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OPERATIONS OF THE 18T PLATOON, COMPANY B, 319TH INFANTRY
(BOTH INFANTRY DIVISION) IN THE ASSAULT ON THE SIEGFRIED
LINE AT WALLENDORF, GERMANY, 7-11 FEBRUARY 1945,
(RHINELAND CAMPAIGN)

(Personal Experience of a Platoon Loador)

INTRODUCTION

o TPfL d“a;-‘ ‘the Third United Spgta Army recaptured

s -laxt o -the ground Iust by the United States Firat Army
in the Battle of the Bulge, 29 Jenuary 1945, the four corps:
o¥ the Third Army were abreast the Hoselle, Sauer and OQur
Rivers ready to crack the Siegrried 0 R ) s

COR SRR ary 1Y, XIT Cofps of Third Army was crndered
to selze and secure a bridgehead over the Sauer River and be ,
prepared to continue the attack east and northeast. (2) #
The 5th and 80th Infantry Divisions of XII Corps were as-
signed this mission. (3)

The First day of February 1945, found the 319th Infan-
try of the 80th Infantry Division, ettached to the 4th
Armored Diviﬁion for operstional purposes only, o2 a one-
heur alort status while located in various small towns in
Luxembourg which served as rest areas in which to rehabil-
itate and re-equip personnel, (4) Units remained in their
respective areas until 4 February during which time indi-
#The Our and the Sure Rivers converge at Wallendorf, Germany
to form the Sauer River. The unit whose operations provided

?“ngf'adlﬁfsmgha ma}Br ﬁfﬁﬁfﬁﬁhﬁﬁaiﬁglégﬁﬁr?ﬁ?ﬂﬁ%ﬁ?’ﬁfﬁfﬁfﬁﬁ“ :
of whicvh 4t was a »url, FHowaver; nistoriens and othevs, in

reporting this operation vefor to the Ssuer and the ur, at
this point, almost synonomously. (See Hap‘%?) (#)

wdd) F= pe 303 G e g 283;  (2) E - p. 955* f’éi"'*"‘9“‘--'“%"“"-
w;3(;\0. (4) A - 8actk, ‘I";I».r 1 Fah. 4-5, SR RIS e NN W




vidual and some orew-served weapons were fired. (5) Indi-
vidual equipment was l1ssued as regquired and tralning in
small unit problems was oﬁnductod. Short passes (6 to 8
hours) were glven to as many men as possible to allow them

to visit Luxembourg City. (6)
L. -« At 040800A Rahmigur JQ45.. the &mm»mw e

41

ﬂy' motor maréh to the‘ﬁ%ttendorr-looatrorr-kloinreiadorf area i

to relleve CUE of tire 4th Armored Division ia that area. By
1500 houra tha 2nd Battalion was in Moestroff, the 1lst Bat-
talion was in Klelnrelsdorf, and the Regimental CP was in

T BTLONAERT T WIvii “vho Soming of darimess She Srd Battalion
bagen relief of the 1Oth Armored Infant>y, 4th Armored Divi.
sion; in the vicinity of Rettendorf and the latter cleared
the erea by 2200 hours., (7) The regiment was thus in posi-
tion Lo mekes Durther preparations for ite mission of cressing
the Our River early 7 February 1945, and seizing Wallendorf
and the kigh grourd to the morth and sass. (8)

This monograph will recount, in particular, the opera-
tions of the 1st Platoon of Company B (located in Kleinreis-
dorf at this time) in the crossing of the Our River into the
Slegfried Line end the sction during the ensuing four days.

GENERAL SITUATION

The Sauar and the Our Rivsra are eamparativaly'small
“*ﬁtﬁ%km%‘f!%wfng generdli} north-suubhfﬁatwean the Duchy EE'J“w
Luxembourg and the Siegfried Line, the German western fron-

tler, In the vieclnity of the confluence of the two streams,

HNY Lo »
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the scene of the sction covered herein, they are about the
same width, Normelly, the Sauer has a water gap of around
75 feet. MAt this period it was a flood-swollen torrent
with a deadly current. In addition, the Genmana were power-
fully emplaced on the heavily wooded far shores# in innumer-
...%H_...BJJ} Ro%es and. DAUREL, BoC kel S AR SR S sl 5By e
~ steep banks were extensively barb-wired and mined and all ap=
proaches covered with direct artillery and machine gun fire."
() :
This operation occurred during tha thew immediately
m.ﬁrhwggingﬁégz g;méigw:;:;;h Bulge.'jfaryi4ittla.s£;: w;s"MMM“
on the ground, rain fell slmest deily and the sarth's
surface in this area was thawed to a depth of about 6 to 8
inches, which was, of course, mué, (10)
Units were disposed as shown on Map 1I., During tne
period 4-7 February both friendly eand enemy activity was con-
fined to patrolling and o bherassing wrlililery and direct
fire. (11)
BATTALION PLAN OF ATTACK FOR 7 FEB 45

The 316th Infantry planned to attack with the lst and
2nd Battalions abreast with the 2nd Battalion on the north
or left., (12)

The attack of the 1lst Battelion, with which we are main-

T e

‘~“Wooded 1n ‘the greater part of the regimental zone, mmch of
that portion of zone in which this action took place was
completely devoid of trees. (#)

T (B) @ Tp. 800, # 0 (0] abp- {11} & - Sect. VIL, 4 Feb
46, D e Lo-By Do P £3 ;;23 & - Sect, VII, " Feh A%y ..
B - p. 2’ D - p. 5
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ly concerned, was to follow the route outlined on Mep II,
The Battalion was to form in a column of companies at the
oaltorﬁ_edso of Kleinreisdorf at 0200 hours, follow the
route #hnwn across Hili'xﬁ;“end'arrive at thé crﬁssing.site -
at 0300 hours (H-hour), (For IP and proposed route of at-
tack, see Map II). An artillery preparation was schsduled
-inqﬁurﬂub~9%Eéh1nnnnrnnué-ruu#*uueﬂbv-ﬁwheurr* équg:ggggaf-—‘
payohological factor, as well as for any caaualtien bhat
’ liéht raault weapons of ﬁil ﬁnits in the crea which ware Lok
within fiving renge of the objective were to open fire at
_ 0230 hours end continue firing for 30 minutes. Grest care
“was teken to insure that all ?articipénts wers thorcughly
oriented on all details of this plan.
After the battalion had effected a crossing, it was
to infiltrete to Ridge A of Hill Y which was %0 be hastily
orgenized, for at daylight en atteck was to be launched,
with Companies B and C as assault companies, on Wallendorf,
itselfs (Lo (See Mep IL)

PREPARATIONS WITEIN THE BATTALIQN
D=6 February 1949

On 5 February the two asseunlt battalions (1st and 2nd)
practiced river crossing in assault boats provided and
menned by Company ¢ of the 306th Engineer Battallon, which
was abttached to the regiment for this operation. The 150th
Engineer Battallion end the 1135th Engineer Group were 1n
BB OT LS TGLRGIS bn -Shs: e TEIL G WIT vas G haves '~

TURPAS TUesLgE b ivis o f-Sho-5411s-whish figure In this action
nre not those used in the actual operation. Ths 1st Bat-
+elion Aid not. eecord them neme or number. and the letter
1dantirioaticn attavhied to each hers is solely a means oF




been constructed by the 15Cth Englneers for practice cross-
ing was not completed, This rehearsal took place in the
vieinity of Moestroff. It was a "full dress" rehesrsasl with
 the boats loaded exactly as they were to be in the actual
operation and every men fully equipped. During the night of
the 5th and 6th, 150 men from these battalions carried as-
“Bault Doats from The LIUGKS LO THCLF FESpective CYossing
sites where the boats were left during the day of the 6th,
e e e et

The nature of the terrain and the number and size of
“the boate made it imprssible to concqesl. ther Lrom ths Sermens
during dayllghﬁ. From tha'increaaed harassing artillery five
leid on the battalion positions during this period by the
enemy, it i1s reasonable to assume that he was aware of an
1mpanding attach, end had he not been, the presence of the
assanlt boats on the forwex»d slope of Hill X could have left
no doubt in his mind. However, he must have been reassured,
‘when on the af'tefnoon of the 6th at gpproXimatefly 1400 hours,’
a sownd truck from Division or higher Headquarters proceeded
to the top of this hill and broadcast a message to the Ger-
mans, in gist, that the Americans were coming over and that
it would be better to surrender. (15)

During the entire dey of the 6th the presence of even
one man on Hill X, the best and practically ounly polnt from
which a reconnaissance of the route for the impending attack
euEld be-ma&a;-waulé eram Ammedlato and hsavy, large aalﬁbxa,um-
Cdirest Pive from the ememy.  (I8) “TRIF SiTuabion. was doubt- .

(14) A - Sect, VII, 4 Fob 45, 6 & 6 Fob 45 & 7 Fob 46; B -~
pe 23 . i 3: i‘s (15) #; (15) #.




less aggravated by the sctivity of the tanks and tank de-
stroyers attached to the megiment (1 company sach from the
702nd Tank Battelion and the 811th Tank Destroyer Battelion),
From hull defilede poaitio;z-on Hilllx, éﬁhﬁa‘nnd tank de-
stroyers would fire one or two rounds at known or suspected

enemy poslitions on the opposite slde of the river and then

. 'M

nastily” Vi CATIEW tu cumpiess-Asdilado . nayar yiore than

i

geconds shead of retaliatory fire. (17)

(NOTE: The facts hereinafter recorded sre drawn from
~the personal recollection of the writer, except in certain
instances which are appropriately noted.)
' *"Siﬁﬁé”%ﬁd”praparaiicns wire probebly sbout the geme
throughout the battaliﬁn, let us teke the lst Platcon of
Compeny B aes representative, It had a strength of 59 EM
and 1 officer which wes ahoutrthn average for the other
rifie platoons of the battalion,
| By 1200 hours on the 6th the platoon leader had been
informed of all detslils of the plan of attack., He, in turn,
"~ oriented his squad L@adery &nd clidGued Lo meke corizia-thebt. . .
each squad leader hed briefed his men.

