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OF 2D BATTALION, 33801 (W, (85UH INF. DIV.)
5 0CT. 1944

TR QPRRATICNS
IN TAKING 1. DELLA FORLLCHL, IPALY, 10-1

’ (HORTY AVENNIING CALDATCH)

(Personal experience of a Rilfle P’latoon Leader)

INTRODUCYTON

This wmonograpn relates the action of the 2d Battalion,
358th Infantry Regiment, 85th U.3. Infauntry Division, in the
capture of Mt. Della Formiche, 10-13 October, 1944, during the
North Apennine Campaign iu Italy.

After the féll of ﬁome, the rifth Army pushed north against
a‘strong, well organized, determined rear guard action of the
eneuy, 1he general consensus to every Iighting man wag that
~the next major enery stand wenld be made somewhere along the
North Apennine barrier stretching from the Tyrrhenian Hea to
the Adriatic north ot Florence. ‘this shortly became khown fnrough~
out the world as the German Gothlc Line.

fver since the Allies first landed in Italy the CGerman had
been developing this natural defsnsive positlon, accelerating
the pace of his consbruction after the tall of Rome. 'he German
hed reinforced this sogition wiﬁh a formidable chaln of care-
fMlly gited rock hewn pill boxes and bunkers, oxbensive wire ep-~
tanglenents, mine Cields and tank obstacles, all integrated into
thé rugeed, mountainous terrain whilch rose to elevatlons of & to
4 thousgand feet above sea level.

The mission of the ¥ifth and ﬁighﬁh Armies was to break
through the Gothlc Line, exploit this break~thfough and debouch
into the Po Valley plains. At dawn 10 Septenber, after a long
pause to regroup and to vrégare an offensive, #1fth Army launch-
ed its drive to piercg the highly vaunted 1line. ‘Ihe American
Two Cdrps bore the brunt of the assault, sbriking the line
with three divisions along the axis of the #lorencc-Bologna

highway. ‘Ihis highway wos Koovm as hishway 65.  ''he battle for
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the Gothie Line, like the Gustav Line Cambalgzn in Southern Italy
the previous winter, resolved itsell into a series of hard fought
actlons fbr dominating mountain features which Tformed the key
points of the enemy defense. (1)

Beyond the tothic Line, the German had Forty miles oi noun-
tainous terrain to defend berore the allies could deoloy their
nisght on terrain more suited for ollensive warfare. Many cerogs
compartments afforded the eneuy excellent defensive uositioné
and many of them were as Tormidable as the initial line itself.

ST BREAITTIROUCH

On 18 Heptembor, the tothic Line wag shattered. ‘'this event
occurred only after some of the severent Lisxhtling ever encounter-
ed in Italy had taken place. Ag days went on and the Apennines
began to appear endless, 11 seemed that the entirve mountain
range o the north misght be called the wothic Line., Whatever
the name, 1t blocked the ﬁay Lo the Fo Valley and it was toward
that realon that the Allies now dlrected their micshbty offensive
torces. MNevertheless, 1n oleaslog contrast with the firast week
of.fixhting, the advance was now progrogeing with what avveared
to he Temarkable speed; wibth ag much ag btwo miles being covefed
in one day. (2)

Initially the onemy was ﬂom@what.digor@auized, but they
soon besan Lo make upe of cvery advanbtose the terrain aillorded.
Bneny relnforcesents were swoving un constantly. 'The &5th Di-
vigion wag owposcd by the German 4th Parachute Divislon duriag
the flret ten days of fishting. rollowiing this perilod, clenments
ot the 562@ "(Greiner™ Diviglon, miscelloneous uailts of the
715th Infantry Divislon, and olements of the Lehy Drigade mode

their avocarance.  (8)

(L) A=1, p.45; (2) A-2, p.6l;  (3) A-2, p.6l.
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Many mountaln magses were to come into the line of advance_
of the 8bth pivision. Some of these were Monte Atuzzo, Color-
etta, Canda Bibele, Formiche, Lonterenzio, iano, Castelvecchia,
Costellaro, and many others,

1o OBJ BCT IV

The specific mowntain mags ol which [ am writing is monte
Della Formiche. (=) This mountailn was a part of one of the
german secondary defensce lines and charactoerized by belug ege
peclally formidable because ol the gtecp c¢liffs which fell from
all sides sexcept the north. It wag doubly important Tor the
enemy to hold Formiche since it comuanded highway 65 in the sec-
tor of the bivision on the left, as well as the Idice valley

