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THE OPERATIONS OF A TASE FORCK OF COMAAT OOMMAND "B", \th ARMORED DIVISION
AT BASKENDCRY, SAAR VALIZY, FRAKCE, Z3-24 NOVDMEER 1944
(RATHRLAND CAMPATON)
(Fersonal Experience of Task Force Commander)

JETRANCTICH

Tiis monograph deals with the operations of a Task Force of Combat
Command "B®, 4th irwared Division, XII Corps, Third United Statas irmy,
23-24 Novesber, 1944, in the capture of Sasrendorf, 3asr Valley, Prance,
As a prelude to the operation referred to above a shart resumd of opera-
tions and the genersl situation on the Third irsy froat doring ansd prior
to the month of November 13 sasential to properly orieat the resder,

¥With the closing of Jummer the Third irmy's headlong advance across
France ended abruptly owing to lack of suppliss, (1) and as of the 2%th
of Septesber the airmy had goos oo the defeasive, (Map i; {2} Duriag the
period from the 25th of Septesber to the Sth of Kovember the satire Third
Aray, for the firat tims in Werld War II, dug in and reasined in & parely
defensive atatus, and were restrained to limited objective attacks to ia-
prove minor positions. {3) The irmy was righting with inadecuate means
againat equal or superior enesy Zoroes in exoellent defsczive positions.
(4) Iz addition, the seascnal rains had commenced abo.: ine 25th of Sept-
ember and had continaed unceasingly since that dite. <ivers, streass and
cansls were in flood stags. 41l Cut the best rowds were cuagnires, and
fields ard meadows wers impussabls to any bet full-track whicles and, in
many instances, oo low ground ispassable even to tanks, (5)

During the interim 21st of October to 8tk of November, inteasive pre-

parations were made by the Third .rmy prepsratory to tha senswal af the
offensive, (6} at the same time, the Tespite o7fored the Jermans was an
interval in which their gealns for argenisaticn snd laprovisstion wes util-
ized to the fullsst axteat. Hegrovplng, refittiag and sireagtheaiag, their
rassive delaying defecss pazsed tc an sgpressiwe defeass, with couater-

attacks increasing in sise and scops., (7)

(1) a7, p. 188,192,196; (2) &7, p 196, i@, p. 87; (2) &3, p. 843 Mb3(L)}
i1, pe 139, &30 pe g (5} &=L, po 138, ik, p. 43, &7, Ps - ol -8, P’“i
(6) 43, p. 196, P A2; (1) 43, po 105, &8, p. XY,1N9, &9, p. 355410
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Warning arders had been issned to all uaits of the Third Army and
preparations wmre complated for the resomption of the offecsiwe on the
5th of November, an offensiwe designed to dash the enesy's bopes for a
winter breathing spell in which he could rest and refit snd tims face
the Spring with renewed confidence, (8) At a conference a few days prior
to this date, held at the Commend Foet of the Ath Armored Diviaica, Geasral
George S. Fatton had talied informally with sertain ssmbers of the Division
of this coming offensive, and had giwa as the ultisate cbjective of the
Third Army tho smashing of the German Army to its froat; the reduction of
the Fortress Metz; the breaching of the Slegfri.. Line, sad the reaching of
the Bhine River. (9) The Oeneral had discussed the eaeay in bis peecliarly
distinctive and forceful siyls and predicted that this immineat test wmld
be the last battle of the war in Europs, as ks Third irmy woald atterly
sasash the Germans and epd the conflict, He exmded confidence and lsbmed
those officers preseat with a feeling of immediate snd spectacmlar satcess.
(10}

48 an iliustration of General Fatton's coafidencs, la a perscnal state-
ment to the writer, who had besn dssiznated the Advance Ounard Cosmander of
Cosbat Command "B¥, Lth Armored Division, he mentioned that the 1lth of Now-
smbar had always been his lrccky day and conssquently reguested the reachiag
of the Sisgfried Line as his primary objective as of that date, his birthday,
as a birthday present. (1)

The Lth irmored Divigion, at the time this narretive Opsns, wmas come
sidered a zeasoned organisation, haviag participated in the Normaody camp-
aign, the St. Lo breakthrough, the pursmit through Brittasy and across Frunce,
It had perticularly distingished itself duriag the ~feressationed defeasive
phase in a series of savage taak battles against cerwrically superior Gersan
Fanser forces, 1a which a total of 281 Gerusn taniks wmre destroyed im tlres

(2) a3, p. 1265 (9) A#2,162-5$, 47, p. 250, &8, p. 116; (X0) &1, p. 162,
Perscoal Kaowledge; (11) Perecesl kncwladge
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wesks of combat bDetwesn the 21st of Septesber and the 7th of Uctober, de-

feating the massed efforts of the llth Panger Division, 1l5th Psaser Oreo~
adier Division, the 111th and 1ll13th Panzer Drigades, to break through its
defensive position at drracourt, (12) At the conclusion of the tremecdous
tank battics, and after 87 days of continmous combat, the Livision was re-
lieved by the 26th Infantry Divielon on the 12th of October and want intos

III Corps Reserve, (13)

GENERAL AND CORPS SITUATIN

The disposition of the units of the Third irsy and XII Corps as of the
ath of November are as shown on Map 5, The line had not changed materially
since the 2lst of September, The XII Corps, casprising the 26th, 35th and
g0th Infantry Divisiona, the Lth and tth irmored Divisiona and the 2nd
Cavalry Group, waz to jump off first with the mlssion of clearing the south=
ern pertion of the Saar Valley and, in conjunction with XX Corps, to advance
northeast and establish a bridgehead over the Rhine River. (L)

