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IllIII CorpsCorpa.CorpaCorps.Cora,. ThusThuThou the wheels v.'erevereYfn'eYfnevergeFane,;.:'ere; ' sets t In notionr.lct1onrlct1onmotion. thattr..attrattract.. yjereV3reerejerked! ' to move multiL1ulti-L1ultiulti-ultimulti-

plied

L1ult-

iplied

. :ultip-

liAed

mult-

iplied

¬-

t pliedpliAed thousands ofofc troopstroopetrope northward to the ArdennesArdennae sectorieotor.ieotorsector.dieter,. (4)4(4)-

On

4-
On

((4)-

On

4-
On

(4)-

On

4-
On

)

On 19 December 19A4194419"19" , 1800 hours , 2d Battalion , 104thl04th InfantryInrantry waswa-

sW
w-

as
wa-

salerted

as-

serted

wa-

salerted

as-

serted
.

alerted to move on one hour'shours' notice.notice. Shortly after raidnightmidnightraidingmidnightAreg3nentalmidnightAreg3nentalm-

ovement

Wregitaentalregimentalregitaentalm-

ovement

regim-
ental

regimentalm-

ovement

regim-
ental

'\
;

movement order was received and by 0730 hours , 20 December , 2d BattalionBattalion-

alonfj

Battal-

ion

Battalion-

alo

Battali-

on

Battalion-

along

Battal-

ion
, r ', ' '. . . < .. r-.. . . ... '. . r. . '. , . . '. .r.r. -. , f.f-. . . e' ' >.n..vnv-. -.. r.r. ' .., . '.. .. swrsr rr. ..ww. ... . w.rwr-. .. . Uv a.a.".'+ w .+ . .v.wvw-. . w.w. . '. .w..r.wr. .-. '. ... '. w..wvwwvwv.. " a-.wa.w-.. . . r : '. ".. . ...aa. . .-. . . . , .-.. ' ". . . .

alonfjalongWalloonaloPalo with,:dth-dthdothdthtdoththet restrostroost;; 'tt'tr'tr--r'r'rof; 'th-e-26'th'.Div1.ithe26thDiv1.i'ththe26'th'.Div1.i26thDiv1ithe 26th Dixr3rlonDiviRonDivision;; ; wasV
; on; th'-th'thth'd"the; road; ;d"d headedhd;; 'd"d ;north.north;th-thth(5)th5:. (5)5(5)-

THS

5T-

HS

(5)-
r

5-
r

(( ))

THSTHEETHOS EN3LTENErEnderEJr"EJrEJr"LEJrLEr" -LL- Y SITUATIONSITUATIrSITUATICSituateSTATICSITUATION-

Due

Situati-

on

TJT-

JDue

J-

ude

!

Due to the facttact that the enamyenemyen had achieved tactical surprise inin-

launching

in-

fluencing

in-

launchihg

in-

fluencing

in-

launching

in-

fluencinglaunchinglaunchihg his attackat tack and the fact that he harhaclaccharhacklace} :' the offensiveof fenslfensve , enemy inin-

formation

in-inin-

formaticn

in-

formation

in-

formation

¬-

formationformatic\nformaticnformat\ vacYI2.GYI2GraLUral;, . rathsrrath'rathratherwrathrathwrath 'arr indefinite.efiniteefinitedefinitein( .

ononn 20 December when III Corps arrived inin-

i

in-

r

min-

i

i-
n

in-

the

in-

ter
. . , . . . . .

r

i

i

the ArdennesAr'ennnGArennnGAr ' ennPenn Area.Area. The situation vr.svrswasVCRsw . s what hash s besnbeenbensbe n described as fluid.fluidfluid.y-

'

fluid-

y

fluidl-

y

.
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.4Ssr.r4Ssr.r4Ssrr.4Ssr-

.rlines

4Ssr-
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I

lineslir.02.Slir02.Slir02S. . in "" :hrthart-
. ;;.tt. "mm'c'rcr'rnrn"
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z.LnzLnLen..n.n. all cut garible.garibleganble.ganblegarblegamble. (6)6(6)-
i

6-
i

(6)-

Very

6V-

ery

( c.cC-C-

Very

V-

ery

.- )
i

VeryVrryVary:, littleILtieKiltie infoninfoin ( ..l'l. ''(;, itinbitingIt:1.It1.It1:
.

: n v.ovo-: ; i? ., avu.lji.blcavuljiblclv ::'._ . :;;..'ullullHull' ::! c-ncnc.ncn-. thetLc battalionittalir..nittalirnattall.nattallnItalianattain:) ... ar.darda--.da.dWard,

-
,,
-. rereti.ll'L-reti.ll'LretillLretailreti.ll'L-

al

retillL-

al

refillab-

le

re-

al

;i..viit-i..viiti..viit-

al

. . '. ; ' - .

| al level at this timetirnet1metine because most planningplan.ingplaningplanking:..

.

.

. wasW&SWS& being done concurrentlyconcurrently-

with

concurre-

ntlywith changeschang.chang.. In the situation.situationsituation.-

At

situation-

al

.

At thth.ththe. eonferenceeOllf'erenceeOllferenceconferencebelligerence' in Verdun 20 December operational control ofot VIIIVnIVIII-

Corps

VnI-

Corps

Vic-

tors

VIII-

CorpsCorps , which supposedly consistedconsisted.ofconsisted.consisted .
of the 4th , 28th and 106thlo6th InfantryInfantr.yInfantry-

Divisions

Infa-
ntry

Infantr.y-

Divisions

Infa-
ntry

Infantry-

Divisions

Infa-
ntry

.

Divisions and the 7th?th and 9th ArmokredArmoredArmoArmco edd Divisions passed to operationaloperational-

control

operati-

onal

operational-

control

operati-

onal
operational-

control

operati-

onalcontrol of the Third Amy.AmyArmy.Army. ActuallyActu.ally. part of the 106thl06th Infantry Division

- -"" " ' "'' andanBTpartsnd-p8.rtsndp8.rtsndp8.rtsp8rtsantiparty-parts. ofof thethe
"

TtKTKO
"1'taitai' anano 9? K"Kn "1rW3AnacreQPanacea( ;r Wl1d1ona- wrewereware paghpatpangPU 'II'.W--wh..Wwh.hvCthevacatehvC-hvCvC. dr---ttrtiiyTnorbhttrtiiyTnorbh-

and

:the.. liarliar-

and

lai-

red

uodh-uodhBuddhauodh-

and

Bud-

dha

, -

and were later cornmittedcamdttedcommittedcantedc emmittemit ed by the First Army.Army. (7)7(7-

)III

7I-

II
(7-

)III

7I-

II
(7-

)III

7I-

II
( )

III Corps mission was to rapidly advance tot o the north and relieverelieve-

American

reli-
eve

relieveA-

Ml11can

relieveA-

merican.

reli-
eveAmericanAMl11canAmerican. . forcesforcos surroundedsurround.ed. ata.t. BastogneButogneBastionedButtoned andand.toandtoandoto.to. cut off thethe. . enemy.ne.nJ1ne.nJ1nenJ1. . panatra-panatrapenetra-penetrapanatelapenetratepanatra-

tion.

penetra-

tion

penetra-

tion.

penetra-

tion

penetra-

tion.

penetra-

tion

-

tion.tionion.

Disposition for III Corps attack was 4th ArmouredArmored DivisionD1v1a1011 onOIl thethe-

left

hel-

met

the-

left

hel-

met

the-

left

hel-

metleft , 26th Division in the center and 0thBOth80th& Division onann the right.rightright.-

The

rig-

ht

right.-

The

rig-

ht

right.-

The

rig-

ht

.

The 26th Infantry Division plan ofot attack was to have two regime-

ntsm

regimentsM-

wrwu.r.

regim-

ents

regimentsreg1m.entsreg1ments.

. . . . . , . , , , _ , .. . . . . . .. . . , . . ;, . . . . .

. . ..
'

. AKMAIIWMMR1L _ ....-M_ " " ' c'c' " s w ' . .
_ . . . _ 4"10410" " - - -aunwryunwary. . , .

, , . . . . ,.. . .- . _. .AMw.AMwAM'. ' .r.r'. ' '. ' AML
_AL ' rrw.YrrwYarrow' MAUMMNIALUMNI pcoPico< :' ''Mwrwu.r.Mwrwur Mtl.lLibMtllLibMillibar>'. m knirknitYMMMIY" :" *MMMMI i*li1N1I MwMMw.mm vt MM/rMKMiMMrMKMiramekinii /i Mi Mr at < 11*ipHinMHm* 11 *-*-t. jimiviiincivility* ** fnntfont >f yi.M.tftmyiMtftmrA iMi/iMiSimiiMiMrAimmoral*/ <* .iniiniminiMrAMora-oMNelrrwwrwi----r W1A- .M4lM4l_\ .+

14)14(4)4( )) A-7A7:-?;, P:3:4(5)P345p.3p3:. :, ((5)5( ) A-5A5A5l6)A5l6- --l6)l6)l6roTTrTrotator) :r'r7J.1rr7J.1rr7J17?) AA-A-t
'

:
"" . ..., ' .. ' .... .. . . . . . . .. - . , "- " " ' " .. . ...- . . .. ... , . . ... . .. ....... . _ n.n. , ,' ," . wI ' . . ... .. " . . . . .. . " , . . " . ...... __ . ._ .. . . .. . . .-.- ... .-- , . /

__ . . ."....- . . . . , " ' . .... ..... , . ... . . . .. . " . . . - ,
"

..

* * m <*t*
EylrEl '

;MlMl-
r

M-
r

..... . / . . .
' . / ' '' . , ,

'
,

,)el"A7elA7" ;; 1iir - - - ' - ,- - - r-r- - ,* >
> . , , ' ***zexwexzexwv\vv\(, wy i&mHwimHwmw&

. ,. _ .._ .. .. . ..... . . . ... . . ,... , .... . . ., . _, , .
. ,

'

, ,.., . . .. ..*.
. ':*.

' ' *
. "'uu' " ".""TWTW" WW "" '. ' -. ' i i "- - i. 'WW' innWinn( '. iw.iw_ - <' k.gji.kgjikg''' *';c:: ' " "iI"\"iI"iI"iI"iOJIIIIIIr'T'"iiriHmairtime"'\' *" : /iOJIIIIIIr'T'iOJIIIIIIr'T'iOJIIIIIIrT'/*HrirHari,<)ftvrmtavern**' * '!>*"I\"II"I10"( \ 10 m.> "' - . lU''Ytjrta'jJitllilUYtjrtajJitlli.UiUi .Jfhi'Jfhi: ' § :iliiitri:yiOTijMMi ill II

"' II f'f' _T"T tf lttffrlKf' 'V\'VV'VtVt\|>tf n .J.Wu"JWuJewHtnfbl. ""': tTrltctrl'''''''''



*,aiawMiMiami, ;fi''MfiMfilm''vftifetid* *',M .o&raoraCora. & %*S % ' ( ' '' :r'ljiIrljiIreligion !.
: : T _ :

., . .nn. .. ., ,. . .rYrY. .. .II. .. . . . . .p.r.pr... . . . . . ., .. r.r_. . . .. .... .. . w. w ,. . . rr. .. . . '. . ". '. " . ,. . ... . . . w.w... . . . .1'1'My.11My.11My, ' .'... . ... ' , y' .-t.t.-.. /., r" . '. n''' . .rtlrtl-rattle. . . . . . . . S.rfSrfSerf." . ' . . .rr. , . w.. . 1.1".". ..pt.pt.rl..rrlrrr.pt.-t. put-t .. s.. 0-0-. .. . . . . 7r-4-4-7r47r44-

Upon

. , .-. .. .-, ... . .-. . , . .. , . " . . ' " \ " , . . " . , . .M.M. . .. ... .... . .. .. .. . . . . "

Upon beingbeinj.beinj. relievedlreL.--Levedre-L.Le-vedr-eelLe-avedeli.
- vedvend from tb&tbtUthe, & linel the 26th DivisionDiviaionDivination closedcloased intointoI-

fotz

in-
to

into-

Ketz

int-
ake

intoI-

6etzIfotzKetzI6etzFootKatz , FrancePrance on 131.3. December 1944 , and camec e'e' underur.turtBurt. <1er operationaleperaUonal controlcCIltrolcitron ,

ofotof-

US

oa-

fs

ot-

US

lo-

tus

of-

US

oa-

fsUS III Corps I, whose headquarters was at Metz.MetzKetz.KetzNotz.NotzMetKatzNotMetz.-

The

Matz-

oth

Ketz.-

The

Notz.-

The

Nota-

tes

.

