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PREFACE
24 January 1966

I wish to express my thanks and sppreciation to the librariang
of Thq Infantry School Library for their assiatance in the prepara-

tion of this monograph.
"The point of view expressed in this psper 1s that of the author -

not necessarily that of The Infantry School or The Department of the

Arny. !



INTRODUCTION

“Mndamenfally. every night attack is only a more intense form
of surprise.” {8:224) KarlVon Olansewlts made this statement in his
famous book ON WAR, He went on to say, "Surprise lies at the founda-
tion of all undertakings, without exception, oniy in very different
degrees, according to the nature of the undertaking and other einr.
oumgtances.” (83142) |

The purpose of this monograph‘ ie to support by dilscussion and
the use of historicel examples the premlse that surprise, when
achieved by stealth, in an unsupported, non~illuminsted night attack
is the supremely declslve elamqnt in the ultimate esuccess of ﬁhe
| mission. This study will confine 1tgelf execlusively to the unsup-
ported, mon-illuminated type to the exclueion of the supported,
11luminated night attack, vhich the author fesls doss not lend 1t
gelf as well to the attainment of surprise.

- ‘Daring World War II and the recent Koreen conflict, night
operations bhecame & normel taotiéal technigue. Department of the
_Army recognized this development and ordered an increase in the
amount of night training. , )

Mghting at night,' 'howaver, is not a new development. As esarly
as 1289 B.C., records indlcate that Gideon's defeat of the Midianites
was accomplished by & well planned and well executed night atimek. (9:
169-165) Within the past two aentuﬂel, Glausawitz relates that
Frederick The Great, d.uring' the Battle of leignitz in 1760, galned
a brilliant victory over Lauden by changing his positions at night
and thereby gaining complete surprise when the battle resumed in the
_ _morﬂing. (8r144)
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The achievement of surprise is as important te the soldiers in
thie attack as 1t 1s to the offlcers who lead them and unless both
are thoroughly trained in the proper methods of attaining it, then

a wvalusble weapon hag been lost,
DISCUSSION

Most prc:teaéional men, before underteking any task, however
small, invariably ask the question, "Why®® 8o it le logloal for us
to reason why we undertake this fearful task of attacking an unseen
~ eneny at night. The following reasons are offered with the full
reservation that there may be others equally as justifiable:

1, To avold heavy losses that could be ineurred by attacks in
daylight.

2, To combine with day attacks in order te complete or exploit
a succees, gain important terrain for future operations and prevent
the enemy from improving his defences.

3. To decleve the, enemy and capitalize on the surprise inher.
ent in night combat, {8:167)

The word surprise hag many definitions. Perhaps it would be
well for us to examine them briefly before amy discuseion of Just
how surprise is attained at night. The dictionary defines 1t as
follows: "To come upon and attack unexpectedly." (10} A more cogent
definltion is expressed by Major D.J.0, Mtzgerald of the British
Army, in a prize winning essay, "Surprise in war is the process of
taking the enemy at a disadvantage by sudden or u'nexpeqted. action,"
(7136)



It 49 with the ldea of capitalizing on the aurprise.inharent
in night combat that we are primerily oconcerned with in this study.
Surprise, 1like good fire support, just doesn't happen, It muet be
planned for with all the carefulness and cunning of which we are cap-
able. It is well to realize that surprise is obtained chiefly through
gacréoy. Some of the measures used to secure secrecy in a night at-
‘tack aret
| 1. Restricting the size and activities of parties engsged in
reconnalsence and other preparations.

2, Perlodlcally placing concentrations in other areas.

3. Illuminating other aress to miaslead the enemy.

4. Attacking at an unexpected hour from an unexpected direc-
tion. | | |

8.,  Keeplng fifles loaded and locked ﬂuriﬁg movement and allow-
ing firing only on order of desigqated leaders.

6. Prohibiting amoking,.use of lights, talking (except to transg-
‘mit orders or instructions, and then in a whiqur). and the use of
shiny or nolsy equipment. |
| 7. Using eilent weapons dnring the advance and attack.

8, . Darkening faces and hands,

9. Using a Blow rate of advance from the line of dsparture, so
thét the entlre unit can move in silence and maintain sontact between
meh.‘

10. Using petrole to knook out enemy listening posts and out-

guards Just before the asssult forces reach their locations. (4:213)
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Fight combat, although considered a normel fighting teshnique
in moset units, 1s listed as a speclal opaz;ation in our f:leld. nanials,
It is considered a special operation becanse of the characterlatics
which are peculiar to night fighting. In after dark fighting there
is a decrease in the effectiveness of aimed fire. This favors the
attacker in that 1t allows closer formations. There 1g a corree-
ponding ineremse in the importance of close sombat, (4:202)

"Night attacks paychologicaily favor the attacker who knows
what he ls doing, whereas the defender is assalled by doubis, ap-
prehengions and fear of the unknown.* ( 4:202) The Chinese |
Commaniets made excellent use of this psychological advantage while
attacking at alght during the Korean conflict. Their favorite _tr:l.ck:
vas to blow bugles and tin horns in an effort to decelve the United
Nations Forces as to the pize and direction of attack.

