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THE INVASION OF MINDANAO ISI.AND
10 MARCH - 10 JULY 1945
(SOUTHERN PHILIPPINE CAMPAIGN)
{An Historical Monograph)
_ INTRODUC TION

This monograph covers ‘the oﬁerationa of unita of the Eighth
U. S. Amy in the invasion of Mindanao Island from 10 March 1945
to 10 July 195. |
| The Vietor IV (V-4) operation on the Zamboanga Peninsula and
Ithe Victor V (V-5) oﬁeration on Mindanao proper were separate and
independent actiona and for the sake of clarity will be treated as
suche |

Mindanaoc 1s the second largest island of the Philippine group.
(Luzon is the largest) and is the southernmost of the major islands. "
It 1s a. tf_opical lsland bomdéd on the south by the Celebes Sea, on
the east by the Pacific Ocean, on the west by the Sulu Saﬁ, and 5.3
separated from the Vleayan group of islands to the north by the
Mindanaoc Sea. Map As |
The .aeven mile wide Panguil Isthmua betw.een gg%,&y'md
_ Ig.l_,a.naBa;r ;joiﬁa the Zamboanga Peninsula to .the main land mass of
the island, These two land masses are separated for all practical
purposes because of the high rugged mountaing, and lack of suitable
roads end other overland communications. (1) Map G,

The terrain of Mindanao is & combination of mountaina, Jungle
and swamps and iz ideally suited for defensive operations. For the
most part, the area is quite heavily wooded with rain forests In
- ths Invasion of the island, it was-necessary for our forses to a&er—
cohe the many natural obstacles that oppose the invader in this
particular type of terrain. Distances were great botwéen suitable
iand:l.ng beaches and the main Jé.paneae foroes, Routes of approach

were few and most of these were under cbservation from nearby high

(1) A-2, P, 28



ground on which small defending forces could cause ma.ny delays éhd
camslties, (2)

The coastline of Mindanao is very irregular, featuring many in-
lets and bays, and extending approximately 1,400 miles, The harbors
hck.'base facilities and.therefore are good for shelter only. The
eagtern coast is considered useless due to the heavy swells of t.hé
Pacific and further due to the impenetrable mountains which deny
aceess iniand. The north coast is considerably different; belng ex~
posed only to the comparatively sheltersd waters of the Mindanao Sea,
The terrain inland is not sc dense or inaccessible and there are many
flat plateaus. There are several sultable sandy lahding beaches
available in this northern area., In the south and southwest there
é.re large bays including Davao Gulf, Sarangeni Bay and Illana Bay,
Theae all offered excellent sandy beaches suitable for hndinga.

(3) usp O |

There are many mountaing in Mindanao and in the central portion
are found a north and south chain of voieanic peaks, dominated by
Mt, Apo (9,692 ft.), highest point in the Phjl:i.ppinas. This high peak
oﬁ-erleoks Davao Gulf, In spite of the many accessible landing sites,
inland features are in many cases ao forbldding that some areas are
yet unexplored. (4) _

~ The Zamgoanga Peninsule has considerable unexplored interlor and
a rangs of mountains varying in height from 1,500 fest to a 4,400 foob
peak twelve miles northeast of and overloolking Zamgoanga town. This
p.éninaula i.a generally circled by flat cpastal plains averaging four
and one half miles in width, They are well cultivated, with rice
paddies and coconut groves predominant. (5) |

There are only three roads on Mindanac of tactical importance.
Two are on Mindaneo proper and the other circles the southern tip of

(2) A1, Py 65 (3) A=1, P. 8; (&) A-1, Pu 95 (5) A2, P, 28,
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the Zamgoanga Peninsula, Highway No. 3, also known as the Sayre
highway, runs from the vicinity of Agusan-Buge on Macajelar Bay to
Kabakan in the south where it Joins highway No. 1, The northemrn
shore 1s paralleled by highway No. 1 until i1t swings south t.hrou_gh
the Lake lanac region to Malabang, Parang and Cotabato town, -thence
oast to Digos on the Davao Gulf and northeast to Davao. The Zamgoanga
Penihsula is encircled by & hard-surfaced road running from Pantalon
.on the west coast to Buenaviaste below Tagulte Bay on the sasbt coast.
Water transportation on a few o.t‘ the larger streams augments the
limited facilities. (6) Map C.

The olimate of Mindanao is typical of the tropics, with an aver-
age temperature of 80 degrees, 'The humidity seldom falls below 80%.
The heaviest .raina oscur during April and May and the mean annual
rain.fs.ll 19 91.8 inches. (7)