The 26th Division received 25852565 replacements upon arrival at Metz.MetzMetMetz-

.These

Meta-

theses

Metz.-

he

Nietzs-

che

tz.tz.

.

Thesehe'sehese' he 'se replacementsrepacements: "wereweremere" 'iieiieii'

derivedieriveoderive±iiied : froml"r'mlrmfrclmrcl"r'lr" '

ma a fivei1iv"ei1ive
" perpei'peiper'per'pie' cententKent quota of allilla.UaU. ArmyArmy-

and

Ary-

an
Army-

and

Ary-

an
Army-

and

Ary-

anand Corps headquarters and service troops that the Army CommanderCo nandermeander hadhad-

ordered

ad-

orer
had-

ordered

ad-

orer
had-

ordered

ad-

orerordered to be trainedtr .inedineddined. as infantry riflemenriflsllEn.riflsllEnriflemen.grille,. (2)2(2)-

The

2T-

he

(2)-

The

2T-

he

(2)-

The

2T-

he

( )

The 2d BattalionBa.ttalion. was billetedbillebile ted in some old barracks vMch'whichwhichvlihichmachvii' had beenbeen-

occupied

been-

occupied

been-

occupiedoccupied by GermanGernan officer candidates prior to the faHtaUfallaH ofot Metzlletz.lletzMetz.Metlet*. AtAt-

the

Ba-

the

At-

the

Ba-

the

At-

the

Ba-

thethe time these barracksbarra.cks. were assigned5s1gned& to us they were very dirty andand-

iag

Can-

dia

and-

lac.kin"

an-

dlackin

pad-

locking

and-

lackin

pad-

lockingiagialac.kin"lackinlacking
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ChristmasChriSWElSChisels packages andand"and," consequentlyconsecue-itlyconsecueitlyconspectusesfitlyconsecluErJconsoler- tly"tlytally," morale was hi ,ji.ji)1.1.1) . WithoutWithout fear ofotof-

centrediction

ot-

contr

co-

conut

of-

contrzuctioncentre-dictioncentredictioncontrictioncontrz-u-ctioncontrzuctionCentrexcontritioncontraactioncontr-contrcontra,- -ictiondiction 1I ConcanC.C... l sc.yscySi..ySiycyShinys ..yy. everyone was prayingPr'clyingPrclyingParceling' : that we would be privilegprivileg-privilegeprivileg-

ed

privile-
ge

¬-

ede . to stay in MetzMet out of the cold until after Christmas.ChristmasChristmas.-

During

Christ-
mas

Christmas.-

During

Christ-
mas

Christmas.-

During

Christ-
mas

.

During thet period 13-191319- December 194419441>, some very badly neededneeded-

maintenance

needed-

maintenance

needed-

maintenancemaintenance was performedperforI1ed on all weaponsweaponeweapon and vehicles.vehicles. Some trainingtraining-

was

training"-

Je.s

training-

Jes

traini-
ngwas"Je.sJesJens" . conductedcmductedmedicated andtlndland men wereViereVerde transportedtral18ported to quartermaster showersha-vershavershadveer- facilitiesfacilitiesd-

aily.
facilit-

ies
facilitiesd-

aily.
facilit-

ies
facilitiesd-

aily.
facilit-

iesdaily.daily.

Shortly afterafter-.afte-r. 16 December 1944 v/eveVie/ heard about the Von RunstedtRustedRunstedt-

off

Rust-
ed

Runstedt-

Qffpn

Rust-
edoffQffpngpqyguppy|] _Ye gnHnHaaL..beli.P.J; -L..beli.P.-JL..beli.P.-J-T .. hoi j-ytgyjytgypygmy-. . ..AjAj. 'll?' cyrcry" "'tt' , hftfrsfrhuffsMp.MpMp.a..w.f.$ tc-tctcUig-a..w.f-a..w.fcuing-a..w.flMtz..UigUi. .5"454"-" iriiris!* Me4alMtz.lMtzlimitlMtz.4.lMtz4&4e . mt4.-3rmt4.3rmt4.mt43r-4.4.- ..-* aarfeegareaarfee-

gChristmas

_-_ .r..r..r_. .... .. ._. . .. ar.ar... _ ....

ChristmasChrlChurl stmasstomas were shattered.shattered.

THEM MOVEM3NTKOVE14ENTMOMM NORTHNORT-

HBefore

NORT-

HaefOl"

NORT-

HaefOl

Nort-

herly

MOMMONEWOMMONMOMMONEW-

OMMONBeforeBeforeaefOl"aefOlafoul: " departingdepdeep LrtinLatin to Verdun for ae.e. meeting with General EisenhowerB1senhower ,

General Patton ordered his staffetafftaffy to take preliminaryprel1.m1naryprel1m1nary. stepssteepsst ps to movemo"mo, ". IIIIII-

Corps

III-

Corps

III-

CorpsCorps to the ArdennesArdenne.1SArdenne1S. Area and a shift in his front line to be mademade iniAin-

order

un-

ordered

iA-

order

ad-

orer
in-

order

un-

orderedorder to extract more divisionsvisionsd1 to be conmittedcommittedc onm1o moniMon ttedted to the northnorth.*. (3)3(3)-

When

3W-

hen

(3)-

When

3W-

hen

(3)-

When

3W-

hen

( )

When askedaekedeked by General EieenhowerEfjenhowerEisenhower! how soon he couldou1d0 attack to the
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THETHITHAI OFOUTION8OPIIUTIOl8OP TIONSIONS OFor THSIIETHOST! 2D BATTALION , 104THlat.THlatTH10THlaTH. BJFAfiTBIDIFAlll'iIDIFAllliIINANTIBJFAfiTBI-
(26TH

BJFAfiTB-
I26TH

DIFAlll'iI-
(26m

DIFAllli-
I26m

INANTI(-
26TH

INANTI-
26TH

? '
(26TH26TH(26m26m( IKTANTSTDrAlftITH'ANTRTHANTRTITANSDraftTHAN! ' ! DIVISIONDIVISIOI ) INII THE'HIHI'!' ATTACKAftACIAttaching TOMPIDIPIDGINTOM-

GEOSSOUS
PIDI-

GBOSiOUS
F cc-

GGEOSSOUSGBOSiOUSGROSSESBosonsG S80US
.

TOTOIIL'lZTOIILlZTill-*WILTZ-IIL'lZIIL'lZIILlZILTZWILTIllLUTZ' , LUXadPOUaCIJYQUlQ'IGIJYQUlQIGLU )'AG,# 2221 .ii*... 2929-291944- DSCBCBERSCABBIER , 1944
(1'HI1HI(THE' AlAHDKHHCSAJI81IIS CAMPAIGIOAMPAIGIMPAIGICAMPAIGNCAMPAIGNINGPAIGEwi )

(PersonalPlrIOw.PlrIOwProw. ExperiencekperieaeUperienoeperigeeCupertino, of a. HeavyeaTyWeapouWeaponiWeaponsWeapon CompanyCcapaDl'CcapaDlCaaparqCarpalCaper' CoaaanderCNIIN"CSerCNIINCSerCoamander! " )

IHTBDDUCTIOHTAQDUCTIONTRADITIONIHTBDDUCTIO-

HThis

TAQDUCTIO-

NThis

" ." . .. " . .. . .. " .- - .- .. . .

This monograph covers the operations ofot the 2d Battalion , 104thl04th InIn-

fantry

In-InIn-

fantry

In-

fantry

¬-
fantrygantry , 26th Infantry Division , in the Attack fromtranfretstrain GrosbousRosebuds to rfiltzWiltziiltzFritzWiltgilt ,

Luxembourg , period 22 - 29 December 1944 , during the Ardennes Campaign.CampaignCampaign-

.In

Campaigni-

ng

.

In order to orient the reader with this unit up to the time of thiathilthisthaithinlythia-

action

Tin-

actin
thil-

action

Tin-

actin
this-

action

tris-

ectionaction the followingtollowing fewt w facts are presentedpresented.*. PriorPrior.toPriortoPrior-toPriorto.- to the action I amam-

about

a-

mbo

am-

about

a-

mbo

a®

about to describe the 2d Battalion had been engaged vdthwithdoth the enemyEm8lD1'Em8lD1' in aa-

combat

c-

ombat
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combatc mbatbat situationsiluations uatinnLatin fortortore 67 days.days. This action included a period from 6 OctoOcto-OctOcto-

ber

Octo-

ber

Octo-

ber

¬-
berbeer to 8 NovemberI-147ovemberI147ovember- which , fortortore moralemo'alemoale!' purposes J, has beenbe-mbem- describeddc-JdcJc1 - cribedcribbed as& .33. anan-

offensive

in-

offensive

an-

otfenslve

in-

offensive

an-

offen3i.ve

an-

offen3iveoffensiveotfenslveoffen3i.veoffen3ive. defensive.defensive. The ArrayAl.'lnyAllnyAlly.' CommanderConunanderContainer wanted all troops to maintain anan-

offensive

in-

offensive

an-

offensive

in-

offensive

an-

offensive

in-

offensiveoffensive attitude.attitudeatt1tud. During this offensiveorrensivecorrosive defensive period the 2d BatBat-Ba-

ttalion

Ba-

ttalion

Ba-

ttalion

¬-
taliontalon participated in two costly limited attacks.attacks. However , thisthi.thithin. actionaction-

was

acti-
onwas rich in experience fortortore a. unit newly committed to action.actionaction.-

The

acti-
on

action.-

The

acti-
on

action.-

The

acti-
on

.

