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THE OPERATIONS OF THE 1ST BATTALION, 125TH INFANTRY
{34TH INFANTRY DIVISION) AT BILLS 609 AND 531,
SOUTHWEST OF MATEUR, TUNISIA, AFRICA, 26 APRIL~S MAY 1943
| (TUNISTAN CAMPATGN)
(Personal Experience of & Compsny Commander)
IRTRODUCTION
This monograph covers the operstions of the 1st Battalion
135th Infantry Regiment (34th Division) in the battle of Hills
531 and 609 - 26 April-2 May 1945 (Tunisian Campaign).
In order to properly orient the reader with s suffisient
background, it is néoeasary to review some of the esrlier actions
which had an influenoe on the outcome of the finsl struggle,
The invesion of North pfrica by the Allies wae the initiasl
rhage of a plan to pull a long range pincer movement on the
Germens in this theater. (1)
There were four mein ressons why the Allied Commanders
wanted to drive out or kill the Axis foroces in North Africs:
1. It woulé facilitate Allied Global operations. (2)
This would put them within striking distance of Burope.
(3)

8, It woulad remove the oonstant threat of German activity
in Korth Africa and gdd to the Btrength of the Allies
while gathering forees to administer the finsgl tlows, (4)

S« If it could be carried out without embittering the
Frenoh, it would provide a setting for the reconsti-
tutioo of the Prench Army in its preparation for its
return to Prance, (5)

4. Various politicel reasons, (6)

{1) A-6, p. 144; (2) A-7, p. 18; (3) A~7, p. 18 and personal
knowledge; (4) aA~7, p. 18: (5) A-7, p. 18; (6) Persozal knowledge



The allies landed at three mein points im North Africs
on 8 November 1942, (n 10 November resistance oeszed at all
points., (7)

Although the Germans were permitted to land over 1,000
troops & day in Tunimsia, the outlook of the Allies in North
Africe was better, In addition te the landinge by the Allies,
General Montgomery had started to push the Germen srmies under
Rommel back mcrose kegypt snd Lybis. (8)

During the months of November and December the Germans
acted with speed and efficiency to win the rasse for Tunisis
which sunecesded in ﬁostponing the invasion into Itsly for six
monthe and gave them time to strengthen other defenses. Ee~
cause of the lack of supply facilities and transport, the gllies
could send only small forces which accounted for the failure
to Beize the strategie important cities of Bizerte and Tunis
whose fall would have meant the collapse of the Axis powers
in North Africa. (Map &) (9) |

-Having lost the race to Tunis snd Bizerte, the front
became somewhat stabilized except for some minor skirmishes
daring January and early Pebruary 1942. (10) The front at
this time extended from the Mediterranean 3ea to Chott
Djeriol in the South. (Msp A)

From this front it can be seen that Genersl Von Arcim,
the German Commander in the Korthern Ares, had a ocoastal
corridor to keep an open route for supplies and communica~
tions for Rommel who was operating azainst Montgomery to
the South and Esst. (11)

(7} A-10, Y. 8, 15; (8) A-~10, p. 15, 17; (9) A-10, p. 17, 20, 21:
{10) a-10, p. 19; {11) a-10, p. 21, 22, 23
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Because the “1ghth Army had stretched i” © supply lines,
in ita drive asrose Egypt snd Iibylia it was some time before
they eould econtinme the drive, which left the enemy troeps
free to launch attacke against the Allies. (182)

The Americar troops comparatively inexperienced im war~
fare bore up well under the brumt of main axis sttecks
stoppiog the Germans just short of Tebesssa, the supply base
for the forces in thelr sestor. (13)

Rommel, after these attaeks, launched further attaeks
against the British and French direetly morth of this sestor,
Von Arnim slse met with looal sucoess further north. (14)

In March Rommel attacked Moantgomery who was forther -
Soutli ettempting to dierupt the expocted drive North, This met
with little suocess. The Righth Army started the assault and
successfully pushed northe (15)

The Ameriocan forces were also sucoeseful on s minor soale
by threstening and moving eastward against Rommel's flenk, (16)
The American forces continued this pressure on Rommel's flanks
sttempting to divert his strength until the Righth Army pushed
through the Mareth Gap (near Mareth) snd if suesessful the
Americans were to inorease the pressure and attempt to push to
the sea, (17)

In April Jjunction was made by the Eighth Army and the
Amerlcans. The oontinued pressure on Rommel's flanks end front
and the threatened drive to the ses whioh if smocessful wonrld
out off his retreat osused Rommel to axesute a withdrawel, ( 18)

The enemy withdrew baek to Enfidaville, The reaulting
edvance by the Bighth Army squeezed out the imarican foroes. {19)

(12) 4-10, p. 24; (1B) A-10, p. 24-27; (14) A-10, p, 29;
(15} A-10, p. 29-31; (16) A~10, p. 29-81; (17) A~5, pe 18;
(18) 4-10, ps 36; (19} A~10, p, 26 end personsl knowledge.



Although all elements of the 34th Division had not partiol-
pated in the esrlier action in North Africa, by the first part
of Pebruary all of them hed seen some metion.’ The Pivision
then took part in all the later phases which resulted in the
Germans withdrawing to a final atand.

During this time the Allies hed gradually gained air
superiority with a resultant concentration on the enamy trans-
portation, rear asress, convoys and shipping which paved the way
for later success. (20)

The front at this time was on a line Enfidaville-Bou
Argda-Medjez ol Bab-Sed jenans. (21)

GENERAT SITUATION

It was evident to the Allies that the Axis intended to
make & determined stsnd and that they would defend slong &
line which was the present front.

