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"cargodore™

"barrio™

*banzai®

"carabao®

"peblacion®

"bezooka"

L T2

"Sherman™

-GLOSSARY

Filipino word for personnel engaged in loading
or unloading cargo or supplies, covers all
phazea of handling of supplies in Army term-
inology.

Filipino word for small village or populeted
ares, :

Japanese word meaning & suicidael charge or
counterattack; meaning "may the Emperor live
ten thousand years"™, advancing to death with
the name of the Emperor and his destiny being
shouted, executed for his sske,

Type of cattle indiginous to the Orient, sim-

1lar to our oxen.
Filipino word for town or eity.‘

Army slang for the 2.36 inch rocket launcher,
derived from the instrument handled by the
redio comedian, "Bob" Burms.

Ordnance Depsrtment nomenclesture denoting the

105um Howitzer, self-propelled which is mounted
on the M=7 motor carriage, same chassis as the
M-3 "Grant® medlum tank. |

Army slang denoting the M-4 medium tenk.



THE COPERATIONS OF THE 35YH INFANTRY (25TH INFANTRY
DIVISICN) IN THE PLAINS FIGHTING OF CENTRAL LUZON,
PHILIFPINE ISLANDS, 9 JAWNUARY - 10 FEBRUARY, 1945
(LUZON CAMPAIGN)
(Personal experience of a Regimental S-1)

INTRODUCTION

This monograph covers the operations of the $5th Infantry,
&5th Infantry Division in the Central Plains'fighting, Tuazon,
9 Jenuary - 10 February 1945, during the Luzon campsaign,

In order to orient the reader as to the role and mission
that the 35th Infantry played in these operations, we will go
back to New Caledonia, June 1944.fVFollowing the operations on
Guadalcanal and Vella Lavella (Northern Solomons), and & short
rest period in New Zeeland, the 35th Infantry, 25th Infantry
Division, arrived in New Caledonia in February 1944, Here the
35th Hent through en intensive training program, concurrently
being équippad with the latest fype wegapons - carbines, light
machine guns 1919-4=-6, anti-tank grenaede lasunchers, £.36 inch
rocket launchers end M-7 (selr-propelled 105mm Howitzers) for
the Cannon Company, (The =5%h hed gone through the previous
~ campaligns equlpped as they were on Oahu, T.H, on 7 Deecember
1941) |

In the trsining phase, all personnel of the Regiment
hed to learn and perfect the art and methods of fighting in
open terrain, nhich was a new and radical departure from the
jungle Tighting in previous campaigns, where the most elemen-
tary camouflage was necessary and where any great degree of
mobllity was impossible. They were accustomed to fighting
under the most difficult condltions, but the tacties involved
in warfare over open, relatively flat terrain were outside
their practical experience. They had to learn camouflage,
motor movements, to fight for roads instead of trails, and how
to fight in villéges and towns. (1)

{l) ‘.“1, Pede
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During this period, the 35th was alerted for combat in
June for the Kavieng, New Irelend operation, and in September,
for the Leyte-Samar operation; but, due to changes in the tac-
tical situation and difficulties in shipping logistics, they
were relieved from these committments, In November 1944, the
25th Infantry Division received Field Order 34, from Headf
guarters Sixth Army, which committed the Division to Army-re-
serve afloat for the initial Luzon lending, scheduled for
9 January 1945, (8)
Field Order 1, Headquarters 25th Infentry Division,
25 November 1944, assigned the following mission to the 35th
Regimental Combat Team: (35th Infantry; 64th Field Artillery
" Battelion; Company C, 65th Engineer Combat Battalion and
Collecting Company B, 25th Medical Battalion)
"a, 35th Regimentel Combat Team prepared:
(1) To reinforce the 158th RCT in objective
area on S4.° |
(2) Initially in Division Reserve afloat, to
land in zone of action of either the I or
XIV Corps when ordered by CG 25th Infantry
Division at any time between S/2 end S£4," (3)
After a short, intensive period of amphibious and phys-
ical conditioniﬁg training, the 35th embarked, combat losded,
6n three APAs end one AKA, at Noumea on 14 December 1944. The
convoy sailed 17 December for Gugdalcanal, whera on 21-22 Decem-
ber a practice amphibious landing was executed, The convoy next )
sailed for Manus, Admiralty Group, where Lt msde rendezvous with
-the Navy covering force and spent New Year's, 29 December 1944 -
2 Jenuary 1945. The convoy then sailed for Lingayen Gulf, Luzon
and arrived 11 Januvary 1948, two ﬂays after the initial landing
by Sixth Aymy's I and XIV Corps. 4s the ships anchored off
White Beath Three (Sen Febilen)}, word was received from CG Sixth
(2) a-2, p.4; (3) a-2, p.8.
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Army, relieving the 25th Infentry Division of all previous

missions, and ordering it to land and await further orders. (4)
This marked the end of & period, during which the 35th

