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THE INVASIOK OF PANTELLERIA, 11 “E 1943
(SICILIAN CAMPAIGN)
(Personal Experilence of a Company Executive Officenr,
Company &, 907th Alr Base Security Battalion)

ORIENTATION

INTRODUCTION

Thils monograph covers the Invasion of Pantellerla, 11 June
1943, 1n the Slcilian Campalgn. It 1s a personal éxperienee
only to the extent of observatlons durling the operation, exten-
sive discussions with.other personnel making the landing and a
study of the 1sland defenses during a 104 dsy period of oceupsa=
tion. |

To orient the reader as to the time and location of this
operation a brief discussion of the events leading up to it
~ follows.

The U, S. invasion of North Africa on 8 November 1942 soon
overcame the scattered resistance put up by the French Forces
there. As the war progressed in Affica, gspring found the
British BEighth Army fighting Rommelfs Forces in the south and
east. The fmerican and French Forces along with the Britlsh
First Army in the north and west headed toward Tunls and Blzerte,

22 April 1943 was the beginning of the final push in
Africa. At this time we find the Allled Forces forming a semi-
clrcle around Bizerte, Tunis and Cape Bon, approximetely 25-30
miles away. (8ee Map A)

‘Inside ﬁhis gemi-circle we find the famous German Afrika
Corp and five Itallan divislons fighting a bitter defensive

battle.
. In the allled lines we find the French Forelgn Legion




elong the coast in the north, next to them‘lk the south was
the American II Corps under Genersl Bradley and further south
}ﬁ\the British First Army under Anderson. On their right was
the Irench XIX Corps and slong the coast by Enflavilles was
the British Eighth Army under Montgomery.

The offensive moved forward all along the lines. On 7

n

s

May 1943 Bizerte foll to the French,"funis to the British
First. The American IT Corps reached the coast on 2 May. 10
May fouﬁd the German and Italién Forces bottled up 1n thelr
final effort on Cape Bon,

Von Arnim, the German Commender was captured on 12 May
and on 13 May 1943 the finel surrender came in North Africa,
During the finasl phase the Alr Force and the Navy prevented
the evacuatioﬂ by the enemy of personnel and eguipment,

The Africen Campaign cost the Axls approximately 620,000

men of which one-third were German. (1)

THE GENERAL SITUATION

’ ul"
- For months before the complete capture of Africa plans oot

were belng made for the éontinuation of the abttack, With theﬁ;
£21]1 of the Axls Forces in Africa we with a strong Allied Alr

Porce who had at last geined elr superiority, Naval Forces with ]

S

sea superiority and Ground Forces conslating of the Amerilcan i”i'
II Corps with 4 battle tested divisions, The British First . )
and BElghth Armies and the Frenéh Foreign Leglon plus the French
XIX Corps. All of these unlts had been battle tested and in

addition had worked together as a team.

{1) Personal knowlLedge; A-3, pe 20-52.
.
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The mainland of Italy was chosen for !!L Invasion of -
the Continent. Between North Africe and Italy, which was ap-
proximately 300 mlles away were many islands which were for-
tified, well garrisoned and were also bases for both Air and
Neval activity. (See Map B)

Three large 1slands stood in the way. To the north was
Sardinia end Corsica, both large and heavily defended but the
capbure of which would put the Allies less thaﬁ.SO miles from
the meinland at the nearest point. PBast and slightly north
was Slcily approximately 75 miles from africa but only 2 milles
from the mainland scross the Messina Straits, (2)

Siclly was chosen as the Target, This campalgn was celled
"operation Husky" and final plans for the invasion began to
take shape. However, between Africa and Sicily lsy the
Italian Islasnds of Pantelleria, Lenoses and Lampedusa, All were
known to be garrisoned and fortified. Pantelléria was known
to be the strongest and dlso it was the one directly 1in the

anticipated path of the invasion forces.

