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‘THE OPERATIONS OF THE 3D PLATOON, COMPANY C, 308TH

ENGINEER COMBAT BATTALION AS PART OF THE 33187 INFANTRY

REGIMENTAL COMBAT TEAM (83D INFANTRY DIVISION) IN THE

ATTACK TO AND CROSSINGS OF THE TAUTE RIVER 10-2% JULY 44,
(NORMARDY CAMPAIGH)

(Personal Experilence of a Combat Engineer Platoon Leader)

INTRODUCTION

This 1s the story of a platoon of Combat Engineers,
the 3d Platoon of Company C, 508th Engineer Combat Babt-
telion, 83d Infantry Division, in the fighting between

Carentan and Perlers during July of 1944, in Normandy,

ENGINEER ORGANIZATION

The Infantry Divisional Engineer Combat Battallon
at the time of this operation consisted of a headquarters
~and headguarters and service company and three line come
panies, The usual method of employment of englneers
within the 834 Division was to assign one engineer line
company to each infantry regimental combat tesm. Regl-
ment placed one engineer platobn in direct support of, or
attached to each infantry battallon. These assignments
remained relatively constant; that i1s, C Gompany, 308th
Engineers was a part of the 33lat Infentry Regimental
Combet Team and worked with no other regiment. The 3d
flatoon of C Compsny worked with the 34 Battallon of the
331lst Infantry, unless working on tasks asslgned by regi-~
ment. Engineer work in the rear of the regimental area

was usually effected by Corps or Army englneers. (1)

- (1) Personsl knowledge.



ENGINEER MISSION

The primary misslon of the Corps of Englneers is to
asslist the combat forces by construction and destruction,
especlally that which alds In the movement of our combat
forces and prevents or hinders the movement of the enemy.
(2) In accomplishing this mission a platoon of combetb
engineers is most concerned with breaching obstacles and
laying and remeoving mines and ﬁire in front of advancing
troops and bridging small gaps and constructlng end re-
pelring roads and trails in the immedlate rear of front
line troops. &n important secondary mission of combat

englneers is to enter combat as infantry,

THE 3D PLATQON

The 34 Platoon of C Company, when at full strength,
consisted of a platoon headguarters and three engineer
squads. The platoon headquarters had a platoon leader
and g platoon sergeant and In addition had a weapons ser-.
geant, & tool corporal end two drivers., In platoon head-
quarters was a % ton truck end the platoon supply truck.
The wespons sergeant and the tool corporal worked as a
te&m_and maintalned the weapons of the platoon for which-
there wes no T/0 & E crew, three heavy machine guns, three
rocket launchers and a machine gun callber .50 mounted on
the‘platoon supply truck. They also malntained the platoon

ploneer chest, demolition chest and carpenter chest and any

(2) A-lo, p.‘ 6.
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speclal equipment issued to the platoon, such as mine
detectors, flame throwers and power saws. The three
squads each had thirteen men including a squad truck driver.
These men were armed with the M-l rifle and, in addition to
their weapons training, tactical trailning, and baslc en~
gineer training, had been trained as demolition men, rig-
gers or bridge carpenters, When the squad's enginéer
equipment was unloaded, the squad trucks could be used as

dump trucks. {3)

BACKGROUND OF PLANS AND OPERATIONS

On 20 October 1945, the First Unlted States Army
opened its command post at Bristol, England, and attacked
the task of planning its part in Operatlon Neptune, the
eross-channel invasion of "Fortress Europe". Between that
time and 6 June 1944, the constant planning and movement
of combat and service units, supplies and replacements to
the British Isles continued. Troops wers trained end
briefed for the job at hand, and, after walting for favor-
able weathér, moon and tide, the attack was made beglnnlng
on the night of 5~-6 June 1944,

With ground forces under the command of General Mont-
gomery'!s 2lst Army Group, the landings of airborne end sea-
borne forces were made on the coast of Normandy by the
British and Canadisns east of Bayeux and by the First U.S,

Army west of Bayeux and on the east coast of the Cotentin

(3) Personal khowledge.
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Peninsula. (4) In the First Army zone the initial land-
ings were made by the V Corps on Omahe Beach and by the
VII Corps on Utah Beach, In the early morning hours of
6 June the 82d and 10lst Airborne Divisions were dropped
behind Utah Beach west and southeast of St, Mere Eglise,
respectively. (5) (See Map 4)

