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OPERATIONS OF A GUN SECTION, BATTERY D, 746 AAA GUN BATTALION,
251 AAA GROUP, (XIV CORP3) IN THE SECOND BATTLE FOR BOUGAINVILLE,
1325 MARCH 1944, (NORTHERN SOLOMONS CAMPAIGH)

(Personal Experience of a Gunnery Officer)

INTRODUCTION

This mpnograpﬁ covers the operations of & single gun section from
Battery D, 746 AAA Gun Battalion, 251 AAA Group in the Second Batile for
Bougeinville.

It will be necessery to briefly relate the evont; which preceded
thie aotion in order to establish the situation clearly in the readers
mind.

With the invasion and subsequent capture of New Georgla Island,
the way was open for further sdvances in the Solomons, The Fall of 1943
sew large scale preparatione for the blows to come. The occupation of
w.k“”sx“kvalggnpayg;;g and Kolombangers made clear the Allies intentione to push
their holdings to the northwest. (1) (See Map A)

In order to hammer the big Japanese base at Rabaul it was necessary
to mecure airfields closer to New Britain. Two possibilities presented
thamaalvés, Bougainville or Choiseul, Bougainville ﬁas the moet likely,
a8 it offered the shortest air routes and e suitable area had been dis-
covered for the erection of the base. Accordingly, plans were made for ;(
the largest amphibicus operations yet attempted.ﬁw(Z) ;Uvifw’ﬁkjk‘i

In an effort to divert what mobile seaborne forcas the Japs might
be holding in northern Bougainville it was decided to make e preliminary
feint et Choiseul. A Marine Paratroop Battalion, minus péiaégggg;: landed
in the remote section of Vozga, Choiseul on 27 October 1943, This Battalion
made reids on Jap gerrisons agd in géneral tried to give ﬁhe impression

(1) A-12, p,7152 362) A-1, p.5.
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that they were the advance party of a large force. Admiral William F,
Helsey's Headquarters aided in the deception by ennouncing that Choiseul
had been invaded by a "large force" and operatione were proceeding satise
factorily. (3) -

Three days later, 1 November 1943, Lt. General Alexander A, Vander-
grift's lst Marine Amphibious Corps made assault landings on Bougainville
at GapelTorog;gg in the Empress Augustas Bay area. Initial opposition wes
light, estimated at only two companies, which were quickly over-run by the
Marines. Troopse of the lst Marine Amphibious Corps ﬁonsisted of* the 3rd
Marine Divieion, with aitachmenta. One week later, 8 November 1943, the
Army's 37th Infantry Division, commanded by Major Genmeral Robert S.
Beightler, landed to support the Marines. The 251 CA (4A) regiment landed
on % December 1943, i{5 December 1943 Major Generel O, W. Griéwold'a XIv
Corps asaumedf%?diié beachhead, end it was an Army show from there on in.
The Americal Infantry Division landed late in December and completed
relieving the Marines. This division was commended by Major Genersl John
R. Hodges., (4)

The next few months saw rapid changee in the matted jungle of
Bougainvillé. (Sée Map B) BSoon there were three air strips in operation,
end & sizable road net under construction. The two veteran divisions were
not chasing the Japs back into the jungle, but had formed a perimeter
defense and were busy meking it impregnable. The Japanese were being ’
taught some new depa;turea in island warfare. With the all important

airfields safely constructed inside the perimeter it would be unneceasary
to conduet a bloody tree by tree conguest. The Torokina area was being
made into a first claes advance base. With tight air and naval patrols
sbout the island to prevent reinforcements, the remainder of the land msas
was left to the Niponese. Thie was a radical departure from our previous

(3)4~8, p. 44; A-12, p. 152 (4) A9, p. 20-23; A-13 p. 88-91.
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taetics, and it required some time for the Japs to realize what was going
on; Too.much time, as it later turned out;- (5)
GENERAL SITUATION