- LOCAL SITUATION

Pantelleria weas a small island only 8 miles by 5 at its
extreme wldths. It laid diredtly on the line between Cape Bon,
Tunls, and Blzerte in aAfrica and the southeastern arvea of
Sicily, which was the chosen invasion area of Sicily. (See

Map B) |
Available informatlion regarding the 1sland was not too

complete. It was greatly publicized by the Iteliens and

(2] A-4, Map 1



praised by thel Germans as being the "Gibrag‘?r of the
Medlterranesn”, . It was considered by many as beilng unassall-
able,. _

In 1926 the area around Pantelleris had been declared a
forbidden military zone, Thus no flying over by planes norrwfﬁ¥fi
approaoh by naval vessels, (3) | B

The folldwing information was known or belleved to be.
true by Intelligence.. Pantellefia was a volcanle island of ap-
proximately 32 square miles, with a population of 9,050 as of
1921, of which 6,870 lived in the oneé town of Pantellerila.

The 1sland 1s composed of volcanlc ash and lava formatioﬁs.
'The %urface was rough, rocky and mountalnous, The highest
‘peek belng Montagna Grande over 2,700 feet high. The lsland
was laced with high thick stone walls forming terraced fields
up the mountain sides, The coastline was rough, jagged stone
forming steep cliffs ranging from 10 to 200 feet in height,
There'was not a single small beach. The oﬁly possible place
for troop landings would be through the mouth of onse small
harbor., On the island was known to be an alr strip 5,000 feet
long and an underground hanger capable of btaking 4'engine
bombers, The glr field and hanger were on a hill back of the
harbor end were over 800 feet sbove sea level. (4) (See Map G)

The lsland was known to heve been powerfully fortified
since 1937. Aroﬁnd the rugged coastline was one small harbor
at Porta de Pantelleris, which would take small boats only and
8 submarine refueling.poinf at Scourl, snother of the 3 small

villages on the 1sland. & hospital waa located at the third

BY A-5, p. 28
(4) A-2, p. 1864-165; A-5, p, 27-28



. i

small village. Photographs showed over 100 comstal defense
heavy gun posltions, ranging up to 15 inch guns. Intelligence
estiméted gpproximetely 10,000 men in the garrison, made up
mainly or entirely of Itaellan personnel. The islsnd was honey-
combed with caves, tunnels and cellars from the coastline to
the: top of the mountalns. (5)

The decision to attack Pantelleria, as 1t was attacked,
before Operation Husky, was one of the toughest decisions
General Eisenhower ever had to make, General Eisenhower stood
alone 1in his declsion. Many experienced staffl officers and
commanders advised agalnst the invaslon because of thelr know-
ledge of the resistance that could be met on this operation.
They felt that "Operation Husky" was of such importance that a
set back or even a delayed victory over Pantelleris might ralse
Itelian and German morale to such a peint that thelr reslstance

to "Husky" might be stronger. A& typical expression of the

'general opinion is expressed in the words of Field Marsﬁal

AMexander, as quoted by Colonel Joseph I, Green in his article
"Operstion Corkscrew", "We must not have a failure", he kepf
telling Eisenhower, "We must not have a fallure just before
Steily". (6) |

' Desplte thé poasibility of a tough flght for the island,
the possibllity foreseen from the knoviledge of.the strength
of the islsnd position and contrary to the popular opinion of
Genefal Eisenhower'!s staff, he <ecided Pantellerla would be

takenhe

The popular opinion at thls time was that the Itallans,

T8Y &-5, p. 27-<8
(6) A&-6, p. 20-21



‘never too good fighters, might be on the é!!é@ of throwing
in the sponge. (American and British opinion),

General Elsenhower qould see the nocessity for taking
thé 1sland, not only because of the trouble its! Naval snd
Alr unlts could give the invasion of Sicily but we needed
the 1sland ourselves, The flelds in Africa were too far
away for Allled fighters to cover "Operation Husky", we did
have planes close enough from Malta, but needed move,
Pantelleria.Was in fighter range from Africa and Silcily was
in fighter range from Pantellerla, thus with the use of the
field on Pentelleria we would have complete fighter cover
from Africa to S8icily.