]

road. Furthermore, it arfforded complete observation over the
entire area for a distance of 6 miles to the socuth (see sketch
no.2). (5)

T'he 24 gattalion ol the 338th Infantry Regiment, 83th bDi-
vigion, was asgligied the task of wresting this critical terrain
feature flroi eneumy handg. 'whis Battalion, belng in reserve at
the time, wag following closely benind the 3d patialion of the
same Heglment which wos doggedly fighting forward to egstablish
a npecified line of departure through which the 24 Battalion
was to pass in ils attack, (6}

Below ponte lormiche, the terrain was very hilly and there
was little opportunity for cover and concealment Tor the two
pattalions while moving Torward from one hill to the next. In
view of thig, and the Tact that the enemy-had excelient obser-
vatlon, the 34 sattalion's progress was sxcecdingly difficult.

Iln addition, the enemy not only used delaying tactics, but

{4) konte - Italian Tor mountaiun; (95) A-2, p. 8l; (6) A-4, D. 96
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stubbofnly reslisted every foot of the advance by machine gun
fire, sniper rire, small arms fire, and wmortar and artillery
barrages. kvery hill, ridge 1ine,.and bullding wog utilized
by the enemy as strong points. pno ground was given up to the
attacker without contest. (7)

During the nisght, 10 Ucﬁober, the 4d sattalion had accom-
olished its assisned mission of establishing a line of departure
for the 2d pattalion. 'he 3d pattalion was to remaln in its
pregent position and be prepared Tor opercltlons to the right
of monte Formiche. (8) Combat patrols were sent oub during
the night and countact was made with the enemy aloﬁg the entire
Regimental front. However, the batrols became heavily engaged
and were driven back bto our lines by intense machine gun and
mortar fire. ‘'he enemy appeared to be exiremely sensitive and
responded readily to every move made by the Torward companies.

WY FORT IXTCATTONS AND THRIGATHN

Direcltbly before the cliifs of sonte Della wormiche the

terraln was exceptlonally sinooth, sloping gently to the south
)

approximetely L1000 yards, and ags barren as a golf course Talr-
way. Hveryone of the 24 Battalion had a heavy heart for the
Jjob looked impogsible. 'he summit of the mountain rosge to
approximately 2040 feel above sea level. The German had for-
titied the forward slopes with cleverly camouflaged gUun el
plaoementg, all carsfully gited to give firefields of fire down
the slooé.. ¢n the swunillt of the mountain, heavy caliber
machine guns, as well as amaller caliber weapons, were »laced
covering the frontal aresa with plunging fire. whe valley be-
Low wag studded with "Shu" snd picket mine fields covering the

most logical avenues of approach.

(7) A=4, p. 94; (8) A-~4, p. 97,
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lmmediately below the sheer clif'fs and about three~fourths
of the way up the mountain lay the l1ittle town of maceratoia,
To the left rear on the crest lay the town of Ca Del monte,

At the Dbase ol the cliff's below bel Lonte were muerous.
caves. ‘thege caves sfforded the enemy excellent firing positions
covering the approaches to the buildings of Del lonte. The Del
lMonte ridge dropped off to the northwest falling gradually in-
to the valley below {see sketch no.z2).

PLAW Ol ATTACK

The 24 Battalion's Inltial plah waa to attack in a column
of companies {(a formation often used in the Lltalian Canpaign)
with the firsit objective being the village of Del ionte; from
therc to push to the north with two companies abreast, cutbing
in behind the mountain. “he lst Battalion was to push up the
Ldice valley to the right of the objective. 'I'me combiined
action of the two battélions was to outflank the mountain crest
and finally clear it of the enemy from the uorth. Lue to the
barren terrain before the sheer cliffs of wormiche, there was
no cover ITor maneuver. ‘Yhig, thereiore, appeared Lo be the
only Loglcal plan of attack. #asy Coumpany was to lead, fol-
lowed by George Cowmpany with rox Conpany in reserve,

ln support of this contemplated attack, tanks were moved
forward to the ridge along the Line of departure, taking hull
defilade positions and were to I'ire directly into‘the buildings
of maceratois and bDel ionte. Division Artillery was to {ire
_"time—on-target” fire into the same two villages, 4.2 Chemical
Mortarg were to cover the rear areas ol the mountain, and Can-
non Company was to cover the crest, shitfting their fire ag di-
rected. the 8lmm kortars of the 24 and 3d gattallons were to

fire a covering smoke gsereen, il necessary, for the attacking



o @
forces. All of the aforementioned I'ires were to be ready to
fire oun call.

vue to the fact that the enemy controlled bLhe ground a
foot reconnalsance was impossible, therefore, on 9 vctober,

a Tield glasses and map reconnaisance was made. It was de-
cided to attaclk mMacerabola from the left rlank. & gmall
drainage diteh wag detected running southwest of maceratola
to The Valiéy below, a distance of approximately 1000 yards,
which afforded the only cover, nmeager as it was, in the en-~
tire area (see sketeh no.z2).

