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THE OPERATIONS OF THE 2ND BATTALIUN '
504TH PARACHUTE INFANTRY (B2KD A/B DIV) IR THE GERMAN
GOUHTER-OFFEHSI?E, 18 DECHRMBER 1944 - 10 IAEUAHY 1945
( ARDENNES CAMPATGN)
(Peraonal Experience of a Battalion 5-5)

INTRODUCTION

This-monograph coveré the operations of the 2nd Battalian;_
504th Parachute Infantry, 82nd 4/B Division, in the Ardennes Cam-
paign, from the time this baitslion was in its rest area ét Cemp
Bisﬁono, France l?-iB December 1944 until the 82nd A/B Division was
relieved and put inio Corps resor#e 10 January-1945.

Before discussing the subject of my monograph, 1t would be
well to briefly outline the events whigh took place priox tojand on
the 17th of December 1944. - |

On 21 October 1944 the First U. S. Ammy, pert of the 13th U,8.
Army Corps, had beén given the mission of attacking to the East,
reach the Rhine Rfver iﬁ thé(vicinity of Cclogne and Bonn, and to
secure .a bridzehead ascross that river if the situstion pe;mitted.
During the attack which followed, the Garmensa resisted.afubborniy,
The Pirst U. 8. Army was also confronted by the additional obstacle
of the Roer River, whose crossing ﬁas doﬁicd becsuse of the fact
that the Roer Dams, being in German hands, presented a serious
threat to our forces and had.to be captured foremost. &éeardingly,
new Letters of Instructions were issued on the 6th of December to
¥ Corps and VII Corps, part of the Pirst U. 8. Army, which directed
¥V Corps to seize the Roer Dams while VII Corps was to advaence and
2eize the west bank of:the'river-aﬁd prspare to cross the rivar on
orders. . By the 15th of December 1944, VII Corps had reached the
west bank of the Roer River in tho-vicinity of Duren. (1)}

'MeanWhile;'during the early pért_of December, First U. S. Army

(l) .A."'l’ P. 67, po 88, PI gl.
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Intelligence had been very much concernsd witﬁ the build-up eof -
enemy infantrﬁ and armor in the Cologne, Trier and Dusseldorf ares.
In a section of the G-2 "Summery of the Situation" a notatien . was L
was made that "the sirategy of Von Rundstedt was to let h;s situa-
tion deteriorate in both the Upper Rhine and South Moselle soe&urs;"
while ccnsarving reserves 1in thornussolaorr anﬂ'eologne'aroa“. ‘of
the four enemy capabilities ﬁedueod‘by G-2 Pirat U. 8. Army, thel

one ebnenrniﬁg en snemy counterattack was considered most likely

to oceur., (2}

On the morning of lGIDocumbor 1944, the enemy siruck with the
greatest counter-offensive against the Allied forces sinco.ﬂarmandy.-
The broad plaﬁ of the ensmy was as follows: (1) to thrust.

tomards the Meuse River snd on to Brussels and Aniwerp with the
Sixth 38 Panzer Armyj {2) to drive towards yamnr with the Firth-Pan;-
- zer ATHy. A4 diversiﬁnary attack was to be made by ihe Sevonth Ger-
man Ay with Luxembourg as its objective. The araé of the attack
was B sikty mile front betwean Eifel and the Ardennes. (3)

In conjunction-with this German countersttack, =a special,op-;
erétion known as "Grief" was to be undertaken by a épeeial force
using Americen uniforms, weepons, and equipment. This operation
_waé to commence once the high ground west and southeast of 3t. Vith
had been t.ak'en-. (4]

_Loﬁg range reconnaissance units, known as the "Einhait_Stielan",
consisting of thirty Jjeep loads of Germens dressed 1n American un~-
iforms, were to infiltrate American lines at verious points and jein
| up with tenks at the Meuse River crossings. Eight hupdreﬂ German
parachutlists were 1o be also dropped in the vicinitiy ef the Eupen- |
Monschau aree 1ﬁ'support of these Opefations. {5)

(2} A-1, p. 101-102; (3) a-1, p. 103-104; (4) a-1, p, 104; (5} a-1,
Pa. 104, ' ’ .
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- On the 17th of Decembsr the situation along the Pirst U. 8.
Army front was becoming critical. The main countsrattack qps_being
directed sgainst the ViIi Corps front, and slready sasveral pano-'
trations had been mede., .Tmo regimaﬁtSJOf the new 106th U. 8. In-

_ fantry Division, the 422nd and 423rd Infentry Regiments, wers be-
liaﬁed'to be maintaining positions along the Schnee Eifel, although
cénmunications with them had been seversd. 4t 1015 hours 17 Decem~
ber, those two regiments had been completely cut off. ' By nlghtfaell
the gituation in the 28th U. 8. Infantry Divisibn agctor was also
very critical in the vicinity of Clerf and Pintch, The 7th U. 8.
Armored Division was attached to VIII Corps end closed in an assem~
bly ‘area west of St. Vith to meet the German thrust. (6} |

As the scens shifts to Cemp Sissone, France on the 17th of
Decembsr, we find the 2nd Battalion 504th Parachute Infantry esngaged |
in a state of reorgenization and training for future airhorne op-
erations. The battalion had returned less than a month ago from the
Holland operationa where it had spent fifty-sovnn eontinuous days
in the front lines, The battalion had recently acquired 2 new and-,'
1noxperiencod-battalion‘3-3, who had formerly besn company comandseT
of D Gompany._ The training during the stey at Cemp Sissone eonsist-
ed mainly of small unit_traiﬁing to inéludc.night compass problums;
range firing and road marches. Regimental and division reviews,
intermingled with three day passas'to Paris filled out our program.
Christmas wes Just oight days away and everyone had visione of a
| pesaceful Christﬁas holiday accompanied by that very appetizing turf"
key dinner which does not come too often in the Armys (7)

On.Sunday evening about 2130 hours 17 December, word was passed
. through the officers' guarters that Go;nnol ﬁlubon H. Tucker, the

regimental comnander, had been summoned to Division Hesdquarters

(&) A-1, p. 105-106; (7) Perasonal experience, self.,
Se



for an important meeting. Some of the officers who had been lis-
tening to the radio duriﬁg the course of the evening stated that

tho radfo announcer had_montionod.a series of Germen attacks in the
Ardennes ssctor and possibly that was the reason for the meeting.
Many of the officers discredited that assumption and preparéd for
bed. Howovor, word traveled arcun&_again that Colonsl Tucker had
callad 5 battalion commandersa* meefing. The three battalion's-sta,
‘who were living in the same room, decided that somothing aventful
must be taking place andleach battalion S-3 decided to report to hiﬁ
respective battalion headguarters and awaitlﬁis battalion commander
for the release of some information. (8) |

