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THE OPERATIONS OF COMPANY H, 350TH INFANTRY
(88TH INFANTRY DIVISION) AT MONTERUMICI,
S0UTH OF BOLOGNA, ITALY, 15-18 APRIL 1945,
(PO VALLEY CAMPAIGN)
(Personal Bxperiences of a Company Commsnder)

INTRODUCTION

This monograph covers the operationé of Company H,
S50th Infantry, 88th Infantry Divisicn, in the capture of
Monterumici and the breskthrough of the German Lines at the'.
start of the Po Valley offenslive in April 1945,

To bring the reader up to date a summary of the major
events 1eading to this action wiil be given,

During the previous ten months the Allied Forces,
composed of the British Elghth Army and the US Fifth Army,
had fought their way up the Itelien peninsula from the
battlefields of Cassino and Anzio, through Rome and Flofenca
to within ten miles of Bologna. There, in November 1944,
the offensive ground to a halt. The stubborn Germaen resis-
tance had stopped the Allied drive just shart of the Po
Valley. (1) The enemy had managed to hold a very strong
position in the edge of the mpuntains, thus forcing the Al-
lied Armies to stay all.wipter in the high Apennines wlth
exposed positions and long snd hazardous supply routes,

(See Map A) Throughout the winter months both sides dug in
and re-enforced their positions. The Allied divisions were
re;grouped and re-trsined; new divisions were brought in

and supplies bullt uwp for the coming offensive in the Spiing.
(2)

(1) A-5, pe 6; (2) A&-1, p. 1.
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The mlssion of the Allied Armies in Italy was to con-
tain the enemy forces, consisting of some twenty-five first
rate Germen Divisions and five Itallan Facist Divisions,
thus preventing the use of these unlis on the Eastern and
Western fronts., Also, the Allies had to prepare for the
finsl task of destroying these enemy units to prevent théir
withdrawal to the Alps and ﬁhe prepared defenses of Hitler's
Bavarian Redout region where the struggle could be pro-
longed. (3)

THE GENERAL SITUATION

In the spring of 1945, the Fifth and Eighth Armles
s3t11l faced the enemy in about the same general poslitions
across the northern edge of the Apennines, Some iImprovement
was made in the Fifth Army sector when the newly arrived
U. 8. Tenth Mountain Division made a limited objective at-
tack in February to clear Mt. Belvedere along Highway 64,
(2) (Soe Map B) The Fifth Armg; cormsnded by Lt. General
Iucisn K. Truscott, was spread over ninty miles of front,
extendlng from Massa on the Ligurian Sea to Mount Grande,
Esst of Highway 65, The Eighth Ammy tied in with the Fifth
Army at Mt, Grando and extended East to Lake Commscchio and
the Adriatic Sea. (5) (See Map B} The Allied Divislons
were in good condition; the troops had rested and re-trained
for over four months. Suppllies were plling up in rear of

fhs defense line. The Air Corps, with almost complete alr
(5) A"l’ Po 5; (4) a—s’ p. 7; (5) A-l’ p. 2.
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superiority, continued to block the enemy's communicatlon
lineé from Bologna to the Brenner Pass.

The Enemy forces, although badly battered in the Fall
cempaign, were still intact and falrly well situated behind
their prepared defenses of the Genghis Kshn Line. The enemy
had made good use of the winter months to improve his posi-
tions and replsce and re-train his depleted divisions. He
had carefully conserved supplies all through the winfer.
Ammunitlion, especlally artillery, was used only when ap-
solutely necessary. Troops were moved by foot and maximum
use was made of horses and oxen td conserve the critically
short supply of gasoline, The Germsns used the rich ag-
ricultural end industrial region of the Po Valley to malke
their forces virtuslly self sustaining. (6)

The main enemy defenses, the Genghls Eahn Line ran
from Vergatto, west of Highway 64, to Mount Grande. It
., was anchored 1n the center on Mt.'Sole, Monterumici, and
" Mt. Adone blocking Highways 64 and 65, the two mein sp-
prosches to Bologna. This line wds made up of mutually
supporting strong points consisting chiefly of fortified
stone farmhouses, concrete pillboxes, and special cave posi-
tions, Typlcal Germsn use was made of machine guns and
mines to block all avenues of approsch to his positions.