During the afternoon each man was issued 2 days K
Rations, 3 hand grenades, and 2 extra bandoleers of ammuni-
tion, Extra batteries were carried for the SCR 836 radlo,
and more than the usual smount of oil was carried for wea-
pons In contemplation of the type of operatlon and the fsct
that rain was ever present. BEvery effort was made to see

that each i&&rﬁﬁuu'waa fally eouirped.

A A e 8 L T - fin &)

I o o Rl I P e LT A, -v.lrbmc

Just atter darknoas on the av:ning of tho Bth ”“1ihm YA 304

N TAATre

L LRI PP,
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s i -

(17) A - Sect. VII, 4 Feb 45; B =~ pe 23 #e




designed to discourage fraternizetion wes shown to the ag-
sembled battalion, On the efternoon of the 6th the compeny
commander addressed the compeny and stated that Diviﬁion @-2
haed reported that eighty per cent of the Germans in the pill
box infested area about to be inveded actually wented to sur-

render,

Se—TURE OVELARETOT .40 6th a , Aot meal ¥EE-fed Jaet prior-
to darkqesa du;ingﬂwhichmyige thg_companylaq?fersd a few
casualties from enemy artillery which had become increasing-
1y actlive as the dgy rsasced cn and which continued to intresase

—3a- volume on irto.the.night,.. Jemedistaly after the meal. ..
‘religious services were held for those who cared %o attend
and the remaidder of the evening was spent in making last
minute preparations for the forthcoming attack which jumped
off according to the plan and schedule previously outlined,

THE ATTACK

9
At 0130 hours, 7 Februar1"1945,_according;tnuﬁlﬁn:~:mmmﬂ,ﬂm
friendly artillery began to bombard the Germaen side of the
_our River which was tha-ﬂiegfbiad Line. The bombardment
continuwed until 0300 hours which was the time sppointed for
it to 1lift.
At 0200 hours the Battalion moved out in route celumn
and proceeded along the pre-determined route shown on Mep II
to the crossing site.

dma R | R e e e 4 e e e e L

. Omder of qgmpnnies \raa C, B, 1 wiﬁE“‘l““fa‘l"a’tOon of by -

R e g Lk
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lead companies. The Slmm mortars of Company D were in posi-




tion between Kleinreisdorf and the foot of Hill X, (8ee
Map II) They had registered during the afterncon and at

0230 hours, along with sll other weepons in the area, they

-

were to fire in support of the attack.
The order of platoons within Company B was 2nd, 1lst,

Srd and 4th. Cqmpany and platoon command groups marched

 —— i W oy 4 4 A,

at the haad or ths units which they commanded anﬁ inger= "

-val was maintained which would permit visual contact with

the man immediately preceding, This interval was, of
necessity, short as the night was very dark end a light rain

'?Iﬁiﬁ“fﬁlling;"Eﬁﬁhr1eaﬁen*ﬁa&ﬂreqﬁif@d~te‘wcazna‘pieaamcr e

.....

e

luminous tape about 1 inch Dby éninchés oh the baﬁk'of his
helmet to fecilitate control.

Words cannot describe the fury of the artillery bomberd-

ment which was falling on the other side of the river., As

far as one could see artillery gnd mortar shells of all aizoa
were bursting coﬁ;;;n tly. So intense was the fire that the
lan&aoape was almost continuwously 1llvminated and to make
oneself heard was practically impossible.

411 went well until the head of the column was just
starting the descent of Hill X to the river. This must have
been about 0230 hours for, et that moment, all of the small

arms in the area opened up &8 planned. This nolse added to

that of the srtillery preparation already in progress,

woreated a.din that dotiou doqoription.

- i,

.__gng of | ths magpino guna of o friondly ﬁnit had bovh Tald

A A 0 T 0 v it | e
S |
-

I

slichtly too low and it wae firing grazing fire’with oc-

casional tracers along ths 1on5th or Hil1l X about 20 yards




to the mght of the column. Someone unidentifled perhaps
thinking that the battelion hed been aurroundod, yollod,
"0 TO THE OTHER SIDE OF THE HILLI" Never was a command
more promptly obeyed. In a matter of seconds, except for

the command groups and possibly a very few Oothers, that mhieh. .

P ok ——\T T v s et
Y —g ‘r-'-

ﬁ@%ﬁbﬁiiaﬁﬁﬁﬁéﬁ““”ﬂﬁIT'organized column was a fleeing mob,
Almoat én masse and in a quite disorderly fashion, the entire

group executed a right flenk to the rovorse slcpe of Bill Lo
A faw seconds prior to this, 3 or 4 light artillery rounda

Sy s i T

__exploded near the head of the avlumn snd produced & few
G L Although the friéﬁdly mechine gun continued to
fire, no one in this group was injured by it,

The reader can readily imsgine the chaos which resulted
from this untimely sounding-off, Ceution was sbandoned and
leeders went about shouting for their men by name. This may
agﬁﬁﬂpqwgave haen 11] Ed?iﬂ@&, bt it gotusl 17 wes not- for_.

: *:;nce the shouts could hardly be heard in the immedizte
vicinity, they surely could not be heard ascross the river
several hundred yards away. Further, this was the only pos-
sible means of restoring orgenization.

After a time the units were reorganized, and Company C,
the leading company, began iis crossing. As previously

stated, the river was at flood stage end 1its current was

swift, This slowed the operation conaidorahly. Gazngn

EgarL oy

“&uulww-&imw GF g o ”Ia.ml i in tm,_;;mmgp_. ol e

H O iy PR taa | B R

e e

£nxbhor«aomplicate‘matters. The cvolumn now moved toward
the river in slow stages advancing only as the men loaded

-on bosts manned by the enginoora und wora ferriodwacraasv_“”;ﬂx_




the river, The current was so swift that the boats would
be carried snvorallhundred yazﬂi:ﬂaﬁngtrnam,bafbro thsy
could reach the far shore, |

Companies B and ¢ and one platoon of Company A had
crossed the river at approximately 0630 hours when it be-
came evident that daylight was going to arrive before the

. Temainder of the battelion comld ba breusht, wBears . TogRa
“univsTWere in an assembly areéa on the river banh; an area
vmy?ioh.waa completely exposed except for darkness, Neither
friendly nor enemy artillery was active at this time and the
scene was comparatively quiat. These ﬁnits remained in this
“éréd umnoieatad Tor sbont W5 minutes while the batislion om.
mend group was crossing the river, This group, deylight,
end German small srms fire arrived simultaneonsly, The fire
was coming from enemy-occupied pill boxes meny of which
could not be seen because they were slmost perfectly cemou-
flaged,
"7 The battalion () right bo- zald-EoKavs-Yees pimied
down and several casualtles were suffered, The entire group
wa3 lying on the ground almost hsad to foot -- no disper-
-sion whatever,
Perhaps 2 or 3 minutes after the initial enemy small
arms fire had been received and it becams evident that the
Germens were firing from the pill boxes, the battalion cone
mander and the two company commanders suddenly jumped to

their rbet and in true Hollytood stylo, shoutod and w:vod
oy g e s e S s

o e i, i Wy ¢ R e e A

e s R, e b -

The battalion ( ) moved out in a 1ine of skinniahors

12



with Company O on the right. (The writer is unable to find
written roference to the fect that one platoon of Compsny A
was present at this time. However, it 1s belleved that the
platoon was attached to Company 0 end that some time later
in the deay, when the remainder of Company A had crossed under

@ amoke screen, it reverted to its parent unit,)

The topographical crest of Hill Y wes meeshed.stthort ... ..
R PRy P e it R T L ST e o .

Taifficalvyexcept for Ui 3Teephess of the slope and the faot

that, as the crest was neared, an enemy machine gun which

o e

had been by-passed fired into the back of Company C. By

0825 the battalion (-) was digging in onlths line shown on

Mep I11. (18) FA11Y was quits steep and st §hia poiet tho ...
battslion was sbout 200 yards from the river. The sssault

was made with evééf mén firing his weapon continuously,.

Leaders hed to constantly encourage their men in orderlto keep
them moving, so steep was the ascent, '

Units were in the same relative position on Hill Y in

- —— 1 T by - AT NI AL R A e T TS g e UM TR, VI R e e

which they started the assault. No perimeter was formed and

Sa e b

the compgiies 1ntfonohad in a comparatively straight line,
By this time enomy artillery including Nebelwerfer#, mortars,
end small arms had become active agaln and inflicted a few
more casualties,

4s the day wore on several prisoners were taken and
#Nebelwarfer was a type of Germen rocket artillery. The
shells mede a screeching sound in flight, and so it was a
psychological as well as a casualty producing weapon,

—-‘la—! .-J.:ﬁ.g..ﬁh-maa?* u!!pw*h; r-:aa-:.‘:-p-ﬁ:.gilum::- Bl e, . ety g

Siptegritnefinn R
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others were seen Lo bs wading the river to surrender to the
#meriosn forces on the other side.