At 0550, 10 Cctober, Ibtem Company was successful in
taking La Casone on the Regiment's extreme left flank. ‘I'wo
platoong of masy Company proceaded Lo La Cagsone to relieve
Ltem Company. ‘he attacl on vel kionte was to be. launched from
this point at 0600 hours. +inal plans were formulated as fol-
lows: The lat platoon of kasy Company was to lead the attack,
with the mission of taking mMaceratoia. The 24 and Sd‘piatoons
were bto follow, pass through the lgt platoon abt waceratoia, and
attack vel lHonte.

THE ATTACK J

Prior to daylight the lst platoon with a sgtrength of 18
men moved out of La Casone, crossed over the open ground under
the cover of darkness, and reached the atorementioned drainage
diteh. “1he formation taken up at the diteh was a column of
gquads with each man directly behind the other on hils stomach.
The desired element ol gsurprise forced all the men to creep
and erawl Torward in the direction of tie objective--wacersatoia.
‘Ihrough SCR 536 radilc comaunication, the Conpany vommander was
contacted and notiflied of the vlateoon's position. 4s the platoon

moved Torward, this contact was maintailned. at 0800, the support-
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ing weapons began to lay down their devastating Tires on their
sslgned target area%,

paylight vma alow in comineg because ol a heavy fog wilch
obgeured the aresa f[ro: enemy obgervation. Lt did not take the
eneny long to sense the oncoming abbtack although their obosrvaw-
“tilon was greatly reduced. Lhey began to cover the forward
slopes of the mountain with cconcentrations of mortar and artill-
ery fire, most ol which was inefiective ag it ecleared the ditch
by a considerable distance.

speed in progress was most dirticult Tor the lst wlatoon
for the diteh was extrenely muddy and varled r'rom only 2 to 4
feet in width and depth. +o the men 1t seemed the slushy, shal-
Low diteh exteunded tTor miles instead ot Jjust a mere 1000 yards.
the lst platoon moved on as rapidly as »ossible, spurred by the
orevailing thouszht ol reaching the objéctive before the fog
lifted. As they‘neared smaceratioa all atteupts to contact the
2d platoon by radio Tailed. in splte of this the lst platoon
continued to move forward.,

0830 arrived. Thé platoon was in posilion to assault the
objective. pBayonets were [{ixed and Tinal ingtructions lgsued.
the platoon was Htien broken down into 3 six-man sduads. #sach
squad wasg assigned a portion of the small cluster of buildings
in Maceratola and were to move in from the west and gouth. Lhe
platoon leader radioed the vompany vompmander and. requested that
the artiilery and tank flrc be shilfted from maceratola to va Del
Monte and to the church at the sumait o the mountain, all
fires shifted as reguested, and without a moment's hesitation
the agsauli began wiith each squad dashing for 1ts assigned sec-
tor firing their rifles as they speedily closed in on the obw
jective.

maceratolia was ours. ‘the attack had been guccessful and

12 | 1N

wi ad



-

one bthing hnd mode LU go--morimws use oF suapertlng crtillsry

Tire. Hhe 1at olatoon Collored L very closely and ugon.

the litdiiy o Lire had aosaulted the enciy positions beloie.
the onoemy conld set his heod wo vse firs hin ~moagon--coanlote

sursrise hod beon ~olned,
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the lat platoon had capburced 1 orime wover,

Loanti-tonk aun, 4 anchine gsuns, aud 19 seisonerys,  Phe prelson-
ST WO disarimsd, reorched, and pome of Lhien guestioned.  'They
woers bhon nerded into o largo roon, the door closed bohilad thei,
and sacurely bolted. Here $he Jrisoncrs vere lefb an o man
conld he ppared o suard them ond 1t was dewmed chat boe risk
Lo our owil men ia sencing bhom boek vwog boo grent as the wo-
teolbiiy Dop nad Lilted.,

Limediately the platoon took up positloug in and around

pany Coanander wag piven

the bulldings of the tovm; the CGc
the Tollowing messogse, "Objective tuaken, no casualbtics, have

19 prigoners.™ The Compaly Commander, Lieubenant Willias U.