The two divisions comprising the XIV Corps represented some of the
finest troops in the Pacific Theatre. Both were veteran divisions that
had proveg themselves in previous exploits, The Americal had its baptimm,

s W Rk R (e bk rnred

of fire on Guadaleanal, and the J7th on New Georgia, Together they were
covering a perimeter approximstely 5k by 7 miles. The %7th waé on the
left and the Americel on the righte. (6)

Jepanese troops in defeneive positicns around the island were under
control of the 17th Field Army. The 6th and 17th Divisions were present
with three regiments of artillery. The 6th Imperial Division, backbone of
the force, consisted of the 13th, 23rd, and 45th Infantry regiments. This
unit was infamous fof ite action in the“rape of’ Nanking: China., They
boasted ‘of never having been defeated in combat. Lotal infantry troops in
the 6th Division amounted to approximately 7,800, The 17th Divieion
was not nearly so well ofganized. It was composed of the 53rd and qbifr'
Infantry regimenis only, with the 53rd having en effsctive strength of
400, Total infentry troops in tkis division smounted to some 1,400. The
artillery regiments were the 6th, 4th snd 10th. The 6th regiment was
composed of & batteries of 75mm howitzers. The 4ih Medium Artillery regiment
hed only eix suns, 2 10em howitgers and four 15¢cm howitzers. The 10th
independent Mountain Artillery regiment hed five bﬁttariea of 75mm howitzers.
This brought the total effective combat troop strength avaliable for an assault
against the American positions to some 15,400, The Japanese considered thie
adequate, only because they seriously underestimated Allied strength. Their
intelligence wae of ihe opinion thet the Amerigan forces numbered some 50,000
of which 10,000 were Air Corps ground personnel, the effective infaniry

strength being that of a single division.
(5) A-12, p. 153; (6) A-7, p. 8.



This was a disastrous estimate,as all the plans for the-attack were based
on this presumption. (7) '

XIv Corfs intelligénce estimated that it would teke the Japs from
2% to 3 monthe to move the necesgeary troops and equipment to the Torokina
area for an sssault. Actu#lly it toek four months, (8)

The American beachhead was alightiy deeper than it was wide (5% by
7 miles). Flanks were enchored on the Laruma and Torokina rivers and
extended inland for e meximm of seven miles. The terrain wase generally
low flat jungle with immense trees of all varieties. Ebony and mehogany
were in abundance, Only two key terrsin features were close to the
perimeter, hills 260 and 700, As these looked down on the bomber atrips,
it was a logical conclusion that they would be the foecal points of any
attacking force. Hill 700 wme included in the 37th Divieion sector, and
strongly defended by elements of the 129thfinfantfy. Hill 260 poesed a
slightly different problem, as it was outside the normal perimeter. It wes
therefore set up es a separate strong point by one company from the Americal
Divieion, B5till farther inlend were hills 600, 1006, 1111, and a range
known as the Blue Ridge. While these would prove advantageous to an enemy
it was impossible to defend them with the forces avsliable. (9) (See Map 0)

BATTALION SITUATION

After landing on the island the 251lst CA (AA) regiment wss redesignated
ag & group and three separate battalions. The former first battalion
became the 746 AAA Gun Battalion, $0mm Towed. Thﬁ“fb;r firing batteries
of théébattalion were in antialrcreft defensive positions eround the Fiva
bomber strips. The officera and men were in good phyeical conditlon, tanned
and healthy, The units had been together for over three years, resulting
in an excellent state of training end discipline. The elim 90mm guns had
cracked an ominous warning to the harassing Jap plenes that came around

(7) 42, pe 3 & 15;(8) &-1, ps 63; (9) A-7, p. 8-12,
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nightly during the first few months of the beachhead, Morale was high,
as usually is the caee in an artillery unit thet is doing considerable
firing. In anticipation of the Japsnese counterattack Lt. Uol. John V.
long, the battalion commender, had directed that all positions be completely
wired in with double aporn fence. This hed been done, and all possible
approaches were covered with 50 caliber machine gun fire., Soms additional
clearing was accomplished to provide minimum elevations for terrestrial
firing. (10)
COUNTERATTATK

