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ommu‘ OF ‘THu LLTH IWFAGTRY. USAVLP, N P.i.)
Ti IHL TUie O BAYOYAU, »T,PROVIACE, MMEOW,P.I.
20 JULY =0 sUG.1, 1945 (LUZOY CalpPAIGH)

(Personal mperiecuce of a Reglmental (onwander)

LuTHOLUCTLON

Thls monograph is about an action ol a rililipino Juerrilla force in
Lite desuwruction of a Japanese center of vesistance, resalting in the
capture of une towa ol pa;oyac, ib. Yrovioce, Luzon, PFoilippine Islands
oa 7 August Li4b.  Inis force commanded vy tue J.0., Lloh Lalantry (Fui.)s
QbAFIP,mL, was composeu of the Llth inlaatry (~lst and 2nd Bas. ) {P.i.)
plus the lst pn., lygbh Infaotry (P.A,.) and a Provisional Babtalion (P.A.).

ag do introduction to this operabion it is necessary Lo regress to
bue fall of tine Pullippines in lyy2. when Zabaan surrendered on 9 April
1yhe, ratgcr thian surrender Lo bne Japanese, many Awsevicans and plipinos
evaded capbure &iu worked Uieir way norvaward ouv ol e pataan pendnsular.
oo of tikese ludiviodals wade thedlr way lavo tiae doraelilleres iowibains of
4orbitern Luzod, wpere there alleady exsisted many fmericans, both military
and civilian, and Poldippine sruy p@rsoﬁé&, Wio asd also escaped capiure
by tue dapanese on tite lalvers drive Lo patasi. Jlth wese as a nacleus,
wader e leadersulp ol Lbl.Col.(tien a aj.) [l.W.Volckwenn a guerrilla
force; Laber Lo beoowe Klown anu recognizcd as Ubnrif,mL (united gtates
Aruy Forces Ln Wue Pnilipploes, wortih Lagou), was orgonized. The strengbth
of tnis force ulbimabely approximabou 20,000 Ofiicers and men. (L)

UoAfLP, ivl, was composed of & General iicadguairters mder waich wore
COLuMily COmral mud Bervice egcliclons.  The combab egchielon included the
1ith, diyh, lﬁtn,uéth, and 121st lnfantry‘Regimuuts‘(P.A.) ami a fleld
artiliery Sabbalion (Pedl)e (&)

The 1lbi infantry (PJA.) wes composea oi & ly.adiQe& service Labbalion,
and three ilile gavtalions of four wifle Coupanies each. A Headguarvers
and sevvice Compally, a Lounbat Con@aﬁy and a hedical Coupany mudé wr the
Headgaarters pattalion.

A Rifle Goipeny was cumposed of three {ifle Platoons and a Special
Weapons Plaboon. any macnine guns, Auericun or Japanese, were in the |
Special yeapons Platoon. At the time of Lals operabion the Japanese
Lacnlae uis nad beed replased by Brownloy Lignt macuine Guns, uiere

(1,2) 4~1, P.6 and 4~6
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veing buree per Platoon. These machine puns arrived with neibher tripods
nor amuunition belts. 7Tripods, that would peruit both elevating and
traversiag, were lgenlously designed and made from pipe by a Filipino
Hon-comalssioned Officer of the iegiluental =l secltioanls (rdnance Group.
The auwnmunltlon bells were made by Fillpino women, 7To carry bue weapor,
the tripods thiat could not be sasily detacied would nang perpendicular

to the gun bhat was tled Lo o pole wiaich was supported [rom the snoulders
of two umen. (3)

The (ombab Company was cosposed of an dlmm Hortar Platoon, an gnti~
bank Platoon, and a iwifle platoon. There were three Slmm Lortars in the
soriar Plaioon and two Jaganese Lfan gaas in the Anti-tank #latoon.

in addition Lo ine orgaanic units the {.0., 1lith [afantry had been
authoriged by Uie C.0. USAFLP,«l to orvganlize and carry as attacned, two
ieplacenment and Casualty'Con@aﬂies,_two iospital Companies, two Hngineer
Coﬁpanies, a wigral Cowpany and a Land Communicabion {Message Center)
Gompany .- (L)

!

The area bthrougioet witlch tne wilts of UBAVLr,iL were organized and
operated was bhat portlioua of Luzon, north ol an Eastéﬁes£ line ruming
generally through San Jose, waeva pelje and Lingayen, Pangasinan,

(see nap 4)(5)

On 9 January 194b, D-bay for the americans reenlry oﬁto Luzon, J5i371P,
ALy wiilch had been in radgio contact withh Americean Forces since August
19hly, was placed wnder the cowwand of the Joumusnding Gencral, sixth Arigy.

AL QUOL, 1 July 1945, USarly,sl passed to tae conirol of XLV Corps, Bighth

Aruy wien saidg Army relieved the Sixtin Aruyy ol the tactical fesponsibility
of Luzon. (6)

Ab tils time, (L July) the 1lti Intantry (-lst Bua.) (P.A.) was abtached
Lo tihe 37tn Infantry Livision wihicn was engaged in nopplng up operations
agalnst the Japanese lu the sSievra ladre Lountains of the upper Cagayan
Valley.

To the poubu and in & zone adjacent 1o Lie 37th plvision, the gixth
Infantry Division was heavily engaxed with Japanese forces of Lb. Gen.
Famasndtals LLV Army that were withdrawing noxthward, frowm the lower
(3,1) A=6;3 (5) A=bs .55 (0) A1, P.8 and 4-2, Pu1j

(2)
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Cagayan valley, slong ligiway L into bae Cordilleras liountains. (7)

Yeunashitals lorces on Luzon had been defeated at every turﬁ and were
ilow preparing for a last stand in the very rugpged and mounbainous terrain
west of Highway L in the geueral area of Payawan-intipolo-Hungduaan—sanauve.
hAnother Japanese force estiamgbeu irom lUGU-2000, belicved to be remanents
of ground, air, scrvice, and naval unitse, orgsnized into Provislonal
ground force unibs was east of Higivway 4 in the general area of Buligui-
Hatonin=puniiion-uayoyao—alimls., This latiter force was rveported to be
concentraging in ohe vicinidby of tile town ol jayoyao with tone intent of
méxing a Juncbure with Yaaashitals force to the west. (8)

On or abouab 7 July a conierence was called atrﬂq. JSAF LY, . Those
present Lncluded sStaff Officers off {IV Cerps, Ghe C.0. USAFLP,uL, and the
C.0. 11th infantry (Pede). It was brought oul in this conference that the
6th Infancry Division was to cogbinue its advance north o panaue, and
once pansue was securea the Livision's maln objective would be Yamaghita's
force wdst ol lilpnway 4. Tie large concenbtration developiag in bhe

vicinity of layoyao would be a constant thyceat to Lie yivision!s rear and
its main supply route, thus LU was nccessary to destroy this threat. (2)

The town of Layoyao was approximately L trail kilometers east of
banane, sad an equal distance wost from .arasat Grande in the Cagaysn River
Valley. sibuabed at an elevatlon of about SU00 feet, the only roates into
vhe Lown were mountaln trails. '[he rainy sewgon was i full swing, which
weant thalt the only probable mecans of resupply Lo a force aiployed in tnab
area mast be by hand carry {rom Lavasab Grande, and/or banaue, once the
Gtn pivision secured the latter town. Artilliery support would be out of
tne question, and any air support would be dependenl on a vreak in the
weabtier, uvacuabion would have to be by hand carry duce {o the lack of
roads and the inavailability of suitable terrain i'or the constraclion ol
an alr strip. (10)

