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- THE OPERATIONS (F THE FIRST INFANWIRY DIVISION

AT EL GUETTAR, 20~30 MARCH 1943

TUNISIAN CAMPAIGN

ORIRETATION

INTROBGCTION _

The real significance of Americats entry in World War II cems on
14 August 1943) with the ennouncement that Gemeral Dwight D. Eisenhower
hed been appointed Commander=in=Chief of the Allied Expeditionary Foroes.
With this'appointment, General Eisenhowsr received a directive from the
Combined Chlefs~of-Staff which stated that cosbined military.operaticns
would be direoted against Africa as early as practicsbls.  The omly
Unitsd States Combat Division in the Buropean Theatsr of Operations inm
August 194f) was the First Infantry Division. (1)

Major assaults were planned in Cazablancs, Orsn, and Algiers. The
adopted plan oalled for s Western Task Force to sail direet from the
Unf;tad States snd capture Casablanca. The Center Task Foroce, also en-
tirely American, was to sail from the Onited Kingdom and eagturcl Oran.
The Bestern Task Force, Americen and British, was to sail from the Unitéd
Kingdom and eapture Algiers. The Center Task Foroce, in conjunotion with
the Western Task Foroe, was o take its initial objective and then asslst
in eatablishing and maintaining communication between Casablansa and Oran
and build up an Americsn ermy and en air striking foroce ready to repel
eny Germen attack. (2) (Ses Map 4)

On 8 November 1942, the Allies landed suseessfully in Horth Africe
a8 planned. The Center Task Force, somposed of the First Armored Divisiom,
First Infentry Division and the First Ranger Battalion landed at Argeu,

Les Andalouses spd Oran. (3)

{1; i-1, p. 1
z ‘-2_’ p. 7
(3) A~2, p. 10-11



The Allied plan was to rush all available feroes to seize the stra-
tegic key to the Mediterranean - Tunisia. This plan was a squeeze play
to be executed by the_forces whish hed lended in lfo_rb\h_&frioa‘ pushing
toward Bigerte and Tunis, while Montgomery's Eighth Army (British) paahed
Rommel and his Afrika Korps (German) toward Northern Tunisia. (4)

Hardly had the First Infantry Division regrouped and reorganized
after the Freneh surrendered at Orasn whsm the Third Battalign, 26th In-
fantry Regiment was flown east to Youk les Bains. The Sth Pield Artillery
Ba‘hiéalion was ordered to Tumiszia and jolned the British V Corps, In |
late !_ownher; the 18th Infantry Regimental Combat Team joined the British
V Corps. In Jeanuary 1943 while the fighting was becoming stebiliged in
Horthern Tunisia, the rest of the 26th Infantry Régimnt and the 33rd
Field Artillery Battalien joined the 11 Corps in Southern Tuniszia to re-
inforce the French and seoure the southern flank of the Alliea in the
Tunigian hills. The remainder of the Pirst Division was ordered inte
General Reserve by Allied Foros Headguarters on 18 Jamary 1943 and es-
tablished its Command Post f.w:ml= ecnoentrated in the Guelme Area, 60 miles
enst of Comstentine on about 24 Jenuary 1943. (5) (See Map B)

During Janmary 1943 the Allied situation was eritisal due te many
factors, They did nobt have suffieient forees to assume the offepmaive and
were slowed down by torrential rains whieh turned the country into a sea
of mad. Also, lomg water ‘rautos, poor roads, railroads and eommﬁicatien
facili_tios gave the enemy a deoided sdvantage. His lines of commmiocation
were sﬁ}:rt, only the Sicilian Channel separated him from his supplies and
mainland. (8)

He was .'able to strike with great forece at any place and time against
the Allled Porces. The Allles weré attempting to oover a two hundred mile

froht from S8edjensne in the North to Gafsa in the Socuth with three British

{i) A-1, p. GO
5) A=1, p. 5859
(6) A-3, p. 2=3
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" Divisions, one Ameriean Division and three Fremch Bivgions, the latter
being poorly equipped amd lacking in persomnel. (7) (See Map B)

