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‘THE OPERATIONS OF COMPANY "C", 180TH INFANTRY
(45TH INFANTRY DIVISION) AT HILL 960, NORTH
- OF VENAFRO, ITALY, 30-31 DECEMBER 1943,
(NAPLES-FOGGIA CAMPAIGN)
(Personal Experience of an Acting Company Commander)

INTRODUCTION

This monogrﬁph covers the operations of Company “C“,
180th Infantry, 45th Infantry Division in the attack on
Hill 960, South of Mount Molino, Italy, 30-31 December 1943
during the Winter Line Offensive.

dust as to how this operatlion fits into the largen
picture of Division, Corps and Army activities makes it
necessary to discuss briefly the events which led up to
this action.

The Italian Peninsular was successfully invaded during
early September by the US Fifth Army and British Eighth |
Army. (1) After thelr link-up constant pressure was applied
against German rear guard action until the US Fifth Army
reached the Volturno River on the West coast 6 October 1943,
end the British Eighth Army reached Termoli on the Adriatic
coast on the same date. (2) (See Map A)

The Fifth Army successfully crossed the Volturno River on
the night of 12-13 October 1943, (3) The Fifth Army after
this crossing began a series of mountain campaigns wpich did
not end until the Germans offically surrendered on 2 Mey
1945, (4)

On 15 November 1943, after crossing the Volturno River
and advancing more than 50 miles in the mountainous terrain,

(1) A-3, p. 75; (2) A-9, p. 36-37; (3) A-9, p. 403
(4) A-9, p. 438.



" the Fifth Army arrived at the Winter Line. Likewise, the

British Eighth Army advanced on the Adriatic Coast until the

Army reached the Sangro River which was also a part of the

Winter Line defenses. (See Map A) :(5)
THE GENERAL SITUATION

The subsequent fighting showed that the German Winter Line
was\one of two systems of fortifications. The purpose of the
Winter Line was to halt the Allied Advence while the Germans
galned time to complete the main defepsive positioh called
the Gustav Line. (8See Map A) (6) Though the so-called
temporary line was only meanﬁ to delay the Allies, the sﬁecess
of the enemy 1n stoppingrour sdvance units at 1ts approaches
during the first part of NDVember, led to a change of orders
by the German Command. Orders were lssued to hold as long as
possible before falling beck to the mein defenses. (7)

The Fifth Army plan to penetrate the Winter Line was
divided Into three phasesa, The first was a blow on the left
of the Mignano Gaﬁ that captured the Caming hill-msss by 8
December 1943, This phase was accomplished by the Britlsh
10th Corps on the left and elements of II Corps on the right.
VI Corps on the right of II Corps contributed to the success
of phase I by limited attacks in the mountains between Mount
Corno and Mount Mare. (8)

The second phase of the Fifth Army offensive included
San Pietro, a village in between two mountains. This was the
Fifth Army main effort astride Highway € and'was completed by

(5) &-5, p. 7; (6) A-5, p. B; (7) 4a-5, p. 6-7; (8) A-5,
p - 28"’29 .
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- 19 December 1943, (9) This main effort by II Corps was ac-

companied by a full-scale offensive on the part of VI Corps
in the mountains to the north. As in phase I of the Army
plan, the main effort of VI Corps was made along the two east-
west roads; that is Filigneno-Sant 'Elia road and the Colli-
Atina road. Ultimate objectives, to be reached as the of-
fensive continued into Phase III, were the heights north of
Cassino at the hesd of the Rapido River Valley., (10) VI
Corps offensive sﬁarted on the night of 14-15 December 1943,
and by 21 December VI Corps held a line running just east of
Viticuso and Casale and extending north to the south slopes
of Le Mainarde. This line was held by the units that partic-
lpated in this sﬁccessful operation; 45th Infantry Division on
the left to just east of Casale,Jand the 24 Moroccan Division
on the right to the slope of Le Mainarde. (See Map B) (11)
180TH INFAﬁTﬂX‘ﬁEGIﬂENTA;_§;EUﬁE;9§