The wecision of uvhe conferees was tiwb the Uo0e, Litn Infauiry (P.i.)
would be assigned The mission of destroying tils concenbrabion abt mayoyao.
Anong tue Iaclors iniluencing thils decision were thal the C.O;, 1lith
Infantry (P.A.) had lived in tne vicinily of nayoyao for nearly two years,
(758,9510,) 4=2 Pu1,1L,1l and 4=6 |

% | (3)



aud tue jrd pabbalion, Llun Dnfantzy (P.i.) was composed of igorot soldiers
wilose noues were locabed iﬁ Undls general ares. Thils koowledge of the
cowitry would prove wosb valuable in lLieu or maps of the area Lhab were
nonexistant. {(11) ’

On J July orders Lrom IV Corps alrecied taab tue Llth Ialantry
(~lst bn. and 2nd bn.}{P.4.) witn the Llst . lith Tafantry (P.A.)
abtacned, would pass from the conirol of tie 37ti Infantry Division to
the 6Uh Infantry Division. On 10 Jaly the C.0., 11th fnfaniry (P.a.)
received orders frow the O infantry pivislon assigning bilm tne wission

cLE el ey T
of’ siezing bumhian audﬁ#ﬂ?prupare Lo advauce west Lo secore kayayao on
Division order, (12)

To gﬂii}”ﬁﬁé;}sﬁéﬁa\tne bOu@osition of this force that was actbually
employed on this mission it is necessary to digress a bit. when the 11lth
Larantry (P.A.) was assigned the usayoyao wission the fst Battalion was at
that bime abbached to bihe 121lst Infaatyy (P.h.) and the 37oh infantry
DUlvision Lad requestea the rebention of tone 2nd Batiallon. Because of
the loss of these two pattalions tie Llst Bn. lhth infantry (P.i.) was
abtached to tne Llbh Inlaabyry {(P.4.) and a Provisional Latlalion (Pohe)
comprising the Comvat Co., Llth infantry {(P.i.), and ieplacement and
vasualty Companies "CH ana DY, was organized. The purpose ol the latter
Babualion being two-fold: one, it would mske a third Babtalion; and second,
LY casualiles became excessive the Provisional gattalion could be dissolved
ana vhe personnel-of wie two deplacemcat and Jasulty (ompanies be used o
Yill wie vacancies in tue obner two Dalbtalioas. (13)

Thiis was by uo stretch of the luaginution asell-trained force. The
lst_Bﬂ. Ligtu Infaotry (P.h., was not completely organized until the latter
part of Llyigl. It had been separated from lne rest of tne Reglment thatb
tios locates several days of tougn hilking across bhe wountains. Thls made
close aud continuous supervision of ios activities by the Leglmental
Comaanaer yulte dirilcalt. Ouly a swall number of the Ufficers and wmen had
received Ly previous military traiuing, and vhere had been little or no

atteapt o train the Lattalio: The jattali
apt +n Uhe Battalion., 7The Batbtalion was N0% mucn more than an

wndisciplined band, altioapi, if g
sciplined vund, altioagh, it nad pud amerous cncounters with the
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Japanese and was wllling vo Light. To bring bhe organization inio line
e U.0., USAFLP,HL atbached it bo the 1ltn lafantry (Puil) duriag april
1945, ihe sector of tae lst bn., Lgbh Infantry (P.a.) belny adjacent to
that of the 1lloh I[nlantry (P.A.) facilitated control and supervision.
The Datbalion had no arws exceplt rifles. One saipment of aatomatic
weapons consligued to tie lhti Infantry (P.i.) had been lost in a plane
crasily, anu another shipment fell into the hands of Une cneny. This
Battalion remalned wider tile control of tie GeQvy Libn Inlantry (P.ﬂ.)
anbll the 37t fufantry Uivision took over biie control upon the ylvision's
occupation ol the (agayan Valley in June 1945. (14)

The wio nepLaeemeﬂt and Gasuliy Coupaniles "0 and MU of the
HroviSioﬁal sattalion (P.4.) were couprised mainly'of civilians who had
never recelved any military training prior to 1Yho. useveral rhilippine
atuy Officers nad organilzew bhew loto a unil, and wivin few aras, and a
lindtea kuowledsze of military tactics, ablewmpled to btrain them. In April
145 this groap requesbed to be encorporabted luto ULAMIV,HL. neplacements
belu;: a conbinuous provleuy e C.0., UsaPIP,dl oracred ithie C.0., 11lth
Infentry (P.A.) to reorganize titls group into Co, "CM and Co. HDW of the
ieplaceiment and Casually pa., USAFIP,ul, and carvy them as albacned Lo the
1ith Infanbry (P.A.). This belng accowplished they were giveua rifles
and palb inbo trainiag cawps. fhey were glven Limited comwatl nissions irom
bime Lo tlwe and nau showed wp lairly well ih several encounbers with the
enewy. ‘tne gouab Coumpuny, Provislonal Babtalion was made up of Lpgorot
soldiers wuo were former Philippine sc¢oubs or Phillppiné Army and on whom
the Battalion (omumsnder could rely.

Lhe personnel of the 1lth (nfaniry (P.4.) had had considerable
ezperience. About 80, ol tne combat elemeuts of the weglment were Puillippine
ocoul and Fhillipuine Aruw'personnel. A aumber of tue Officers were graduates
ol the Vnllippine willtary Acadesy. The otuer Officers were commissioned
by tne Pnilippine aruy, or were former Pnilippine 3couts or Philippihe
Aruy Won-comdissioned Offlcers that were appointed Officers. (15)

From the widdle of 1943, as the Regiment was beloy organized, the
aen Lived in cawps 1ln Lhe wouniaing.: Training, to a degree, was conbinuous.
(Li,15) A6
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There were no Aruy degulablons, ¥leld mansals or Technlcal manaals, oub
the Philippine scouls provea o nave retained the training they had
recelved under amerlican Qiflcers prior to Lhe war, and were of great

value in the tralning caumps. There were alse a numoer of Filipino

Officers and gon~coumalssioned Qfficers, wino prior to tue oubbreak of the

wal'y hau been especlally selected to train tiwe Philippine Army Cadresg
whose knowledge anu experience came in handy. ‘Uais training, though

basic, was supplemcrnted by ilmlted sucounters witil bhae enemy. pince all

efforts of USAlrlP,nl pointed o being prepared on D=Day, very few encounters

were pernitled prior Lo ¥ January 1yLh5, bub sdbsequent to LU=bay hardly a
day passed witn oul some valt ol tne Reglament belng engapgeda wibu the
Japanese, pmall encounters by sqguads developed autil companies and
Battalions were employed against tic enenmy. )

Those Olficers éﬁat'failed to produce were immediately demoted bto
the enlisted prades, and conversely, bLhose Hon-coummissioned Officer5v%hﬁt
saowed prosise were appointed Olficers.