In the South the Bighth Army (British) coocupied Tripoli on 23 Jan-
uvary 1943 but its liné of eommmication had reached its limit and the
drive was halted at the Mareth Line., The Port of Tripoli had to be opensd
before anothsr drive oould be lewmched. (8) '

On 50 Jamuary 1943, the Germans made a main attack on the Fremoh
Troops holding Faid Pass. Supported by 60 tanks, the Axis Eorce__‘eap-
tured the town of Fald and made further penetrations to the South and
West. This was stopped by attacks of Americen armor (First Armored Di-
vision) but the lost ground could nat be retaken. (9) (See Nap B)

During the first two weeks in February 1943, en extensive regreuping
of Allied Foroes was effected. The First Armored Division was In the
Sheitla area where it was attacked by the Twenty First Panszer .Bi'vi.sien
(Germen). The attack was dife_c_ted at Kasserine Pass. The Tenth Pangzer
Division (German) attacked from Haknassy in the South towsrd the same
objective, This stteok developed with fury and the Pifteenth Panzer
Division (Germen) end the One Hundred end Thirty First Cemtauro Divi-
sion (Italian) were also engaged. At this time the American Forces man-
ning the Gafsa Garrisen were withdrawn to Ferlama. On 20 February the
Allies were thra# back toward Tibessa. The forward progress of the Axis
atteck was halted in this vieinity after the coneentration of more Pirst
Divigion units. On 23 Pebruary 1943 the enemy withdrew through the pass
end by 26 Februsry 1943 had reached the general line, Hadjeb el Aioun -
S$di Bou Zid - Gafsa, where they remasined. (10) (See Map B)

%o go back for & moment, the reorganization of the Allied Cemmend
took plase on 19 February 1943 with Geperal Eisemhower being appointed

Commsnder~in-Chieof of Allied Forces in North Africes. (11)

'('7; A=3, p. 2 (10) A-2, p. 28-82
(8) A=3, p. 2 (11) A=2, p. 33

(9) a-2, p. 26-27
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By the time the Germens withdrew from Kasserinegass, the Pirst Di-
vision had organized its sector on Djebel Chambi and had taken command
of all forces in the area. (12) (See Map B)
On 27 February 1943, the Ninth Division relisved the First Division
and on 28 February the Division Commsnd Post was opened at Bou EKadra,
Here all the elements of the First Division were assembled, rested and
filled with replacements preparatory to further operatioms. (13)
At the same time thét the First Division was relieved, it was mp-
parent to the Germens that many Allied troops had been withdrawn from
the British V Corps zeoctor to support the defense of Kasserins earlier
in the month. With this knowledge, he attamcked that sector in the Medjez-
61-Bab ares. This ettack gained six or seven miles for the enemy but
this ground was retaken by British counter-attacks. (14) (See Map B)
"Estimated enemy forces in Tunisia 19 March 1943 were 220,000 men,
350 German tanks, 90 Italian tanks, 750 field and medium guns and 900
enti-tank guns." (15)

THE GENERAL SITUATIOR

Gaenersal George S. Patton assumed commend of II Corps early in March
1943, At that time II Corps consisted of the following units: 1st, o%h,
and 34th Infantry Divisionss the lst Armored Division; and the lst Ranger
Battalion. In other words, II Corps was striotly an American unit. This
Corps operated under the combrol of the 18th Army Group which waé commanded
by Field Marshel Alexander (British). At last, the II Corps which had
long bheen an orphan of the British First Army, wes now a real command.
Also, for the first time since the landings at Oran in November 1942, the -
First Division was together as a fighting team. (16)

The First Division was located in the forests around Morsott and Bou

Chebka for & rest period which lasted ten days. Here the GI's rested,

(12) A-1, p. 63 (15) A-3, p. 8
(13) A=-4 (16) A-1, p. 92
(14) A-3, p. B
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‘eleaned aguipment, received new sguipment, snd for the first time in
four months h;d one meal of fresh beéf. (17) (See Map B)

Now the Americans hed regrouped and reorganized. It was time to go
on the offensive. On 16 March 1943, the Firstrﬂivisian was given the
mission of ecapturing and defending Gafsa and securing bases in that vi-
¢inity for the 8th British Army which was approaching Rommel, dug in
along the old French Mareth Line. (18)

