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STHE JAPANESE DXPASICE IW THI PACIFIC
7 DEC. 1941 -- 12 SEPT, 1942

TNTROBUCTTON

This monograph covers’in general the Japanese Expansion
in the Paecific from 7 December 1941 to 12 September 1942,
In order to shew the reader why the Japanese had to ex-

pand in the Pacific, it 1s necessary to give some of the
I

« T
wany there were but some of the chief reasons were; The

reasons leading up to 1it. .

¢
Japanese were 1in need op Rubber, Coal, Iron ore, Tin, Rlce,
P

0il etc.s to increase a dwindling reserve since some of those
commodities were cut off by the United States, 3ritaln and
s

the Netherlands; also the other two members of the Tri-Pariite

Pect would have a 1ittle less diffieulty in thelr war, If the

United States was occupled in the Pacific so that Britain and

Russia would not be getting any or as much of the supplies of
war she was getting, Also, Japaﬁ's forelizn policy under Gen-
eral Tojo, that country's relations with the Unlited States and
Britain had steadily grown worse, A free hand was demanded to
liguidate the "China Incident" once and for all, and had de-
clared that until the United States ard Britain refrained from
suprlying arms to China and recognized Japan's leadership in
the Pacifie, no peaceful settlement was likely to be reached.
The Japanese first struckrat Pearl Tlarbor on the 7 De-
cember 1041 at about 0800, The attack on Fearl Harbor was
made by 360 planes in two waves. Torpede bombing being chefifly
relied upon. (2)

{ (1) 1A-1, P, 5765 (2) A=2, p.77,78,794
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This surprise attack on Pezrl Farbor, the chief Hawval Rase
in the Pacific, was one of "infamgﬁfkﬁﬂits were gcored on
naval craft lying atganchor in the Harber and two battlce=-
ghips were sunk/ 5ther military Installations wereihit, in-
cluding Fickem Field, United States Army alr base. Caéual-
tles amounted to szhout 4,500 of which anout 2,300 were
fatal. This was a "day of infamg"z’ﬂThe Japanese in doing
7 this, were thus ahle to prclomg the war gézagwﬁer a3 long as
it did. On the seme day the Japanese occupled the Tnter-
national Settlement at Sharghai. VWith thils simuldtanecusly
qapan struck at the Philippines;pﬁong Kong;LThailand and the
Malay States. (3) Japan depended on the crippling of the
Tnited States Fleet at Pearl Harbor fer its entire Zé;faign.
The Ygnealr attack" was successful, (4)
Affer Pearl farbor the Japanesé followed theﬁ?hattack
(2%
on the Philipninesy, Etterpting landings on the Test Coast
of Luzon in the Pbiliypines;yhetween,Vigan and éan Rernando.
They were repulsed by American and Filipino troops. Some
parachutists who had heen dropped near Vigan were rounded up.
Thern later in the day Japaneze troops in considerable force
established themselwves 2t Aparri on the northern tip of the
i1sland of Luzon. They, the Japanese, being heavily engaged
by the defenders trying to push Southwards. HManila, the
chief towﬁ of the Philippines,was raided twice that day.
Michols Alrfield, Fort McHinley and the naval base at Cavite
LE

about eizht miles soutiwest of the Capltal was raided as well.

(5)
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tn the 22nd of Demember 1941 the Japaneae, after their
Inltial attempt to gain control of the Philinpines, landed
a force of about 130,000 men, together with tanks in the
Lingayen Gulf area of Luzon. They also made landings on
lilndanao, the second largest island of the Philippines.,
The fighting here took place in the Davao area, This was
also the dayfafter an heroic defense lasting fourteen days,
the small garrison of 400 larines at Wake Island, the naval
base, 3,000 miles to the northeast, surrendered. (6)

During the ensueing days the Jananese ralded town after
town in the Philibpines other than the fapital, Manlla, By

nis time, December 51 to be exact, the forces of Amoricans

and Filipinos faced with'overwhelmingly superior numbers of
enemy troops backed by tanks and dive bombers, were forced
to evacuate kanila and Cavite and fall back to shorter lines.
Aetually tﬁe Japanése entered Manila on January 2, 1942, (7)

Chrlatmas day 1941 after resisting Japanese éttacks for
geven days and rejecting thres demands to surrender, the
3ritish Colony of Fong Kong capltulated, Thailland having
been conquered 21st. December 1941, (8) Now, the Japanese
could send more troobs to over-come the Zritish at Singapore
in Halaﬁa, also the Philippines. The Japanese'thought the
Philivpines a rmeh harder "nut to craok"f%”Tpey, the Japanese,
could zet Singapore "out of the ﬁay“ have more troops "free"
to send to the Philirvines and thereby cut off any threab of
a counter attack by the United S3tates, since with land-based
planes they could attaclk anvy shipping that the United States

]

might try to send to the Philippines.