The detacnument of tue wore experienced, betber trained, uisciplined
and equiped Lst and 2nd Babttallons was a sericus loss. 1n addaltlion, the

services ol the lsb lLattalion that wus convosed entirely of Igorots would

be nilssed n we mountailns., It was oplned that the kayoyac milssion could

havelbeen accoipllished wore expeditiously had both Igorot cattalions
{lst and 3rd) been employed. As it was the majority of the troops were
lowlanders, wiio ualixe tae Lgorots,‘iouud figirving and living in the
mountaing exbreunely aifterealt. (L6)

(10) 4=6

This GralidAL SLITUATION

AL the Uilme the order to seize Bualilan aad to prepare to move on
Hayoyao was lssued, lne vapanese were in the process of witharawing their
troops wilch were scatbered along tie eastern foobnills ol tae Cordilleras
Mounbalins, ifrom Cordon to Palasilis, generally westward toward Rayoyao.

alasll
Tads wiondraval had been under way for several weeks. (see map 4) (17)

Mayoyao was a logical area for the Japanese to conceuntrabe. It was

noe only remote ai. difffrcult to reach, wub it was also the largesi rice

(17) a-1, P. 177-179
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producing arca in the mowbalns re.aining accessible Lo tne Japanese,
who were in dire need of food. The Lown was easy to defand, thougu atb
an elevation of approximately 5000 feet; it was giluated in a bowl whose
surrounding peass and riuges towercd 5001000 feet above., The only

5

probable routes ol approacn ior an attacking force were the long and
différcult trails.from Lanoue, and ivom the Cagayan niver Valley via
Bunnlan, (198)

Wit eleumeats of the. Ota Lafantry Division along Highway i
approximately 35 Kilémuters soubin of Banave, wialch was occupled by the
Japanescy kayoyao would nave Lo be approacied irom the Cagayan dlver
Valley. (19)

fnere was a possible route iuvo mayoyao fiom the Cagayan Valley via
the village of Aliwdt, but this was w0t ziven much consideration due to
the .aluost impaésable brail and bhe disbance, waich would lend to an
\insolvable supply problem. ‘

There was a goodttrail leading to punaiaa and sayoyao from Larasat
Grande in the Cagayan Valley, but btnls btraill led over tie crest of a
divide approxlmabely GO0 Leet ia elevabion which separated Banhion from
bie Valley. T[he enemy was koown to have tihds divide fortified.

Lothird treil led to Lunbdan frowm the Horth tiwrougi the mounﬁains.
This trall coulu be roacned {row the Cagayan Valley by two probable
‘routes: One was from i village of palliyg to Palasilis to Swdhian via
Hatoning the other, from Buligul to Bunhian via Watonin., Tihere was a
large coucentrabion of Jupaucse reported to we in tne vicinity of Hubigud..
there were fuw, 16 any, Japancse along the walllg to Dunivian trail.

Tiis nortiern roube to punhian was long, and over steep and
treachierous woinbain terraln for the greater part oi bhe disbtance. Dut,
tils trail aad beea much travelled by the fporot soldicrs oi the 3rd
Labtalion (P,A.) during thé period of the Japanese ovcupablon, and coapled
with the fact bLiab uay of vhese Igorols viere navives of this area, the
trail was nobl new o Lhem., It was estimaced, barring any dapanesc
resigiance, thabt the 3rd battalion could move frow lallig to Bunhian in
three to four days.

(18319) A=0
(7)



Wwith tivese facts baken into consideration tire {following plan was
decided upon: (20)

1. The jrd battalion, lith Infantry (P.A.) would depart from ikallig
13 July, anda move to Luainlan via datonin, avoiding any engagment wilth the
eneny. Tile pattalion would ablback and seize tue village, and withoub
delay, would atback tne fortified divide east o tne villiage irom the real.
It was oelievea vhat once punnian was capbured, the cnewmy woula
auwbomatically withldraw [row thelr positlon on the ulvide; or if any-
restebance were offered 14 woald be asazer. The civide snould be iTee
for pasaage of the waln force irow the valley on or wefore 13 Juliy.

2. ithe Lst Yatbtalion, I,bin Infantry (Puoi.) woulu depart from nden
13 Jul,, anu wouwld aqvance unrougil the valley and Lie Icotullls via
Buatlgul and palloag o Ubao wiiehh was slitaatea al the foot of the divide,
ANy enesy encounterea witnin ils assigned zone would be destroyed. The
Bablalion was expected Lo arrive in Ubao 17 July, anw would pregare to
advance to Bunivlan,

The Provisionai Battalion (P.A,) woulw depart from Vira 1l July, and
advance sb¢thwest to Cadillina wancu. The dattalion was cxpected to
arrive ab Ghe dancn 10 July anu wowld prepare to advance to Bunhlan via

Jbao

4. lhe C.0., Llth ;nfantry (PJds) *hatfwagjlocased alt Tuao, Gagayan,
wouald wove Lo tne Gadilliina janch and be establisncd thereac on lith July.
Upon ne arrival ol “he Provisilonal Lattallon {(P.A.) the C.P. vould move
Lovard Duliian.

Tue 3ftu Infantry pivision haw been maue respoasible Lor inivialiy
Supply ing this force with ammunibion auc ratioas, and also for truciing
the units to tneir points'of departure. The Gtk [nfantry vivision was Lo
estadlish a ten (10) day supply duay al Larasab Grande, wiilch wag on the
sagbern side ol Vhe nagab niver opposite the Cadillina jianca. (21)

A8 poluted oub caclier vhe lst Bn., Lloath [nfaabry (P.i.) and bhe
Provisional pattalion (Pui.) were armed wica only riiles. secaase ol the
'tougn marcs assigned tue.jra Babtalion’(P.A.) wilcil neeessivabed travelling

(8)
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light as possible, the Battalion was perudtied to carrey oniy one iLight
waehine sun per company, The other machlie guns were redisbribubted to
tiie obiter two natbalions.

fhe three olmu «orturs of the Cowwat Comvany were turned over to
bie legliental p=b for trensporting. Théy would be availavle, if nceded,
Trom Unao on. The Lfmu anbl-tank guans were to rewnala in luao. Thus
the oubab Company was Jjust anotuer iilile Company of the pProvisional
Batbalion,

ALL the men were in bad need of clotalng ana egquipaent. With the
excepbtlon ol aboub 30U poncinos, and a siudlar number of plankebs, the
men possessed abgoliutely notiilng but their rifles, helmets, one uniform,
and il fortunabe, a pair ol shoes; no noie. Tols condition of tne men
aad been brougit ouv befove the Kayoyao mlssion was assligued, though
nothing maverially was woae aboul it. (22)

[he widely dispersed pabialions made nececssary the walnbtenance of
pood cospunications. 1his was accouwplisiied by furalshing each Babtallon
witil an SCH 204, ana cach (ompany wibtin ag 301 3uu. Rauio feciniclens,
capabvle of repairiay tue vadios, were attachcd to the 3rd Ba., llith
infantry (P.A.) and the Llsv ba., Lith infanbry (r.A.). Teiepﬂone and,
radio coumtiicatlon woula be malobtainea beb.cen iegiunent and the supply
base at Cedilling itanch. Tie persoanel charged witn bue responsibility
of cstablisning ano mawntalning communication was from the signal
Company atbachied to 1lth Lufantry {(P.a.)

