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THE JAPANESE EXPANSION IN THE PACIFIC
7 DECEMBER 1941 - 12 SEPTEMBER 1942

INTRODUCTION

This monograph deals with the Japanese territorial
expansion ih'the Paciflic 0ceén aréa during the period
from 7 December 1941 to 12 September 1942,
" In order to give the reader enough background for
understandiﬁg_the Japanese attack-of December 1941'1t
will be necessary to go back several years,
| Japan for many years desired to establish the:
"Greater East Asia Co-proéperity Sphere", She wanted
to establish thia sphere of iﬁfluenca for her own benefit
and‘bécome'the dominatihg power in the Far East. She
was golng to attempt the establishiment of thils sphere, not
through peéceful end friendly means, but by the use of |
armed might, (1) |
| The. first step taken by Japan to indicate that she was
.on her way‘to estebllish a great empire in the Far East
occurred on 18 September 1931, Declering that Chinese
~ soldlers had blown up a Japanese owned rallrosd in Mukden,
‘ Japaﬁ used this as a pretéxt for sendlng troops in and
taking over control of .the entire province of Manchuria,
(Ses - Map “A")
| The "Mukden" incident went unpunished and Jepen had
set anh example to the other agressorjnations'that_were to
._arise,.Germany_and_Italy. During the next ten years Italy
‘Invaded Ethiopia, the séé; "plebiscite" took place; germany
(1) #1, p. 2
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reoccupled the Rhineland and snnexed Austrias, Italy seized
Albanla, and Germany lnvaded Poland., We might therefore
conslider the pccupétion of Menchuris by Japan in 1931 as
the first set of World Wer II snd finally errive at Decem~
per 7, 1941 as the climex to the whole affair, (2)

.fZConsider further the sctivitles of Japan during ﬁhe
'ten'year period following the "Mﬁkden" incident. Shortly
thereafter she invaded northern China and took possession
- of two Chinese provinces._ China was unable to offer much
resistance but it was not until 1937 that Japan seriously
took up the invasion of China, Japsn expected that China
ﬁould.be subdued in & very short time, but even though she
gained a large emount of territory 1t was realized that -
' China wes fighting hard and her splirit would not be broken
easily, Finally, near tha end of 1938, Japan, in an effort
to conserve troops, changed her policy on the tdﬁing of
Gh;na. - She attempted to cut China off from world supply
by occupying the_majob ports along the China coast,

By 1940_Jépan's attentlion was fooused farther south
to Indo-China'and Thailand, Using political and military
means she gained important concesaions. Also during this
_year she became a formal partner in the Rome-Berlin sxls,
To further protect herself she occupied Hainan island and
(During 1934) e

- the Spratlez Tslends, (3) Irkp e
In Aprlil of 1941 Japan,.with a2 look to the future,

signed a five year ndn-agression'pact With Russia,  (4)

(2) #2, p. 208  (3) #1, p. 1 | (4) #1, p. 2
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7_' 'CQnsidef1hg the bases and territory ecquired by Japan -
’ dﬁfing:tha'period from 1931 to 1941 we‘can see how she was |
preparing for_substantiﬁlzconquésba,to the south, In the
'sOuth she ﬁouldfgain the vast natural reéources qontaihed _
¢1nftha Néthérlénds EéSt Indles and bétter enable harsalf'to '
=become'aeif-sufficient. (5) She had bases élong the coast
| IVdffChina to‘pfdtéct éhipping_lénes to the south.-. Her
{'-auchas in dealingrﬁiih Thailand end Indo-Chins put her in

v,,position-tb desl blows agaihst the British, Americans and

" the Dutch who were located in Malaya and Burma, the Philipu
fpines, and the East Indies respectively. = In her_non-'
agrasaion pact with Russia she protected her rear in the
‘_prpposed_drive to thé south, By the.sumher of 1940 the
_ Japanesa:armj_and navy were well-situatéd'for the intended.
conquest (8) ‘ |

| Jepan now walted for. thﬁ developments in Europe to
bringjaboutitha opportuna mpment for her atteck, She
must'necesaarily.strike quickly end when the Allies were
at pheif worst- in order tb~gain a victory.  Japan atd not
'have“the:war=potentiai under hér control at thia time to
consider a 1dng;offen51ve.;? | -