The estimated strength of the Japanese forces on the Zamboanga
Peninsuls was 7,000, This information was belleved to be quite acour-
ate due to the well organized guerrilla_ activities there, BReports of
enemy dispositions in Zamboanga town were quite detailed, and very
elaborate defensive works wers known to have been prepareds The troops
wore concentrated in a trial}gle from Caldera Bay to Pagananca to a
point Just east of the town proper. On Mindanao proper the enemy
aituation was quite different. From the extremely efficient 10th
Military District guerrilla organization the Japanese here were esti~
mated at 30,000 and under the command of the v Army (Corpe)e The
principel combat units were the 100th Division and ramaining elements of
the 30th Division. The largest concentrabion was known to be in the
Davao Gulf area where it was estimated there were 15,500 combat, naval
and service troops, The only other sizeable concentration was an ese
timated 8,500 in the provinces of Mlsamis Oriental and Northern
(6) A~L, P 20-11; (7) A<l, P, 13,
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Bulddnon, This included 30th Division personnel and numerocus air-
ground personnel at the Del Monte strip and other airfields, In all
other areas his strength was limited. An eatimated 3,000 were in the
important Kabakan-Malsbang-Farang area but guerrilla troops had been
oontinually harassing them, In theISarangani Bay area the atréngth
was believed to be approximately 2,500, It can be seen from the
above estimates that the enemy, although considefable in force, waa
spread over & large area. Our.continuous alr attacks restricted his
daytime movement and he was further restricted by his lack of trans-
portation and the poor condition of the roads and trails, (8) Map C.
The guerrﬁlla forces on Mindanao were organized and ably command-
ed by an American, Colonel Wendell W. Fertig, and totelled more than
25,000 troopss These guerrillas wers able to control 95% of Mindanao
because the Japenese limited thelr activity to the main coastal cities

and the roads and waterways. (9)

'ORIGINAL PLANS FOR THE PHILIPPING INVASTON
Early in June 1944, General He#dQuafteré, Southwest Pacific Ares
1ssued a broad general plan of impending operations designed to iiber-
ste the Philippines. In addition to the lendings slready made at
Aitape, Hollendla, Wakde-Sarmi, and Blak, the plan contemplated the
oocupation of the Noemfoor-Sansapor ares, invasion and occupation
of Morotal in the Halmaheras on 15 September 1944, Salebaboe Island
in the Talaud group 20 dctober 1944 and Saringani Bay in southern
Mindanao 15 November 1944, These cperations were to be followed by
an airbomne assault against Misamls Oriental in Northern Mindanso
on 7 December 1944 A gtrong offenslive was to be launched.againat
the Leyte-Samar area on 20 Decembar 194,
By 1l September 1944, the alr attacks of Admiral Halsey's Third

Us S. Fleet carrier forces had been so devastating to Japansée air

(8) A—~2, P. 1}3; A"l, P. 11}""1.6; (9) A"’l’ PU 170
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and ahipping that GHQ declded that operations for the liberation of
the Philippines could be accelerated, The schedule of operations was
advanced by cancelling, for the time being, the Talsud and Mindanao
operations, and moving up the leyte-Samar operation to 20 October

194, (10)

THE GENERAL SITUATION

The Leyte-Samar invasion was & success as was the subsequent

‘selzure of Mindoro and Marindugue Islands in mid-December, These
| operations split the Japanese Philipp:l.ne garrigon and gave the Aliles
complete control of all waterways plus bases from which American planes
and naval eraft could continuously harass Japanese garrisons, On 28
December 1944, whén Japanese resistance on Leyte was officially de-
clared broken, GHQ directed that the Eighth U, S. Amy assume control
- of operations in the central and southern Philippines, The Sixth Amy
wag then glven the responaibiiity for the invasion and cccupation of
Luzon. 'Whi_.'l.e the Luzon operation was at 1lts heighth, GHQ directed the
Fighth Amny to launch the Vietor Serdes of operationa which were designed
to liberate the Visayas, Palawan and the Sulu Arohipelago , plus the

goangs Peninsula and Mindanao. Thus we see that the lsland, which
the Japanese expected would be invaded first in our return to the
Philippines, became the scene of the final offe'naives-t.m Victor IV
and V operations., (11) Map A,

THE_INVASION OF ZAMBOANGA PENINSULA

The Southwest Philippines are that groﬁ.p of lalands surrounding
the Sulu Sea and include Palawan, the Sulu Archipelagoe, and the
Zamboangs Peninsula, Map A. | |

The 4lat U, S, Division was e;.saigned the V-4 operation with the

miasion of establishing contrcl over the Zamboange arsa and its alr

- (10) A-3, P, 17-18; A=5, P, 12; (11) A-L, P. 23.
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atrips » and destroying the enairur forces therein, J=-Day was 10 March
1945, The Thirteenth Air Force began the pre-invasion bombardment
on 1l Mafch and continued concentrating on enemy airoraft, personnel
~and supply dumps in the Z goanga area. The Navy started its pre-
assault bombardment at 0700 the morning of J-Dﬁy and continued until
late afterncon. Bight motor torpedo boats had entered Basilan Stralt
the previous day and were opersting in that vieinity. The division,
lesa the 186th RCT, landed the firat assault wave approximately 5,000
yards west of Zmngoanga at San Mateo at 0915, Four battalions were
landed within 30 minutes, encountering some light machine gun fire,
The ramaindar of the division landed soon thereafter, leaving no
floating reserve, Frogress was rapld against light opposition, the
enemy having abandoned an extensive pattern of wire entanglements,
pillboxes and trenchess By nightfall the two regiments (162nd and
163rd) were advancing slowly ageinst stiffening resistance. The 162nd
Infantry had occupied San Roque villasge and, in addition, had extended
the beachhead to a depth of 3,500 yards, The 163rd Infantry, attack~
ing.toward Zamboanga town, had reached Baliwasan Creek just northweast
of the town, By 1700 of the following day, with the aupport of air
missicns and navé.l bombardment, and further supported by tanks, the
163rd Infantry entered Zamboanga, The assault was so fast that 1t
denied the enemy an opportunity to destroy the tomn's faoilitieg » most
Important of which was the 800 foot plere San Roque airfield also was
saptured, thus completing the selzure of all four initial cbjectives.
(12) Map B. |