Intensive ground patroliing by the Infantry Divisions as well ‘as a

battalion of Fijian scouta made it apperent that the Jap attack would be

launched on or about 7 Merch 1944, (11)

\_}:

At dawn 8 March 1944 Japanese 75mm mountein gune started coughing ./ v
from the heights o§erlooking ihe perimeter, and the Second Battle for”'l
BOU%Sifri%égdgfﬁbi?‘ During the first few days of the battle all of the
746Abatteries were busy supporting the perimeter, interdicting vital
streem junctione, or harassing the Jap supply lines. (12)

The Japanese artillery was the most extensive yet encountered in the
Pacific war., It was not being uesed, however, in a supporting role for the
Infantry. From their adventageous positions in the hills aboui the perimeter
the 75‘alpopped away at the Americen airfields. Numerous hits were reported
on the fields, and mome planes were damaged. There were surprisingly few
duds, After a day or two these shellinge took a definite pattern., At
dewn and dusk the Jap guns would open up in their attempt to neutralize
the airflelds. There was no massing of fires, rether it secmed to be
individual gun action. A single gun would open fire, send several projectiles:.
on their wey, and then cease firing. Their accuracy was excellent as it
ahould have baeﬁ considering the fact that they could boresight their gune

if necesesary. (13)

(10) Peraonal Enowledge; (11) A-1, p. 5; A=9, p. 203 (12) A=4, p. 40
(15) 1‘5’ Pe 8% 9; A-'T, Po 8.



Thie type of firing was proving to be difficult to combat by our own
artillery. The Jap gune would not go into extensive action so that they
could be definitely located, and the jungle made matters even wérst. Fhoto
interpretation proved most unsuccessful in locating gun positions. The
time it took a forward observer to place fire on the area in vhich a gun
was located was generally too long. The Jap gun would have completed its
mipsion before the first retalistory round landed, Obviously some new
method would have to be employed. (14)

Corps Artillery decided %o move several 90mm antiaircraft guns to the
low hills on the perimeter and use their high muzzle velocity with relative
flat trajectory in direst fire counterbattery missions, (15)

Battery D, 746 AAA Gun Battalion was to locate one gun on hill 608
in the areaof Qo. X, 164 Infantry. Reconnaissence determined that the most
favoreble position would be on the ridge just below the creast. (Seé Map C)
A composite gun crew wae selected from each section of the battery. This
crew moved to hill 608 and began work on a bunker, B8Sand filled gasoline
drume were placed in a double row forming e half circle. Ammunition ready
toxes were buili in each end of this wall with a covering of palm logs
and send bage, The position was complete and ready to cccupy by the night of
13 March 1944, A bulldozer was used to emplace the gun. Shortly before

dark it was in position, minus one outrigger which had to be removed. A -
g

‘ settling round was fired, marking the final before operation éﬁééﬁ:/(ls) \
INITIAL MISSIONS
The newly emplaced $0mm wss designated as Gun No. 3, located on hill
608, Its miesion was to eilence the Japaneee artillery on the opposite
hills. Olearance to fire was not neocessary ms the artillery had priority
to fire in this sector. (17)
On the morning of 14 March 1944 at 0710 a Jap TSum opened up from the

(14) A-10, p. 22; (15) A-11, p. 143; (18) A-5, p. 22; A-6, p. 3335; A-10, p. 25
(17) a-11, P. 143, .



o @

Slopes of hill 1111, The 90mm was quickly brought to bear on this position
end fire commsnced. Fortunately only a slight adjuétment was necessary
to go into fire for effects This resulted in the silencing of the Nip
cennon, but alsc brought something forcefully home to the gun officer. Up
10 thie time no serious considerétion had been given to fire control, as
the gune were equipped with two elbow antimechanized sights mounted on
either side of the tube, After three rounds had been fired it was impossible
for the azimuth and elevation trackers to even see the opposite hilla, much
less the targets. Muzzle blast, together with dust and smoke made visibility
through the scopes extremely difficult. The only lmmediate solution was 1o
place an observer on the flank to sense deviatione . Theee could be called
40 the gun and placed on the indicator in mil corrections. A pair of field
glasses wére procured and observation set up on the right flank. An
opportunity to test this system was not long in coming. At 0720 and O730
two more Jap guns opened up and were in turn silenced by the $0mm. (See
Sketch D, Nos 2 & 3) Fire control was satisfactory with this method, however
it was difficult to initislly designate the target. At 0915 a camoufleged
Jap position was spotted by the observer. Fourieen rounds of fire for
effect turned this target into a mass of splinters, smoke, and emashed Jap
equipment. (See Sketch D, No. 4) It was imposeible to determine what manner
of position this hed beer, (18)