Infantry covered 5300 miles and spent 26 days afloat in the

cramped quarters of combat loaded iransports,

THE GENERAL SITUATION _
48 part of the Allied strategy in the Pacifie, the U,S,

Sixth Army, under General Walter Krueger, lended in the Lin-
gayen Gulf area of Luzon on 9 January 1945 with two Corps a-
breast, I Cérps onr the left and XIV Corps on the right., The
XIV Corps turned South and started for Manila againsf light
resistance; the I Corps, with the 43rd Division on the left
and the 6th Division on the right, pushed to the southeast on
the left flank of XIV Corps, (See Map A)

As the Sixth Army's drive to the scuth'gaineﬂ'mcmantum
agalnst light opposition, 1t beeame apparent that the Jepanese
d@d not contemplate & defense éf the Central Plains, but were
1éaving only suleidal delaying forcses while withdrawing in
strength to the lower Cordillera Mountains end ths approaches
té Baguio end the Cagayen Valley, (See Map 4)

This decision on the part of the enemy %o hold the
mountainous regions on the left flank of the Sixth Army zone
of action, put them in a position to lsunch a major counter-
attack almost at will, as the drive for Manila progressed. On
16 January, the 25th Infantry Division (less 35th RCT) was re-
lieved from Army reserve and assigned te I Corps to assist in
the mission of securing the Sixth Army's wvulnerable flank, (5)

B35TH _INFANTRY IN ARMY RESERVE
11 - 28 JANUARY 1945
By 1330, ll January, the 35th Infantry had landed on

White Beech Three and closed in its initial assembly area.
(4) A-2, p.12; (5) A-3, D.97.
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4% 1400, the Regiment (=3rd Bn & Co &) moved out or a nine

mile march to the bivouac area at Baloling; which proved to be
quite a\hardship for troops that had been cooped up for 26 days
in cramped quarters sfloet, with little or no limbering up
exercisea., The 3rd Battalion, reinforeed by Company A, remained
on White Beach unloading cargo for the Division. By 1900, the
Regiment {-) was in the bivousec area amd an all-around perimeter
established. To the Regiment*é veterans, whose previous ex-
perience had taught them %o assume that all planes heard were
enemy and to act accordingly, it was unususl and pleasant to
know that these they heard this night were friemdly. ()

From 12 to 16 Jsnuary, the 35th dispatched patrols to the
\East and south; while additional units from the lst and 2nd
Battalions were sent back to augment the 3rd Battalion's
"eargodore" work onm White Beach. During this period, Anti-
tank and Cannon Compsnies, Company C 65th Engineer Combat Bat-
talion and the 64th<Fieid Artillery Battalion were placed under
direct control of the Division OGommander,

On 16 Januery, the 25th Infantry Division (~-35th Inf) was
relieved from Army reserve and passed to control of I Corps with
the mission of seizing.the Pozzorrubio - Binalonan - Urdaneta
Highway. The 35th remained in Army reserve, with the 3rd and
lst Battalions on White Beach and the 2nd Battalion alerted for
any mission that might arise. (See Mep B)

On 18 January, the 2nd Battalion moved out with the
mission of destroying & small pocket of Japanese resistance at
Pao, by~passed by the 1l6lst Infantry in their advance to the
east. This nmission was completed by 1400 and the 35th had in-
flicted and suffered 1ts first casualties and captured its

first prisoners of the Luzon cempaizn. (See Map B)
On 19 - 20 Januery, the 35th (-3rd Bn, Co C & Co E) moved
to Menoag and set up a perimeter defense of the town., It was

(6) &-1, p.9.



here for the first of meny times, thet the Z5th with the as-
sistance of P,C.4,U. {Philippine Commonwealth &Ldministrative
Unit) ceme in contact with the probiem of earing for esnd feed-
ing the large numbers of Filipinos moving back into the large
towns in the wake of our sdvancing troops, The %ask of restor-
ing order and getting the wheels of municipal government turn-
ing again was e hard one, as all previous officials were sus-
pectghs collaborationists and had to be removed., The mechanics
of thie operation were performed by P.C.&.U., but it was neces-
sary for the 35th to supervise and exercise control over both
the local citizenry and the P.Q.A.U. personnel. |

(*) (See Map B)

From 18 to &8 January, intensive patrolling was executed
to the northeasf and east, On the 25th all the units, except
Company L, on “cargodhre?kduties &t White Beach were relieved
end returned to Regimentel control at Mencag. OCompany L re-
mgined at White Beach until the 28%h when 1t rejoined the
3rd Battalion at San Leocn. (7) (See Map B)

On 28 January, the 35th Infantry waé relieved from Army
reserve and reverted back to Division control.