Coblin ol Hrankiorl, Hentucky, a bold ond aguressive oilicer,
replied that he wans leaviing La Casone enrounte tto the cbjective
and that he wanted the Llat plaboon o continue o Del kboute,

ATter weceiviiy thip owder, radic conbtact with overyoie was

los®t Tor the Lat plaloon.

=

Little acbtivity took place durisy the next 20 mlnutes, ex-
cept Tor light onony orbar Pire folling around tne arca Lo our
rear and in the vicinlty of Lo Cunone. Qur dwn supoortling firegs
corviaued to fall on the creslt of Formlche arcund Lie cihurch
and to the'left of Del lonte,

L

Plang for bhe attock oir Del Lionte were begun by the 1st

platoon leader. Scue of bae prisoners, wien gquestlioned, re-

vénled that the Del Monbte rildue wme held by one reinforced com-

nany of Infantry. It wia decided Lhat mMocoratoia could nolb be

10, : 11



ieft undefended ag the 192 prisoners were st1ll there and the
2d platoon of Xagy Conpany had net yel arrived. Yen men of
the platoon were to remain in liaceratoia. The remaining.8,
plus the platocn leader, were to move Torward for pel Monte.
The route of advance was along a trall fron Maceratoia to pel
Monte., ‘the pabrol moved slowly, stayed close to the sides of
the cliffs and took advantage of the little cover and conceal-
ment that existed.

Deli ionte appearad to be deserted. No activity was seen
nor heard. Hopes began to rise that the town wasg uncccupied
because of tne heavy shelling it had taken, When the group
arrived at a point within 50 yards of the I'irst building, they
spllt Lnto two separate partles, dne.consisting of 4 men and
the obther of 5, 'The 5 man grous dashed into building no.l {see
asketch no.2); the other group rusied lforward taking up positions
at the west gide of building no.2. The vlatoon leader took up
a pogition Trom which he could contrel bolth groups {see X on
sketch 1n10.2}.

Wothing happened--all was gulet. Tt soon became evident
that the enemy was unaware that an atlacking force was in his
immediate area, algo, he did not know Maceratoia was no longer
qccupied by his troops. ‘'lhe men who hﬁd taken building no.l
captured 8 Uermans including one lLiesutenant. One man ot the
group hurried the prisoners bhack to the reperved cell 1n
Maceratoia,

No sooner had he left when all hell broke loose 1in Del
Monte. Yhe enemy had finally realized the presence of our
troops and lmnedlately began attacking the small groun from 3
directions; both flanks and frontally. It appeared as if machine
gun Tire was . coming from everywhere as the foe closed in to

take the ilnvaders. Defensive posgitions were taken up and fire

1l.
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was returned to the enemy; but the force wan overwhelming.
Little could be done Lo stop them. The 4 men in building no.l
ﬁere gorpletbely boxed in by machine sun Tire; there wag no exit
for theim. ‘rhey continued to reburn fire Lo the enemy from the
doors and windows until the enemy forced tacm to surrender.

One of the nen, Pfe dichard dJ. &grll san of Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, waz shot through the right shounlder, He cane
charging out of the bouse scereaming, throwing hilps rifle, helnmet,
and cartridge belt to the ground, then made o mad dash Tor
Maceratoia. Apparently the eaemy wng paralyzed by this action,
as not a sholt was flred at the fleelng, wounded soldier. ‘Lhe
platoon leader, reallwiny bhat it vwa lmpossible bo bake bel

donte with the number of men on hand, called for his men to

et

nake a broalk for mecoratola, 4 men were able bto =et back,
Artillery and nmovtar flire nov began to #Fall over tho en-
tire Torward sloden of the mountain. Maceratoia was mortared

v e

and sbtrafed with asciine cun Plre o oon]

bilons atop the moun-

paln and Crom the lofth Tlank.  Whe 2d platoon had been followe

a2

ing the drainage ditceh and did have soue cover; howovoer, the 3d

platoon woe caupat out on bthe open torraliy, cuowplebely exwoosed
1 _

and triasd despevately to dig Lo vhcre oy Wit the noed spround.

il

Hvery wove they saade conld he clearly obzervad from accroatoila,
vowall oan by bthe ety in Del dlonte,

MNew orders were recelved by the Lot slotoon to hold saceratola
at all coglt and the romoinder of Basy Uoinpany and George Loin-