The real offensive which was promisedpremised by the ArmyA Commander started
8 November and lasted for the 2d Battalion , 104thl04.thl04th. Infantry , until 12 DecDec-Dec-

ember

Dec-

mber

Dec-

ember

Dece-

nc

Dece-

ncy

¬-

embermberamberenc ben 1944 , when we were relieved by the 2d Battalion 346th346 Infant .
,

. . _1717..
,

. . . , .. ,

_... . .. _.. _.._ . , . ..'..'_..._..w.www. . . _, + ... _..+s..vosvoso. ......_ r._..r.r.mownrrmownarrow. . .. .__ ...._+.+ _.. _.._... .w.n.n.wnnWynn_. . . ._. . . . ...... . . .rrwrrw_rr. . a.a. ... . .. . ..' .. . .r..rrr... _..__+w..r._. ... ._.. ._ .. _... . . . ._. ro_ . ".. . .. - .. ... (.. . .----- - " "

tf7th87th,, , .IuJIuJICU.IsfaatryfaotryDisfeaturefortyI &t.tryttrytry& !. , Divi&iosi.DiviiosiDivisionsDiDig: is.iC\a"l.is.iCa"l.alialon.ialonnisialone: &. \" . At fchsthafichesthanth time ofof'crf'crf' thisShia'ShiaShigathis"'ellthisellthis'll"' relief.[ ' ! the.the'the.' 2d2d'2 i'i' "' Battalion ,

104thl04th Infantry , was on the right flank of the Third Army andat1d facingracing thethe-

main

Ath-

enian

the-

main

Ath-

enian

the-

main

Ath-

enianmain SiegfriedSigrid_iWriedneWienerri gJJ.ngJJn, J4fig. defenses.defensesdefenses.-

The

defens-

es
.

The purpose of the relief ofot the 2d Battalion and the entire 26th26th-

Infantry

26th-

Intantry

26th-

InfantryInfantryIntantry Division , it has later been learned , was to bring the divisiond1vieicadivisiaudivision-

up

d1vieicau-

.p

d1vieica-

up

divisiau-

up

divisio-

nupu.p. to strength , to train replacementsreplaC81D8nt.replaC81D8nt. and to giveglveglove the unit aeroIOUsome restre.tret. priorprior-

to

pri-
orto an air blitz ofot the SiegfriedSigrid Line in1n the ZwiebrutonZZwiebZwieback
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SCK101WRCK 900)0000300) radioradio.*. AaA.AAs. thtthethat actionaatiODpatio proceededproo.ldlciprooldlciprosodic. CoapanyCcepanCompanyAcceptant, Fr wa.alalwas. committedoommittedomittedo d.tteddtteddotted. on thethe-

right

he-

ight
the-

r1lht

the-

right

he-

ightrightr1lht of ConpanyC.pafV'CpafVcaepanCompanyCPAcapon. ' IE and waaWA'WAwasWada' engagednp.lednpledpled_ . in the battlebattle.battle.-

Tbe

batt-

le
battle.-

The

batt-

le
*.

TheTbeTube enen.enenerender..(jr, bbe.aftbeaftbeganbeatg. n dvaneingIdY.nc1n&IdY.nc1nIdYnc1nadvancing. & fromtram a patch of woodswoodawood to our llettleftletft frontfront-

tnd

fron-

ted

front.-

nd

fro-
nt

front-

end

fron-

tedtnd.ndndendtend. wweNwerert inaadiatal1aIIediatel1Nadiais sdiatelysedately takantakentaktacktaklldertaller_ under\ll\derllderdeer\ \ flrttirefireflirt by thtthethat Slnaa81-m81mSalaam81_-_ mortaramortar.mortarmortars. ofot ConanyCompanyConanCo ?apau.yapauyKappa) . H ,

and a fewtewstew minutes later byb1 supporting artilleryar't1llel7.art1llel7.art1llel7artillery.' *. The enemyeneRene ' aotedactedaborted in aa-

very

a-

ver'f

a-

verf

a-

ver

a-

veryveryver'fverfveer' aggressiveaggree.1naggree1n. manner and continuedccntinued to advance under heavyheaVY'mortarheaVYmortarheavy' mortar andan-

dartillery

m-

andrill
an-

dartillery

m-

andrill
an-

dartillery

m-

andrillartillery fira.firafire.firefirma. HoweverH verveer , the fire.f18f18.fire.
:' on HMDthemMDth 1J1 waffwaswafflewa effective and the threatthreat-

to

thre-
atto our leftlettlet flank was reduced.reduced. It is1s my opinion that the enemy was inin-

complete

in-

complete

in-

completecomplete ignorance as to the strength with which he was being attacked.attacked.

(12)12( )

About 1200 hours the enemyenergyen action became so violent that CompanyCampaCampCompany-

was

Compa-

ny

EE-

was

W-

as
E-

was

W-

aswas somewhat disorganized.disorganized. One platoon leadorleader of CompanyCQllpal'IyCQllpalIyCulpably' E ccamecam, , from-

the

frot-

hed

fromfrom-

the

frot-

hed

rQIIRIrQI-

Ithe

wri-

thethe woods and stated thatthat. .all_
of the restst ofvofofvCompanyorof Company9 ( , j.EE. .waAwaAwasWada.was.1J.rrr.was1Jrrr.was1Jrrrws.,.swjroiimiadswjroiimiad.

,
,

&;. .>smdtsmut .-, "" . .*. . -" *""' ' ''*''-' ''-. -''
. . . . ,

.
_ ., . . . . .. . . , . . . . . . . . , .

.. . . . .4.4.4. .. . . . -_ _._* .-* *, - -. -.*..-- . , . . . . . *<<!
.

.
.. .

.
<. .. . ff-

and

a-

nd
P.P. .

. , .. . .. ..v.P.vP. .: ..... : :.<4r.4r , . ' ft. W.WW.Y-YY.-

and the companycanpany had sufferedsufreredsufroredslurred many casualties.casualties . The men with the platoonplatoon-

leader

plat-
oon

plAtoo-

n'l

plAtoo-

nl

plAtoo-

n
platoon-

Lteader

plat-
oon'll' leaderLteaderaderadder of CompanyCcrpanyCrannyC p y E weredre'rareraredare' put into a position to block any further adad-

vances

ad-adad-

vances

ad-

vances

¬-

vancesvanes of the enemy.enemy. Also a machine gun platoonplat.oon. of Company H was putput-

in

putt-

ing

put-

in

putt-

ing

put-

in

putt-

ingin position to repel anyaQ1 penetration along the road.roadroad.-

At

read-

apt

road.-

At

read-

apt

road.-

At

read-

apt

.

At 1500 hours the 1st Battalion wasvas committed to our left in an atat-

tack

at-atat-

tack

at-

tack

¬-

tack toward Buschrodt.BuschrodtBusch. The 3d Battalion was moved into a reserve positionposition-

on

positio-

non some high ground tot o the rear of 1st Battalion.BattalionBattalion.-

Before

Batta-
lion

Battalion.-

Before

Batta-
lion

Battalion.-

Before

Batta-
lion

.

Before dark Company JSE had been reorganizedrecrganized by its Company Commander ,
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. andRRd-U--RRdURRdUtRd-.JV-Kas.JVKasKeas..JVKasget--_- --tt--getget--tioatstoatad-adadttit-ioatioatatiltoat-- ,{ ttittilt Ihbth6Ibo, diluatlaillt\.11ittotlt.11ittotlt.11ittot11ittotdilatablelt.11ittotviis'filt11ittotviisfi\. , : -viis-'fiviis'fifivii<-i T1fibTMs5''ga5T1fibTMs5ga5T1fibTMs5''ga-

5in

T1fibTMs5ga5-

in

-"' tLtLSAtlas; S 'badbad-

in

Bald-

win

' --

in Company E as the lieutenant had represented.represented. Company E had inflictedinflicted-

many

inflictedp-

.1&

inflicte-

dp1

inflicted-

raV

inflict-

edmanyra-VraVp.1&p.1p1.;&- r casualties on the enemy and knocked out one enemye emyEmmy towed anti-tankantitankantitankg-

un.

antita-
nk

-

gun.gun.

During the action of 22 December CompanyC lpanylanky G was moved to a positionposition-

in

positioni-

ngin the vicinityvicinit1'vicinit1 ' of BeiabergRe1mbergReimbergBibberWeinberg with the mission of protecting the battalion3battalion'sbattalions'battalion3-

right

bat.batbattalion's-

right

battalions-

right

battali-
ons

. talitai on *, 88-

rightright flankfiankfink and making.... reconnaissancereccnnaiasance with view of makingmaldnsMalden a flankingtlanldnglandingflankingr-

rr"

flanking-

rrr
tlanldng-

lit.

flanking-
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2d Battalion formed and bagaab9gallbeganagama CovingiiVV'ingiiVVingdivvyingling' outou.t. at 0600
.

hourshOW'8hOW8' in the directiondirection-

of

directio-

n
. " "

-:-\ ) V\ .; .I/I-

of
O-

f >
of BettbornBlttbornBettorLitton and GrosboutGrOlbou.GrOlbouGrosboua.GrosbouaRobotGoboGrosbeakGrosboua.-

The

Rowb-
oat

. *. Y "

The column had movedJIOYedJoyce a very.rrrr"' . ahortIhortshort distance iriienwhenthenPirie, Captain Hendrix ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe 31BthS18th818th TankTar c DestroyerDe.tl'OJel'DetlOJelDelouse. ' ' Battalion reported to our battalion commandercommande-

rthat

comman-

der

commande-

rthat

comman-

der

commande-

rthat

comman-

derthat he had two platoons of tank destroyersdletl'oyersdletloyers' for the supportsUJ'portsUJport' of thethe-

104th

the-

l04th

the-

104th104thl04th Infantry.InfantryIntant17.Intant17. (9)9(9)-

In

9I-

n
(9)-

In

9I-

n
( ) . . . . . .

In order that the reader may see the piecemeal manner in which thisthis-

attack

tic-

ktack

this-

attack

tic-

ktack

this-

attack

tic-

ktackattack was formed, it is noted that the 818thSlSthSlash Tank Destroyer BattalionBattalion-

had

Battali-
onhad been in contact with the enemyen8 east of the SaarSari River 69 miles awayaway-

the

swa-

the

away-

the

swa-

the

away-

the

swa-

thethe morning before and had Just made contact with usus.us*. (10)10(10)-

As

10-

As

( )

As the column moved forward it began to snow andand.and,.. other than this ,

the
. .

morning
.

was uneventful
.- . -- .. . . . . .-- ,.-..until

. _. .-. . . ,. a.--4a.4a.4,>._.-
we
.-_ " %'-.__,-...reached

. -. i-iwwiiiwwiwwi-.-..,n..ern.t.W..R..... . . ' "......; iymmiimmix}.) -.the
.. . j.-... --.,,.->.littlelit

. .-_._jyjyT". . .
,>r , r.r. . /T"--T"T/..T"f"_...

e
5."-. -" ".' .

town
".....
o
f"f.N.-.N.-. ".-.' -."..._. ._'_.

of?!. ,s-_,-. .
Prata.PrataRataPratzswSprats

-. _ . .-_., . . . .*,.*.*, ,".1.1*.. _* . .._.
.
..m-.m. .-

mat

m-

at

/ _ .-.. ,.. ." " _
. . .

_
.

. . _
.

. .

_-
. . ... . . -.. -

.- .v.v. . . . . . '

.aa. at which time the regimental reconnstias&ncereconnstiasncereconr.ai&s&ncereconraisncereconroa'sancereconroasanceremonstrancepreordainedreconnaissance. &' & platoon le&tferletferleaderletterle& reportedreporepot d thatthat-

the

thatc-

hed

thatt-

hef

thatc-

hed

that-

the'

that-

the

thatc-

hedthethefthe'theft' enemy'enemy'enemenemenema' was in GrosbousGrosbous.xroshous.xroshousRosebudsroadhouse,. As the point rounded an.n. curveCllrVeCellared in the roauroaroadFrauroau-

they

ro-
ute

roa-

they

fro-

thy

road-

they

road-

sterthey were firedtired on by the enemy.enemyen . Company E deployed on both sides ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe road and a section of tanks were brought forward to give fire support.supportsupport.-

As

suppo-

rt

.