All preparations were completed and the troops imyed to s resusption of
the offensive. & large air strike by the Bth Air Force on the immediate
front of the 80th Infantry Division was scheduled at daylight of the 5th of
November, just prior to the attack, (15} Due to the inclement weather, how-
ever, the attack was postponed untll the Sth, but the bambera, 500 mediues,
came in op the late afternccn of the Sth, £1ying through low over-hanging
clouds and proceded to execute as much of their mlssion as possible through
rain and fog, dumping the Temainder of their loads deep in Germany. (16)

At daylight, 0600 houra the 8th of November, I11 Corps of tha Third

Army, three Infantry Divisicas abreast, jumped oft supported by 700 guns. (17)

DIVISION SITUATION
it 0505 nours the 9th of Novesber, preceeded by a thunderous artillery
concentration of thirty-three bettslions, the two {ambat Commands, Combat
(12) &2, po 90, ah, ps 40, &7, p. 210, Aaas pe 913 (13) A=k, po bk, 45
15

P-8 3 (n "‘lwp- 153,15k, A=T7, P 2463 =1, P 164,162, &3, p. 1273
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and Combat Cammand "B", Ath irmored Division, psssed through the 35th and

26th Infantry Divisions respectively, Combat Commend "3 on the north in
two columne near Fontenoy and Combat Comsand "A" on the south in the vici-
nity of Harracourt near Morhange. Eoth advanced slowly against heavy
resistance. (19) {Map B) - - -

Both Cambat Commznd ™a" on the south and Combat Command "BY on the north )
inched ahead. All aleag the line tre Sermans fouzht Litterly, tenaclously
and savagely with massed artillery and armor contesting the way, Xines lit-
tered the roads and flelds; obstacles, tank ditches, trenches and firxed
positions were eacountered by the score, and the rzin contimued. The armor

was at times coupletely roaa-bound, and the highways were mined and covered

by fire frun well erplaced and dug-in 75mms and R3mms. {20) As an instance

of the type of cpposition encounterea, on the 13th of Noventer, Ln the wici-
nity of karthille on one hill alone, twenty-one anti-tsnk guns (10 88mms and

11 high velocity 75mes) were knocked out in thirty minutes by Sombat Co ~

while Combat Command 74" on the road frow ZJonthll to Rodalbe

s

lost six tanks in as many minutea to Intense artillery and Ant.i-'tank zire, "%

mz=rnd "BY, (20

A few days later on the outskirts of Rodalte more than 900 mines were cleared

by the Division Engineers. (22) (kap 2) »
ifter a2 week of slow but steady zdvance, on the L5th of Novester, Xil

Corps stopped for one day to regroup. (23) The attack was resumed on the

16th and by the 20th Dieuze hsd been taken by the 26tk Infentry Division

and elements of Combat Command "A", ith irmored Division, (Z4) With the

capture of this town, Combat Command "37 was ordered to break contact on

the north at Torcheville, to retrezce its steps, move east through Zieuze,

yittersheim and Fepetrange and seize erossings over the 3aar River, !25) gllapmc)

The tridge at Fenetrange wae blown and the river unfordable, (26) He-

connaissance elsmsnts attached to the idvance Guard ranged the river north

(19) A-li, A=k, pe Lb, A=T, p. 252; (20} A=3, Pp. 130, A-8, p. 126; (21} A=L,
. 473 (22) Ah, p- 46, 503 (23) a-L, p. 503 (24) &3, p. 136, Ak, p.
(25) ik, P. 50, A-7, p. 262, k8, p. 132; (26) a-k, p. 54
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and sout: of Ferstrange and at Gosselming discovered a brldge intsct,

Lisutenant John Keenan, Plateon Leader, C Troop, 25th Cawalry Mechanlized,
and his Platoon rushed the bridge, overwhelmed the guards, and secured the
crosaing for the Advance Suard of Combat Copmand "B®, The demolition crew
of Sermana, charged with the responsibility for blowing the bridge, were
surprised and captured while having coffee in s nearby café, totally ob-

livious to the advent of the Americans, (Z7)

COEAT COMMAND "B7 SITUATION
Immediately on reachirg the Ssar River, Combat Command "BE" was again
divided into two separate Task Forces, The .idvance Duzrd, with some few
additions, was designated the East Task Force, and was composed as follows:
53rd arwored Infantry Battalion, minus
¢ Company, 8th Tank Eattalion
C Company, 166th Engineer Battalion Combst
lsi Flatoon, C Troop, 25th Cavalry Mechanized
Assault Jun Platoon, 25th Cavalry Kechanized
253rd Araored Field Artillery Battalion
The East column was under the immedlate comnand of the author, the Executlive
officer of the 53rd Armored Infentry Battalion, and under the overall coewsnd
of lisutensnt colonsl Georpe Jaques (later Colonel), Comending Officer,
5ird Armored Infantry battalion.
The #ast oolumn was cocposed as follows:
gth Tank 3attalion, minus
C Company, 53rd Armored Infaniry Battailon
£ Company, l66th Engineer Battalion Sombat
2nd Platoon, C Troup, 25th Cavalry Mechanized
22nd Armored Fleld Artillery Battaliem
This column was under the command of Major Thomas Churchill, Commanding Of-
flcer, 8th Tank Battalion. (28)
The aission of thess two columns was to proocede narth ajlong adjecent
parallsl routes and push ahead aggressively with the town of Bitche on the
Siegfried Line as the nltimsis objective, (29)

A brisf sxplanstion 1a interjected at this polat to sxplaln the ¢ampo=

(27) Mk, pe 333 ((38 29) Purscoal mewledge




sition and use of Task Forces in the ith irmored Diviaican, a composite

organisation which becams prevalent in the majority of armored units as
the war pcogressed.