Lisutenant Colonel Edward Wellems, commanding officer of the
2nd‘Bn 504th Parachute Infantry arrived at battalion headguarters
aﬁout 2230 houras. Hs immédiately instructad the adjutant, 1st Lt..:
Chester Garrison, to phone the company commanders for an immediste
mesting. ﬁe then gave the SQE an overlay and some French rcad maps..
The overlay was very.scanty, merely showing the proposed route of
march to a general area in the viC1ni£y of Bastogne. (9)

The Company commanders soon arrived. They were Capt. Robert _
Cellar of Hq & Hq Co., Capt.'Adam A. Komosa of D €o., 1st Lt. Williem
Sweet of F Co,, snd 1lst Lt. John Thompson, sxecutive officer of E Co.
Capt. Felix Simon and 1lst Lt. Ross I. Donnelly, the battalioﬁ surgeon
and.supply officer respectively, were also present, Capt. Herbert
H. Norman, commanding officor of B Co., was on pass. in Paris as werse
also 1st Lt. Remsey, the 81 mm mortar platoon leasder, and othsr key
‘Vofficers and non-commissioned officers. The battalion commander ime
mediately acquainted us with the gituation, Extracts of this meeting
were as followa: | |

"The CGermans have made a breakthrough in the Ardennes sector,

{8) Personal knowledge, self; (9) Pesrsonal knowledge, self.
G.



near Bastogne. Some American units have already been overrun, pare.
ticularly the 106th U, 8. Infentry Division, We move out tomorrow.
at 0900 hours 1n 10 ton scmi»trailers. Lt. Donnelly will issue E
rations and ammunition.tonight to the companies. One machine gun,
hglf loaded, will be manned on the eab of eaech truck in cﬁso of ene~
my alr attacks. Lt. Brown, from D Company, will be in charge of the
battalion rear echelon, Each company will leave at least twe men '
behind for the rear echelon. Kiitchen personnel will alse be left
behind initially. All weapons that are in ordnanco will be returned
to ue before we 1eava,". (10) |

Upon the completion of this mqeting, the coﬁpany;ccmmanders re~
turned to their respective orderly rooms and started immediste pre-
parations for the move the next morning. Equipmentrbeihg left be-
hind wes packed and stored. K retions end ammunition were diatri;
buted to the men. 411 sections of the battalion staff packed and
stored material not vital for the mova. (11) |

About 0100 hours 18 Doccmbar, replacenents came to the- battalian
direct from Englend. These replacements included men without eom-
bat sxperisnce plus former members of the unit who had been wounded
 during the Holland opsrations. Tt was not until 0230 hours 18 De-
cember that everyone rinélly went to bed for a fow hours sleep, +tired
and somewhat eoncerned as to how serious the German counterattack
was, (12). | _

GEOGRAPHICAL FEATURES

Before going_any further it 1= best that I describe the terrain.
with'which this battalion wes eonfronted during its course of opora—'-
~ tions in the Ardennss Mountains.

The Ardennes 1s a high plateau, varying from two hundred to
fhree hundred meters in height, along whose erest are seversl lso-

(10) Perscnal knowledge, self; (11) Poraonal knawlodgo, self; (12)
Personal knowledge, self. -~y



lated domes of groator altitude, Aligned from southwest to norsh-
e2st the platoaﬁ constitutos-tho oldest suftaao in Belgium, with
streams rlowingAin wido open valioys having very 11ttle 8lope. The
climzte 1is rairlj_rigorous. The groa?’st amount of snow fﬁlla in the
. Ardennes where depths of twenty-seven 1nehes-ha§o been foeorﬂod. (13)

The Ardennes siretech along the south of Namur aﬁd attaln thelr
culminating point southesst of Liogé at stavnlof, where the héight
,f exceeds 3;000 feet. Nearly one-fifth of Belgium is covered with for-

| e3t, the grester amount or1which is located in the provinces of Nanur
and Luxembourg. (14’

Gonerally apoaking, the Ardonnoa Mountains formed a rugged,
brokon, torrain, characterized by deep ravinou, narrow valleys,and
steep hills with nUmeTOuS intorvoning streams and cross compariments.
Consegquently, the Ardennes afforded the Allies an oxcolient eppor=
tunity to canslize enemy armored attaéks by,uao'of crosa compartment:
defenses, slow his attack down and finally eject him from the Arden-
nes salient. (15) \ '

‘MARCH TO WERBGMONT *

A% 0830 hours 18 December, the battallion was assembled and 1qad—'
ed inio the huge semi-trailers. Approxtmatolf sixty men with all
thelir personsl eguipment plus crew~aerved Weapons were loaded into
each tfuck. The 2nd Bn followed the 1st Bn serial with a five minute
1ntofval. Th§ battalion comnander and the 85-3 led the battalion
serial: in a jeep . The route to be followed was from Siasone, Charleas~
ville, Sedan, Recogne, Sprimonf, and Bas?ogno -~ @ distance of one
hundred and fifty miles. (1Ej |

About 1900 hours +the 2nd Bn motor serial ceme to a halt in the “
vicigity of 8primont. The road ehead was crowded with vohiclos, al~-
(13) 4-5, p. 351; {14) 4~8, p. 457; {15) A-4, p. 9; Personal Fnow-
ledge, self; (16) Parsonal knowledga, self.

* See Map A
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most bumper to bumper. We discovered thet we wers behind Division
Artillery; somehow or other the artillery serial had managed to in-
sort 1tself betwsen the lst Bn and the 2nd Bn. After Waiting in the
cold night for almost_two houré iﬁ opén vohiélos, we finally moved |
on again. .However, we diséovered fhat instead of turnimg south to- .
wards Bastbgne,we were now headed towardas Werbomont. The reason for
this laest minute change was that Lieut. General Hodges, Commanding
General of the First U, 8. Army, to whom the 82nd A/B Divisicn was
now attached, had ordered Major General Gavin of the 82nd A/B Divi-
sion to take his division pot to Bastogne but to Werbomont. The
town of Werbomont contained an important'raad'nat to the Harth, South,
East and West and the retention of this tomn would prevent the enemy
from reaching Liege, which &t that very moment the Germgns-éiamod
intent upoh doing, having no opposition before them to prevent their
advance., "Liege by Christﬁas:# wés the slogan of the enemy,raccord-
ing to German prisoners of war whom we captured latef on. (17)
| JBRBOMONT |

Lt. Col. Wellems checked in at the Division C.P. and then re-
portsd to‘the regimental C.P. He had gone on shead and hed left the
battalion in_charge of the S-3, waiting at the release point behind
another tie-up of vehicles, The Bq 8-3 brought the battalicn forward
several minutes later and halted the serial at a road intersection
where cther unitis héd been dismoﬁnting. It was now 2300 hours. Lt.
Fust, the ﬁattalion S-2, who had preceded the battalion to Werbomont
esrlier that day, met us at the dismount point along with company
guides. The battalion was given s sector to defend on the high
ground about one-half mile northeast of the town. The Battulidn | )
Command Post was located in a small wooden shack n;xt o an éiﬁ;;:b'

pig pen end outhouse. By the time the companies were in position,

{(17) A-2, Bection II, p. 1, and personal knowlaedge, self,
9, |



1t was long after midnight, (18)