The platoon leader of the lst Platoon of Company B was
called to the Compeny CF at approximately 1500 hours and
there he was told of the plan for the night which was to
form the perimeter shown on Map III. By 1600 hours this had

- BASD, L 0G ee

A e T

SRR NSRS R TSN AR A AR we, T
s ¥/ ve [ R L, =
. . TEEY M e o g

The greater part ol THE 18% Flatoon ol Company B was
to remain_wlth the smaller portion of his unit near tha top
of the hill so that he would be nearer the Company CP since

_“_:gﬁig,ana wire cammunicatioﬁ were non-existent uitnin the

T B i ————— o — — &
. ek i B i S

compeny. The dampness had rendered the SCR 636 radio in-
operstive, snd wire had not been Iinstalled.
The remainder of Company A had crossed the river under
a smoke screen during the day and the company was ordered %0
atteck Wallendorf—and outpect-the high ground e the rorth -
snd east. Company A reported the town cleared by 2015 hours,
(19) i ooy e o
During the night of 7-8 February the 2nd Battellon suc-
ceeded in crossing 27 men in addition to the part of Company
F which had made the crossing the preceding night in the
vieinity of Hoesdorf. (See Map IIl) Devastating artillery
fire prevented more crossings and wrecked tThe boats of the
3pd Battalion which had been ordered to cross the river,

LA o hm .
J A LB AR e W Sy | . e Wpo- Bt L L X
i » W S iy A A - 3 .
Sl ot gt et e e S B i, Ty B U A i ey )

Mo i f o T Seet, VIL 7 Feb 45; "B - pa 33 (20) 7 A s Bests
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In thé area of the lst Platoon of Company B the night
passed without incident other them ertillery and Nebelwerfer
fire. The most of this f.‘..ro, houever, was placed on the
rivcr lina 1taolt. Inalcnnnt wuathar continued.

On the day of the 8th of February a limited number of
K Rations and blankets were secured by the platoon from the
vicinity of the originel crossing site. These had been

B

A, T S e

STt et UM Ty Tl FIVETF B3 Emmmumﬂ,mu—

(i

several companies cf the battallon under cover of darkness
_and the sngineers had brought uo many &% possible aéross the
river uﬁder heavy ertillery fire, The K Rations were issued
only to those who were witheout ford. far re-supply wes wn-——
certain, The day wae spent in improving pesitions and the
weather remained unchanged, Enemy ertillery and sniper fire
continued, Again the bulk of the enemy artillery was con-
centrated on the river and possible crossing sites with the
obvious purpcse of preventing supply, evacuation, bridging,
and -t ¢ Fossing of more Amé?iagh‘trocps. It accomplished

its mission.

mha nigﬁt or 8 9 Fabruary passed without noteworthy
event in the lst Battealion sector and the 2nd and 3rd Bat-
talions made repeated attempts to cross the Our, but they
were hampered by ever-present and well-directed enemy artil-
lery concentrations., The 2nd Battalion did, however, suc-
ceesd in orossing the remsinder of Compeny ¥. (21)
Throughout the perlod 7-11 Februeary the enginsers,
L hoth thnee AD.surs st -andel UEe BIL SIS HE CUMPTEG TbE " 7T T
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bridge the Our, but every try was defeated by the swiftness
of the »iver current or enemy artillery or both, On 11
Pebruary ell units on the Germsn side of the river wers still
being supplied as well as possible by boat. (22)

At approximately 0600 hours § February tha platoon
leader of the lst Platoon of Company B was awakened by a
runner of the 2nd Platoon who informed him that thasa tio
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prepared to move out in an atteck in 30 minutes. (For LD,
see Map III) A lone men without equipment would have done
well to have climbed this hill in that length of timwe,
" The batTAli0N HA TowW Deel dtross Lavriver wimust -
axactly 4@ hours, This platoon had recsived a limited nwber
- of K Rations, but no ammunitlion and much had been expended
in the initial attack on Hill Y, The supply of oll for wea-
pons was almost Gepleted as much had been required because
of the dampness of the weather,
% Rations were issuéd, blankets weére piled hastily on’
pogition, end the lst Platoon moved out followed by the 2nd
. PlatOun.q The two ﬁnité‘h:;;;;é‘;*wgge igggﬂsguﬁéﬁartuva on
Hi1l Y (See Map III) where Company £ and the remsinder of
Company B were assembled. The platoon leaders reported to
a very impatient compsany commander as the time was uow
about 0720 and they were some S0 minutes overdue.
The plateon lesder of the 1st Platoon received the
following attack order: '"You see that high ground above

wallondor:‘? We are going 1 to take ke that, The 2nd Platoon. will.. .
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be on the right and your platoon will be echeloned to the
left reer, Move out}" ' .
_ The area over which this attack was to be launched was
a curving ridge. It was relatively smooth, without tress,
and sxoopt for pill boxeé'whicﬁ were occupled by the enemy,
there was nothing on the surface ssve an occasional shell
hole to offer individual cover, There were several pill = _ .
v 40, DN Sincemima | (7 A AR L BT [ S
R s ko St Lo M TATSAF6A ahd others walch were Ghere
could not be seen because of the camoufleage.
“"Day was just breaking at this time and the sttention of
the company commander was called to a column of Germans on
~tha-herizon erprorimetely £00 yurds uwdy in The direction
of the proposed attack., a4 counteraﬁtack was feared and
everyonc took position behind the retaining well which was
the line of departure, The counterattack did not materiasl-
i1ze and in 2 or 3 minutes the atteck was on the wey. It
followed the route shown and it stopped at the point in-
dicated on Map I11. ™ e e e o et

S Company B moved out as ordered to be followed by Compa-

_ny £. .The platosasid becvy wuaeidme@uls I2om Comipany D was
still attached to Company B and they were to move out with
the 3r»d Platoon which was in support, The company comand
group followeld the lst Platoon., No time had been allowed
for getting units organized into any formation for this eb-
tack and the lst and 2nd Platoons moved out in & sort of open
column with all men walking et top speod and firing on pill

boxes or any other features which might harbor enemy soldliers.
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enemy machine gun and rifle fire was recelived from the left
:;gpg of thh_column and 1t produced several casualties. The
platodn lqadnr_o: thpllst.rlgﬁaan directed several of his .
nsn_to fire on this group of enemy for they were plainly
visible outside a pili box -- a machine gnnnof and several
riflemen, This order was immediately carried out and the

Germans started to abandon the position just as the company

AP 0B W 1Y g W I ORPR

g ¢ amnhgwﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁgﬁffﬂiseﬁmaawxc'E%dghf&r&ngggﬁ:Ehia;gfé;;iand““]
continue in the attack, The enemy forthwith resumed the
- -position and tHe T1¥e fight and continued to inflict casual-
ties on the company.
__Just after ppssing this position, the 2rnd Platosr -bere -
oIff toward the leftlbf the intended route snd the lesder of
the 1st Platoon, upon order of the Company Comuander, direct-
ed his men Vo change their route of advance Tarther to the
right. This was done and when the two platoons were a-
breast, they were hit with withering small arms, artillery,
end mortar fire. The rifle and mechine gun firs was in-
tense, bub no snemy nor eunemy posltions were visible, The

fire came from all sides.
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ictuslly, the Sormans had allowed the sl U get
well within their position before they let go with all they
hed., Company C, and the Machine Gun Platoon of Compeny D
were cut off and withdrew to their former positions and Com-
peny B was thus isclated in the pusition shown on Kidge B
of Hil1l Y. (See Map III)

When the Germans opened up all men hit the ground and
the leaders attempted to form a defensive perimeter. Little
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could be accom@lishnd in this direction and with a very
1ittls adjustment of position, all stayed as uesar the |
ground as possible and attempted ta.digdinQ

The lst and 2nd Platoons were in some Zemblance of =
line with the lst Platoon on the right, The platoén leader
of the 1lst Platoon and the platoon serg;ant (a few minutes

bef r h a. b th t id. 1 X s
efore he hed been the " atoon gn e)mtog rafggpfjr awabew&

LT R

holo which was gbout 50 feet in rear of the line, It could

wag piled up around the crater for added protection., Word

was received to, "Hold what you have",

not be dug deeper so the dirt loosened by the shell burst

" ohweek revesled that the platoon sergesnt, 2 squad. . .

leaders, and at least 2 men had been wounded and 4 others on
the right flank of the platoon had been killed.,  4All squads
were now led by assistant squad leaders,

Nebelwerfer, artillery, and mortar concentrations‘rainod

on the position. The mortars were so close that the ex-

plosiona could be heard as the rounds lert the weapons. Tho

R A R e s ANy AN s S sl . W S A

enamw observation was such that if one stuck hia hand out of

. & hole, it would be ahot.at._ The, shelling contizned, Mt

an expected counterattack éid not cbme. Word was recelived
during the morning that Company A would attack from Wallen-
dorf and contact Company B. They were unable to get more
than 100 yards out of town.

With the coming of.darknesa,,all personnel got out of
their holes and walked or ran around them in an effort to

get warm, This unit had been across the river 60 hours now

b by | g o b St R R R S P T e | kel ] e

-------- R A e, v

TIPSR M B B M 0 AR A, P BS  ARWE T A
-------- A LT X T e T

o oI Y, &@lm-w-lﬂu«.b—--- it o




without hnﬁ food or dry clothing and rain hed fellen in-
termittontly during the time, Murther, though the position
was just below the crest of a bill, the holes rilled with
water as though each was a spring. One could not dig %o a
depth of more than 6 to 8 inches and so the men had not
stood in the water, they had lain in it for protection. It

-ﬁaao-nmﬁa&aury*ev-bufiﬁEﬁw-wu:!?”ﬂ!!‘tf*?ﬂb£E”EEIEE'EEEE-I§““Hdumd
to 20 minutes end that only prevented one from being almost

——gutirely sutmergeds ~Everyone on wie ‘position was es thor-
oughly wet as it is humenly pcssible To get.