Expsrisace had demoastrated that a battalicn commander was asverely
handicapped in his ability to exsrcise the necessary coatrol due to the
type of opsrations engaged in by armor, including depth and width of
froatage, and the instantanecus, cn~the-spot deolsions required, Murther-
sore, the tank-infastry team in an asmored division was an integrated, co=
besive unit, mlded togeiher over & long period of time, wherein each tank
compeny and aracored infantry company habitoally worked together. Thus on
cccasions a tank or armored infantry battalion might have as many as six
or tore comp aniss upder its comsand; for example, three tank and three
armored infantry, in sddition to organic heavy weapons and adninistrative
support, s & constquence, in order to improve control and to exercise
Lamediste supervision and coxsand over thass tank-infantry teams, a staff
officer frcm coa of the battallons, sither tank or armcared infantry, was
geoerslly designated as the commender and actuslly dirscted the operation
under the oversll supervision of the senior battalion commander. At times
0 additlonsl battalion staff officer was sselgned to assist the Task Porce
cosmsoder, In following mocths, as the war opened up and the exploitation
phase began, a battslion might have a whols seriss of minor Task Foroes sach
soder command of a staff officer,

TASE FORCE SITUATION (EAST TaSK FORCE)
advancing fras Oosselming without opposition (30) contact was made with
s Tenix serven of the Tist Infantry Regimsat, Lith Infantry Division, Seventh
Gaited Matse Atwy, st Kirrberg at appraximataly 1200 heurs 2 Kovesber,
Nlmmmdmnnm-rudusbmwpmh

L

ing She sast, (M)

(30} ik, pv 351 Mg, Po ) (31} &k, p. 33, Pereccal kmowlsdge
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Passing through Kirrberg, the long armocred column moved slowly down
the winding rosd, rain beating down fitfully in sudden squalls, Low scud-
ding clowds reced across the blsak sky, skirting and enveloping the low,
wod-crested foothills, The monotony of the late autumnal landssaps was
croken only by the shiny, rair-glistensd sides of the tanks s half-tracks
and assault guns as they rusbled forward, (32)

G-2 Intelligence repcrts m;umfi'i--nt- of the 25th Panzer Division
and L¥Xth Fanser lLehr Dtvhlmﬁ;tminz to intercept the advance of the
Lth aracred Sivislon and wlemsatary calculations pointed to thsir intercep-
tim in the oot Loo distant future. (33)

The artillery liaison pllot, spotting ahead of the column, had just
reported Lo the Task Foros Commender that the weather wae closing in and
foraing bim to land. (34 1o one final sweep over a large hill, approxi-
mtely & alie to the nartheast, the pilot suddenly burst on the air to re-
port sxcitedly approtisately 25 to 30 twiks moving west; that they were
defointely hostlls, Xark Vs &4 nearly as he could Judge, and that further
sheervatlion was lopossible ss the weather precluded his staying up any
loager. {33)

A0 this slarming LIt of news was belng digested, a burst of machine
fan Fire sounded from the beal of tha c¢olumn, then the sharp bark of the M8
Mssdil guss reisforcing the lavalry Reconnalssancs Flatoon, The coluan
talled and pulled over to the side of the rosd, jamsed up almost bumper to
tmaper, The Task Porse Commasder worked his peep up the oolumn untll he
ressimd Liseteasnt Jobn Resoan, Cavelry Hsconnalssancs Platoon leader, _
Uestoasst keenso reparted that he had spotted s few German tanks which had
romghly withdramm loto the village 0 Lbe immediate froat; that he had aleo
ssom s fow iadivideal seldiowrw, and that his sssaclt guns were fi=inc L lo
1z Lowm asyw or lees on peeavsl principles, (%) (kep D)

mauiadge } d=11, 0203 (3 35 A=11, U2e, Personal know
%l {%) Statemmat 'utgm’ ’m to &uu fiovesber 23,19%4
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The Task Force Commander then proceded to analyag and estimate the

eituation. The time was 1400 hours. Kis colum wag on & high ridge=line
from which the road dropped sharply down into a flat plain. In the ceater
of the plain ran a swollen stream, crossed by a single bridge, and at tae
far end of the plain lay a small village, To the rear of the village, due
north, rose a high hill which overlooked and gave perfact observation to
anything that happened in the valley below, To the front and to the east
of the village rose an even larger hill which dominated not only the town
and the valley, but also all approaches to the town and vallay, (37) {¥ap D)

TASK FORCE PLAN OF ATTACK

The problem presented itself as follows: The column had to advance; |
to continue the advance, the town had to bs taken; to take the town, hold "
it, and then continue the attaok, the nearest and bighest hill southeast of
the town had to be captured,first,

The decislon was guickly made and the aitack order given: 4 Cogpany,
5.rd armored Infantry Battalion, to move up the read, dismount s Cross the
stream and occupy the high ground southeast of the town: B Company, 53rd
araored Infantry Battalion, to dismount, seize the bridge For the tanks and
deploy in the valley preparatory to assault on the town; C Company, 8th Tank
Battalion, to follow E Company, 53rd Armored Ifffé.nt.ry Battalion, advanes over
the bridge, deploy in front of the town preparatory to assaulting it in con-
c-rf };ﬂ,h B Company; Cavalry Reconnaissance platoon to move t5 the west ami

agreen that flank; mortars and assault guns to fire smolte and FE on the out-
sxirts of the tomn and to keep amoking until deployment on the plain was ac-
complished; artillery to fire on call of the Forward Observers with companiea
and to lar a TOT (time on target) on the town as the assault began, (38)
3inpls orders: The bagianing of a nightmare, As B Company and the tanks
aoved out s Uersen Formard Ovserver got on the job. Close upon the shrill