A perilously wesk contact, which left the Car;ntan-
Islgny Road under fire, was made by elements of the VII
and V Corps troops near Carentan on 10 June., On the same
date the 1st Division on the left of the V Corps made con-
‘tect with the British near {g&. The establishment of the
beachhead was consldered completed, and the first phase
of the operation was ended. (See Map A)

The cslculated risk was successfully taken that the
vulnerable connection between VII and V Corps in the vicin-
1ty of Carentan would hold until unlts could return from
the capture of Cherbourg td relleve the situation. Thus
immediate attention was turned to the second phase of
Operation Neptuﬁe, which was the severance of the Cotentln
Peninsula snd the caepture of the much needed port of Cher-
bourg. (6)

The mission of capturlng Cherbourg was assigned to
the ﬁII Corps, which began the attack west across the base
of the peninsula. While two divisions pivoted to the north

up the peninsula, two dlvisions fought thelr way across the

peninsula toward the Gulf of St., Malo. The peninsula was

(4) a-1, p. 13, 18, 20, 22, 25, 26; () &-l, p. 41, 43,
44; (6) 4&-1, p. 55,
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cut off when Barneville Was.taken on the 18th of June,
('7)

The main effort of the VII Corps was turned north
and began the fight to overcome ever increasing resistance
up the peninsula toward Cherbourg. (See Map &)

The advance to the clty of Cherbourg was made through
prepared positions and fortified areas and was coﬁpleted
by 22 June, The city itself was forced to surrender on
26 June and by 1 July the remelining harbor forts and troops
on the Cape Hague Peninsula ceased fighting., (8)

For the purpose of commencing further operations, the
campaign on the Cherbourg Peninsula was considered ended
on 26 June., The reorganizatlon for the third phase of
the Normandy Campaign beggn on that date.

While the VII Corps had been occupied ln the capture
of Cherbourg, however, the remsalnder of the First Army had
not been standing still, The V Corps on the left (east)
had made the greatest penetration to capture Caumont,

The XIX Corps, which had become operational on 14 June,
pushed wilthin striking distance, about two mlles, from

St, Lo, On each side of Carentan the 30th and 10lst Di-
vistons had pushed forward sufficlently to relieve the Im-
mediate danger to Carentan., These were the general posl-
tions when the regrouping for the third phase of the in-

vasion began. (9) (See Map A)
| The mission of the First U, 8., Army in the lanvaslon

(7) a-1, p. 58, B8, 60; (8) &-1, p. 64, 65; (9) 4&-1,
jo T2
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of Normandy had been "to secure a lodgment ares on the
continent from whilich further offensive operations can be
developed." (10) The first phase had established the
beachhead. The second phase had secured & port and room
- for the bulld-up of troops and supplies, The third and
finalrphase of the operation had the purpose of obtaining
more maneuver room and better positions from which to at-
tack in bresking out of the Normandy pocket., (11)

By 3 July adjustment of units and boundaries had been
completed, The VIII Corps on the right (west) began the
First Army ettack to the south toward Coutances., The VII
Corps was to commence 1ts attack on 4 July from the vicinlty
southwest of Carentan toward Perlers. The XIX Corps was
to attack on 7 July toward St, Lo with the V Corps on the
left (east) attacking to support XIX Corps on 11 July. The
First Army attack was a pivoting movement to the left,
based on the V Corps and almed at objectives extending from

Coutances east through St. Lo. (12) (8ee Map A)

TiE 83D DIVISION

In bthe zone of the VII Corps, the 83d Infantry Divi-
sion held positions on 4 July which 1t had occupled upon
1t8 rellief of the 10lst Alrborne Dlivision on 26 June. The
83d Divislon had been scheduled to land beginning 18 June,
but had been held off the beach for nearly a week by a
lashing storm which suspended movement sacross the beaches

(10) 4-1, p. 1263 (11) A-3, p. 1; (12) &-1, p. 84,
85, 89, 90.




and déstroyed or damaged much equipment., As soon as pos-
sible after landing, however, the 83& moved to relleve the
10lst which reverted to Army reserve. (See Map B)