At 1030 Marine fighter planes were putting on a show for the front
line iroops by strafing and bombing Jap positions in the immediate rear
of hill 1000, 8/8gt. Jack R. Lewis, the gun sergeant, noticed an unfamiliar
sound sbove the roar of the Marine planes and carefully acemnned the opposite
hill. APter eeversl mimutes he discovered a well camouflaged Jap pillboxe
From the roof of this pillbox & Jap heavy machine gun was taking the Marine
planes under fire as they came in. The gun wes leveled on this target and
edjustment started. Initial increase in elevation was necessary due to phe

(18) Personal Knowledge.



greater range, however the third round was on target. Several more rounds
were neceseary before the obperver could cleerly make out the target. Once
exposed, the pillbox was hammered to pieces by 18 rounds fired at the

maximum rate {only slightly more than a minute being required to get theee

‘ off). This wae the first example of recomnaisssnce by fire which was to

-

be used quite extensively later in the mission. (19) (Sketech D No 5)

All wee quiet for the rest of the day until the sun started setiling
in the west. As thie had been a period in which shelling uas;accelerated, _
the gun crew stood by ready for action. Promptly at 1830 the now familiar
"swoosh” announced that the Japs were still in business. This particular
Nip cannon fired only one round, which brought such & hail of $0mm fire in
hie general area that he was willing to call it e day. Checking the data
on the gun indicators made it apparent that this waé the same gun that hed
been silenced at 0710 that morming. (Bketch D No 1) Apparently even the
90mm would have to be more mecurately pleced on these positions if they
were to be destroyed. This wae definitely proven when at 1845 the gun
engaged at 0720 was agasin able to go into action. (Sketch D No 2) A total
of 15 rounds were necessary to silence this corew a second time.

At 1858 a Jap howitzer went into ection once ioo often. Five rounds
of preliminary fire definitely disclosed a position, and 12 rounds of fire
for effect positively destroyed this gun. (Sketch D No 1) It was the same
piece that had firad at 0710 and again at 18%0. The third time was fatal,
as the previous neutrelizations had cleared the area sufficiently for
accurate point fire, Co. K's OP confirmed the destruction of this gun with
warm words of praise. Thie ended the first day of action, which wae a good
preview of the daye %o céms;

The crew weas again setanding by at dewn on the 15th. When no Jap
(19) -5, p. 25; Peraonal Knowledge.
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fire was immediately fofthcoming eight more rounds were poured into the
position that hed been destroyed the night before. (8ketch D No 1) It
seemed feasable that some evacuation of material might be underway at
this time, and would justify additional firing. (20)

In the middle of the morning the Battery Commander's Scope arrived
from the battery position and a’nai-qyaten of fire control was initiﬁtgd.
The BC scope mede more &ocurate spotting posaible; in addition to esitablish-
ing = ﬁnthod'qf iritial designation. Azimuth and elevation irdicators on
both the gun and scope were oriented in the center of the field of fire,
end it was then possible to swing the scope to a target, remd the data and
give it to the gun. Thie would be sufficiently accurate to obtein a.burat
in thé spotting scope, whioh could then be finally adjusted by use of the
mil scale in the reticules (crosshaire). . The mid range being fired was
slightly lese than 2000 yards, which maﬁe fire control even more simple,