S Tﬁi§ opporfund1moment for thb Japanese appeared in
1941,  France and the Netherlands had fallen to the Nazis

© and Great Britain was struggling for her 1ife in the Middle
':VEaSt.”..Ths-Germahs hed driven deep into Russis and 1941
.'_iWés5sdra to be an Axls year, Only the'United States re;”
| mained to worry about but all of her efforta were directed
'toward providing the materials of war to tha Allies in - |
| “Europe. (7) o

(8) 41, 02 (B) AL, pa B () #5, p.109
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In considering the ststus of Japsnese soldlers and.
B meteriel we.find"that both_had been battle teeted dﬁring-
f_ifour-end.one-half years of fighting in China, As for her
nety, Japan,‘eince-her renouncement of the'Washington Conw-
Lferenoe in 1934, had bullt up until by December of 1941
ehe possessed 230 major vessels. (8)

The one_big 1tem on which the Japanese %took a chance
wee:her merchant“marihe,-ﬁhioh.Wae Just adequate to handle
_'hef needs“duringthe;war'and-made ﬁo-allowence for any
'_.undue losses. (9) | | |

As for the strength of the Alliee in the Pacific we
find that 1t was entirely 1nadequate. As the Netherlands '
‘had fallen to Germany, the East Indles could not expect ald
'from home and Australia ‘and New Zealand hed sent the major-
lity of their troops to aid Britain in North Afrioa.'loihe_ .
C only reel strength in the Pacifio was 1ooated at Pearl |
trHarbor where the United States Fleet was stationed. The..

fUnited Stetes elao had some ground and eir etrength 1n ‘the
_ Philippinee.' | .
o In the whole Pacific erea the Alliee had around
;350 000 troope available. (10) However they were made
' up of many nationalitiee- they spoke different languages;
and they.didtnot;have any central control. Theyiwere,on.
:-tﬁeﬂwﬁole)poorly trainedfend eqoipped end could not hope to_
'etanﬁ‘uﬁ againet'the experience, numbers, and equipment of
: th§5Japeneee._: |

(8) #1,pe 4 (8)#,p. &  (10) #1, p. 6
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- THE PLAN OF ATTACK

| The Imperial High Command, in its plan for Japanese
conquest in the Far East, divided the war 1nto three phases,
: The first phase consisted of selzing the rich sgutharn
iaraas together with certain strategic areas to provide
-aecurity. ' In addition, tho first phase 1ncluded the neu-
- tralization of the United States Fleet at Pearl Harbor.
- The second phase was to consist of*a_conaolidation of a
Iporimeter defense and prepariné for any ettecks that might
be attemptod.ﬁ The third phase would be the destruction .
of eny enemy force_making an ettack end also ettempting to |
‘destroy the will of the American people to fight, (11)
If Japan wefe to be successful in the second and third
phases she.must strike quickly.
| It must be remembered_that'Japon‘a main drive would be
to the south, for possession of the_rioh southern area
o_'would mean.self-sufficiency for Japen and also a great loss
j‘to her enemies, | _
- Japan at_this time was able to oapitalizo on the
-gituation of her enemies, as haa:alraady been mentioned.
 She therefore decided to_strike simultanecusly at widely
spread tafgets;' 'Theoeﬁtargets would include Pearl Harbor,
Waké, Guam, Hong-Kong, Thalland, Malaya, end the Philipplne
'Islands. The attack on Pearl Harbor would secure her left
11f1ank An the drive south and the attacks on the Philippilnes
'_and Malaya-would bo for the purpose of-gaining_air superior-d
dityfin the Far.East'as-tha two largest concentrations of
_ ,Aliieddoir pooer were looated'at these two piaoes. (12)
(11) #1, pe 9 (12) #1, p. 10-11