On the following morning, 19 December, the battelion cdmmander |
had =a patrol from E Co. dispatched with instructlons to contact A~ |
rmerican troops located scmewhere fo our front., Five hours later,
the patrol returned and 2nd Lt. Simpson, the patrol leader, report-
ed that he had cphtacted a battalion of the 119th Infantry Rogimdnt,
30th U, 8. Infentry Division some three mile= to the esast of Werbo~
mont, The batﬁalion'commanaer of that unit had been overjoyed to
learn that the 82pd A/B Difision had now come up into the lines. He
steted that the 106th Infantry Division and the 7th Armored Division
were having a'dirficult task in warding off f?oquent German counter=-
attacks. The ropqrt from this patrol was\immodiatoly forﬁardod to
regiment. That afterncon Capt. Hormén, Lt. Remsey, and the othir
members of thq battalion who had been on pass in Paris, reported to
_the battalion. On $hat dey also, German amor cut the road between
Werbamont and Bastogne in tEe vicinity of Houffalize, just after the
tail of the Division Armor column had cleared that town. (19}

RAHIER *

Immedistely after dark on 19 Dcccmbof the regiment received or-
deras to attack oﬁst of Werbomont and seize the town of Rahier. - The
regiment moved off in & column of battelions; each batialicn in a
celuwmn of ecompanies and each company in a column of twe's. The 2nd
Bn was the adv?nco guard, The order of march for the battalion was
¥ Co., E Co., D Co., qnﬂ'Haadqnartora Co. F and B Gampanios_o;eh had
a‘light machine gu&fz::;chud from Headquarters Company. The 2nd Ba.
was ordered to attack, seize and hold the town of Rahier. (20)

The battalion moved out on foot at 1900 hours 19 Desember.’' Ex-
cept for a iong six hour trek over szome iory h{lly terrain, the march
(18) Perazonal knowledge, self; (19) A-2, Section II, p. 2, and per-
sonal knowledge self; (20) A-~2, Section II, p. 2 and personal knowl-
edge, self, ) _ '

* Sse Map B
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was uneveniful, There wéro no snemy in Bahier. The battalion im-
mediately prepared defensive pasitioné to hold the town.

A psrrmotor dafense was ostablishod.!ith the compenies dlsposed
on the outskiris of town from right to left as rollowg: F Co., B 090,
&nd D Co. The battalion C.P, was set-up in town and the 81 mm mor-
tars were located on the west edge of the town. 4 platoon or-cum;
pany G, 307th Engineer Combat Bn, was atiached to us during this.
movement, Later on, this platoon undof L%. Womack was given a sec-.
tor to defend on the left of D Go. The Bn 8-3 obtained exira hand
grenades when requested by Ltf Womack, but waa unable toc get him
any automatic weapons. (21} ’

| Aftexr we had aerrived in Rahior, we questiocned civiliens about

tho location of inomj troops. - The eivilisns reported that many ene-
my vehiclesz, about cne hundred and twenty-five in number, 1npluding'f
fhirty tenks, had moved through the toun_that afterndon (19 December)
on the way to Cheneux, 1oéatod on the very high greund about iwe
miles to the northeast of Rehier. (22) |

This information was passed on to Genmeral Gavin by Colomel
Tucker when the former visited the unit later that morning. General
Gavin then ordered Colonel Tucker io selze Cheneux and thp.noarby
‘bridge whieh crossed ths-L'xmblovo Eiver. 'The reason for this arﬂ-r
was thet the heavy German armor was unsble to cross the creek ob-
siaclo at Habl&mont after engineers had blown up the bridge. - The
enemy, therefore, ilntended to use the main road through stoﬁmontr
and La Glelze. (23} |

Thersfore, a patrol from D Oompany led by Sgi. Venable mede 1its
why towards Cheneux. On the ridze sbout one-half mile west of the

town, they fired on a German motoTcyclist accompanied by a small

(21) Pper=zonal knowledge, self; (22} A-2, Section I¥, p. 2'end per-
sonel knowledge, self; (23} A-2, Sectlon II, p. 2.
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patrol,. Sgt. Venable was wounded in the hip during the brief ex-
change of shots thét followed. (24) | |

That afternoon about 1300 hours, EO‘Doeombo:, the 1st Bn bagan
1%s march to seize the town of Cheneux and the nearby bridge. As
the battallion, minus A Cdmpany,.was-laaving the uutékirts of Rahier,
a dark column from the vicinity'ér Cheneux suddenly appeared mo#ing
towards them. The 1lst Bn aﬁgagod the enemy fares which later turned
out to be a reinforced battalion of the lst S8 ?anzor Division. All
during that day and night_and through the morning of the 2l1st, the
1st{ Bn fought an enemy superior in numbers and in oduipment but'fin-
ally managad to seize 1ts objectives. Approximaﬁely one-~-third of
that battalion had become 6asualtias and ‘at ligst one-sixth of the
casualties had been killed. It was a costly victory, The 1st Bn
lster received tha.Presidential Citation for this action, (3517.1

Meanwhile, the 2nd Bn maintainnd‘ita defenses around Rabhier.
Nothling unusudl'hépponod except for one incident. Two jeeps éar;y-
ing five "Americans® stopped at the regimental C€.P. and engaged in
a conversation with the regimental S-2. Theme men soon left for
Cheneux where 1t weas latarrfeportod that,these "Americans" beceme ex-
cited and fled when one man from the 1lst Bnagccidcntélly pointed a
bazobka at them. One was wounded, but eacaped. These "Americans®
Weré actually Germans and no doubt pari of the onoﬁy reconnalssance
unit known as the "Einhert Stielant. {BS)

| CHENEUX *

On the afternoon of 22 December, the 2nd Bn was ordered to re-
liave the 1lst Bn at Cheneux. On arriving in that town, we saw evi-
dence of the bltter fight which had taken place. Germen dead end
squipment l1sid strewn on the msin rosd and esdjacent fields, 4 dis~-
(24) A;a, Section I1I, p. 3 and Statement by 8gt. Venable, June 1945 -
(25) A-2, Section II, p. 3; Statement by Li. Cclonel Berry, Execu=-
:i;: 0fficer 1lst Bn 504th Prchi Inf; Personal knowledge, aself; {28)
* See® Mep B 12..



abled self-propelled gun aad tank wers on the road. Some of the
eneny dsad ﬁqro cled in smerican olive-drab shiris and wool-knit
sweaters beneatb their uniforms. The battalion took over the de~-
‘fenses of the town end bridge and weited for events to happen,
Sounds,ofiﬁrisk fizhting on our left flank.could bs heard, inter-
mingled with tank gun firf. It was the 119th Infantry attacking the
Germans in La Gleize with assiatance from the 740th Tank Bn. (27) .