NEEr ngfu?pheg“@gntion has been mqﬂe of. th wounded. It_uas
4mposasible to matariaily aia cham. Tnere were no medical
supplics, and there was no availsble comfort of any sort.
Only rein coats end shelter halves water soaked and maddy
ones, were available with which to cover these mex In an ef-
fort to keep them warm, This was futile since thoy were ly-
ing on the wet ground and rain fell occesionally. The pla-
toon leader end the platoon aergeant visited each of the mexn
in his position often during the night, but there was llttle

AR ha mey. of ontonrelemeny ko 2ffer. ihodgh there wes no
help in sight, not one complained, The only aid man re=-
maining in the company had been left to man the battalion
aid station. oy :

At 2400 hours Company C hed cleared three plll boxes
end hed contacted Compeny B. (23) In the meantime Company
B hed continued t0 be harassed by artillery and mortar fire
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as well as patrol action.
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with the arrival of Company G it was decided to sttempt
to evacuate as many of the wounded g8 possible, One man
from the 1st Platoon had to be carried. This required at
least four men sithough it seemed that they could not be
spared from the line,

ggﬂigtter was, arailablg nor was_{hars -

whioh to improvise one except rifles and shelter halves.
Thia 13 a difficult feat even under ordinary copditiona, .
but with everyono and evorything aoaking tot, cold, and
muddy it was next to impossible. There were few left on

— s o P —
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the poaition whp were able to cargv their nnn-auerter of -
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the load which the wounded man represented, so the pletoon
sergeent was sent on this mission. This party departed to
meke their wey through enemy territory to the battslion aid
station at sbout 0100 hours nn 10 February, but daun.cane
prior to their arrival and they were compelled to spend
the dey in a pill box in the enemy line.

Snow fell during this day (10th) as well as rein. Sev-

ergl sttompts were made To sapply the position by lialgqn
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-~ {ahe, OUt the ‘supplies fell into enemy hands on every oc=-

casion. The enemy continued all types of fire on the posi-
tion, but 1t was mainly of = herassing naturs now. oSeveral
harassing patrols contacted the company, but their fire was

not often returned unless they ceme very close to the posi-

tion.
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"DParkness came on Lhe night of 10-11 Fedruary end the
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fort o get wamm, Mauy were so cold and weak thei they
could tske the low step out of their holes only after re-
peated sttempts and some of those who attempted to run
could not,

About 2200 hours the compeny commander, who with the
advent of darkness had gone to the battalion CP, returned

el L S I T MK IR IS, (Y e, L aembe: % TR eeraniin. s Vi i WS L SOpe e DO S A — ey

Wi A CHE HeWs that the cumpany was to be relieved very

sbortly. In approximately one hour the relieving unit ar-
rived, It was that part of (ompany C which was not alréady
on position. Company B started the infiltration Dack
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cut, Just how this was accomrlished without serious 1ncidant
is a matter of conjecture as it was almost impossible to
maintain silence., Some men were wounded and others had
frozen fvet, Tc say that this group was coid, wet, and hun-

gry would certainly constitute an understatement. They were

- opoekedctoeving lula dnwuter fay ono- Lless thes 38 Hvire; they

Wiw

were almostu frozen having been practically immobile end

thoroughly wet in temperatures that were cold enough for

Snow for a like period: snd thav were half-stsrwed, £nme.of . v

them having gone through this period with as little as one-
third K Ration. The ground was rough and wet and_thg night”
wes black. Some were so misereble thet when an ankle was
turned or ome would stumble snd have to use a little added

energy to prevent a fall, he would cry audibly and un-
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" By spproximately 2400 hours on the 11th ths“l'% ?latoan ey
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wae-in & pill box in the seme area from which 1t had*movﬁd




out on the morning sf th.ol_ Sth. Local _smu-x-ity was posied
and the men were made as comfortable as possible for the re-
mainder or“th'é' night, |

On the morning of the 12th reorgenization of the pla-
toon was begun and word was received that with the coming
of darkness a composite platoon made up of the more able

_\ ey a2

oy S, R T N 2L T o T M =
WERGES 31 the LET and Shd Platoons would have to go back

to the position which they had so recently left. This was

""te be done each slternate 24 hour peried until further orders

were recelved,

o By the.d4th of Februery €.-or 7-men in the pi3l-bex c(ow = ¢

- —

cupied By the 1st Platoon had frozen feet and were unsble
to walk, That night they were evacuated to the battelion
ald station which was already filled to overflowing,
On the afternoon of 15 February Company B was relisved
end moved to Wallendorf where the men received their first
B2k =@ -clean clothing 4n B Gays, - The lat Puboyn-af o e
Company B which had numbered 39 enlisted men and 1 officer
at the outset of this operation nov was mede up of 12 enlist-
.64 men and 1 offiser, Of tha 27 cemalfles aoenoXime $ol o me
50 per cent were the result of enemy sction and the remain-
ing one-half were due to exposure,
By 12 Februery 11 3 battaliocns of the 310th Infantry
had succesded in crossing the Owr, snd on that day the 3rd
Battalion passed through the 1lst Battalion and attacked

. .northeast £rom Wellendorf. (24) .%o bedlguhvad vum ssvtred = ="
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ARALYSIS AND CRITICISM

The crossing of the Our River into the Slegfried Line
on the night of 6-7 Februsry 1945, involved three distimct
and difficult military operations, namely: a night attack,
a river crossing, end an attack on a fortified position. It
18 my opinion thet two days 1= 1nsurfic19nt time to plan and
. Brevass for mich en actign, Jovs tige el e Rem ol ... .
lowed to permit a thorough reconnaissance and detailed plan-
,h,gipg_gg_;nqquQLMwategp;oaring of a1l communication eguips- =
ment, main snd alternate plans of attack, and means of re-
supply ecross tho river with due conaideration to accomplish-
| ing thg Jatter by air, 1f neeesacry - To cross~a unit over
a flood-swollen river into an enemy fortified position such
as the Sisgfried Line, when it is within the enemles cspa-
bilities to neutralize that river for further crossing and
so isolate that unit, 1s to put it in much the same posi-
~%lon ss troops who migh% have parachuted into the enemy
lines, Prompt re-supply aund contact wlth friendly forceé
ere the decisive factors in both cases,
From the enemy standpoint, his failure to launch s
.- Lopeaful-2ounbepebboeh-turine the Ttret fow QUYE L TidE T
operation is the main resson for his defeat in this pertic-
uler erea, It 1s my belief that an aggressive and well-
planned attack on the 1st Battalion, 319th Infantry, during
the first three or four deys of this sction would have com-
pletely annihilated 1t due to the short supply of ammuni-
tion and the nhvg;lcd&enﬁ-&tmf “hbo .tmno;:a». Thenﬂamm e
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The platoon leader of the lst Platoon of Company B
should have insured that each of his men was familiar with
all detsils of the fire support plan end so have helped to
preclude the general rgpﬁ_g@iqh_oocurred on Hill X just
prior to the actuzl crossing, |

It will be recelled that in the attack on the morning
of 9 F@bruary by Gompaniea B and G, a group of enemy de-

-uu'-— ‘.w'g-— Pt/ v jrwa e # smmamee v .—-&m’ - v -.* “lﬂ.lﬂl‘ﬁ. e

lievered small arms fire into the left flenk of the column,
The platoon leader of the lst Platoon of Company B ordered
some of his men to return this fire which was the cnly courés
of nctibn open at the iustunt. When the company commender
'é?éa;EE”tﬁia fire 11fted, he should have directed othsra to
return this fire and 30 nautraliza tha poaiticn.

Closer contact should have been malrtained between the
comrand post of Company B and its platoons regerdless of who
took the initistive in establishing it. This would have af-
forded more uvime for plenning the attack on Ridge-B of Hill
Y, The cost of this sthteck might have been materlally re-
duced by a well organized operation which would have pro-
vided for a methodical c¢learing of the area pill box by pill
box, In the end this is actually that happeneu.

MRS oo, . L San aw—— . bt B | 0 P

The circumstancas of tho attack on Rldge B, as it was
actually executed, coupled with the maintensnce of the posi-~
tion for the succeeding two Qays under heavy enemy artil.
lery, mortar, end small arms {ire and adverse weather condi-
tions, can only indicate that the unit which accomplished
it was a well~trained, well-dinoiplinod organization with a
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LESSOES
80&0 'héﬁona-b'mght out‘. by this operaticn are:

1 e b r:l.var oruaing inte en enemy fortified area at
night requires much prior planning and preparation on the
paert of all concerned,
3 LI T I

LT eSS LR o6 mEdS To thomughly brief
; each participant in an atteck in which overhoad mpportins

o ML L
M

fa.ra“q.s to be used. N
3. In a frontsl attack on an enemy fortified area all
_avallable weepons should fire gn- the ememy pbri‘u.b “r’égard-
less of whether he ie visidle, :
4, In g difficultl operation, Doth subordinste and
higher commandars should sftrive to meintain close iiaison,
S5 If an attack is to pess through enemy occupied posi-
tioné, attacking personnel should keep moving in order to
__present s poor targst to the elemy.
] 6. Small units such as platoons and compaaies in at-
tacking a fortifled area, shounld clear thst area of enemy

as they advance,

7 In & river croaaing 0peration, adequate preparation -

e+ EE——— |}
.