The VII Corps was directed %o attack down the narrow
neck of dry land from its position, just southwest of
Carentan, toward Perlers. The zone of attack was bounded
on the west by the marshes of the Seves River and on the
east by the boggy, recently flooded bottomlands of the
Tauﬁe River. At the widest port, the isthumus down which
‘the VII Corps was to attack was less than three miles wide,
and tributary streams of the Seves and Taute further cut
into the corridor., (See Map B)

The greatest obstacles to the attack, however, were
the hedgerows. These were the méunds of earth which bor-
dered every fleld and lined every road., They rose as high
as ten feet in height, and the majorlty were covered with
. vines, bushes and trees. "An aserisl photograph of a
typical section of Normandy shows more then 3900 hedged
enclosures in an aree of less then elght square miles,"
(13)

It 1s.easily observed that the hedgerows of Normandy
were of great asslstance to the German defenders. German
gsoldiers skillfully employed the hedgerows by digging
their positions in, under and through the hedgerows for
protection from Americen artillery. The positions had

openings dug through the hedgerows in many instances to

(13) ﬂ's, pn 4:.
10
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provide firing apertures into the flelds in front, Tanks
were sklllfully placed behind hedgerows and camouflaged
so that flrst evlidence of thelr presence was thelr open-
ing round at close range. (14)

The 83d Division opened the VII Corps attack on 4
July with the 4th Division 1in reserve while the 9th Divi-
slon was still closing in from the Cherbourg Peninsula,
‘The originel plan was for the 83d Division to atteck to-
ward Perilers until it reached Salnbteny when the 4th Divi-
sibn would attack through, followed by the 9th Division
and 34 Armored Division, However, enemy actlon caused
alterations in this plan as the situation devéloped. {15)

The German Seventh Army expected an offensive after
1 July and estimated that the Amerlcan maln effort would
be made from Carentan in the direction of Perlers in the
American VII Corps zone., The 17th 8, S, Panzer Grenadier
Division was in position to oppose this thrust. It was
supported by the 24 S. 8. Panzer Divislon and the 6th
Parschute Regiment. The parachute and S. S, unlts were
‘among the best the Germans had avalleble in the Normandy
area, {(16)

At 0445 on 4 July the 83d Division jumped off from
1ts positions on a line running along the east arm of
the Gorges Swamps, west across the Carentan~Perlers Road,
After being initially stopped, the dlvision ground out a
slow, costly 600 yards by the end of the long Normandy
(14) Porsonal knowledge; (15) A-3, pe 4; (16) A-3,
Pe 7, Ba '
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summer daye.

" On 5 and 6 July progress was about the same, and on
the afternoon of 7 July, the right of the 83d Division -
was passed through by the 4th Division to strengthen the
attack. (17) Both divisions continued the attaeck astride
the Carentan-Periers Road with the road incluslve to fhe
zone of the 4th Division, By 8 July both dlvisions had
adVanded gbout 2000 yards, The Germen defenses sasgain
stiffened, and on 9 July the 4th Division galned about

400 yards and the 83d Division about 700 yards to capture

the town of Sainteny. (18) (See Map B)

At thls time the 834 Division was dlsposed with the
33last Infantry on the right, the 35ch_Infantry on the

“left and the 329th Infantry in reserve. The 329th Infantry

was preparing to continue the attack through the rilght of

the 331st Infantry and the 330th Infantry was preparing

"to conbtinue the attack under the control of the 9th Divi-

sion of the left, east of the Taute River. The 33lst In-
Pentry was located on en east-west line running south of
Sginteny and north of Bois Grimot and La Lande with the

24 Battallon on the right and the 3d Battalion on the left,

The 1st Battelion was in reserve., (19)

THE 3D PLATQOON, COMPANY C
- 30 ENGINEER COMBAT BATTALION

On 10 July 1944 the 3d Platoon of C Company, 308th

(17) A-7, p. 2; (18) A-l, p. 88; &-3, p. 49; Personal
knowledge:  (19) A&-5, p. 52, 333 A-7, p. 3 Personal
knowledge.
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Engineers was in direct support of the 3d Battalion, 33lst
Infantry, The 3d Battallon was prepared to attack at 0915
to clear the villasge of Bols Grimot. To sssist in the at-
tack of the 3d Battallon, a platoon of tanks from C Com-
pany, '746th Tank Battallon was atteched to the battallon
end was further attached by the acting battalion commander,
Major Harold W. Brown, to Company I. The 3d Platoon of
Engineers was placed in direct support of I Company to as~
sist in the advance of the tanks., (20)

The plan of Captein Huston Smith, I Company Commander,
was that the Engineers, accompanying the Infantry in the
attack, would locate, merk and clear of mlnes any existing
Openings'in the hedgerows and blow paths through the
hedgerows where necessary, so that the tanks could follow
in the ilmmediate rear of the attacking Infantry.