Late that night enemy planes were overhead and we thoughi that
parachutiéts wers being dropped‘ It was lator-repbrted that the
Germanas wer§ trying to resupply their troops in the viecinity of La
Glsize, but most of the resupply bundles fell into imerican hands,
(28) | |

LIEBNEUX *

On the morning-of the 23rd of December, ths and Bn waa sudden=-
ly ordered to move out. The destination turned out to.be the town
df”Liérneux, wheré wa were asttached to the 325th Glider Infantry
'Regimont commarded by Colonel Billingslea. Thi batfalion waB placed
in Division reserve on the high ground some five thousand yards
southwest of Lierneux. Th§ $25th Glider Inranfry C.P. was located
1ﬁ the town of erleumont'on the high ground southsest of Lierneux.
This mové was part of the division plan to hold tho Liernsux ridge -
since 1t dominsted the road nets at Regne, Fraiture and Hebronval.
The battaiion of the Z25th Glider Regiment, which Was.originally in
reserve, had besn returnsd to its mother unit when Divislon orders
nad required the regiment to further extend its right flank to in-
clude Regne and Fraiturs. This extenslon was necessitated by the

failure of the third Armored Division on the right flank to maintain

(27) Personsl knowledge, self; (28) &-3, and personal knowledge, self.
* See Map C o | o
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physical contact with the 82nd A/B Division. It was imperative

for the airborne units, in keeping with orders from XVIII A/B Gorps,
that contact be madg and maintaeined with Americesn units in the ?1ot-
salm~-St., Vith area and pfovide en exit for thelr extrication. The |
forces in the v1e;éahm-st. Vith area were the 7th Armored Divisionm,
_ thn 106th U. 8. Infantry Division (minus 428nd and 423rd Infantry
Regimonta), the 112th Reglment of the 28th U. 8. Infantry Division,
and some Corps artillary units. (29)

Tho 2nd Bn 504th Parachute Infantry lmmediately ﬁreparod end
ocaupibd.dofensiva positions astride tho BognQ-L;ornoux road. The
battelion C.P. and eid stations were located in two adjecent houses
about‘aight hundred Yards to the rsar.- Shortly afterwards, the bat-
talion commender and his S~3 went to the C.P, of th@ 325th Glider
Regiment fdr 1nstfuctions. Whilu there we heard roports over the
redlo stating that 7th Armoreﬁ Division tanka were still ecoming
through the road blecks. (30)

That artérnoen, &5 Deocember, the eocnemy attacked and captﬁrod
the towh of Regne, The Division commander immediately ordered ithe
recapture of that town, which was aceampliqhod.by_tho_Eaﬁth'Gliddr “
Regiment with the &ld of supporting armor. During the recapture of
Regne, the ro'gimmtal ad jutent of the 2nd S8 Pan‘zoiv Division was oap~
tured with ordere for the advance of the following daﬁ. Thess orders
were quiekly‘reiay.d to higher hiédquartors. That seme ﬁrt@rnuon,
the important crossroads at Fréiiuro.io:o taken by the enemy. '(31)'

'.Just before dusk thaf afternoon, the 2nd Bn 504th Parachute In-
fantry wss ordered to retake the crossroads at Frasiture, 4n ar-
tillery laison officer from the szoth Glider Field Artillery Battal-
ion ceme down t¢ the C.P. but could not promise us any artillery
support, excep® possibly from corps artillory, At thls time qll
(29) L~2, Section iI, p..S; (So)ﬁarsdnal knowledge, self; (51) A= 2,
Soctiog II, p., 56, : S
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Division Artillery was busily engaged along the 25,000 yard aecfof |

which was then being held by the Division, Thus, without artillery
support and without aermor,. the battalion moved cut at 1930 hours

10 recapture a terrain being held by an enemy superior in numbers

and fire power. The only prior reconnaissance made was from & map.

The outlook Was very black indeed, and the battalion commander had .
accordingly designated his succsssion of ccmmand before we mévod

cut. The march was made in silence. We had now turned off the méin

road and were now approaching the town of Fraitﬁro itself. The hat~
talion commander went into the town ahead of the battelion to obtain -

as much information as ho.could from the unit of the I25th &lider o
Infantry holding Fraiture. Suddenly Major Colville, the oxoeﬁtiiﬁ@:
officer, received & radio message stating that the attack had been |
called off, Tho Battélion S=3 suggest‘d thét this message be aﬁth-

:onticatod boforo adopting any sction whatsoever. This wes done.

The message was from the battalion éommander aﬁnouncing that the at-
tack had dqfinitely‘been'cancelled; The antire‘battalion dia an
about-face and returned to‘Liernoux_much happier. (32}

Late that'night,'the.first of & series of long range patrols
were ssent to Malempre’, four milas to oﬁrlright,,to keep the battal-
lon informed of any possible enemy eﬁvolépmant 6n th ot riank. (53]' 

" The following-@ay, 24 December, the 3rd Bn 504 .Parachute Infan-

try Regiment, minus ¢ Company, was pleced in poesition on our right

in the vicinity of the woods Bols Houby and Bcis do_Groumont. GeTe
mahs_httompting to infiltrate that sector were driven coff after szcme

bitter fighting, (34) | | |
| Late in the arternoén of 24 December, the 2nd was infcrmed that
the 82nd A/B Division-had been ordered %o withdraw to & new aﬁd
shorter defensive position eight miles to the rear, Each unlt was

(32) Personal experience, self; (33) Personal knowledge, self; (54]
A-2, Section IIT, p. 3 and personal knowledgs, self.
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ordered fc lesve a covering force sguivelent %o ons third tho'sizq
of the unilt. 'Thia'qavoring force would remain in pbsltion aptil
0400'Hours'25 December and would then return by trck to the npﬁ
defense positicns. ‘Acao:dingly, one plaioon from each rifle éum-
pany was lsft behind with Lt. Fust, Battalion S-2, designated as
covoring.forco commander for our battalion, (35)

Just after dusk, 24 December, the battalion minus the covering
force started 1ts withdrawal. The battalion 9-3 and executive of-
Ticer Wwere not informed of tho.location‘of the new dofonss,posiﬁiqna
nor were they informed of the route to be followed tc the rear. '

- Christimas Eve was & very cold, bright moonlight night. Along the
route, we saw evidence of prepared demolitions and roed obstacles -
executed by our engineers, .For the moat part, the withdrawal ias

aceomplished without eny difficulty, except in the sector io the
north where the 505th and 503%h paraghuto rogimunts Were constant-
1y being haraszssed by a very peraistent foe. (36]
| BRA * | o