He mossed hundreds of mortars to assist the Infantry strong
points, Additiénal defense lines were prepared in depth

behind the Po and Adige Rivers. (7) (See Map B)

(6) A-5, p. 15; (7) &-1, p. 15,
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THE GENERAL PLAN OF ATTACK

The generel plan of 15th Army Group was to drive through

the German lines just west of Bologna, breach the Po River
line near Qstiglia, capture Verona, tﬁ£l~bisecting the Po
Velley in half and to seal the route into the Brenner Pass
to prevent the withdrawal of any enemy units out of Italy.
Phase I, the main effort, was to break the Germen defenses
between Highways 64 and 65, to isolate Bologna leaving 1t
to be captured later as the drive was pressed on to the Po
River. (8) (9} Prior to and in conjunction with Phase I,
a diversionary attack was planned along the Ligurlan coast
directed at La Spezia. The British Eighth Army was to
breach the Senio River and atteck on the right of Highway
9 up the Po Valley to draw enemy reserves away from the
center. (10)

Fifth Armies II Corps was to mske the main effort
after IV Corps units had reached a line abreast of II Corps
glong Highway 64. The advance would generslly follow the‘
Reno River line which offered the best approcach to Bologna
except for the key enemy defenses on Mt. Solg,_Mbqperumici
end Mt, Adone. These points were the most heevily forti-
fied of the entire Germen Line. II Corps Plan was to abt-
tack these positilons directly with the 6th South Africah
Armored Division sgsinst Mt, Sole, the 88th Infantry Divi-
sion employed against Monterumlci, and the 9lst Infantry
Division sattacking Mt. Adone. D Day was originally set_

(8) A-7, p. 45; (9) A-1l, p. 18; (10) A4-6, p. 9.



for 12 April 1945 but was later set back to 14 April to
allow the Alr Corps to take advantage of better weather
to particlpate in the attack, (11) (See Map B)

An elaborate deceptlion plen was started in March
designed to conceal the actusl point of attsck and the true
disposition of the 85th and 88th Divisions., A false II
Corps was created and moved into dummy CP's in the Highth
Army sector. Visits were made to these CP'a.by Army Com-
mahdera and other staff members, A simulated thinning out
of the line in II Corps sector was madeqby the removal
of the 88th Division which was sent blacked out to Plsa
for specislized training in river crossings., A4ll traffie
in II Corps sector was carefully restricted; (12) DNew
artillery units, moved into position, were not allowed to
fire., A careful twenty dsy artillery firing schedule was
set up wlth graduslly increasing fire as D Day approached
t0 mask Ebe actugl hour of the attack. A& total of 328,000
rounds oﬁéf the basic rate of fire was set aside for this
program. (13)

THE S8TH PLAN OF ATTACK

Thé 88th Division started moving up from Pisa on the
lét of April to take over 1ts sector in front of Monterumici.
The 349th Infantry was to be employed on the left againat
the Furcoli-Monterumici ridgg and the 350th Infantry on
the right ageinst the Monterumici-Mt, Aﬂo#e ridge. (8ee

(11) A-1, p. 19; (12) 4-3, p. 2; (13) A-1, pe. 27,



Map C) The division mission was to break through the Mon-
terumicl sector and capture Mt. ﬁario-where it would be
pinched out by the 6th South Africsens comling across from
the left. (14)

Monterumicl was a formidle barrier rising 678 feot

from the Setta Creek with high axtending saddles to mutual-

qv 1y supporting Mt, Adove and M6, Sole. (15) (8ee Map C)

‘The ground gradually sloped toward the mountein from our
positions along Highway 65 thus giving the enemy perfect
observation of any activity within a range of over two miles.
The only approaches to the mountain were heavily covered by
enemy mine fields and fire., The Germen 296th (and 297th?ﬂ;£v
Regiments of the 8th Mountsin Division held Mpnterumici. _

This was one of the best enemy units in Italy. (15)

THE 350TH INFANTRY PLAN

The 350th Infsntry moved from Plsa to a forward area
near$£;£;nsmaln along Highway 65 on the 6th of April and
started making plsns for the attack, Detalled meetings
with battalion and company commanders were held to discuss
and complete the plan. The troops perticipsted in speclal
practice problems in night operations before their final
entry into the front lines,

The 350th plan placed the lst Battalion on the line
on D-2 to relieve elements of the 3624 Infantry and.wa§ to

remain there as regimental reserve. The 3rd Battalion was

(14) A-1, p. 87; (15) A-2, p. 4.