The Axis had approximately 9 Germsn Divisions snd B
itelian Divisions to accomplish this mission. (22)

A large scale regrouping of the Allied Divisions was
planned for the final attack of these defenses. (23)

General Alexander's 18th Army Group consisted of the
following:

1. British~FPrench First Army (North Seetor)

2+ British Eighth Army (Enfidaville Sector)

3. U.8. II Corps (Still in South)

4. Prench XIX Corps (North Seotor) (24)

For the final drive Alexand er had more than 20 Divisions
in three main groups on a front of about 140 miles, (25)

The plan was for the 8th Army to attsok from Enfidaville
to maintain pressure and advanae into the Cep Bon

(20) a-7, p. 25; (21) a-10, p. 36; (22 A-2, p. 2; (23) aA-10 . 36;
(24) A-2, p. 2; (25) A-Z2, 56 2 ’ ) P ' : ) * P '



" Peninsula. (Map i) The main Allied attack wés to be delivered
in the center of the fromt by the British-Preunch First Army

(V and IX Corpa) whioh in the meantime would be supplemented by
elements of the Eighth Army, while the Prenoh XIX Corps drove
on the left flank of the 8th Arnmy. -

The U.S8. II Corps with Fraqgﬁﬂl&{z&gg? was to drive on
the north flank. This would endanger the flank and rear of the
enemy bloeking the British drive.

It was simply s powerful thrust in the center supported by
Armor with secondary attecks oo the flanks to hold the enemy
down and prevent him from concentrating forces to meet the
main effort. (25)

Yor oearly four moaths, the U.3. II Corpe had been fighting
on the Southern front snd when orders were received to carry
out this plan it meant a movement of 150 miles, for over 100,000
troops with 8ll the supplies and equipment, aeross thé commani=-
oation lines of the EBritish 1st Army. (27}

Thigs diffioult movement was ocompleted by 22 April with
the 34th Division 12 miles east of Beja. (26)

Prior to the completion of the move, the II Corps eompleted
the plans that the lst Division, 1st Armored Division and 34th
vivision were to make the main attack. The 1lst Division was to
attack into the hills north of fhe Tine River. (Map B} The
6th Armored infantry of the 1st Armored Division was to sttsek
into the hills Jjust above Tine River. The 34th Division was to
attack in the sector left of the 1st Division. The Finth
Division was to attasck through the hilla riorth of the other
bivisions with Corps srane d'Afrique sttacking elong the coast,

(26) A-2, p. 2,3; (27) A-10, p. 36; A-D, p. 21; (28) A-10, p. 36;
.A."e » Da 63



S1 Nsir, Hill 374 and Hill 484, This was to be a line of
departure for use later,

THE BATTALION SITUATION

There were two important factors which greatly 1ﬁfluenoed
the actions of the Battallon during this action,

The first was terraln,

The terrain facling them was rugged and somewhat similar to
what they had been acoustomed to in the southern part of
Tunlsia,

A description of the terraln could be brlefly summarized
as follows: (Sketch 1)

Rock~-Mud; Djebals (Mountains)-Marshes; Grit-Dust;
Bog=Stones,

By the time the Battalion had reached Northern Tunlsia
the ralny season was over, The days were warm but the nights
were chilly and in order to have necessary protection the
soldier needed at least a blanket at night,

The hills, while as steep and rocky &s Southern Tunisia,
had little vezetation on the lower slopes, however, at the base
of the Djebdls there were some cultivated strips., The hlgher
slopes were bare and jagged, and often so steep that at times
1t was a considerable feat to climb them without equipment,
weapons or opposition. (31)

These peaks were part of a difficult terrein which 18 in a
belt of rugged hill country 15 to 20 miles in depth and had to
be crossed before the Battalion could reach the center of the
enemy communications at Mateur, There were no broad corridors

for sdvance, The heights averaged about 500 to 1000 feet above

(31) a-12



the floors of tr~ few narrow valleys, {32)

There were two hard surfaced roads but they were not ime
portant to the Division as a route forward but for use as supply
lines, This road net wes controlled by the high hills and
rugged oountrthoward Mateur,

This waes naturasl country for-defensife fighting and as usual
the methodicel Germans who were well versed in the art of defense
would have & werm reception for the advancing units in form of
machine guns and mortars with superior observation to control the
few nerrow approaches, From experience and partially confirmed by
reports, it was evident these few narrow velleys had been heavily
mined and booby trapped, (33)

It was indeed evident that the Battalion was in for some
bitter hill to hill fighting which could elso develop_into a long
bitter trek and battle over the rugged terrain immediately to the
front, {34) |

Grim Hill 609 overshadowing its flanking pesks directly in
the path of the Battallon was the key enemy stronghold as well as
holding the obgervation to control the Highway and Railroad to
Mateur, It was the controlling height which dominated the country.
The hill wes flanked by many smaller fortresses, which had to be
taken before 609 could be assaulted, {35) .

In order to fully understand the background, it is necessary
to lbok at the second factor and scquaint the reader with the

beating the lst Battallon had taken in its last battle.
Although, the Battallon had suffered reverses during the

campaign in Tunisia, it was not until during the early part of

(32) Personsl knowledge; {33) A-2, Ps 93 (34) A-10, p. 36 and
personal knowledge; (35) A-2, P. 11; A-5, Pe 21 - personal
knowledge '
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April when the kattalion with the Division had the mission of
pushing through Fondouk Gap (near Fondouk - Map A) that they were
really tested. This area was held by the Germsns who had the
strength and time to prepare positions in s0lid rock. The
Eattallon hsd assaulted time and time agsin over bare and flat
approaches, through barbed wire and booby traps, being hurled baock
at each attack. It was simply a series of head on assaunlts
againat an enemy in territory where they could not hit the enemy
with counterfire snd normal infantry weapons, After much bitter
fighting the enemy was forced to withdraw.

The unit not only suffered from adverse terrain but from
errors, 1haxperiance and had to learn the hard way. Although
they took the objective it was indeed a beating.