Major disadvantages which may influence a commander's decisgion
in ordering a.‘night attack are diffloulties encountered in troop
movement, troop leading, and in maintelnling control, diredtion and
contact during the gconduct of the attack, (41202)

Onoe the decision to attack at night has been made, careful consid-
eration mast be given to whether or not surprise can be geined by
stealth, Thig 18 most likely to happen when attacking a hastily pre-
pgrad position and there is a strong likelihood thet the outer de-
fengses of the positlon can be bypassed or eliminated. (4:207)

If 1t 18 felt that surprise can be attained, then a non-ill-
uninated, unsupporied night ,a.ttaok should 59 made. To ensure that
thig type of night attack is clearly defined, the following defini-
tions are quoted from Department of the Army FMeld Manuals:



HA non-illuminated night attack is one made under the cover of
darkness using only light from natural sources." (éiggflffﬂ

"The uneupported night attack is one which is designed to allow
the agsault anit to advance within assanlting distance of the objec-

Gomnents made by personnel in one division which operated in
the Paoific Theatre during World War II were highly in favor of the
non=-illuminated attack. Theif report said, "The darker the night
the better, A light rain ig better yef. Our operations on moon=
1ight nights have not been too smocessful.® (3:2)

A battalion commander hed thia to say asbout thé unsupported
night attack, A night attack, preferably just before dawn, is the
most effective way to take a limited objsctive. (1000-1500 yards)

One time_we Jumped off at 0700 hours, without preparatory fires, comple-
tely surprieing the enemy and eapturing a Germsn town quite easily.
Surprise was nearly lost, however, when a men accidentally discharged
_a.iifls.he had falled to lock, Since then we have allowed sufficlent
time for anh leader to personally check each weapon in his unit be-
fore the jump off." (2:1) o |

When stealth iz relied upon to acshieve surprise for a unii, the
effectiveness of the night tralning prior to the ettack will in large
'meqsuxo determine the success or failure of the mismsion. Stealth ie
an individual proposition and like a chaln, is only as strong as ite
weakest link. One poorly trained soldier who fails to adhere to the
iessona'learne& in training can Jeoprodize the sucoess of the entire
unit. The author feels that the teasbing whioh pertains to night
training, as outlined 1n M 21-.75 1s sound, but that only through

long hours of diligént practice after dark can the avarage soldier
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begome & well tralned night fighter.

No commander should atteﬁpt to surprise an enemw'at night
unless his troops have been well trained in the vaéioua techniques
80 necessary when moving by gtealth. Some of these teschnlques are:

| 1, The uge of the pﬁysical genges to a greater degree.

2. Iight digoipline,

3. Night movement.

4, Passing of obstacles.

. Finding and maintaining direction.

6. Night firing. |

7. SQQurity (5:34-81)

The British were very succesaful with their nighf attacks
during the early dbattles of the deﬁart campaign., The fect that they
_ did.suqceed 1s.axtributed not only to their skill and bravery, dut

alio to the fact that the German and Italian soldiefa were nagligent
| in their light diescipline. Hed the night tralning of these enemy
soldiers bheen more proficient, then the'rosulta of the combat ex-
ample iiated below might have been different,
| HIn World War II the Germans and Italians at TOBRUK were very
careless. The British recorded every light they saw., When the
Bﬁ_tiah attacked, they had most of the German md Italian positions
on the front lines spotted.® (5:39) |
Tt should be emphasized that surprise s only one of the funda

mental principles which must be followed if any night attack 1s to
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be successful. Simplicity of plan, careful preparation, training,
‘defini-te. and eanily identiﬂed objéctives and cohegion in sxecution
:e,re the other prinoiples which help insure murprise. (4:1202)

| ﬁuring. research prior to writing this paper, the a.\ithor found

- many excellent historigal examples which he feels a;deqﬁ.ately support
his statement that surprise, when achleved by stealth, in an un-
supportéd, non-illuminated night attack is the supremely decisive
element 1n. the ultimate success of the mission. The historicel |

example described below was .felt to be the one which wounld bhest
~1llustrate this premise.

EISTORICAL EXAMPLE

GENERAL SIE[UATION_: The Battalion Oommander, lst Bn, 115th
Infantry wae called to Regimental Headquarters on Octeber 5th, 1944 '
and given the mission of seizing SCHIERWALDENRATH, Germany; capturing
or deltroying 1te defenders and withdrawing. The attack was orig-
inally scheduled to bs heavily supported by artillery and air, bhut
shortly after the receipt of the order it wae learned that none of
thie support 'wduld. be o.'nila‘ble_. Becauge of the ,1a.cl;. qf fire support
and the nature of the ‘terrein, the battalion commender decided bo
attack .e.t 0400 hours, 7 October und.o'r’ the cover of darkness, rélying
entirely upon stealth to achiefe surprise.