SUpPpLy &nu'evacaation could be foreseen as two of the xmost différcalt
provlems wo be solved. In additlun Lo the rowmobeness and inaccessibllity
of sayoyno, the raliy season caused Lhe many rivers and streams Lo remaln
fuigh and swift. Crode briggiug of man; woula Be necessary berore bhe men
sud suoplies could be crossed safely. Tuae trails toal were narrow and
sbeep Were Liadc eveén worc differcult by the soes and sllopery clay.
pPlans nad been made vo air drop sapplices AL lie woacher peruibied, bub this
could ot ne depended apoa, Litas it woald be necessary bo recrall civilian
cargadorss, and carabuaos wibi sleds bo naal tie sapplies ana evacuaaie the
{22) =6 .

(9)
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wounded, initially each Batballon Coumander was made respoasible for
his own transporb. teglment would esbablisn and maintaiﬁ the maln
supgly route from Cadillina mancn Lo kayoyao, anu would relieve the
Bailélions of their responsilbility wien they tied into this suapply route
al ubao or Duabian.

The plan as o.tlined was lnltiaved on 13 July. Lverytiing was
proceecing according to plan wien on 16 July the C.0., 3rd battalion
radioed thal he was enpaged with tie enemy in vhe Habonin area. On 1l
July the Lst bn., lith Infaabry (P.A.) nad raa into an unexpectedly
Large concentration of Japanese east of pubigul, who offered little
Light. By 1600; 15 July bie Battalion had reacned Dutigud, forcing the
Japanese Lo wilthdraw west tunrough tols village. LU was undoubtedly
elencats of btiiis force onab tie C.0., 3rd Bavbalion peraltted o uelay him,
~and thus resulied ia nis Lollure Lo selue the lortified divide east of
puniian as ordered. (23)

Tie frovisioﬁal Dattalion (P.i.) ervived ab Cadiliina panch 16
July al'bter encoantering only slignl resistance in thelr zone. ‘The
ieglmental C.p. nad been established at the jencii on 1 July. By 17
Juky sufiicient supplies to begin bne woveuwent wuslward had been svocked
at vhe Haunch, and the eglimental 35— had procured enouch cargadores and
carabaos Lo move Liew to Ubuo. wlth the lst Batbalion, Lita Infantry (P.i.)
abill engaged with bhic enewy between pubipgul and palleoag, tie Provisional
Baveallon {P.A,) wes ordered Lo securc bao.

By 17 July Ubao was occupied by tie Provislonal Battalion (F.4.)
and clements of the lstb Batbalion, lhte Infantry (P.d.), and Ghe §.P.,

S1lth Iafeniry (P.4.) establisued vhereat., 4 coutinuous siream of nabives
with carabuos were arriving witn supplies from Cadillina Raaci. In
additlioun, these supplies were sapplemented by au air drvop, by misbake.
e C.0., 3ra Batbalion wad reyussted amiavaivion and iood be dropped to
nim in the viclaity of Hatouln, and the planes wistook hils locabion and
aropped abt Ubao. (24)

Ou 20 July orders werc recelved Irow the C.G., 6t Infantry Division
Lo seise yayoyac. YWitu tuc 3rd Bublalion still tied cown in bthe vicinity

(23) a4~6;3 (2h) &=2, P.Uy and §=6
(19)



of Hatonin, and clements of the 18T battalion, lith Infantry (P.h.)
still cngaged with Japanese between pbubipul and palloay, the Provisional
Battatlon (P.A.) was assighed tie mission ol seilzing the enemy position
01l ﬁhu aivide and captuoring banbian., The lst k., 1lhth Iofantry (P.A.)
vJas asslgned bihe sisslon of protecting the supply roube irom Cadiilina
ilanch to Ubao. {Z)

AL 0700, 21 July tue Provisional Betibalion (P.A.) began the ascent
Lo buanlan wibn the (owbatbt Company leading. Ey L1300 Lloading elements
oi Uhis cowpany were held up by Tive Irow tne divide position. The
enewy were avle to lold thelr position unvil the morning of 24 July
when they wibuureﬁf%oward puniian. By 1200 tne Jombabt Couwpany, having
overcome scobtbered resistance, captured tiie village of DBunhian.

By 1400, 25 July, except {or a few sulpers, Dunhlan wasg secured by
the Provisional patballon {P.4.), and the advance C.P, of tie Legiment
estanlisued tuercat. At L700 Company o aue two platoons of Company i
arrivea frow watonin, aaving fougnt thelr way throuagh the Japaiese in
that area. The Provisional Battallon Commancer wus ordered to nave the
compalt Conpany push woward .ayoyzo as & roconnailssaance lu force 1u an
abilenplt Lo Iind oub the actuwd situstion in that area. The remainder of
uhe Battallion with Cospany £ ana the two plaboons of Coaspany i attachied
would be prepared Lo advance on payoyao on 26 July with tine ilssioa of
selzing bhat town. (26)

TilS DATILE FOr MAYOYAQ

By 26 July tue 1llth Inianbry (P.}.) C.P. was well established in
Bunbitan, (he wein supply base was malatabned alb the Cadillina fanch,
and an intermediabe supply point at Ubao. The lst Dn., Mrth*Battalion,
iuth Infantry (P.4.) was assigned the wission of protegting taese bases
and the suppy rodbe. (47)

It was now apparent that the enciay uad been figatlug a rear guard
actlon covering nhis withdrawal into ﬁ&yoyﬁo wiiere he was estimated to
have Lrow B0u=-10U0 troops. There was aiotuer enemy force of undebermined
strengiin o tie ViClQity of Allwit, approximately 20 trall xiloweters
soubil of Bunhian, and the Jjrd salbalion reported to be tied uowm by an

(22,20) 4=2,P.1l anu 4=6; (27) a=2, P.14
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increased enewy force iu the wabonin area. scabbered eneny elewcnts were
belug encountered norwi ana souatin of the maln sapply route in vhe foot-
aills to the wWest by uaibs ol uwie 1st Lavialion, Lith Infantry (P.a.).
The Oth pivision, wuose Lot fofanbry ocad Cupturea panaue o 20 July,
reporied tuab patrols thal had been seut eastward along bhe Banaue-
HAYOyas brail wers eacodnteriag eancoy registance a few kilomebers east

of BDanaue. {28) -

o date toe enemy had not shown much Light excepl around datonin.
de appeared to be ulsorganizeq, desorallzed, and absolutely vold of any
oi° bhe apgressivencss and teaaclly witit woulcn ae hsd been cnaracterized.
Qur casualtles nad veen extremely ligit. Toese facts, coupled wibtiy the
provlen ol resupuly that wus ovccouing wore differcult as the advance
pashied decper lnbo Giw mounbalns and away Jrom bhe sapply base at
Cadillioa ancn, e deglaental Commander decided to conblnue the oavance
Lo Hayoywo witin tire Provislonal sattalion, and not awalt tone arrival of
tue 3ro sattalion irom Jatouin. (29)

(i Griviig ie dapadese Drowm S.anilan tie rrovisional batbalion (Puil)
capbured o large quantity ol unburasied rice. ‘fue nabtlves, wuo had
evacuated to the brash, vegan filteriung back ilubo tne viliage. some were
put to work at once thrasiing the rice, wille otuers were sent Lo round
up) e olhier evacuecs ana collect nore rice buab also hao ocen evacuated.
[nese hardy aounbalh Ifgoreds, botir wen and woumen, were pab Lo the vough
task of Bawllng supplics froa Uvao. The lowland natives wibii tneir
carabaos aund sleds bransporbed titca Irom the Jadilling danch to Ubao.
Abtemps were made Lo use carabaos to naal the sapplics irow Joao over Lhe
dLvige to puaniang bub tnoge‘heavy bcasﬂ;of vuraen of uie lowlands soon
proved to be of no value in the mouantalns.