W

DRy was to ClOS@ViH tiat nlat on the aren under cover ol dnipie
ness.  Yhere wis no alternative for the lst platoon; They had

to hold Maceratolis og withdrav iy was Lhwogsible. As tihe shell-~
ing continued, ﬁhe sminoners becaue reastless.  One ol our wound-~
ed mon‘sat zuard ot the bolbed door aud bhe rermainiing 14 men of

i

the platoon teok defeugive voaitlons within the bulldings of the

13
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town. Although the buiidings were badly battered, they did
give ample protection from enemy Tire. DbDuring the remaining
daylight hours the gplatoon was husy spoltlting enemy gun positions.
They detected at this time the caves on the left flank and be-
low pel Mounte. 'This infTormation was sent back and direct tank
fire was brought to bear upon bLiienl.

lmmediately after darkness, all of masy and George Com-
panies closed into Maceralola, and the best possible means of
defense was set up. AL 2200 hours that night, the 24 and 34
platoons of Basy Company againéattacked Del lionte, A hard fire-
fight developed as the enemy stubbornly defended his positions
and little progress was made. 'The platoons became digorganized
and again the attack lfalled. HKvery man was coiwnletely exhaust-
ed by the fighting, but Hasy Cormpany again closed in on the
area around maceratoia to set up a genmi-verimeter defense. ‘rhe
two cowpanies dug in well around the town. asy Company had
two platoons dug in forward and to the Lleft of macerétoia, with
the support platoon in position to the left rear of the two for-
ward olatoons. George Company occupled the bulldings and one
platoon dug in to the right of the town. rox Company was in re-
serve taking up positions in the ravine south of maceratoia.

1That night a new plan wag made to attaclk over the mountaiﬁ
before daylight, 11 October, with the two leading companies a=~
breast. Mox Company was to move forward and occupy maceratoia
upon the departuxe'of Kasy and G@orge'Uompanies. Hasy Company
Wa s giﬁen the mission ol taking bel Monte, to clear the enemy
from pel Monte ridge and to hold until further orders. George
Company was Lo take the church, cemetery, the crest of the moun-
tain,'and to continue the attack, rox Company was to pass Through
Easy Company to the right ol pel Monte and push forward with
ueorge Company on the right. The lst Battalion was to attack
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simulbtaneously with the 2d Battalion. It was to push to the
right of Formiche, cleariig the enewmy from the risht slopes of
the mountain and the valley below. UComplete plaﬁs were made by
all companies. Resupply of ammunition and ratlong was accol-
plished durias the nilght. Patrols were sent out to keep the
eneny occupled above macerstola.

IR ENEEY COUTTEEFRATTACKS

That night at 0550, 11 CGetober, both Basy ond George Vo=
vanies recoelved cone of the strongest countoralttacks ever directed
agalinet the Batitallon. (9) It was then apparent thét the German
congidered fonts Formiche one of the key points of his delfense.
A hectic nisht battle bepan and coubinued until daylight. The
enewy had moved aany ausomalbic weapons forvard and massed them
on Lthe crest of Lhe mountain above HMacerntolon, Enesmy Lroops
moved in from Del Monbe and caughl Magcy CQMQaﬂy head-on, the
surprice element new Povored the eneny. ‘fhe snemy's Hove was
so rapld thal there warn Little time for warning of the onconming
counteratbtock. Soaoy Companyt's ouboost Lline wag driven hack.
the enemy anbonnblic wonpons above mucoratola ogencd up, vouring

o hall of lead into the village bolow. 'I'hne orime mover which

had been cavbured and porked along glde the builldings in jacen—

atola v gel on fire by an enemy Lncondlary srenade.  The

burning vehicle illuminoted the entive btown, making 1t doubly
Aifficult for the defenderas-~lthey were in the Li-ht while the
anemy was lyine cround and above the foun in the doavknesad,

renades meamed Lo bhe comtian from eveorovhere.,  UHiTle rronaden

wore Pired Lhroush the windows snd doovy ond oroloded within

The oneny pushied hig albback with full fury and a deadly

(9) A~5, p. 89
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determination to retake maceratola. Hasy Company on the left
wags compelled to give ground. ‘the right portion of its line
Wa.5 fofced back to the first bullding in its sector. as the
enemy mnoved to within 40 yswrds of this buiiding he began to
blow in the walls with Panzerfausts--a German sequel to our
pBazooka. Bvery door and window in the village wasg pouring out
fire in the direction of the attack as rapidly ag the men could
reload their weapons. Yo the weary soldiers it seemed as it the
orime mover would never burn outb. Two hours of grueling Iight-
ing agalnst MOrale breaking odds had passe&'before the attack
wag finally f@pulsed. ‘the German withdrew, but continued to
haraas the town Trom hls dominating position.