The Tank Platoon Leader was not present when the
Engineer Platoon Leader received I Company Commander's or-
ders as the tenks were to be brought up at the last pos-
siblé moment before the jump-off,

In preparation for its part in the attack the 3d Pla-
toon had organized two mlne detector teams of three men
each, Each team had one mlne detector operator, one man
to provide immediate securlty for the team. Also prepared
were fifteen pound satchel charges of TNT, one of which
was oarriéd by each of the remaining englneer soldier of

the platoon., All men also were prepared to probe for and

(20) Personal knowledge.
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remove mines, end esch man carried his M-1 rifle.

The method used to blow hedgerows was to dlg in and
place in the hedgerows two fifteen pound cherges ten feet
apart, and approximately two-thirds of the wéy down from
the top of the hedgerow. Thils usually required from two
to three minutes for a three man team to place the charges
end connect the ‘prims cord™, fuze and fuze lighters to
the charges, The gap blown was sufficient for a M-4 tank
to pass, (21)

At 0915 the 3d Battalion moved out from 1lts posltions,
two hedgerows north of the Bols Grlimot-Sainteny Road. The
3d Platoon moved up to the first hedgerow wlth the lead-
ing platoons of I Company. In the field through which the
banks were to move, approximately one squad of Englneers
and one. squad of Infantry reached the first hedgerow under-
.a heavy fire from an enemy strong polnt approximately fifty
yards away behind the hedgerows along the Bels Grimot-

- Sainteny Road. Before the charges could be placed to blow
the hedgerow, the platoon of tanks, moving down the dirt
road into the I Coﬁpany zone, moved into the field with
the lead Infantry and Englneers, Three tanks moved into
the hedgerow enclosed field, which was about forty yards
'wide and sixty yards long, and two remained on the road,.
At this time a German tank included in the enemy strong
point opened fire. The enemy tank had been camouflaged,

hed 1ts engine cut off and had not fired a round until

(21) ©Personal knowledge,

14




this moment. ¥or the next few minutes an intense tank
fight ensued., The three American tanks 1n the lead flred
at the general locstlon of the concealed German tenk, un-
able ﬁo locate 1% exactly., Vith no room to maneuver they
were forced to fight from their exposed posltion agalnst

a skillfully concealed enemy tank whose flre had been with-
held until 1t could make every round count. The result waé
that three American tanks were knocked out, one burning,
and a fourth, at the entrance to the field, was inmobiliz-
ed by a damaged_track. The German tank then turned lts
fire on the troops of I Company which were forced to with-
draw o their starting positions. (See Map C)

The 34 Platoon of Engineers remained in the I Compeny
front lines until the battalion commander could be con-
tacﬁed. Upon his orders the 3d FPlatoon moved over into
the area of L Company on the rights L Company had moved
ahead by thls time, and its front line was on the Boils
(irimot-Sainteny Road, The Battalion Commander's plan for
the 3rd Platoon was to move a 3" gun of the platoon of C
Company of the 802d Tank Destroyer Batﬁalion (Towed),
which was in support of the 3d Battallon, into position
- from which‘it was hoped to knock out the Germen tank hold-
ing up the advance, Hedgerows were cut, and one 3" gun
was slowiy and laborilously manhsendled into position in
L Compeny's forward area, However, 1t was impossible %o

obtein & hit on tho tank from sny position avallsble. (22)

(22) Personal knowledge.
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That night the'seriously depleted 34 Battalion was
counterattacked just at dusk and forced to wlithdraw to a
position spproximately 300 yards north of the Bois Grimot-
Sainteny Road., Thus at the end of the day the 3d Battalion
found 1tself one hedgerow behind where i1t had started that
morning., (23)