45 long sws tie lst pattalion, Lhtic [afaabry (P.4.) and the Provisional
batbalion {P.i.) were fighting ia the lowlands and rootinills, the people
ol tne Cagayan Valisy were over enluidsiastle La transporiiag supplies as
this weant tnab their dowmes would be protected irow Lhe vapanese raiding
pectles, oub once the alvide was crossed tielr interest vegan Lo wane,
and LU was wost ulffercult to keep tnem on the job.

{2d,29) 4~6
(12)



The fgorots aroand dunhian and viciniuy were cager o transport
sugplies, buv the arew vwuy sparscly sbttled and would not produce
enougih peaple to transport all the supplies ncecessary for o sastained
action, nor would thie tood ilu the vicloity last for mauy days. It would
llave been diffé#balt Lo reaaln dodelinitely Lo sunhian awaitblag the
arvivel of the 3rd babtalion;

the Provisional sabbalion (P.4.) was ordercd to begin the advance
o Lsyoyao on 20 July. The pabbtalion was Lo auvance L two coluumg.
(see wap [3) Tue Babtallon, with tue two platovns ol Co. kywihicu were
to we atlbacied to tiwe Jouwbab Companysvwould auvsace wost alons the maln
Danbian-payoyao trail and selze wie nigh prouad (H-1) 000 yds. east of
MEYOYHO, ITom wiwCy polnt tiey woulo attaék tne tow. ‘[his trall beiog
Lie w05t alreet and easlest rouve Lo nayoyav, tie Provisional sabtalion
(£ihe) could expect resistance cavoute. Ia fact the Couwbal Company thal
nad veen sent ailead on 25 July reporbeu tuey'ﬁere encounterins wnab
apuearca w be splper ilve frow tnelridges overloowing tne ivrall., There
WEE suoLiel ulall L0 Lepoyao Lhat Was Kaown oy Low obier than e nabives,
LT was narsod,; Tociy, stelp eud 1L aellued. wols vrall led througn the
vilisze of Llwo anu bterwinated at che village of Chaya, wilcuy overiooked

Layoyao from approximately 110U yds. to the gorineasit. Cowpany n, whab

Crem

vaslueup of Igorous, was sssigned bihis route of advance. (30)

Tue vatialion and atbachments departed {row bwinlon abt 00630, 26
July, and piciked up the Comvat Company avoubt i trail kilouelers sast of
Wy Oya0, at vinlcu polus they were encounvering soliffenlny resistance
frow the encay. Cospany £ cancountered no resistance during thelr awvance

v i o (=3
* A
o Chaya. wpaws 27 July found tiwe Provisiona%hgu position along the ridge
(R=1) eust of nayoyao, and Cowpany i in the village of Unaya. (31)

The pProvislonal pattallon was receiving heavy machine gun, rifle

and mortar fire frow bie village ol Balawmbang, 800 yus. south of layoyao.

Company n apparcnbly had arrived ii Chaya undebected. Yhe sabttalion

L‘J_ tree fhe}

ComHanGer repgorbeu tne original cstiuate ol approximately LOUU Japanecse,
ia Bhe viclnivy ol mayoyao, Lo e correct. Japanese could be observed
along olie riages south and westb off the vown, aad ln the rice terraces
(30,31) 4-2, Pl and &-6
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surrounding the town. (52)

Gompany i was oruercea o attack-tne town Trom iis coswandlog
positlon, aud at about U700, 27 Jaly the Compauy began the decent on the
bowil supporbed by rire Ifrowm vhe pattalion deployed along tne ridge
(R=1). (see Overlay 1) Aluost lmmediately Company i was uetected and
began recelving live Irom thie vovil, dut vy wbilizloy the concealment
afTorded by e convours of the rice terracegﬁfanu e natarally
irregular berrain, the Cowmpany was able bo conbtinue Lis advance. Upon
reaching a polnt approxiwately 300 yus. (rom the wwwn si aneny macnine

T O : . _ o -
guggland riflessies, located on o« kinoll (K) to the Compacy's rignt
flank, opened up killiang Une Platoon Leader pnd several awen of the
leading platooi, wno aad spruang up and were rushing across the rice
terraces towwrd biie town. Thls cadsed the Company (oumaander to nhall
Loe assadlt,  wpuardiag tiis hell tae caemy were avle bo recover sufficieatiy
from thelr surprise and place enough Iire on boae Company to piln LU cown.
(33)

A8 polabved oul earlier, llayoyao Ls situasbed in a bowd surrounded
by rugged pesks and ridges. (see @an B ) Thals bowl was plerced on bhe
sast by a river that was 150 £t, below and 300 yas. souba of the town.
Llice terraces descended ifrom the town To tue river., gJouth oi the river
was a crescent shspea Dlli mass ohalt formea the soutﬁern rim of bue bowd.
e trall from Buniian was north oof ana 150 ft. avove, tie river. The
comuancing berrain festure overlookinp tne town wias an apex (4) aboub

90U yds, noruvineast and 500 Lt. avove bie manicipality. nls apex was
e wesbern lermlaus of Lile mala ridge {umﬁ); running penerally casb-west,
from Dunhdan; the northera terminusg of the north-soubth ridge (w~1), 600
Jus, east ol the town, ana along which the Provisgivanal Dattalion wus
deployed; and tie easbern terudinus of a cresceat shaped vidge (-2}

auoub 1500-2000 yus. worbit of the town. (34)

(Y

Turougiiout the worniag Goupary K abiewpbed bo Jrive Lue Japanese

from tne towi, bub without succoss. (see Uverlay 1) The Company began
receiving the brunt of tae cueny morlor, machine gun}and rifle fire from
the town asd tue xoeoll (K). 40 approwlmately 1130, with cusionition

(')2; .)3: .J)}) iL""é
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nearly exhauwsited, the Compeany wibthdrew Lo Chaya, aad from there proceeded
alonp lie ridge (He-2) tihrough the gpex (4) to rejoln tihe Provisiocal Bn.
winose U.P. was located along the trail belween the ridges (le-l) and
(@=5). (35

Tt is wlliercult to pictuare tue position of Company K thut—was only
300 yds. Lrom bheir objective, wnen forced Lo withdraw due to the lack
of amraition: bui, Lo traverse the circuitous route from thelr position
o bhe supply polnb of tue Provisional Battalion would entail a mindiuum
of four Lo Iive hours of btough climbing. AaAluhough tie battalion was 1n
position only 660 yus. awgy, the lnbtervening terrain was open rice Lerraces
wihich could we easily covered by fire from the bown aad knoll (K).

About 1330 whei the Lost elements ol Company i were approximabely
500 yas. easv of Lhe apex (4) and along ridgo{R-3 Yhey were fired upon
from the rear. Tae Japanese, by canaloyg dse of bhe rugsed and heavily
covered terrain, had worked thelr way wdebectbed up to the apex (4),
WG Gile G0, PfovLsional Battalion (P.i.) had neglected to secure
altibougil e had deployed his Babtalion along tne ridge (Li-1), wivlch
descended bherelrom. (36).