At 0030 hours 25 December, the battalion arrived in the viein-
ity of Bra. The company commasnders were then given definite in-
structions for the defense 6: the battalion seckor and immediately
made their gfound rocbnnaissanco and placed thelr trcoops in position,
The positions ocgupiod by the battalion were aé.rollowsz P Company
on.tho right, contacting the 3rd Ba of our regiment; E Ccompany in
the center along the high wooded ground; and D Qompany minusatho 1st
Platooﬁ'on tho\loft in the viocinity of Bergifaz, contaceting the 3rd
Bn 508th Parachﬁte Infantry, The 81 mm mortars were sei~up on the
reverse slops of the hill behind E Gompany. The battalion C.P. was
set~up in a hoﬁse about four hunﬂrad yards in rear of F Company and
the battalion ald station was located sbout one mile in the rear of
(35) A-2, SectlonIII, p. 8 énd-porsonal knowledge, self; {386) arz,:
Sectior II, p. 8 pnd personal knowledge, self, .
¥ See Map C- 1lé,



the MIR in the vicinity of Trou de Bra. (37)

About 1000 houra 25 Decemher, the regimental commander visit-
ed the battalion.€.P. on his tour of inspection. The battalion '
‘ccmmandor waa.out at that time checklng for battaiien defensive
sjstcm. He azked for, and was shown the disposition of the battal-
lion defensive ﬁjstcm. However, he noticed the village of Floret
about one thousand yards to our front end astriﬂo'the Bergifaz-Lier-
neux road and inquired as to what the battalion had done to cutpest
that town. When the battalion S-3 replied that nothing had been done
a3 yot,'colonol Tucker 1nst:uctod-him tq tell Lt. colonel Wellems
to outpost thet town immedistely. (38)

Not long after Colonel Tucker had departed, Lt. Colonel Wellems
returned to the C.P. and the regtmentai conmander's order was trana;
mitted to him. The battalioﬁ commander then phoned D Company and
told Capteain Ebmoaa to send the reserve platoon td outpost Floret.
An.additional SCR 300 was given to this outpost from Headquarters
Company. (39) _ V

At 1500 hours 25 December, the lst Platoon of D Ccmbany, under
the cqﬁnand-or 2nd Lt. Hasrry W. Rollins, moved out to Floret. By
dark, the platoon had erected two roed blocks and had established
wire communication to the road blocks end to the ecompeny C.P. En=
gineers assisted in laying anti-tank mines at the mein road bloeck
across the Lierneux—Borgiraz.road. This iatter road block, deaig-
neted as #1, was conirolled by Sergesnt Dunnagan and hls squad.. The
other road block, deslgnated 72, was controlled by Corporal Lariscn
and his squad. The platoon C.P. was ssi-up in iho town itself and
the 60 mm morter squad was sat-up about two hun&rod yards away,.(éﬂ)

At 0150 hours 26 Decsmher, rcad block #1 was hit by an enenmy . -
patrol which was driven off with casualties to the patrol. At 0330

{57}-Porsonal knowledge, self; (38) Personsl knowledge, self; (39)
Personal knowledge, self; {40) Statement, Lt. Rollins, March 1947,
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hours, road block #f& nas again hit by a larger ensmy rorcé empl oy~
ing grenadeé and small érms fire. This enemy force was also d;ivon_
off., At 0730 hours, eneny artillery fire was dropped into the area
betwsen road block 1 snd the platoon G.P. Lt. Rollins sceompanied
by his runner, Pfc. West, and two communication men, T/5 Coffin and
Pvt Krantz, declded . to v151t Sgt. Dunnagan and also repalr the
broken telaphone 1ine. -HWhile out in that open fleld, = morter round
landed nesr the group, ki]liﬁg Pvt. Krantz and wounding T/5 Coffin.
Lt. Rollins ordered Pfe. West to return to the company C.P. for- lit-
ters and litter bearers and then applied first aid to T/5 Goffin.
Not long afterwmards, th§¢casualt1es 7ere removed and Lt. Rollins re-
turned to the C. P. (41) |

At 1130 hours, Lt. Rollins received & eall from Sgt. Dunnagan
who stated thet his squed was now being attacked by a strong enemy
force employiﬁg grenades, rifle and automatic fire, and‘that his po=
. sition was becoming untenable. The platoon lsader ordered Sgi., Dun-
nagan to withdraw about twelve hundred yards and set~up another road |
block with the viow of protaecting the withdrawal of the remainder of
the platoon later om. (42)

At 1430 hours, Lt. Rollins wes called back to the company CePs
to give ihe compeny commander information on hia niu dispositlions.
Lt. Rollins returned to Florei an hour later and decided toc visit
Corporal Leanson's road block, Bofore'ho iort the C.P. he ordered
the platoon sergeant to be prepared to withdraw to Sergeant Duanna-
ganvs nsw road block.. On the way up, he met an excited man running
towerds him stating that road block #2 hed been hit hard by an enemy
force, On srriving at the positions that were to have been ocgupled
by Corporal Larison's squad, he found the poSitions ﬁnoccupied. Lt;'
(41) Statement, Lt. Rollins, March 1947; (42) Statement, Lt, Rollins,
March 1947.
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Rollins then_inrormed the battalion C.P. on the 8GR 300 of the
situation and was ordaréd to withdraw and be sure that the radio
did not fall into the hands of the enemy. 'Bsr- this time enemy small
arms tracer fire was covering the mair road through the town, so Lt.
Rolling fired two rounds from his .45 callbre pistol into the SCR
300, putting 1t outl of actlion. Hse and his runner made their way to
the outskirts of Floret, passing by the 60 mm mortar posifion and
noting that it had besen knécked over as though someone tried to dis-~
aﬁle'it in a burry. .Suddenly, as they turﬁod around the corner of
a buiiding, théy‘épied twelve Germans sgainst the side of the build-
ing. Lt. Rollins quickly fired and emptiod his pistol clip. He them
ran, trjing to reload his weapon, However, he did not get very‘rar,
because a sudden, Ioud explosion stunned him and knocked him t¢ the
ground, wounding him slightly in the arm; and legs. Seeconds 1ﬁtor
" he fourd himself surrounded by Germens and was taken prisoner. (43)
The remainder or-fhe.battalhon in the rear was feeling the ef- .
fects of ensmy artillery fire while the cutpost at Floret was ab-
sorbing the initiél shogk'of the ensmy atitack on th; 26tk of Decem~
bqr. On that morning, the battalion commander very wiasely ordered f
the executive officer and adjutanf_té set-up another C.P. in a wood-
ed draw about #ight hundred yards in the rear and approximate center
of the MLR. The present C.P. was too exposed to onomy'obs-rvatinn‘
from the high ground one thousand yards fo our front, Acecrdingly,
most of the C.P. group,'iﬁcluding the runners and moaaagi'contor,
dopaftoa. The battalion commander, his $-3, 8-23, radio operator, anmd
the field artillery liaison party remained in the present C.P. Late
| that.arteinobn b Company report;d that wire communication to 1te

outyost was out. Shortly after that, a clouded radio message from

{43) Statement, Lt. Rollins, March 1947,
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Lt. Rallinst platoon stated that the Germans were making sn all oﬁt
attack aéainst their positions. Instruetibns were issued to with-
drew and destroy the SCR 300 if nécessgrg to prevent itz capture by
the enemy. (44) | | ‘ ' '