Prior to this period, the 16lst RCT had seized Binslonan
and Sen Manuel; the latter being a bitter batile between Amer-
icen Infantry and Japanese Armored forces which resulted in 800
enemy dead end 45 medium and light tanks and four 70mm and 1Ocm
ertillery pieces destroyed or captured. {8) (See Map B}.

The 27th RCT, in i%s zone of action, had secured the
Binalonan - Urdaneta Highway, seized Asingany crossed the Agno
River and seized Santa Maria on the east bank, While the lélst
RCT wes engaged at San Manuel, this left the 27th RCT with an
exposed flank, so the Division Commender ordered them %o with-
draw to the west bank of the dgno to narrow the already large
g8p hetween the two RCTs and straighien out the Division line.

(9) (See Map B)

(7) a-1, p.8,10,11; (8) A4-8,p.24; (9) a-2, p.25; (*) personal
knowledge. e
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It had become evident,that the Japanese delaying forces
B in the Gentral Elainé consisted of elements of the 2nd Armored
':5Division. Thisspiecemeal comml ttment had been forced on General
EIYamaShita by the transfer of other Japanese foreces to the Leyte

front in 1944, {10)

MANOAG TO TUMINGAN, 28-30 JANUARY 19495

On 27 Jsnuary 1945, the Commending General I Corps had
redesigneted the Division zone of action. The Division was
ordered to hold all groundé north of the Agno River in the
Asingen - San Manuel area with cne ROT (16lst) until relieved
by the Eand Infantry Division, and to attack to the east and
southeast and seized the line Lupao - Munoz(excluded).

(See Map B)

The 27th RCT and the 35th RCT, on the right, jumped off
at 0800, 28 Jenuary. The 27th had the mission of cutting the
Rosales - San Leon - Umingen road at Pemienta and setting up a
roadblock, and moving into position to attack Umingan; the 35th
with the mission of advancing along both sides of the Rosales -
San Leon road and slso moving into position to attack Umingan,
The Division Reconnalssance Troop screened the right flenk by
patrolling to Lupao, Sen Isidro, San Jose andIMunoz maintaining
eontact with the 6th Infantry Division on the right flank,

(11) (See Map B) |

At 0500, 28 January, the 3rd Battelion moved by truck from
Menoag to Asingan, crossed the Agno River by ponton bridge to
Santa Maria, and the south %o Rosales, ¥rom Rosales a moiorized
patrol had been sent along the Rosales - Sen Leon - Umingan road
and had found San Leon unoccupied; so the 3rd Battalion con-
tinued to a point 1000 yards west of San Leon, where the road
became impassable to motor vehieles, The 3rd Battalion de-
trucked and ﬁmrehed into Sﬁn Leon, setting up & perimeter on

{10) Statement of Major Charles F. Brewster Jr,, S-2, 35th
Infantry in January 1945; (11) A-2, p.25.
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the northeast edge of the town, (%) (See Msp B)

The lst Battalion meanwhile had moved from Manoag to
Asingan by motor, detrucked and marched to Sante Meria and then
gsouth to San Matias whers they bivouascked for the night.

The 2nd Battalion marched from Manoag to Senta Maria apd
established a perimeter as security for the Division Command
Post and to act as Division reserve. The 35th Commend Post
moved and set up in its new location &t San 4lfonso. (*) |
(See Map B)

On 29 January, the 3rd Battalion continued 1ts advancs
with Company K patrolling along the railroad from San Leon to
San Qpintin, across the lst Battalion's zone of advance; and
Company L patrolled southeast to the Casilen River. Company I,
meking the main effort, advanced along the San Leon - Umingan
roed with the mission of securing Gonzales. At 0830 Company I
made contaet with a smsll Japanese delaying force at San Isldro;
after a short fire fight, involving machine guns and mortars,
the Jepanese withdrew and Company I continued ita advance, By
1545, advence elements of the ocompsany reached Gonzeles and came
under mechine gun and morter fire from the Bast, which proved to
be a Japanese tank supported by a platocon Or =80 of infantry,
which withdrew during the night, By 2000 all companies of the
3rd Battalion had closed in the vicinity of Gonzeles and dug-in
for the night., (*) - (See Map B)

The morning of the 29th found the lst Battalion with a
6000 yard gsp between its right flank gnd the 3rd Battalion.
The Battalion advanced slowly.to the southeast, over fiat ter-
rain'cut by many small stresms, with the primery objective of
catching up to the 3rd Battaliog. Extensive patrolling was
neceasary on the right flank to flush out the Japanese patrols
operating between the two battalions. Company €, 65th Engineer
Combat Battalion acdompanied the lst Battalion, constructing a
"dozer"” roed along the Battalion's line of mafch,ﬁ#t times the