Pollowing vhis inivial barst of flre the Jaganese airecbed thelr
fire down the ridge (il=l) to the greal surprisc and amszement of the
pattalion Conuander. The eneny was now iu a positlon Lo attacik the
Ilank of the Provisional Battslion (P.4i.)s or advance castward along the
aaln ridge (B=3) &n@ outilaik the Battglionfs position.

Foreseeing these possibilitics, the Battallon Commander ordered
Company & Lo take up a defensiv; position aloqay the main ridge (H=3).
Company £ selected a position (U) on the 1lip ol a saddle, and approximately
four mwmdred Iifty (L450) yds. cast of the apex (&).

- AU approximately 1400 the Japanese lawnched an attack on tie Provisional
sattalion's Ilank, and by 1700 the Sabtalion had been forced to withdraw
frow the ridge (H-1), and Sake up positions along toe ridge (B-4) 300
yas. bo the iasb,

On 28 July, the idvance C.P. Lith Infantry (P.A.) moved to the
(35:56) A—él '
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M@yoyao area, accowpanied by bhe lsﬁ Brn., libh Infanbtry(-Qo. "0V acd Go.
A} (PJAe) wileh had arrived in Bunhian o the afternoon of 26 July.
The two companies of the Liyth Infantxy (P.4.) were placed in position
on théAridge {8~5}, south of, and ajoining, Company K that was deployed
along the main ridge (H-3), extending from polnt (D).eastward. From
tiils positlon along the ridge (R=5},witlch was approximately 300 yds.
east of the Provisional Battalion's position (R-U), the two coupanies
of the Lliyth Infantry (P.A.) could protect the flanks of lhe Provisional
Bablbalion, (P.A.) and by cirect overhcad fire sapport that Battalion's
attemple to regain their frormer position (R-1l).  (37)

The enemy held the key to hayoyao=-bie apex (i) This position had
to be seized before the towu couwld be aésaalted again wiliy any success.
(38)

From the position (D) thabt Company K occupied to the Japanese leld
apex (&) was approximately L50 yds. Bebween these btwo positions, the
Japancse hé& occupled a cave positlon (L) on the opposite siue of tie
saddle and faciog Company L. The distance across lhe saddle was approximately
200 yds.,‘anu tne deptit of the saddle was avoul 125 ft. The side of the

saddle leading up to Lie Japanese position was ab an angle of slope of

C-

5 deprecs. The Jajanese could enber tineir cave positlion through a
wgﬂlwﬂﬂbmtmammr.ﬂ&eoﬂW‘mbmmdlhme&%mﬁmgtMamwepmﬂtwn
was from the front facing Company &, a5 LU was probected on vboth sides
by a sheer drop of severallhundred feet, Thouasn bie position of
Couipany i was barren and roCky, uthe ¢rags ln the rocxs afforded soie
conqealmént Lor uhe men, wio were deployed in depth, with not more thaa
six men abreast and siho.lder o shOul&er. This sihould give sowe indication
as to thie narrowness of the ridge, and the terrivle posilbion that it
afiordied. (39) |

A l?Ou, 29 July elememts‘of Compary iy covered by fire directed at
the cave enbrance, descended Lo the bottom ol the saddle and began the
ascent Lo the Japancse cave positlon (C).(see iap B) Tue men were able
to get within 50 ft. of lie posivion wiea tihey werce forced to withdraw
because ol the han%érenadeu that tae Japanese rolled dovix upen tnem.
(37) =1 PJ1OT; (30) A=2, P.1U; (39) &G
(16)



'I'hfr'ougno ul the nignt the Coupany attac tne cave by ubtllizing the Lgorots
in attempts to séale tue vertical cliffs on whe fTanks and rear. The
eneny 10 L cave and along the ridge bebueen the cave (C) and the Apex
(4) were able o repel all avtewpts. The following worning several
qo@ies of men of Voupany o were visible nanglng on tine crags below the
ridge. 111{11400, 30 July, Géiﬂp;u‘ﬂy' B, 1hth Infaontyy relieved Compary K,

and conbinued the Lask of trying to reduace the cave positlon (C). .(LLO)

Cn 3L July the 3ra Batitalion (=Uo. K and two platoons of Co. )

. UE’.A..) arrived in pubiea from datonin. Company "G, 1lhth Infantry (P.i.)
had algo avvived frowm bhe lowlends, leaving Co. "D, 1hth [nfanbry {(P.b.)
wilih Tile mission of securing the supply route, and the vases al the
faneh aud Ubaoe. Leaving Uo. Ly Wno haa recelved severc casual’ties_ in
the Hatonin fighting, in Bunniso for the protectlon of the installations
1u that area frmu any wovenment of tie Japanese Iroa Hatonin and Alimi'i;,
the remainder of tae j.rd sabtalion and Company "CW, Lijoh rolautry (P.A.)

i L , :
woved to” Mayoyao on L Augusit.

On l._ng_gus't; a reorgunizatlon ol uwie Bavtalions was ei"a‘."ectéd.
Gompany & and tie o platoons of (oupany i reveritea to the srd pattalion.
fhe Prévj.sj.onal Batialion (P.A.) was dissolved. nreplacement and (asualty
Coupany ¢ was abtbaciied to the 1st Battalion Uith Infantry (P.A.);
deplacement and Qasuwalty Company L was completely dissolved and ils
persomel used to replace casualties in uie otier companies; and tie
Gbm"uat Company reverved to pegilsicatal Control (Li)

Tiuls reorganlzation having Seen compleled toe undibs wilbtnin the
layoyac ares were disposed as rollows: (see Overlay ;72) (L2)

1. 1st Bavbalion, Lhth Infantry {(-Co. D)(P.A.), wibil R/C Coumpany

¢ attached:
a. Company 5 along the wain ridge (i=3) i‘acing the Japaaese
cave posilvion (C).
De Company A and Coupeny ¢ adjacent to Company B extending
perpendicular down the ridge (8-5).
Cc. 8/ Company ¢ along the ridge (R-~L).

(LO) 4=Ll,P.107 and p=0; (L1) A-2, 2193 (42) A=6
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2. 5rd Lattallon, lltu Intantry (P.a.)s:

a. Company ¥ on sase ridge (R=5), and south of 1st Bn., luth
inf.

b. Company @ alony vhe ridge (R=6) 500 yus. east of the lst
Bri., Lhti inf.

G Goupahy T providing security for the Alr ieceptlon base(id).