On 12 March, .after clearing the town and the peninsula to .t.he
eagt, the 163rd Infantry turned north toward Pasananca with the inten-
tion of enveloping strong enemy positions in the hills, This advance

was stopped by heavy machine gun and mortar fire, Mines were encountered

(12) A~2, Po 46, 4950,



and had to be removed before vehicles could advance, In the meantime,
other 4lst Division forces were exparid:l.ng west of the landing area, and
patrols reaching the Caldera Ray area reported no enemy contact.
Mercedes to the noriﬁhes.st, Caldere Polnt and Recodo to the northwest
Were seized 13 March. The final push on Pasananca begen on 1 March.
preceded by an.alr and artillery bombardment. The reslstance on all
fronts was stiffening and the daily advances becoming shorter and
shorter. On 17 March the high ground north of San Rogque and west of
Pasananca was secursd. The 1lst Battalion, 186th Irifantry arrived on
19 March from Palawan snd on the 2Lst book its position in the Line.
By 2} March, the Japenese positions in the hills behind Pasanance were
plerced and the mop-up begen., The job of expanding and gonsolidating
positions, coupled with aggreesive patrolling, became the order of the
day. The fanatlcal reslstance of the enemy began disintegrating as
his supply lines and evacustlon routes 1if.a'ere severed, All missions
were reported as complete on 7 April, thus setiing the stage for the
invasion of Mindanao, (13)

THE_INVASTON OF MINDANAO

X Corps reinforced, and the 24th and 31st Infantry Divisions,
wera designated by Eighth Amy as the forces for the V-5 operation.
There were a8 total of 42,754 conbat troops &llocated and these were. -
widely soattered with principal units coming from Leyte, Mindoro and
Mqrotai. R-Day was originally set for 12 April but nonavailability
of assault craft caused a dslay until 17 April, The 2/4th Division
(consisting of the 19th, 2lst aﬁd 34th RCTMs) was glven the assault
mission and the 31lst Division wags scheduled to land on B plus 5. The
Hala.bang area was originally chosen for the landing, but a message
fron guerrilla forces on 12 April steting thet Malabang town and the

(13) a-2, P, 51-56,



airfield were in guerrilla hamds, caused a revision of plans. Sub-
gequently the order was changed to make Pareng, 17 miles to the south,
the ares of assault with an adninistrative landing at Malabang. - The
initial objective was the Parang~Cotabato area, and in addition, a
Juneture with the guerrilla forces In the Malabang area. It was pre-
- dicted that our troops would not meet any sizeabls number .of enemy in
this sector, With this in mind, 1t was felt that the area could be
quiokly secured and established as an advanced base for loglstical
support of the planned actions to destroy the main enemy forces, {14)
Map G, |
During f,he night of 16 - 17 April, the 24th Divislon arrived in
Polloc Harbor, and at 0630 the naval bombardment of Pareng and
Cotabato began. The assault waves deployed on schedule and one
battallon of the 2lst Infantry la.nde-d at Malabang at 0800, The 19th
RCT landed at Parang unopposed and encountered a few enemy stragglers
as they advenced inland, The 2lst ROT (less one battalion) followed
the 19th ROT, with the 34th RCT remaining aflost as Division reserve.
By nightfell a 4,000 yard beachhead had been secured with elements of
the 19th RCT reaching a point 2,000 yards north of the Simuay river,
Patroles of ﬁhe Battalion at Malabang pushed north to the vioinity of
lake lanaso and reported no enemy contact, By R plus 1, the initial
misgion had been accomplished suba.tantially ahead of schedule. Only
~ two casualties had been reported. (15) Map C. |
In order to exploit the initisl successes, 1t was decided to
drive rapidly east and secure the Plkit-Kabakan area, Kabakan is
located astride the Junction of highway No. 1 (eastewest) and highway
No. 3 (Sayre highway) which runs north to the coast. Securing this
Junct.ion would split the enemy, reduce the load on the roads and cut

the enemy's critical communleation lines, Reccnnaissance of the

(%) A-1, P, 18-23; (15) A-l, P. 24-25.
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Mindanao river had establiahqd the feaslibility of using both branches
.au a route of overwater asdvance. This, in addition to lightening the’
load on the already overtaxed highway, would cause a pincer movemsnt
against the eneny., For this river mission, the 2nd Battalion, 2lst
Infantry was attached to the 533rd Enginesr Boat and Shore Regiment.
This force of 1,000 men was divided into two groups and proceesded
independently down both branéheé of the river. Opposition on the
north bfanoh was nil and to the south only very slight, Leading elew
ments were ordered to proceed and join forces at the river fork. Only
scattered resistance was met end by nightfall the forcee was in front
of Lomopog, 4 perimater'wns formed for the night with the gunbdata
deployed in support. (16) Map C.