(*) personal knowledge . g -



legd bull-dozer was operating with the advance guard of the
Battalion. The unfordable Bashill River, which flowed across
the route of advance, proved to be an obstacle until the Eng-
inesrs constructed é crossing passable for vehicles. DBy night-
fall, fhe 1st Battalion had advanced to a line running froﬁ
Lga Paz on the right, northwest across the Bahlili River to
Salvador, without meeting any orgenized resistance, (*)
(See Map B) |

On 30 January the 3rd Battalion, with Company L leading,
was given the mission of securing the high ground souiheast of
Carided, By 1400, this plece of key terrain had been occupied
and strong pastrols were sent probing towards Umingen and to the
east, The 1st Battalion continued to the southeast, meeting
scattered Japanese patrols, and by nightfall was astride the
San Leon - Umingan road, from Senta Maria to Caridad. (*)}

(See Map B)

27TH INFANTRY AT PEMIENTA

Heanwhile,the 27th RCT hed sdvanced southeast and occcupied
Ballgayen, then along the trail running through the small barrios
of Buenavista and Esperanza and south to the junetion with the |
San Leon - Umingen roed, 600 yards west of Pemienta, without
any contaet with the enenmy.

At 1300, 29 January, the advance guard of the lst Battalion
27th Infaentry, advancing eagt on the San Leon - Umingan road,
made contact with the enenmy ih Pemienta. The 1lst Battalion
immediately deplcoyed and attacked,.and by 1800 had oecupied
three-fourths of the barrio, at which timexthe troops dug in
for the night, Two roadblocks were established, one 800 yards
west of the barrio, with three 37mm AT guns facing west; and
the other block on the Western edge of the "barrio™, with thrqe
37mm AT guns facing east., (12) (See Map C)

{12) 4-2, p.26; (*) peérsonal knowledge.
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From 1915 to 1945, 29 January, Japanese artille¥y and mor-
tars from Umingan subjected the 1lst Battalion perimeter to in-
tense and accurate fire which reached an intensity of 5? rounds
per ninute; this fire continued intermittently through' the rest
of the night, 4t 2000, the first roadblock destroyed iwo Jap-
enese tanks approaching from the west, but due ﬁg inereasing
enemy fire and expenditure of all ammnnitioﬁigg;e forced to
withdrew, While this was taking place, the second roadblock
shifted their guns to face west and added an M~7 (10Smm Howltzer
SP).to face the threat of further attacks from the west, (13)
{See Map C} |

At 2345, an snemy motorized column, advancing esst on the
Sen Leon - Umingan road, passed through the vacated first blook
and approached the second block., As the column approached the
block, fires from the 37mm AT guns, the M-7 and "Bazookas", as
well as normal and emergency barrages of the Division artillery,
were brought down upon 1it,. |

The lead wehicles were hit and caught fire Halting the
entire column on the road; for the next four hours the battle
continued with the Jepanese unlimbering lQ0cm howlizers and
bringing point blank fire on the Battalion®s posltions. Small
groups of Japanese made “banzei" charges continuously until
0430, 30 Januery, at which time contact waa'broken and the
Japanese withdrew, leaving the wreckage of 44 tracked, semi~-
tracked and wheeled vehicles and 123 dead on the road. (14)
(See Mgp C)

On 30 January, the 27th RCT was ordered tc,continue the
advence on Umingean, with the mission of cutting the San Quintin -
Uningan road and moving into position to attack Umingan from

the northwest. {15) (See Map B)

UMINGAN, 31. JANUARY - 2 FEBRUARY 1945
Field Order 8, 25th Infantry Division, 30 Jenuary 1945

(13) A-2, p.26; (14) A-2, p.26; (15) A-3, p.27.
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gave the 35th RCT tﬁ§ mission:
“Gontiﬁué fhe advance, cut Uﬁingan -~ Lupao Boad
block hostile forces from Southeast and ﬁorthwsst.“
All troop movements were to be at night, (16)

At 1900, 31 Janusry, the lst Battalion moved out on a
slxteen mile e:oss-country march, southeast to the Karayogan
River, then east to the Umingan - Lupao roed. By 1100, 1 Feb-
ruary, roadblocks were established &t Masiil-Siil and San Roque,
thereby cutting off the Japanese garrison at Umingan from Te-
treating to or receiving reinforcements from Lupao.  (*)

(See Map B) |

The 3rd Battalion followed the lst Battalion, meintaining
contact by patrols, and went into an assembly area 1500 yards
southeast of Umingan, astride and blocking the secondary road
t0 Umingen, (*) (See Map B)

Ammunition supply was & criticel factor on the advance;
the lst Battalion having to break trail for the entire sixteen
miles, was unable to use any transportation, The 8lum Platoon
was stripped down to two mortars and all persoﬁnel of the plat-
oon, plua the A &‘P Platoon, carried mortasr ammunition. The
Machine Gun Platoons had to hand-carry their weapons and am-
munition; and, being unable to take along the 37mm AT guns,
extra 2.36" rockets were cerried by all units of the Battalion,.