If the mission of capturing Gafse could be accomplished, and the
move could be continued toward Gabes, it would serve one of two purposes.
It would mesn a jJoining of Americen and British foroes or it would eut
the enemy fo&ees in two. This was known as "Operation Wop". Gafsa was
a French garrison town sand lay some fifty miles south of Bou Chebkm on
the northern edge of the great Sahara Desert. Esarlier in the year it had
been occupied by units of the 26th Infantry but was given up without a
fight when the II Corps line was attacked and pierced at Faid Pass. This
~ garrison was now operated by Italians and was the only thing which stood
in the way of jJunoture between the Americans and the British Eighth Army.
(19) (See Map B)

The 34th Division was on the right and the 9th Division (mirms) was
on the left. Proper plens and preparations were made and the night of
16-17 March sew the First Division moved by trucks over roads previously
de-mined by the lst Engineers to their forward attask positions which
they occupied by 06800 on the 17th Marsh. After this night motor move of
about 45 miles, the Division was prepared to assault at 0800 with conplete
artillery support but it was necessary to deley until 1000 hours to ef=
feoct oomplete coordination with an air attack which had been ordered to
precede the infantry assault. (20)

After the air strike, supported by artillery, the Division moved in

(18) A-1, p. 92 (20) a-2



on Gaf'sa only %o find that the operation was a dry run. The Italians,
finding the high ground on both sides of the town occupied, withdrew.

THE DIVISION SITUATION

Immediately after entering Gafsa, while most of the Division was en-
gaged in mopping up the town, elements of the lst Ranger Bettalion and
the st Reconnaissance Troop pushed on toward El Guettar and maintained
conteet with Italian wechanized units nesr the ocasis. The town of Gafsa,
situated as it was, with the mountains on the east end west, was highly
mnsuited for defense of any kind. With th;s in mind, the Division was
moved esstwerd toward El Guettar. (21)

On 20 Maroh 1943 at 1630 hours, the Division received a Warning .
Order to make the necessary plans, including the areas for the placements
of artillery, for an attack along the Gafsa-Gabes Road to take the com-
manding high ground, east of El Guettar, ebout 18 miles southeast of
Gafsa. Orders were received for this operation at 1800, 20 March 1943
and a fragmentary order was then issued to the unit commanders who had
been assembled. (22) (See Map C)

The plan of attack called for the 18th Infantry to attack socuth of
the highway east of El Guettar, the 26th Infaentry north of the highway
and the 16th Infantry initially in Division Reserve in the vioinity of
Gafsa. The lst Ranger Battalion, supported by the Division Artillery end
the heavy weapons company of the lst Engineers was to make a preliminary
night march of ten miles over rugged mountainous terrain, the Djebel Or-
bata, which was a ridge overlooking and dominating the ocesis of El Guettar.
This attack was to take place at 0400 hours, 21 March 1943. The lat
Ranger Battalion was to ocecupy a covering position to protect the advaqoe
of the other elements of the Division through the valley below. At 0550,
Combat Teem 18 was in position ready to attack with the 26th Infantry

behind them. (23) (See Map C)

(21) &-1, p. 65
(22) A-4 .
(23) A-4 :



¢ ®
NARRATION

INDIVIDUAL MISSIONS OF THE ELEMENTS (F THE lst DIVISICH

The lst Renger Battalion was te occupy the Italisn position located
on the precipitous ¢liffs of Djebel Orbata, (890), thereby dominating the
approaches to the greet casis below . (See Map C)

The 26th Infantry was to capture snd ocoupy the lmife-sdged feature,
Djebel Ank, (621), and in so doing, the road fork east of El Guettar would
be secured. The 26th Infantry was then to cont:i.nue east along en wnim-
proved road called Gumtree Road toward the village of Bou Hamren. (24)
(Ses Map C) |

The 18th Infantry was to :[’qllow the southern fork, the Gabes Read,
and cepture and defend the two commanding features of Djebel Berda, (772),
and Djebel Moheltat, (482). (See Map C)