Following this grueling and discouraging introduetion te a
first majJor battle, they moved to Maktar where they underweat &a.
vigorous training program for 10 days. Emﬁhasis was on
ocoordination, night and day attacks, cooperation with |
supporting weapons, between artillery and infantry especimlly |
the need of following olosely the initisl fires on the attack.
Many realistio and combat firing exercises were held. The
recent battle was oritigued. All realiszed their mistakes and
measures were taken to prevsnt further repstition that would be
disgsterous in the following campaigns.,

During this time the Division was transferred into a
fighting machine.

The terrific beating takern and the intense training under-
gene hed a decided effect on the ocutoome o0f the next battle in
which the Battalion engaged. (36) -

(36) Personal knowledge
11



INITIAL ATTACKS ON HILL 531
The Battalion Command er, Lieutenant Colonel Rebert P, Miller,

with his staff and company commanders, arrived shortly after noon
on the 26 of April in the vicinity of Hill 575 to make a
reconnaissance prior te the movement of the Battalion into an
g8sembly ares. (Map C) As the plans of the attack were being
discussed, a German deserter who had been picked up by the léath
Infentry was brought in. The deserter stated that Hill 609 was
only lightly held by disloyasl Germen troops; and s8ince the main
force had withdrawn, it would be sasy for uam to capture the Hill
if we lannched an attack immediately. He further stated that
about 50 men conld do the job. '

There was excitement in the air and the tone was for an
immediastes attack. It was evident that the present plans would be
ohanged. Lieutenant Colonel Miller was told to complete his
reconnaissance but be ready to attmok as soon as his troops
arrived.

The reconnsissance was completed and final plans were made,

The troops oclosed in sn assembly sres behind Hill 575 by
1800 hours. Extra emmunition snd rations were issued at thie
vpoint. (37)

The original plan had called for an attack northwards by the
135th Infantry along & zone 3,000 yards wide with Hill 609 on the
extreme right of the 34th Division zone of asotion. In the mean=-
time the change in the plens was received. Lieutsnant Colonsl
Miller received orders to move out immedistely. The orders
farther stated that the time of attask had been moved up and
that the Fattalion would attmck that night under cover of

darkness, selze Hill 609 in a night attesok then proceed

(37) Personal konowledge - Statement by Msjor Landon, who was
then C.0., Go. A
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northward as rapldly as possible.
The Regimental plan of attasek placed the lst Battalion on
the right with the 3rd Battelion on the left each to move forward
and destroy all enemy in its respective zones of action. These
two Battalions were to move out via Hills 374 and 464 as previously
placned. The 2nd Battalion was placed in Regimental resserve.
Up to this time no further enemy information was available.
Lieutenant Colonel Miller issued his attack order to the
companies at onoe. (aptain Landon was to take Compasny A Secure
the LD {(Hill 484) and move on to 2eize Hill 609, laying a strip
engineers tape for the other companies to use for & gulde.
Company E was to follow then move sround to the left of Company
A. Upon arrival at Hi1l1l1l 484, the Battalion Commanding Offiocer
would give the complete plan. Company C was to be in reserve, (38)
The Battalion moved out st 1900 hours in single file, Company
A leading with one Heavy Machine gun Platoon {carrying only two
guns - remsinder of the members osrrying ammunition) on a mission
type order with the Company. This platoon fellowed the Weapone
Platoon and was ahead of the Rifle Platoon at the reer of Company
A. The next group consisted of Battalion Commend Group followed
by the 81 mm Mortsr Platoon. Company B was next in line with one
Platoon of Heavy Machine Guns {ocarrying only two guns) in the sams
formation and on & gsimilar mission with them as the other platoén
that was with Company A. Company ¢ brought up the rear with one
complete platoonscarrying ammunition for the Heavy Weapous
gompany. The members of the 37 mm Platoon were al2o used for
ammunition carriers since there was no immediate need for these
weapons, It was also impossible to tremsport these weapons over

(38) Personal observation and statement by Maj]Jor Bailey, who wasa
the Bn S5-3
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the rugged terrain ashesad.

The movement was albw through the dark night o#er the
twisting and steep treil. At times men would be 1lifted over
rocks and their equipment handed to them when they reached the
top of the peaks. (329)

Captain lLandon with the leading Platoon of Company A
reached Hill 501 at spproximately 2200 hours. There he contacted
elements of 168th Infantry. After ohecking information that this
unit might have, he agein set.out for Hill 484, (40)

The route to Hill 484 was as diffiocult as the preceding
route to Hill 601. Company A continued the advance, occaslonally
receliving artillery fire. The only ossusalties suffered were men
falling off ¢liffs which resulted 1n-fractured legs or erms by
the troops.

Company A elcsed in on Hill 484 without further incident
at approximately 0500 hours oan 27 April.

It was too late now to make & night attack on Hill 609,
Company A however sent out patrols to the froat and flanks,
Contact wa8 also made with the 23rd Battalionwhich had reached
Hil11 374.

The platoon of - 81 mm mortars from positions on Hill 484
asgisted the 3rd Battalion by firing on enemy sutomatic weapons
in front of Hill 374. The 3rd Battslion's mortars had not as
yot reached H1ll 374. The balance of the 1st Battalion was
on Hill 501. (41)

Prior to noon Captain Landon received orders to move to Kef
ol Guebli (commonly called Kef) which is part of Eill 529. The
81 mm Mortar Platoon was to remaln in position to stop counter

(39) Personsl cbservation; {40) Statement by Major Landon;
{41) Personel observation
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attacks and enga: targets on Hill 609 whick 1ight interfere with
the advance of Company A. (42) |

Captaln Landon moved his Company in single file directly
east over the southern slope of the high peak of Hill 530, Long
range Machine Gun fire and Artillery fire were encountered until
the Company had moved over Hill 530, As the leading Platoon
reached the road between Hill 529 and Hill 530 the leading element
followed the roed to the south instead or.to the north, The lead-
ing Platoon Leader had teken the wrong turn and it was necessary
for Ceptain landon to reorient him, (43)