to attack from La Valle directly up the peak of Monterumici
toward Di Sotteo and Le Mandrie., The 24 Battallon was to
attack on the right up the Fazzano Ridge to take San Lucia
and Ca Di Mazza and to continue north to capture Onercle.
E Company was attsched to the lst Battalion until H plus
30 to teke over part of the front line positions. (17)
The 1st Platoon Gompany C, 752nd Tenk Battelion and 1lst
Platoon, Company C, 805th T D Battalion were to give general
support from positions forward of Anconella and La Garda.
The 338th Field Artillery Battslion snd lst Platoon (4.2
mortars) Company 4, 10th Chemicsl Battalion were to filre
in direct support of the Regiment. Priority of fires to
the 3rd Battalion. Company B, 313th Engineer Battellon was
to clear and prepare a road through the mine filelds to as-
sist the tanks and TDs to displace when the Monterumici
ridge ﬁas cleared., Company Commanders of the attacking
anits were to mske an serial reconnaissance over their
sectors in Artillery liaison aircraft prior to D Daye

The reglmental CP moved to Anconella on the 10th of
April and a forward CP was set up 1n La Valle. H Hour
D Day was set for 2230, 14 April 1945, but was later post-

poned twenty four hours. (18) (See Map C)

BATTALION PLAN OF ATTACK

The 24 Battalion's plen was to attack in a columm of

companies, F Compsny leading followed by G Company. F



Company was to move out ﬁnder cover of a thirty minute
artillery preparation, cross Savena Cresk and masrk a path
through the mine field with the aid.of the A and P Platoon
and then attack northwest along the trall to Fazzano., (See
Mgp D) With Fazzaeno secure, F Company was to scale the
cliff north of Fazzano while the enemy strong pointg of
San Iucia and Ca Di Mazza were boxed off with machine gun
and mortar fire from Company H, F Company would then cut
the ridge trail and attack Ca Di Mazza from the rear in
coordination with an atteck on San Lucla by G Company
launched from the directlion of Fazzano. E Campanﬁ was to
remain in reserve on the front line position end attached
to the lst Battélion until H plus 30, H Company was to
start moving into firing positions along the front line on
10 April to complete a detailed fire plan before D Day. The
battslion forward CP and aid station was to be located atb
Laghl. The 1line of departure was the trsil near S. Ansano,
A battalion wire team was to follow F Company laying W, D.
110 wire for commmication during the attack. (19) (See
Msp D)

Extreme care was to be exercised by all personnel on
roconnai ssance or working in the forward area to avold dls-
closing to the enemy any indication of the preparations for
the attack., &ll1 ectivity had to be reatricted to night time

because of the excellent observation maintained by the enemy

over the entire area.

(19) A-8,
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H COMPANY PREPARATIONS

gu
A reconnaissance party consisting of company commander,”

platoon leaders sand Raconnaissancﬁ Se“%:fnﬁu}eft the bat-
talion area and moved up Highwayi,éﬂzh ti;; to reach the
forwerd ares at firast dark., Transportation was limited to
two jeeps in keeping with the reatricted traffic regulatlons,
The party moved‘down the unimproved road from La Garda to

Ce Bianca, where & check was mads with the company commsender,
of the unit of the 362nd Infantry in pesitlon, to coordinate
movement in the forward area. The road from Ca Bianca to
Laghi had not been travelled previously by vehicle end H
Company Commander was warned that it probably contained

0ld enemy mines left there through the winter. 38ince it

was of utmost importance that a forward company supply

point be established near the gun positions, the vehicles
were carefully moved down the road to a point where 1t crosses
a ford in the creek just west of Laghl. (S8ee Map D) The
jeeps were left at this point to be unloaded while the
company commander and reconnaissance sergeant continued on
foot to the platoon CP at Laghi. Before he reached the CP
the company commender was captured by a group of the jit-
tery 9lst Division men who had not received word of the
arrivsl of any newcomers in the srea. The company com-
msnder was taken to the CP with & BAR in his ribs apd held

under gusrd until word finally ceme down announcing his

arrival, (20)

(20) A-8.
11



Obtaining a guide from the line platoon, a thorough
reconnaissspce was made of all likely positions in the for-
ward sres, The company commander set off a flare as he
stumbled through en unmarked mine area thus alerting all
riflemen slong the front line. This greatly slowed the
reconnalsssnce, Ml safety locks clicked gt almost every
move because the 91lst Division men were still Jittery from
the activity of strangers in thelr area.