(6) A=8, p. 5913 (7) A=7, p. 605; (8) A-8, p. 600



This prgd successful for on the 1%. February 1942
- Singapore fell, (9) TFighting in Burma was begun on EGtgﬁL_
January 1942 when Japanese and Thal forces crossed the
frontisgr into Burma. 3Burma never was fully conqguered but
the majority of Burma was conquered1i5ﬁb1}ﬁay.1942. {10)

Borneo was aiready landed upon by the Javanese, at
Sarawak on 16th/ December 1941, The British there withdrew
to Dutch Borneo, where they joined up with Duteh troops on
latiﬁjanuary 1e42, Cn the 10th2ﬁganuary 1542 the enemy land-
ed at Tarakan, Dutch Borneo and also on north Celebes. 0il
ingtallations on Tarakan were destroyed by the Dutch before
thhey surrendered on 15tﬁfjjanuary 1942, January 22, 1942
the oil wells at Balikpapan, on the east coast, were aestroy-
ed to prevent them from falling into enemy hands. Thils sams
day the Japanese landed at Rebaul, New RBritaln and Hew Ire-
land in the Bismark Archipelago, thereby threatening New
Guinea and bringing the War dangerously close to Australia.
At this point Indo=Chlina rust not be'overloéked for the
Japanese had landed there and occupied it about 276w, July
1941, (11).

The fighting in the Philippines at this time{/;; going
on with onlj slight gains made by the Japanesef‘di;iﬁg the
time the United itates forces went into Bataan, to shortly
after the fall of Singapore. During tht; time that the
American=Filipino forces were resisting the Japanesefwit had
1ts effect, and it was aléo felt;ggecause the enemy was being
held to a sizable portion of Japanese strength and 1t called

for additional troops if they hoped to conquer the Philipplnes

qui Ckl?’o

)



PR .

o o

The Japanese shortly after the fall of Singapore sent
some of their best most seasoned troops to the Philippines,
both from Singapore and China to reenforce the already over-
whelming forces the Japanese already hadé in the Philippines,
especlally on Luzon. These completely overwhelming odds of
enemy finally forced the trecops, thet had so valiantly and
herolcally fought the Japanese, to surrender on Bataan on
April 9, 1942 (Philippine Time) and later those forcea of
American and Filipinos fighting on Correzidor finally
surrendered on llay &th. 1942 "rPhiliprine Tin&%./*"

On June 13th., 1942 the Wavy Department announced that
Jpaanese landings had talkien place on Attu and Kiska Islands
in the Aleutians only 1,300 miles from the Alaskan Hainland
and only 600 niles from Dutch Yarbor, the new American naval
base. (12) |

-

The Japanese In larch 1942 had conguered Sumatra and

T

Java. It seemed now that after they conquered New Gu%nea
ST eft
they could then move to Australia and really out of any help

the Tnlted States might send to Russia, 2ritain, and China,

“in the far east. This seemed about the final touch. The

Japanese were oady able to conguer only part of New.Guinea,
that portion from Rabaul to the north west tip of New Guinea,
excluding tﬁat portion due west of Rabanl to the Soukh
WesteéFﬁost part.

At the farthest extent of Japanese control they were in

a position to exploit resources never before dreamed of.