On the night of 17-18 December the second battalion,
" : Ty

180th Infantry, moved;thrdugh the 179th Infantry, and occupled

" Mount la Posta without opposition, and succeeded in pushing

along the Sant !Elia road to a series of hills south-east of
Casale, These'hills were numbered 885, 935, and 830, (12)
1st Battalioﬁ'moved into a Regimental reserfe position South
of Maestro Giovanni on 18 December 1943, (See Map C) (13)
The 3d Battalion under 45th Division controllef occupied
Mount Corno. (14)

BATTALION SITUATION

on the morning of 19 December 1943, lst Battallon from

(9) A-5, p. 67:; (10) A-5, p. 693 (11) A-5, p. 77; (12)
A-10; {(13) Personal knowledge; (14) A-1l.



positions south of Maestro_Giovanni sent a reconnalssance

party North £o reconnoiter s night route to Hill 840. This
party of 20 men led by Captain Milton Jarold, the Battaelion
8-3, not only succeeded in réconnoitering a route to Hill 840 -
but also greatly assisted the battalion by ambushing = party

of Germans. These Germans would have caused the 1lst Battalion
many casualties and much delay. The result of this action led
by the S5-3 was nine dead Germans, eleven German prisoners plus
the capture of five machine guns and four mortars. Interroga-
tlon revealed that the German force constituted an ambush which
had been placed in position to waylay an American battalion,
that was expected to move on that route on the night of 19
December, (15) (16)

The first battalion moved out on the night of 19-20
December and led by A Company, seiged Hill 840 by daylight
without sﬁffering any casualties. B Company selized Hill 810
north-east of Hill 840 at 0900 hours. From these posltions
the next objectives.of the battalion could'easily be seen.
Mount Molino to the right front and Hill 860 to the left front
dominated -the entire ares facing.the 1lst Battelion. From
Mount Molino and Bill 960 the enemy on clesar dsys could observe
all our supply routes to the rear and covered these treils by
artillery fire. € Company was in a reserve position 800 yards
south-east of Hill 840, The first battalion command post and
ald station were in the gorge 400 yards south-east of Hill
- 840, (17}

From the 20th through the 29th December 1943, patrols

(15) A-7; (16) Personal knowledge; (17) Personal knowledge.
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were sent out nightly to Mount Molino and Hill 960, and light
actlon was encountered on both terrain features. (See Map C)
(18) |

A patrol from C Company on 25 December found Hill 970,
south-east of Hill 840; to be unoccupied. Hill 970 was ordered
by lst Battalion to be ceccupied by 3d Platoon, ¢ Company. Po-
sitions to be océupied by 2400 hours, 25 December 1943, (See
Map D) (19)

- On 28 December, ¢ Company COmmander,VCaptain Richard P,
Blanks, and the executive officer moved out to Hill 970 to
make a reconnaissance and to check on the 3d Platoon positions.
The two officers reached H11l 870 at 1100 hours and were met
by the 3d Platoon leader, Lt. Lucien F, Wilkins. The three
officers went out on the forward (north) slope of Hill 970
and discovered snother ridge to the front., This small ridge
was a part of HI1l1 970 and was directly south of Hill 960,
Captain Blanks decided that machine guns and 60 mm mortars in
pogition on this ridge could support any attack made by C
Company on Hill 960, It was also noted at thils time that Hill
960 appeared to be unoccupied. (20}

Shortly after returning to C Company reserve area at 1430
hours, Captain Blanks was slerted to prepare hils compeny for
the coming sasttack. C Compsny would particlpete in the attack
of the lst Battalion on Hill 960 and Mount Molino. (21)

SITUATION COMPANY C

After Captain Blanks was alerted on 28 December, he didn't

deem it necessary to make any more reconnaissance, having just

(18) (19) (20) (21) Personsgl knowledge.



completed one in the H1ll 960 area. Fe ordefed the Wegpons
Platoon to move out and occupy positions on the small ridge
jutting out from the north slope of Hill 970, This platoon
was to be in posltion by daylight, dig-in, and make any neces-
sary reconnaissance to support C Company's attack on Hill 960.°
-Probable time of the attack would be the morning of 30 Decem-
ber 1943. Captain Blanks also slerted all Platoon leaders to
got ready for the coming attack. (22) |

— e @ s A LEd.