As the fire developed , ititwasvitas-waswas.ss-. noted that"that" the enemyene1D3"ene1D3" had a preponderance oforof-

automatic

fl-

atboat

or-

autanat1c

of-

automatic

fl-

atboatautomaticautanat1c weapons.weapons. Every move on our part brought a hail of sfnaiismallsnail armsarm-

sfire

arm-

oire

arm-

sfire

arm-

oire

arm-

sfire

arm-

oirefire from the enemy.enemy. Our section of tanks began firing on the enemyen andand-

E

ano-

deE Company was able to advance into the edge of the woods.woods. About 100100ardlyardsyards-

in

yar-

ds

,-ardlardlaridly-

_
. ____ . .. .

in_an
.

anta"nti-ta"ntiantitanti-tankantitank"",
-tan jguGUgun

.w..r.urw.-.w..r.urw.. .w..r.ur-

w.As

. . . .
openopen-

As

ope-

ns

opened
. - E.E.! .JPJP.

up!_on our tankstanks.w..-
r.urw.

anka.Jmg..tJ2tankaJmg.tJ2tankaJmgtJ2t. . ... bal1 _
...----- -- ... , ._ .,- ",---_.

As the battle developed E CompanyCompa'J1'CompaJ1!' ' was heavilyhe8vi: engaged and the situasitua-situsitua-

tion

situa-

tion

situa-

tion

¬-

tionion there became rather confusing.confusingcontusing.contusing. This was causedcaused"caused," in part , bybY'' the facttactfact-

that

fath-

ead

tact-

that

ta-
ct

fact-

that

fath-

eadthat the enemy was using somesaneacme capturedcapturcaptured American ArmyA.rfqArfqBarf. machlnegunsmachinegunsmachinemach1n andand-

automatic

ana-

stigmatic

and-

automatic

ana-

stigmatic
. . . . . . . . .

, .

automatic rifles.rifles. (11)11(11)Z11Z(11)-

According

11A-

ccording

( ) \ZZ\ ; < \,
. .

., . , ..
\ _

AccordingAccording ttopperatirttfoperatortdsperatidff'-Oroceduretdsperatidff-Orocedure, PeratPeat '
>'? firocedurefarceuroc.dur.JocdurJoccur. . , the Si-amSiam8l-mm8lmm81-am81- mortarsmortar.mortar. of CompanyCQ11LPaD7 HBH-

were

W-

here

B-

were

W-

ere

H-

were

W-

herewere set.etet. up fortortore firing asae soonaoonanon asa8 the column was.. halted and contact waswaewadewas-

made.

wa-

yside

wae-

made.

Wa-

dena

was-

made.

wa-

ysidemade.made. This was made possible by the facttact that the mortar platoon had aa-

M.4
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M4

ao-

w
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r
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abreast in column of battalions , advancea.dvance. along parallelp@.ral1elp.ral1el@. routesrout s"s," 328th328th-

Infantry
322Sthth-

Infantry

ti-

ffany
hh-

Infantry

I-

nfantryInfantry in reserve.reservereserve.-

Upon

reser-

ve
.

. ,
Upon arrival in assemblyallemblymalleably area northeast of()t ArlonCarlton 2d Battalion waswa-

sassigned

as-

signed
wa-

sassigned

as-

signed
wa-

sassigned

as-

signedassigned the mission of blocking all roads leading into the regimentalregimental-

assembly

regim-
entals

regimental-

assembly

regim-
entals

regimental-

assembly

regim-
entalsassembly areaarea.area.-

The

wrea-
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' "rnlJ.rnlJrenal" )wn. n ca..2uca.2uca2uo.t-.2uot.2uo.t.2u2uQJ.,2t1.1)Q.8rQJ2t11Q.8rQJ2t11Q8r. .. .- . , . Daca&berDacaberDanceableDacDace)$ .erberBerber&$: er 2d BattalionBattalio receivedrece'lvedrecelved' its quotauota.uotaquota. of rere-

placement

re-rere-

laC

pre-

lacy

re-

placements

¬-
placementplacementslaClace lentss which had had three fouror days training in a division rere-

placement

re-rere-

p1acen

re-

placement

¬-

placementp1acen nt training battalion thatt at had beonbeenbon organized at Lietz.LietzMetz.MetzBlitzMetLietz.-
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AsS thethothouth companieswpaniespansiesccu parries anda.'ldaldauld."
' platoons mader ideaide final preparations for thethe-

attack

hea-

rtache

the-

attack.
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the-

attack

hea-

rtacheattackattack.,.. battalion and regimentreL-1mentreL1mentreel- attetaptedattemptedattMatt e7.ptede7pted;
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frcsfrsfrom.tha..wcodsfromthawcodsOroOreo . ihotha.thahothan. . .. xi3 ' " ' ' th' . . tdiik.-tdiik.tipitdiik.i1..td1'lk'-1.td1lk1..td1'lk'1td1lk' ' - - i thisthithin tLaetime'timetae', It "- ' ' evident'evident'eviden-

tthat

evident-

that

evid-
ent

'evev'

evident-

that

evid-
ent

dehtdietdeht-

that

death-

watch

: w:< g , plwai'plwaiplaidpl i'J"iJ 'l'l* (' 1 1..td1'lk'By1td1lkBy. .. Byy ::>, t waswas"rwasrwas-waswasUwars1'alrly1alrlyUlrlyr'lyrlylordlyrely

that the troops observed were enemy.enemyenelD3'enelD3' . The'rherherhea' sergeant reportedl"'ele"' 1X>rtedrated that therethere-

were

there-

fore

there-

were

there-

fore

there-

were

there-

forewere no known friendly forces in that area.area. All six mortars werev.erevereverge. orderedordered-

to

order-

edto fire one round with a range and direction adjustment fromfran the data thatthat-

was

tha-

ws

that-

was

tha-

ws

that-

was

tha-

wswas on the mortar which fired the round ofof'' KWP.WPP.P. This was done in order toto-

get

R-

oget

to-

get

R-

oget

to-

get

R-

ogetget surprise massaSSl fire on the enemy.enemyen .
.' The'The' area of dispersion ofr all sixsix-

rounds

sir-

loins

six-

rounds

sir-

loins

six-

rounds

sir-

loinsrounds on the ground was approximatelyappraxi.matelyappraximately. , 300 yards wide by 200 yards in depth ,

which was a good block of jnassmassJonas fire that could be easilyeasily' ' shifted in orderorder-
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ord-
er
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habit
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about

in-

habit

in-

about
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fairg-
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five-
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fairg-

rounds

five-
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fairg-
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deli-
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eautifully.

deli-
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Twenty-eixTwentyeixTwent7-a1xTwent7a1xTwenty-.ix.ixix--'. etMNty'U117U117enterEmmy' soldierloldier.loldiersoldier.lowlier§. andaDd one officerott1oer were caught by surprisesurprisssurprisessurpri."anc1surpri.anc1surprianc1.." andand-

captured

can-

didature

and-

captured

can-

didature
, .

captured without firingt1r1ng a shotshot.*. HoweverHowevrs© , Lt.Lt. Abel did have a strugglestruul'struultrulystruggle-

with

strug-
gle

'
.

with the eneagrenf41enterendear officerotticlropticalofficoffice r in order to keep him froafro.frofrom. destroyingdlstroying 9oneeQUsomeSequa9on-

esituation

eQU-

situation

eq-

uitation

som-

esituation

sen-

sitizationsituation mapsmapaNapa and informationintoraat,1on.intoraat1on.intoraat1oninformation., *. Upon flushing.t'lushingtlushingblushing.
' the town about fifty oror-

more

ar-

moire

or-

more

ar-

moire

or-

more

ar-

moiremore sleepy prisonerspr oner8 were taken , many of whom had been woundedwounded.*. (16)16(16)-

The

16T-

he

((16)-

The

16T-

he

(16)-

The

16T-

he
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The town of GrosbcusGrosbousGroabcusRosebudsRobust waswaamaWada secured byby'' CompanyCvmpany G at 2210 hours and thethe-

rest

the-

reat

the-

rest

the-

reat

the-

rest

the-

reatrest ofor the battalion reinforced , minus Company E entered GrosbousRosebudsGrosbous-

according

Grosbou-
sl

Grosbous-
'f

Grosbou-
sf

Robustl-
y

Rosebud-
s

Grosbou-

saccording
'ff'f-

according
f-

according
a-

ccording
' l

according to plan numberwnberowner one.one. This little11ttletitle night escapade was rewardedrewarded-

the

reward-

ed
- . - .-- , . . ..-- .-

the next morning when two German tanks were knocked out by our tank des-

troyers

desdea-deades-deaddea-

troyers.

des-

troyers

des-

troyers.

des-

troyers

¬- ,'

troyerstroyers.trotters*. (11(17)17(17)-

EarlJr

17E-

arlJr

(17)-

Early

17-

Early

( ? )

fiarlyEarlJrEarlyfairlyEarl on the morningmornLmorn g of 23 December , CompanyCcmpanyAccompany BE3 was relieved fromfrom-

the

frot-

hed

from-

the

frot-

hed

from-

the

frot-

hedthe position they held containing the enemy pocket by Company II.II.-
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Company E was.was. movedmoveimovie tot . . .th4..rght.th4rght.th4rght.th* . 'rightright'. ! tin. in order to bois'boJ.boJboxbo'
.

, "thethethe'the'enemytheenemyHenleyananyenemyenwWDannyen in andand-

jfrotect

han-

dwrotejfrotectpretestfrontlet[)YoteOtter t thethe"the-thebjthe" - b/-pabsbpabsbJ--ptLbJptLbjpubsabspLbj/-pubspubs-- - S rcuiccutocubiccutr:,
c;; :te overLever('''VV' 1'1'' viliichwhichviii thethti c.2dc2df'f; . '. 2d. battaliont'talionttalion1.attallorn1attallornstallion. ' "nn"* haddj aovabovemO""fdmOfdmovedmOd" " $d fruafromfraufruae-

nemy

Fra-

nce
f'l"flfrom-

enemy

frog-

men

' " m.m.

.

enemy actionaction.action.-

At

actio-

n
*.

At OSOO0800OSCO hours 23 December , the two platoons of tank destroyers were.werewer-

erelieved

wh-

ere're
wer-

erelieved

wh-

ere're

..wer-

erelievedrelieved fromfrcarca support of 2d Battalion and giveagivegive.igivei. l another mission in thethe-

division

tel-

evision

the-

division

tel-

evision

the-

division

tel-

evisiondivision area.area. CompaniesComparCompare es F and G were moved tot o a temporary defensivedefensive-

position

defen-

sive
defensive-

position

defen-

sive
defensive-

position

defen-

sive .position northeastnor.thaastnorthaast of Grosbous.GrosbousRosebuds. CheOneChen heavy machinegunm.a.chinegunmachinemach. . negunbegun platoon was assignassign-assign-

ed

¬--

ed missions of direct support to each rifle companycc.mpanyccmpanyaccompany. on line.lineline.-

Due

lin-

ed

line.-

Due

lin-

ed

line.-

Due

lin-

ed

.