On 6 October, the Company Oommmders were acqualnted with the
plan and made thelr reconnalsance from the village of KREUZRATH and
the town of BIRGDEN. They noted that the terrsin in fromt of -

' KREUZRATH wes flat and bere offeriﬁg no cover between the village
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and the objeotive. It was aleo apparent that a number of houses and
trees formed a sort of "islend“ in front of BIRGIRN.(See map)

| This islend was in enemy hands and Regiment directed that the
3:@ Bn, then oocup&ing BIBGnEﬁ. geize the lsland simultaneously with
the attack by'the lgt Bn. Becauge of the igland's oritical loeation,
1t wae #eeidod to attack across the open plain from ERFUZRATH and
withdraw the shorter distance to BIRGDEN, depending upon the 3rd Bn
to clear the route, :

The ehorter route to the objective through' the 1sland, looked
attractive at first, as it provided more cover to the attacking
forces. waever.'it vas decidgd that the small enemy force station-
ed 1n the island might detect the attacking force and alarm the
unite in the objective. ' |
PLAN OF ATTACK: The battalicn would attack with two companies a-
breast, each in a column of'plaxoons. widely deployed. The third
_ company would follow in platoon waves, fifty to'seveﬁﬁyafive yards
épari. A company of Enginaers..attached to the battalion for the
-domoliﬁion migglon, was to come in last, close on the heels of the
fhird oonpany. The 8] MM mortars would .support the operation from
the rear of BIRGDEN, (See map) The heavy machiﬁs gune were to come
in with the engineers and then proceed to the rifle companies whefe:
they were to remai% attaehed.' |

Gompany O was assigned the left half of the town and Company B
the right half. Company A was to cover the rear or south portion.
The leading companies were to move across the plain as quietly as
pbssible until discovered and then rush the defenders with fixed

bayonsts. There wes t0 be no stopping until the ocompany objectives'
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vdre reached, . Company A was %o mop up its ares and prepare for a
counterattack from the direction of LANGBROICH,

Yo preparatory fires weré plannbd becanse the ultimate in stealth
and surprise wae desired, Howéver, protéctive fires were planned and
all unit commanders issued an overlay so that individual concentra-
tions were avallable on cell if support became neceseary.

The vithdraval was o be made over the short route o BIRGHEN,
vhere tha battalion was to teke up new positions. The line of de- |
pﬁrture wae the northern edge of KREUZRATH.

THE ATTACE: The battalion moved into the assemblsr ares in
KBEUZRATH at 2400 hours and oroseed thé LD at 0400 hours. The night
wag brightly lighted by the moon, but fortunately for the attackers
a med:inm ground fog blanketed the area and restricted visibillty for
150 yards. l .

- The attaqkers moved silently. They paseed an enemy outﬁont
located in a windmill without belng detected. Finally, at 0428

the first shot was fired, It was followed by a few more shots a;nd
then silence. Then the fire fight began in earnest, but it was
evident that the battle was going according to plem. One by one the
compenies staried checking in with the good news that the situation
was vell in hend, |

The surprise had been complete. The unexpected attack caught
the enemie's reserve in the cellars, where they either surrendered
or were taken care of with hand grenades.

At 0610, all companles ﬁera on their obJectives and organizing
for the defense. The englneers pushed through Company A and commenced .
thelr demolition work.
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Gounterattacks supported by taqka were launched against B and O
“Qompanies. The two companies hsld their poaitiona until the engineers
had cémpleteq their demolition;mission. As goon as withdrawal wes
authorized, the battalion moved to BIRGDEN,

RESULTS: The attack was extremely successful with the
battalion suffering only minor casualties. The enemy lost 54
 ki11ed, 99 wounded, and most of thé.town deatroyed,
 ANALYSIS: This uneupported, non-illuminated night atteck is
‘an excellent oxample of the achievément of surprise by the proper
use of stealth. When the battalion commander made the decision to
attack at nlght without the help 6r'preparatory fires, he realized
that in order te move mcrogs the open terrain in front of the
objective, his hattalion would have to move noiselsssly and take the
enemy unaware, o |
Oomplete surprise was attained by this battalion. The assault
was made close to the enemy positions with fixed bayonets, The mere
facf that moat of the ressrves were trapped in the cellars and were
either_captured or kllled is an indication of the hlgh degree of
surprise achleved,

.!he battalibn was fortunate in having the ground fbg offer an
added cloak of inviaibility. It had not been planned for, but was
indsed welcome, .

. The emellent use of stealth, coupled with the withholding of
any preparatory flres and cereful planning at all levels enabled the

- abtacking forge to achleve surprise and complete ite mission.
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OONCLUSIONS

1. furprise is the most decisive element in an unsupperted, non-

illuminated night attack.

2, Surprise is obtained chiefly through stealth and strict ad-

herence to the fundamental principles of the night attaclk, v

% A non-illuminated, unsupported night attack affords an ex-
cellent opportunity to achieve surprise by the proper utilization
of stealth. |
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