THE JAPANESE ATTACK

 Pesrl Harbor (See Map "AM)
| At about 0750 on the morning of 7 December 1941 the
Japanese made their:first attack at Pearl Harbor in the
-Hawaiian Islands, The Japanese completely surprised the
American forces when theilr first planes srrived over the |
1slends and began two hours of systematic destruction. (15)
No_preCautiona were taken to alert any of the American
troops even though 1naidants had occurred ahich tndicated
fhat aomething was taking place of an unususl nature., |
More than an hbur‘before.the alr atteck & Unlted States
destroyer.had sunk a Jepesnese midget submarine and even
though-a'repoft wes rendered on the sctlon, no alert for
the base was given, (14} In eddition, shortly after
'seven'o'CIock'a.fadar operator reportad'a large flight of
aircraft coming towards the 1sland of Oahu fr0m the north- 4*
east, This warning was ignored alsb (15) “J“>%{ h! ﬁlk-”%;"
Tha first Japanese plsnes came in with the misafghwa£ : i
- galining alr superlority. This they did esslly by surprise
aa is shawn'by tha fact that all of our planes were still
on the ground., They Lmmedlately turned their atteck to
the airflelds and the grounded alrcrsft which they destroyed -
at will.. Following closely behind these plenes were the
ﬁorpedo bombers which undertook the destfuction of the navel
vessels 1n Pearl Harbor. - |
The initial attack lasted about one-helf an hour and
then the firat planea started to return to their carrlers,
The Americens took advantage of this break 1n the attack
and tried to strengthen their defenses, Around 0900 the

(13) #4, p. 137  (14) #2, p. 324  (15) #2, p. 324
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. 8geond waﬁe eppeared at Pearl Harbor, This wave was un-
'_gﬁie=to do as much damage as the firat wave because they
were eqﬁipped with 1ight_bomb8-to=attéck the alrcraft
“carrlers, Luckily for the United States the carriers
were-ndt present_and the atteck was directed toward thé
other vessels, This attéakrlasted a 1ittle over thirty
- mlnutes end by 0945 &ll of the Japapeae had gone and the
raid was over., (16)

~ During this short intense raid nineteen ships were
elther sunk of badly damaged; $25,000,000- worth of sircraft
_was'lost;72583 pebsons were killed;-1842 wounded; 960 more
| were miésing, (17)

 ne Japanese in this attack concentrated oﬁ'aircraft"

airfields and. their 1nsta115t1¢ﬁa; and the ships of the
fleet, They almost completely lgnored the supply
fadiiities,and ihstallations of the ares, It 13 inter- -
esting to note that within a few days all of the aircraft
lost by the United States had been repleced and within a
yeer all of. the ships sunk or damaged, with the exception
of onefbattlebhip, were resady for sction again, (18)

Midwey Islend  (See Map "A") |
| The garrison on Hidwaj had been alerted by news of
thejattack.on'Pearl Harbor, They manned the defenses and |
prepgred'for'the'expected attack which did not come until
af'ter dark on 7 Deéember.  Attacked by two destroyers
which shelled the island, the gerrison fired their shore

-~ batterlies at almost polnt biank range, 800r1ng hits and
. driving the Japanese vessels away, This was the onlj

(16) #1, p. 23-86  (17) #2, p. 326  (18) #5, p. 1

9
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~attack on Midway and 1t was not to appear on the Pacific
‘scene agaln for six months when & Japenese fleet was

‘defeated in that area, (19)

Weke Islend (See Map BA™)

Wake Islaend lies about 2100 milea west of Pearl
Harbor and at the time of the Japariese attack provided a
cable raléy station and an emergency landing field, It
‘was manned by & smell Marine garrison, On 8 December
(Wake Islend time) an eir attack was ﬁade on the lsland.
airfield'where twelvé out of the sixteen sircraft
possessed by the gerrison were destroyed. More.air ralds
" followed and on 10 December & naval bombardment was included.
- The defenders sﬁcceeded_in ghooting down several plenes and |
déﬁaging or sinking several Ships with their eanti-alrcereft
guns and shbre_batteries. Atr and navel bombardment |
'continﬁqd untii practically every lnstellastion on the 1slandr
was désﬁroyed or damaged, -(20)- The end finelly came on
25 Deéembér when Japanese froéps landed and qﬁickly took
possession of the 1slesnd, (21) = For the amount of |
terfitory-gained the Japanese suffered very heavy losses,

(22)

© Guem (See Map nAn)

' The small garrison of 400 naval personnel and 155
Mariﬁes located at Guam had no means whatsoever to ward
off the.Japanese_attack thﬁt ceme on 8 December, ‘After
two days of alr attack the Japbneée.landed_and the Ameri-
_'oan_forces nad no»choice but to surrender, (23)

(19) #1, p. 29 (20) #4, p. 143 (21) #1, p. 30
(22) #3, p. 185 . (23) #1, p. 30 _

10
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 Hong-Kong (See Map "B")
:. From positions that ringed the British colony at Hong=-
Kong_Japanese trocps-attacked-cn the morning of 8 December.
By means of an:air attack tcey destroyed British aircraft
in the area and"é;cund trcoﬁe easily drove back the Bfitieh.