Due tot o the nature of the terrain it was very difficult to get longlong-

range
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range observation to the northeast.northeastnortnorth ast.astEast. There was , however , a fairly largelarge-

church

la-
rge

large-

church

la-
rge

large-

church

la-
rgechurch in GrosbousGrasbousRosebudsGaseous with a high steeple.steeple. The possibilitysibilitysibilantlyp of using thethe-

church
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the-

ohurch

th-
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church
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ctory
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ctory
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wh-

atsoever

had-

sev

ha-
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had-
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wh-
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10\101-
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"hh\" "
"

'1/11-

patrol

,/ "V..

4A patrol fromfrom... CompanyOOJll"'V'OOJllVCoolly" ' ' GQ moved around the enemy'senemysenemyenelDl"enelDlWendella nesgy'nesgynewsy" ' Is left flanktluakiieuskLusakaivies and obob-

served

ob-obob-

aerved

ob-

served

ob-

served

¬-

servedaerved an estimatede.timatedetimated. fifty11ttr: ) or more enemy.netnet. : movincmY1DGmovinjmoving? into1nto the woods ihere"meNmeNsereinhereihere-

Companies

"meN-

CQmpanie.

meNC-

Qmpanie

mon-

omania

sereC-

am

screa-

m

"

CompaniesCQmpanie.CQmpanieCampanileCam paniespansies. Ia and Fr werewer.werwear. engagedanc&sed.ancsedengaged.danced& *. CompanyCom.pI.rJJCompIrJJCopier. . 0G was orderedorclered to hold itsit.it. positionpol1t1onposition-

on

pol1t1on-

on

positio-

non our battalion'sbattalionsbattalion'lbattalionlbattalion' right flank.t1ankt1ank. and to continue their patrols and reportreport-

information

refor-

tification

reporti-

r..tortMt1on.

report-

irtortMt1on

report-

information.

refor-

tificationinformationir..tortMt1on.irtortMt1on.irtortMt1oninformation.... *. ArtilleryArtiUeryArtier concentrationsconcent.re.t1onaconcentre.t1onaconcentret1ona. . were firedtired into theth.th. woodsmodeodacoda wherewhere-

the

wher-

eat

where-

the

wher-

eat

where-

the

wher-

eatthe enemy was observed and alsoalaoAlamo on the road leading south fromtrcmterm Grosbous.GrosbousGroebous.GroebousRosebudsGrievousGrosbous-

.This

Rob-
ust

Grosbous-

.This

Rob-
ust

Groebous-

.This

Rob-
ust

.

This artilleryartillearticle fire was effective because twelve or fifteentifteen enemy deaddead-

were

dea-

der

dead-

were

dea-

der

dead-

were

dea-

derwere later observed along this road.road. (14)14(14)T-

HIS

14T-

HIS

(14-

).Iil.lGHj

14-

IillGHj

(14)-

THE

14T-

HE

( )

.Iil.lGHjIillGHj.
THISTHE . MIGHTkgGHIGogh! ATTACKAftACr.AftACrWALKAfar.. ON GaCSBOJSG&SBOOSGSBOOSGROOMSGasbagsGaCSBOJ-

SLate

G&SBOO-

SLate

GSBOOS-

Late

GROOMS-

Late

Roomm-

ate
&)

Late in the afternoon , 22 December 2d Battalion was ordered to concon-con-

tinue

con-

tinue

con-

tinue

¬-

tinuetine the attack at night and seize Grosbous.GrosbousGroebous.GroebousRosebudsGrievous. The forcestorcestorches for the attackattack"-

werW

attack-

werW

atta-
cker

, , . - - ' - . . . .. .. . ., .,. . . . : .- -- c - -- . : " ' " "_ * *." ""werWwerWwere" wwerer :. lSpanlesspanglesDpmnAdmanropcrop nr a _ FFFa-aaancanabancrG--rGrG3G(f supported3 p ; rl d byb Companyin riyrimy
.
$i , twott'plattplatplat-'plat'platplatplatoons oJot.t ttank'tanktank'destankdestandems' des-desdes-

trcyera

de-

stroyer

des-

tr

destr-

oy

s-

trcyeratroycr3tracertr cyer3 and&ndnd& onagnoseerMonanoseerlftoserf.platoonplatoon.rJ..atoQrJatoQratio. -lftolftoalto-, .. . of tanksta.nks.tanks.. ,. " CompanyCO tpangny-nynyE- SE.99. waswas.-tewas.tewastowaswasteto-to.- - remain;em in in positipositi'-.epositi'.epositi'apositiapositpositionpositi'.e-

containing

positiec-

ontaining

positi'ac-

ontaining

positiac-

ontaining

''-:. - .

containing the enemy until relieved by Company I13d3d Battalion.BattalionBattalicn.BattalicnBattalion.-

Since

Battali-
ons

Battalicn.-

Since

Battali-
ons

Battalion.-

Since

Battali-
ons

.

Since there was not enough timet1m.et1me. for a detailed plan for a nightnight-

attack

nigh-

tstick

night-

attack

nigh-

tstick

night-

attack

nigh-

tstickattack , it was thought best to keep the attack as smallsmellman as possible withwith-

the

with-

held

with-

the

with-

held

with-

the

with-

heldthe possibility of seizing the town of Grosbous.GrosbousRosebudsGrosbous.-

The

Grosbous-

.Th

Robu-

st
.

TheTh plan wasViasVials to havehavchavoc onone© platoonplatoOl of Company G move intointcIntec the towntewntonten andand-

secure

da-

nseur

and-

secure

da-

nseur

and-

secure

da-

nseursecure it , if possible.possiblepossible-possibleIfpossible- . If this advance platoon was not able to seizeseize-

the

sei-
ze

seize-

the

sei-
ze

seize-

the

sei-
zethe town by its own force it was to feel the enemyeneJIJ1 out and the rest ofof-

f, M... ... ., . .:. . . .J.J. J . . ., _ . __ . . svr'KiessvrKiessavories. ,.,f <
_
' MtV+ .nw..w.nnwwn_mown. <4IM ..* M.* .l. <..*.. ._.<.Mi-Mi. .. *. -, . >.<. M_. *._.e.e.M ..*.*. *.._.. ,.. . . ., . . .w.w_. . . . . . -.. "r.r". . . ..... .n.u..ei.nueinevi_. . ........

_. 4 _ ..... ...n.n. . . _.._, ., _.. .. . . '.. . .....':. .
_....._..rr. &._ .. .. ....+..a.a. . . . . _ _ ... ... . ..... ,. . . . .. . w ..

the battalion with support was to launch an assualt.assualtassault. (15)15(15)-

There

15T-

here

(15)-

There

15T-

here

(15)-

There

15T-

here

( )

There was felt an urgency to get the tanks and especiallyeep8cialJ.y'eep8cialJ.yeep8cialJy. ' the tanktank-

destroyers

an-

cestries

tank-

destroyers

an-

cestries

tank-

destroyers

an-

cestriesdestroyers into GrosbousRosebuds because enemyen tanks had been holding up our adad-

vance

ad-adad-

vance

ad-

vanes

ad-

vances

¬-

vancevanes along the main road that leads from!ran the south into Grosbous.GrosbousGro8bou8.Gro8bou8RosebudsGrosbous.-

The

Gro8bou8.-

The

Gro8bou8-

The

Robu-

st
.

The platoon of CompanyCOlI1panJ G led by Lt.Lt. Carl M.M11.11. Abel (now Captain) aade.dedeaideDadeaade-

a

aide-

a

Wade-

na

ide-

a

.. .de-

a

dea-

da surprisingly successfulIUCC8Slful night attack.attack. ByB7 flanking a great distancedistance-
r

distanc-
e.. . . . .,
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wa

w-
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ofot seisingseizing a& bridgebricigebricking , ' if possible.possiblepo.sible.posiblepossible.Secondpossible. . .SecondSecond.SeocndSeocnd-Second.- Battalion , 104thl04.thl04th. InfantryInfant17 movedmove4move-

dthrough

over-

wrought

move-

4through

move-

dthrough

over-

wroughtthrough: SschdorfIsch40rtEsehdorfJessed in the directiondirect.ion. ofor ISach-suivla-SureISachsuivlaSureech-eur-la-Sure.echeurlaSure.Each-sur-la-Sure.EachsurIsaacSilvaZecheuroslur! - - - *. About.Abou.t. . 500SOOSOHO yardsTardeTareyards-

north

ya-
rds

Tarde-

north

Tre-
mor

yards-

north

ya-
rdsnorth of EechdorfElchdortZechdorfEchoer , 2d BattalionBattaUODBata setlet up a. temporarytporarrpoorer_ defensedeten.detendetent.. and sentsent-

patrols

spe-

ctators

sent-

patrols

spe-

ctators

sent-

patrols

spe-

ctatorspatrols to Esch-sur-la-SureEschsurlaSureEach-sur-la-sur.Eachsur.Each-sur-la-&jre&jrejreEscslurre- - -& . and they reported enemyene1D7 activityactivitractivist in the town.townton.tontown-

.It

town-

ie

town-

.It

town-

ie

ton.-

It
To-

ni

.

It was almost dark
. . .

this day, 26 December ,
. .

so
.

thee battalionbatt.aliCnbattaliCnbattalion.
? remainedremaEmma;

**.
ed inin-

temporary

in-

termarry
*' *-<w '

temporarytemportempore defense fortortore the night.nightnight.-

Another

night-

clothes

night.-

Another

night-

clothes

.,

Another patrol was sent to Ssch-sur-la-SureSschsurlaSureEsch-sur-1a-SureEsch1aEach-sur-la-SureEachSashslurEsc- - - afteratterLatter dark and it reportreport-report-

ed

¬-

ed back at 0030 hours , 27 December with informationintor.mationintormation. that both bridgesbridges-

across

brid-
ges

bridges-

across

brid-
ges

bridges-

across

brid-
gesacross the Sure had been destroyeddestrqyed and that the enemyen had evacuated thethet-

own.

thr-

own

thet-

own.

thr-

own

thet-

own.

thr-

owntown.town. (25)25(25)-

The

25-

The

(25)-

The

25T-

he

(25)-

The

25T-

he

( )

The night ofot 26,272627, December , Major: General WillardMillard S.S. Paul , 26th26th-

"Xnffeatoy

26th-

Xnffeatoy

26th-

Ifi&i

26t-

hIfii

26th-

rr..,
- , rrserrs:.;;; --Ifi&iIfi&iIfiiIii-

tv;..+-:"XnffeatoyXnffeatoy":. o;;: & '-..ryry. ttmOeita&SM'fttmOeitaSMf'm.m' .. }&.tt. hhfihi\fifi\ '; ' &t&LtL&lt ij& :':thVtklfia'HonthVtklfiaHontrfturf 'BiitBiitBit' t 1I' onn " cdcommandnd'ndnd'stTondstTonudistd"d
"

' . poststTost"'lstlsottost" '
locatedlocated-

in

locate-

d
cjated"jatedjetted"

. '*"" '." '* : ' OJ<N.fNfN.-

fgood

.