The projectile initially jumps to the left and ihen proceeds to drift to
the right. At 2000 yards it is almost crossing the line of sight, Asimuth
and elevation probable erfora at this range are one mil each, certainly
negligible, The only ramaining problem was that of superelevation. (*)
This wae taken from the firing tablee at from 10 to 15 mile and added to
the angular height of the BC scope dependent upon the range. Oommunicetions
wefe simple and foolproof. The gun wes only some 15 yards from the scope
hence fire ordere ¢ould be given verbally to the crew. A sequence was |
devised to fit the situation which worked gquite well. With the more power-
ful lenes of the BC scope and the new syetem of control it was bqlieved

that destruction miseions could now be eccomplished. (21)

At 1015 8gt. Lewis discovered what appeared to be a neries.of small
bunksrs not far from a suspected position. The new fire control system was
(*) Buperelovation- the difference, in mils, between the engular height

:iigzzf guadrant elevation necessary to pase a projectile through the

(20) Persornal Knowledge; (21) A—5,IP.25; A=6, p.335; A-10, p.26; :Personal
Knowledge,

- .




employed witﬁ the second round being on target. (Sketeh D No 6).Subaaquen£
rounds resulted in emall explosions and dense amoke arising from the target
area. Thie wae an smmmmnition dump, snd & high priority target. 4 total of
32 rounds were expended to complétely neutralize the aree. The Japanese
equivalent of an S=4 muzxt have been pulling hie hair during thie episode, as
all of the enemy ammunition hed been carried by hand teo the forward arese.
The dump continued to emoulder for four hours. (22)

That afterncon (15 March 1944) communications Prom AAA Group ceme
in, and with it control. Fisld wire had been run forward ffom an AA Battle-
field Illumination searchlight position. This wire conmected in with the
eearchlight battalion alert net to AAA Group. While not a direct line,
this was quite satiszfactory. (23)

Bhortly after the field phone was igstalled a fire miseion came
through with en azimuth and range to an area to be neutralized. Sixteen
rounds were fired into thie area, with unobserved results, (Sketeh D FNo 7) (24)

Co. K's OP excitedly reported at 1820 that they had spotted four
enemy infsntrymen in an open ares to our right front. W%ith some iittle
searching they were located on the slopes of hill 600, (Sketch D No 8)
Through the BC scope it looked ae if they were teking e bresk before getting
in their holes for the night. The S0mm iaskve:y carefully laid on this
target as the first round would have to be within effective bursting radiue.
It was almost perfect, landing between iwo of the enemy soldiers, and leaving
no trace of the four. An interesting phenomenon in this instence was the
fact that the maszle valacity of the 90mm is more than twice the.speed of
sound, conseguently the Jeps did not hear the aquhd of the gun firing before
the shell had burst in their area. Truly they didn't know what hit them,.(25)

The 16th of March was a quiet day in comparison. -No Jap artillery
wae observed in actioh, and only three area misesions were fired under the
control of Fire Direction.

(22) A~5, p.23; personal Imowledge;(23) Personal knowledge; (24) A-5, p.23,
peerponal inowledge; (25) A~%, p.23; personsal knowledges



Work on the position had been going on steadily since occupation.

As additional ammunition was being brought up daily from the battery position
it was necessary to provide some storage place for feunds that eould not be
placed in the gunrbunker itself. A heavily protected pit was dug on the
reverse slope and palm loge used as racks for spﬁced storage. Addltional
layers of sand bags were placed on the emmunition resdy bozes in_the bunker .
Each member of the crew dug a spider hole in the vieinity of the gun position.
Although,it hed not been openly mentioned, everyone realized that sooner or
later the 90mm would draw some form of counterbattery fire,

The entire tiﬁs on the hill the crew messed with Cos K « An improvised
kitchen had been set up under the gient trees on the'r;veree slope whers two
hot meals a day were served, While not the best of food, it was adéquate,
end thefe were no cqnplainia.

In the early morning hours of the 17th there was no response from the
opposite hills. The crew was standing by end ready to enswer any challenging
Niponese guna. The enemy seemed relugtent to fire.