On 11 July at 0900 hours the 3d Battallon sgain ate-
tacked, with the lst Battalion on its left to clear Bois
Grimot, The 3d Platoon of Ingineers was In direct support,
however 1t was asslgned no specific tasks, and simply ac-
compénied the battalion in the attack, prepared to remove
“mines and obstacles. Movement was slow, and by dusk the
battalion had reached the road running from Bols Grimot
to Sainteny. At thils time the 34 Platoon of Engineers
was given the task of outposting the battallon position in
order to relieve the tired, understrength rifle companies,
This in effect meant placing sentries along the front-most
hedgerow to glve the alarm in case of patrols or attack,

At spproximetely 2330, the 3d Platoon was released on regi-
mental order and returned to the company ares to prepare
for the next day's task, (24)

On 12 July the 3d Battallon made little forward move-
ment against the dug in enemy tank-infantry teéms. During
this day, the 3d Platoon was assigned to cut a lateral
supply trail from the Regimental Mein Supply Route to join
the road enbtering Bois Grimot from the northeast. The

(23) A-7, pe 33 (24) A7, p. 3; 4-6, p. 19; Personal
knowledge.
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sunkeﬁ.dirt road, serving as the MSR barely permltted two
vehlcles to pass, and with the recent ralns and constant
use by supply vehlcles, tanks and ambulances, its condi-
tién was fast becoming critical, Plck and shovel work to
provide dralnage and the use of the squad trucks to haul
rubble for fills repaired the worst spots, The new trell
was constructed with the C Gompény bull-dozer and more ﬁick
and shovel work, Wofk was frequently halted by enemy értil-
lery which seemed to have the main roads reglstered in,
(25)

A coordineted regimental sttack was planned for 13
July with all three battalions attacking. The 1lst Bate
tallon on the left fought through the village of La Lande
end the point of land to the south. 1st Battallon then
reverted to regimental reserve., The 2d Battalion in the
center and.the 34 Battallon on the right cleared Bols
Grimot and by noon were in position on the edge of the
open, swampy ground south of Bols Grimot preparing to eross
ite (26) (8ee Map C)

The 3d Platoon of HEnglneers in support of the 3d Bat-
talion cut a path through the hedgerows to the edge of the
high ground overlooking the swamp. Thls time the movement
of the tanks and Infantry was comparatively rapld due to
the increased artillery support and the increased strength
of the coordinated attack,

Instructions for the 3d Platoon in supporting the
(26) Personal knowledge; (26) 4-7, p. 4.
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crosslng of the swamp were to clear the road crossing the
swamp,on the right of the battalion,of mines and replace
the culvert type bridge over the stream, should it be
blown., Once scross the swamp, the 3rd Platoon was to
continue with the battalion in the attack, prepared to
.remove mines and obstacles, The road crossing the swemp
was cleared and the bridge remained undsmaged. However,
on the south side of the swamp the hedgerow bordered trall
was blocked by trees and so narrow and muddy that it was
barely passable, The 3d Platoon was directed to lmprove
the trail which péralleled the swamp and cut a new trall
behind the battalion by way of the Chateaun dliuxais. The
Chateau was located in the battalion zone, approximately
200 yards south of the swamp., Thls task was completed by
the end of the day under sporadic shelllng by German artil-
lery which knew the crossing had been made and apparently
| was alming at the approaches on the south side of the
swamp, This artillery falling behind the assault rifle
companies was unobserved by the enemy, but 1t definitely
delayed the progress of the Engineers when they were ceaught
’several times working in the open as the shelling commenc-
ed, (27)
By night of 13 July, the 3d Battallon had pushed

gbout 1000 yards south of Chateau d'#uxais and the 2d
Battalion was south of duxais, on the 3d Battalion's left,

with 1ts flsnk on the Taute River, On the night of 13
(27) Personal knowledge.
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July the 3d Battsellon recelved a strong tank-infantry
 counterattack by way of the open right flank created when
the unit on the right had been unable to advance. Part
of the battaellon was forced to withdraw to the vicinity
of the Chateau, and part was cut off for ﬁhe next two

deys., (28) (See Map C)

On the higher ground in the vicinitﬁ end south of
the Chateau dl!Auxals the flelds were slightly larger and
the roads and trails were better. The one road crossing
.the awamp to the rear had been included in the zone of
the 329th Infantry, and another route across the swamp
was definltely needed. On 14 July, the 34 Platoon was
gilven the job.