in Eschdorf.EschdorfEchoer., GaneGenGenoaGame kl'. PaulFaulFault "C.tMJCtMJCT" cccc.rccrcc(;;..., wudeviwideidi3au\ ' t/ietie.til-a'.tila'atail. t/e- ' '' 'officersficersfilchersoff1c!' rs''and'rsandrs''and'nirsandnisand' ''andand-andthen'onandthenonantenna'- mennithen'-onthen'thenonn'-n'nn'thnth'

"onon"- -thth-

thethathan pastpast-

good

East-

wood

past-

good

East-

woodgood work of the battalion and stated ththe® general plan for the next day'sdaysday's-

attack.

days-

attack

day's-

attack.

days-

attack

day's-

attack.

days-

attack

'

attack.attack. (26)26(26)-

Before

26B-

efore

(26)-

Before

26B-

efore

(26)-

Before

26B-

efore

( )

Before daybreakbreak the morning of 27 December battalion foot troops movedmove-

dinto

mo-
ved

move-

dinto

mo-
ved

move-

dinto

mo-
vedinto Esch-sur-la-Sure.EschsurlaSure.Each-our-la-Sure.EachourEscslurSure- - - . Soon afterward the battalion vehicles started toto-

move

co-

mmove

to-

move

co-

mmove

to-

move

co-

mmovemove intoint.inttitodinttit. !:) townttO'antOantan<"W1W1" ! ar.dard.andandWard.' . oneo e cf ConpatfyCai'aipcinyCaiaipcinyCompactCapsaicinCO ' t il'kj"ilkjilk' " GssGasesGIV'IV!' da J66psJJe epdpsdips$ was blownblowtiblot up'up' by an AmericanAmerica-

nantitank

Ame-
ricana

America-

nantitank

Ame-
ricana

America-

nantitank

Ame-
ricanaanti-tankantitank- mine.mine. The minoamino field was removed and soon afterward a bridgebridge-

platoon

ridg-
epole

bridge-

platoon

ridg-

epole
bridge-

platoon

ridg-

epoleplatoon of the 101st Engineer Combat Battalion moved into Ssch-sur-la-SureSschsurlaSureEsch-sur-la-SureEschSashslurEsc- - -
_ . . . . . . . . .

_ . . . . . - . 1.1. . ... . .wrwr_. .. .rrrr_+ . .. .. . . . .. . . .au.au. ...... . . . u'u' , . "r 's_ '. .f.-w.f.w_. M.r... .-... ...rr.rr.. _ . _...rww..r..wrwwrwwww.
_. '. ..._. .....+..,...... .r.r_. .. . .. .. .. . -. .. ,. ,x,,", ,. . ....,. . .-. . . in.in...-..._. r..rrrr..r-

T

R.-
R.

--...
M-MMand..s1irtMands1irtT M_

Man"- 'ajicr'sTafteOonstructionajicrsTafteOonstruction'and..s1irtand.s1irtands1irtas'. actedfc.fc6-66stiuction-iistrMisterstiuctiontuition: . tlolo onn.-n.n.Treadwayunthreada TreadwayAreaway Bridge and a footbridge.footbridge. TheTh-

eengineer

T-

eenier

Th-

eengineer

T-

eenier

Th-

eengineer

T-

eenierengineer crews were harassed by machinegunmachine and mortar firetire until Company FF-

crossed

C-

rossed

F-

crossed

C-

rossed

F-

crossed

C-

rossedcrossed the river in assault boats and secured a bridgehead.bridgehead. The foot-foottoot-tootfoot-

brid&G

foot-

bridG

foot-

bridge

toot-

bridge

foot-

bridge

foot-

bridges

-
. *. ..*..

brid&GbridGbridgebridgesbriG& 'riasriaswasarias' aa completed and the rest of the footroot elements ofor the battalionbattalion-

crossed

batta-
lion

battalion-

crossed

batta-
lion

battalion-

crossed

batta-
lioncrossed the river and took up a defensive position on the high ground toto-

the

to-

te
to-

the

to-

te
to-

the

to-

tethe north.north. At 1500 hourshourIhorI the TreadwayTreadwqAreawayTread BridgeBridaeBride was completed and thethe-

battalion

te-

arstain

the-

battalion

te-

arstain

the-

battalion

te-

arstainbattalion heavy weapons and one platoon (1.1.1(leasless... oneonlonly tank ) CompanyCOJllPUO'COJllPUOCompares ' C , 735th735thJ-

TlBfc

735th-

'Ta'i

735t-

hTai
. . . .

. . . . . . ...
.,

... . .IWMI"IWMIMIMI "

. . , ... ..... .. .00. . 111'111W"d'" ' Id..., " "" !'..
. . JTlBfc.TariTari'Ta'iTai'Tarsi. IfclttflOIfclttflO-

w

nitt tia'lionnc-
w

tialionnc-
wTallin-n' f n cros..d.crosdcrossrosEros,sea.. . t1r't"'-r't-r't"'r'e-

'"rtr-er
tru-
er'"' ' e'"rer

.

"'" ,!fttft( , '1717)1717% Y):. .:.., ..
, ', --- ' '' \> 1'1' ''
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:-
: '

.

' :. ""I.I" . : . . . . w " " . . .
:
.

:
.

, . . . , . , , , . M. . . *. .

..... ... . . .."' ' ".w..MprwMprwimp**.* *_" "-" 4. -
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wasryasryes_8 conduetedfconducted, the onlyo1'o1' 1 indication1cationul.ul. of enemy.nn. actionaottenoaten was someaomeanomie anti-tankantitankant1-.tankant1.tankant1.tankanti-crankcrankantitank-

mine

antita-
nk

ant1.tank-

mine

ant1tank-

mine

anticrank-

mines

antita-

nk
- . ,

minemines*, which werewere detectedcIet.cttdcIetcttdcivet. and removedremoved.reJlrelyremoved-

.Christmas

Ted.Ted*. .

ChristmasChr1ataal Day roast turkeyturk.turk.)" was sentlent to usUIan fromtrOllfro&fro& theth.th. kitchensldtohel1l whichwhiohwhich-

were

hitc-

her

whioh-

were

wido-

wer

which-

were

hitc-

herwere several milesd.1esd1es. tot.o. the rear.rear. The turkey was cold when it reached usus-

but

ru-

bout

us-

p

cus-

p. butQ\1tQ1tb-.atb-at. _\ p, atat.at..leJ.statleJstaptest. .least. , we.ee. had one indication other thanth'inthin' the snow that it TrasTyaeTransTaeTra-

sChri3tma

Tya-

eChristmas'

Tya-

eChristmas

..
.,.a8a8.

. . . ." ' '- "- "Chri3tmaChristmas'--Christmas'ChristmasChrCharChristmas'-

In

Christmas-

In

Christm-

as

isttftB.fristtftBfr. 7.7-

In

;

In order to filltill the need fortortore a unit with speed andand'' punch Task ForceForce-

Hamilton

Fo-
resail

Force-

Hamilton

Fo-
resail

Force-

Hamilton

Fo-
resailHamilton consisting ofor the following units was formedtormedstormed : 2d Battalion 32Sth328th326th32Sth-

Infantry

328th-

Infantry

326th-

InfantryInfantry (26th26th( Division ) , CompanyCQmpaCompaq C ( less one platoon ) 735th Tank Battalion ,

one platoon Company A 810thSlSth818thSlash TankTank'DestroyerTankDestroyerTank-DestroyerTankDestroyerAncestry'- Destroyer Battalion , one section BatteryBatterrBatter C ,

390th AAAAM Battalion , and one section CompanyComp C , 101stlOlstlOst Engineer CombatCambatComba-

tBattalion.

Com-

batant
Camba-

tDatt

Comb-

atant
.
_
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Zarly.earlyearlyEar. y Christmas morning this force attacked the town ofor SschdorfEschdorfEchoer , whichwhich-

dominated
-. . ,.,- . . ,- .

doiain&tsddoiaintsddcminataddominateddominants& the approachesapproachcsaproapron; chesaches to the Sure RiverRi"llerRillerDriller" in theth9 26th Division acneonezone oforof-

action.

ol-

faction

or-

action.

or-

ation

of-

action.

ol-

factionaction.action. The enemy had the town well fortified with camouflaged tankstanketanked , inin-in-

fantry

in-

f'antry

in-

fantry

in-

fantry

¬-

fantryf'antrygantry' camouflaged in snow suits , and many dug-indugin- rnachineguns.rnachinegunsmachineguns.machinegunsranchingmachine. There waswa-

sbitter

as-

sister

wa-

sbitter

as-

sister

wa-

sbitter

as-

sisterbitter fighting throughoutthrothrob out Christmas Dayray and the town was captured thethe-

morning

thr-

onging

the-

morning

thr-

onging

the-

morning

thr-

ongingmorning of 26 DecemberDecember.*. In this battle seven enemy tanks were knocked out ,

five by tank or tank destroyer and two by artillery fire.firetire.tire. Task ForceForce-

Hamilton

Fo-
resail

Force-

Hamilton

Fo-
resail

Force-

Hamilton

Fo-
resailHamilton lost two tanks and a large number of infantry.infantry. (23)23(23)-

After

23-

After

( )
" ._- -._ .__. , _..._ _.....__AfterMjtMt .rr. JijietheJimmied.J.J. . e 3-QsjajOMj3QsjajOMjJ.Qu\QLiJ.QuQLiAli19g:

-. [ \ ._o? ,.J&J. & .GG. ,b.9b9.d<lqrlardorr.r.rr. . .J...the>

.te:! ! . , ., eneengReneWI\.v.WI.v.\.
v ..x.;:qt.qt&UfttedUfttedA1JJitTufted&. .tt:. ed.edg.g

. . .ydtftiairdottierqh4 a.ii7aii7.ii. , "_,aiUotPJBaliquoti.t.tiitti4.tt4ttitt. . _ 91)91oo-

our

o-

ur
) ._ ..__ ... .-_ .._ ... . ... . . ,

our forces.forces. The 390th AAA Battalion which was operating with 26th In-InIn-

i'antry

In-

iantry

In-

fantry

In-

t'antry

In-

tantry

In-

fantry

In-

fantry

-

i'antryiantryt'antrytantryfantrywintrypantrygantry' Division shot down thirteen enemy airplanes and damaged three othersoLhersotherst-

fhich

oth-
ers

oLhers-

which

of ersers-

which

Be-

rwicktfhichwhichethic werewerwear countedcctuLtedoccultedc WltWalt d as&SS& pjpobableprobableopposablepDObable'losspDObablelossprobable'lossloss' boss totc the enemy.enemyen . (24)24(24)-

After

24-

After

(24)-

Art

24-

Art

(24)-

After

24-

After

( )

AfterArt r the battle fortortore SschdorfEschdorf.EschdorfEchoer,. Task Force Hamilton and 1stlet Battalion ,

104thlQ4th InfantryIr.fantryIrfantry. Attacked.tt. tack d in the directiondiraction ofot JonnalBonnalBop-41Bop41JoannaBona- _ and
,
LultganbausenLultzenhaLlaenLultzarlauagnSultanas_ tt-

attlllpt

in anan-

attempt

a-

gnate

an-

attempt

a-

gnateattemptattlllpt to seize8e1.8e1.. a bridge acrossacro.acromacro. . the Sure River.River. ThirdTh1-rclTh1rclrc- BattalionBat.talion. , 104thl04th104th-

nf4afe

.
, ,, ""' .. , .. ... . .. "'. ' . " , .. ,

... . '" - . . .......... V. N.,.