During all.daylight hours one men was detailed to constantly scan
the enemy terrain with the BG acope. Thie wae a popular assigmment usually
manned by a volunteer. At 0935 ihe observer indicated that he had spotted
something and a quick check was mede. High to the right on hill 111l there
eppeare@ %o be a ra#orback ridge. (8keteh D No 9) lkleng this ridge a
.oolumn of enemy troops were winding their way, oblivous of the fact that
they were silhouetted against the sky. Aﬁimhth and elevation were given
to the gun to get off the flirst round, Both the first and secornd rounds
were "overs" and lost in the velleys beyond. This was unfortunate for the
Japanese, ae they did not detect that the fire was simed at them and con-
tinued to proceed on their march. The third round was a tree burst which
caused at least two casualties among the column. This development caused an
imrediate and violent reaction among the enemy troopa. Everyone was itrying

to get in a hole at once. The elevation wes dropped three mile and fire for
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effect began, with at least four more enemy being killed.

Shortly after the completion of this mission the first enemy attempt
at retaliation cccured, From thé reverse slopes of hill 1000 a Japanese
howitzer fired three rounds at the 90mm. All rounds were over some 200 '
yarde in rear of the position, again proving the point that the top of a
hill is difficult to hit with artillery. This counterbatiery was reported
%o Fire Direction Center so ihat our own howitzera could reply. (27)

The gun officer directed an experiment with some pre-cut fuzes to
obtain air buret over suspicious areas a# woll ae place fire on tre reverse
slopes of .the opposite hills. This proved very susccessful with the standerd
X second mechanicel time fuze being set at from three to four seconds, It
was also féund that an effective air burst could be obteined by this methed
on the area in which the march column had been sighted earlier. Ancther
interesting experiment was that of.firing the seame S0mm round into the
side ofﬁhe hill with the fuze set to "safe’, The projectile did explode
caueing mine sction. This round would prove useful against bunkers, having

”
the same effect as a PD round set to "delay”. (28)

Vo paem dattnnd ney )
! 18 WARGH 1944
The 18th of Maréh was probably the most eventful day of the eniire

operation. At O700 the Japanaa; artillery sgsin came to life and contimed
on their fruitless mission of interdicting the airfields. There was a gun
firing from the extreme left of hill 111l that could not be definitely
located, (Sketch D No 10) Area fire was undertaken in an attempt to
neutralize thie piece, While this firing was gdiﬁg on a second gun began
to fire at a much closer range, well down on the forward 510pe of 1111, As
the flash of this second gun wes clearly visible the gun officer decided to
sbandon the first miseion and attempt to knock out the closer terget. (Sketeh
D Ko 11) Agein the 90mm proved ite versatility. In less than two minutes
it was traversed over 500 mile and dropped 40 mile in elevation, reloaded

(27) A=5, pe22; personal knowledge; (28) A=10, p.26; personal knowledge.
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end adjusted on the new targsi. It required four rounds to get on the
tafget end go into fire for effect., Clearly illustrating the stremgth of
both the Japanese bunkers and artillerymen, while this fire was underway with
their position completely obscured by the smoke and dirt from the bursting
90mm rounde, the enemy continued to fire their piece. A slight adjustment
was made on the elevation indiestor end fire ﬁgnin pleced on the target.
The 18th round scored a direct hit thrﬁugh the firing aperture. There wasa
a violent explosicon and the roof of the now visible bunker jumped intc the
air. To be doubly sureran additional 15 rounds were poured into the bumnker,
pounding it into a shapeless heap. This action waes witnessed by a large
number of infantrymen in the area., They cheered the destruction of the
enemy cannon with the sams ﬁeat they might have used at a home town football
geme. (29)

At 1100 a distinguished visitor stopped by the position durinpg an
inspection tour. It was nonfother thﬁn Lt. General Hermon. He had been
informed of the success being enjoyed by the gun and was anxious to ses it
perform. A two round demonetration mission was fired showing the speed and
accﬁraey with which a target could be engeged. The men of the sectiion were
greatly impressed by the presence in the fromt lines of such e high ranking
-officer. BShortly after this demonstration several Nips were observed on the
ridge line sgain, (Sketch D No 9) The azimuth and elevetion that had been
determined from the trial fire were quickly set on the gun. OSustained fire
wae immediately undertaken ﬁith precut fuzes. Some of.the rounds were off
in range along the trajectory, however at least four roundes had good effect,
killing two of the enemy. (30)