. On 29 December 1943 Captain Blanks and his executive
officer were ordered to report to the Battalibn C.P, and re-
celve the attack order to be issued by the Battalion Commander,
It. Col. Deniel K. Ahearn. The 1st Battslion's plan of attack
was with two companies abreast. Company B. on the right with
1st Platoon, A Compeny attached would attack and capture Mount
Molino, dompany €., on the left would attack-and capture Hill
960 and protect the left flank of B Company. A Company,iminus;
from positions on both Hills 840 and 810 wonuld be in Battalion
reserfe but support the attack by fire. D Company with two
platoons of heavy machine guns and two .50 Cal, machine guns
in position on Hills 840 and 810 would support the Battallon
attack, D Company 81 mm Mortar Platoon was given the mission
of supporting the attack from a positionrzoo yards east of
Hill 840, 1st Platoon, Company C, 84 Chemical Battallon,
would be in direct support of lst Battsllon with one observer
with C Company. Tanks from Company A&, 755th Tank Battalion,
would support the sttack of lst and 24 Batﬁalion by firing

on Mount Molino, Hill 960 and Mt. Raino from the village of

(22) Personal knowledge.



Casale. Seven battalions of artillery would support the at=-
tack with prepared fires at H minus 15 to H plus 15, thereafter
on c¢all. One forward observer with B Company and one at Bat-
talion 0. P. on Hill 840, The LD located in a draw 200 yards
south of Hill 960 and Mount Molino. Tlime of attack 0630
hours 30 December 1943, Battalion Commander to be located at
Battalion 0. P. on Hill 840, Battalion C. P. and Aid Station
on south-seast slope of Hill 840. (See Map C) The 34 Bn.
would attack Mount Raimo, Hill 1000, and Mount Rotondo at
0630 hours on the 1lst Battalion's right. Zd‘Battalion to be
in reserve on Hills 885, 830 and 935. (22) (23)

- N N O [PLRAS

The plan formulated by Ceptain Richard P. Blanks was as
follows: The company, minus 34 and 4th Plétoons, was to move
from its reserve ares north-west along the supply foute to
H1ll 840. Continue along the trail on the left of the Hill
to a posiﬁibn in the draw north-east of Hill 970. This was
to be the atteck position of C Company and was to be occupied
during the early hours of darkness on the night of 29 December
1943, (24)

The 3d Platoon would be relieved on Hill 970 by a Machine
gun Platoon from D Company 179th Infantry. The 34 Platoon
would join the company in the attack area upon belng relieved
on Hill 970. (25)

After all three rifle platoons were In the attack area
the 3d Platoon would lead the Company attack on Hill 960
leaving the position at 0600 hours 30 December. (See Map D)
(26)

(22} Personal knowledge; (23) Extracts from copy of F.0.
#33, RCT 180, 29 Dec 43 in possesslon of Author; (24) (25)
(26) Personal knowledge,.
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The 2d and 1st Platoons would follow in column behind
the 3d Platoon, TUpon reaching the LD area, a short'pause
would be made‘until the column closed up. (See Map D) (27)

After the 3d Platoon reached Hill 960, 1t would move
quickly to the north-west slope and capture the peak of Hill
960 and be ready to protect the Company reorgsnization sgainst
a counterattack from the reverse slopé or north draw, (Sece
Map D) (28)

The 24 and lst Platoon would be committed as the slituation
developed probably to the left of the 3d Platoon. (29)

Company Headquarters group wauld follow the 34 Platoon,
The Communication Sergeant would see that wire {(W-130) was
1laid from the attack position forward to Hill 960, (30)

The 4th Platoon from positions on the ridge just east of
Hill 960 would support the Company attack by fire at H-hour
on observed targets and be prepared to fire on call. (See
Map D) (31)

The MG Platoon, D Company, 179th Infantry would support
the company attack from positions on Hill 970 by observed
fire and on call., (32)