e requires more ‘than the usual number of medical perasonnel
and supplies,
8. A moblle counterattacking force 1s a prerequisite
for the successful defense of a river line sgainst a de-
termined enemy.
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OPERATIONS OF THE 18T PLATOON, COMPANY B, 319TH INFANTRY
(BOTH INFANTRY DIVISION) IN THE ASSAULT ON THE SIEGFRIED
LINE AT WALLENDORF, GERMANY, 7-11 FEBRUARY 1945,
(RHINELAND CAMPAIGN)

(Personal Experience of a Platoon Loador)

INTRODUCTION

o TPfL d“a;-‘ ‘the Third United Spgta Army recaptured

s -laxt o -the ground Iust by the United States Firat Army
in the Battle of the Bulge, 29 Jenuary 1945, the four corps:
o¥ the Third Army were abreast the Hoselle, Sauer and OQur
Rivers ready to crack the Siegrried 0 R ) s

COR SRR ary 1Y, XIT Cofps of Third Army was crndered
to selze and secure a bridgehead over the Sauer River and be ,
prepared to continue the attack east and northeast. (2) #
The 5th and 80th Infantry Divisions of XII Corps were as-
signed this mission. (3)

The First day of February 1945, found the 319th Infan-
try of the 80th Infantry Division, ettached to the 4th
Armored Diviﬁion for operstional purposes only, o2 a one-
heur alort status while located in various small towns in
Luxembourg which served as rest areas in which to rehabil-
itate and re-equip personnel, (4) Units remained in their
respective areas until 4 February during which time indi-
#The Our and the Sure Rivers converge at Wallendorf, Germany
to form the Sauer River. The unit whose operations provided

?“ngf'adlﬁfsmgha ma}Br ﬁfﬁﬁfﬁﬁhﬁﬁaiﬁglégﬁﬁr?ﬁ?ﬂﬁ%ﬁ?’ﬁfﬁfﬁfﬁﬁ“ :
of whicvh 4t was a »url, FHowaver; nistoriens and othevs, in

reporting this operation vefor to the Ssuer and the ur, at
this point, almost synonomously. (See Hap‘%?) (#)

wdd) F= pe 303 G e g 283;  (2) E - p. 955* f’éi"'*"‘9“‘--'“%"“"-
w;3(;\0. (4) A - 8actk, ‘I";I».r 1 Fah. 4-5, SR RIS e NN W




vidual and some orew-served weapons were fired. (5) Indi-
vidual equipment was l1ssued as regquired and tralning in
small unit problems was oﬁnductod. Short passes (6 to 8
hours) were glven to as many men as possible to allow them

to visit Luxembourg City. (6)
L. -« At 040800A Rahmigur JQ45.. the &mm»mw e
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ﬂy' motor maréh to the‘ﬁ%ttendorr-looatrorr-kloinreiadorf area i

to relleve CUE of tire 4th Armored Division ia that area. By
1500 houra tha 2nd Battalion was in Moestroff, the 1lst Bat-
talion was in Klelnrelsdorf, and the Regimental CP was in

T BTLONAERT T WIvii “vho Soming of darimess She Srd Battalion
bagen relief of the 1Oth Armored Infant>y, 4th Armored Divi.
sion; in the vicinity of Rettendorf and the latter cleared
the erea by 2200 hours., (7) The regiment was thus in posi-
tion Lo mekes Durther preparations for ite mission of cressing
the Our River early 7 February 1945, and seizing Wallendorf
and the kigh grourd to the morth and sass. (8)

This monograph will recount, in particular, the opera-
tions of the 1st Platoon of Company B (located in Kleinreis-
dorf at this time) in the crossing of the Our River into the
Slegfried Line end the sction during the ensuing four days.

GENERAL SITUATION

The Sauar and the Our Rivsra are eamparativaly'small
“*ﬁtﬁ%km%‘f!%wfng generdli} north-suubhfﬁatwean the Duchy EE'J“w
Luxembourg and the Siegfried Line, the German western fron-

tler, In the vieclnity of the confluence of the two streams,

HNY Lo »
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the scene of the sction covered herein, they are about the
same width, Normelly, the Sauer has a water gap of around
75 feet. MAt this period it was a flood-swollen torrent
with a deadly current. In addition, the Genmana were power-
fully emplaced on the heavily wooded far shores# in innumer-
...%H_...BJJ} Ro%es and. DAUREL, BoC kel S AR SR S sl 5By e
~ steep banks were extensively barb-wired and mined and all ap=
proaches covered with direct artillery and machine gun fire."
() :
This operation occurred during tha thew immediately
m.ﬁrhwggingﬁégz g;méigw:;:;;h Bulge.'jfaryi4ittla.s£;: w;s"MMM“
on the ground, rain fell slmest deily and the sarth's
surface in this area was thawed to a depth of about 6 to 8
inches, which was, of course, mué, (10)
Units were disposed as shown on Map 1I., During tne
period 4-7 February both friendly eand enemy activity was con-
fined to patrolling and o bherassing wrlililery and direct
fire. (11)
BATTALION PLAN OF ATTACK FOR 7 FEB 45

The 316th Infantry planned to attack with the lst and
2nd Battalions abreast with the 2nd Battalion on the north
or left., (12)

The attack of the 1lst Battelion, with which we are main-

T e

‘~“Wooded 1n ‘the greater part of the regimental zone, mmch of
that portion of zone in which this action took place was
completely devoid of trees. (#)

T (B) @ Tp. 800, # 0 (0] abp- {11} & - Sect. VIL, 4 Feb
46, D e Lo-By Do P £3 ;;23 & - Sect, VII, " Feh A%y ..
B - p. 2’ D - p. 5
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ly concerned, was to follow the route outlined on Mep II,
The Battalion was to form in a column of companies at the
oaltorﬁ_edso of Kleinreisdorf at 0200 hours, follow the
route #hnwn across Hili'xﬁ;“end'arrive at thé crﬁssing.site -
at 0300 hours (H-hour), (For IP and proposed route of at-
tack, see Map II). An artillery preparation was schsduled
-inqﬁurﬂub~9%Eéh1nnnnrnnué-ruu#*uueﬂbv-ﬁwheurr* équg:ggggaf-—‘
payohological factor, as well as for any caaualtien bhat
’ liéht raault weapons of ﬁil ﬁnits in the crea which ware Lok
within fiving renge of the objective were to open fire at
_ 0230 hours end continue firing for 30 minutes. Grest care
“was teken to insure that all ?articipénts wers thorcughly
oriented on all details of this plan.
After the battalion had effected a crossing, it was
to infiltrete to Ridge A of Hill Y which was %0 be hastily
orgenized, for at daylight en atteck was to be launched,
with Companies B and C as assault companies, on Wallendorf,
itselfs (Lo (See Mep IL)

PREPARATIONS WITEIN THE BATTALIQN
D=6 February 1949

On 5 February the two asseunlt battalions (1st and 2nd)
practiced river crossing in assault boats provided and
menned by Company ¢ of the 306th Engineer Battallon, which
was abttached to the regiment for this operation. The 150th
Engineer Battallion end the 1135th Engineer Group were 1n
BB OT LS TGLRGIS bn -Shs: e TEIL G WIT vas G haves '~

TURPAS TUesLgE b ivis o f-Sho-5411s-whish figure In this action
nre not those used in the actual operation. Ths 1st Bat-
+elion Aid not. eecord them neme or number. and the letter
1dantirioaticn attavhied to each hers is solely a means oF




been constructed by the 15Cth Englneers for practice cross-
ing was not completed, This rehearsal took place in the
vieinity of Moestroff. It was a "full dress" rehesrsasl with
 the boats loaded exactly as they were to be in the actual
operation and every men fully equipped. During the night of
the 5th and 6th, 150 men from these battalions carried as-
“Bault Doats from The LIUGKS LO THCLF FESpective CYossing
sites where the boats were left during the day of the 6th,
e e e et

The nature of the terrain and the number and size of
“the boate made it imprssible to concqesl. ther Lrom ths Sermens
during dayllghﬁ. From tha'increaaed harassing artillery five
leid on the battalion positions during this period by the
enemy, it i1s reasonable to assume that he was aware of an
1mpanding attach, end had he not been, the presence of the
assanlt boats on the forwex»d slope of Hill X could have left
no doubt in his mind. However, he must have been reassured,
‘when on the af'tefnoon of the 6th at gpproXimatefly 1400 hours,’
a sownd truck from Division or higher Headquarters proceeded
to the top of this hill and broadcast a message to the Ger-
mans, in gist, that the Americans were coming over and that
it would be better to surrender. (15)

During the entire dey of the 6th the presence of even
one man on Hill X, the best and practically ounly polnt from
which a reconnaissance of the route for the impending attack
euEld be-ma&a;-waulé eram Ammedlato and hsavy, large aalﬁbxa,um-
Cdirest Pive from the ememy.  (I8) “TRIF SiTuabion. was doubt- .

(14) A - Sect, VII, 4 Fob 45, 6 & 6 Fob 45 & 7 Fob 46; B -~
pe 23 . i 3: i‘s (15) #; (15) #.




less aggravated by the sctivity of the tanks and tank de-
stroyers attached to the megiment (1 company sach from the
702nd Tank Battelion and the 811th Tank Destroyer Battelion),
From hull defilede poaitio;z-on Hilllx, éﬁhﬁa‘nnd tank de-
stroyers would fire one or two rounds at known or suspected

enemy poslitions on the opposite slde of the river and then

. 'M

nastily” Vi CATIEW tu cumpiess-Asdilado . nayar yiore than

i

geconds shead of retaliatory fire. (17)

(NOTE: The facts hereinafter recorded sre drawn from
~the personal recollection of the writer, except in certain
instances which are appropriately noted.)
' *"Siﬁﬁé”%ﬁd”praparaiicns wire probebly sbout the geme
throughout the battaliﬁn, let us teke the lst Platcon of
Compeny B aes representative, It had a strength of 59 EM
and 1 officer which wes ahoutrthn average for the other
rifie platoons of the battalion,
| By 1200 hours on the 6th the platoon leader had been
informed of all detslils of the plan of attack., He, in turn,
"~ oriented his squad L@adery &nd clidGued Lo meke corizia-thebt. . .
each squad leader hed briefed his men.