A trell was cut from Bols Grimot down to the swamp,
o route was picked across the swamp which would support
% ton trucks with the least amount of filling and corduroy
construction, and a bridge was placed across the stream,
‘On the south side of the swamp the trall was connected
to the trall running to Chateau d!Auxels on the west of
the regimental zone, From the south edge of the awamp a
new trail was also constructed leading to Auxals on the
Pgute River, 4gain the pletoon was subjected to inter-
mittant artillery fire, which at one time was quite ac-
curéte and was believed to be observed from the La Varde
or Les Aubris reninsulas., (29} (See Map C)

On 15 and 16 July the 24 and 34 Battallions pushed

- (28) A-7, p. 43 A-6, p. 19; (29) Personal knowledge.
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forward along with the 329th Infaentry on the right and.
that part of the 3d Battallon which had been out off was
relleved, The 2d Battalion reached Village des Saints
but wes counterattacked heavily with tanks and forced to
pull back, _

On 17 July, VIII Corps, to which the 83d Division
had been transferred was ordered to discontinue the at-
tack as plans were made for Operation Cobra, the breakout
of the Normandy pockei, through VII Corps on the left,
The 4th Division was pulled out and transferred to VII
Corps, and the 4th Armored Divislon closed on the 834
Divislon's rlght flank, The front line of the 834 Divi-
slon ran from the division boundary, northeast of Ralds,
southeast to the Taute River, south of Le Canal, {30)

‘The 3318t Infantry then changed the dilrection of its
attack to force a croaslng of the Taute, On 17 July the
2d and 3d Platoons of C Company, 308th Engilneers placed
a hesty mine field and triple concertina wire across the
front of the 2nd and 3rd Battalions' defensive poslition
which the reglment was to hold until further orders,
Mines and wire were brought as far forward as possible
wlth 4 ton trucks and trallers, Mines were fuzed and then
hand carried forﬁard wlth the wire, (31) (See Map C)

On thls seme date, at 1800 hours, the lst Battallon
attempted a erossing of the Taﬁte River to the La Varde
Peninsula but was unsuccessful, Another crosslng was plan-

{30) 4-1, p. 83; 4-9, p. 18; A4A-5, p. 32 (Map); (31)
Persongl knowledge.
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ned for 0300 hours the next morning, 18 July, and an
engineer patrol from the 3d Platoon was sent out at dusk
to reconnoiter the maln stream for crossing sites.

It was found that the 1000 yard wide swemp, S0 recentw
1y flooded as a defense measure by the Germans, had almost
completely dried except for the main stream in the center.
It was sbout six feet deep and elighteen feet wlde., The
banks were perpendicular. A trall over which one way traf-
fic could move led across the swamp. 'However, no bridges
over the stream exlisted,

No bridging equipment was avallable to the 3d Platoon
to support the crossing of the lst Battallon., But in the
meantime, the lst Platoon of Engineers commencing at dark
on the 18th, was placgﬁ§a.50 foot Balley Brildge across the
Taute River on the north end of the causeway leading from
Le Moulin south to the La Varde Penlinsula, It was planned
to cross the tanks and anti-tank guns to support the lat
Battalion once its crossing had been made from Le Canal,
This left the 3d Platoon of Engineers to improvise foot-
bridge crossings for the lstlBattalion.

Because 6f the steepness of the banks the original
plan to anchor ropes for the Infantrymen to pull themselves
across was discarded, It was declded to construct simple
footbridges of twelve foot 12" x 3" planks which were
éarried on the Enginesr Platoon lumber trailer. The planks
were fitted so that they could be hand carried to the
créssing slte, bolted together and placed across The gape

This was believed to be the quickest and quletest method
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to get_the Infantry across the stream under cover of dark-
ness,

At 0300 hours the attack moved off wlith Engineers in
advénce of each assault company. The crossing of the
stream was compléted slowly but wlthout discovery. Soon
after the assault compenles had cleared the crossing sites,
howeﬁer, the areas were subjected to heavy enemy artillery
fire, Tho assault companies c¢crossed the remainder of the
swemp, but before clearing the edge of the swamp, were
met with heavy sutomatic weapons snd tank fire and were
forced to withdraw. (32) (See Map C)