{37 38) Fersonal knowledge




shrisk of so S8im appeared the hlasek peier sherge of & Migniiee barst,
and adjestasot techniqes for resnge aad énilestise. lacther kigh-Lime Wmret
sxploded apd thea a mrderces fire swept the rend. lnterupsreed with tie
uncistaicabls slam of the Sl was the heovier wiiss and wiamp of endhem
artillery, plus the terribls crump of e LEEm awiar. Pwo Maif-tresim
of B Company were hit, coe of which began Lo burm with & thkisk, sarid,
black smokw, ssrving Lo further arisst the Gesuma artillovy s o the talde
umn's poeition, (39) To the Taek Feres Commamter, Sudled buhind his peey
in a rain-fillad ditch, the sstice pertended nare than we ot fhrel appwrest.
30 much supporting fire histed i al leest & reisferesd bellalien, e tm
concentration of 25 to 20 Jsfman tanks wae, Lo say Lt lonl, Slegeieting.

it this moment heavy and swstaised firiog wea hewrd Lo Liw wawid.
s:itchiutoth-ndiomlufmmwumm
that the iiest Task Force had sutossded 18 stiresting ibe sneny taste o it=
gelf, and at the momsat was beavily eageged. {40}

Cown the road the tanks of the East Task Pures seuld be seea sevwing
mttothohrldp,mihthqmdhf‘q-a“m‘w
in thz water-fillsd ditches, sither slde of the road. 4 peap bekdisl O
first tank suddenly dissprearsd is & blindiag, yellew flash - & Slrest kin,
The lead tank, Captain lacClasssry’s (C Oompeny Cosmader, SRk Task duttaliem)
rumbled over the bridge safely. PFifty yurds bekind, the seeesd task wm
seen to sriver and clouds of saoke blllowsd out: » ziss, The rescieder of
thﬁt&nhhlintdmmmummmndmw-m
on the radio telling them in wnadstaksbly forceful langeage te mew wp and
cover him. Another tank luwmbered wp, by-pasaiag on the sheulder of the rewd
the disablad tank, a brave thing to do, and maved furwmd safely. Assther
and ancther, and shartly all were across without fartser aishep., ( i1)

As the tanks spread cut oa the plain before the Lewm, Us iafestry seved

(39 40 41) Personal knomlcdge




into poaition o thelr rear, a plstoon of iafmicy tesssd up with & pla-
toon of tanks, Off to the right A Campecy wss nom ferdiag the tyeen.
They were under desmltory artillery and sorter fire, s bsma e ia ia WUe
witar, laden down with beavy clathes sad equipmeat, and pullisg eech sther
across in lce-00ld water up to their pecks. (42)

The Tesk Forcs Commandsr decided 10 aove Turibar foressd alasg the resd
with a section of the Heconnaissance Platoen of Headmarters Compesy, 3¥rd
Armored Infantry Battalion, as local protestion acd asseeagees. da adert
snamy Forward Obgerver spotted the Cammand growp, A whiss reee le & saress-
ing crescendo, then came a slam, The sir was fillsd with the b itier Teen of
cordite. Lying in the ditoh, whers the first shwll xmocimd hls, the Task
Force Cosmander watched additional salvos burst ia the =idet of the Ineun-
najssance Platoon. He saw & soldier atruggle to hla haods aad owmes w=iih
the bewlldered look of the badly wounded and try to crwwl owt of e fire.
The shelling lifted and searci:ed on up the rosd, 3wt Temmined of s telly
shaken Reconnaissance Platcon and the Task Force Cammander cocatismed ferward.
(43}

The assault on the town was predicated on 4 Sompeay's taidng 1ts abjee-
tive and was to begin immediately on the culminatioca of this operetiam.

The Task Force Commnder watched A Company, & alow bedraggled colmmm, mrag-
gling up the hill, Suddenly, it was ssen to stop, ras ranilly te ita Jait,
or north flank; and form a line of skirsishers. The crest of the hill sed-
denly erupted with puffs of black suoke., The Formard Qoserver had salled
for time fire by the entire Artillary Battalion, Three vallies crashed om
the hill and then the line of skirmisghers comseaced ruaniag quickly forwerd
following their om marching fire., The crackis of heavy rifls fire flosted
down, In a few minntes only occesional dsaultory shots were heard, and tham

- A

camplete milence. (44)

(42 43 L4) Personal knowledge
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The Task Pores Commander tried agaln and again to raise *: Campany to i

: 8

no avail. PFrom whers hs was standing, howvar, it ws apparect that the
hill had to be taiken, About ten minutes later twe wt and midsersbly cold
individuals, Captain Frank Kutak and Lieutenant Joseph Underwood (now Cap-
tain}, A Company GCommander and lst Platoon leader respectiwvely, reported

to the Task Force Cosmander at his one—guarter ton and announced that the
k111l had been taken; that four German Sfmm gune were in their hapds, plus
sixtesn prixoners, and that the artillery time fire and their own mxrehing
fire had so demoraliged the snsxy sun crews that when i Coupany began its
assault no resistance had been mst, In addition, the guns had all been
facing south or southeast and no supporting or defending troops other than
the artiilerymen had been on the hill; thet ths twe Cozpany radios, SCR536a,
had besn soaked in crossing the etream and were unserviceabls and only the
Forward Observer's radio was in operation. They also reportsd that 4 Come
pany's casuzlties were minor: one man drowned and a few hit by HE; that

the streax had been considerzbly deepar and tne current stronger than anti-
cipated, in fact over the heads of the tallsst men, Conssquently, every man
wis soakad to the sikin snd miserably cold and wet, FPermission was granted,
upon A Caapany's organizing the hill and contingent on the sitnation, to dis-
patch a platoon at & time back to the half«tracks for food and dry clothing.
(45)

With the hill secure and cbservation and flank protectica assured, all
waz now set for the casault on the tawn itself, The order was given &ad the
artillary crashed oa the town in a tramendous torrent; the mortars and as-
sault guas adding to the inferno by dumping white phosphiorous ilnte the towm,
setting it afire, The machins guns of the tanks began to chatier, covering

the approaches to the tom with a cris—cross of tracers. The iafastry, pre—

ceeding the tanics, jumped off at approximmtely 1600 hours. Fram the start,

(45) 3tatemsat by Captsln Frank Estak, i Cocpany Commerder, 53rd Armored
Infantry Battalim to author Novesber 23, 1944, Statemst by Lisstenent




the attack ran imte heavy and determined enemy resistance.