The forward bluff, west of Laghi, proved to be & good
position for the emplacement of the company weapons and
was chosen because no other place forward of thls was suit.
able to conceal men In the daytimé. The platoon leaders
were shown their areas and were left there to carefully
select gun positions the next day. They also had to mark
a path through the brush and old mlne ares from their gun
positions to the company supply point to facilltate move-
ment at night, The company commander returned with the

jeeps to the battalion area to work out the final fire

plan. (21) (See Map E)

THE FIRE PLAN

The detailed fire plan was set up to initisally cover
the enemy outposts east of Fazzamo with machine gun and
mortar fire as F Company worked across Savena Creek, From
then on the fire would shift on csll as F Company progressed

up the trail toward Fazzano., The lst Platoon of machine

(21) a-8.
12



guns and 3d Section of 81 mm mortars would 1ift and fire

on the bluff above the trail, The 24 Platoon snd lst snd

2d Section of mortars were to shift up the trail sweeping

a2 path in front of Company F, When Fazzano was teken the

guns would 1ift to San lucia and Ca Di Mazza. When F Com-
pany scgled the ¢liff north of Fazzano, the 2d Platoon

would shift its machine gun fire left of San Lucla and all
morter fire wounld go in rear of the ridge trail to give

added safety for the riflemen., The 1st Platoon of machine‘
guns and the 3d Section of mortars were to box the Ca Di -
Mazza area off during this asction and they were to shifé

tb the trail west of Mt. Adone as to the attack on Ca Di

Mazza developed, The lst Platoon and 3d Section of mortars
were to be ready to displace to positions near Fazzamo to

give continued close support of the attack. The 2d Section
of mortars was to be ready st all times to deliver couﬁtar
mortar fire on all close in probable eneny mortar positionﬁt(z)
(22) (See Map D)

On the nights of the 1lth and 12th of April, the sguad
losders and gunners moved up on four jeeps along with tools,
guns, equipment snd armunition. Heavy overloads on the
vehlcles were necessary to restrict the traffic. All equlp-
ment and mmmmition was carried at night from the supply
point to the gun positions. The remalnder of the company
moved into position on the nights of the 13th and 14th of

April, along with an additional emmunition supply. A large

(22) A-8.
13



amount of ammunition had to be placed on position because
the battalion supply point was located at La Gorda and re-
supply during daylight was not possible. Each machine gun
hed forty boxes on position with an additlional one hundred
boxes in the company supply point. Bach mortar had one
hndred rounds on position with an additional six hundred
rounds at the supply point. (23)

The company commander returned to the front line posi-
tions on the night of the 12th of April and lnspected all
gun positions. Platoon leaders were given the plan of at-
tack end their fire plan. They were instructed to begin
registration the following day, using extreme csution. One
machine gun was to register from each section at widely
dispersed intervals and at only one target. The remainder
of the data was to be carefully sighted and measured with
the mill scale and clinometer, Aiming stakes and safety
bars were to be placed out for night firing. All positions
were to be improved and sandbagged. No alternate positions
were selected because of the limited area, Covered exits
were to be dug from all gun positions to facilitate re-
supply snd control. A sound powered phone was to be placed
with each gun section end tied in with tThe platoon leaders
end the company CP located midway between the twe machine
gun platoon positions. (See Map E) From the company CP
two heavy EES phone lines were to run to the battalion CP

at Laghi, Three 300 radios were employed, one to be at

{(23) A-8,
14



‘the company CP, one with the mortar platoon leader, and
one with the company commander. These were not to be used
unless the telephone system failed. (24)

Each morter was to register on one of its primary
targets with a minimum of two or three rounds. Thils
registration was also to be conducted at long intervals
of time so as not to attract the enemy's attention. 3Six
miles were stationed nesr the company supply polnt to aid
in the forward displagemen‘b of the mortars, The company
executive officer, Lt. Frank Matte, was to carefully
supervise gll work, paying particular attentlion to the
mgintenance of secrecye. Ovef two hondred men would soon
be in the area right under the enemy's nose &nd no move-
ment could be allowed in the daytime. The company ¢ommsnder
returned to the fprward battalion assembly area, which had
moved Lo Amonells, to check on final plans. (25)

The dompany commender checked the positions again on
the night of the 13th and found that all preparatlions were
nearly complete. Reglstration had been successful and had
drawn no enemy fire. Remaining that night, the company
commender checked final plans with the battalion commander,
Lt. Colonel Donald A, Yongue, and F Company Commander,
Captain Charbonnet. The mortiar reglstration nearest Savena
Creek was shown to Captain Charbonnet snd he was confident
that all fires were correct.