The 19th RCT, in the meantime, was pushing rapidly eastward over
highway No. 1 which was hardly more than an improved trail. The ensnmy
had m@thbdically destroyed all bfidgea and-the bad road conditions
_nacesaitated supply by air. Gunboats of tha river force were directed
to reconnoiter the. river upstream from Lomopog and foot reconnaisaén&e
waa ordered to determine the condition‘of the road from Paidu Pulangl
to Fort Pikit, Meanwhile, troops were arrivihg to reinforcs the area,
and the 21lst RCT took over the éecurity of the river, The reconnals-
sance patrol& foported the river clear as far as Inogog, just south
of Fort Pikit, and the road clear halfway to Fort Pikit. Plans were
made on 20 April for a two-pronged attack on Fort Pikit, one by land
from the northwest and the other by water from the south.?igﬁsrrilla
estimatef of enemy strength in the vioinity of Fort Plkit was 700.
Both forces moved out at 1100 on 21 April. The town and the fort
wers occupied by our troops at 1600 and it was obvious, from the |

amount of equipment left behind, that the enemy's withdrawal was

(16) Awl, P. 26m27



hasty and unrehearsed, On 23 April the town of Kabakan and the
Junction of highways 1 and 3 were captured by elements of the 34th
RCT, The remainder of the division began olosing in on the Kabakan
aréa with the division command post opening there. Thus anded the
successful overwater drive up the Mindanso and Pulangi rivers. The
Division had advanced 60 miles in seven days, .(17) Map C.

Elements of the 34th RCT on 24 and 25 April wers steadily ad-
vancing East on highway No. 1 toward Digos on the Daveo Gulf, _
Sporadic but ineffective resistance was quickly dispersed in geveral
locations. - Also on 25 April a battalion of the 21st RCT was sent_
north of Kabakan to secura_tho ferry across the Pulangi river. By
26 April the lst Battalion, 34th RCT had advenced to & point within
8 miles of Digos where heavy resistance was e}ioountemd. The enemy
continued to destroy all brid_geb and he was now laying some mines
to impede our progress. The 3lst Division, which landed behinﬁ the ‘

24th Division on D plus 5, took over the security of the supply linesy 1" /™

The 2lst RCT (less one battalion that was guarding the ferry north of
Kabakan) reverted to corps reservs, |

Plb.na were being formulated for exploitation ofl initial successes
by driving north on the Sayre highwsy. In order to have a full corps
in the Kabakan-Devao area the Eigth Arny Commander requested the 1ostn
ROGT (4Oth Divieion) be landed in the Macajelar Bay area to drive scuth
.oﬁ the Sayre highway and the 162nd RCT be brought from Zamboanga to
gﬁard lines of communicstion. These plans were approved by GHQ on
29 April. |

By 29 April, the 34th RCT had almost completed clearing the
Digos area and the 19th RCT had arrived and promptly turned north
toward Davao, followsd by the 2lst RCT. Guerrillas were used to help

. (17) Aed, Po 29-31; A<l3, P, 17-22
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guard the communicetion lines and also secured Talkud Island in
Davao Qulf, Ihtelligenoa sources, including the guerrillas s had
indloated numerocus enemy in the area, and as they had not been
contacted, there was cause for anxlety regarding safety of the
extended commmnication lines. The rapldity of the' advance had

not pérmitted troops to search out and destroy enemy along the
line of advance. With the mopping up of the Digos area, the 24th
Division imdiatély launched a drive up the coasst toward Davao
with the 19th RCT in the lead. Resistance was 1ight and on 2 May the
southern bank:of the Davao river had been reached., The bridge over
the highw;y had been destroyed and was covered by antimaircraft and
artillery fire from the hiils. However, a damaged crossing site
furtﬁer. .llpatream was hastily repaired, a crossing forced, and the
bridgehead secured, The enemy had apparently evacuated his main
forces to the hills but only after they had infested the town with
~ mines and booby t.rsp_s.. On 4 May Davao waa. claared of the enemy but
only after severe and tenacious house to house fighting against
heavy mortar, artillery and small arms fire, Thus fell the last
major city held by the Japaness in the Philipéinea. (18) Map C.