The 16%th Infentry was to remsin in Division reserve in the wvicinity
of Gafsa and complete the mopping up of thet garrison. (25) (8ee Map C)
THE ATTACK ON EL GUETTAR, 21 MARCH 1943

The 1st Ranger Bettalion made its night march ae scheduled and at-
tacked the I'bali-an position in the funnel in the mounteins north of the
fork in the El Guettar Road-a'b 0400 hours, 21 March 1943. By 1400 hours
the position was occupied and the Italians had sither withdrswn or been
captured. (26)

By mid-morning, the 26th Infantry had pushed past the fork in the El
Gue'i:tar Road and hed ccoupied the position at Djebel Ank. This success-
ful operation, in conjunotion with the opsration of the lat Ranger Bat~
talion to the morth, secured the roed fork. (8ee Map ¢)

The 18th Infantry then follml;ad the southerm fork, the Gabes Highway,
sending the 2nd end 3rd Battalions west of the highway toward Djebel Mo-

heltet and the lst Battalion south towards the commanding feature of

(24) -A."l, P 6?
(25) A~5, p. 67
(26) A-5, p. 33



Djebel Berda. (27) (See Map C)
The lst Battalion of the 26th Infantry was on its objective at 1318
hours; the 2nd and 3rd Battalioms of the 18th Infantry were at Oued E1 Ked~

dabd, the foothills of Djebel Moheltat, the capture of which was the

cghtinuing mission of the Combat Team. (gs) (8ee Hap ¢)

'rhe. attack was progressing as plaunned bnt,‘-a.a & precautionary mea-
o, the 3rd Battalion of the l6th Infantry was moved from Gafsa to a
" switch position east of the road jtmctién, reporting to the Commanding
Officer of Combat Tesm 18. The 2nd Bsttelion of the 16th Infantry was
also moved to the wieinity of El Guettu/by motor. Here this battalion
wes hidden in the wslls and gardens of the casis and awaited orders which
would send them straight down the Gafsa-Gebes Highway. These orderz were
to be issued immediately upon the securing of the line Djebel Moheltat-
Djebel Ereroua by the 18th Infantry, The lst Battalion, 16th Infantry,
with the Tth Fi_old..lrbillery Battalion remained in Gafsa where a forward
lending strip was in the proocess of comstruction. (29) (Ses Map D)

Up until this time, fighting hed been limited to sharp, brisf sctions
with the Italians. During this part of the a%:tack:, the Luftwaffe inces-
santly bombed and strafed the advaneing infantry and attacked the First
Division Artillery savagely. At 1650, the 3rd Battalion of the 13%th In-
fantry was attecked by 15 tanks from the vieinity of Djebel Moheltat but
this was not follewsd through and the tanks withdrew to the east. (30)

ACTIONS ON 22 MARCH 1943

The 26th Infantry continued its attack towards Bou Eamran and ele=
ments of the Jrd Battalion arrived im the outskirts late in the day.
Combat Team 18 attacked at 1300 hours in the direction of Djebel

Berda, and were able to occupy positioms and dig im. (31) (See Map D)

E7) A-1, p. 67 (30) A-4; &-1, p. 67
(28) &~4 (31) A=4

(29) A-4; A-l, p. 67-88
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. ACTIONS CN 23 MARCH 1943

Combat Team 26 contimued 1ts sbttack toward Bou Hamrsnm at 0245 hours.
At 0430 the 2nd Battalion of the 18th Infamtry, which had been o;j\le(}t of
3rd Battalion wp to this poilnt, joimed the lst Battalion on Djebel Berda
and executed a coordinated attasck which secured commending positions on
thiz hill, The 3rd Battalion was in position north of the Gebes Read,
(e82). (52) (See Map D) |

While this was taking place, the lst Engineer Battalion laid a mine-
field between hill 336 and the iadi south of the Gebes Road. The 3rd Bat-
talion of the 16th Infantry wes moved astride the 31 Guettar-Gabes Road
four niles south of Bl Guettar, dug in behind the minefield laid by the
engineers. (33) (See Map D) | ‘

At 0510, the 60lst Tank Destroyer Battglion reported an attack by
.10 tan}ca and 2 companies of infantry from i;l;s, poéitions on the high ground
east of 336, where they had been placed to! protect the artillery. (34)