The battalion wes soon engaged in a bitter fight all along 1t#
sesctor, All comﬁanies reported that they wﬁre engeging the enemy who
was atiempting to cross the cfook obstacle in front of-mnr pmaitions;
4%t about duask, the enemy attack waned and stopped. casuaitica were
receivad maiﬁly in.the sector defended by E and ¥ €ompanies, iat-
that nighf,.stragglorq from the ouipost in Floret drified through B
and r‘campanies. On checking with D Company, it was discovered that
Lt. Rollins and fourteen other men were still mwnaccounted for. (45)

The following day an Qnumy flack wagon was desiroyed on,tﬁo reaﬁ?
‘between Floret and Bergifaz by members of E Gompany, Occassional
artillery and mortar fire rell oh ouwr poaitions,;partiaula;ly in tho.
E Oompany sector. Several casudltias-woro_eausoﬂ by tree bursias. {48}
| Oon the morning or'és Decenber, the regimental commander made nne:
‘other inspeotion taur_and paid us a visit, After he lefi, the battel-
ion 8-3 ate his Christmas dinner which consisted of a small plece of
cold turkoy, Qupplsmonted with crackers and Jelly cbialned from the
artillery liaison pariy, who always sosmod to be well rod. Adbout
half an hour later, we noticed shells being dropped about iwo hunﬁrod
varda from the C.P. Saconds later, the rounds came mueh closer,
showoriné dirt against the window panes. The baitalion commander
1mﬁo&iatoly.ordered everyons io move down to the cellar. Down 1n_tht_
cellar, we huddled, listening to the shells shattering the windew |
1panos and shedes, Suddenly, z terrific noise was heard and a géping.
hole in the cellar wall bacamé visible. Some of the men were shower-
.od with debris. .Tho battalion commandsr imm.ﬂiatoly ordered %he

(24) (45) Pnraonal knowledge, self; {48) A-2, Secilon III, p. 4 and
porsonal knowledge, self. . ‘
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artillery liaison officer to get some artillery fire on the enemy
weapon which appeared to be a solf-propilled gun, Orders weres then
issued to evacuate to the new €.P. located in the wooded draw. The

 battalion eommander later told the S-3 that the gaping hole in the
cellar wall had been csused by & dud from at least & 105 mm gun.
The dud had rolled underneath the cellar stairway a fsw feet from
where we had been gathered. (47)

' The next few days were spent in relative peace, except for the
oc¢as#ional enemy artillery and mortar fire on the company positions
and in the draw occupied by the battalion €.P. group. The only
bright faatu?e of the battalion §-3ts stay at Bra was &n 1nvitation,-
to dine wifh-Captain Kemose, D company comm&ander, Whose €.P. was tho 
-only one in the battalion that waé_locatod in a house; a C.P. that
contained desireable livosﬁock to supplement the daily K ration

which we had bﬁon eating since the operation started. It was ﬁuring‘
fhis period slso that Lt. Fuat, our Bn 8-2, was #ssignod.tb rogimoﬁt;
aa assistant regimental S~3. Consequently, in addition tc his other
" duties, the Bn B-3 became Bn S-2 also. (48)

On the night of New Year's Day, 1 January 1945, while the bat-’
talion coﬁmander, his executive officer, and his 343 were gathered
in the C.P. dugbut, an enemy rocket barrage struck the C,P. area,

A combination white end red flash was visible as the blackout cur-
téin was blown aside. Suddenly Lt. Garrison, -the ad jutant, stag~-
gered into the dugout-bloading frpm the mouth. L+%. Colonel Wellems
immediately gave'him a morphine iﬁjection. In the meantime, the
radio:oporator who was also in the dugout, complained that his hand
had been cut and aléo his back had been hit by some terrific forece.
Upon investigation it was discovered that the radie operator's back
(47) A-2, Section III, p. 5 &nd porsonal experience, self; (48)
Personal knowledge, solf.
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hed been hit by rock fragment and was merely brﬁisod. rhi battalion
8-3 esssisted in the evacustion of Lt. Garrison éhortly aftoruar&u.'
(49) | | |

On the 2nd of Jenuery, the battalion commander and his S-3
visited the 3d Bn C.P. for a meeting with some 3d Armored Divisien
officers. It was learned that the Armored Division was to attack on
S'January'through our poﬁitinns in the direction of Floret and Lier-
neux. AfTter giving what recommendations he could concofning the sn-
emy dispositions and obstacles in his sector, the battalion comman-
der and his S-3 left. Upoh returning to the C.P., instructiona were
issued to all companies té stick.to their foxholes when the attack
commenced because the enemy would sursly rsact quickly by gonding ip_'
some heavy artillery fire. (50)

On the 3rd of January, Lt. Colonei 7ellems went to b Canpany C.
P to.view the attack on Floret. The attack was launched, and irue
to form, the anemy'retaliated by shelling our positions. Howovér,
the 3d Armored Division was making good progross.and by that after-
noon hed cleareqd tﬁo enemy out of Floret and the sufrounding area.
(51) -

Late that afternoon the battalion rocoivodwword that 1t would
be roliéved by the 83rd U. 8. Infantry Division that same night, Yo
wers relieved about 2100 hours and the béttalion_movcd out., dgairn
the battalion S=3% was not told where the unit was going, Snow had
begun to fall and the temperature dropped close to zero, The march
By foot was slow énd tedious. It was after midnight when we arrived
in the wooded high ground in the vicinity of Derrisre le Thier, tired,
hungry and coid. This ﬁaS‘our assembly erea and word was ﬁessad
around that we would be moving out early the pext moriing. (52}
(49) Personal experience, self; (50) Porsonél knowledgo; self; (51)
Psrsonal knowledge, self; (52) A-2, Section III, p. 1 and personal

eXperiencs, self,
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| wowt * |

The Second Battalion moved out at_éQOO hours 4 January in a -
column of tWo's. The §-4 and his essistants paésed out smmunition,
K rations, and heat teblets as we passed by. The battelion marched
for hours over ice-coated roads, uphill and downhill, stumbling end
cursing as the individual pack 5oeamo heavier. By lete afternoon
we arrived in the town of Foséo, which had been captuied the day bew
fore by the 50%th Parachute Infantry. The battalion commander r.Q,
ported ito fhd‘rogimontal C.P., which was soﬁ-uﬁ‘in that town. The
battalion cdmmander received the regimental stisck order which was
to seize the high grbund southeast of Fosse, ovorldaking the eross-:
ings of the Selm River in the vicinity of Grand Halleux. (&3)

' After receiving his attack order, Lt., Colonel Wellems 1ssued
his orders tolhis company eommandéra who had been assembled by the
S-3. The battalion was to advahco approximately four miles through
dense woods,'vﬁid of'any go0d roads except a few trails and fire-
breaks covered by walst-high snbw. Tﬁo formation for this aivancc.
was D, ¥, E, and Headquarters Companies, with & platoon of tank des~
troyers attached to D Company. One IMG section was attached %o both
D and F Companies. One platoon of 57 mm towed AT guns was attached
to the battelion. {54) | | |