After formulating the sbove mentioned plan, Céptain
Richard P. Blenks asked the Compeny Executive officer if he
could carry it out. The officer replied yes as he had already
heard how the Company Commander was to leave on 30 December
1943 for the rest area. The Company Executive officer thus
becsame the acting Company Commander on the evening of 29 Decem-

ber 1943, The Communication Sergeant, Sgt. Casey, after orient-
(27) (28) (29) (30) (31) (32) Personal ¥mowledge.
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ing a rifle squad leader, Sgt. Parris, was also to leave the
Company once 1t resached the attack area. In fact the acting
Company Gommandep discovered on the evening of 29 December,
that he would be without the services of 3gt. Thomas Casey, a
key man in maiters of company communication, and the very

able 24 flatoon Leader, Lt. Berryhlll, as both would acéompany
Captain Blanks to the Rest Area in Naples, Italy. (33)

THE ATTACK ON HILL 960

At 0400 hours, 30 December 1943, C Company occupied its
attack position without incident. It had wire communication
with 34 Platoon on Hill 970 and with the lst Battalion C.P.
on Hill 840, The M. G. Platoon of D Company 179th Infantry
hed not arrived to relieve 3d Platoon, C Company; so!the act-
ing Compeny Commander ordered at 0400 h&g;;} Lt W11kins%/%d
Platoong to vacate positions and joln C Company at foot of
H111l 970 in the attack position. The 3@ Platoon entered the
attack posltion area at 0545 hours. At the same time the M.G.
Platoon arrived under the command of a replacement Platoon
Leader. He was told to hurry up to Hill 370 and fire on call
of C Company Commsnder. (34)

At 0605 hours the 3d Platoon, (32 men) under command of
Lt. Iucien F. Wilkins moved out tdward the LD, followed by the
acting Compeny Commander, and the remainder of the rifle
platoons. (35) _

The srtillery was he ard opening up at H-15 and the LD
was still some 300 yards ashead with the nose of the 4th

Platoon ridge to go around. (See Map D) The 3d4,Platoon
{33) (34) (35) Personal knowledge.
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started up the north slope of thils ridge rather than go
around, so the Company Commander permitted this action to
save time. (36)

At 0630 the 3d Platoon stopped to check 1ts direction
and the acting Company Commander moved forward to see what
was wrong. Upon reaching Lt, Wilkins' positlion, the acting
Company Commander polnted out Hill 960 shesd and ordered Lt.
Wilkins to follow the artillery fire ms closely as possible.
With this information the 3d Platoon under Lt. Wilkins! vig-
orous leadership, moved forward and by 0635 was on the east
slopes of Hill 960 closely followed by the remainder of C
Company. (37)

As soon as the artillery moved forwerd, the 34 Platoon
followed. Finally all supporting fires cesased and-C Company
was on its own. (38)

By 0700 the eastern half of Hill 960 was occupied by
C Company with no enemy resistance. (39)

The 3d Platoon was ordered by the ascting Company Con-
mander to capture a machine gun nest on the north-west slope
just below the western pesk of Hill 960. (40)(See Map D)

The 34 Platoon eliminated the machine-gun nest and by
0715, the only enemy fire on Hill 960 came from the west
peak which dominated the entire area. This machine-gun
fire caused the 34 Platoon to take cover in the previoualy
captured machine-gun nest, and along a rock wall which ran
ogst and weat along the north slope of HiIl1ll 960. (41)

The ascting Company Commander with the four Platoon
{(36) (37) (38) (39) (40) (41) Personal knowledge.

12
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runners was located behind a rock wall that ran north end
south about half-way up toward the west peak of Hill 960.
Besides the runners, the acting Company Commander had his
radio, SCR-511, and the operator. From this position the
acting Company Commander could see thé enemy machine-gun
firing on the 3d Platoon and attempted to ¢all the Battalion
Commander on the radio for sdditional fire support. BRadilo
contact could not be made, and at this time the wire had not
been lald up to his position, so the acting Company Commander
tried to contact his 4th Platoon by the S3CR-536 radio. This
radio also falled to work, consequently, he had only his
remaining rifle platoons with which to sasttack. (42)

As the Company Commend group took cover behind the
north-south rock wall, the 2d Platoon following, halted in
an exposed positionlbehind them. When the enemy machine gun,
on the west peak of Hill 960, opened fire on the 3d Platoon,
T/Sgt. Bennie Qginton, 24 Plagtoon Sergeant, led his men off
the exposed slope and they took cover on the southeast slope
of Hill 960, (43)