The rifle troops at Anconella were eating their last

(24) (25) A-8.
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B rations, H Company men were alreadj on a strict C ration
dlet, HMorale was good but a1l men of the battalion had a
certain feeling of reluctance about the comlng attack,
mainly because of the good news sbout the success on the
western front, Everyone felt that the war was almost over
end that this struggle in the itallan mountalns would not
add much to the cause, Continued explanation. to the troops
that all units must now make a final drive to shorten the
war wes necessary Lo overcome this feeling of reluctance.

The battalion had suffered previous heavy losses in other
similar operations of the long Itslian campalgn and the
desire to close with the enemy was not as keen as it hed
been previously. The companies were almost up to strength,
but a large percentﬁge of the officers and men were new
replacements, yet untried in the offensive. The battalion
assembly ares, near Pietramalo, was located near a tempor-
ary ceﬁetery which contained numerous graves of former
members of the 350th Infantry. This scemed to serve as @&
solemn warning to veterans of the battelion who remembered
their former buddies. (It was no help to moralel)

On the afterncon of the 15th, 765 heavy bombers hit
targets behind the enemy front lines, between Highways 64
and 65 to Bolonga. 200 medium bombers attacked_Praduro
and 120 fighter bambers hit targets on Mbt. Sole, Monterumici
and Mt. Adove., (26) IV Corps on the left was attacking

sgeinst heavy oppesition and had gained some ground. II

(26) A-8,
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Corps was quietly awaeiting H hour. (27)

At first dark, troops of F and G Companies moved down
from Anconella and stopped along the road west of Laghi.
The night of the 15th was partly cloudy and dull, a mist
of smoke and dust hung low over the enemy positioﬁs, lend-
ing a feerful atmosphere for the men quietly awalting the
attack.

THE ATTACK

At 2230 hours the sky erupted with a 75,000 round -~
artillery, tenk and heavy mortar preparation, directed at
Mt. Sole and Monterumici. H Compeny tied in with the prep-~
aration at 2245 hours, firing slowly at first, checking
fires under the light of Jeiry flares. F Company worked
across Savena Creek under cover of the barrage and breached
the mine field, reachlng the trail leading to Fazzano agalnst
little opposition., As the barrage lifted, scattered machine
pistol and rifle fire csme from the enemy outposts near
Fazzeno, The heavy weapons shifted fire on ¢all end Com~
pany F started uﬁ the traile The enemy was alert and
quickly directed a mortar barrage on the advancing riflemen,
forcing them to move north toward the shelter of the cliff,
The company beceme disorgenized and considerable tlme was
taken before a move could be started on Fazzano, H Com-
psny machine guns continued to provide cover with a heavy
volumn of fire directed up the trail and on the bluff below

(27) A-3, De Z2e
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Ca Di Mazza. Moving cerefully along the cliff, F Company
closed in and cspbtured Fazzano at 0100 hours,

Reorganizing quickly, F Gompany moved toward Ca DI
Mazza in two columns and under extreme difficulty, managed
to get a few men up the ;1iff north of Fazzano. G Company
was slow in moving up behind Company F and became disor-
genized in the attack on San Imcias. H Company continued
on the fire plan but the enemy was extremely alert and
active even under fire, The Germans again poured in morbtar
fire and F Gompany fell back behind the cliff, Two men were
kilied, elght wounded, and many others injured in falls
down the c¢liff, Many others became lost, inecluding the
artillery forward observer and party. Captain Charbonnet,
the company comusnder was among the wounded., At 0500 hours
the attaok_stopped and F Company fell back to secure Fazzano,
G Company retired to covered positiona west of Laghl becsuse
of the crowded snd exposed area around Fazzano. (See Map
E) H Company continued to cover the eneny positions with
a slow rate of fire., At dsylight, F Company hed not yet

organized around Fazzano and H Company'!s mortars were glven

' the mission of smoking the ridge, which was effectively

done until 0800, when F Company was well dug in. (28)

At noon on the 16th, the assistant division comm&nder,
Colonel J. C. Frye, arrived 4n the sarea and checked the
situstion from the OP, north of Laghi, with the battalion
commander end G end H Company Conmanders. He instructed

(28) A-8,.
18



that an ell out effort be made the following evenlng to
capture San ILucia and Ca P1i Mazza,.