Company A reached its objeective, but immediately upon taking
up positions, heavy mortar, artillery and mechine gun fire was
received, Not only were casualties received from fragments and
small arms fire but numerous cases of concussion developed from
the reecholing ér the explosions on the rocks in the circular
depression on Kef el Guebli. During a telephone conversetion,
Captein lLendon stated that the explosions of the artillery shells
in the depression were amplified to a terrific degree and that
one of the men had gone crazy. The adverse psychological effect
was noted, (44)

During the afternoon and evening of 27 April Companies B
and G moved from Hill 501 keeping well south of the entire hill
mass of Hill 530 and ocscupied Hill 529, The 81 mm Mortar Platoon,
in battery with one of the Heavy Machbine Flatoons, was 1in position
on Hill 530 just off to the southwest of the road, The other
platoon of Heavy Machine guﬁs was in position on Hill 529, By
this time a 1/4 ton truck had brought the other Machine Guns up.

(45)

(L2) Statements by Major Bailey and Mejor Landon; Perscnal
observation; (43) Personel observation; (L4) Statement by Major
Landon and perscnal observation; (45) rersonal knowledge
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The terrain ir the immediate path of the "-ttalion at this
time was not very encouragiag. It did not differ much from the
original expectations.

The hill mass of 5351 and 629 rose out of the Southern base
of Hill 609, Hill 529 and Kef el Guebll were aotuslly one hill,
riging better than 300 feet from the rosd directly to the south.
The hill appesred ss two but aetually 529 was separated by S
draw whioh served as a possible approash to Hill 58l1l. Hills 531,
529 and Kef el Guebli were of a rocky substance making it nearly
impoasible to dig in unless explosives were unased,

Hill 621 was & rock formation with jagged oliffa and erevioces.
It wae a huge fortress blocking all approaohea to Hill 609. The
Blopea frmoing the lst Battalion were steep exoept for a gradual
glops in the eenter. This hill was in turn ocovered from the
aortheast by two slightly smaller but just a8 rugged .Hills.RR and
Hill 455 rising from the base of 609,

In order to reash er flamk Hill 609, these surrounding key
fortresses would have to be eliminsted.

On 28 April the Battalion had the mission of supporting the
attack of the 1lst Division who were to attack northeast from
positions east of Hi1ll 529, The 34 Battsalion was to meke a
main effort from Hil;’{;; after seizing Hill 490, The lst
Battalion was to demonstrate toward Hille 609 and 531, (46)

The'Battalion demonstrated by fire and attaek, with
nnﬁpanien A and Q making several unsucoessful attempta against
stubborn resistance, to seize Hill 581,

During the demonstration the 81 mortars and Heavy Machine
gune oonceantrated fires on Hills 609 and 631, Much of this fire

had been oouneentrated on the reverse slopes of Hill 609 and on
(46) A-12, Personal knowledge
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the reverse slop of the knod Just south of 1ll1l 609, This
area was oovered by fire becsnse information had been received
that s sounter sattack wﬁs forminge The area appeared as &
likely enemy route. After the heavy fire on the reverse slope
of thia knob no attaok developed.

?Egmgo:tars had a field daye It was established that they
had noutraiised 5 0P'a on Hill 609, several asutomatic weapon
positions and field pieces, The mortars operated in battery,
‘The fire was more flexible when operating in this manuner,
Amunition was brought uﬁ by 1/4 Ton Truock via & trail south
and east of Hill 530. By nightfsll sl of Eill 529 anl Kef el
Guebli were in the pessesaion of the lat Battalilon. (47)

During the aight of 26 April the Battalion received orders
to make a night attack dﬁi»saise Hill 531, The attaock met with
such terrifio opposition that the Battalion made practiecally no
Progress,

The morning of 29 April found the Battalion tired and
rretty well beaten. The men were short of rations besause the
supply route was diffionlt and most of the menpower was used to
rosupply smunition. (47)

The 23 and 32 Battalions om the left were suceeseful in
8eizing Hills 436 and 490, (48)

Jeveral unsuocessful attacks were msde again on 29 April
by the lst Battslion to seize Hill 5351,

During the day of 29 iApril the 81 mortars after displacing
to Hill 529 neutralized two gun emplacements onm H1ill 531, The
Heavy Machine gun Platoon had slso displaced from Hill 830 to
Hill 529, Several hours after these¢ weapons had displaced,

(47) Statement by Major Balley end personsl knowledge;
(48) A-12
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heavy enemy artillery fire wes oconcentrated on Hill 530. The
displacoment was timely as the platoon eseeped the artillery
fire.

During the afternoon, Compeny A hed cbeerved enemy move-
ment between Hills 531 and 609 ia a oactus patoh, Due to heavy
fire they oould mot sdvance near enough to romty the enemy.

The Agent ¢orporal from Company D suggested that mortars be
fired into this areas The OJorporal relayed the information
backe Fire was plased in the area flushing the enemy ard as
they retreated to the rear the maehine guns and riflemes pioked
off all of them. (49) |

During this time the 1lst Pivision also attempted to seize
the sauthefn part of Hill 531 without suooess, (B5O) Acocording
to reportes received a Battalion of the lst Division had b&b
passed Hill 631 early on the evening of 29 April, paseing
bshind the hill and bypassing beth RR end Hill 455 while making
a night atteeck on Hill 623, (51)

Late on the night of 29 April orders were received by the
1st Battalion (Qommander to seoure Hill 531, proceed and attaek
Hill 609 from the Boutheast, Although little planning had been
initigted due to the late receipt of the orders the attask was
mades, After meeting stiff resistance, Company C was sble to
obtain & foothold with one platoon omn the southern base of Hill
b3l under an overhanging oliff, Dawn osught the platoon of
Compeny C in that loocstion, they could not sdvsnoe or move basck
88 the enemy fire covered both approaches,

Throughout this sction the diftieﬁlties of subordinate nnits
were inereased as informetion from higher Heedquarters both in
the 34th end 1st Division as to locations of units wemse in error.