-'.. * nf4afenrtiMarti 9 . .**fcfecafe fe 44Mri4.-Mri--4Mri4Mari- Mri4rstti,-,--4tr.-b4tr.b4tr.4trb±-rst-t-irsttirest-rsttifstiff.-- - '''.tr'tr.
' . '--ff't't' ' 8IW.ra..t.tmelar-ar\1nIWrat.tmelarar1nIW.ra..t.tmelarar1njftFIWeijiffies. *.. . e"e"|w-- rtuArthurSd'wiiiiSdwiiii\ d"d withwitchwitchthewitchthe missionmil.1onmil1onmm-
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Ma-

li
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Thishi.hi! . worked wellwell2_11 fortot'tot' the nengr9neJQ'9neJQenemyNegro* ' had halted andam taken coverC078r in a slight drawdraw"draw-

"IUppo..dl7

draw-

IUppodl7

,"

euppoaedlyIUppo..dl7IUppo.dl7IUppodl7supposedly.. Haltingwaitmlwaitingwait fortortore thehe firetire to lift.liftl1tt.l1tt. HhenWhenHen the firtirefirs* diddielDiehl not lift , butbu.tbut-

continued

bu-

lletined

bu.-

tcontinued

but-

continued

bu-

lletined
.

continued In1ft intensity1nteuit7 on thent9ithem, the eneayenemaeuajenearyeaudenary started8t ec1 to eeatter.cattercatterscattereatercater. In panicpanic.*. OneODeOne-

of

On-

o
OD-

eot

Dep-

ot

One-

of

On-

oofot theth.th. tanks mame.... in1:111: such a heavyheaV7 concentration that the crewcr.cr.. foolishlytooUsblJtouslefoolishly-

bailed
fooli-

shly
tooUsblJ-

bailed

foolishly-

bailed
fooli-

shlybailed outout.,. ThefheTh.Thhe. other tank withdrew and somesoma ofot the enamy8n8m1enemy reached the edgeedge-

ot
ed-

ge
. ... . . . . ... .. . ., . . . . ot.ptth.ptthOt-tbeOttbepathtube; _-tb.etbetube.. woodsode nearby.nearbyM&riJy.MriJyMari& . MoYo jfc-efjfcefFCC.-*.-. .ttof. thetheenemyHenleyenemy.enemy., werenraNora killed oror""_ . wounded.wounded... . t1ded.t1ded. AmmunitionAmmunitio-

nexpenditure

Amm-
unition

AmmU.1iAmmU1iAmmo.Ammo.' tilntiontiniontilne-

xpenditure

tion-

expenditure

)

expenditure was three hundredhundre roundsround8.round8rounds.*. (19)19(19)-

During

19-

During

(19)-

During

19-

During

(19)-

During

19-

During

( )

During the day ofot 23 December , the pocket ofot resistance contained bybrby-

Companies

sy-

cophancies

br-

CQ

ba-

ric

by-

Companies

sy-

cophanciesCompanies1paniesCQ E and I denied our use ofot the main road from PratzSprat to GrosbousGrosbous.RosebudsGrosbous.-

Co

Rosebu-

ds

Grosbous.-

Companies

,.

CompaniesCo pan1e8 E and I , supported by a platoon of tanks attackedtackedat with partialpartials-

uccess.

part-

ials
partials-

uccess.

part-

ials
. . . . . . . . . .- ' - - - -- - - -

success.success. They knockedmocked out two enemy light tanks and reduced the pocket ofotof-

resistance

f-

reesias
of-

resistance

f-

reesias
.." .- , ., '. . ...

resistance
.. .. . ' '' . _ : . .

in size.size
' _

.
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OAt

o-

at

... .... .
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At 1930 hourshour&hour& 23 December , one platoonplat or ofor Company.CompaqyCompaqyCompaq., F was ordered to aa-

position

a-

pposition

a-

position

a-

pposition
. ::, . . . . / .

position south ofor GrosbousGrosbcuzRosebudsRosebud to further assistassiJt in containing the enemy.enemy. (20)20(20)-

On

20-

On

( )

On the morning ofot 24 December Companies E and I and one platoon ofotof-

Company

H-

offman

ot-

Company

O-

ttoman

of-

Company

H-

offmanCompany F engaged thethathan enemyeneRene sufficientlysufticiently to press him in and locate himhim-

definitely.

ind-

efinitely

him-

de1n1

him-

definitely.

ind-

efinitelydefinitely.definitelyde1n1! telyely . All troops then withdrew accordingcordingac to plan to allow our artilartil-artilyartil-

lery

artil-

le

artic-

le

artil-

lery

¬-

leryleeryle and mortar fire to be placed in heavy concentration on the enemy.enemyenemy-

.After

ene-
my

enenemy-

.After

ene-
my

.

After the artillery and mortar firetire was lifted , Company E and the platoonplatoon-

of

platoo-

nof Company F attacked the enemyen.en., in the woodswoo s and seventy-oneseventyone- prisoners werewere-

K

wee-

K

were-

taken

wh-

ereto

were-

dead

wee-

ded

, , __ __. ... _ . ... . K,. takenJ ftP.I.lI.P.t-ftP.I.lI.P.tftP.I.lI.P.t.PJBb.Qm..II'ftPIlIPtPJBbQmII. , ... ippsl.ippsldips} . !'. -. . .pJLarbQffL.PJBb.Qm..II'PJBbQmII_ . ...,. MKTAKITA' :r , ,*.. .wcundswounds",.tU1JtU1J. : . . .-rr-TJww?* w4to'Wi.f-n.'Wi.fWifn.Waif'w-w*:-& . -4to4to-... :- . _&it&M3&rirt-fw&&r&M3&rirtM3rirtfw&&rfwr&M3&rirtfw&&rvM3rirtfwrvfewer& *. -. &&-r.r.- . -vv-.*- . m-remymremyremmremy-

dead

men-

ded

r- ,. v.v. . . .. "'" . .- .- . .. . .- .. .

dead in the area.area. This was the remnant of what was originally estimated toto-

be

to-

e /' " v-vv-

be
v-

ibe
' -. . . I' ".

be a reinforced enemy battalion.battalion. Some ofot the enemyenemytenemy43-tt- believed to have eses-

caped

es-eses-

capad

es-

capade

es-

caped

¬-

capedcapadcappedcamped the night ofot 23 DecemberD8ce r, but fortortore the most part the battalion waswas-

destroyed.

was-

destroyed.

was-

destroyed.destroyed.destroyed. (21)21(21)-
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We cleared the town of enemyenem.yenergy. by about 1700 hourshourihori and set up aa-

defense

d-

efense

a-

defense

d-

efense

a-

defense

d-

efensedefense fortortore the nlniEniceniit.niitnitniit.-

The

knitt-

ed
it.itt.tit.-

The

bi-

tted

t.-

The

t-

ithe

.

The followingtoJlOltingtolling day we'We' advancedadvaneeadvance to the highh1&hh1h& groundround about 1200 yardsyards-

south

ya-
rds

yards-

south

ya-
rds

yards-

south

ya-
rdssouth ofor WiltzWiltW11 tz anda.nd. cameoamefoamed under artilleryartUlery ,) mortaraortaraorta , rocket and direct tankteaktank-

fire

han-

kie
teak-

tire.

tek-

tite
teak-

fire.

tal-
kiefiretire.tirefire.*. Our battalion was in no position to attack againstaplnatplat such resistresist--resista-

nce.

resista-

nce

resista-

nce.

resista-

nce
resista-

nce.
resista-

nce
¬-

ance.ance.Vance. MostKOiltMoatKilt of thetbetube enemy fire: was coming from our rlgfctrl&htrlhtrightrelictRalph& flank whichtrhichethic waswas-

wide

way-

side

was-

wid

way-

side

was-

wide

way-

sidewidewid openopeopen.cope!)
.
,. , ,.. . ..... ,. .,. . .

The BOth80th Division which had been on our right flank had passed fromtrantrainfrom-

operational

tran-

operational

tran-

spiration
from-

operationaloperational control of III Corps to XII Corps and was still south of thethe-

Sure

the-

sauri

the-

Sure

the-

sauri

the-

Sure

the-

sauriSure Ftiverftiver.river.river.Fiver,. (33(31)31(31)-

Due

31D-

ue

(31)-

Due

31D-

ue

( ! )

Due to our present vulnerablevulnulna ..rablerablerabble. position our mission was changedchanged-

from

chan-
ged

changed-

from

chan-
ged

changed-

from

chan-
gedfrom one continuous attack in the direction of WiltzWilt and St.St. VithViet to oneone-

of

ne-

o
one-
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The

Criticis-

m
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"
_

.

.
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, , , .

The speed with which ThirdThird. . ArmyArray changedchanechanced? direction , planned newnew-

operations

ne-

gotiations

ne-

woper.tionsJ

ne-

wopertions

ne-

wspersonoperationsoper.tionsJopertionsJoper-tionsopertionsdoperions:-... , movedmoved"moved," and supplied itself marks a hihighh decreede&reedereedegree& of skill inin-

large

en-

large

in-

large

en-

large

in-

large

en-

largelarge scale tactics.tactics.tactics.-

This

tacti-
cs

tactics.-

This

tacti-
cs

tactics.-

This

tacti-
cs

.

This operation was conducted in severely cold weather for which ourour-

troops

out-

crops

our-

troops

out-

crops

our-

troops

out-

cropstroops were not well'Wellwelll' equipped.equipped. Shoes that were better suited for extremeextreme-extreme-

ly

e reme-remeRenereme-

1y

¬-

ly1y cold weather and snovsnO\snOsnotnovsnobsnOwouldsnowbound\ '; would have prevented many frostbitefDostbite and trenchfoottrenchtrenchfoot-

casualties.

trenchfoot-

casualties.

trenchfoot-

casualties.casualties.casualties. Our troops were subjected to lonlong periodsp riodsrods ofoff exposureexposureJ, toto-

5U

to-

6T
. ._ . . . . , ... . .... ....-_-W.W..-. . ,.

5Ul2bb . . . _ ±th,her , . an4-an4.an.d.and.an4ca&ean4cae, . . vk] ... . ''"." - '- ' - - - - ' ' ' " - -" ::--_--.-- -
. ==.z.ex.ozexoexpo. er U&eUe&L fa ,)' -. - ca&ecaecafeR & e 17.-t.ft&"ftm-de'-'arrd--etf1-m.-17tftftmdearrdetf1m.17.t.ft&"ftmtftftmde'de'arrdarrdetf1m.17.t.ft&"ftmde''arrdetf1m.IT17tftftmdearrdetf1mITtiffWard- e'fteftdeft& ! : . IT 'Y'Y 6T1"1 TOe"lCKcir-TOe"lCKcirTOelCKcirToolkitTOe"lCKc-

irvidual

TOelCKci-

rvidual

t.-t.t.rrrieBrie. -rrnd : -

vidualvidal soldier was lowered.loweredlowered-

.It

lower-

ed

.

It is myIn1 opinion thatthe.the.t in field problem training , a relief systemsystem-

should

syst-
ems

system-

should

syst-
ems

system-

should

syst-
emsshould beb e worked out and recommendedrecottmended.recottmendedrecommended.*. This'rhirhihi'

.would: keep)(eepbeep the moralm.oralm.ora1P.mora1P.mora1P. ft . andand-

efficiency

in-

definite

and-

efficiency

in-

definite

and-

efficiency

in-

definiteefficiency oforaa unit att a higherhiiherhither level and would reduce casualties fromfrom-

both

frogm-

outh

from-

both

frogm-

outh

from-

both

frogm-

outhboth the enemy and the weatherweather.waweather.-

The

weath-

er
ther.theretherther.-

The

hea-

rth

*.