During the afternoon each man was issued 2 days K
Rations, 3 hand grenades, and 2 extra bandoleers of ammuni-
tion, Extra batteries were carried for the SCR 836 radlo,
and more than the usual smount of oil was carried for wea-
pons In contemplation of the type of operatlon and the fsct
that rain was ever present. BEvery effort was made to see

that each i&&rﬁﬁuu'waa fally eouirped.

A A e 8 L T - fin &)
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Just atter darknoas on the av:ning of tho Bth ”“1ihm YA 304
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(17) A - Sect. VII, 4 Feb 45; B =~ pe 23 #e




designed to discourage fraternizetion wes shown to the ag-
sembled battalion, On the efternoon of the 6th the compeny
commander addressed the compeny and stated that Diviﬁion @-2
haed reported that eighty per cent of the Germans in the pill
box infested area about to be inveded actually wented to sur-

render,

Se—TURE OVELARETOT .40 6th a , Aot meal ¥EE-fed Jaet prior-
to darkqesa du;ingﬂwhichmyige thg_companylaq?fersd a few
casualties from enemy artillery which had become increasing-
1y actlive as the dgy rsasced cn and which continued to intresase

—3a- volume on irto.the.night,.. Jemedistaly after the meal. ..
‘religious services were held for those who cared %o attend
and the remaidder of the evening was spent in making last
minute preparations for the forthcoming attack which jumped
off according to the plan and schedule previously outlined,

THE ATTACK

9
At 0130 hours, 7 Februar1"1945,_according;tnuﬁlﬁn:~:mmmﬂ,ﬂm
friendly artillery began to bombard the Germaen side of the
_our River which was tha-ﬂiegfbiad Line. The bombardment
continuwed until 0300 hours which was the time sppointed for
it to 1lift.
At 0200 hours the Battalion moved out in route celumn
and proceeded along the pre-determined route shown on Mep II
to the crossing site.

dma R | R e e e 4 e e e e L
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lead companies. The Slmm mortars of Company D were in posi-




tion between Kleinreisdorf and the foot of Hill X, (8ee
Map II) They had registered during the afterncon and at

0230 hours, along with sll other weepons in the area, they

-

were to fire in support of the attack.
The order of platoons within Company B was 2nd, 1lst,

Srd and 4th. Cqmpany and platoon command groups marched

 —— i W oy 4 4 A,

at the haad or ths units which they commanded anﬁ inger= "

-val was maintained which would permit visual contact with

the man immediately preceding, This interval was, of
necessity, short as the night was very dark end a light rain

'?Iﬁiﬁ“fﬁlling;"Eﬁﬁhr1eaﬁen*ﬁa&ﬂreqﬁif@d~te‘wcazna‘pieaamcr e

.....

e

luminous tape about 1 inch Dby éninchés oh the baﬁk'of his
helmet to fecilitate control.

Words cannot describe the fury of the artillery bomberd-

ment which was falling on the other side of the river., As

far as one could see artillery gnd mortar shells of all aizoa
were bursting coﬁ;;;n tly. So intense was the fire that the
lan&aoape was almost continuwously 1llvminated and to make
oneself heard was practically impossible.

411 went well until the head of the column was just
starting the descent of Hill X to the river. This must have
been about 0230 hours for, et that moment, all of the small

arms in the area opened up &8 planned. This nolse added to

that of the srtillery preparation already in progress,

woreated a.din that dotiou doqoription.

- i,

.__gng of | ths magpino guna of o friondly ﬁnit had bovh Tald

A A 0 T 0 v it | e
S |
-

I

slichtly too low and it wae firing grazing fire’with oc-

casional tracers along ths 1on5th or Hil1l X about 20 yards




to the mght of the column. Someone unidentifled perhaps
thinking that the battelion hed been aurroundod, yollod,
"0 TO THE OTHER SIDE OF THE HILLI" Never was a command
more promptly obeyed. In a matter of seconds, except for

the command groups and possibly a very few Oothers, that mhieh. .

P ok ——\T T v s et
Y —g ‘r-'-

ﬁ@%ﬁbﬁiiaﬁﬁﬁﬁéﬁ““”ﬂﬁIT'organized column was a fleeing mob,
Almoat én masse and in a quite disorderly fashion, the entire

group executed a right flenk to the rovorse slcpe of Bill Lo
A faw seconds prior to this, 3 or 4 light artillery rounda

Sy s i T

__exploded near the head of the avlumn snd produced & few
G L Although the friéﬁdly mechine gun continued to
fire, no one in this group was injured by it,

The reader can readily imsgine the chaos which resulted
from this untimely sounding-off, Ceution was sbandoned and
leeders went about shouting for their men by name. This may
agﬁﬁﬂpqwgave haen 11] Ed?iﬂ@&, bt it gotusl 17 wes not- for_.

: *:;nce the shouts could hardly be heard in the immedizte
vicinity, they surely could not be heard ascross the river
several hundred yards away. Further, this was the only pos-
sible means of restoring orgenization.

After a time the units were reorganized, and Company C,
the leading company, began iis crossing. As previously

stated, the river was at flood stage end 1its current was

swift, This slowed the operation conaidorahly. Gazngn

EgarL oy
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£nxbhor«aomplicate‘matters. The cvolumn now moved toward
the river in slow stages advancing only as the men loaded

-on bosts manned by the enginoora und wora ferriodwacraasv_“”;ﬂx_




the river, The current was so swift that the boats would
be carried snvorallhundred yazﬂi:ﬂaﬁngtrnam,bafbro thsy
could reach the far shore, |

Companies B and ¢ and one platoon of Company A had
crossed the river at approximately 0630 hours when it be-
came evident that daylight was going to arrive before the

. Temainder of the battelion comld ba breusht, wBears . TogRa
“univsTWere in an assembly areéa on the river banh; an area
vmy?ioh.waa completely exposed except for darkness, Neither
friendly nor enemy artillery was active at this time and the
scene was comparatively quiat. These ﬁnits remained in this
“éréd umnoieatad Tor sbont W5 minutes while the batislion om.
mend group was crossing the river, This group, deylight,
end German small srms fire arrived simultaneonsly, The fire
was coming from enemy-occupied pill boxes meny of which
could not be seen because they were slmost perfectly cemou-
flaged,
"7 The battalion () right bo- zald-EoKavs-Yees pimied
down and several casualtles were suffered, The entire group
wa3 lying on the ground almost hsad to foot -- no disper-
-sion whatever,
Perhaps 2 or 3 minutes after the initial enemy small
arms fire had been received and it becams evident that the
Germens were firing from the pill boxes, the battalion cone
mander and the two company commanders suddenly jumped to

their rbet and in true Hollytood stylo, shoutod and w:vod
oy g e s e S s
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The battalion ( ) moved out in a 1ine of skinniahors

12



with Company O on the right. (The writer is unable to find
written roference to the fect that one platoon of Compsny A
was present at this time. However, it 1s belleved that the
platoon was attached to Company 0 end that some time later
in the deay, when the remainder of Company A had crossed under

@ amoke screen, it reverted to its parent unit,)

The topographical crest of Hill Y wes meeshed.stthort ... ..
R PRy P e it R T L ST e o .

Taifficalvyexcept for Ui 3Teephess of the slope and the faot

that, as the crest was neared, an enemy machine gun which

o e

had been by-passed fired into the back of Company C. By

0825 the battalion (-) was digging in onlths line shown on

Mep I11. (18) FA11Y was quits steep and st §hia poiet tho ...
battslion was sbout 200 yards from the river. The sssault

was made with evééf mén firing his weapon continuously,.

Leaders hed to constantly encourage their men in orderlto keep
them moving, so steep was the ascent, '

Units were in the same relative position on Hill Y in

- —— 1 T by - AT NI AL R A e T TS g e UM TR, VI R e e

which they started the assault. No perimeter was formed and

Sa e b

the compgiies 1ntfonohad in a comparatively straight line,
By this time enomy artillery including Nebelwerfer#, mortars,
end small arms had become active agaln and inflicted a few
more casualties,

4s the day wore on several prisoners were taken and
#Nebelwarfer was a type of Germen rocket artillery. The
shells mede a screeching sound in flight, and so it was a
psychological as well as a casualty producing weapon,

—-‘la—! .-J.:ﬁ.g..ﬁh-maa?* u!!pw*h; r-:aa-:.‘:-p-ﬁ:.gilum::- Bl e, . ety g
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others were seen Lo bs wading the river to surrender to the
#meriosn forces on the other side.