The batialion commandef led the way originslly, attempiing to
£ind the trail loadiﬁg to his objective. He finally discovered ome
trail and the unit'progressoé‘;or at least three hundred yards aad
then stoppid.  While the battalion commander waz checking his map
along with his compass, a mortar round landed next to the lead tank
ﬁostrdyers,'killing bne man and wounding the platoon 1oader of the
advance‘party and the filsld artillsry“liaison'officer. The batta~

{53) Ara, Section III, p. 1 end personal experience, self; (54}
- Personal experience, self. : :
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lion ccmmaﬁdar'then dispatched Lt. McCash of F Co., to take a pafrol
and reconnoiter another trail which he had just discovered., By this
time it had become dusk and the cold alr began to penetrate our
¢lothing. Lt. McCash finally returned with the good news that 1t
was the right trail. 'Thq battalion,'aftof slight confusion, was
turned sround and proceeded along the trail. The trail was narrow
and traversed.w;th frequent streams. The attached tank'dcstroyors
apd 57 mm AT guns could not advance and consequently were left behind.
During the next zeven hours the battalion trudzed along 1n.doop,
knee-high snow. The weather had suddonly turned very cold aﬁd the
wet, stiff wib equipment stuck tb one's outer garment=, The battal-
1onlcommandor made froquqnt but short halts 4o check his route of
mareh by compass., The battalion had now been marchiﬁg for fifteen
héurs from the time it left the assembly area that morning, but not
once did we have an opportunity to stop for asny length of'timq tcf
even eat a K ration. (55) .

At 0150 hours & Jesnuary, the battalion arrived at what we thought
was the objectlve, It ﬁas a black, draary,‘@boded area vold of ?v-
erything but anow and one or two firebreasaks. D depany was plsaced
into position on the lsft flank and set-up a roadblock across the
trail whi¢h was the boundary.betﬁéen the Second and Third Battaliona.
¥ Company was on the right flank, and 1% too set~up a roadblock, E
Company was'put in reserve approximately two hundred yerds from
where the battalion C.P. was established. Since it was still dark,
positionélror the 81 mm mortars were not set-up. The battallion aid
stetion was located in the town of Fosse, the only place where there
were héusos. our bed rolls did not come up that night and the men
d4id not obtain any sleep. Everyone waﬁ completely exhausted by hun~

ger and by the =ixteen hour march in. intense cold over doﬁp anow and

b}

(55) Personal experience, self.
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lce~glazed trails, The situation was so bad that the men could not
Ye down on the coid snow for fear of freezing to death, nor coﬁld
they move about too long to provide body circulation becsnse of their
- exhausted condition, TFires were not possible because of the elaso'
proximity of the enemy, (565 | _ .

About 0300 hours, six mortar rounds droppoﬁ intc the area ce-
cupled by D Company. Soon a phone call from Capt., Xomoss was re=~
ceived requesting seversl litters immodi;tely.' The mortar rounds
had landed among his C.P. group. Unfortunately, no litters were on
hand, nor were there any members of the battalion ald station present
either. Tt certainly was a sed state of affairs. Hslf an hour later,
the wounded men from D Gompany stopped at the bettalion €¢.P. on the -
way to the rear, Capialin FKomosa's runner had been sariously wounded
in the head and was bsing carried on @ makeshift 1ltter fomed by . '
tree limbs and an overcoat. 3/8g%. Parks, the supply sgergeant; SQt.
Kimball, the communicetion sergeant; T/4 Starbuck, the SCR 300 radie
oporatorj and a first-aid man had all heen wounded. The battalion
3-3, 1mmodiatelg obtained scme men from the 81 mm mortar platoon to
assist the wounded men back to the rear. (57)

As day broke on 5 January, all company positions were moved for-
ward 8% least six hunﬁfod yards when it was discovered that the 34
Bn on our left was unable to mako'cdntﬁct with us because we were toco
faer behind., That same ﬁorning approximately sixiy-five men from the
battalion hed %o be sent to the rear because of treamch foot. Later
st111, Lt. Colonel Willlams, the regimental sxecutive officer,
visited the'battalion c,P, and wanted to know why the 81 mm mdrtara
had not be&n set~up in position., He stated that German troops, oon- .
sisting mainly of horse drawn artillerj, werTe reported %o be leaving

the town of Mont, some two thousand yards awey, Lt. Colonel Williems

(58} (57] Personsl experience, salf.
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wanted something done about'that situation immediately. According-
ly, the 81 mm mortars wo:@ sei-up approximately thirty yards from
the battelion C.P., and began firing as soon &s their observers were
in position near D cdmpény’a observation pest. After sivcral'min-
utes of firing and when no further lucrative targets had appeered,
tﬁo mortars were dispiaeed forward. Nﬁthing exciting happened the
remainder of that day. {58) '

The next throo days, 6-8 Janusary, were spent in conselléating_-
6Ur positions and sending patrols out t¢ the vieinity of Mont, (59)

About 2200 hours Bth January, the battalicn commander was zud-
denly summoned to the regimental G.P. for a meeting. He returned
about midnight and had the company commanders assembled for a mootiﬂg.
Crowded into tho C. P., which consisted malinly of fhe battalion com~
manderts dugout.with a fi@ld phone inside, we heard the attack order
which was as follows: The regimant was to attack at dawn 9 Iaﬁﬁary
and selze the town of Mont and the west bank of the Salm River .in |
1ts sector. The Third and First Bsttalions were to attack in their
zone of actlion, 1in a pincers novement, while the 2nd Bﬁ would make
a secondary attack from the front, using only two pletoons. Lt.
Dremner's platoon from D Company end Lt. Harris® platoon from F Qom-
pany would mako the assault., The moeiing then broke up at 0130 hrs.
ch January. (60)

Dawn broke and the attack was soon undsr way . About 0830 hours,
D‘Gompany reported that Lt. Drennsr's platoon had seized Mont ahoad
of the Third Battalion. Under the aggressive action and leadership
of this platoon laader, the platoon had coverad approximately two
thousand yards of wooded and open. terrain, bwpassing and destroying
enemy outposts in their advance until they had seized the regimental
objective. The platoon, however, sustained several casualtiex. (61)

{68) (59) (60) Personal kmowledge, self; [61) A~3, and personsal
knowledge, self.
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The attack being conducted by Lt. HEarris' plafoon was not go=-
ing too well. This platoon had'faken the small. town of Farnieres,
but when it commenced 1ts advance bsyond that town over exposed roll-
ing tafrain, the platoon was subjected to maéhina gun and small arms :
fire. Lt. Harris was killed elmost irmedietely and two or thrse of
his men were killed when they attempted to recover his body. Lt,
Middleton of F Compary, not being a participant in the attack, ob-
servad the difficulty which that platoon was having and irmediately
set out to'lbcate tha hidaun encuy machine gun. He fired several
rifle Prenadea and put that machine gun out of action. The lst Ba
later assisted F Gompany's advance by dispatchlng scme men to dastroy
some enemy outposts., (62) -