A quadruple
mount Xmm anti-aircraft gur depressed its barrels and sprayed the advano-
ing infantry. Vot hoo much damage was done, but psychologically the weapon
wms sffective, (46)
The advance contlnued and the infantry disappeared into the town, envel-
oplng it left, right and centar, the canter platoon only having a platoon
of tanks actually following it into the town proper. The right and left
tank platoons dispersed in the surrounding orchards and fislds and proceded
to fire at point blank renge into houses and at eneny soldi:nrn in elit
trenches and emplacemsnts holdlng up the infantry and st individuals asz they
ran from the town, (47)
Within a short time a steady stream of walidng wounded, both sneary and
our own, began to straggle up the road, 4s an interesting aiﬂelight. on the
typs and calibre of opposition encountared, a wounded Prisoper-of-War coming
up the road alone and unattended was intsrcepted by a member of the Recon—
nalssance Flatoon. He was brought over to the Task Force Conmander, stood
at attention and saluted with a bloody stump at the wrist, at the saxe time
requesting the direction of the ?I;urat" and apclogizing for having to go
there as he could no longer fight for his Fatherlé.nd in his present condi-
tiong (48}
Information elicited from another Prisoner of War brought out the fact
that the tomn was defended by two reinfarced companies of the 90lst Panzer i
Jrenadier Reglment of the 130th Panser Lehr Division. (49)
it was now about 1700 hours and repeated af.tempts to raise B Company on
the radic had bsen fruitless, so the Task Force Commander decided to move
inte the town and find out for himself what the situstion wae,
The towm was litarally blown to blts, the streets filled with the debris

of shall fragments, shingles, raftere, doors, crockery and the 1lnewitsble

(26 27 48 ) Personal knowlsdge; (LG) A-L, p. 55; #-11, G2c, personsl konow-

L,




sprawled inert bodies, Firing still continued at the far end of tom,

but a% the asar end mas a handful of GIs guarding approximately eighty
Prisoners-of-fiar, all of whom were seated and barefoot. (50)

The Task Porce Commander expresasd amagement at this fact and was told
ty ® ecldier that the Company Commander had ordered it, #hy, the soliier
could not explain. After ordering the shoes put back on and the Prisoners-
of-War narched to the rear, the Task Porce Comnandsr went forward looldng
for the B Company Commander. In allayways and in buildings he found groups
of men standing simlesaly about, Inquiry as to the whereabouts of offlcers
or MCOs elicited no conersnt information. {(51)

& call on the radio to Captain MacClammery brought the infarmatlon that
he had lost another tenk to enemy action, leaving him nine ocut of his ori-
ginal eleven, and that he was reassembling his tanks on the north side of
town in an orchard. lie had not seen the B Company Commander since the start

f the action in the town, The Task Force Commander immediately ordered
Japtaln LacClammery to push on over the north bridge with two platoons and
to take up reverse slope defensive positlons on the hill due north of town

and to block any penetration into the town from that direction. The third
platoon (two tanks) te remain in town and aid in the close~in defense of

the town, (52)

A8 these insatructlons were being issued there cams the shri]l shrlek
and terrific slam of artillery exploding on shingles. For twenty minutes
the shellfire poured into the village with lulls of such short duration that
each time the Task Force Commander got to his peep thinking it was over, a
new onslaught would force him to scramble rapidly to the dubilous eover of
a doormay, (53)

Finally it stopped and the Task Force Commander rushed out looking for
an officer or NCO or B Company., He saw a famliliar figure wallkting dazedly

{50 51 52 53) Personal knowledge




down the street., It mas the B Company Comsandsr and he was crying and

infapabls of makdng any sense, However, he cid manage to lsad the Task
Force Commander tc his Command Post in a deep cellar of & battered house
and there, huddled together, the Taak Forcelommander found the {ompany
Bxecutive Offic er and a few enlisted men. (54)

4 ouery as to why the Exscutive Officer was holed up at the Company
Command Fost when no one was making any attempt at reorganization, that
the “arpany was scattered without control, and that no defense had been
set up brought the response that both Flatoon Lasders, Lisutenant Green
and Lieutenant Mclormack, had been killed, the Forward Ubserver and all the
Sergesants killed, and so what could be done? i few cholce words from the
Task Force Commander told hlm what could be done and in a few seconds the
Executive fficer laft to reorganize the Company, establish a road-block
on the eastern approach to town with a 57 anti-tank gon and one sguad;
to furaish a platoon for close-in protection of the tanks, and to take care
of resupply and feeding, (55)

It was now about 1330 hours, getting pitch black and still drizzling.
The E Compsny Commander was evacuated, The half-tracks of B Company were
ordered fmaﬁ to provide extra firepower a.ﬁd the ma_:jalé aid that the pre-
sence an armed vehicle has, (56)

After leaving word for the Executive Officer of B Company to report his
strength and dispositions and after checidng with 4 Company, the Task Force
Commander and his driver went next door and ate thelr evening meal of X
ratioans.