Company C, 65th Engineer Combat Basttalion followed close-
1y behind the lst Battalion, laboring all through the night,
and by 0800, 1 February hed constructed a rcad by heand that
would take vehicles up to £ ton.

The 2nd Battelion, still under Division control, on the !
night of 30-31 Jenuary had marched from Santa Marie to Genzales.
On the night of 31 January - 1 February, they marched oross-
country and went into position astride the Umingan - Lupao
road north of Masiil-sSiil, (*) (See Map B)

(16) 4-1, p.13; (*) personsl knowledge.
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At 0700, 1 February, & 2nd Battalion roadbloek on the
Uningan ArLﬁpao road proved the effectiveness of the 37mm can-
nister shell againsf personﬁel; A group of 23 Japanese soldiers
in column of two were advancing south on the Umingan - Lupao
road, driving several head of cerabeo shead of them. The 37mm
gun crew let the animals pass and then fired two rounds of
cannister at point blank range. The result was both gratifying
snd effective, 20 dead and 3 mortally wounded.,  (*)

Intelligence reports indicated the Japanese would defend
Umingan in strength, with a force estimated at 500 men., They
had prepared fortifications to defend against an attack from
any or all directions utiliziﬁg a coﬁcanfration of anti-tank
weapons, with emphasis on shifting of suprerting weapons, to
cover any secitor for e concentration of firepower, (17}

On 1 February, the 27th Infantry, following an air strike
and artillery preparstion, attacked Umingan:from the northeast
and northwest employing itwo battalions abreast, The lst EBate
- talion on the right reached a point 250 yards from the
"poblacion®™ before the artillery barrage lifted, dbut could ::
meke no further progress due %0 intense 47mm, machine gun end
rifles fire., 4n effort was made to employ tanks, but this
proved impractical due %o the boggy condition of the rice
paddies, The 3rd Battalion atﬁacking south astride the San
Quintin - Umingan rocad advanced to within 150 yards of the
"barrio" of Nancalabasan, before being pinned down by intense
eneny fire, This battalion continued %o make limited gains
throughout the day end reached the edge of Umingan before
digging in for the night, The 2nd Battalion, initially in re-
serve, was committed as the 1nterior battalion in the attack;
after meeting stubbofn resistance, they located & covered
approach into the "poblacion™ through & creek bad on the left
flank of the lst Battalion. By nightfall, a penetration into

(17) A-2, p.25; (*) perscn&l:knowledge.
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Umingan had been accomplished. *(18) {See Map'D)
A%t this time, the Division Commander ordered the 35th
Infantry to use two battalions in a coordinsted sttack from the
| south and southeast, 4 patrol from the 3rd Battalion had en-
téred Uningen from the southwest and found that the Japanecse
had prepared positions in the Southern sector of the ®poblacion,
jsithnnsm £hese’were lightly held, as most of the Japanese were
concentrated in the Northern.sectqr opposing the 27th Infantry.
The lst and 2nd Battelions of the 27th were ordered to maintain
pressure to their front until contect was made with the 3rd
Battaiion of the 35th; the 3rd Battelion of the 27th was to con-
tinue the attack from the northeast. (13) (See Map D)

The 2nd Battalion, relessed from Division control, was
ordered fo move‘that night baeck to a line of deperiure 1500 yards
southeast of Umingan and attack at 0800, 2 Fébruary. During
this move they @ere attacked by an estimaied company of the
enemy; this opposition was repulsed after a short engsgement
end the surviving elements by-passed. (20} (See Map D)

The 3rd Battalion wes ordered to mova'to_a line of de-
parture south of Umingan and attack the Westernm half of the "pob-
lacion®™ from the south at G730, 2 February. {*) (See Map D)

On 2 February, the 2nd and 3rd Battalions jumped off on
schedule against light resistance;‘ﬁy 0930 they had occupled
the Southern half of Umingan, with the Japanese crowded into a
narrow sector‘between the 27th and 55th\ih the Northefn hslf,
The major problem here, was the coordination of fires between
the 27th and 35th, as the gep between regimentis was only 200
yards in some places and morter and machine gun fires from all

' sides were concentrated on the Japanese, By 1000, the Japanese
resistance B conteined by the 27th in the Northwest portion of
the towﬁjyahe Zrd Battalion, having established contaet with
the 1st Battalion of the 27th, was relieved. The 2nd Battaliom

(18) 4-2, p.28; (19) 4-2, p.28; (20) 4-1, p.13; (*) personal
knowledge. - 14 -



was relieved later in the morning, leaving the 27th to finish
mopping up isolated pillboxes and small pockets of enemy re-
sistance in the cemetary and the srea south of it, (21)
(See Map D)