(49) Peraonal knowledge; (50) Statements by Majors Landon and

Fanning; (51) Statement by Major Medgtie, who wes a Platoom Leader
in this Battalion
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In the mearr ne the 3d Battalion had r« :hed the escarpment
on the Southwest slopes of Hill 609, It was further learned
that a night attack orn Hill 523 by the lst bivision had been
disastrous as the Bgttalion making the attack had been counter
attacked resulting in heavy casualties and loss of the hill,

The locations of the Battalion had not changed much by the
morning of 30 April, Company A still held positions on Kef el
Guebli, Company B was on the reverse slopes of Hill 529.
Company C on Hill 529 and 531, The 81 mm Mortar Platoon was
on the rear slope of Hill 529, one ﬁeavy Machine Gun Pletoon
was still in position on Hill 529 and one on Kef el Guebli, The
37 mm Platodn had been ordered in position on the road south of
Hill 529 to protect the left flank, (52)

Enemy machine gun fire swept the tops of hills and covered
posslble avenueg of approach, ﬁnamy mortars and artillery
covered approsches and the rear slopes of the Hills held by the
lst Battalion. {53}

SECURING OF HILL 531

At 1145 hours 30 April Lt Col Miller received orders to
make & coordinated attack, seize Hill 531, then proceed to RR‘
and the knob south of Hill 609, outpost the ground and defend
Hill 531, H~hour was to be 1230, The attack was to be pre=-
ceded by a 10 minute artillery concéntration and smoke on -
Hill 531, This attack was to be in conjunction with a large
scale attack on ell fronts of the Corps. The remainder of the
34th Division wes to make a coordinated éttack with tanks on
Hill 609, The 1lst Division on the right was also to attack

with tanks. (54)

(52) Statements by Major Bailey and Major Fanning; Personal
knowledke; (53) Personal knowledge; (54! A-13; Statements by
Major Bailey and Major Fanning; Personal knowledge
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41l the enemy situation known by our forees wag that the
Hille 609 mnd 531 were strongly held,

The plan of the Battalion was to have Company A move up
the trall between Hill 629 and Kef el Guebli, paes in froat of
Kef el Guebli under ocover of the smoke and seize the northeast
half of Hill 531, One platoon of Company A waa to seize the
Knob. (Map 2) Company C was to move up ths low ground in the
ocenter, and the right side of Hill 531 to seize the southeast
half of the hill, Aftar thia ©both Companies were to send
patrols to RR and Hill 465, Compeny B was to move to the posi-
tions vacated by gompany A and afford protection in csse of a
counter attack, Company D was to support from their present
positione with the 81 mortars supprlementing the smoke and take
up all the smoke and HE when the artillery cessed.

S8ince 1t would not be practieable to issue all the orders
and be sure overyone was thoroughly prepared as well as com-
Pleting the plans on suppiies, the Battalion Commander obtained
rermission to postpone the time of the attaok to 1300,

Each company was to continue to lay wire from their present
line which was tied in to the Battalion and back to the rear,
This was to continue to be a party line. Inrfaot many sound
power phones snd EER8 were tied into this net and by simply
giving an order to fire to Qha gung-ammunition supply points,
Company Commanders, and the Battalion Commander counld hear all
the conversation, It was an overloaded net but it worked,

When the atteok wae resdy to jump off, Lt. CGol, Miller
observed a counter attask of aonsiderable force estimated to be .
severasl Battaelions attacking from the high gronad north of Hill
523. Lt. Cols Miller ordered the oompaniee to sontinmme the
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attack and direo..d 34th Division Artillery ..ong with lat
Division Artiiigry, Cannon Company, and 81 mortara}ggainst the
enemy, sucoes8fully breaking up the attack, The counter attaek
was ccmpletely routed as the few enemy who were obeerved moving
about were throwing ewey equipment amd fleeing in every direc-
tion except to the south and southwest.

It is noted here that the original Artillery fire planned
for the attack was not used against the counter attack but other
artilloryrand also some of the last Division's artillery wae used.
The 81 mm Mortar Platoon slthough operating under the old T/0 of
a four gun platoon had five firing morters for this attack,
three had continued the misalon for the attack and two fired con
the counter attsok, |

As the attsck jumped off cohpany C recelved some short
artillery rounds im their area snd 4id not advanoe for several
minutes, In the meantime Lt, Col, Miller rushed forward and
urged them on, stating that the fire waz not all cura but was
8 German trick. After‘moving a short distance Oompany C was
agaln stopred by Machine Gun snd sniper fire. Thelr Weapons
Platoon and Company D Heavy Machine Gune immediately engsaged
these targets.

Observeras from Hill 529 could loocate the targets but
could not engage them with Mortars as the econformation of thé
hill wae such that mortar rounds would go over or fall short
of the enemy who were on a narrow shelf, Commander Company D
issued the order to plaoce one of the 37mm guns in position on
H1ll 529 to engage these targets.

Aided by the fire support of the Machine guns snd being
personally led by Lt, Col. Miller, Company C was asble to move
glowly against bitter fire to the top of the right half of



.H11l 531. The ¢¢ eny was unsuoccessful in a ittempt to move.

up the low part im the center of the Hill as this ares and the
cdmplete eree between 629 and 531 ineluding tha.path between

529 was covered by enemy maochine gun fire. As the Company
reached the top of the hill they received heavy fire from RR

sad loeal counter attacks supported by fire from the rear slope
of 68l.s These were beaten off while the Qdmpany slowly advanced.