' On the night of 11-12 December the Japanese made an attack
~ that forced the defenders back to the 1sland of Hong-Kong.

.After shelliné'the 1sland*for several days the Japanese
made a. landing on 18 December and pushing steadily forward
brought ebout the eurrender of the British on 25 December.
(24) |

; With.the.captﬁre of -Horig-Kong the Japanese had acguired |

-._etill_another base on the coast of China to protect the

‘movement of supplies and troops to the south,

_Thailand (See‘Mep "B")

Prior tc the invesion of Thailand the Japanese had
ekerted all their political and military power to gain the
good will of'that ﬁation. As early as 1940 we-have geen
that treatlies had been made to cement relatiens between
the two nations, '

When Japsnese troops entered Thalland on 8 December
they met only token resistance that lasted sbout six hours,
Jepanese troops 1mmediately moved south to aild in the
Malayan operaticn end northwest to the border cf Burma,

(25)

(24) #1, p. 31 (25) #1, p. 32
1L
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:o_”Malaxa and Singapore (8ee Map "B") -
| Another operetion that took,placefonrs December was :
that in Malays, with Singapore at the southern end,as its
.final.objectite@. Japaﬂeee troops.made landings on the
.1¢ﬁg_tp;ﬁ Malayen.penineula to secure airfields for
fortper operetione thet would require eir support, in
'_making‘theee landings they almost carried out an envelop-"
ment of Eritish forces~to'the'north and'the British ﬁere
required to fall back in order to escape,  The Jepeneee'r
_.continued driving to the south without belng halted until
byrthe night of 50-51 January 1942 all of the British
foroes ‘had withdrawn to the 1sland of Singapore. (28)
” It was durlng thie drive to the south that Japaneee
‘alrcraft destroyed the “Prince of Wales" and the "Repulse",
,British bettleehips , Which were the only capital ships
 that the Allles hed in the Fer East, WLth the sinking
of these two ships the Japaneee had little to fear on the
ses in thet pert of the world,  (2%) o
" on 16 December Japanese troops landed in Britieh
t’.Borneo in order to secure the left flank of the. drive on
B Singapore.( By 1 Januery 1942 they hed oomplete poneeeaion
;:tfof this protectorate. (28) | |
. Singapore the great neval base, was the stronghold
of the Britieh 1n the Far East Although prepered to
"f-defend ageinst ettack from the sea, ehe WaS not bullt to ,
| ‘fend off attacks from the jungle to- her rear or to ward :f'
roff air attacks, (29) | |
A Beginning on 29 December and oontinuing through 8

;:eQ(zﬁ)-#5, p. 113 (27) #1, p. 38 (28) #1,-p. 33
o (29) #5, p._lle_uﬂ | L o

12
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'February the . 1sland was teken under siege byza Jepanese
alr forces. Near the end of this period the Japanese
artillery started concentrating on one certain area and
‘on 8 February the first landing was made on the_island,
__This was followed by a second landing on another part of
If.ﬁhe i1sland, :Although'attempting a ébordinated counter-
attack, the British were driven back'steadily and on the.
~evenlng of 15 February they;surrendered unconditionally,

(30)

'ﬁggmg (See Map "B")

| - From the recently acquired territory in Thailand the.
-Jépanese opened their offensive_againat_Burma on 1l Decem=
ber, By selzing Burme and 1ts airfields the Japanese
'wbuld_pfotect the right'flaﬁk and rear of thé drive down
the Malayan peninsula, By 31 Januery 1942'Japanése
grouhdftroops.had fqrced'the”British'back_unﬁil they
sssumed a defensive llne along the Salween River, The

- Japenese orossed the river~ab¢ut g week later and by 8
Mérch hed driven aso far that Rangoon hed to be abdndonad
by thé.British._ ‘Pursuing rapidl;)thé'iapénese drove the
British into India and the Chinese trbopa,that kad been
aiding in Burme,back into China by“the end of May 1942.