Here for the first time, we met determined resistance by
Japanese units other than the 2nd Armored Division. Umingan
was defended by the 5rd Battelion, 26th Independent Mixzed Reg-
iment and the 2nd Company, 63rd Infantry, 1lOth Infantry Division.
Prior enemy sction had consisted of delaying sctions by scattered
elements of the 2nd Armored Divisibn. The Japanese motorized
column, destroyed at the Pemienta roadblock, consisted of one
tank company and tWo battéries of self~propelled artillery from
the 2nd Armored Division proceeding to Umingan as reinforcements,
Had this column reached Umingen that night, they would have had
ample time %0 dig in their tanks and artillery pieces, thus
meking a formidable addition to the defenses. (2la) (¥*)

'LUPAO, 2 - 8 FEBRUARY 1945

The fall of Umingan and the relief of the 2nd and 3ra
Battalions peved the way for the 35th Infantry's attack on Lupso,
During the assault on Umingan, the lst Battalion had mainteined
a bloek astride the Umingan - Lupao road, south of Masiil-Siil;
prepared to launch the attack on Lupac when ordered. (See Map B)

Lupac was located along the Umingan - San Jose road at
the junction with the secondary road from Munoz. The "poblacion®™
was surrounded by rice paddies with bamboo grovea and heavy
thickets along the outer edges. (22) {506 Msps B & L)

4 word about rice paddies. They are Normandy hedgerows
in minigture, About fifty feet to @ side, they are all st dif-
ferent levels to facilitate flooding; dikes a foot thick,’sun-
bhaked to the hardness of brick and covered by grass, seﬁarate
lihég, Cover was excellent for fifty feet, but you had to climb
over the dike to gat to the next bli of cover! Japeanese fire

{21) A-8, p.88; (2la) 4~8, p.28; (22) A-1, p.15; (*) personal
knowledge. \ - 15 =



was sited to cover the tops of these dikes, with the natursl
results., The whole area was as flat as a pool table, and grad-
uated down from the town, with mo plece from which the attacking
forces could observe, 411 the adventage was with the defenders.
{23) (See Map E)

Lupac was considered to be s minor point in the Japsnese
network of defenses protecting Highwey #5, their main escape
route from Manila to the Bagulo and Cagayen Valley areas. The
Japanese strength wes thought to be concentrated at ﬂmingan, San
Ipidro and Sen Jose. Intelligence obtained from civilians and
Guerrilles indicated that the {town wes held by a company of
Infantry and thres or four companies of tanks, (24)

{See Map B)

Fleld Order 2, 35th Infantry, 2 February 1945, directed
the IsﬁfBattalion not only to advance immediately to seize and
secure Lupao by 1800, & February, but to send pstrols to ths
south, reconnoiter for a road to the east and establish a block
on this road., The 2nd Battalion was to follow the lst Battalion
to reach San Roque by dark, and the 3rd Battalion was ordered
to move to Masiil-Siil as Regimental reserve, (25) (See Map B)

On the sfternoon of 2 February, the lst Battalion, B Company
lesding, Jumped off and mede excellent progress until it ran into
heavy fire from machine guns, moftars and light artillery. These
éame from a small barrio north of Lupao proper, bordered by a
copse of wocds running vertical to the rcad., Later investigation
revealed tpat the strong point of this erea was & 15 foot erosion
~ditch, fully exploited both for cover and concealment., 4 70mm AT
gun wes in. the center, commsnding the road from San Roque for
500 yerds; this was reinforeced by a 75mm Mountain gun and a 47mm
AT gun; Supporting riflemeh and machine guns were dug in for
500 yards to the left, The right flank was secured by two dug-
in tanks across the road, The Battalion withdrew at dark, and
artillery end mortar fire was leid on the enemy positions, knock-
ing out the 75mm AT gun, (26) (See Map E)

(23) a-1, p.15; (24,25,26) A-1, p. 15-16.
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On 3 February, the lst Battalion resumed the attack but
was unable to ﬁake any further progress. The 3rd Battalion
was ordered to cut around the east flank of Lupso, ocut the
Lupac - San Jose road, '‘and prepare to attack from the south;
this envelopment was completed by 1400. Engineer bull-dozers,
operating with the advance guard of the Battalion, constructed
a dozer road to facilitate the advence. That night, the 1st
Battalion again withdrew %o permit heavy artillery end 4.2 inch
mortar fire t0 be brought down on the enemy positions, It was
apparent that the Japanese were concentrated in the northern
sector of the "poblacion". (*) (See Map E)

On the morning of 4 February, the 3rd Battalion attacked
from the_fiouth with I anrd X companies abreast. This attack was
to draw the Japanese down from the north, permitting the lst
Battalion %o continue the attack, three hours later, against a
supposedly weakened position, Here was an under-sstimate of
the enemy capabilities, ss we shall see later. (*)