NARRATION
PREPARATIONS
Having decided that Pantelleria and the other two small

islands of Lenosa and Lampedusa were to be taken before the
major invasion of Siciiy, plans were put lnto effect to bring
_.about their capture. General Eisenhowegﬁconsidering that
since Panteller;a was a small lsolated area meny miles from
the home base of Sicily_and Italy)believed the Alr Force and
Navy could plasy a major role in its capture. He believed that
the Navy could be used to puf e, tight blockade sround the
island, thus cutting off supplies and reinforcements from
Italy, and in addition bring heavy navel fire on the island
itself, The Alr Corps could be used to pound the island
‘night and day for a period of several days before the land-
“ings. Enowing that Itallan mbrale was low atlthis time he
belleved that there was a possiﬁility of the garrisbn even




surrendering without the necessity of a gJ!!nd assault, It
was also believed that if Pantelleria fell that the other two
islgnds of Linose and Lémpedusa would glso surrender with not
too much of the same treatment, (7)

With this plen in mind the following preparstions were
made, Genergl Spaatz who commended the Northwest Africian
Air Porce was charged with the serial assault. Rear Admiral

R. Re.McGregor, of the Royal Navy, was charged with the naval

participation in the operation,

The British lst Infantry Division, commanded by Major
Genersl W, H, Clutterbuck, with supporiting Amerlcen service
and communication unitstﬁgié plcked for the landing on the
island, The Bpitish lst Infantry Division had received ex=-
tenslive amphiblous ftraining in Ingland and was not slated for
particlpation in the landings on Slclly. It was also a battle
tested dlvision, having seen action in the African Campalgn. (8)

Foreseelng the necessity for the first occupatlion dutles
with the capture of Pantelleria the 2690th Alr Base Conmand
was activabted on 25 May 1943, This unit was commanded by
Brigadier General Auby C. Strickland, Alr Corps., This unit
was to service and administrate the occupatlion of the lsland,
The invasion, coded "Operation Corkscrew" was set for 11 June
1943, but the commanders of the air, see and land forces were
permitted to postpone the assault to allow for further bombard-

ment if they saw fit. (9)

lAIR PREPARATION

Air preparation for this operation, which was activity in

- preparation for an invasion of the first plece of Axis soil,

U7y " &-2, p. 164-165
(8) A-1, p. 423
(9) A4-1, p. 423; Personal knowledge
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found the Northwestern African Alr Force with spproximately
1000 available operatlonal aircraft, both tactical and stra-
tegics The Axis Forces had,. according to latest Intellligence
figures, 1276 servicesble planes in the Mediterraneaﬁ area to
oppose our alr operations, of these 1276 planes In the ares
spproximately 900 operationel planes were in the rangé of
or on Pantelleria, |

Qecasionel eir raids had been pulled on Pantelleria dure
ing the finsal stages of the North African Campalgn. The real
"air and Sea" blockade begsn on 14 May 1943 with intermittent
harassing ralds. The mein offensive began on 18 May, which
called for 50 medium bomber and 50 fighter-bomber sorties per
day through 6 June 1943 (D-5), The principal targets for
these ralds were the_harbor at Porta de Pantelleria and the
Merghena Alrdrome, The reasson for this being to prevent the
enemy from bullding up supplles or landing replacementé.
Reconnalssance photographs showed that between 29 May and 4
June only three small vessels arrived at Porta de Pantelleria
and heavy demage had been caused to the port and surrounding
facilities and bulldings. On the ailrfield 1tself barracks
and administrative bulildings hed been destroyed, supply dumps
fired and the field itself cratered, A number of sircraft had
been destroyed on the ground, Inhemy elr resistance during
these operatlions had been sliéht. This is believed due to the
heavy raids on Pantelleria 1tself and 1n aeddition heavy ralds
on S8icily, Sardinia and the toe of Italy agalnst enemy fields
and air installations. (10)
On 1 June 1943 B-17's entered the assault on Pantelleris

(10) &-1, pe. 426; Conversation with pilots
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and thelr prime targets were coastal battJ!!es and gun em=-
placements, On 1 June, heavles, P-38's and P-40's dropped
141 tons of bombs. On 4 June, B-17's, B-25's, B-26's, P-38's,
P-40's and British Wellington'é (Night Bombers) dropped 200
tons of bombs. A~20's joined the attack on 3 June, DBetween
18 May and 6 June 1943 Northwest Africsn Alrforce had flown
1,700 sorties and had dropped 900 tons on the harbor and air-
fields and another 400 tons on gun emplacements, (11)