LN PTNAL ASSAULT

The following morning, 1l October, the pattalion atitacked
ag previously planned, préceded by the tinest co-ordinated
artillery, tank, and morbar barrages ever witnessed., (10) Easy
Company, following the tank fire exceptionally close, was able
to advance right up %o the ¢liffs or pel lMonte. With Bazooka
Tive, it worked ibe way through the town and cleared the anemy
from the mountain ridee exbtending to the east, One slatoon of
ueorge Company scaled the sheer c¢liffs, reached the crest of the
mountain, and occupied the cemefery positicns of the onemy. AN
other platoon immediately joined the first and pushed on to clear
the enesy in the vicinity of the courch. After this foothold
wag gained, the two platoons pushed on against strong eneny re-
gistance. The support platoon ol George Company moved in and
around the church. FOX'COmpany, still in regerve moved into

maceratolia, ,

“he enemy made a grave mistale which proved most advantageous

(10) A=3, .89
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%o us--the attacker. uHe left nisg sosltions along tic crost of
the wountain, manned by scattered troops, while the malin body
backed away Trom the crest in order to got ﬁore cover from
arbillery fire, wiich wag Falling olong hils forward positions.
(This incideut definitsly proves the weakuess of a reverse slope
deiense). DBecausc of this George vompany was able to reaoch the
summnit of rormiche. after veorge Comwany's success bhe enciy
Teverighly counterattﬁcxed to regain higs lost position. Enemy
self-propelled weapons and artillery began to‘sheli the veorge
vompany area, ‘the church coliapsed dausing many casualties in
thn gupport platooin, including the Company vomuander. rhrough
all of thls, usorge Company held tenaciously to its gaing in-
Plicting heovy casualtles on the counterattacking ecnemy.

the German continued to counterattack, Fox Company wasg
.ordered to move in beltween wasy and Georze vouwpaiies. ‘'he
higher comumanders were worried. ‘they did not want to loge monte
Formiche by German countsrabtitacks; therelore, companles iftem and
Love ot ithe 3d sattalion were atbached to reconstitute a re-
gerve and to glve additional power to the 2d pattalion whieh
had all coupanies comaitted. (11) The 3d pattalion of the 839th
Infantry was also attached to the 338th Infantry at LHBO0O, 1L
Vetober, to be used on vlvision order'only. {12)

The attack continued wilth rox and ueorge vompanles steadily
cashing forward, degpite the enemy's bitter redlstrnce. dhis
pfogress pergisted untlil darkness agnin forced the pattalion to
bake up o detensive role. Love Uompany moved into pogition in
the'vioinity o' Ga Del ronte and lbem vompany was used I'or out-
pogting the newly won pattalion IT'ront.

Ln the valley to the right ol roridche the lst pattallon
7

(11) A-3, 0. 89; (12) A-B
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had wushed nowrth and was nearly on line with the 24 Battalion
and HH9th Infaatry on the wishb.
Puring the nleht ol 11 October, both sides weré actively

small Tire-rigubs flsred upn along

ad I patrolling

the entive Regluenial dront. AL 0600, 12 October, uvie altack

was aoaln reswued wAth bthe Sd patbtalion pasaing throusgh the 2
Battalion o boke tonte Bella Vigne, north of rMoramliche., 'Lhe
attacking batoalion had advanceed ouly o shorht disbtonce heyond
rormiche when 1t becone culte evident that another "Formiche
had to ho baken.

The succeassiul teradnatbion off thie emacescul wos followed
by the characterlstlc maneuver of the German in ftaly, That is,
wilen oar arca or mountaln becomen untonable, to fall back to the
next favoroble devenslve poslvicon and to wallt Tor the allies
bto agaln precs the atiack.

Lo AND CL T LG, LOLL

I sbudyl this oserabion it dg easily =een that the

5
mlgalon siven the 24 gattalicn was most dAlfTicult. Lhe cardinal
grineiple ia to by-vass, oub-tlank, and cut-olf the cusity how-
gver, circwastances Moy comnnd a Troatal attackz. TT the latber
1g true, the snewy can only bo avicted by hard work. 1In this
narbicular acbion 1t wan uot Teacible to maaeuver o the left

of the mountaiin hoecouss Lhe division on thHs left did not con-
trol the terraln a=s ar Offaru ag bhe S28th Infantry.