I and X Companies, closely following en artillery barrage,
were able to advance 200 yards bafore being pinned down by fire
from six camouflaged tanks; 1t seemsd &s 1f every hut and thicket
concealed a %tank, After suffering heavy casuaslties, both com-
panies withdrew beck to their lins of departure, under the
protective fire of the artillery and mortars, At 1800, the same
attack was repeated, and this time was more successful as both
companies gained the edge of the town, before digging in for the
night, (27)

L Compeny was initielly in reserve, with the lst Flatoon
providiﬁg protection for the forward Command Post. A4t 0900 a
Japenese tank broke through and, ‘though hit by 37mm fire, over-
ren one AT gurn before being finally knocked out by Captain Fair,
L Company Commender, with a "bazooka". The rest of the company
was committed to the flank and rear protection of the Battalion;

(87) A-1, p.l6; (*) personal knowledge.
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so 1t was necessary to bring up E Company to keep the bull-
dozer road open for supplies'and evacuation., (28}

The lst Battalion's attack was delayed by a Japanese
- eounter-attack, spearhecaded by threp tanka; this attack was
repulsed by 1130 and the attack aoatimwed with 4 and C Companies
abreast, B Company was in position astride the dry stream-bed
end irrigation eanal, securing the left flank of the Battalion.
4 Company attacking along the road was st0pped at the edge of
the "barrio”™ by heavy tank and machine gun fire; C Company having
maneuvered arcund south of the ™barrio”, knocked out three tanks
loaded with troops, before withdrawing to position in line with
A Company, due to expendiiure of all "bazookae™ ammunition.  (*)
(Seé Map E) | o

Obviously, the Japanese were not going %o be tricked into
-weakening their defense at the North end of Lupao. The next step,
then, was to hit them still harder from the south. The Znd Bat-
talion moved around by the bulldozer road to 8 line of departure
or the right of the 3rd Battalion, ready to attack by 1300, 5
February, (29} {See Map E}

At 0845, 5 February, the 3rd Battalion had jumped off after
. a five minute artillery preparation, with I, K and L Companies
abreast, I and K Companies, supported by M-7s and Sherman tanks,
advanced 200 yards before being pinned down by the fire from six
cemouflaged, dug-in tanks, two of which were knocked out by the
'M-7s and Shermens., L Compasny, on the left, rean into tenks and
sﬁpporting machine guns and riflemen hefore crossing their line
of departure, After heavy fighting they reached the school house
astride the Munoz road, having suffered casualties including the
compeny ccmmander. The 2nd Battalion attacked at this time, with
G Compeny pessing through K Company. Both battalions coniinued
the attack and, by nightfsll, had occupied the Scuthern half of
the "poblacion", (*) (Ses Map E)
(28) a-1, p.1l7; (29} a-1, p.17; (*) personal knowledge.
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The lst Battalion attempted to continue the attack, but
with the Japanese defense as strong as ever, they could make no
progresa, For the rest of the battle, the lst Battalion con-
tained the enemy with a holding attack. (30)

On 6 February the 2nd and 3rd Battalions continued the
attack at 0730, with E and G Companies abreast on the right of
the road, and I end L Companies abreast on the left. By 1000,
both battalions had reachsd the last road before the North edge
of Lupao, after knocking out tem tanks., 4s there were sirong
' Japanese positions in the woods north of the "poblacion", the
battalions withdrew several hundred yards to allow artillery
concentrations to be brought down on the Japanese; following
this, the work of finding and knocking ouﬁ the dug-in tanks
continued until nighifall, when the battelions dug in for the
night, Tanks could be heard moving all during the night.
Harassing fire by 4.2 mortars and artillery was used on the
Jepanese positions ell that night, (31) {See Map E)

The morning of the 7th was spent in patrolling, trying to
loecate the concealed tanks and the approaches to them, Three
Shermans and two M~-7s had been attached to each battalion, and
the entire dey was devoted to tank huntingﬁ;ay nightfall, ten
more tanks had been knocked out and the battalions dug in for
the night with little or no gain from the previous day's
positions, (32)

During this day's action, & crew member of an M-7 per-
formed an act of heroism beyond ihe call of duty. The L-7 was
advancing down a street to engage an enemy tank, when 1t was
caught in the cross-fire of another tank and a 47mm AT gun; the
M~7 sustalnsd seven direct hits through the front and side armor,
two of them HE-AT, killing or wounding the driver and five crew
members, The sole, unwounded survivor, although ordered to
leave the li-7, jumped down into the driver's seat and, sitting

(30,31,32) A-1, p.18; (*) personal knowledge.