ifter an hour's wait for a repcrt from the Executlve Officer of B
Company the Task Force Commander went back to the Company Commend Post and
found that the officer had not returned, At the same time Captain MacClamwory

was screaming on the radio that no infantry had arrived to protect hias posi-

(54 55 55) Personal knowlsdge




ticos and that unless they came sosn, and by scan he meant now, he was

going to pull back over the bridge, (57)

The Task Foroe Commander realized that £ Couapany was through as a
force until it could be pulled ocut and recrganissd; so he lmmediastely called
Headguarters Company, 53rd Armored Infantry Battalican and told them to send
the Machine Gun Platoon into the town and set up a defense of the noarth
tridge, prepure it for demolition, and blow only on his order or if in dan-
ger of imcediate capture, He next found a NGO of F Company and ordered him
to round up es many nen &8 he could and report back in ten minutes, (58)

The Sergeant returned with spproximately twenty men and a light machine
gun, and was then led up the road to the east bridge personally by the Task
Force Jommander where ten men and the Sergeant were left, while the remainder,
under a Corporal, were told to retrace, turn right, and continue over the
north bridge on up the road until they met a tank; that their mission was to
stay with the tanks, protect them, and to take orders from Captein
YacClemmery, He the- called Captain MacClammery and told him to be on the
watch Tor the ren, (59)

dezllzing that a counteratteek was inevitable and that no reserve was
avsilable to meet it, the Task Force Commander declded some reserve had to
be procured impediately, He started back for the 53rd Armored Infantry Bat-
tzlion Command Past, & large barn on the northern outsidris of Kirrberg,
and on arriving there found it under heavy mortar fire, After dlscussing
the sitcation with Lieutenant Colonel Jagues it wasz decided to cell Brigadier
General Holmes E. Dager, Uombat Comuand"E" Commander, outline the situation
to him and requeet reinforcements. This was done and they were told there
were none. ith the realizaticn that higher Headguarters could provide no
assistance for the mcment, O Company, 1&66th Engineer Battallon Combat ceme
to mind, {60)

The C Company Commender of the 166th Bagineer Battalion Combat was
(57) Statement by Captain MacClammery, O Company Commandsr, Sth Tank Battalion
to author Kovewber 23, 19k, Personal knowledge; (58 59 0] Perscoal imswledge




called and ordersd to alert his Company and report to the Battalion

Command Fost, This officer reported about one-half hour later, looking
slightly apprehensive. The situstlon was explained and the Englneer
Conpany waa ordered to move to an aesembly arsa on hill "C" (Map D) with-
out delay, and to be prepered to move on order to take over the interlior
defense of the town. (61)

The Captaln left, loéxking cuite worried and dubious, no mere so, how-
ever, than the Task Foree Commander was, A few minutes later, Japtain
Kutak and Lisutenant Underwocod came in, chilled to the marrow and announced
that their Forward Ybserver had been killed and that they wers in dire nead
of & replacement, Otherwise the Company was in fair shape, (62} The Task
Force Commander then repsired to the Battalion ild Station to ascertaln the
nunier of casualtles treated that day, To his nzt complete surrrise he
found that the Executive Officer of B Company had shortly vefore been brought
in, thus leaving no officers in 5 Company. & quick recapitulation showed

casualties =o far had been heavy: Reconnaissance Flatoon, three killed and

L]

three evacuated; & Company, two killed, one missing and four evacusted;
Company, sixteen killed and fifty-five evacuated, 253rd Field artillery
Battalion, one Forward Ubserver killed and two evacuatad; C Company, Bth
Tank Eattalion, three killed and sever evacuated, (63}

The Task Force Comuander then returned to the Sattalion Commend Post
to try and get some rest, It was now midnight. Unce again, the Copmand
Post was the center of a ssvere shelling, and though the roof was hit, no
one was hurt. &t approximately 0100 hours Lieutenant Erwin Smith, Platooa
Leader, Kachine Gun Platoon, called to say that there were no traops from
B Company guarding the east bridge and conseguently that flank was wide open

(64)
B Company could not be raized and, reslizing the futility of trying to

(61) Personal knowledgs; (62) Statesenta Ceptain Futak snd Lieutenant
Undsrwood to author Novesbsr 23, 1944 (63) i~12, =18, Personal lnowlsdge;
(64) Statement by Lisutesant Erwin Saith, Platoon Leader, Machine Gun

Flatoen, Headguartsrs Compeny, 53rd irmored Infastry Battalios Novesber 23 1944
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where be was and that instruotions would be given to him in & few minutea.
(68)
Lisutenant Smith wes called and he reported heavy artillery and martar

fire an his position around the bridge, two of his men Killed, 5o wounded;
that he could hear tanks moving to his front, Imt that so far he had not
been sttacked, He also reported that some men of © Company who had been
near him had taken off when the artillery came in. (69) He was told to
defend the bridge anxd not to blow it, save as a list resort, as it ms
desired to extricate Captain MacClasmery's tanks if possible, (70}
(1isutsnant Underwood reported .. + morning that the tridge had not been
prepared for demolition, a fact whick had it bean known to the Command

f Group the night before would have caused coasternstion, Lomever, Llsuten-
ant Saith did have the bridge strewn with anti-tank mines.} (71)

The artillery and mortar fire increised in intensity oo the Cosmand
Fost and viciniiy and made lmpossible, for s short whille, the Task Force
Commander's idws of golng forward. (72) iisutenant Smith came aa the
radic again and reported that he Lad fallsn back to the south aide of thw
bridge under attack by enexy infantry, and, as oear as be could sscertain,
two tanks; that he had bean farced to abandon ooe of his guns in retiring
to a new position and at the present zoment the sneqy Infantry were trylong
to croms tha bridge and plek up the mines, but that be was firing at thea,
and for the time being had the situstion under scontrol, Howmvep, if any
ensay tried to awim the stroeam and flank hia position, he was through unleas

e

some additional support was sent up to him lemsdiately, (73) Ee was told
to sit tight and hold the bridge until ordered otherwise. (74)