On & June 1943, General Arnold, Alr Force Commanding
General, in a speech iIn the Unilted States made-the statement
that, "Bombing will end the war and end it soon", (12)

The primary targets of the Alr Force .on the island at
thls time were gun emplacements and fire control apparatus..
Of prime Importance to the landing forces would be the shore
batteries against the assault boats and automatic smell
caliber (.30 cal. and 20 mm) weapons against personnel. Thus
the Alr Force was attempting to knock out the guns themselves
or neutralize their effectiveness by destroylng fire control
centers and fire control spparatus, Also of prime importance
wes the effecﬁ on ﬁhe moreale of the garrlison by the constant
nlght end dey bombings, (13)

The second phase of the attack started on 6 June when an

‘ground the clock bombing schedule was inltlated, Heavy attacks

were mede on 6 June and on 7 June 600 tons of bombs were dropped
and thls was increased to 800 tons by 8 June. On 10 June the
1sland received the all out effort of the Allied Air Forces.
Planes over the target were so thick that at times flights

coming in had to circle overhead whlle planes which arrived

(11) 4-1, p. 426
(12) &A-6, pe 21
(13} &-1, pe 426
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flirst dropped their bomb loads and cleared the target area.
A total of 1571 tons of bombs were dropped on the island on
10 June, which raised the total to 4844 tons of bombs dropped
on the 1sland during the perioed 1 through 10 June 1943, Dﬁr-
ing the past 13 days more bombs had been ardpped on the 32
| square mile i1slend than had been dropped on Tunisia, Sicily,
Sardinie and Italy during the perlod 1 through 30 April, (14)
Prior to 6 iune enemy resistance In the air was very
wesk and scabtered but as 4llied ralds increamsed in intensity
enemy activity also becgme more active, but dwindled agsain
efter approximately three deys only to pick up to their great-
est strength as the 4llied raids reached thelr climex on 10
June. During this period the Allied lossesa were extremely
light,
NAVY PREPARATIONS

During the period 11 lMay through 10 June 1943, the navy
had kept up a constant and increasingly tight blockade of the
island and the surrounding weters, The naval blockade started
with a torpedo boat patrol of the island on the night 11-12
May., During 13 May the shore batteries of the lsland were
bombarded by H.M.$, Orion and two destroyers, the Isis and
the Patard. (15)

Between 31 May and 5 June five other naval bombardments
took place. The main targets of their attacks were the harbor
end harbor installations of Porto de Pantelleria end surround-
ing gun emplacements., On all occasions resistance from shore
batteries was wesk and inaccufate.

S0 strong was the opinion against Eisenhower's decision

(14) A-1, p. 426; Conversation with pilots
(15) A-5, p. 27-28
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%o take Pantelleria that the General decided to meke a

personal reconnalssance. On the night 7-8 June 1943 at
Bizerte, North Africs he boarded the Brltish cruiser Aurora

. along with British Admiral Cunninghem and headed for Pantelleris.
On the morning of 8 May they rendezvoused with four cruisers
and elght destroyers of the British Navy and gpproached the
shores of Pantellerla., For fifty minutes they stood off éhore
end bombarded shore installations, Coastal defense guns opened
up and flred weakly throughout the raid but scored no hlts on
the bombarding ships. A heavy‘aerial attack was belng carried
out by the &llied planes simultaneously. (16)

Three messages were dropped to the island garrison asking
for its!' surrender and at the same time thousands of 1eaflets
were showered down, telling the inhsbitants how futile their
sltuation waé and advlising surrender. A4 six hour period of no
bombiﬁg was granted for them to make up their minds., &fter the
six hours with no reply the bomblng comﬁenced sgaln with re-
newed intensity. Agaln on.lO June the&_were requested to sur-.
render, but again no answer, Recelving no reply to the final
ultimatum, preparations fo} the ground assault to commence the

next day were completed. (17)