The 3d Battalion on the left had reached a point 400
yards short of the peak of Monterumici, sagsinst strong
enemy opposition. The 91st Division's 36lat Infantry on
the right was similarly stopped cold below Brento, Enemy
resction had been violent all along the linme. (29)

During the night of the 15th, H Company's Supply
Sergeant hed menaged to bring in 600 rounds of mortar and
50 boxes of mschine gun smrmnition. A shortage of 81 mm
smoke existed end the supply sergeant was instructed to
bring in a jeep load during daylight, whilch was effected
without difficulty, glthouéh it disclosed the location of
the supply point to the enemy. The enemy hed picked up
H Compsany's wegpomi during the night and shelled the srea
with a?tillery and mortars. Many close rounds fell but the
men were able to teke cover and no casualbtles resulted.

The fire plan was to remain the same for the attack
on San Lucis and Ce Di Mazza, The lst Platoon of machine
guns‘and the 34 Section of mortars were to be resdy to
displace on call to Fazzano for continued close suppolrte
This was necessary to get more accurate fire on imown
enomy positions and to aid in holding the rldge 1f it were
teken. All smymmnition bearers of the.ﬁd Platoon were to
make one trip to the forward position and then return to

their covered positlons upon completion of the displacement,

(29) 1-2, Poe T
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Shortly after dark the battalion commsnder end H
Compeny Commander moved to Fezzano. The 3d mortar section
sergeant was taken sglong to select positions for hls guns,.
The party strayed off the trall through the mine field
but reached.Fazzano without mishap. The enemy hafrassed
the crossing point on Savena Creek continually with mortar
fire and at intervals placed a deadly streem of machine
gun fire down the trall from Ssn Lucis. G Gompeny moved
in later with supplies for F Company and everi;;hing was
reaﬂy to continue the attack, (30)

The attack jumped off at 2230 honrs, one hour late,
undsr a machine gun and mortar preparation from H Company.
Both rifle companies worked up along the c¢liff north of
Fazzano, G Company this time made an effort to scale the
cliff but an extremely alert enemy zeroed in with machine
guns and mortarsfwﬂfﬁé_attack was éonfined to the eliffl
area because enemy machine guns continued'to pour a steady
stroam of grazing fire down the trail from San Lucla, (See
Map E) Enemy soldlers quietly slipped up to the edge of
the cliff and drdpped hend grenades down on the riflemen.
As the attack slowed, the battalion commsnder ordered the
displacement of some of H Company's weapons to counteract
the enemy's actions,

The 34 Section of Mortars was started first, gulded
by the section sergeant. They were followed closely by
the 1st Machine Gun Platoon. As the men were crossing

the Savena Creek a mortar barrage csught the t2il end of

(30) A-8,
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the 1st Platoon, destroying one gun and killing one man

end wounding four others. The lst Flatoon was placed in
position northwest of Fszzano, but §Z§Z unable to go into
action because of the constant enemy mortar fire harrass-

| ing the area, The mortar sectlon had even more difficulty,
they found many enemy shoe and trip mines in their area
which had to be cleared before the guns could be put into
operation., (See Map E) The symmunition bearers were caught
in a mortar barrage as they returned across Savena Creek
loslng one man kllled and six wounded. The mortar observer,
Lt. Cermody, joined F Company at 0400 hours, with a sound
powered phone connected to his section, By dayllight the
rifle companies were badly disorganized and intermingled,
the attack had falled and the riflemen dug in burriedly to
hold the ground already gained. (31) (See Map E)

On. the left, K Company reached the peak of Monterumici,
but was driven back, badly cut to pieces with the loss of
twenty men killed, The lst Battallon was committed to re-
galn the pesgk which was secured by Company ¢ at 0800 hours
on the 17th against stubborn opposition. The 361st Ih-
fantry on the right was still stopped below Brento. Com-
pany E moved into covered positions west of Laghl to sup-
porf the 24 Battalion. (32)

On the afterncon of the 17th the assistant division
commander again visited the 24 Battalion's Commander gt

Fazzano, Plans were made to commit all three companles
(31) A-8; (32) A4-2, p. 1ll.
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to bresk through the German ridge positions. H Company's
forward weapons secured deta during daylight to support
this attack.