A Company was called, reported all guiet and no artillery. <Captain
Kutak was told to get hold of Lisatesant Underwood and find oot what hias

{68) Statement by Captain MacClammery to sathor Novesber 24, 19%k; (59}
Statemsnt by lieutenant Smith to amthar Howembsr 2k, 1Gk4; f'n} Personal
knowledge; (71; Statessnt by Lisutecant Underwood to anthor Nowesber 2A,,
1944 ; (723 Persccal kaowmlsdgs; (73) Stateseot by Lieutenant Sxith te
authar Novembar 24, 1944; {7&5 Personal imowladge
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situstion was and to report immediately, C Compeny, 1l56th Engineer
Battalion Cosbat was alortod'é&‘raportad some mortar fire, but nothing

/
else, (75)

: Captain Xatak called back and reported Lisutenant Underwood's Flatoon
f in good condition, but that the Forward Observer with him had been killed;
that ths FPlatoon m in position under intense mortar firs, znd that the
eneny in attempting to cross the east bridge had been repulsed with approx-
imately ten casualtiss to them, (76)

Approximately two minutes later Captain MacClammery called and said that
he had seen a tank looming up on his right flank and had fired when it was
no more than twenty fest from him, hitting the turret and setiing it afire,
Thia act apparently, from Captaln MacClammery's report the next morning,
had started several wild seconds with both German znd American tanks firing
frantically at top =peed in all directions, not knowing who or what they
were firing at, To the Battalion Commzand Post personnsl on the hill 1500
yards away, the night seeasd alive with red stabbing tongues of flame plerce
ing the blackness on all aildes, (77) Within a few minutes the mesled was
over and somehow the Germans extricated themselves and disappeared, Fraom
tracka evident at daylight, four tanks had made the attack, one of which
wis destroyed, We had lost two. (78)

It was now about 0430 hours aml all was quiet, save for a fow desultory
mortar rounds dropplng at random here and thers., The entire force heaved
& sigh of intenss relief, The artillery and mortare slacled off and fired
only enough to harass and annoy, (79)

A tally showed A Company intact; Captain MacClarmery's Company minus

twc more tanks and no infamtry in support; B Company, no report; 'thny hed

ceased to exist to sll intents and purposes; Mschine Gun Platoon firmly
estzblished on the bridge. (80)
Peeling certain that another attack, probably at first light, was certain

{75) Personal imowlsdgs; (76) Statement by Cartaln Xutak to author Noveaber
2%, 19hk; (77) Statemsnt by Ceptain MacClamsery to suthor Bovember 24, 194kj

(78 79-80). Farscaal jmiewledge




to ocour, a platoon of C Cumpany, 166th Eagineer Battalion Combat, was
ordered forward to Captain MacClasmery. Guides were arranged for to mest
them and, after discussing the ovarall situation with Lisutensat Colonel
Jaques, the Task Force Ccmmander called General Dager. (81)

The situation was explained in detail and the General told that if &
determined counterattack was pressed homs the Sattalion uncusstionably
would be forced to withdraw to hill 3074 and 4 Ocarany would have to be
used to enable laptain KacClammery to sxtricate himself, (It should be
disclosed here that in further conversation with C Company “cmnander, 166th
Engineer Batialion Combat, he had pointed out that the Coapany had never had
combat as infantry and that it had spent one-half hour training in a de-
ferse situation back in the States., Hence thelr usefulness in a combat rols
had to be completely discounted.) (82)

The General explained that the West Task Foree had had about as rough a
golng over and wes almost in the same shaps, However, "iold on” and the
Soabat Command Reserve, D Cowpany, a light tank Company of the Sth Tank
Battalion, would appesr at dawn to be committed in the event of another
counterattack. The Task Force Commandar thenked the General and rang off.
(83)

411 units were ordered to stand to at 0500 hours until daylight.

Daylight meterialiszed with no further snemy activity save sporsdio art-
illery fire, i reconnalssance patrol, sast out at lirst light, disclosed
the enemy had withdrawn to the next high ground spproximately ane mile to
the northeast, (84}

{81 82) Perscnal knowledge; (83)Statement by Brigadier General Holmes E.
Dager to suthor 24 Noveaber, 1944; (84) Personsl knowledge



AMALYSIS AND CRITICISM

1o analyeing and criticising the opsration at Baersndorf, evants cams
into focus mare sharply if we divide the various factors into three cate-
Zorles.

1. Factors beyond the control of the local conmanders.,

2, Uperations of the Task Force controllsd or influenced by the Commander,

3+ The Germsn commissiocns and omissions,

Analysing each in turn, the first uncontrollable factor to be considered
was the weather and, only in ac far as effected by the weather, the tarrain,
The unceasing rainfall, ccntinuous for over s month » effected the opera-
tions of armor adversely in that two of its prise assets, speed and mobility,
were lost, The armored personnel carriers were useless off the roads, the
wansuverability of the tanks sevarely restricted. Hence the Task Force was
cxatralned frem saploving its habitual tactics predicated on mass, ahock
power, speed and decertion, tut instead was relsgated to the speed of ite
slowest slement, the armored Anfantry on faot,

AAGLheT Jictor beyod local control was the unbalanced Task Force campo-
aition dictated by higher Hesdquarters » W organizational hodge-podge, which
restricted the locsl lammander in his efforts to establish a bass of fire
and meneuver with bls Tank-Iofantry team whils st the same time retsaining
h reserve,

In sddition, the t pe of operation engaged in by the Civislon was ab-
normal in that the oaapalgn was one of attrition, not exploitation, and
sraor was enfeavoring to force iLs own breakthroupn aZaxlnst the most deter-
xined resistance.