_ in addition to protecting the advance on Singapore by
-_1nvad1ng Burme the Japaneae succeeded in cutting the supply
';rautes_to China other than,the air route over the Himslaya

Mountains, (31)

(5b)#1,'p; 42 (31) #3, p._115



hilippine Campai (SeeMap ngty

8till another attack by the Japanese on 8 December.
took place in the Philippine Islands when the leading
- elements of a naval alr attgck struck at éggbat 0950,
- The main enemy alr attack was made at Clark Fleld where
twelve B-17's were demolished, sixteen fighter pianes and
_five B=17's: severely damaged. When the dey was oﬁer one -
half of our bomber force and one-third of our fighter force
in the Philippines had been destroyed. _

It was not until 10 December that the first landings
'were méde; ~ These came on Luzon at Aparri and Vigan, On
-12 December & landing wes made at Lagaspl in south Luzon,

The force that had lgndéd at Vigen started moving
south and on 21 December Qefeatéd our forces in a battle at-
SanFernendo, This was fbilowed by further lasndings in the
.-aréa south of Bauang, This lending by the 23rd threatened

-tQ tﬁrn the flank of the Amerlcan main defensive position
“at the head of the gulf. With further landings at Lamon
it wes necessary to.Stgrt the planned w1t3§¥§§£f°%§£§§?3§;.
The_tfodps vere drawn up from the south and Manilas was
declared.an ppen clity, Opposed by superior forces the
Amerlcans were‘forced to take up successive defenéive
positions and by the 26th of January they had been forced |
' a11 the wayrback-to thair_reserﬁe-positions. : |

| __Dgring this-péfiod tha.American trobps weré_gaining_
éxperiénbé- ahd:becoming acoustomed.to Japanese tactlcs,
They were - able to repulse two 1anding attempts and one
»frontal essault was halted. mn&: was also during this
pericd thatcgﬁglgﬁ;;?;;s dwindled, especielly food.- _The.r

EPR AL
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~f... _ ”‘Japaneee counted upon this to ﬁeaken'the Americans and his
hones were réaliZed when'disease>and malnutrition'spfoad
-through the troops. i?
On the 3rd of April a strong attack by ‘the Japanese,
| who'in-the meantime had receved reinforcements, penetrated
.the Amerioan 11nee3 '1Pressing forward the Japanese finally_
received the surrender of the'Anerioans on 9’Apf11 1042,
When Eataan hed fallen the enemy began their attack
on Corregidor. Using botn artillery end aircraft for
bombardment of the'ieland, the Japanese finally attempted.
a landing on 5 May but a strong defense limited them to
3oniy 8 few yerds, -After the suffering of heevy loases
end with no reserye forces remeining 1t was decided to
sunrendeé%h General Wainwright commanding the forces 1n
'the Philippines, proceeded tc.Bataan to make the neceasdry
'ﬁrrangementa. 'His offer[tas refused wnen he offered to
tsnnnender only thoeeftroops on the 1sland of_Conregidor.
The General retunned-to the 1sland fort and ab 'midnight
.on 6.May he formallj surrendered all nemaining forces 1n
the Philippines hecause he had no other choice. ‘

; Operations of the Japaneae against other 1slands in
.the Philippines were taking ‘place at the §nme time but they
had'little effeot upon-the outcome of the,battle'for Luzon.
Air attacks were made on 8 December_and.landinga were made
'on'Mindanao et Daveo on 20 becember. Our'forces in this
”area were very weak and were limited to gugfilla operations.-

| Aetvity continued in this area untiiwthe middle of

'-'_Apﬁil when‘oouriers from General Wainwright instructed them

to surrender because he fesred for the safety of the_troops

15 3 !



that had already been surrendered, (32)

_'ﬁeﬁherignds'Eaat_Indiea (See Map "B")