- The 31st Division, consisting of the 124th, 155th and 167th
;RGT':, landed at Parang on D plus 5 and elementes were immediately
':-q__asaignod to guard the 1inoa of communications, The Division, less
the 167th in army reserve, was ro_leasod to X Corps on 23 April and
was directed to proceed to the vicinity of Kabakan, The Japanese
forces to the north were concentrated mainly along and adjacent to
th§ Sayre highway from Damulog to Mecajalar Bay. The largest cone
centrations were known to be in the vioinity of Irﬁpulatao and
‘Malaybalay. Plans had been implemented earlier for the landing

(18) A=13, Ps 24~25; Awl, P, 33«3_6, LBw,9e
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of the 108th RCT in the Macajalar Bay arsa to drive to the south,
Thus we ses that with this pincer movement driving both to the north
| and south, ’t.he Sayre highway would be secured, numerous enemy des-
troyed and his remaining forces aplit., Map C, _

The 124th RCT moved north from Kabskan on 27 April with the inite
ial mission of securing the junction of the Kibawe~Talomo trail, some
50 odd miles north from Kabekan. {Map ¢) Thus began an advance against
the enemy and the terré.in, the iat-ter at times seeming the more potent,
Resistance from the enemy was sporadic and light, accentuated by asmall
. delaying actions for which this terrain was ideally suited, The road
bscame famous foﬁ* its precipitous alopes; its ha:l.rpin_tuma s the june
gle terrain and the rooky gorges. It crossed numerous 'straam. and
t.hg 'enen& exacuted aéma very erfect'ive delaying aotions by _deatrbyu
ing all of the bridges. At one point a cable was strebohed across
a gbrgo and artillery pleces and jeeps were suspended from it and
pulled across, Under the clrcumstances, the advance was rapid, and
on 3 May the ROT was firmly established at Kibawe, having captured
the airfield and established a road block on the Kibawe=Talomo trail.
This almoet complstely isolated the Japaneae in the Davao sector. (19).
(Map C.) N |

| The regiment resumed the advance on 5 May and encountered heavy
resistance just to the south of “I_La_kglj_i.t_l_q.lay from s force estimated
to be LOO=500 Japanesc astride th§ hig{hwa.v in well dug~in positions,
The enemy fought furiously for 5 days during which time our air force
made daily strikes using Napalm and demolition bombe. On 10 May
Maramag strip No. 1 had be@n secured and the enemy had been flanked,
On 12 May the enemy pocket was reduced after a heavy air and artillery
preparation, There ware 350 counted enemy dead. (20)

(19) A=1, P, 3839; A<13, P, 26e27. (20) Ael, P, 39wh0; A=l3, P.27



The 167th Infantrylon 6 May was relieved of its duties as
rear guard by the 162nd Infantry (klst Division), snd moved to

the vicinity of Kibawe, relieving elements of the 155th Infantry
on the Kibawe-Talomo trail, The mission on this trail was (first)
to bloock the Japanese retrsat from the Davao ares to centrsl Mine
~ danso and {second) to secure a possible avenue of attack against
the rear of the Davao defenders, On 10 May the 108th RCT landed
near Agussn on Macajalar Bay and started south. {21) Map C,

On 13 Uay, the 155th RCT passed through the 124th RCT and
advanced on Mara.mﬁg strip No, 2, The strip was secured without
opposition on 14 May and the regiment continuo_d a rapid advance
to the north, Valencia, with its airstrip, wgs taken on 15 May
end this was approximately 20 miles south of Malaybalay where
the enemy was expected to make a firm astand, The X Corps Ge2 |
had definite information that the Japanese were rapidly evacua-
ting supplies and personnel east from the Malaybalay area toward
Silae. Large fires indicated they were burning supplies, installe
ai_siona and bridges ess they retreated, It slso was an mication
that they were no longer capable of offering effective resistance.
Elementas of the 155th Infantry reached the outakirts of Malaybalay
on 20 May and began receiving accurste artillery fire from the
hills to the northeast., By 22 May the town was cleared and the

.Div:l.sion commard poat established there. Leading elomnt_a ooNe
f.inuod the advance north and established contact with elements of
the 108th RCT near Impalutac on 23 May. Map C. :

The landing of the 108th RCT in the Agusan~Bugo area had been

“unopposed and they ime’diatel& étaxjted south on the Sayre hi.gﬁway.
Resistance was light and acatﬁred, the énemy having abandoned many

(21.) A"l, Pl I}O.
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excellent defensive poaitions. By 12 May ihe'Del Monte airfield
had been secured. Heavy enemy fire was received on 13 May as the
RCT approached Mangima Canyon near Tankulan. Patrols found the
canyon td be strongly defended by weapons of all calibers. The
enenmy had organized a stroqg.dafense, surrounded by mines, wire
and booby traps., By maneuver and aggressive action, plus alr
gtrikes and artillery, the canyon was breached and the advance

" to the soubh continued, Dalirig was occupied on 19 May. The 3rd
Battalion (éeinrorced) of the 164th Infantry (Americal Divia;on)
had landed at Agusan on 1l Mgy and was placed in RCT reserve, |
They guarded the lines of communication and assisted in mopping
ups The RCT advanced the remainder of the way to the junetion
with the 31st Division forces without opboaition. (22) Map C.