CGROUND PREPARALICONS

Upon receiving alert orders for "operation Corkscrew"
preparations for 1ts executlon were puf into effect, The
British 1st Infantry Divlision who were to debark from Sousse
and Sfax used these two areas for final preparations., 4ll

units involved, hoth for the assault, the support and the oc-

TI8T A2, 7. 1687 &-5; Ds 29
(17) Personal knowledge; &-1, p. 424
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cupation forces that were to follow were first given final
xtouches such as personnel, equipment, etc. for final prepara-
tions, - The ports of Sousses, Sfax, Tunis, Bizerte and Bone
were used for loading and preinvaslon docking, Heavy equip-
ment was crated and loaded on heavier ships to follow after
the assault landlngs. Lighter equipment was to go in the as-
sault convoy.

Iraining during this perlod was intensified, Models were
evallable, in limlited numbers, of the terraln of Pantelleria
so were studied minutely and all anticipsted actions planned,
practiced and ready for execution. The assault wave was to
conslst of 3 convoys, 2 fést (sea to shore) and 1 slow (shore
to shore) convoy, DBombardment of the landing area was to
cease at 1145 hours and the assault wave was to hit the shore
~at 1200 hours.
| The plan of assault was as follows: YLhe Ground troops
ﬁere to be lowered in asﬁault boats and head for shore . through
the entrance of the harbor of Porta de Pantelleria and on
“sach slde, (See Map D) The landing was to teke place under
é heavy bombardment from the‘Air Force and a naval barrage
from the ships off shore. & breach was to be made through the
rubble of the town and head inland. The first objectlves were
the Marghena Alrdrome and Mount Gelkhsmar to the south. The
movement inland wss Lo follow a rolling bombardment from both
ﬁhe Navy and Alr Force. (18)

On the nlght 10-11 June 1943 all was loaded and ready

Por the Ground Forces part of "Operation Corkscrew",

TI8] Personal knowledge; A-1, p. 427
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THE LANDING:

During the night 10-11 June the Alllied Alr Forces con-
tinued thelr all out assaults on the island. Formations of
bombers and fighter escorts appeared over the iéland on an
average of every 15 minutes,

Purlng the night'the two convoys from Sousse, which were
to be employed as ship-to;shore assault trOOpS; and the one
from $fax (shore to shore assault) headed for Paentelleria,

By dawn they were 20 miles off the coast of Pantelleria, Af
this time they were met by a Naval Squadrbn from Malta for ad-
ditional protection. At 1030 hours the convoy was spproximate-
ly 8 miles off shore. They lowered their assault craft prepara-
tory to moving ashore. Up until this time only weak hit and
run enemy alr attacks had been met. Just as the landing craft
headed for shore the enemy made a larger scale abtack. A

large formatlog;a proximestely 50 F, W,:- 190's followed by 5.{
ME 109! s,attackfithe ships and landing craft. The dive bombers

failed to score s hit and the ME's were driven off by P-40's
which were'covering the landing and waiting for just such an
gttack., (19) | |

At 1100 hourse the ships opensd with their shore barrage
plastering the landing area. Only minutes before the assault
eraft reasched the shore large formabtions of heavy bombers.
showered tons of explosives on the beaches. 4s the assault
boats landed they were met by only very llght smounts of M.G.
and anti-alreraft flre. Three - five coastel battories opened
fire but were silended immediately when they were engaged by