' Lt, Sachsa, platoon leader of the Third Platoon of D Gompany,
was sent to relieve Lt. Dretner in Mont, (&3)

The following day, 10 January, the battalieon $~-3 ses ordsred by ‘
the battalion commander to personally carry a message to Lt; Baahéo,
requiring him to cover the open terrain between Mont and our posi-
tions in the woods as a further check agaeinst any possible enemy
'groups still remsining theré. The message was carried by foot and
transmitted to Lf. Sachse., He was given‘three tank destroyers frd;
the 34 Bnj;after saaing thét Lt. Sachase was well on hié wey, the bat-
telionp S-3 reiurned to the C.P, on foot exhausted, (64)

Late fhat night.units of the 75th U. S, Infantry Division re~
lieved our battalion and the unit was sent to the rear for a much.
needed rest, (65) | '

| AL axs CRITICISH

From & study of the Opgrations Just doscrihod, no one can he

L] I

(62) A~3; ?trsonal knowledge, solr' Statement by Lt. tiddlotena JTagn~
uary 1245; (63) Personal knowlodge, self; (84) Personal knowledge
self; (65) A-2, 8ection IYY, p. 3; A-3; Personal oxporionce, solf.'
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oblivious to the.many problems angd difficultiés encountefed by an
airborne unit engaéed-inla continuous infantry roles during & wintor
-cempealgn in fhe mi_d‘s.t. of mountains without asdegquate equipment,
clothing, and hot food. Despite all these obstacles, Howover, this_‘
battalion, as a cog of a fighting machine, contribu;od greatly to
the missions assigned the division; mainly, to 2id in the extrica-
tion of Americen units in the St. Vith area, to contain the enemy
by repslling his tenacious attacks, and finally to grasp the initia-
tive out of his hands snd drive him back,
| Departing from the generalized discussionm eontained in the

pravious paragraph, leat us glance into the microscope and focus our
attention on the minute but important criticisms of these operations,

1st: The lack of sufricient and sultable transporfation pro-
vided undue hardship on the men. Men were required to walk ten aor
even fifteen houré’preceding an attack, burdened with equipmeni and .
crew~-served weapons.' A4s & rosult; the men were in no physical con-
dition or in a étate of high morale %0 presé forward sny attack with
much enthusiasm, | ’ |

2nd; The familiar phrase of "feed the troops & hoi meal™ was
unheard of during these operations. 4 humen being subsisting,an K
rafieﬁs'eontinually wWithout any hot noﬁrishment is apt to lose his
combat efficliency and sucemmb during the cocld weather,

3d: The nogloct of the battalion commander to contihually ac~
quaint members of his staff wlith the currect situation wes obviously
ovident; During tho'movns'rrﬂm Lierneux to Bra and Bra 10 Hont,
the battelion S-3 was never made acquainied with the situstion, Had
_any accident befallen the battélion cormander, the battalion as a
whole would have suffarasd bncaus; the staff members worn.ignurnnt
of the situetion.
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4th: The evacuation of casualtles wés slow and inefficlent,
parficularly when litters were unsvailable for the wounded from D
Company and the latter had to walk or be carrieﬁ baek by hand at
least two miles., Had our unit been issued woasols initially, our
snpply and evacuation difficulties would have been =o0lved. |

S5th: The mission assignod tho Second Battallion to selze the
erossroeds at Fraituro on the night of 23rd December would have heen 1
a disaster to the unit had the mission not been called off at the
last moment. In this ineident, a night attack was to have béon made
without artillery support and with no time to make even a ground re-
ednnﬁissancc against a stronger enemy force §quippod with armor.

6th: The lack ofllittor bearer tesms in an airborne unit was
alsc felt when 81 mm.morfar men were employed ito earry wounded to\
the aid staiion.

7th: The number of engineers to perform the mnnﬁ tasks asaigﬂ;& 
thcm_during the withdrawal and in the defenaze at Bfg was obvioﬁsly
Insufficient. Had there been-at least one additional englineer com-
pany savallsble for roé& malntenance, aufriciont-onginndra would then
haio'boen avalleble to ofdct wire and minefields before the Germans
hit our defenses at Bra. 48 it was, the engineers had to ersct mine-
fields in the battaslion sector 1nrpioccmeal fashion over & period of
three nights because the battallon was in contact with the enemy.

8th: One individual should not be both battalion S-3 and S-2
in gny unit, particularly during combat operations. A4 combination
of these itwo duties results in inefficiency of sarrylng out each
-assignmont. | |

9th: Leaving the battalion 85~2 a8 covering fopee cormandey
during the withdrawal fron Lierneux provontod his usefulness to the
"unit back at Bra where he might have betier beon employed in eval~
' usting the terrgin in tront ¢f our positions.
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LESBCNS

The lessons derived from a study of these operations are enwms
erated as follows:

l.

W

In & defensive eituation 1nvolving mountainous terrain,d.
cress compartment defenscfe is the hest.

-

2.,

1

.

An outpost line of resistsnce must maintain contact with ai-

alh At 21 e d

milisr linee of reslstance of adJacent units in order to accomplish

its mission properly with regard to the safety of its members,
Ba

TR e Vi i e

A night withdrewal is difflcult but when properly execute&r

with treined personnel, a unit can disengage 1tself from battle
with few casualties.

4.

R

An airborne unit cannot operete efriciently for any grest

length of time in an infentry role unleas it is given “the additiona}

e ettt 4 T s e ‘

transportation and equipment necessary for sustained ground combat.
5.

In mountain warfare under extreme westher conditions, sup=-
i - -

IS e e e RN Ty

. . -:-‘;.::
ply and evacuation problems become ‘more ﬁifficult. '

T AN B ey T e i £ R P S P B
6.

In & night attack, prober daylight reconneisaence must be -
T e R Ll (R ‘p#ﬂﬁhma%mmkﬂ S

mede in advance ,and sufficient time should be allowed for a1l par-
S PR S sha e LR A TOWSE ;

sonnel to become aequainted with his task.

7.

Cenalization of possibl cks are mandate :
analiza _uﬂtge ible enemy “mgggg¢g;55 ; rr_
ror a well prepared defensive position.

1
B.

A cembinatlen of two or more staff as

igpments to.one in-
s 1 i a0 Y g e 1T B e T i % wk R B A -
dividual lessens his'efricienc

1 ﬂ}nugither capacity.
9o

e

times with the current situation.
10.

A unit commander must acguaint his staff members at ell

The 1ndiv1dual soldier can not fight efficiently for any

1

great 1ength of time during extreme winter conditions lhen auhsistiﬁg
o b e S R O T nmmma.w
-merely on aold" ratione. |
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11.

Finally, that although modern equipment and tectics ‘are

Important in warfare, the fighting spirit and determination of in- '

i A AR et et

" ot 3‘12 Sry e }
d1v1duals are most essential and 1nstrumental in winning the battle.
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