‘on the decapitatea body of the driver, backed the vehicle out
of the line of fire, (*)

The night of 7-8 Februsry saw the c¢ollapse of the organ-
ized resistance in Lupso, Eleven Japanese tanks attampted to
break.out through the 35th Infantry*s lines; six were destroyed
and flve broke through B Company*s lines and reced for the root-
hills, esst of Lupao, where they attempted to sheil our positions
but were unsuccessful, due to their inability to sufficiently
depress their tank guns, These tanks were later found, deserted
by their crews. (33) ' See Map E)

4% 1000, 8 February, both battalions continued mopping up
the remaining enemy positions and, by 1015, econtact was made
between G and B Companies, A4t 1130, the town of Lupao was de-:
clared secure by the Regimental Commander, Solonel Stanley R,
Lersen. 4s a climex, an Americen flag, which had been secreted
in the Municipal Bullding of Lupao during the Japanese occupg-
tion, was hoisted at noon over the town square., (34)

The 35th Infentry lost ninety-six killed and two hundred
and sixty-eight wounded; the Japanese lost 842 killed, 33 tanks
and 3 artillery pieces destroyed. The estimate of the Japanese
strength in Lupao was in error, as evidenced by the following
units identified:

3rd, 4th and 6th Co's, 10th Tank Regiment
2nd Company, 7th Rank Regiment
éth Company, 2nd Armored Division Meint, Unist
Elements of 2nd Mobile Infantry Regiment
Elements of 2nd Armored Division Engineers. (55)
4n asppreclation of the mission perfored by the 35th Inf-
antry at Lupao is expressed in part, in the letter from Mejor
Generel Innis P, Swift, Commanding General I Corps:
"In this operation the destruction of a large
number of tanks and other vehicles, and the annihil-

(33,34) 4~1, p.1l9; (35) a-2, pPe3l.
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ation of enemy forces possessing many automatic weapons
was accomplished under difficult conﬁitioﬁs by infentry
troops. This reflects a high state of training, skill,
and confidence in the use of orgenie infantry wespons,"

(36)

ANATYSIS AND CRITICISM

In analyzing the operations of the 35th Infantry, three
distinet faets stand out from the mass of comments that can be
made about the operation as & whole.

The Japenese, although failing to employ thelr 2nd Armm-
cred Divigion intact in the early stages of the campaign, did
employ elements of the Division irm a series of skillful, well
executed delaying setions, Their use of dug~in tanks’ and sup-
porting weapons, mutuelly supporting and massed in depth, at
Lupac, was an excellent example of the doctrine and principles
of defense., Throughout the campaign on the Luzon Plains, their
skillful employment of numerically inferior forces in well-
organized defensive positions, delayed the advance of two of
our divisions suffieiently to allow the escape of some of their
forces north from Manila and construetion of defenses in the
Caraballo Mountains, guarding the approeches to the Cagayen
Valley.

f A major criticism of our trcoops, was the lack of and
}lfailure to properly utilize reconnaissance., Boih st Umingan
.and Lupao, the failure to determine the location and extent of
the Japanese defensive positions caused needless casualties in
many Instences,

The last criticism 1s the failurgqto employ Napalm bombs,
which were available, g;ltgg-suppq:ting Air Forces to burn out

the bemboo groves at Lupao,méhus exposing the tank positions; as
was done very successfully in all remaining battles of the

Luzon Campaign,
(36) 4-1, p.6l. - 21 -



LESSONS

Some of the lessons eﬁphasizeé by these operations are:

1. The.efrects of & long period aboard transporis, with-
out exercise, is detrimental to the physical condition of troops.
Had the 35th Infantry been committed to combet, initial;y upon

landing, thelr poor physicel condition would have baon'disas-
-treus:

2. In smphiblous landings, the failure ic provide suf-
ficient nurbers of service itroops piéces a-burden on the com-
bat troops, in having to furnish a large portion of their forces
ror “cargodore” duties on the beach, over an extended periocd of
time.

e -ﬂhax.EpVeloping meneuvers of troops at nighz, if skill-
fully executed, can effect one of the Principlea of War, that
of surprise.‘ -

: 4; T!ut‘jhorough reconnaissance prior to end during
battle is of the ufmbst importance,
o ‘5. $h&%hfhe Infantry - Tank fighter team, when closely
coordinated in muta;iwggbgari; ean be effective in close-in
fighting against strong enemy defenses.
- "We. Th&agfhe 37mm AT gun does not heve sufficient punch
against medium %anks except at minimum range.

"?; Shet fhe AT rifle grenade and "bazooka™ 1s not effee~

B

tive against tanks, aturally or artifieially camouflaged, as

the cemouflage deflects or causes premature detonation of the
projectile before penetration, |
8. Taet Yhe re—supply of ammuniticn, particularly AT

grenades, 2,36 inch rockets and Am gun rounds, to units engaged

in combat, muat be executed at all costs.
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