The nin1nightiltgilt, it attack on GrosbousRosebuds was a success1\100.1100.1100.\ ..' in that it defeated easilyeaeilTeaseleasily-
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In tntthe meantimeant1u_ thetU 1stletlot and 3d BattalionBattal10uBattalions* croacroakcrOl18dcrosseded the river in thethe-

vicinity

the-

vicinity

the-

vicinityvicinity of LultssenhausenLultaezmausen.tsenhausentsenhausenteahouseTO. and wereare movingnevinlevil.! into positionpoaitl'poaitlpoaitl'npoaitlnpail' n on the loft:1ett1ettleft:
: ofof-

2d

of-

2d

of-

2d2d BattalionBat.t.alion.Battalion.. . *. (2S2S(28)28(28)-

At

28-

At

( )

At 0135 RegimentalRe.iuntalReiuntalReinstall. Fragmentarypngmenta17 Order NoNOt*, 36 waswalwail received andand. . at 0245024'0240245-

the

024'-

the

024-

the

0245-

the
'

the battalionbat\aUonbataUonyaupon\ order fortortore an attack in the direction ofot HiltWilt.Wilt!ts*. was issued.issuedi.uecl.iueclKielissued.-

At

i.uecl.-

At

issue-

d

,. .

At 1000 hours , 28 DecemberDecelllber , the next day , the 2d Battalion movedlIlovedallowed outout.out.-

The

ot-

ter

out.-

The

ot-

ter

*.
. . . . . . . . . . .." " ' - " ' '' ' ' ' ' ' '

TheThe formationformationwasformation-waswas- 'cOmPcOmPCompany'nn F on the leftlettlet, CompanyP; Gi on theh rightri8h 'andandandand-

Company

anc-

horman

.ii'iiEE-

Company

C-

ompanyCompany eschelonedechelon to the rear ofot CompanyCanpany G.G. One machinegunmachinemachine gun platoon ofotof-

Company

H-

offman

ot-

CompaI11

of-

Company

H-

offmanCompanyCompaI11 H was in support ofat Company F and one in support ofot Company GG.GG-

.There

G-

uthrie

G-

.There

G-

uthrie

,.

There was also one 81-nm81nm81-mmmmSl-* mortar observer with an SCRSR 300 radio attachedattached-

to

attach-
edto each front line companyCOJ11pany.COJ11panycompany.*. The attachedat tachedached platoon ofot tanks was to followfollow-

the

follo-

w
follow-

the

follo-

w
.

the attack by boundsbounds.bounds.Mai-

dwr.Ir7MwKwrri.

boundsMai-

dwrIr7MwKwrri

,.

Maidwr.Ir7MwKwrri.MaidwrIr7MwKwrri.MaidwrIr7MwKwrri[ . ..-..
.. .. ...AfV.MAfVMFM._. _ walr.rwalrrwar-, ....:. : ..bjitfcabjitfcabifocal..bjitfc-

adirection

}}Btt..a.liBttaliBattalionBtt..a.li8Bttali8...
. = -88- r d: ' d '

. : rnru-.iho.rnru.iho.RNX-... AkeJake.
.
! .= Cj.4QItCItch# . -

i A..r-t..rt..

-
.

et .rr.-:4:44.r:4f ,

-;ll1Ubk
:vt;/1Ubk1Ubk/;;* :.:, 'VrM'VrM.MbMMbMVrMM':._**_ :;; ' 4'4t*

'" ;.
F '::

.cc. MVv.Vv....':,.:Q.. . .
iJMBW-iJMBWlimbiJMB-

W(08

iJMB-

W08

= r7 4M4-

Mdirection

*-.

direction
. . . .

of
. . .

Buderscheid.BuderscheidUnderscored
. . . _ . . . . .

. After
' "

advancing
.. . _ . ._ . ._ . . _ to

. ._
the_ . .

northeast
. . u.u. . . . , _ .

to_ - . . within
.._ . . . . . . . . . . _ . . . . . . .--_ ._ _. . ._ . . . .

. . . ,.. . - . . , . . ' . . . . . - .

700 yards of the town , CompanyCompahyGormpatlyOrnately G camecarne totoO a lone farmhousefarmhou.se. on the hillsidehillside-

and

hillsi-
deand caught an enemy outpost ofot three men byb ' surprise I, killed oneandhomelandone and tooktook-

the

toot-

hed

took-

the

toot-

hed

took-

the

toot-

hedthe other two prisonersprisoners.*. (29)29(29)-

As

29-

As

( )

As we came nearer to BuderscheidBuderstheidUnderscoredUnderstated: , the enemy could be seen millingmilling-

around

mill-
ing

milling-

around

mill-
ing

milling-

around

mill-
ingaround in the town anda diggingggingegging in on a slopesl p to thehe northeast.northeast.

.
ArtilleryArtillery-

and

Artillery-

man

Art lleryleeryllery-

and

Leyl-

andand mortar fire was directed on the enemy and.andan. also CompaniesCompa.nies. F , G and HH-

fired

F-

ired

H-

tired

T-

ired

H-

fired

F-

iredfiredtired a large volume"lolwnelolwneLowe" of small arms on the eneny.enenyenemy.enemy. The attached tanktank-

HpnEEOTrra

tank-

yuyvaea . . . . ... . . .---"'--HpnEEOTrraPenetrate- " t rn "V1V1" sC tt ' 'r'r'yuyvaea' 'WW' r'r' TRrrardrTerra"t"t"fdfd" " iss'rsissrshissersS !' "st-rstrt:-IftGift 'mmWr'Wr.1t1t'. ra'as"vaultvault"oJ mr-DtfmrDtfDtit"-t"tt"5fit5fi" -_66-

tanks

5fi5fi't15fit1-tfi-'t1't1t1fib' ;; 'n"n'n"9n.n9n'§ wmrmr"' \9n.9n.\ . KsIrs ifoinfot1n'-------t1n't1nt1n-

'tanks

t1n-

tanks

®'- - -----
tanks approached the tank platoon leader was standing in the turret ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe lead tank and was killed by enemy small arms fire.firetire.tire. This resulted inin-

an

ina-

ne
. " ...

. anaD awful.a.1du1a.1du1a1du1. . blasting-.ofblasting.ofblasting.blasting-ofof-.-., of the.tow.ofthetowofTheothe.the. .tttow.tow. ? . . 01'01of.of' .Bixdarscheid.by.Bixdarscheidby. .BudP..r.aohEdd.BudPraohEddUndrapedB. ade.rscheaderscheadders.. . . id.id. ._ b.bher.her. . tank-.firetank.firefireta.nktank. - .t.ire.tire.fire.fire. . . . . AfterAt! r, thisthi.sthiefthief-

the

the-

ft
. s,s-

the

t-

hethe battalion novedf.1ovedf1ovedrovedmoved. in andaids cleaned outcut theth\JthJ\? town, capturingcapturL'-"lgcapturL-lgcapturi-ng"' 5CCCC or 60 prisonprison-prison-

ers.

prison-

era.

prison-

ers

priso-

ner

¬-

ers.ersera.era. The enemyGnelGel ' sufferedsutfered very heavilyheavilT in casualties froatromfromfrotromp artilleryartille17 andand-

mortar

Pa-

ndora

and-

mortar

Pa-

ndora

and-

mortar

Pa-

ndoramortar because ofot the facttact that theytheY' ' had just begun to setlet up their dede-

fense.

de-

fense

de-dede--de.-

f

de-

f

de-

fence.

de-

fense

¬---

fense.fensefenee.feneefence.fencefens. (30)30(3Q3Q(39)39( )
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wxTroops

. . .. . . .. ... . . .. .. " ' ... . ...... .. " "
_ , " .

_ ,,

1

ii-

the

l-

ithe

i

iiij

j

theth* sanesic.... typet.1JMIt1JMI. enemye thatt.hat. foughttOUCh'tOUCh' stubbornlyatu.bbomlatubbomlturbo.
, in1a the daytiae.daytiaedqtiae.dqtiaedaytimedottierdaytiae.-

Hit

dayti-
me

daytidaytime e .$

Hit1Mftefate' crossingOrollinaCorallineGrosGrogs ofofbeoffbeatthe\bebe\ Sorekreirere Hirer11..1'11.1111River.... ' andeel the'hehe' attack onon BttderseteldBta4erlohe1d.Bta4erlohe1dButterweedBudereBlundered id. wawa-

aeeeatJfttl

erasera-

ssuseesda

er-

asures
...

.aeeeatJfttlsuseesda....lIlullIlulLilly. 1, becausebeo.\1.beo1.beo.1.beoeuseBeloberceuse.\ .'. the eaey.tIII\Y.tIIIYLeakeyenesgenes.. *\ naawasnada.. aererGwersirearnerGower able toio ewreoae.roOMroOMorooaebereavecorroborate...,., theth.th. advantagee.ciYaft\aa.e.ciYaftaa.advantage-

oar

e.ciYaftaa.-

our

advanta-

ge
. \ .

oarour forcetoro.toroforces.*. hadbad creronravercoreron himh1m byb7 initial1D1t1al eurprite.eurpritenrprl.nrprlsurprise.surpriseferriteNorplant.. .

x--xx-

1.

x-

1

-.-
11.1. Surprise is18 essentialesnntialentail to successsuoce.ssuocessources. in1n battlebattle.*.

2.2. Troops must be equipped to meet the hazardsha ardsbards ofot weather.weather.

3.3:3.: . It is fatal to outrun the extent ofot your artillery support.supportsupport.-

A.

suppor-

t
.

A.A4.44 . Night attacks at the proper time pay large dividends.dividendsdividends.-

Mass

divide-
nds

.

5.5. MassMaS8 firetire by mortars and artillery increases in effectivenesseffectiveness-

in

effectivene-

ss

ef tectitactic yen.yen...
in proportion to the amount ofot surprise8urprise that is1s achieved inin-

the

in-

ter

in-

the

in-

ter

in-

the

in-

terthe initial volume of! fire.firefire.-
Kl

fire.4-

M

fire4-
M

fir-
e

.
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r.6.

i-

r6

>, <, . .- . .. '; : ! " ' ' ; :o-oo-

6.

o-

6
-:.' . "'\ ""r'i'.:"*

6.6. When you have the enemy off balance J, never let him recover.recoverrecover-

.Victory

rec-
over

.

7.77 . VictoryVictory-VictoryinVictorian- inirl : battle; the is oftenoftende.f.erIidnedoften..detendetended-. -.detetmned--de.f.erIidnedde.f.erIidneddeterminedde.f.erIidnedby'deferIidnedbydefrauded.

., erfinecdefine --by-by--by'by'bythebytethe.the-'. .thth.

, force'thatforcethatrVl'C"the.rVlCthefurcethatforetasterevoltedurethrarVl'C"rVlCfurceVCfarce' " '- --the.the.--that-thatthethatathat. too- "- -isi'did---aais-

willing

s-

willing

:
-!:'a-

willing

w-

illing

. " " -"

willing to go just one yard farther.farther.
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