The 1lst Platoon under command of lst Lt. Pusateri, took
cover on the east slope of Hill 960 along s rock wall, (44)

Shortly after the enemy machine gun opened up, the
en emy from excellent positlons on the west slope of Mount
Molino opened fire with a continuous mortar barrage. This
barrage lasted from 0715 until 0Y30, This observed fire from
the higher Mount Molino, blanketed the eastern half of Hill

960 and caused sbout twenty (20) casualtles in the lst and
(42) (43) (44) Personsal knowledge
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2d Platoon areas. About all a soldler could do for cover
under this barrage was to hug the rock walls or to pile rocks
around his position. (45)
As the enemy mortar fire lifted from Hill 960, it was

followed by artillery fire on the draw east of C Company,
and on the 4th Platoon position. (486)

~ Enemy artillery and mortar fire prevanted the wire from
being lald to the Company C.P; until 0815 hours, Finally at
0815 hours the acting Company Commander reported C Company's
situation to the Battalion Commander. He informed the Bat-
talion Commander that ¢ Company could clear Hill 960 if as-
slsted by artillery fire on the enemy mortar positions on
the weat slope of Mount Molino. This request was denied as
.B Company Commander reported his troops on the top of Mount
Molino. GC Company acting Commander did obtain, however, .50
cal. machine gun support from D Company. This accurate long-
range fire from Hill 840 caused three German casualties in the
machine;gun nest near the peak of Hill 960. (47)

During the lull in the enemy mortar and msaschine gun

fire, the zeting C Company Commander ordered the 24 Platoon
to attack west along the south slope of Hill 960 and knock-
out the machine gun on the west peak. This 2d Platoon recelved
machine gun support from D Company initially, but this support
suddenly ceased without orders by C Company Commander. The 24
Platoon started their attack and advanced along the barren
slopes for g dlstance of lQO Yards. As they advanced toward

the west pesk they were observed from Mount Molino. Suddenly
(45) (46) (47) Personal knowledge.
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a previously unlocated machine-gun‘nest facing the 24 Platoon
on the south slope of Hill 960 opened fire and halted the
platoon. When the 24 Platoon halted, mortars from positions
on Mount Molino opened up and the platoon was caught in a
heavy mortar concentration. This enemy flre caused seven
casualties in the 2d Platoon, leaving 15 men. This platoon
withdrew and carried its wounded back to the south-east slops
of Hill 960. It then took up its original positions., (48)

The acting Company Commander tried to use the wire com-
municatlon after the last mortar barrage snd found that it
had been knocked-out. He ordered 3gt. Parris to go out and
check the wire as the SCR-511 radio would not work. The SCR-
536 radios would not work at this time, so the acting Company
Commander sent a runner to contact the 4th Plétoon to get fire
support on the pesk of Hill 960, After contacting the 4th
Platoon, the runner was to proceed to Hill 970 and contact
the 4.2 Mortar Platoon observer, and request fire on the two
known enemy positlions on the west pesk of H1ll 980 that were
causing C Company so manﬁ casualties. (49)

The acting Company Commander noted ef 0915 hours that his
men were seeklng cover and not firing on the two enemy machine
guns., He started firing with his M-l rifle and seemed to be
gccurately engaging the opening of the enemy nest on the peak
of Hill 960, After firing two clips of smmunition a Red
Cross flag of.truce appeared atop-of Hill 960. The Company
Commander ceased his fire and German litter bearers came over

the peak., The Germans were seen to evacuate four wounded,
(48) (49) ©Personal knowledge.
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Three of these casualtles were caused by the earller D

Company mechine gun support from Hill 840. The Germsn litter
bearers returned with two soldiers on litters and these sol-
dlers were seen to occecupy the same sbove mentioned machine-
gun neat, Knowing he wasn't doing much good as a riflemsn the
acting Company Commander had the lst Platoon send up auto-
matic rifle team. Pfe. Gazzetti came forward aﬁd took up a '
position as ordered behind the north-south roeck wall and kept
up a slow rate of flre throughout the remainder of the day.(50)

The acting Company Commsnder had one more sutomsatilc rifler
team come forward and engage the enemy machine-gun nests from
a position on the north side of Gazzetti's tesm. (51)