On the nigﬁt of 19-20 July the 34 Battallon was to
be sent across the swamp astride the cauéGWay from Le
Moulin to the La Varde Peninsula. For the purpose of
shortening the route between the 3rd Battallion, once across,
and the remalnder of the regiment, the 34 Platoon of
Engineers was ordered to repsalr the causeway from Auxais
to Le Moulln which had been cratered by Eombs. This Job
was begun in daylight, but was dlscontinued as enemy ob-
servation on the La Varde Peninsula brought accurate artil-
lery on the site whenever work was attempted on the ex~
posed roadway. The work was continued at night. However,
other events ceoused it to be discontinued entirely.

on 20 July, at 0330 hours the 34 Battellon without
artillery ﬁreparation attacked astride the caugg:%oward

La Varde, The surprise attack successfully enabled the
(32) Persongl knowledge.
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battallon to gain a foothold on the peninsula, But as
the battalion reached the end of the 1500 yard causeway
at La Varde, 1t was discovered that there were two more
amall gapé in the causeway where brldges had been blown,
Mgps did not indicate the exlstance of the bridges, nor
had patrols previously dilscovered them, Tresdway bridge
was lmmedlately sent for and placed over both gaps under
fire. Two sections of tresdway were damaéed by fire.,
One sectlon was replaced by 1200 and the other by 1800,
Just before they were replaced however, the Balley Bridge
at Le Moulin end of the causewsy was destroyed by enemj
artlllery., Again the Infantry was deprived of their sup--
porting tanks and anti-tank guns, and, upon belng heavily
counterattacked on 21 July, the 3d Battalion was forced to
withdraw from the peninsula, with heavy losses, (33)
(8ee Map C) |
During the perlod 21 to 24 July the 33lst Infantry
was limited to patrolling south toward Village des Sainté.
Plans were made to continue the abttack through Village des
Saints across the Taute toward Marchesleux on 25 July when
the coordinated attack for the breakout began wlth the
VII Corps on the left. This attack, origihally planned
for 18 July, had been postponed by weather which prevented
alr support. (34)
In the meantime the strong'German poaltion on the

La Varde Peninsula was felt to be a definlte threat. From
(33) Personal knowledge; A4A-1l, par. 3; (34) 4&-7, p. 4.
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this position it was possible for the enemy to attack
across the causeway to Le Moulin into the rear of the
331st and 329th Infantry Regiments, It was also believed
possible for the enemy to attack from La Varde across to
the Les Aubrils Peninsula into the rear of the 330th In-
fantry which, under control of the 9th Division, had ad-
venced from Tribehou south across the Lozon River and was
in position south of Qgg&i}z;f?f;fffgp.

On the night of 21 July, the 3d Platoon‘worked with
the rest of ¢ Company, 308th Englneers, to place a hasty
mine field and a belt of triple concertina barbed wire
along the édge of the swamp in front of Le Mouline This
work was not completed until shortly before dawn, because
of the long hand-carry requlred., Later In the day the
&d Platoon secured addifional mines and wire and moved to
the Les dubris Peninsula where sections of the 834 Divi-
gion Reconnalssance Troop were in position.

On 22 July rosd blocks and the larger part of e hasty
mine fleld were ﬁlaced across the peninsula. The follow-
ing day more materials were secured and a band of triple
concertina wire was also placed across the peﬂinsula in
front of the mine field,

In preparation for the coming division attack the
%3 Platoon worked on roads on 24 and 25 July. These were |
the roads on which supporting vehicles would move once the

advance commenced. (35)
(35) Personal knowledge.
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The Regiment attacked on 26 July with the lst and
2d Battallons leading and the 3d Battalion in reserve,
Progress was very slow the first day. Heavy automatic
weapons, mortar and tank fire wses encountered. Both bat-
talions pushed slowly zhead and soon encounbered many
anti-personnel mines, Parties were sent ahead to remove
the mines, and the advance was halted for the day.

The followling day the attack was resumed at 0900 ana
troops slowly pushed into Village Des Salnts where more
anti-tank and antinpersohnel mines and "booby traps" were
soﬁn. It wes c¢lear that the remaining enemy force had
withdrawn south of the Tgute, and the regiment Iimmediately
erossed the river south of Village Des Saints. (386)

While the 24 Platoon of Bangineers placed an Infantry
Support Bridge between Village Des Salnts and Marchesleux,
the 3d Platoon placed a timber brildge across the Taute,
sbout 800 yards to the west., Both platoons then jolned
the battelions which were pushing rapldly to the south.