When dayligﬁb came, at approximtely: 0600, the faint rumbling noisie
which had long been audiile in the valley beyond the 18th Infantry po-
sitions ceme to life and the German 10th Panzer Division (herpeeof the

{ Seat
Seden Breakthrough) could be seen slowly epproaching from wast‘. This

Panzer Division was 1n an amorad square with 1nfantry following elasely
behind the tanks. Behind ell of this were half-tracks loaded with in-
fantrymen., When the tanks approached a positien en the road between the
positions of the 2nd and 3rd Bs.ttali-ons of the 18%th Infantry, they broke
into a formation of three columms. The noi-th column moved towards the
northwest, the central column remained estride the Gafsa-Gabos Road and
the south column broke to the south. /. There were more than thirty tanks
in this column and undoubtedly was the main effort. It can readily be

soen that, were this attack successful, ell units of the 18th Infantry

132) &-4; A-G, ps 22
(53} L"l. P- 67
(34) A-4; A=1, p. 68
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|wmu1d be cut off from the remainder of the biVisian. (35) (Ses Map D)

At 0600, while all of the sbove was unfolding, the 3rd Battalion of
the 18th Infantry was attacked and its positioms over-run by tanks. The
16th Infantry wes ordered to move ite amti-tenk eompany forwerd and to
move the remainder of the regiment by infiltr;tian. Lt 0635, a1l units
of Division Artillery were not1fied that there were some thirty tanks rlus
inf'antry northaa;t of the lst Battalien, 18%th Infentry, end +to get all
possible artillery fire on them at omce. The Bth and 32nd Field Artil-
lery Battalions put out so much fire ﬁhat it was dangerous to fire their
- guns, The attack conmtinmed and fipally the artiilery hed to spike six
guns of each Battalion and seek sover., The artillery that was further;l
to the rear, 7th Field Artillery Battalion, kept firing uptil tﬁe attack
was helted. (36) _ ’

The 16th Infentry, Srd Battelion, was digging deeper in their switeh
positién, fram_whera they could see the artillefymﬂn defénding their guns
with rifles end hand grenades. Along the main highway, the German main
tank attack group sppesred in position fb rush the pass between Hill 336
and the wﬁdi to the left of the road. lt this time, the few remaining
half-tracks from the 601lst Tank Destroyer Battslion came back tﬁroggh the
covering minefield. This battalion had accounted for et lesst 10 Mark
I11 end IV tenks snd some enemy persomnel. (37) (See Map D)

By 0800 elements of the lst Battalion of the 7th Penzer Regiment
(80 tanks), the 1lst Battelion of the 69th Panzer Gremadiers, the 2nd
Batfalion of the 86th Panzer Grenediers and a Battalidn of the 40th Ar-
tillery RBegiment had been committed, along with the 10th Panzer Division.
(38)

The 16th Infentry switoh position was shelled by artillery fire while

the Germen infantry crawled to.get within assaulting position. Meanwhile

(36) A=T, p. 19_ (37) A-1, p. 68

(36) A=a; A=T, ps 21 (38) A-1, p. 68"
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all remsining 155%'a of the 5th Field Artillery Battt.‘t: wore placed on
line with the 3rd Battalion, 16th Infantry and kept throwing round after
round into the advencing Germen ranks, The 2nd Baettalion of the 16th In-
fantry detrucked at the fork of the Gumtreerfafsa Rosd under fire and went
into position on both sides of the 3rd Bettalion. By mid-morning, the
enemy atteck stalled and the tanks started to withdraw. AL this tims,
reserves from II Corpa st;rted to arrive, these included the 895th Tank
Destroyer Battalion of fuil-tracked d=inch guns end the 17th Fleld Ar-
tillery which was to reinforce the 5th and 32nd Field Artillery Battalions
which had been hit so hard. (33) (See Map D)

The lst Renger Battalion was put into position to the right of the
1st Batteliom, 18th Infantry, and at 0907 reported tenks on both sides
of the Gafsa-Gabes Road, seven and a half milez east of El Guettar and
shelling the Division positions. &t 1047, three of the enemy tanks were
kmocked out by the Division Artillery and the remainder withdrew. (40)
(8ee Map D)