(12) A=12, p. 705 -



They had in Manchuria wheat, manufacturing, cattle, coal;
Formasea, qﬁaﬂpo ; China=we-==Theat, Rice, Tea, Corn, Tobacco,

Tapufacturing; Forea~---=Gold, Rice, Tumber; Philiprineg---

nper, Fish, Tumber, Riece, Suzar, Copra; Thalland-----Rice,

»

Teak, Cotton; Malava--=--- Tin; Sumatra-----Tin, CJoal, 0il;
Java----«0il, Hice, Coffee; Borneo----- ¢ii, Lumber, Rice,
Hev Calid£ nlfe-e—-Niclkle, to mention a few of the resources
1lable for exploitation,
No mention has been made cf the whereabouts and activi-
tigﬂoP the United States Forces of land, sea and air, This
was purposely left cut to shew the reader what could have

been the oubcome if the Jananese had had the fores*”ht, plan-

ing, along with & few more forces, they might have been "The

ey

o

People" with viom the World would have had to deal wlth In
the Orient, for vears to come, The reader rmst remember this
is purely @ personzl observation, for instance the attack on
Pearl Harbor, INash though it was, even succeeding, there was
not the necessary drive te follow throush, take and hold, even
thpugh they held the Philivpines, parts of China, anchurisa,

o

Forea, Formdsa, RBurma, Thailand, Inde~Ghina, lalsya, Sumetra,

.._

Java, Celebez, Fariana Island
Solomon Islands, parts ofiﬂcg Guinea, Yew ireland, and the
rest of thelr holdings. Thelr policy was one of apparent
hatred toward other mpeoples and not one of exnloitation for
betterment, but only betterment for a few Japanese. This 1s
just one of the causes for thelr dowﬁf}all which was eventually
to come.

The United States forces after the setback at Pearl Har-
bor and the Philinvines, along with Cuam and Wale, were not
stending still. Porcez which had left the Tnited States be-

o TR o £ % PR, o U P I s B | .. R o I SR rnmm (AL et oam s e
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Sbuth te Java, Sumatra, Australia,MIndi;flaterx Meeom

Australia)United States Forces were bullding up to where

U )

in August of 1942 they were making thrusts, faints;¥§§§ack§f
{%Eﬁéily; on the Japanese, At Pearl Harbor the United Stabtes
Havy was beinz conditloned into the most formidable forcey
ever known in the history of the world. The United States
Alr Foroe{las well was being molded into it's greainess., In
short)although it teol time, the lesson learned from thp Lo
sinring of World Tar IT to the time the United States forces

started moving, had the lasting effect that this writer be-

zreed and

o

lieves 1s needed to‘Kéep a.Peace in a world of
selfishness. It has rot been the idea of the writer to go
into lenéby discussion of what is right or wrong but te show
a3 stated in the opening paragraph.the extent of Japanese
Expansion in the Pacific.

The lessons learned are so varled that much greater
minds than the one rossessed by the writer));;é trying to
emimerate them. The writer dces think that the first and
foremost i1s preparedness, “nother is a continmed vizilancé
over all parts of the world,\ what with modes of travel beling
what they are., The Democratic way of life far surpasses all
other ways. If the allie% of United States forces could have
concentrated enough forces together at any one place the
Japanese could have been stopped at the besirning, becawvse
the Jananese vsed only small forces 1n malking thelr thrusts

znd attacks,



® o

Distrust, more than any other factor, has deterred the
Russians from the oreation of an effective army in East Germany,
The Alert Units have been purged three times., The last purge,
in the spring of 1951, resulted in a twenty percent turnover,
largely at the officer and NCO level, Communist party loyalty,
rather than military efficlency and experience, became the
, eriterior for rank, and the former naszl officers and NCOs were
replaced with eager young commwmists., (12) The organization,
training and doctrine are now entirely that of the Soviet Army,
Ko longer can the Alert ﬁnits be described as a hard core of
Wehrmacht veterans welded into a fighting unit. Now they must
be considered as typlcal communist military organizations ia
which party standing takes precedence over military abllity and
all ranks are riven wlth party spies, Due to the historic Ger—
man mllitary ability, as well as thelr traditional anti-slavism,
Russian fears of the incldence of and potential dangers from
subversion in the Alert Units are undoubtedly much greaster than
in similar connections in thelr other satellites, It may be as-
sumed that the polltlcal emphasis and controls in the Alert Unite
are at least as strong as, and probsbly stronger than those in
any other Russian-sponsored 'arny.

In epite of the above mentioned factors, the lukewarm morale
and high desertion rate of the Alert Unite does not mean that
they may be completely dlscounted as military formations, There
appear to be sufficient competent commumnisfs or opportunists
in the ranke, 28 well as the command and staff positions, to

(12) e, L. Sulzberger, gr_r Pimes, 16 Jun 52, p. 5, eol. 5, TI8
) Library
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