3¢ Combat Gompany providing iocal sec@rity Tor the heglmencal C.P.

ab Liwo, minus tie korvar Platoon that was put in general support
of tne twio patualions,

Casualiies were beginning to mdint, ana the hand carry lo jiarasat
é@rande from where they could ve evacuated Lo a hosplbal was long and
Qiffdécult, often proving fabal to the wounded, Iv would take from
two bto four days for two natives bo carry a wounded man in a hammock
this distance. On 30 July the Comnanding Officer, Hth District Hospltal
Company (P.d.)s{one of the Companies organized by tae C.0., 1lth Inrantry
(PoAs)) that was located in bthe vieiniity of Tuao, Cagayan, was ordered
by the C.0, Llth Infantry (P.i.) Lo organize a portable surglcal wnit to
lnclude Two surgeons and two nurses, ana send il to Bunhlan without delay.
This hospital wnit arrived in Bunhian 2 august. The serlously wounded
were evacualbed to this hospital %ﬁ%%wﬁas equiq%d for surgery. The less
serious wounued, having received ilnitial lreatment by the neglmental
or pattalion SUrgeons, were gvacuabed to nurassb Granue via Lhe lospltal.
(43)

On or aboub 31 July several hundred natives were pub Lo work clearing
an area of heavy grass énd boulders along the waln ridge (R=3) about
1200 yds. east of the apex(a) for an air arop zone (). Two alr drops
nad been recelved previously at Bunhian, but the supplies still ﬁad to
SRR LA o . , . .
ve carried Lo’ uaayoyao, wihich was an all dgy hike. The locatlon of this
drop zone was far frow ideal, bub it was the only spobl within the
viciniby that nad tne.senmlanceiof peing fiat. It was aboub 150 ft.
long and tne widest place was nol more than 50 ft, On 2 Aﬁgust, wlth
ﬁhe weabiier having cleared, the irst drop wes made on thils recepiion
(L43) A-2,1. 10 and A=0 )
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base. Lt was nov Loo sacceasful.i,ﬁeveral paraciiutes with anmunition
floated Lovo tie cnewy terribory souabh of the river, and many of the
boxes of 10 in 1 rablons tuat were free dropped fell several hundred
addivlional feet into tie gorge noirtih of the wase and were destroyed.

Al tue activity along the main ridge (H~3) was clearly visible
Go the dapanese sodiu of uie river, wul to date, except for a few patrol
claspes in the wiver, -che enemy had 0ot caused uucia concern from that
direction. Ou 1 Augast tne turee O0lum wortars of Combal owpany had
been placed in position alony this sawe ridge (H-3). This, in addition

o tie alr receplion base, ayparcatly was a litile too much lor the

&

enemj to walein without tawing soue action. Uuring bie night 2-3 sugust
bie enemy made his Llrst abltempt to reacn tiiese installations, buv was
repelled. (i)

On 2 August au alr strike was seb up for droppingsnapalm on the
Japanese cawe position (C). Tuls air strike was So be followed by Cowpany
B assaullbing toe position. Tods had boen attewptoed on tvio previous
ocgasdions bul witnout saccess. Though toe napalm hit the cave posltion,
before 1t could be agproagned, the Jupanese who had apparently withdrawn
to Bhe rear wers able Lo reoccupy bhe position before owr troops could
reach Lt. DLefore the napala was dropped our wen woutd have Lo wibhdraw
from tneir posiblons (L) for safely reasous,‘wnich‘médéﬁééhéidéj;blo
tiie distance they would have to advance to reach the cave.

The strike on 2 August was a success, and before tie Japanese could

Creoccupy boeir positlon (C) Company 5 had moved im. ile Goupany
lastediately bégan ibs advauce toward the jpex (4), bub wnen within 150
e dhs

;ﬂﬁn (B) of tie position (4) uhey were pinaed Gown by machine g fire

Cfrom bue appervures ol chab position. (U5)

From boe afternoon of 2 August the ist Battalion was unable to
avvance. Tie ridge ab btals polne was wide enouga for only wwo men Lo
lay abreast, and saneuver was iﬁgosslble because oi ithe vertical sides
Lo the flanks, fhe Japanese oried vigorously to drive the men of the
Lot pne,lhbin infantrg'(P.A.) from Gheir uewlﬁ gained posivion bub withoul
SuCCess. Lurlng titls perlioa bne eneny Lotensilied his sfiorts to flank
(bt 45) 46
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our Pusition frow e sowth. .

From 20 July, the day the attack on tie eneny cave position {C)
began, 1t had been neccessary to relieve the anits frequently along tie

.

main ridge line (it=3). Tie nigibs were billerly cold and rainy and
tie heat auring e clear days created an aimost.inﬁolerable condivion
along lhe varren ridge. The men not heviag any canbeens, waber had bo
be carried to thew in Slaw smuwunitlon casiags. Lurlag thls period the
meﬁ wore lucky LE they recelved two boxes of K rations per day. This
ravion was sapplomciited from blme Lo tiae willth rice that ralding porbles
were able Lo procuare io nearby villages. The wen used tnelr nelaots

for ¢ookliy as Lhney possessed no nessing egudpnent,  Hol withstanding

(&)

Cotiese conditlons bhe men malntained s high worsl snd very Llow were

casuatibles for otner reasons tnan_wounds.

Lxcept Tor Ifrequent pabrol swlriudshes and warding off thc ecneay!'s
atbewpts alb owr reur, o virtvaal stalemabe cxsisbed. To rewmedy this
situation anouvlier course ol actlon was ceciced upons On 5 August the
3rd patialion wag oraeréd 1o reliesve tie Lst Battallion. The Llst
batbalion woula bake over lhe security of the Ilaunks and rear, and the

3rd pattalion with =/U Uompany o aow advtached would be ubilized in a

new attempt to caplare tne.Apox(ﬂ) and Fayoyao., (see Overlay 3) (40)
Patrols reported having climbed a peoak (1), 1000 to 1200 yus.
noriheast of the apex(i) frowm where they could observe the apperiures
from witleh bhe eneny macinine guns wiere coverin; the vidge (U=3). Patrols
also reporteu Chaya to be free of encwmy. Witk this ble of inforuation
L was declded to agaln wowe anhbs Lo Chaya and abienpt o hiv the spex(a)
from the oortih ana cast.
e $.0.5 5rd Dattalion was ordered Lo sead Coupany K and gomparny
iy LOUN coumposed of igorots, ©o Unayws. With Company K protectiag ihe
flank and rear of Compaty 1, tie latter couwpany would ablucik the Apex(A)
by advancing soabheast along tie ridge (H-2), The patrol from Combab
Company that nad scaled thie peak overlooklu; the apex(4i) was atbached to
Gompany 1 and was ordered to reburn to the vantage point (K) with a

(46) A~i,P.105
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machine guil, sufficient amauniltions, aod an 308 300 with wiich to
maintain contact with ¢.0., I Coapany. Gowpany [ supporied by this
macalne gun fire wouwld attack the agpex{i) from the wnast. rrom positions
on ridge (d=-u4), R/C Comwpaay ¢ supported by fires from Companies A and C,
Lisbh Infantry (F.a.) from riuge (d=5), sould avtack the Japanese position
aloag (K=1). (47)
| buring 6 sugust the unlts were redisposed for the attacik that was
set for 7 sugust. A0 alr striike nad veen requested Lo plaster the
Apex(id) with napalm. Company £ and Company i being loaded Jdown with
amnunition moved over the precipitous ridges Lo Chaya. Av duuro?¢matz${
LU Y.
UQBO, 1 August the gblack Jumped off. Compary I reporved «embe“runnan
into wmuchine gun fire along the ridge (H-<). The Apex(i) was pouring

gaculne g fire along tire ridge (=3) to bhe rast, buat wien the machine

.'gun from polnt () began reglstering on the apperture of the Apex(A)
conmpany L founa tiwge they could advance. (/G Company O reported to be
aaing slow prozress Woward tue Jupansse cvidge poslblon (R-1). Things
as a wnole were nol going too badly considering the stalesabe that had
xsilsted. Tue thres companies were advancing,. though slowly. The
aorniag had starbed off ratiher clouwdy andg it was doubtful wihethier our
air reQaest would waterialize, |
About 1000, the weatier naviag cleared, bthe Le5 Iialson plane that
directed tie alrsirikes siowed 4p followed closely by P=30 Lignters with
napalm. 40 thls tlme llie companles were holdiag tnelr own vuab nob makiﬁg
Lo muacii progress.  Lu louked as thouzh bthe companies would have to be
pudled back to peruilt ue drop.ing of the napali. A5 Wuls was aboub
to be Gone, the C.0., Company [ radloed requestiug that tue strike be
neld off as ne was goling Lo assawlt tie Apex(4), At approxiuately
1020 men of Co. . rusied tae poslulon with han?éémnades, and seized
the well-prepored apex(a), xilling seven(7) Japancse in the cave, and
oarteen (Li) .ore wito were atbempting to escape. 4 total of 25 recently
graves were ulscovered nesr the Apex{(A). By 1100 Company ¥ made a
gmcbure wilnn Coumpany I at the gpex(a). Once Compony I nad seized