To prevent any sizeable ofganization or grouping of eneny
forces to the east of the Sayre highway and,to further destroy
them, the 3lst Division, plus the 108th RCT, with the 2nd Battallion
of the 164th Infantry attached, was directed to advanse into eastern
~§9§§EEEE_ffSI§§E?' These drives wars-initiabed on 25 May, at 5
points along the highway, with forcea'oomppged of reinforced
battallone in most instances. Resiatance_;%}all of these drives
varied from none at all to well organized delaying positions. Ad-
vances were élow due to the poor condition of the tralls and the
nature of the terrain, but by 12 June the towns of Silse and Cab=
anglasan were captured, Aggresaive patrolling was the order of
the day for the next few weeks and by the end of June American
troops were withdrawn into the Valencia-Malaybalay area., Guerrilla
reporta; plus information gathered from Bther intelligence sburcen,
indicated that the enem& would attempt to Join his forces east of
the Sayre highway with those retiring south from Surigao Province,

(22) Awl, P, 43465 A=11, P, 140,
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To counter thia, the 155th RCT was moved to Bugo on 19 June, A
battalion was embarked with the mission of landing near the town
'or Butuan on Butuwan Bay and advancing down the Agusan river to the
vicinity of Waloe to prevent this Junétion of enemy forces, The
landing was made on 23 June. (Map C). The Agusan river wes found
to be navigablo so the battalion proceeded south in landing craft
(mechanized,) A base was satablished 61 miles to the south near
_La Paz and was garriéoned by a rifie company. Another rifle com-
pany, in conjunction with guerrilla troops, advanced 10 miles

south and captured Walce on 1 July after overcoming an estimated
fo?ce of 200, This action trapped the enémv remnants in the moun-
tains between the Pulangi and Agusan rivers where they roamed aim-
1e$sly seeking sustenance from the land. Any semblance of organized
resistance in this area was definitely broken. (23) Map C.

As was mentioned earlier, the 167th Infantry relieved the 155th
Ihﬁanﬁry on the KibawewTalomo trail on 10 May 1945. With this re-
11§r bagén one of the most stfongly resisted actions encountered on
the 1sland, The trail.had been previously reconnoitered as far as
the Pulangl river by the 155th Infantry and they stated that it was
pessable for 2% ton trucks. Elements of the 167th Infentry reached
the Pulang! river on lsluay. From this point toward Sanipon the ,
adfance was very slow due to the conditlon of the trall and small
eneny delaying actions, On 16 May the drive came to a virtual stande
atill a mile north of Sanipon where the enemy had preparsd strong
defensive positions on both sides of the river, The Japanese appear-
ed to be w§11 equiped with mach?ne guns, mortars and small arms. The
advance from 16 May to 25 May_w?s measured in yards and on this day

On the 27th the position was oupflanked and the Japanese north of

. o
(23) A=l, P, T0=7h4; A=13, P. 29L31
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Sanipon were quickly dispatched as our troops occupled the town.
Gains were oonsdlidated and enemy pockets eliminated by aggressive
patrolling, By 2 June one battalion had crossed the river and
started east ahd south toward Pinaﬁola agaiﬁaﬁ stiffening resis=
tancq. On 10 June the battalion had advanced to positions about
5,000 yards beyond Sanipon. ,puring the period 10=19 June, even
with the ald of guerrillas, the advahces wara.novar more than 300
yards per day. By 24 June the entire regiment had been pressed
ipto‘sqrvioo and by maneuver had flanked the enemy positions. On
28 June the enemy's will to'résisﬁ waé broken and Pinamola was
ocoupied on 30 June, The advance was hardly 6 hilés in s period
of more th#n 30 days but the mission had been accomplished. Highe
er headquarters had directed earlier that, due to the condition |
‘of the trall and the terrain, the advance would not proceed farw
tﬂeé. Operations in the area continued until the end.of the war,
Prossuﬁa on the enemy was ma;ntainad by constant and aggressive
patrolling. (24) Map C.

- Davao had been razed by enemy demolitions and our own bomb~
133&, as héd the docks and plers, The harbor was blocked by sunk-
"en ships thus making it uselsss as a supply bﬁse. With the fall
Jof Davao on L Ma& began the more difficult task of pursulng the
enemy and destroying him iﬁ the mountains whence he had fled,
Main blows wers directed agailnst the enemy in the Guma area, on
Th};;féég; and in the MintalJTamogaﬁ region west and northﬁast
of Davao. The 19th Infantry spent two weeks mopping up the area
inmedistely to the north and west of Davao, and on the 17th starte
sd northeast on highway No., 1 toward Ising. Here they were to
Join up with guerrilla forces operating in this area. This was
accomplished after an advance of 24 milés against light resistance,

(24) A=10, P. 104=107; Ael, Ps 66w68; A<13, P. 30.
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On 12 May the 162nd RCT L.nd the 3rd Battalion, 163rd Infantry

(41t Division) arrived and assumed responsibility for the lines

of-.com;mnicat.ion in the Davao area, The 2lst and 34th RCT's |

méanwhile had been advancing toward Mintal against atroﬁg regls~

tance, Alr stfikeé and Corps artillery supported these attacks

but the enemy was determined, It was the éame in both'RCT aress

but the main resistance was broken on 12 May and Hintal was cape

tured on 13 May, A push was rapidly started toward Tugbok and

againat wegkening resistance the town was captured e.md completew
I-'ly cleared on 19 May, Sometime later in the day’'the enemy launche
ed three atrona; woell~organized and well-supported fanatical counter
attacks, but each was repulséd. By 29 May, all resistance in the
_ area around Mintal had been broken and' the division was reassembled
for further action, The remaining action was filled with small unit
patrolling and mopping up against varied degrees of sneny resistance,
The 34th RCT relieved the 21st RCT in this area and the latter pre-
pered to olear out the area southwest of Mintal, Later the 19th
ROT Jodned the 34th and together they contimued to the northwest
iith Taﬁogan as their object.i\'re. This town was taken on 2L June and
remaining actione consisted of patrolling and placing ambushes and
road blocks. Anti-aireraft artillery units were uséd to advantage
as infantry and aleo in support of field .artillery during thess
later actions, By 30 June the enemy was thoroughly defested and
broiﬁan up into small wandering bands. (25) Map C,
- cuuﬂtus for the Mindanso campalgn, exclusive of the Zam—

boange Peninaulg,wera ae follows:

Kt}led in action 653
. Wounded in sction . 2,881
Injured 197

(25) A=l P. L8B4
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Migsing in aotion- 6
Died of wounds 102
Total 3,839

The most losses wers suffered by the 24th Division which lost
425 killed and 2,003 wounded. This was due in part to the heavy
and difflcult fighting in the Davao sector and also to the pre=
ponderance of enemy forces in that ares. Enemy losses up to 30
June were 12,535 killed and 512 prisoners taken. During the per-
iod 20 August to 4 November, 328 eneny were killed and 22,441
surréndered. This accounts for_35,815 Japanese casualtles and
prisoners of war., The number buried by Japanese tfoopa; killed
by guerrillas, and those who died of wounds in isclated areas,
'aﬂded to the above, gives a total substantlially in excess of the
original estimate, (26). |

The campalign was officially closed on 30 June 1945 with units
of the X Corps still actively engaged sesking out enemy remnants,
Clashes on a small scale continued until rumors of the Japanese
surrendef-wnre heard on 11 August 1945, ’Thus-wa gee that fighting
waa.in progress at the time of the Japanese surrender, on the island
that was originaily-achedulad to be 1nvaded.firat in our " Return to
the Philippinea,”

Flexibility of plaxé pl@ynd an importént role in the invasion
of Mindanao, both from the higher and lower command level, We have
geen whers the general plan as outlined by GHQ in June 1944 was
changed coneldersbly to speed up the return to the Philippines.

The landing at Parang was originally scheduled for Malsbang and
changed while troqpa.wnre at ses only two days prior to the assault,



The ebility to change over from one plan to another without loss

-of efficiency is commendable,

Dus credit must certainly be given the extremely effective
pre—invssian and pre=assault bombardmgnta by ths Alr Corps and
the Navy in both thes Zamboanga and Parang landings.  The accuracy
and voluma.géitha pre~agsault bombardment at Zamboangs caused
the enemy to withdraw from extensively fortified and dug in posie
tions, This allowed the assault troops to gain footholds oh the
shores with minimum losses and considerably lessened the task of
securing the airfields and Zamboanga tomn. If the enemy had ngt
béen fqﬁced to withdra& from these positions, he would have been
able to inflict heavy casualties on the assauiting troops. At
Parang, although the enemy was fewer in number, the bombardment
helﬁed reduce the will to resist. Both 1aﬁdings ware made with
‘minimum 1qaaes and here we have an sxcellent example of supporte
ing arms really doing a closely coordinated and efficlent job,

It 1s felt that in the lsater phese of the Zamboanga campaign
that maximum utility of the Alr Force was not used in spotting

. and reporting eneny ertillery positions in the hills, These ar-

- tillery pieces, which caused consliderable damage and harasament
to our troops, could have béen given the same treatment as the
landing areas uith proper coordination and control,

It is obvious in the Zamboanga eperation that the U.S.com-
mander had a great_amount of faith in the ability of hié two regle
ments to successfully aaaauix the beach and establish a beachhsad.
The above statement is prompted by the fact that all aveilable

| troops were oommittad on D Day, thus 1eaving no floating reserve
for an emergency. In oriticising this action however, it mst be

_remsmbérad that the 3rd regiment of the division was then in asetion
on Palawan, plus the fact that detailed information of eneiy posi-
tiona and strengths had been previously available from the well
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organized guerrills units,

The enemy was outguessed and outmaneuvered in many instances
in thie campaign. Originally he was led to believe thag;{ihitial
landings would be on Mindanao, When U.8, troops landed on hyte
_and eneny troops needed reinforeing, an abortive attempt was made
to effect this reinforcemsnt with troops from Mindanao, Allled
control of ses and alr almost precluded any enemy daytime move-
ment on land or ses. When the invasion of Mindanao was made, the
enemy had been thoroughly severed from iééﬂaources of supplies; X
thus rendering him much less effediive.

‘The invaslon was made during the rainy season, thus adding
to the normal cbstacles which were many and varied. " The delay-
ing t.acties used by the enemy in impeding our progress included
the thorough and systematic destruction of all bridges, thus
making it impossible for artillery and heavy engineer equipment
to keep in 'su_pport.ing range of the infantry at all times, It
has been estimated that there was one bridge for ewery one and
three quarter miles oflroé.d from Parang to Digos, The heavy
traffic on highyrays No. ) and 3 soon reduced them to. impassable
quagmires in many places, This imposed an almost insurmountable
task on the engineerﬁ. It ié helieved that this situation could
have been partially alleviated by anticlipating the adverse road
and bridge conditions and planning for the early landing of add-
itional supporting engineeras.