';,?{Although the'Japanese_schédule called‘for the taking'
'6f.the Netherlends East Indles af'a later date, the success
' agéihst the United States air power in thé_Philippines
mede 1t possible for the Japanese to leaunch their fifat
”attack in this area on 11 January 1942 when they landed at
'Tarakan, en oil port in Dutch_BorneOy/ Another.fbrce
struck st Menado on northern Celebes, '-Followiﬁg these two
landihgs the Japanese stfuck.rapidlj to the south meeting
- 11ttle resistance, They landed at Amboina on 30 Jenuary
and'within a week it was takén;_Balikpapaﬁ on the east cosst
of Dutch Borneo was captured on 23 January; on 15 Februsry
“they landed at Paleﬁbang.in eastern Sumatra and overcame
the wholeAérea;.the.leth saw them seize the Deﬁpassér
'airfiald.on the southeaéﬁ coast of Bali; Dilli in Portuguese
 Timor was teken on the 19th; on 20 February they occupied

the airfleld at Koepeng, Then ceme the attack on Java,
1Follow1ng heevy air raids the Japanese laended near Batavia
'and.at~Semarang. Pushing the wgak resistence easily

_before-tham'theyfforced the defending ﬁroops to”withdraw

to Auatfalia and on 9 March accepted the surrender of the
entire.Netherlands East Indies,
| | it was during this periocd of action that the Allles
" were sble to strike their first noticeable biow, This

occurred In the Mecesser Strait on the night of 23-24

Jaﬁuary when a'nighﬁ torpedoLattack-waa_carried out

(32) #1, p. 54~84



ageinet an enemy transport fleet. Without being harmed

this Allied force was able to eink four JaPaneee traneports‘
. {(FI Lon Ir, r

‘... ! [
| a7 :
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and & patrol ehip. (55) w et u;calwf 24
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South Seas (See Map "ph)

In furtherance of the Japanese baeic war plan we find
.them extending to the south and southwest in order to gain
:_beees for the establishment of the perimeter defense which
wae‘pert of phase one,  As far ae.the South Seas were cone
cerned the cerrying out cf.the.plen begehiwiﬁh the occupa-~
tlon of the Tarewe end Makin Atolls in the latter part of
- December 1941, _
| Next ceme the aeseult.on Rebaul, a strategic bese in .
the Blsmarck Archipelago,.where,Japan could control. a large
erea of the South Seas. _ Beginning on 3 January 1942 the -

fdJapaneee carried out bombing missions to prepare for the

~landings that were made at Rabaul and Kavieng.in the

'Biemareke and at Kieta on‘Beugeinville. Meeting resistance
(‘—'—"'-"‘ -

o enly at Rabsul the Japanese soon were in possession of

theee three places,

The Japanese moved on to Gasmata in southern New
Britain on 8 February and occupled 1t easily.

One month later on 8 March they landed at Lse and
Salemeue in northeastern New Guinea and with this occupeticn
the ‘Japanese had reached the goal of the first phase of

“thelr baeic war pian, In only 8 few short monthe Jepan -
i-had conquered thousands of squere miles of the Pacific area,
| ’ Elated cver her eeey eucceee ULkO thie point ehe decided
”ito expand further instead of going into the second phaee

.'(35) #1 p. 93-104
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-of “the wer plan, (34)

ALLIED OPERATIONS

Before going 1nto any additional operations on the
part of the Japanese 1t would be well to discuss what
succass tha Allies were having at this time, In doing
80, we find that all of their siccesses were confined bo
battles at see using both ﬁircreft and navel vessels,

The-first'of-these victories occurred at the battle
of the Coral Sea which laatéd from the 4th to the 8th of
‘Mey 1942, ‘On'4 May part of:ths United States Fleet in
the Pacific surprised a.Japanése transport fleet and 1its
escort off the island of Tulagi in the Solomon group.

Heavy damage was 1nflicted on the Japanese fleet as thelr
troopa_were making a landing on Tulagl, Oon 7 May the
Americans sttacked snother transport fleet off Mismis in
the Lcuisadesj& ‘Here again'hSavy damage was done, to
‘Include the Qéstruct;on of a‘new Japanesé‘aircraft carrier,
On the 8th, the last dey of the baﬁtle all the sction
concerned aircraft,and surface vessels did not fire a shot
' gt each other,  Although considerable damage was done to
‘the Japanese ships, the United States Fleet lost the air-
créf£ carrier "Le#;ﬁgtoﬁ"..,(Sﬁ) | With theae,éictoriea
“the supply 11ne to Australls was kept open and the Jap-