At 1200 the Japanese sgain attempted to neutralize the S0mm with'a
greater degree of ascuracy. A total of seven rounds were fired -- three short,
then two over, and finally two almost on target. One of these last rounde
hit a etump some five feel from the position and tﬁe other hit in-the dirt

(29) A-5, p. 24; personal knowledge; (30) Peraonal knowledge.
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direetly in front of the bunker, This latter round ripped the gaeoline
drums with shrapnel, but did no material demage. One member of the crew
was slightly wounded in the seat of his pants. He would have come through
ali right had he obeyed inmstructions and taken the proper cover. The spider
holes proved to ﬁe excellent protection during tiis action. It ie still a
mystery why the enemy gun did not fire agein at their last elevation as
they moet assuredly would have gotten a direct hit. One explanation might
be that the last round would have locked like a hit te an obaserver from
ac*ross the valley. IiL was difficult to determine just where the Jap gun
was located, however it seemed to be in th® vicinity of hill 500 at =
considerable range, The Jap howitzer wae a 1l5cm roughly equivalent to the
Americen 155mm. (31) _

At 1920 the gun that had initially etarted the Japanese firing thet
morning again went into action. A second time it was impossible to exactly
locate hie poeition, however ares fire neutralized him. (Sketch D No 10)

FINAL MISSIONS

The 19th, 20th, and 2lst‘wera routine days. Several missions were
fired each day with average results. The most satisfactory targete were
enemy troops on the ridge line, which hed now been named "Nip Haven." A
total of 12 more enemy soldiers wers kille& in this same area during this
four day period, Twice Jap guns were silenced, but not definitely desiroyed.
A highlight of this period wae a vieit on the 20th by Admirsl William F,.
Halssy. A demonsiration was fired for his benefit, and)he remarked that
it was almost as good as the Navy, which was a compliment indeed.

All was quiet on the 23rd as well asn tﬁe 22nd. The gun was given a
thorough cleaning at this time, which it well needed. During'tha more active
periode only the bore and breech mechanism had been given much attention. The
90m can stand exceseive rough treatment and still give excellent performance.

Earlj on the morning of the 24th the.last effort and firing of the Jap

artillery Began. With typical tenaciousnese,their target was still the
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airfields, At 0625 a position was definitely located with the now usual
results ... complete destruction. (Sketch D No 12} It required 24 rounde
to.annihilate this bunker. Olose exsmination with the BC scope showed that.
this same genarai eres had been blasted several times before. It was
suspected that there was another gun in the same vicinity. At 1845 these
suspicions were confirmed when the final Jap howitzer began firing, The
$0mm could not claim a complete victory in this instance, as an American
75mm TD gun and another $0mm joined in the shelling. This cOmbinéd fire
power was too much for the Jaéaneae, resulting in the destruction of one
more of their field pieces. (Sketch D No 13) (32)

Thus endéd the.firat recofded asccount of the ${mm Gun being used for
direct fire miseione in the Southwest Pacific. The results were more than
gfatifying. During the eleven day period a total of 51 miseions were fired,
consuming 648 rounds. In addition to the area fires and neutralization
miseione the 90me hed definite credit for four Japanese howitzers, one pilli-
box with machine gun, one ammunition dump, one camouflaped position, and at
leasﬁ 24 enemy soldiers not counting the crews of the howitzers. United
States losses amounted to only the slightly wounded cannbnaer, who remainsd
at hie position after his "mocident"., There were no losses in material or
‘equipment.