fire from the ships guns. A&s the landlng craft touched shore

[10) Personal knowledge; 4&-l, p. 428
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the navel guns!!!re shifted to targets higher up behind the
town. The assault took place with perfect timing at exactly
1200 hours, They were met by fire from a few snipers hidden
in the rubble of the destroyed town. They soon were silenced
and the troops moved on through the town. By 1220 hours the
Infantry had passed through the town and held o large area as
a2 beach head, More troopa were pouring ashore by the minute,
Unknown to the assaulting troops and also to the sporadic
resistance probably due to destroyed communicatlions on the .
latters part, at approximatély‘1145 one destroyer and swc-ar':sa,:'=
aircraft spotted and reported a white flag flying from Sema~
phore Hill and also white flagstn the alrfield. At about the
same tlime the followling message was relayed by Malta from
admiral Pavesi, "Beg Surrender through lack of water", (20)
Alr abttacks continued for nearly two hours after the sur-
render, on other parts of the Island due o poor ground-air
communicatlons during the landing. At approximately 1330
General Clutterbuck and his staff went ashore and established
the Shore Command Pos@gs.In the uhdergroundrhanger,at HL 2
a squadron.of tanks landed but.wefe never needed. By 1400
hours the first 8000 prisoners were herded btogether and more
were pouring in all the time. At spproximately 1730 that
ovening Vice Admiral Gino Pavesi, Military Governor of the Is-
1and signed & formal surrender ending "Operation Corkscrew".
He also dlvulged that the'night before o message was 8Sent o
" Rome to the effect that "The Allied Bombings no longer could
be endured"; Whereupon Mussolinl personally ordered the sur-

render of the Island, {(21)

{207 Conversations with asseult Troops; A-7, p. 21
(21) 4&-1, p. 429
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"Operatibn Corkscrew" had cost the Af!ged forces heavily
in materiéls. The entire 4llied Airforce In the thester hsd
been monopolized. Gasoline, olls and ammunitlon both small
caliber and heavy bombardment had been expended freely but in

actuallty the cost had been nil, the operation had been as

: shown as the history of the war unfoldeqjvery unimportant. The

. actual cost other than supplies had been 4 planes destroyed, 10

missing and 16 planes demaged over the Island., Casualties had

been 40 alrmen lost, 2 men wounded and one man bit by a Jack-

288 during the landing operation. These losses were very far

‘“above the most optimistic expectations. (22)

The Goét to the enemy hed been far out of proportion to
those sufferecd by the &llies. Iis actual casualtles had been
very light only 200 during the entire operation despite the
terriflc bombardment. The alr force dropped on the battery
positions of the Island, the equivalent of 1000 tons of bombs
per sguare mile. They lost a heavily fortified Island which
was an outpost in their defenses, With the Island outpast
wag lost terrific amounts of ammunition, weapons and equipment.
The Garriscn consisted of 1 Infantry Regiment, several coastal
and aenti-alrcraft units and a large number of Fascist Mllitia
and Naval Reserves, 4lso captured with the Island was approxi-
mately 40-60 Germans who showed open contempt for thelr Axls
Partners. The total number of prisoners numbered between 15

and 16 thousand men, (23) all of whom were evacuated to North

Africa.

L1

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM

With the fall of Pantelleria the alr force lesders claim-

(22) Pergonal knowlédge; All references
(23) Personal knowledge; A-8, p. 339
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ed 1t to be a total victory'brought about éntirely by alr force
action. They even suggested that perhaps Germany also could
be forced into surrender by the same means,

The surrender of Pantelleria was viewed with slightly
- different ldeas from other.Services. They granted that the
main effort had been predominantly alr force actioh'but could
not picture an attempt 6f the ssme type against Germany. They
poinﬁed out that Pantelleria was a Lsgboratory Test Case. It
presented an ldeal situation for air power, in that it was a
small 1solated Island, It was nearly 50 miles from Sicily,
the nesarest source of supply and reenforcement. It was for
all practicsble purposes lsolated completely by the Navy and
cﬁt off from all sources of supply. It was garrisoned by
troops of low caliber,fiow'morale éﬁé had had no battle ex-
‘perience. The fact that all but approximately 60 of 600
Gormen troops on the Island had been withdrawn a short time
before was evidence that the enemy mesy have considered the
Island lost even before the action started. One other im-
portent factor was that the entire effort of the Alr Power of
thé theater was brought to bear against a small area of only

32 square miles and not against the theater as a whole,

1, SUPPLY, REENFORCEMENTS AND EVACUATION:

The problems of Supply,‘Reenforcements and evacuation'arg_
problems that we cén only imagine as the operation ended as S
it began. Howevef when considering that had the operatlon
proven to be a costly one or a lengthy one all three of the

above mentioned could have been serious, as the supply route

18



would have been over approximately 50 miles 6f water which may
have been harrassed by both U-boats and surfece craft as well
a8 alrcraft, It is true at this time the Allies in thils sares
held Alr and Naval superlority but it would have been possible
for the Axls to strengthen their forces and create&-a seriousqﬁ'-r
threat to the success of “Opefation Corkscrew" or at least |

make more difficult or hamper "Operation Husky" which was com-

ing up soon.