- At 1055, the 18th Infantry reported a threat of a counter-attack in
front of the 3rd Battalion and that they were still out of commumiecatioen
with the remainder of the'regimanﬁi and éhort of ammunition. Also, they
reported that enemy tanks were between the 5th and 32nd Field Artillery
Battelions but that artillery fire was being brought down on them. The
enemy tanks started to withdraw end one compeany of the 899th Tank Des-
troyer Battalion and Company "C" of the 60lst Tank Destroyer Battalion
were committed to pursue the tanke to the northeasst. Our lesses in this
pursuit were four tank destroyers end onme 37 MM gun. (41)

After this actiom, there was little activiiy for the remainder of the
morning. In the esrly afternoon, "E* Company of the 2nd Battalion, 18th

Infantry, made a limited counter-attack to the south from Fill 483, elimi~

139) &-1, p. 69
(40) A-4
(41) A-4
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nating some of the Germsn patrols searching the northgl flenk of Hill 336.
The former positions of the 32nd Field Artillery were retaken before the
enemy was able to dest;oy the equipment which had been left there and oon-
tact was made with the 3rd Battalion of the 18th Infentry, in the vieinity
of Hill 482, The German tanks which had attempted to outflank the switch
position from the south were bogged down in the mud §f Chett E1 Guettar,
(Salt Lake). (42) (See Map D)

At 1325, the 1lst Ranger Battalion Observation Post reported thet
enemy tanks were eleven miles east of El Guettar and withdrawing further
to the east. At 1518, the Division was informed through s radio inter=
cept that the 10th Panzer Division would again attack at 1600 hours with
the lst and 2nd Battalions of the 86th Panzer Grenadiers, the lst and 2nd
Battallons of the 7th Regiment and the 2nd end 4th Battalions éf the S0th
Artillery Regiment. At this time, the 16th Infantry was ordered to turn
over the defense of Gafse to the 39th Infantry, 3rd Basttalion, and to move
the remainder of the l6th to the vieinity of E1l Guettar. (43) (See Map D)

At 1610, the 5th Field Artiller;y Ba'i';talion, reporting on the morning
action, reported six guns out of action but casualties slight. The guns
which were over-run were being pulled out. Ali of the gums of “B" and
UC" Companies of the 80lst Tank Destroyez: Battalion and seven guns of the
899th Tank Destroyer Battslion were lost, but thirty and possibly forty
enemy tanks had been knooked out. (44)

At 1645, the enemy delivered an air strike on the Division position
and et 1655 it wes reported that the enemy attack had jumped off and was
progressing up the valley. Sections of the 3rd Battalion, 18th Infantry
positions were again over=-run but the battalion line held fast. The
Germans attacked in wavasﬁpith armored half-tracks preceding the infantry.

Al]l anti-tank weepons were fired effectively at the helf-tracks and the

(42) A~4; A-1, p. 69
(43) A-4
(44) A-4
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Pivision Artillery fired an anti-tenk mission at 1714, seven and a hslf
miles east of El Guottar. At 1830, Company "A" of the lst Engineers was
--—= committed as infantry. The anti-tank mission fired by the artillery hed
been devastating and had crucified the ememy. At 1945, all enemy tanks
which had survived the terrific fire laid down by artillery and infantry
were moving to the rear. At this poinﬁ, the lst Ranger Battalion was
moved to protect the left flenk of the 3rd Battalion of fhe 18th Infantry
which had been practically gurrounded. The 3rd Battallion, 18th Infantry,
and the Ranger Battalion sucseeded in holding off the tanke while the 1lst
Battalion of the 18th qgggjgqufthnm. This en&ed the action for the day.
(45) A

24 MARCH 1943

When morning came, it was found that the enemy had withdrawn through
the pass north of Djebel El EKreroua. (46) (See Map D)

The 2nd Babttalion of the 16th Infentry relieved the 3rd Battalion of
the 18th Infantry. The lst and 2nd Battelions of the 18th Infantry, still
on Djebel Berda were attacked by the 10th Hbtcrcycle Battalion which had
been the German reserve, and fell back slowly on the heightz of Berda.