The platoon leader of the lst Platoon of Company B was
called to the Compeny CF at approximately 1500 hours and
there he was told of the plan for the night which was to
form the perimeter shown on Map III. By 1600 hours this had

- BASD, L 0G ee

A e T
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The greater part ol THE 18% Flatoon ol Company B was
to remain_wlth the smaller portion of his unit near tha top
of the hill so that he would be nearer the Company CP since

_“_:gﬁig,ana wire cammunicatioﬁ were non-existent uitnin the

T B i ————— o — — &
. ek i B i S

compeny. The dampness had rendered the SCR 636 radio in-
operstive, snd wire had not been Iinstalled.
The remainder of Company A had crossed the river under
a smoke screen during the day and the company was ordered %0
atteck Wallendorf—and outpect-the high ground e the rorth -
snd east. Company A reported the town cleared by 2015 hours,
(19) i ooy e o
During the night of 7-8 February the 2nd Battellon suc-
ceeded in crossing 27 men in addition to the part of Company
F which had made the crossing the preceding night in the
vieinity of Hoesdorf. (See Map IIl) Devastating artillery
fire prevented more crossings and wrecked tThe boats of the
3pd Battalion which had been ordered to cross the river,

LA o hm .
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In thé area of the lst Platoon of Company B the night
passed without incident other them ertillery and Nebelwerfer
fire. The most of this f.‘..ro, houever, was placed on the
rivcr lina 1taolt. Inalcnnnt wuathar continued.

On the day of the 8th of February a limited number of
K Rations and blankets were secured by the platoon from the
vicinity of the originel crossing site. These had been

B

A, T S e

STt et UM Ty Tl FIVETF B3 Emmmumﬂ,mu—
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several companies cf the battallon under cover of darkness
_and the sngineers had brought uo many &% possible aéross the
river uﬁder heavy ertillery fire, The K Rations were issued
only to those who were witheout ford. far re-supply wes wn-——
certain, The day wae spent in improving pesitions and the
weather remained unchanged, Enemy ertillery and sniper fire
continued, Again the bulk of the enemy artillery was con-
centrated on the river and possible crossing sites with the
obvious purpcse of preventing supply, evacuation, bridging,
and -t ¢ Fossing of more Amé?iagh‘trocps. It accomplished

its mission.

mha nigﬁt or 8 9 Fabruary passed without noteworthy
event in the lst Battealion sector and the 2nd and 3rd Bat-
talions made repeated attempts to cross the Our, but they
were hampered by ever-present and well-directed enemy artil-
lery concentrations., The 2nd Battalion did, however, suc-
ceesd in orossing the remsinder of Compeny ¥. (21)
Throughout the perlod 7-11 Februeary the enginsers,
L hoth thnee AD.surs st -andel UEe BIL SIS HE CUMPTEG TbE " 7T T
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bridge the Our, but every try was defeated by the swiftness
of the »iver current or enemy artillery or both, On 11
Pebruary ell units on the Germsn side of the river wers still
being supplied as well as possible by boat. (22)

At approximately 0600 hours § February tha platoon
leader of the lst Platoon of Company B was awakened by a
runner of the 2nd Platoon who informed him that thasa tio

" iy Musmw-ﬂw m‘h - e E A Mot M
. By U8 LA e akp b L o At b o e i mrs AR A

“pilatoons (LsvEst Enu}‘ﬂ@?ﬁ“ﬁ!tﬁb%ﬁﬂ“ﬂt‘tﬁh'?Up”ﬁf‘ﬂitt“f

prepared to move out in an atteck in 30 minutes. (For LD,
see Map III) A lone men without equipment would have done
well to have climbed this hill in that length of timwe,
" The batTAli0N HA TowW Deel dtross Lavriver wimust -
axactly 4@ hours, This platoon had recsived a limited nwber
- of K Rations, but no ammunitlion and much had been expended
in the initial attack on Hill Y, The supply of oll for wea-
pons was almost Gepleted as much had been required because
of the dampness of the weather,
% Rations were issuéd, blankets weére piled hastily on’
pogition, end the lst Platoon moved out followed by the 2nd
. PlatOun.q The two ﬁnité‘h:;;;;é‘;*wgge igggﬂsguﬁéﬁartuva on
Hi1l Y (See Map III) where Company £ and the remsinder of
Company B were assembled. The platoon leaders reported to
a very impatient compsany commander as the time was uow
about 0720 and they were some S0 minutes overdue.
The plateon lesder of the 1st Platoon received the
following attack order: '"You see that high ground above

wallondor:‘? We are going 1 to take ke that, The 2nd Platoon. will.. .

o e

(22} & = Sect. VI, 11 Feb 45; B - pi B; D = p: 10s
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be on the right and your platoon will be echeloned to the
left reer, Move out}" ' .
_ The area over which this attack was to be launched was
a curving ridge. It was relatively smooth, without tress,
and sxoopt for pill boxeé'whicﬁ were occupled by the enemy,
there was nothing on the surface ssve an occasional shell
hole to offer individual cover, There were several pill = _ .
v 40, DN Sincemima | (7 A AR L BT [ S
R s ko St Lo M TATSAF6A ahd others walch were Ghere
could not be seen because of the camoufleage.
“"Day was just breaking at this time and the sttention of
the company commander was called to a column of Germans on
~tha-herizon erprorimetely £00 yurds uwdy in The direction
of the proposed attack., a4 counteraﬁtack was feared and
everyonc took position behind the retaining well which was
the line of departure, The counterattack did not materiasl-
i1ze and in 2 or 3 minutes the atteck was on the wey. It
followed the route shown and it stopped at the point in-
dicated on Map I11. ™ e e e o et

S Company B moved out as ordered to be followed by Compa-

_ny £. .The platosasid becvy wuaeidme@uls I2om Comipany D was
still attached to Company B and they were to move out with
the 3r»d Platoon which was in support, The company comand
group followeld the lst Platoon., No time had been allowed
for getting units organized into any formation for this eb-
tack and the lst and 2nd Platoons moved out in & sort of open
column with all men walking et top speod and firing on pill

boxes or any other features which might harbor enemy soldliers.

U
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enemy machine gun and rifle fire was recelived from the left
:;gpg of thh_column and 1t produced several casualties. The
platodn lqadnr_o: thpllst.rlgﬁaan directed several of his .
nsn_to fire on this group of enemy for they were plainly
visible outside a pili box -- a machine gnnnof and several
riflemen, This order was immediately carried out and the

Germans started to abandon the position just as the company

AP 0B W 1Y g W I ORPR

g ¢ amnhgwﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁgﬁffﬂiseﬁmaawxc'E%dghf&r&ngggﬁ:Ehia;gfé;;iand““]
continue in the attack, The enemy forthwith resumed the
- -position and tHe T1¥e fight and continued to inflict casual-
ties on the company.
__Just after ppssing this position, the 2rnd Platosr -bere -
oIff toward the leftlbf the intended route snd the lesder of
the 1st Platoon, upon order of the Company Comuander, direct-
ed his men Vo change their route of advance Tarther to the
right. This was done and when the two platoons were a-
breast, they were hit with withering small arms, artillery,
end mortar fire. The rifle and mechine gun firs was in-
tense, bub no snemy nor eunemy posltions were visible, The

fire came from all sides.

5 s 10, -
. e
o -

ictuslly, the Sormans had allowed the sl U get
well within their position before they let go with all they
hed., Company C, and the Machine Gun Platoon of Compeny D
were cut off and withdrew to their former positions and Com-
peny B was thus isclated in the pusition shown on Kidge B
of Hil1l Y. (See Map III)

When the Germans opened up all men hit the ground and
the leaders attempted to form a defensive perimeter. Little

o Al TN Sk 851y By A e g e e g g
e AN S, T g
ot mlwhvm_,,
3 S B T ey ' W 1 B TR E—

L M I TR TS

.  ALE

is

"“::' i JE TR T L R L hd

s b e e A, sl Y 4



could be accom@lishnd in this direction and with a very
1ittls adjustment of position, all stayed as uesar the |
ground as possible and attempted ta.digdinQ

The lst and 2nd Platoons were in some Zemblance of =
line with the lst Platoon on the right, The platoén leader
of the 1lst Platoon and the platoon serg;ant (a few minutes

bef r h a. b th t id. 1 X s
efore he hed been the " atoon gn e)mtog rafggpfjr awabew&

LT R

holo which was gbout 50 feet in rear of the line, It could

wag piled up around the crater for added protection., Word

was received to, "Hold what you have",

not be dug deeper so the dirt loosened by the shell burst

" ohweek revesled that the platoon sergesnt, 2 squad. . .

leaders, and at least 2 men had been wounded and 4 others on
the right flank of the platoon had been killed.,  4All squads
were now led by assistant squad leaders,

Nebelwerfer, artillery, and mortar concentrations‘rainod

on the position. The mortars were so close that the ex-

plosiona could be heard as the rounds lert the weapons. Tho

R A R e s ANy AN s S sl . W S A

enamw observation was such that if one stuck hia hand out of

. & hole, it would be ahot.at._ The, shelling contizned, Mt

an expected counterattack éid not cbme. Word was recelived
during the morning that Company A would attack from Wallen-
dorf and contact Company B. They were unable to get more
than 100 yards out of town.

With the coming of.darknesa,,all personnel got out of
their holes and walked or ran around them in an effort to

get warm, This unit had been across the river 60 hours now
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without hnﬁ food or dry clothing and rain hed fellen in-
termittontly during the time, Murther, though the position
was just below the crest of a bill, the holes rilled with
water as though each was a spring. One could not dig %o a
depth of more than 6 to 8 inches and so the men had not
stood in the water, they had lain in it for protection. It

-ﬁaao-nmﬁa&aury*ev-bufiﬁEﬁw-wu:!?”ﬂ!!‘tf*?ﬂb£E”EEIEE'EEEE-I§““Hdumd
to 20 minutes end that only prevented one from being almost

——gutirely sutmergeds ~Everyone on wie ‘position was es thor-
oughly wet as it is humenly pcssible To get.