The Japanese units on hill 1111 were later identified.aa the lat and
2nd Betteries of the 6th Field Artillery regiment. Neither of thess unites
eveacuated any equipment from the area,

Her mission accomplished in an exemplary manner, Gun No. 3 mofed back
to the battery position to join her less illustrious sistere. (33)

ANALYSIS AND CRITICIEM
The moet outetanding eriticism of the entire campaign from the artillery

(32) Personal Knowledge; (33) A=5, p.23; A-1, p«6; A-9, p.24; personal
knowledge. ' .
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etandpoint was the feilure of the Jaganese artillery to effectively mmes

their firee. Almost no massing was accomplished and the piecemeal employ-

ment resulted in only harassing effect. Sécondly, it was apparent from

the first few days that there was not sufficient volume t0 neutralize the

Americen airfields, yet to the last the mountaln guns continued to hammer

avay el these targeis. The Japanese infantry was left to advance through

Al of suent dinlag b

the hell of Division Artillery concenmtrations with little or no,support.

Thie failure}?gﬁéigg;: the mission of the artillery was inexcusable, and

contributed materially tq the Japanese defeat.

The exposed positioha of the 90mm gune must be claseified as more ihan

& calculated risk, This did result in the loes of one gun apﬂ mest of the
Fﬁgew. (34)  Ageinst an enemy of near equal strength this type of position
would result in certain and speedy destruetion. While good firing positions
were limited, greater emphasis could have been placed on camouflage and

concealment. 1 @ .

B4

This mission, entirely suscessful, should not be taken ae a criteria

igi;gthicﬁi\employment of high muzzle veloeity weapons in direct support, The
" o

gﬁ”¢atandard tactice of alternate and supplementary positions, with frequent

Vs
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displacement sre still desirable. The succese of this mieeion was due more
to Japanese inflexibility thanigound tactics on our part.

A team of guns would have accomplished better results. Mutually
supporting, with direct communieation, they could converge their fires
against point tergets, or quiekly enzage widely separated ones. This type
of team wpuld greatly reduce the chances of a single gun being neutralized
by enemy direct fire weapoﬁs;

4 fire control plan should have been thought of before the gun was o
actually engaged. Training with the antimechanized sights prior to the |
mission would have brought out their disesdvantaeges.

(34) A-11, p. 143,
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The Japanese contimued use of the trail lmown as "Nip Haveg“ was
fo&liah. Ary militery leader should know that once artillery has fired
on an area it ocen again be plaoéd in that general vicinlty with ease and
fecility. After being caught twice in this death trap some syetem should
have been employed to detour subsequent parties. Failure to evoid this
area resulted in the loss of ﬁn additional 18 men.

The 90mm gun Ml, lese the AA carriage, is an ideal aesaﬁlt weapon;{
It embraces higk muzzle velopity with great accuracy, fixed awmunitlon,
end a high rate of fire, Even in its present mount it presents a low
silhouette., In & self-propelled carriage it should be the equal to any .

gun of ite type in the armies of the world.

et LESSONS

!

targets in the jungle.

‘”- fire. v

“iQ.l. Reconnaisance by fire is an extremely effective mathod of loceting

oy
T

,E}der holes are the best means of openphole protection against artillery

5. A tripod mﬁunted ohuervation instrument is superior to field glaasea

s+ 2

for fire control.

4. Visitors to froat line positions, accumpanied by large staffes usually

draw some form of fire from the enamy. ol e 1”4”'5

5e Fortifi?dApos;EQQQE, even of log and earth construction, mey require
intenne ooncentrationa in order to be destroyed.”

8. Time fire. is the most effective msthEd against exposed enemy ground

T T N ———1 -

- forceps -
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Te Gunners as wall as flre eontrol personnal ahuuld msmorize the data to
prominent target Areag, ' ﬁ.weﬁ;h’

8. All of the membera of & unit should be trained to fire all of ths
weapons organic to that unit in order to facilitate composite crews. “”’#”7¢r‘

9. When firing a high muzzle velocity weapon repeatedly from the same

19



position the ground in front of the pos:.tion should be watered down several

timea daily to reduce duat. -

10. When en enm weapon can not be aecura.tely located fira aheuld be

placed in t.he general area, -