In the meantime (ompany A had moved quickly through the
draw between Hill 529 and Kef el Guebli under cover of Smoke,
Artillery, Mortar and Heavy Machine Gun fire, Company A
Weapong Platoon supported from EKef el Guebli,

The 81 mm Mortar Platoon continued to fire Smoke and HE
after the artillery ceased,

Ae Company A moved up to the sssault, the Heavy Machine
Gun Flatoon gave close overhead fire, Dus to the terrain this
fire had to be very oclose and by close cooperation with the
Machine Guns, Company A moved up urnder the fire. When the
fires were masked, rather than ceasing fire the Maohine Guns ‘
lifted their fire just sbove the hesds of the enemy and enough
to olear Hill 531 to enable Compeny A to move in for the kill,
The crack of bullets over the heads of the onemy had the desired
effeot oven though there womnld be no cssnslties from this type
of fire. (55)

The 1lst Flatoon of Company A with the 60 mortar econtinued
to attaok toward the southern knob of Hill 609. The 33 Platoon
of ¢ompany A with every man firing and following its supporting
fires closely reached the srest but were gtopped e¢o0ld temporarily.
by "potato mashers", and fire from Pield Guns and Machine éGung

coming from R.,R, Company A's hand grensgde supply was exhsusted
(55) A-13; A-14
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end with the excer 'on of some NCO's the Secor Platoon was
still to the rear carrying ammmnition for the 4th Platoon, Very
shortly five NCO's and some of the ammunition bearers were
committed with a fresh supply of ammunition. “(56)

The Light Machine Guns of Company A displeced to Hill 531.
Captain Landon requested mortar fire on a Field Piece on RR amni
& Machine Gun on the rear slope of Hill 531. Ry giving a
deseription of the aree ths wempons were located on the map.
Company D Commender in Company ¢ sector did not heve observation
necessitating that the data be computed by map. Captain Landon
adjusted the fires by relay. The fires were very sccurate and
with less than fifteen rounds both targets were destroyed {these
positions were later located to prove this). The initiasl round
on one target fell omly 50 yards over.

Company A continused the ssssult into the enemy positioen and
during some very close fighting were able to seize the morthesst
part of the Hill, which caused the few remalning enemy to drop
back over the flat ground near RR. The First Platoon was now
only about 200 yards short of their objeetive. They had contasoted
the 3rd Battalion on their left. The retreating enemy from Hill
531 wes observed and engaged by the let Platoon elements of the
3rd Battalion and by a section of Heavy Machine Guns that hsad
displaced. FKone of the retreating en emy reached RR. _

After the Machine Guns and ?ield Pieces on RR were destroyed,
Captain Fanonlng, Company ¢ Commander, had been able to advance
the Company further up their side of Hill 5%1. Howaover there
8t1ll appeared to be a pocket of resistence between Company ¢
and Company A. Some enemy on Hill 531 could be observed by

observers on Hill 529 but the friendly forces were too close to

(56) Statements by Majors Balley and Lendon
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use Mortars. A« 1ally the enemy held only ©pocket of about 35
yards in width, The top of the Hill here consisted of deep
crevices and huge boulders that demanded each crook be c¢leared,
Rifle grenade range was almost too great to attempt fire without
firing into Company A, That 37 mm Gun would 4o the job but it
was an impossible feat to get it into position on Hill 529 and
was never aoccamplished,

Another large force of Germans was observed approaching
from the area north of Hill 523 toward Hill 455, There was a
brier‘discussion as to whether they were carrying a white flag,
Giving them the benefit of the doubt they were not taken under
fire immediately. But their tricks were known and kept in mind,
On closer obaervation it wes noted that they appeared to be
carrying weapons and emmunition #nd instesd of moving over_the
uncovered araas,‘they were moving directly toward H1ll 523, The
columns were somewhat closed up and were estimated to be at least
a full strength Battalion, During this time the artillery from
34th Division end 1st Division boxed the enemy in on their rear
and flenks and were instructed to fire on c¢all, The Mortar
Platoon sealed the open end of the box, The plan was to fire on
signal with half the weapons remaining on the edges of the target,
the remaining to move inward and outward,

In all faelrness several rounda of mortaer were fired between
the columns and Hill 523 attempting to keep theﬁ from ssgembling
behind this hill, Immediately the enemy swung toward Hill 523 and
attempted to place some mortars and other weapons lnto posgition,
The intentions of the enemy were clear, The signal to open Tlire
was given, The dust cleared up after some time of firing. It was

then noted that the attack had been stopped and very few men were
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8till active. Another counterattack had been routed.

About this time the familiar "BRRE" of the enemy machine
pistol was directed into Compeny ¢ from the visinity of the
pocket. A light mechine gun from (ompany A sector was slso heard.
Company C returned fire into the pocket and prepared to asssult,

Company A reported that they were also receiving small arms
fire from the same pooket. (57)

Company C waes ready to sssault the position. A& a final
precaution, Company A wes cslled and was given the information
concerning the planned assault. During the oonversation it was
learned that Company A had employed several oaptured enemy weapons.
Upon closer checking it was noted that fhey were cloge to the
suspected enemy position. To verify their loocations each company
fired a signal, After verification of positionms it was found that
there were no enemy in the pocket at this times They had
evidently pulled out during the oounterattsock. Company A snd ¢
made contact.