NEEr ngfu?pheg“@gntion has been mqﬂe of. th wounded. It_uas
4mposasible to matariaily aia cham. Tnere were no medical
supplics, and there was no availsble comfort of any sort.
Only rein coats end shelter halves water soaked and maddy
ones, were available with which to cover these mex In an ef-
fort to keep them warm, This was futile since thoy were ly-
ing on the wet ground and rain fell occesionally. The pla-
toon leader end the platoon aergeant visited each of the mexn
in his position often during the night, but there was llttle

AR ha mey. of ontonrelemeny ko 2ffer. ihodgh there wes no
help in sight, not one complained, The only aid man re=-
maining in the company had been left to man the battalion
aid station. oy :

At 2400 hours Company C hed cleared three plll boxes
end hed contacted Compeny B. (23) In the meantime Company
B hed continued t0 be harassed by artillery and mortar fire

— A S TP W S W A

as well as patrol action.
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with the arrival of Company G it was decided to sttempt
to evacuate as many of the wounded g8 possible, One man
from the 1st Platoon had to be carried. This required at
least four men sithough it seemed that they could not be
spared from the line,

ggﬂigtter was, arailablg nor was_{hars -

whioh to improvise one except rifles and shelter halves.
Thia 13 a difficult feat even under ordinary copditiona, .
but with everyono and evorything aoaking tot, cold, and
muddy it was next to impossible. There were few left on

— s o P —
i

the poaition whp were able to cargv their nnn-auerter of -

e —— o L A S
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the load which the wounded man represented, so the pletoon
sergeent was sent on this mission. This party departed to
meke their wey through enemy territory to the battslion aid
station at sbout 0100 hours nn 10 February, but daun.cane
prior to their arrival and they were compelled to spend
the dey in a pill box in the enemy line.

Snow fell during this day (10th) as well as rein. Sev-

ergl sttompts were made To sapply the position by lialgqn

= I e
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-~ {ahe, OUt the ‘supplies fell into enemy hands on every oc=-

casion. The enemy continued all types of fire on the posi-
tion, but 1t was mainly of = herassing naturs now. oSeveral
harassing patrols contacted the company, but their fire was

not often returned unless they ceme very close to the posi-

tion.
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"DParkness came on Lhe night of 10-11 Fedruary end the
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fort o get wamm, Mauy were so cold and weak thei they
could tske the low step out of their holes only after re-
peated sttempts and some of those who attempted to run
could not,

About 2200 hours the compeny commander, who with the
advent of darkness had gone to the battalion CP, returned

el L S I T MK IR IS, (Y e, L aembe: % TR eeraniin. s Vi i WS L SOpe e DO S A — ey

Wi A CHE HeWs that the cumpany was to be relieved very

sbortly. In approximately one hour the relieving unit ar-
rived, It was that part of (ompany C which was not alréady
on position. Company B started the infiltration Dack

.tbrnughﬂgnaaw-linaa for-thiy Led nut e bosn‘cﬁmp¢atﬁlf mff”f“”“
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cut, Just how this was accomrlished without serious 1ncidant
is a matter of conjecture as it was almost impossible to
maintain silence., Some men were wounded and others had
frozen fvet, Tc say that this group was coid, wet, and hun-

gry would certainly constitute an understatement. They were

- opoekedctoeving lula dnwuter fay ono- Lless thes 38 Hvire; they

Wiw

were almostu frozen having been practically immobile end

thoroughly wet in temperatures that were cold enough for

Snow for a like period: snd thav were half-stsrwed, £nme.of . v

them having gone through this period with as little as one-
third K Ration. The ground was rough and wet and_thg night”
wes black. Some were so misereble thet when an ankle was
turned or ome would stumble snd have to use a little added

energy to prevent a fall, he would cry audibly and un-

maer“m: Wt W A ey B, T P e Ty ———
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" By spproximately 2400 hours on the 11th ths“l'% ?latoan ey

s AR

wae-in & pill box in the seme area from which 1t had*movﬁd




out on the morning sf th.ol_ Sth. Local _smu-x-ity was posied
and the men were made as comfortable as possible for the re-
mainder or“th'é' night, |

On the morning of the 12th reorgenization of the pla-
toon was begun and word was received that with the coming
of darkness a composite platoon made up of the more able

_\ ey a2

oy S, R T N 2L T o T M =
WERGES 31 the LET and Shd Platoons would have to go back

to the position which they had so recently left. This was

""te be done each slternate 24 hour peried until further orders

were recelved,

o By the.d4th of Februery €.-or 7-men in the pi3l-bex c(ow = ¢

- —

cupied By the 1st Platoon had frozen feet and were unsble
to walk, That night they were evacuated to the battelion
ald station which was already filled to overflowing,
On the afternoon of 15 February Company B was relisved
end moved to Wallendorf where the men received their first
B2k =@ -clean clothing 4n B Gays, - The lat Puboyn-af o e
Company B which had numbered 39 enlisted men and 1 officer
at the outset of this operation nov was mede up of 12 enlist-
.64 men and 1 offiser, Of tha 27 cemalfles aoenoXime $ol o me
50 per cent were the result of enemy sction and the remain-
ing one-half were due to exposure,
By 12 Februery 11 3 battaliocns of the 310th Infantry
had succesded in crossing the Owr, snd on that day the 3rd
Battalion passed through the 1lst Battalion and attacked

. .northeast £rom Wellendorf. (24) .%o bedlguhvad vum ssvtred = ="
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ARALYSIS AND CRITICISM

The crossing of the Our River into the Slegfried Line
on the night of 6-7 Februsry 1945, involved three distimct
and difficult military operations, namely: a night attack,
a river crossing, end an attack on a fortified position. It
18 my opinion thet two days 1= 1nsurfic19nt time to plan and
. Brevass for mich en actign, Jovs tige el e Rem ol ... .
lowed to permit a thorough reconnaissance and detailed plan-
,h,gipg_gg_;nqquQLMwategp;oaring of a1l communication eguips- =
ment, main snd alternate plans of attack, and means of re-
supply ecross tho river with due conaideration to accomplish-
| ing thg Jatter by air, 1f neeesacry - To cross~a unit over
a flood-swollen river into an enemy fortified position such
as the Sisgfried Line, when it is within the enemles cspa-
bilities to neutralize that river for further crossing and
so isolate that unit, 1s to put it in much the same posi-
~%lon ss troops who migh% have parachuted into the enemy
lines, Prompt re-supply aund contact wlth friendly forceé
ere the decisive factors in both cases,
From the enemy standpoint, his failure to launch s
.- Lopeaful-2ounbepebboeh-turine the Ttret fow QUYE L TidE T
operation is the main resson for his defeat in this pertic-
uler erea, It 1s my belief that an aggressive and well-
planned attack on the 1st Battalion, 319th Infantry, during
the first three or four deys of this sction would have com-
pletely annihilated 1t due to the short supply of ammuni-
tion and the nhvg;lcd&enﬁ-&tmf “hbo .tmno;:a». Thenﬂamm e
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The platoon leader of the lst Platoon of Company B
should have insured that each of his men was familiar with
all detsils of the fire support plan end so have helped to
preclude the general rgpﬁ_g@iqh_oocurred on Hill X just
prior to the actuzl crossing, |

It will be recelled that in the attack on the morning
of 9 F@bruary by Gompaniea B and G, a group of enemy de-

-uu'-— ‘.w'g-— Pt/ v jrwa e # smmamee v .—-&m’ - v -.* “lﬂ.lﬂl‘ﬁ. e

lievered small arms fire into the left flenk of the column,
The platoon leader of the lst Platoon of Company B ordered
some of his men to return this fire which was the cnly courés
of nctibn open at the iustunt. When the company commender
'é?éa;EE”tﬁia fire 11fted, he should have directed othsra to
return this fire and 30 nautraliza tha poaiticn.

Closer contact should have been malrtained between the
comrand post of Company B and its platoons regerdless of who
took the initistive in establishing it. This would have af-
forded more uvime for plenning the attack on Ridge-B of Hill
Y, The cost of this sthteck might have been materlally re-
duced by a well organized operation which would have pro-
vided for a methodical c¢learing of the area pill box by pill
box, In the end this is actually that happeneu.

MRS oo, . L San aw—— . bt B | 0 P

The circumstancas of tho attack on Rldge B, as it was
actually executed, coupled with the maintensnce of the posi-~
tion for the succeeding two Qays under heavy enemy artil.
lery, mortar, end small arms {ire and adverse weather condi-
tions, can only indicate that the unit which accomplished
it was a well~trained, well-dinoiplinod organization with a
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LESSOES
80&0 'héﬁona-b'mght out‘. by this operaticn are:

1 e b r:l.var oruaing inte en enemy fortified area at
night requires much prior planning and preparation on the
paert of all concerned,
3 LI T I

LT eSS LR o6 mEdS To thomughly brief
; each participant in an atteck in which overhoad mpportins

o ML L
M

fa.ra“q.s to be used. N
3. In a frontsl attack on an enemy fortified area all
_avallable weepons should fire gn- the ememy pbri‘u.b “r’égard-
less of whether he ie visidle, :
4, In g difficultl operation, Doth subordinste and
higher commandars should sftrive to meintain close iiaison,
S5 If an attack is to pess through enemy occupied posi-
tioné, attacking personnel should keep moving in order to
__present s poor targst to the elemy.
] 6. Small units such as platoons and compaaies in at-
tacking a fortifled area, shounld clear thst area of enemy

as they advance,

7 In & river croaaing 0peration, adequate preparation -

e+ EE——— |}
.

e requires more ‘than the usual number of medical perasonnel
and supplies,
8. A moblle counterattacking force 1s a prerequisite
for the successful defense of a river line sgainst a de-
termined enemy.
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