At this point, the 1l6th Infantrﬁ was glven a sestor north of the Gabes

Road. (47)

256 MARCHE 1943

V//; On this day the lst and 2nd Battalions of the 18th Infantry were
withdrawn on Corps order ﬁnd uifh‘the Srd Battalion of the 18th Infentry
which hed been relieved onrthe 24th, regrouped at El Guettar. While this
action was taking place, the.zﬁth.Infantry had been brought south from its
positians et Bou Hemran and had attacked the morthern rim of Djsbel Mohelbat,
and from Hill 5368 ;ere baginning.a battle through the treacherous hills

toward Hill 482 which was the Key to the entire battlefield. (48)

(Bee Map D)
135) a-2 (47) A-8, p. 24; &~1, p. 70
(46) A-8, p. 24 (48} A=-1, p. TO
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THE. FINAL DAYS IN TEE BATTLE OF EL GUBTTAR

The lst Battalion of the 16th Infantry was moved by motor from Gafaa
and detrucked at the road junction of Gumtree-Gabes Roed, Moving from
there by foot, they went into positions on both sides of the 3rd Battalion,
16th Infentry., ©On 27 Haroﬂ,_an all out attack started which carried
through the pass north of Djebel Ereroua. (49) (See Map D)

Frpm this point, the battle went into a gruelling oontest-in which
the terrain was a greatsr foe thsn the enemy. The II Co¥ps committed
the 39th Infantry and the 47th.1nfaﬁt£y Regiments and & great deal of
artillery of the 9th Division into the battle to retake Djebel Berda.

A tank force of the First Armored Division, commanded by Colonel Chauncey
Benson, and the 2nd Battalion of the 6th Armored Infentry, were committed.
At this point, the Germans became defensive oxperté and by means of the
21st Panzer Division defending minefields and en anti-tank soreen of 88tz
the Benson Force was bottled up in the valley. (50)

The zone now under lst Division responsibility was the rugged hills
north of the Gabes Road. The 16th Infantry with the 26th Infantry attacked
the horseshoe shaped Djebel Hohéltat on the 28th of March and were hurled
back. On the 29th of ¥arech, the‘asth Infantry was successful in sdvaneing
within assaulting distance of Hill 432; and on the 30th took the position.
All this time, the 16th Infantry was advancing hill by hill with great
diffieulty. The 18th Infantry having had a short rest ﬁas aasigned the
mission of advancing slong Gumbtree Road and on the 27th of March they had
taken Djebel Hamadi (567} and moved south to cover the flank of the 26th
Infentry. During this operation, they attacked Hill 574. (51) (See Mep D)

Resistance was alweys stubborn and the terrain was difficult but all
of a sudden, there was no resistange at all, Finally, word was received
that Montgomery had battefed.through the Mareth Line and the Battle for

El Guettar had come to an sbrupt close. (52)

(49) A-1, p. 70 (51) &=1, p. T0=71
(50) A-1, p. 70 (52) A-1, p. TO
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ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM

The attaok'in the firgt phase of the El Guettar battle was well plan-
ned by Division and & well exscuted maneuver by the Combal Teems, in spite
of the fact fhst the Combat Tesm Commsnders did mot receive the Order un-
til late in the day, making s thorough resomnaissance during deylight im-
possible. This is 2 "must" befere eny attack and reconnaissanee should
start immediately upoh the'oecupation of a new position.

Hight shuttling ﬁovemsnts of troops are very effective and help to
koop the morale of the men high and undoubtedly conserve energy which is
needed for the following attack.

Artillery fire shouild be adjusted during daylight but it ié poasible
to adjust it at night if the moomlight is sufficient to allow key terrain
features to be distinguiéhed. However, frainad cbgervers mist be used.
This is one resson why the initial ;ttack by the Division was successful,

Contact with the enemy was maintainﬁd after the fall of Gafsa.

This made it possible for the roﬁds bétween there and & point near El
Guetter ﬁo be demined and worlked so'that a move by mobtor to a forward
positicn could be made.