Yhe 1nitial plaa of atback wag good, sound thinking but
never materislized. The success in %akiﬂg maceratoia and the
failure 1 bakiug Del Hontg with the romalaliy: vlatoous ol Hasy
Company pinned downl by enciy flie dlebtated a new plan of actlon.

I8 the Battalion had atiacked with two conpainles abrasast
over bhe barren berraln the result would undoubtedly have been

18
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exceedlingly heavy casualties

Points worth of criticism are:

1st:  ‘the enemy had parbiol success in his iunitial counter-
attack from Del onte. The failure of the unit comnunders to
organize alternate defensive positions and consider counter-
atback capabilities of the enemy made thig "partial™ success
posalble,

od:  In any olfensive action heavy casualtles mist be ex-
pected and adeguate replacements should be available, liowever,
this wag not true in the instance of the taking of donte prormiche.
Throughout the entire North Apennine Campaigzsn units had to
iaunech their attacks with greatly depleted ranks |

B3d:  ITmuedlately upcon the capture of Maceratoia a comu-
nication line should have been established with the Company
G.Pe. at La Casone. Because Lthis was not done bthe lgt platoon
was without any meang of communication when its radio.failed.

4th: The initial attack ol Del Monte might have been
guccesglful if the 284 platoon of Easy Conpany had reached
Macerabtoia ag wes intended. DBecause with lincreased strength
in the attacking force provabilities are that Del lionte could
have been held,

LIESS0NS

Soime of the lesgons to be learned frpm the Morth Apennine

Gampaiagn and Monte Della lrormiche are:

1. n softening up an enemy vosition Tor the assault he

rn

L

must bc poundod unmercl ully w1th qulllCJy conecenbrations,

e TR 2 R e A e Ktp it T . - ML wzetias o

bOHbLDb dttuCh%, Lunh und Lduk do Lroyer ilr l“@ortqr barrages,

bazooha flr@ und hd‘d_wgﬁggggg, All this mugst be followed

et R B v T 8 3 e S PRI 23

aggre ;Lvely by infantry. Concentraticns and barrages are ol
no value in any assault unleass they arve tollowed clog tely snough
so bthat the rifleman cen close wibh the enemy before he realizes

18.
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that the Tire has lifted and comes up to man his guns. 'I'he
enemny will teke 1up the -sisck the moment he knows it ig there--
you must beat him to 1it.

2. In moving up to take a enamy OQCU)lGd buL?dan, toss

A Moty T e S u EERPCATES e W whia T e M
a hand g?enéde or fire a bu/ooha round into the bhuilding.

B sE
Tmmedliately alter the eAplosion dash iloto the room with an
i it Sl oS 3B e T R e g

avbomatic weapon blazing. This surprise action is almo £ al-

ways successiul.

3. In mountain fighting, the enemy usually sel up his auto-

R G T e

e 3 L o Y L PN S0t g g imie 1 7 e MR Sk P T o B e

matic WeupOﬂS dnd mortarb to. conaand Lrallu, deeo gulll 28, and

=T SR L T e e

[T

ravines. Hﬂwevor by "rilding the ridges" these points of re-
Fiftatice may be by-passed, out-flanked, and mopped up later.
Get the high ground Tirst and thig will take care of the low ground.

4. HEndurance, phys 1cal utnmLua s Jost essentlial Lo the
? ’ + LA ey . .

FOPURPTS S

N . ) . . . .
Fighting man. llountain warfare doeg not involve any new bhasic

) b e

princivles and in most cages in Ttaly it did not require speclally
trained troops, But the terrain encountered in the mountaing re-
quired men to undergo exceptional hardships and necegsitated top

Physical condition.

5, Unit commandPr* mu,t con;lmer humaﬂ l¢m1tdt10nu. If the

g stoep and the goling is cowpilcdt@d by deep mud and

Hey

terrain
lack of trails, the men are apt to lose contact. 'I'nis especially
applies to weapons platoons or hoavily loaded units.

6. Whenever a hasty defense iz seb up for the night and
'burnéble meterial as a haystaclk, vehicle, building, etec., is to
your front, tle an incendiary grenade to it. Run a wire from
the pin of the grenade to your vogibion. Place blenty of psun
bowder or powder increments around the material, In the event
of a counterattack at night oull the wire. The material will
burn lighting up the area to your front catehing the ecuemy

coimpletely exposed. A

& i

Ea
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'eupec1d11y —b nlght.

7 Durlng the tralnlng pna $en_muut be tau nt that to

SR e e R Ty TR AT R

bunch together is inviting casualties ‘'his cannolt bhe over

e - AR

P IR

empha31éed because if bne men are dllOUGd to do it in training
they will do 1t In coubat.