(See Map C)

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM

In analyzing this operation from the viewpolnt of
" supporting Engineers it must first be noted that there
were not sufficient Englneer troops to do the jJjobs Where-
each Englneer Company was a member of a regimental combat

team, the platoons of that company were 1n support of
(36) A-v’ pl 50
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their normally supported Infantry battalion one day and
pulled out for work behind the lines the next. As a re-
sult the Infantry battallon commanders never were certain
of having Englneer suppoft gg‘of keeping 1t when 1t was
available. The Englineer platoons could not remaln intimate
with the battallon situatlons or familisr with the troops
they were supporting.

Engineer troops can be of definlte velue to attacking
Infantry battallons 1f used properly, as when clearing the
advance for tenks, accompanying the Infantry to remove
mines and obstacles, or placing mines and wire to cover
expoged flanks. However, they can be misused, as when
outposting babtalion positioné, or not used at 211, as
when accompanying the battallon ln the sdvance without
being asslgned deflnite misslons or speclfic companies to
support. Their proper use will only come with proper
coordinated training. Just as Artillery, Infantry and
Armor must train together, Engineers must also play their
part in the team in training and not Join it on the battlew
field, "The best example of this failure to work together
for successful results was the quick loss of three tanks
and resulting set-back to the 3d Battallon when the Engin-
eers WGre not given sufficilent time to blow the hedgerows
in front of the tanks. Had the platoon of tanks taken
overwatching positions until the gaps ahead were blown,
this failure may not have occurred. A definite share of
responsibility falls on the Engineer platoon leader for

not indicating how much time would be needed to place hils
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charges.

Sufficient bridging equipment was not immediately
aveilable to supporting Engineers when stream crossing
operations wefe planned. Maximum advance notlce in plann-‘
ing this type of operation must be glven to Engineers to
enable them to assemble speclal equipment to support the
operation, It 1s in providing speclsl equipment and
speclally tralned personnel that the major value of Com-
bat Englneers lles, Without time to provide this equip-
"ment or personnel, a platoon of Englneers is little dif-
ferent from an additional platoon'of riflemen accompany-
ing the battalion.

This situation was true at the time of the attempted
crossings of the Taute Rlver, However, every moment count-
ed in pressing the attack, and had bridging equipment been
present in the 308th Engineer Battalion, the time allowed
would have been sufficient to pfovide adequate bridglng
to support the crossing from both Le Canal and Le Moulin
to the La Verde Peninsulé. If the bridges had been placed
rapldly following the crossings, tanks and tank destroyers
would have in all probability been able to provide the
support needed for success,

It should be stated that the recent addition of a
fourth line company to the Division Engineer Battallon
Table of Organlzatlon and Equipment will enable the Engineer
platoons supporting the Infantry battalions %o provide con-
sistant support and become full timé members of the combat

' tosms. Also the eddition to the Engineer Battalion of e
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bridge platoon with three hundred feet of bridge and an
aggault platoon, with flve tank-dozers, will place much
needed equipment in the hands of the Engineers working

with the Infantry. (3%)
LESSONS

1, COmbat Engineers can _be a valuable part of the
Infantry Artillery-Armor team. This team must be trained

before battle to operate together.

2, The platoon of Combat Lngineers supportlng an
Infantry Battalion can build or maintain supply trails in
the immediate fear of the battalion., They should not be
required to do more than meke Jjeep trails as btheir equip?
ment 1s insufficient and their more important mission lies
shead in the clearance of mines and obstacles for both
tanks and Infantry.

3, Bridging equipment must be immedlately avallable
to supp&ggﬂriver and stream crossings. Delay often means
failure. o

4, In river and stream crossings tanks must cross
88 soon aé ﬁéssible.éfter the Infantry to help withstand
thewéertain.counterattack.

5. The use of mines and wire should be consldered
and us;d whenever possible to cover exposed flanks created
b& auchange in the direction of attack, fallure of a flank

unit to keep upyor presence of enemy sallents remaining in

the line,

(37) A-12, Chart 29 and 30,
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6. In planning the attack, the commender must In-
sure that attasched and supporting units as well as his
subéfdinéte‘units are thoroughly instructed in their part

of the plan,
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