Artillery, mortar, and maschine sun fire continued en
Company A position® until friendly artillery end 81 mm mortar
fire was directed on the enemy positions, (58)

The First Flstoon of Company A had@ reached its ob jective after
gome resistance snd had not lost contsot with the Third Eattalion,
The remainier of the Division songisting of elements of

166th Infantry Regiment and 133th Infsntry Regiment and the
remainder of the 135th Infantry were reasdy to mop up the North
and Northeast slopes of Hill 609. (59)

The 1st Division was making slow progress asnd due to the

diffiocult terrain the tgnk attack was held up. The Division was

(57) A-11; A-12; 4-13; Personal knowledge; (58) A-12; A=13;
Personal knowledge; (59) A-11; A~12; Statement by Mejor Bailey
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concentrating o1 . plan to meke a wide swlin right,

Several local counterattacks from the rear northeast
slopes of Hi{ll 531 were repulsed early in the evening, ZEarly
in the evening Lt, Midkiff, Company Commander of Company B, was
ordered to move Company B and reinforce Company C, secure the
right half of Hill 531 and to patrol toward Hill 455 and RR,
During the night some snlper and artlillery flre was received in
this sector. By early morning all of Hi1l 531 was 1in the hands
of the lst Battalion,

Early the next mornolng two platoons lncluding the Weapons
Platoon of Company B were sent to occupy RR, Thls was success-
fully accomplished after meeting only light resistence, During
1 May the Battalion completely secured RR and H1ill 455,

Again following their dlsplacement from Hill 531 the posi-
tions the Flatoon of Heavy Machine Guns had vacated were taken
under enemy artillery fire, |

During the evering all mortars and ammunition were brought
up by vehicle, Although a path had not been cleared through
the mine f£ibsld between H1ll 531 and Hill 609 the Mortar Trans-
portation Corporal drove a vehicle through the field thus
clearing a path for all the supplies of the Battalion,

The night of 1 May was very guiet, wvn the mornlng of 2d
May several enemy counterattacks were stopped by frlendly
Artlllery and 81 Mortar fire,

Early on the afternoon of 24 May all enemy activity ceased
'except three field guns, which while attempting to get into
position, were destroyed by the 81 mortars firing at a range of

3900 yards, To reach out to this range extra increments were

added to the rounds,
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The Battalion had a chance to observe the results of
their efforts and the devastating effeets of the supporting
weeponsS pnd small grms fire on the ememy. The results of the
unsuccessful counterattacks were also noted.

The battle area wes littered with Qerman desd and equip~
-ment. aspeclially on Hill 531. sampléa of this equipment and
8ll moaps found were sent back to the S-2.

The enemy dead in the low areas behind the south knob of
Hill 590 1llustrated the results of s unit caught in the assem-
bly ares by mortar fire prior to attaseking. Aprroximately 60
Germans dead wore found here.

The fall of Hill 609 had mede the other hills untensble
and from all indications the enemy had withérawn,

On the night of 2 May the 168th Infantry relieved the 135th

Infantry of the responsibility of Hill 509. The Battal ion went
into defensive positions near 8Si Nsir sad reverted to Divisionm
Reserve.

A look at the ammunition situstion revesled thaet the 81 mm
Mortars had fired over S,OOO rounds of ammunition. The Heavy
Machine Guns averaged from 20 to 25 chests per gun. The Rifle
Companies fired 90-95% more than they had fired during any
previous section of this time length.

On inspection of Hill 531 there were found to be logations
for over 70 Automatic Weapons. Hill 455 and RR had many posi-~
tions for Pield Pleces and Automatic Wespons which could cover
Hill 531.

Germen prisoners asked if the Amoricans ever slept as they
attaczed all the time. Germsn prisoners also later stated that
the Germans haed 75 men on the right portion of Hill 531, 50 of

whom had been armed with automstioc weapons.
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Company € had .ittle more than 604 streng.. when it
attaoked Hill 531,

Oompany 4 hed approximeately 65% of its strength for the
attack,

The enomy who had defended the hill came from a German Alr
foroe Regiment called "Regiment Barethin", Theee troops hal
been desply imbued with the Nazi Doetrine and were boldly and
coursageously leds They were oz par with those Germsn troops
later known as Paratroops, Prior to this sction they had
received especinlized training in mountain fi ghting.

During this actiocn the 34th Division found itself, After
kEnowing bewilderment, bitternéss and hard experienoe the Zéth
Division aow had one of the most outstanding achievements of
the Tunisian Campaign to its sredit, (60)

The sucoess here went far to safeguard and assist the
advance which the 1st Division was making in the hills to the
east and asalsted in opening the Pine Valley for the final
armored blow,

The final stage for the pincer movement after meny hard
monthe of fighting was set and resulted iz the capture and

destruction of the Axis force in North Africs. (561)

ANALYSIS AND CRITICQISM _

A 8tudy of this operation by the lst Battalion 155th
Infahtry indicates that the Battalion in its finsl attack
adhered slose to sound taetical principles.

It is especially noted that errors previocusly made at Pon-
douk and oorrected during the training period were not repested.

(60) A-11; A-12; A-14; Personal knowledge; (61) A-2, P B=6,
insert; A-~11; Personal knowledge
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The Battali... was not set for its first .tteck from Hill 5§75
due to the time being moved up resulting in faiiuro initially.

The objeetive for a might attsok should be limited and
there should be time for planning. |

H hour for the finsl attack was delayed to allow for the
information to be given to necessary lesders snd personnels, It
is necessary that key personnel have Ir oper knowledge of the
plans and that there 1s time to mrepare the supply getups It was
illustrated in the success of the finel attack that the delay was
ne0o888TY, |

There was exoellent ooordinstion of supporting wespons whioh
included Battaslion Weapons and Artillerys This was shown by the
rapid fire snd control of thie fire on the counter attacks,

fhe intelligent use of smoke ensbled the ecompanies to move
to aespulting positions with few casualtlies.

Company C shonld have teken a fow casualties from the artil-
lery fire and without hesitation should have kept close to the
initial fires. If it had done 8o they might have seized their
objJective earlier.

By lifting Machine Gun fires rather than ceasing fire the
enemy was kept partiaslly down assigting the asssulting troops.

The -2 must carefully weigh all information and it must
be confirmed before action is taken, Along with this a change
of plans should not be based on information unless thers are
geveral verified sources.