At 1200 hours the 4.2 Mortars did fire a concentfﬁtion
on the west pesk of Hi1ll 960 and the commander knew the mes-
senger had gotten through, but the 4th Platoon never did
delivef any flre support on the 30th of December, The 4.2
Mortar fire was accurate but the Company Commander did not
have communicetlon with the observer and could not control
the fire, After a concentration of 20 rounds the mortar fire
lifted and never fired agaln. (52)

At 1315 hours wire communication was again restored with
the Battallion Commander. The acting C Company Commander was
given permission to adjust smoke shells from one (1) 105-mm
howitzer on the peak of Hill 960. After accurately adjusting
this fire he made sure the artillery knew the location of all
forward elements of C Company. He requested artillery fire

on Mount Molino but was again refuséd as B Company Commender
(50) (51) (52) Personal knowledge.
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rep&rted his troops still on the top of Mount Molino. (53)
(See Map D)

C Company Commander started meking preparations for the
attack on the west slope of Hill 960. He sent a messenger
for the 2d Platoon Sergeant and the lst Platoon Leader, and
as they reached the Company Commanderts position'they were
jolned by the 3d Platoon Leader. They were informed of the
plan to take the west pesk. The plan was that the 2d.Platoon
wonld attack on the left and the 3d Platoon on the right
_(north) as soon as the artillery was shifted to the west of
H11l 960. dJust as this plan was made known to the Platoon
Leaders, the enemy started flring a mortar concentration that
lasted from 1330 hours to 1345 hours. At the same time our
own artillery concentration started on H1ll 960 and the Bat-
talion Commander stated over the telephone, "That'!s your
artillery fire, now move out." The Company didn't move.

The enemy mortar fire killed Lt. Wilkins, 34 Platoon Leader,
Lt.'Pusgteri and wounded the 3d Platoon Sergeant, T/Sgt.
Douglas. This enemy fire also knocked-out the wire communi-
cation to the Battallon Command Post. (54) (See Map D)

Previous enemy mortar fire had left only one Medie in
the Company area. He was Pfc, Bailey who was knocked uncon-
scious by the last mortar barrage. TUntil this excellent Medic
was revived, Pfc. Voight, a runner from the 34 Platoon, took
over the duties of a Medic and treated seversl wounded cases.
By 1600 Bailey revived and slthough somewhat hazy, resumed
hls duties. (55)

At 1630, when enemy machine guns and mortars ceassed fir-
(53) (54) (55) Personal knowledge.
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ing, the acting C Company Commander received a8 strength re-
port from the three rifle platoons., 3d Platoon had a squad
sergeent in command and seven (7) men. 24 Platoon, under
command of T/Sgt. Bennle Quinton, had eleven (11) men. .lst
Platoon, under command of Sgt. Clemens, had nine (9) men, (56)

One of the walking wounded, a Company messenger, Private
Pitt, gave the C Company strength report to the Battalion
Commander. Accompanying this report was the information that
C Company was reorgeanizing and intended to hold the egst half
of Hill 960 until further ordérs. (57) (See Map D)

At 1900 hours Sgt. Parris, acting Communicatlion Sergeant,
arrived at the Battalion C.P. for more wire (w=130). He was
sent back to Hill 960 with the following message from the
Battalion Commander: ﬁb Company withdraw to positions on Hill
970, Support by fire from Hill 970, Companies "A"™ and "B"
attack on Mount Mollino 0650 hours 31-December? (58) (See Map D)

Sgt. Parrls reached the actlng € Commander's location
on Hill 960 at 2130 hours after much delay, caused by enemy
morter and artillery fire. (59)

The Commander by this time had already ordered C Company
to organize g perimeter defense on the sastern-hslf of Hill
960 and hold. This task was completed at 1900 hours. (60)
(See Map D)

THE WITHDRAWAL TO HILL 970

The acting Company Commsander assembled his three (3)
rifle platoon sergeants and issued orders for the withdrawal

at 2140 hours,
(56) (57) (58) (59) (60) Peraocnal knowledge.