2 THE OBJECTIVE - IT!'S DEFENSE

Pantelleris as broﬁght out several times before was a
small Island isolated so to spesk by wabter and malnly by
Allled Naval superiority but as evidenced by the concern it
caused i1t could have been a hard nut to creck. It compared
favorably with Corregador in the Pacific and Malta 1n the
Mediterraqi%n. It was surrounded by s Jjagged rock coast.line.
It was rough, mountalnous terrain. The land consisted of lava
rock and volcanic ash. There ‘Wwas no beaches to land on. In-
land there was no ground suitable for airborne landings. It
was known to be a well prepared heavily fortified area with a
1andihg field and an underground hanger which our heaviest
bombs did not damage. The Island itsell was known to have
many caves, corridors and oar;%ans. Photos showed over a
‘hundred coéstal batteries ranging up to 15 inch guns,

This was the pleture faclng the attacking forces. The
blg questlion in everyones mind was will they fightlor can they
be bombarded into submission. Shifting of the full force of
the Air Force and a close blockade by the Navy was well planned

and well executed, However when considering only 200 casualties
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among the enemy personnel and over 5% of the large callber
guns still in firing condltion it appears the enemy put up a
poor resistgnce., When the prisoneré were gathered up it‘was
found they had made no effort at sabotage or destruction.
Coastal Batterles, Antl-Alrcreft Batterles, machline guns etc,
were still in firing position, ¢till loaded and ammunition
supplles still intact, Each gun emplacement was found with
crew quarters, ammunition and food supplies underground along
side the guns. The Hanger which was 1100 feet long, under -
ground and had not been harmed by the bomblngs was found to
be fully charged with destruction demolition but had not been
blown up. The electrical system, water system and all air-
craft repair and spare perts rOOms'were found %ptact and in
operating condition. However practically éiirof‘the‘Fire Con-
trol centoers were destroyed apd 21l communicatlons other than
radlo were destroyed by the bombings., (24)

Thus it must be assumed that the surrender was not brought
about by destructive power, as over 15,000 prisoners were talken
and sufficlent guns for =& strong defense rémained, but by the
morale effect such bombings had on the personnel, The Itallan
Garrison commender clsimed lack of watér when in fact water
was there. However, the distribution of the water to the using

units was practically impossible because of the constant

bombardment.

%, COORDINATION OF ATTACK:

The abbtack from the viewpoint of land, sea and air was

perfectly coordinated as for timing., The planes cleared the

(22) Toersonal knowledge
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landing zone just as the landing force grounded., A&lso naval
_fire was ralsed and shifted at the planned time, However
communication deficlencies were in evidence as demonstrated
by.the aerial bombardment nearly two hours after the surrender

of the Island.
LES30ONS

1. Aerlel Bombardment 1n order to destroy glven positlons
must score dlrect or very near hits on the InSEE}%aﬁlons. How-
ever communicatlons, Flre Control sgpparatus and movement be-
tween areas.can be destroyed or neutrallzed very effectively.

2« Constant, heavy bombardment even in heavily fortified

areas, wlth sufficient cover to meke casualtles negligéble has

a very strong effect on morale.
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Se Improved methods of communloatlon wes needed espeolal-

it et
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ly In an operation 1n whlch the Ground, Air _and Naval Unlts
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must coordinate 850 closely.
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4, Airforce'should have used more lnstantaneous fuse

bombs for surface Hhrsts for “the destruction of gun emplace-
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ments and personnel, bombs used were slow fused thus allowlng
detonatcon

penetration beforeqbut this greatly decreased radius of burst.
5, Models of the Terrain of Pantelleria used in pre-

invasion training were not in sufficient detail nor did they

show the extreme elevation changes as was true on the ground.

B0 SEN B NS T B
Better models should be made avallable,
£\
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