Well placed artillery and tenk destroyer fire on the morning of 23
March prevented the 3rd Battalion of the 18th Infantry Regiment from
being completely surrounded and forced the ememy to withdrew. This fire
also forced the ememy tc charmelize itself intc a minefield where the
tanks were bogged down and destroyed by infeniry weapons protacting the
minefields.

The Americen soldier had his first resl battle with a determined
enemy at Bl Guettar. The basic fundamental of fire power and memeuver

was thrown sside et first but once it wes realized that a frontal at=
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‘tack against a well dug in foe is disastrous, the basic principle was
used with continmed suecoess, |

Commanders were lax in maintaining contact with the enemy after an
objective had been reached. This resulted in the Americans having too
nany unknown gquantities to overcome, that is, lack of enemy information.

The attack of the 10th Pangzer Division was a perfectly plammed sr=-
mored abttack and did penetrate the Ameriean lines. In spite of the front
being over-run by tanks, the infantry,being well dug in, was eble to hold
and drive off the enemy.

The artillery end air power available to many units wes limited. Hed
there been suffieient for all units to fire all thet was c¢slled for, to-
gether with proper air support, the atteck of the 10th Panzer_Division
would have been stopped before it was started, due to the fact that the
‘good observation efforded the observers would have enabled them to bring
the fire directly on the approsching temks, forcing them to disperse.

When boundary lines are placed between units during an attack, they
should be flexible enough to allow one unit to assist another by fire.
This was brought out by the fact that the lst Battalion of the 18th Im-
fentry sat end watohed the attack on the 3rd Battalion but was unable to
render any assistance. This sould have been disﬁstroua.

Unite of the Division were suecosgfqlh;n,égptq;;ng numsrous key
terrain features which is the basic principle of Any military operation.
Some of these features were voi;;;;rilyﬂéi;;ﬁ up even though numerous
lives and much equipment had been lost in gaining them. This was a
great mistake because, if they were worth taking in the first place,
they were worth holding for future operations to come irn the seme area,

This was proven by the faot that the 18th Infantry withdrew from Djebel
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Berda, a feature which was later assigned to the 9th Division as their
objective. Hed this unit moved in and attacked through the 18th Infantry
lines, thé operation would undoubtedly, have been successful and would
have sﬁved time, lives, and eguipmnnt. This was not dons end the omsuanl=-
ties of the 9th Division (less one Combat Tesm) were: WIA-872, KIA-120,
MIA-316, injured 186, exhausted 207 end disease 111, which makes a total
of 1812 casualties, Of these, 425 were returned to duty, leaving 1387
lost., (53)
The lst Division losses in material to the German 10th Panzer

Division were:

21 Tank Destroyers of which 8 were repaired

8 3 ton Trucks

4 Half-tracks

1 3/4 ton Truck

12 106 MM Howitzers
12 156 MM Howitzers, 6 of which were recovered  (54)

LESSONS
v 1"Efszuﬁ;f?”EEwgﬁfwﬁﬂf??;E,f?enVit is to be used for future oper-
atlions.
2. Hight operatiuns are suncessful if the attaeking force can knife
through the flanks ofuthe enany and attaek frqp‘ghe Tear.

i o 4

3 Gomtinuous raeonnaissance is easontial to the success of any

e S ] e e e L

operatian.

; 4. The proper laying of minefields snd well placed artillery fire
will ohannelize # strong foreo of attacking armor into position where it
can be destroyed without the use of friendly ATmOY «

v B Fragmsntary Grders must be issued to nllow Gummanders ths maximum
time to ;égbare for movument and maks neeessary reeonnaissance.

v 8. Aftar reaahing an ebjeotivn, the naintainanee of contaet with the

withdrawing enemy is = nocgssity,

(88) 2-9, p. 9 .
(54) 4&-103 p. 782’ .A."s, P- 29
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3T+ Artillery fire can be ad justed at night.
8. A defensive position must be orgeanized in depth including infentry,
artillery snd anti-tank wespons,

v . Hbva troops by notor ihnnnvar possible.

oS s O P

10. Boundary lines established by a higher headquarters must be

I
floxiblo in order to allow one subordinate unit to aid enother, provided

‘_‘_"....u’

that it will not materially alter the over-all plan of atteoci.
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