8. "Whe success of nMdll units is Sbill the dethﬂ@ of

2 i 2 b 37 T TR il et

vietorious c;noalyns. the corollary oi thls is that the gluecess

o sz i

of small units hlnges upon the aggressive leadership ol its

conmuianders-~the Sergeant, the Lieutenant.

9. A Teverse sloao delense 1p.only as good a thg LLme

Ak

spent in con Lructhw 1t. A hegty reverse siope deiense w1il

e

crumble rapidly in the Tace of & determined atback.
\

10. wire 00375]111"1111_(‘7_5'-113io_i_'l,,ililm#.f%ll@ll??b??iﬂciﬂs_..;G@fl’;;‘;l@i%} As inadequate
becausge of the tine element involved in laying the lines., ‘Yhe
angwer to this ils radios which have a longer range and grestber
portability.

1l. wmules employed in mountaln uurfare, if placed under

NP SR T e B E TR T ¥al e Y e N s ¢
et i e 2 b B RIS G AR =

LraLuod perﬁonuel pfove to be 1nv luablg Tor supply and regupply.

B PR S

12. ovutpost ﬁOthLORJ must be mutualLy supporting. &

e cphipior e T T e T L T s

covered route from the outpost line to the MLR is most imporbant.

13. #very froat line or position should have an altﬂrnﬂte

it o R o WS R B

Line or QOSLt§Oﬂ. mvary man musb be Lhorougnl bri Igd as to

what to do in tno event of a counteratitack and a withdrawal is
necesgitated,.

14, ﬂidgeﬂ cont inue to be the best means of dppdech

P s ST . - R

15, Housges hould ﬂob b used for dcfunslve

e

> pogitians if .

L

it is DOSSlble to seleot other locations. LI it 1s necessary

e A WS AR i s S

te ocoupy a hon 38 OVPTJ man must have a predeterm1ned tiring
poaibion within the house. cvaptured buildings are invariably

shelled by the enenmy,

20.
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16. OUnce an objective has boen taken, the lCddAd" e]emcﬂt

et o e

NESESPENEY RO e
ozt S - 5

T e

A

. M . .
must be reiniorced WLLhout delay. ‘“hig is egpecially true it

ITNpRC LS

the obgectlve reyulires a Larger force than the capturing unit

to adequately defend it. whe enemy will execute deep, I'lanking

counterastbacks to cut off any means of relnforcements; and at

the same time launech a strong frontal attack to regain the lLost

position.

17, if a small unit is to oaerate‘BOO to LOOO yards in

ST A g T TR kb e e s e T

i A s B e A S
front of the next ﬂuo>ort1ng unit 3eberveo muut be brougnt up

T 1 e R Ir g TN P R
sttt AR

close enough so thalbt the enemy cannot pessibly cuL the route

P2 ikl

of approach to the objectlive,

18. Ground omce y11aed mudu be held

P R S ST TR PR e

ercphg b AT

19. whe T/O ig lHQUEllGlth ioruezgsudliﬂﬁvai_wgundcd
in mountain warfare.

20, Lt is moatk bSSOﬂLLdl fOT orricerﬂ and non=coms to

tamy e N

have & bu”lc ﬂnowlooge oi artillery and arti iilery Tire adjust-

inezrt.
R R S

21l. btnemy wespons and material must be dcbtroyed upon

S
[ TR LR ST S :

aoture 1f evacuat1on JS i

sz

0'31bJe.

S

ke

28. ammanition and equiumeﬂu must never be Cnrown &vay.

B T

A R N R gt R Tt - .-
254 Urders must be ob yed GV EH 11 aoy augear bo be sense-
| e gt it 7 .

less. ‘Yhere 1is rca on Denlnd avery one of them. gailure to

[ PSR

obey may lead to the sulTering of others,

24, the traininp ol QmaLL units tor ndeocndent aeblon

A pm i 4 e - e T
ety s e g ST ST R e R LRSS A R T T e gE e )

is very ﬂeCE“;uELI‘y.

25, UfOﬂtdi attacK uid be av01aea unie a Lthey are
mbsoluteiy enblaL to bhe success of the opesration.

26. rractically aiL Lcssoug tearned on the Tigld ot babttle

ettt T RTINS 003 T VAR e A T
T N S rEils o e

only ewmphasisc the teachlngs found 1o field manuals. Wvery time
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&

a cardinal rule 1s blO a casualty resulis.
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