- aneag removed their fleet from that arqa. (See: Map “D“)(36)
| On therard of June the naval battle:off Midway'!sland '
began and the American victory here was very possibly the
:turning point of the war in the Pac;@ic.-' When the battle
was over Japan no longer ruled-supreme over the Pééific

(34)_#1, p. 105-108 (55) #6, pe 140 (56)'#3, p. 128
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Ocean, Here sagain aircraft ahowed their power againsﬁ
surface vessels and there was no exchenge of shots between
the two fleets, Because of intelligence reports the
Amerlicans were forawafned of the planned attack on the
- island of Midway and'ﬁere able to make preparations to
meet the enemy on better then even terms, (37) The
battlé lasted more than three days with the Japsanese
“taking the adﬁantage on the first day, The next was
fdecisive when Americen planes succeeded in ?utting dut of
commiéSiOn all four of the aircreft carriers in the Jap-
snese fleet attacking Midway, This reduced the Japanese
air éctivity to nothing and in the pgrsuit the following
dey the American aircraft wére gble to destroy two heavy

cruisers, (SEE MAP "A") (38)

FURTHER JAPANESE OPERATIONS

“On 3 June 1942, concurrent with the planned attack
6n'Midway Island, North America recelved its first alr
.attack when Japanese planes bombed Dutch Hafbor in the
Aleutlan Ialands, | While thls attack and another on the
following dey were in progress; Japanese troops landed
on and ocoupled the 1slands of Attu snd Kiske at the
western end of the Aleutisns. Although this geve the
Japanese a good observation ﬁoat 1t was reglized by both
stdes that weather conditions in thet area did ﬁot make
further operations to the eest feasible.. (See Map "A")
(s0) - R,

This attack and occcupstion was followed on 6 July

(87) #1, p. 118 . (38) 42, p. 511 (39) #2, p. 51O
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by a Japanese landing at Guadalcanal where airfield con-

struotion ‘Was begun to provide a baae for operations

B against the supply route to Australia. (See Map "D") (40)

The last sction in which tho:JapaneSQ took the

- iniﬁ;ative to gain.furthof_torritory occurred on 22 July

when a Japenese forcollaodod ot Gona on'northorn New'Guihea

‘+and started over the ground towards Port Moresby, one of

L,

@’

: battles in the Coral ‘Sea

the objactives they falled to reach because of the naval

é,J They were able to get far

1 enough to oontrol the'key pass over the mountains at .

Kokoda. It was here that an Allied foroe met them and
Rt N Y

-"chocked'their advanoe on Port Moreaby. (See Map "D") (41)

/It was at this point and oontinuing up until 6 August 1942

R (3that ‘the Japanese expansion in the Pacific reached 1ts
| peak. (42)

ALLIES ASSUME OFFENSIVE

We have said that the Japanese roaohed the full

‘oxtont of their expansion on 6 August 1942 beceuse on

7 August 1942 United States forces struck with ground
tfoopa'for tho'firstatimq at Guadalcanal, Tulagi, Gaoat s

'snd Tanemabogo, all in the same general) area, The Allles
T ‘

at thio time were still ooothe strategic defensivo because

 of their lack of strength’ but in order for thom to preservo_

'the vital supply route from the Unlted States to Australia

' 1t was necessary for them to take up the tactical offensive.'

(45)
| Tho landings on Guadaloanal took the Japanose by

~surprise and the airfield under construction was eoai;gﬂva

2 #1, p. 116 (41) #1, p. 115 (42) #7, p..li'
#75 pe 1 - e N |
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.captured and put tothe advantage of the Americans, (44)
The_landings on the other islands met bitter resistance énd |
~in some places sﬁffered-heévy casualties,_but by the after-
noon oﬁ'pha 8th the Americéna had succeeded in taking all
three of the islands. (See Map "D") (45)

‘- Returning to Guadalcanal we find that' the Japanase
hed not given up hope of retaking the airfield  They
vihad made several attempts and each time:g:;ulsad with
| heavy losses, (48)
 This is the éltuation as of ths 12th of September 1942;

Ve find that Japan has reached the limit of her expansion-

. that the Allles have assumed the 1n1t1at1ve on & very

_'11m1ted scalp;: that-the t1de of battle has turned and
Japan has started to fall back along her long route of

advanca.