In addition to the rains, Mindanao furnishes many and varied
typea. of terrain., The mountains are rugged and the jungles are
almost impenetrable in many plases, and the few open areas are |
relativeiy flat and under cultivation. The enemy utilized these
ﬁerrgin features but not to the maximum extent, At timee the
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terrain was the more efficient enemy anﬁ slowed us down more.
How?ver, in spite of the adverse conditions, the enemy was agg~
‘ressively sought out and puraued,

_Ib is felt that plans could have been more thoroughly pree=
pared in anticipation of the very light enemy resistance and the
rapld sdvance inland. Additional combat troops should have been
made available iniiiall;'to support either a fast or slow advance,
If light resistance was mat; they could be employed to guard the
lines of communication, If the advance met with heavy resistance,
the additional troops could be employed where needed most. It was
not a good morals factor to know that there were many enemy res
" treating into the jungle on both sides of the road, There were
insufficient troops initislly to seek them out or to adequately
guard the communication linea. This deficlency was later correcte
ed by éecuring additional trooﬁs. |

The bright spot of the planning rhase of the operation was
the antieipation of using_the'uindanao river forhlogigtical sup=
port and movemsnt of troops. This énticipated use of the river
prompted_the-incluaion of tho'533d Boat and Shore Rbgiment in the
combat tfoop 1list. The successes ﬁttainad initially were for the
moat part a direct result of having these troops énd their squipw
msnt avallgble, Use df thelriver insured an Qdaquate supply route
and matérially r;duoed the load on the overtaxed highwuy; It also
avoided the necessity for continuous supply by air in the first
phage of the operation._ Having this engineer unit with its many
'bqats ﬁnd landigg.qraft,.qven though navigation on the river wa?
qﬁestionabla, was commendable from its inception, This Engineer
" Boat and Shore Regiment certalply could have been used on other
" important missiona if the river had not been navigable,
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Supply and evacuation by air is becoming more and more impor-
tant as was demonstrated in this Opefation, particularly the Seyre
highway action. The rains during May, plus hesvy traffic, soon
rendered most of the highway and all of the trails impasssble.
Available engineers could not keep abreast of the situstion thus
necesu:l_.tati.ng air supply. The problem did not become acute in this
action due entirely to the avallability of operational airfields in
the immediate vicinity of the action. It would be a relatively
' aimple resegsrch project to find many similar aituations where the
solution was not as simple. '

The Japanese were very eooperative during their retrograde
movements by neglecting to take the time and/or the troubls to
dosf.roy facllities such as piers; public utilities and airfielda.
_Theré .ware mstanoas vhere our planes landed on airstrips only hours
after they were captured, and some were taken intact, The enemy -
also neglected to use the princip% of mass and organization in
depth in hié defense of the island, It 1is be119ved that he could
hmr_o massed the Davao Bay and Malaybalay forces, theresby slowing
down the attacking forces and inflicting a greater number of casuale
ties. The terrain north and west of Davaoc and also that on the Sayre
highway was ldeally suited to defense in depth but rarely did he
use it to the utmost advantage. The deficlencies noted above
materially slded the U.S8. forces in the rapld and systematic des—

truction of the eneny,

Some of the lessons empha\ai'zed by this operation aret

1. The will to resist of any enemy'is materia].‘l.y lessened by
entirely 1solating him from his source of replacementa and aupplies.

2 Properly coordinated and axeout.ad pre-:l.nvasion and pre-
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| aaaault bombardmants by the Navy and Alr Corps materially waak-
en“ a detenders will to reaist.

3. Well organized and properly controlled guerrilla bands
can'render 1nvaluable aasiatanoe as 1ntelligence gathering agencies
both before and after an 1nvasion, and this potontial should be

-exploited fully

b Flgxibility is essential 'regsrdlqgs of the planning
level, | 1 R

5» Sufficlent combat troops should be provided initially
to mop up bjapassad resistance and to guard lines of communication
in fast ﬁbving situations. If the advance is not as fast as
contémplated, the troops can be used to good advantage by assign-
ing them other esgsential missions. o

| 6. Training in night operetions is and will continue to be

of prime impofﬁahca in any operation, and especially so in a
3ungleldperation.

7+ It is becoming more ﬁnd more importent that the infantry-
man receive extensive training 1n the detection and removal of minea
and booby. trapa. _

8. Caves and fortifiad poaitions are difficult and costly to
' taka without the ald of supporting fires,
9, Very careful plans are necessary in estimating the nuzber
| of engineer troops needed for a particular operation. In this Oper'=
. .gtion there were not enough sngineers initially,
~ 10. Navigable_riVQrs_can.bo_used to good advantage for tactical
advance 6f troops and as supply routes,

' 11i - It becomss necessary at times for the infantry to fight

withoutzita artillery and engineer support,

12.: Thére iz no eubstituﬁy ror.indi;idual.and collective

aggressiveness,
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13+ Once the enemy is on the run, pursue him -relentieasly
and break contact only when absolutely necessary,. .
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