Lastly, Lhe tatal collapse of B Coampany was s totally unforeseen event
and oos that could have resulted disastrously had the Oermans rescted mors
rapldly,

1a snalysing snd eritlieisming Lhe controllabls factors, the fallure to
inetituts mre extecsive reccnnaiseanss prior Lo lssuing the attadk order
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Was reprebansible in that the enamy dispowitions would have became appareat
and the possibility of launching a flanking rather than a frontal attack

might have been cbserved, . e

dnother criticism can be aimed st t.h; 41'uk Force Commander for his
fallure to discern earlier the condition of B Cotpany, A Company, compar-
atively fresh and unburt, sight have reliaved B Company in Basrendorf,
while B Campany took their place an hill 2074 to recrganise, The net re-
sult would have been a Task Force in far better condition to meet any counter—
attack and would have saved such wxrry, anxiety and plecemeal shifting of
troops later on. In any svent, an officer from the Esttalica should have
been detailed to assume command of B Coapany temporarily, as the Company was
wholly oseless minus officers.

The failare to keep out s reserve is a criticism that is difficult to
refuts, Only the good fortune of i Company in seiging their objsctive with
alnor losses esables the Task Force Commandsr to utilize them when nseded,
Had i Company teen mauled as severely as B Company, or had they becoms ful-
1y  commitied and pinned dowa, the lack of a reserve might have had ssrious
consequUances.,

izstly, the lack of any staff to assist the Task Force Commander was an
oTTor as an sdditional sind might have called attention to potential and
actual errors of command,

1o analysing and criticising the operations conducted by the Germans,
we have much to cansider and benefit by. Their most immediste failure was
in act blowing the north bridge. If they desired to imep this bridge for
future utilisstion for their own foroes, they should have prepared it for
deaclition and covered it with fire. Our ability to take the town aguinst
the sise and calibre of the defending faross would have bean severely re—
stristsd and delayed wntil we 6ould have bridged the strssm and orossed our
Lanice,
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The sstablishment of a mine field in front of the bridge along the

road was affective as it destroyed two vehicles, However, this mine
fiald wans not covered by fire nor did it extend into the fislds on sither
side of the road. Hence its value was limited and served anly to harass,
not even to delay. Had the mine field been properly placed on both sides
of the bridge and in the meadow adjoining the town, our attack would have
been far more costly to the =rmor,

A glance at Map D will show that hill 3074 is a dominating terrain
festurs due south of Bserendorf, The holder of this hill denies the ap-
proaches into the valleys on either side of the hill and into the town of
Baerendorf itself, If the objective was to hold Daerendorf as a communica-
tion center for future offensive operations, hill 3074 had to be defeaded,
The incomprehensibility of wihy four high velocity anti-tank guns of &fmm
calibre on a hill dominating the approaches to the mejor defensive position
in the area should have heen pointed away from the attacking force, and
should fail to firs one round at the force cannot be ascertained, i major
tactical error was made by the Germans in failing to protect these guas by
a screen of infantry, particularly so, in that the guns were same dlatance
ahead of thelr main line of resistance,

The defense of Dasrendorf by the Germans has no justificatlon from a
tactical point of view, Two hills, 3074 and 3078, dominate the tomn and
coatrol the town. n:ﬂ@ defending within the town itself key terrain and
obssrvation were sacrificed, the main defending position was disclosed,
mancuver was izpossible and defeat "in toto" practically assured, in that
onoe the town was talen thers was no place to retire to.

The failure on the part of the Germans -'t; deliver tixoir counterattack
unkdl aprroximatsly eight hours after we had oaptured the positlcn was a
major srror in Judgment oa their part. Had they counteratiacked during
our recrganisation stege, we vould have unquestionably been driven cut of

tomn,

23
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3074 was 2 vital factor in the destruction of the ntmgs foress =i i
Haerendorf in that 1t gawe observation, MNank protestios sed the dacies.
ting ground to the attacker, and denied the Snemy wny abllity Le reinlwres.
The failure of the Germans to retain Lhis hill insured their defeet far i1
permitied the attacker to move ou the German main bettle poeitliom withewi
danger to their flank, with supply lines and rear secure, ssd 10 Lragnad
the Germans 1ln the tomr,

2, El:l.ninaiu_ _\u_x_:ﬁs:t.'fl‘hctory ludcrl promptiy, It was e thet B
Company was weak in leadership. This had been apparent sloce formasty,
lany men were unguestionably raerificed aesdlessly due to this Compeny’s
faulty leadership. Prompt replacement of these laaders would have lasared
a more efficient and capable organisation and prevented the ultisste dis-
integration that transpired,

3, Trainiig aubordj.nate lud-ra to azsume ca-ud This mast te in-

e

slated upon and pln.n.s prepared both .‘Ln thn cm_r and the battalion o
that in the event of casvaltiss iudividuals are mressnt within the cospeny
to take over or can be promptly sent down from battalion.

L. &p_a balancad t.a.sk ;chu. doly in the exploitation phase against

disorganizred resistance can wnorthodaxy ino the compositiaon of task forces

or unlts continually succeed, In the Basrendorf operation, the absence of
the 3rd Rifle Campany, 53rd irmored Infantry Sattalioe, was a severe hacdiomp,
5, Use troops and weapons over terr&in but. suitod to exploit thelr

e
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maxlmm capabilitises and potentialities. The ca-p.‘_atc 'ro-d-bmt-u' or

the armored infantry half-tracks, and the ineffective cross-coantry aobility

of the tanks reducsd the effectiveness of the armor markedly.
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