ANALYS IS AND CRITICISM

In thelr method of sttack on 7 December 1941 the
,-Japanese.took a wéll Calcuiated'risk. Instead of con«
centrating their forces 1h one area of operétibhs they
ISpread them so far apart that they could not possibly

_ have aided each other in the event of strong resistance
and-pbasible defeat, Héwever, in deciding upon thls method
of attack the Japanese took the fullest advantage of the

. European situation in plcking the time of their attack,

Their excellent 1nt6111gence; combined with a detailed,
excellent plan of attack almost assured them of success 1n
'-the opening phase of the war, |
"It 1s possible that the whole plan of the Japanese

(44) #3, p. 169 (45) #7, p. s -(46) #5, p. 169
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~ ‘drive ‘to the south might have been changed had they not ;{E,

found the situation at Pegrl Herbor as it was, Ample~

warnings to the Unitéd Stetes force in Hawail went une

. heeded._ If the naval force at Pearl Harbor had been
 a1erted for'tha attack on December 7 our ships might have

: been thetdeciding factor in delaying the Japanese offensive

and glving us time to reinforce our garrisons in the Far

- E.a's'll:.'.

'The attack on Paarl_Harbor by the Jaﬁaneae:showed one 7 k!
thihg to be lacking end that has been noted beforse, That ;%
'Was the fallure to bomb any major supply 1n§tallat16ns_and S R
facilities in the Hawaiian Islands, The fellure-on the %*ﬁé?i
part -of the Japanese to do this resulted in our being able 3} 
to get our navy back in action much duicker than if they
héd noﬁ confined themselves to attacking only the ships
thatllay in the harbor. |

In looking over the many different operatlonsg of the
Japanese we find that they seem to follow the same genersl
ﬁattern. They invariably used alr bombsfdment, together
with ground srtillery or naval gunfire whenever possible,
.pfeceding théirﬂmain attack 6r'1and1pg} | Once their attack
or landing was made thelr first objectives were the alrflelds
whiéh they_put to 1mmedisate uSe.tE\q}tEES)support further
 advanée by ﬁhe ground'forces.or to sbften up the next area
of_inténded operations, ,

The final note of criticism deals with the extension
of phese one of the basic.Jabanese war pian. In trying
%o géin more territory'aftef reaching the objectivés out-
1ined. in their original plan the Japenese lost valuable
time for the conéolidatl@n’aﬁd strengthening of her perimeter
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e e
defenee. Had she gone shead with her original plan she
irmightihave beenleucceeafu1 in holding off the Allies and
__-wesing{a'war_cf-attrition that might possibly have'deetroyed-V
' the nili of the Allles tc‘fight in that areas,

LESSONS
Leeeone to be learned frcm this periecd of the war
are as follows- |
| -1; In operatione ccvering such vast over-water

dietencee as those experienced in the War in the Pacifle

'it'ie neceeeery'tc*maintain-eupremggx%gnixhemceawcemkce@ii

At i

open the routes of communication,

& & ,,,,,,,a.a..wu apompa s drm e A

2. - A 1arge number of capital shipa does not necess-

ertly meen iﬂyremenx,et 598,  fhe abiiity of airoraft to
destroy- naval power wae-demonetrated severalitlmee.during
rz_this part of the war,

S.  Alr. supremacy ie vitel to the succees of any

e

voperation whethﬂr it be on the grcund, on the weter
_ s
or_in the air.

4. ‘Selzure- of airfielde should beﬂgggmngtpg rirgt

fobjectives of 5round ogeratiggg in order to insure cloee

s&-s-l"r

air eupport for future grcund activities.

B, Complete intelligence of the enemy aids- in

"gaining eurpriee end eeeuring_euccese fh ﬁie “attack or the '

P

6.__ Any nation believing war to be imminent should

,-be alert to recognize any incident that might indicate “EHat

e
‘ hcetilitiee gére ready to begin.‘

7, Any group of friendly naticne fearing & ¢ommon
. s R SR o "“‘"Hnﬁ —
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foe should have & predetermined plan

- ey B o 9 e e | e e

‘coordinated effort may be undertaken

off or defeat the enemy in the event

24
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