18



§ -y
L

-

M\TQJ

® o

The company was to withdraw off the Hill in the follow-
ing order: 1st squad, 2d Platoon, followed by the Company
Command group, remalnder of the 2d Platoon, seven (7) men
from the 3d Platoon, and the lst Platoon protecting and bring-
Ing up the rear of the column. The Company took almost the
same route back to the attack position as used in the»morning
to go forward, except the Company utilized the draw east of
Hi1l1ll 960 at night. From the attack position the Compeny moved

gt ot i ..y Ly - 7ot T

up gwpggglmén the south-east slope of Hill 970 to its positions
on Hill §70, é Company relleved the M.G, Platoon of the 179th
Infantry at 0030 hours 31 December 1943, (61) (See Map D)

‘ The acting Company Commander, having no officers, physi-
Ef%%? placed each squad of the Company in position to hold
Hill 970, The Company orgsasnized a reversed slope defense with
the 1st and 24 Platoons forward with the 2d on the right, 3d
Platoon organized the rear of the Coﬁpany area. Each Platoon
placed four men on the forward slope to guard sgainst enemy
counterattacks during the houfs.of darkness.

At deylight the Company Commander hoped to find positions
to support the Battalion attack on Mount Molino., Ammunition
was redistributed among the Platoons.

At 0100 hours'SI December 1943 a messenger was sent to
the 4th Platoon, s8till in positions on the small ridge jutting
out from Hill 970 on the north. This messenger was to get
their strength report and inform them to be ready to asaist
by fire from their present positions the Battalion's attack

on Mount Molino at 0650 hours, (62)
(61) (62) Personal knowledge.
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The 4th Platoon strength was given as twelve men and
one offlcer. This Platoon had lost twélve men on the 30th
of December by artillery fire and had four men evacuated be-
csasuse of trench foot. The latter i1llness was a bitter. enemy
to our soldiers during the Winter of 1943-1944, (63)

The weather at daylight 3lst December made 1t impossible
to support the sttack of the remasinder of the Battalion on Mount
Molino. Raln and sleet made visibility =zero. ‘The Battalion
attack was repulsed by 1600 hours 3lst December and the Bat-
tallon was egain forced to withdraw to its former positions._
(64)

The 1lst Battalion position was held aslong Hills 970,

840 and 810 by Companies C, A, and B respectively. This posi-
tion was held until relieved by elements of the 3d Algerian
Division on the night of the 3-4 January 1944. (See Map D) (65)

The only success of the entire 180th Infantry Regiment!s
attack on 30-31 December 1943 was L Company's capture of Mount
Rotondo sgalnst light enemy resistance. (86)

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM

The preparation and orders for carrying out the mission
assigned ¢ Company, 180th Infantry were good except for the
following details, ' Proper consideration was not given in
advance of the difficulties which were to be encountered in
maintaining communication, especlally between the company and
battalion. The SCR-511 radio proved sbsolutely worthless, so
the only chance to eliminate communication difficulties would

have been to receive more help from the battalion wire section.
(63) (64) (65) Personal knowledge; (66) A-7.
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Sgt. Casey, commnicsation sergeant, should have remained Qith
the company for the attack.

The Company failed to attack aggressively after the sup-
porting fires lifted. The only ground captured at 0715 hours
was due to the 3d Platoon, and the remainder of the Company,
¢closely following the artlllery fire. After knocking-out the
first enemy machine gun, the 34 Platoon failed to press the
attack on against the machine gun on the west pesk of Hill
960, Once this platoon gave up its initiative, 1t could only
hold what ground it had taken. 1In splte of the 3d Platoon
failing to press on In the attack, the acting Company Commander
should have seized the initiative, and attacked on the 3d
Platoon's left with the 24 Platoon. This should have been
done as soon a&s he saw that the 3d Platoon was capturing the
first enemy machine gun. As 1t later turned out, the 24
Platoon was committed too late and against an alert enémg
defense.