Men of the Rifle Companies fired their rifles at the ob-
Jective even if there was no enemy in sight. This hed a twe
fold offect, First all the lead flying around helped to keep
the enemy down, Seocondly it had a deeclded psychologicel effect



on the men who 7 -ed, they felt‘as if they ' 2 a part in the
fight and also it kept them busy,

The communication for the Companies was CEll sets hooked
to assault wire, Although the units had contact, which proved
very necessary, there was an undesirable overload on the line,
Howsever, it worked, More nets should have been established,

The SCR596 proved ineffeotive, More than one channel of communi-
‘cation 1s necessary,

7 Members of the fighting teams had to be used to carry ammu-
nition, This decreased the efficiency of the assault units, as
the weary men had to cerry suﬁply instead of getting some rest,
The A.T, COmpany(could have been used to relieve some of the
riflemen used as ammunition bearers,

An unsuccessful attempt was made to haul the 37 mm Gun to
the top of H11ll 529, The weepon was to00 heavy to manhandle up
this steep route,

The mutual gupport exchanged by adjJacent units 4id much to
ald in accomplishing the mission., Rapid displacement by supporte
1ng weapons assured close and continuous support. Aggressive use
of vehicles insured ample ammunition supply. The supporting
weapons did not fire all 1ts missions from the same positions,
The value of thia was 111ustra£ed by the enemy artillery fire
on the positions that had been vacated,

Although the double envelopment of the Battalion was
suecegsful, control is very difficult and can end in disaster,
eapecially, if friendly units engage in a fire fight with egch
other, |

Enemy weapons may be used when our supply is low but all

units must be informed, or friendly fire may be brought down

on the firing weapon,
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The men and ¢ icérs deserve much credit »r their courage,
team work and for their participation in this action,

The enemy defended his observation by surrounding key
terrein features, The defenses were around the base and flanks
of hills as well as on the rear slopes, The rear slope defense
was also covered by another hill, The day and night positions
were usually different, 7

The Reserve Company was not committed untll the hill was
- almost secure, It is felt that due to the terrain and sltuation
the Company was committeed at the proper time. The right flank
was open and there were no other approaches t6 use for another
company to attack,

Although a Battalion Commender should not normally lead the
attack, he showed good judgment end initiative here at a critical
time when his presence influenced the attack, Company C was
stopped but the actions by him inspired the men and was the
declding influence to get them underway egain.

.Higher headquarters did not give acocurete locations of sube
ordinate units which greatly endangered success of actions,

The Machine Guns secrificed two guns per platoon initially.
This assured an aﬁple gsupply of ammunition, It is better to
have few guns with lots of ammunition rather than many guna
with little ammunition, ‘

The Battelion in the lst Division which reportedly had
bypassed Bill 531 was possibly in error as to location, If
not the enemy haed infiltrated back into the positions or they
had not observed the movement, In this case it is felt that
such a plece of key terraln, since numerous attacks had felled
to take 1t, should have been occupled at that time, and not

left unguarded.,
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To sum up the attle:

The 1st wattalion sucoeeded in frontslly attscking a
tensoious enemy sSeizing a portion of Hill 609 and all of
Hill 531, RR and Hill 455 after six days of sttacking and
continuous pounding.

The objJeotives were important as the onemy made despersate
attenpts to regain them by counterattacks.

The enemy casualties were heavy a3 noted by the number dead
on the objeotives.

The Battalion casunalties were three officer casualties and
approximately EO enlisted men., The low casualty rate was due to
aggreasivensas and conorete application of taetical prineiples,

It was a victory that was gained through growing experience
and aggressiveness and ranks as ome of the major battles of the
Regiment,

To gummarige the operations I wish to quots a statement
Genersl Bradley wrote "A strong enemy attack was repulsed.
Fighting all day intense and bloody. The enemy was engaged
with bayonsts and grensde and there were many oasss of out-

standing bravery.*

LESSORS3

These are not all lesaons that have not been known by some
but rather those that were not followed or remembered:

1. Combat firing oxeroises, s rigid, and an extensive
training pi&éﬁéﬁ is an impcrtant phase betore going into combat.
This 18 especially true of a unit that hes Just oompleted a
phagse of combat., Maneuver mistakes are battle mistakes.

2, (Olose cooperation and flexibility is needed with
supporting weépons to stop count erattacks snd for other missions,

Troops muat follow initial fires clomelys
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3+ Adequate communiostion is neoessary. Wire proves the
most reliable. Aiternate channels are necessary.

4. Units are prone to move too fast before the attack and
too often attack before they are ready., It ie better to delay
the attack and to prepare proper plans,

5. Men should be trained to fire their individusl wezpons.
Too many of our riflemen do not fire when in combat.

5. Do not exhaust fifle troops by using them to ocarry
supplies. | -

o 7. There is a definite need for asocurate informastion on
enemy installations and friendly locations., Also 4o not base
deocisions oh one unreliable source.

8. High points are usged for observation and many times
defended by surrounding key terrain snd by fire. Rear slope
Gefonse when correctly uged is very sunosessful.

9., Troops must be Physienlly hardened before battle,

10, Slmndftérs ghould be used in battery when possible.
They are a véry effeofi?a weap on. |

1ll., Supporting weapons should move to alternate poeitions
and not fire all missions from cne location,

18, Aggressive uge must be made of vehicl es,

13. Aggressive action om the part 6f"the attackers results
in lese casualtiea for their unit,

l4. Do not under eatimsate or over estimate the enemy,

156, Much of our equipment, weapons and ammuniticn need
further development, fThere is a definite need for light weapons.
There is alsc a need for a better radio for front line companies.

16+ There is a definite need for a light weight direct fire
waapon_that is ﬁobile and has the punch‘of'the 81 Mortar,
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