(L7) 4=5 P. 21 ana jp=6
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tire Apex(4) the C.0. directed [iwe dowu the Japanese held ridge (i=1)

to the south.‘ AV aboub 1045 the C.0., 1/C vompany ¢ requested btiab
Cowpany I witnhola thelir fires as hie wos moving onuo tihe ridge. By 1100
tne ridge toeal bhe Provisional Battalion (P.A.) iad been driven irom on
27 July was recapbtured by Coupany . [he Japanesc along the rldge
Cappareatly reslized taab the rioge was no lLonpger ténabie,with thelr
troops naving been driven frow the Apex(4), wiihdrew to the south and
soutiwest, AL this PoLlnt tie Japanese thoughould the mayoyao bowl could
be seen nusbily withdrawing to the south toward Alimit, and Lo the
nortiwest.

Leaving a security aetacouent at the hpex(4), the 3rd Battalion
hith the /¢ Company ¢ bepan theilr descent on Mayoyao town, meetiug very
little resistance. By 1500 elements of the Srd Batbalion had eantered

“bhe towan. Uy 1000 tihe stragglers in the viciniiy ol the town had been
Cleaned up and ihe uegighntal CoPe was woving inbto the mnicipal
buitiding,

On 6 gugust, with Cowpany L, 1lth Infantry and Compauy U, Lhth
iufantxy'enrdute from Ubao and Bunmnian, aond Company i left to secure
the town untll relieved oy units ol the ot Infantrj vlvision, the
remainder of the force began 1ts advance Lo Banaue. AT 10U Company K
made juncture with elements of tae lst fnfantry (US) near bucligan.

At 1900, after a 47 kilometer hike, the megiméntal Comiander and leading
elements of the 3rd Battalion arrived in Banaue. (4i)

AHALYSZLS AW CHITLCLSI

Tne kayoyao wisslon was successfully completed on § August 1oL5
Wﬂen_ﬁnc area wus completely cleared of Japanese and the 1lth L[afantry
(Puh, ) made o Juncture witih tae Oth Division ab Lanaue.

During this operation over 350 Japanese were killed in the kayoyao
arca and a larggé/and well~stocked riée oroducing region was captured.
The‘loé%s to our forces were apuroximately 50 killed and 20v wounded. (ho)

One ol The most serious handicaps of this operation was the lack
of capébLe leaders.

(L8) A~b:and 4-33 (L9) .4~2, P.19
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If the §.0.5 3rd gn., had complied with orders, and by-passed the

could -

enealy in the Watonin area~wesel (Lt was later learnad that’
navejdoné}ne'woulu iave becn able to seize tne dlvide east of Bunhian

a weelk eariler. e would have caugnl the encmy by complete surprise

at huanian, and once that town had been securéd, tie dividgg
neld by o suall force, would huve been most vulncrablé Iram the rear.
There would nave been no reason for the Jgpanese o remain ila positien
élong'the ridge, as tne apparent ourpose for cthelr belag there(to delay
our forces advaice on lkgyoyao) would have been defeated.

in addition, had tue Jrd babtallon oeen prepared Lo atback liyoyao
witih the Proviéional Battallon a week earlier, agalin it 1s believed
that e objectiﬁe would have been taken with litile effort. The
eneuy would have wvecn caaght complevely olf balance and unprepared.

’ . .

48 il was, on 27 July, when bhe Provisional Batbalion attackﬁihe Lowin,
the eneny was sbill prepariny nis position, and bringing ino troops irTom
the directiod of Aliwmit, as well as Snifting vroops irom tie ridges to
the west to meeb our abtack from the vaste

The failure of the G.0.5 Provisional Battallon to have seiued§ the

) {0 t?.’i. a4 ‘ '
gy berrain leabure hen he In.tlally occupled tue ricge leading wp
Lo itron.26 July, wlus the fact bnab the C.0., Company ¥ Falled to

exploit nis awvanvage of surpiise in assaunlting the town on 27 July, are

o violalions ol wdllitary principles.

I the C.0., Provislonald pattalion haud seized-tue Apex iﬁ) and Comparny
& had been withdrawn, the Provisional pabttalion would have s0ill been
in possession of e key position frow wiion he could have made another
&ttacK.on e bown; ana conversely, had Company K continued tﬁe assaunlt
on tne towi and dagtured game, 1t 1s not probable toat the eneﬁy-would
nave igolated idmsell at the Apex (4) witioub a sourcc of haber, food
ahu axmiunition.

The Layoyao mlssion w&s a difﬂéwcﬁlt opuration_if underbaken by the
best trained ana oquip?d troops.  This nission was aggomplished by
Cfficcrs and men, who Ly no sbandards, coilu be consléered well-trained
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or eqaiq%d, with few exceptions. In iy oplnion the splrit and determination
displayed by biese Filipino Officers and men under such adverse condlltlions
is deserviag of greal credit. It is important to nole thal the eantire
persennel oi tnls force were Fllipinos, witih the excepbion of the
neglaenial Qommander.
some of the lessons brought out by thls operatlon that bear menbloning
arei
1. That_good leadersuip is essentlal to success in combat.
2. Thabt an objective and.cumprehensive tralning program is esseantial
in preparing troops for counab.
3. An excéllent comnunication system is a vital factor in uvhe success
of jungle and modntain operabions.
L. Poriable Hospital uUnits are an skmost absolube necessity in
mountain operations whierc evacuatioh is diff#rcult.or impossible.
5. ‘fhat sarprise 1ls a vital element to a successful attack.
"0, Thal caleculatew risiks must often be baken to effect surprise,

7. That €esapplj by air is mlsast a "uwsi" ln penetrations deep

"~

iﬂ?? LILe moggta;HS;ﬁhere Tirere exsist.no TOaUS
8. That the gey terrain in the balltle area mﬁst be selzed and secured.
Y+ That decisive resulus are only obtalned turough tihe offeusive.
10.  That light and large caliber portanle weapons, suci as the
75m and 57w wecolless diflea\gould 08 used to a great advantage in
Jungle and wountaln warlare. | | | |
o ii; fnat terrain is Aot a bérrier to tune attack,jand converscly,
;s_notralone an obstacle for dgfense,
12, Oace tie assaglt ig pegun it spould not e halted.
L3, fnere are definilte ana luportact roles for pguerrilla units
wuring Wary boat Lo get the mexlinam benefit frow them there should be

a far sighted prograw worked oub for their future employment.
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