This attack was meant to be a coordinated attack by the
1st Battalion, but it turned out to be two separate compénies
each in an independent actlion. The Battalion Commander should
havé moved forward by 0800 hours in order to keep abreast of
the situation, as the radlos were not working and the wire
lines had not heen laid., C Company might have taken its objec-
tive if the Battalion Commander had known the situation on
Mount Molino, and allowed artillery fire to be placed on the
enemy mortars in position on that mountsin. If he had known

the situation, A Company could have been committed early in
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the morning of the 30th December againsti Mount Mollno, as

L this objective was too much for one company. Since this was

'a frontal attack all three rifle companles were needed in a

coordinated attack to accomplish the Battalion mission}erhe
proper coordination was not made to insure that the Machine

gun Platoon, Company D, 179th Infanfry, would arrive in time

“on Hill 970 to support the attack on HI1l 960. This was the

" famlt of both the 180th Infentry's $-3 and the lst Battalion's

e

r 3-30

The fire plan was poor after 0645 hours on 30th December.
¥o artillery forward observer was assigned to C Company. Had
one been assigned to the Company, artillery communication could
have been utilized to obtain artillery fire or at least to
contact lst Battalion, With an observer along with C Company
on Hill 960, a rolling barrage might have been 1aid,'closely
followed by}froops.

B.Gompany on the right (north) had poor leadership. This
Company Commander stated his troops were on the top of Mount
Molino when actually he didn't know. If he had checked his
forward positions, it might have been possible to obtain
artillery fire on the enemy mortars located on the west slope
of Mount Molino.

The 8l-rm Mortar Platoocn, 4.2 Mortar Platoon and Weapons
Platoon, C Company, failed to continuously support the attack.
A forward observer from both Mortar Platoons should have ac-
companied C Company. Staying to the rear and cobserving is

good only when there is communication between the assaulting
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trocops and the observers, or when the visibilityAigxperfect.
As an alternate means of communication wire should Eéva beén
1aid from the 4th Platoon position to the Company C acting
Commander on Hill 960.

No Company Commandey, Platoon Leader, or Communication
Sgt. should leave the Company prior to an attack unless for
Medical reasons., The acting Company C Commander did what he

~ thought best at the time, but an old experienced Company Com-
mander can usually get more out of his men. The same 1s true
of the old Platoon Leader. Thé Communication Sgt. is too

- vitsl to the Company Commander to lose just prlor to the at-
tack except for Medical reasons. All these key personnei were
needed as the aéting Company Commander had only been in the
Compeny eleven (11) days prior to the attack. Prior %o this
assignment he was 1lst Platoon Leader in Company A, 180th
Infantry.

Hligher commanders in ordering this attack failed to take
into consideration that all Companies and Platoons were under
strength. The units had been either in the front lines or in
8 resérﬁé”ffonf line battalion position for all but seven (7)
dsys of the last 122 days spent in Italy since the landing at
Salernc. To operate in the mountains and endure rain, sSnow,
sleet and cold weather as well as enemy shelling, requires a

““rest period of 30 days for every 30 dsys spent In the line;
more rest 1f possible:fﬁfhe higher commanders falled %o
esfimate the enemy strength properly. The positions were held

:by a larger defensive force than the attacking force. One
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battalion 134th German Grenadier Regiment held Mount Molino
apd Hill 960, An attack against a deliberate defense iIn the
mountaing certainly necessitated that the attackers outnumber
the defenders.

Although this Company failed to capture all of its ob-
jective, it located several enemy strong points, and this in-
formation, together with information obtained by B Company,
was of grest value to the 3d Algerian Divisioh in its attack
on Mount Acquafondata which followed shortly.

LESSONS

Some of the lessons emphasized by this operation are:

1, Key personnel of a Compsany should not leave prior to
an attack except for Medicel ressons. |

2. Control 1is essential in any attack by gll commsnders.

3e Provide more than one means of communications for
control. |

4, Attacking infantry troops must follow clbsely their
artilleryror anj supporting fires.

5, To influence the action of his Battalion, ths Bat-
talion Gommander needs to make an appearance at a Gritical
Dpblace at,a critiqal time,

6. Forward-artillery and ﬁoftar observers are needed
‘with agsault Rifle Companiés to adjust supporting Tires.

7. The condition of the troops, physicaug and mentalty, .
must be taken into consideration when a’ higher cammander plans
an attack.

8. A well organized forward slopg}position with mutually

f
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supporting machine guns and mortars is a stirong pesition;
ospecially one similar to Hill 960 that was supported by

fire from Mount Molino as well from 1ts own mutually support-

ing positions,
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