Early in the evening on the 17th, some scattered
machine gun fire from the 2d Platoon hit in F Company's
aresa, This was from the dispersion of some fire directed_
at the trail junction above Ca Di Mazza. The company com-
mander ordered a replacement of gun barrels, but found
that all availsble cones had been burned out, Replacement
took considerable time and two of the guns were not ready
for the night attack., Only light guns were availeble and
those were not suitable for long range overhead fire at
night,

In the lste afterncon tank =and tank destroyer direct
fire was concentrated on the machine gun nests at San Lucla
and Ca D1 Mazza in sn ettempt to break up the enemy's bends
of fire. The direct fire looked good but was not sasccurate
enough to destroy the enemy guns hidden deep in their
fortified holes.

A1l during the attack, after the initial jump off,
compsnies were making separate attacks to break into the
enemy atrong points, Coordination was lost and the enemy
was able to shift his limited artillery and morter fire %o
bresk up each attack., Company L tried to gain the ridge
west of Sen Lucia late in the afternocon of the 17th, This
attack was supported by fire of H end G Companies from the
vicinity of Fazzano. One platoon of L Company was caught

crossing the open fleld below San lucla and mowed down by
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an enemy machine gun. The attack was abruptly haltedl (33)

A; 2030 hours, the 2d Battalion's attack again got
underwey with Company E leéding up the cliff northwest of
Fazzsno, H Company's fire was split, half directed at Ca
D1 Mazza and the remainder at San Lucia, The forward guns
were held to engage observed machine gun locations. Com-
pany E managed to scale the c¢liff, losing sizxteen men in-
jured in falls, and moved directly on Cs Di Mazza. Company
G advanced along the c¢liff toward San Lucia with F Company
on the left in the open field. Company E made the moat
progress, but was driven back after reaching a point 300
yards from Ca Di Mazza. Reorganizing, Company E shifted
directions and moved on the right of G Company toward the
ridge trail. The enemy reacted violently and swept the area
with fire -- badly disorgenizing the attack., H Company com-
mand group lost the radio operator and one messenger badly
wounded by mortar fire. .The instrument Corporal of the
1st Platoon was secured to replace the 300 radio operator.
By 0800 on the 18th E Company reached the ridge traill and
the enemy was found to be withdrawing, (34)

H Company Commander ordered an immediate displacement
of all guns, The 1lst Platbon was sent to bositions near
3an Lucia to pretect the left flank, The 24 Platoon dis-

-

placed rapidly to Ca Di Mazza in time to ald E Company mOPW“/

up some enemy soldiers at Onercia. The mortar platoon

displaced by mule to positions behind the ¢1liff northwest

(33) (34) A-B.
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of Fazzano but.did not get to fire, E Company pushed
rapidly down the trail west of Mt. Adone at 1000 and the

24 Platoon displaced to a position above the trail junction
to support this advence. (See Map C)

The enemy was withdrawlng rapidly but many prisoners
were capfured as the battallon closed in., Moving in a
column of companies, the battalion quiekly cleared La Serra
and advanced on Badolo. The enemy left numerous mines
strewn along the road to slow the advance,

The heavy weapons moved glong in the battalion colummn
without going into any more firing positions, The 3rd Pla-
toon was forced to hand carry part of the distance because
the muleskhad difficulty dodging the mines along the road.
As E Company reached Badolo a sharp fire fight developed.
The 2nd Platoon, following closely behind E Company moved
'rapidly'up to give fire support. The platoon sergeant,
T/Sgt. Forbes, quickly placed a section of guns in position
elong the trall ea§t of the village. He engaged in a duel
with a Jerry msachine gun located five hundred yards to the
northeast. The accurate fire of our machine guns gquickly
cut the Germen gun crew to pleces with the loss of only
one msn wounded from the 2nd Platoon. The advance was
helted as more enemy guns opened up from the hill to the
oast., Several riflemen were wounded and the Battalion S5-3.

H Company Commander directed the heavy weapons into
position from the battalion column, The mortars were em-~
placed off the trail fifty yards south of Badole and start-

ed shelling the enemy'positions. Plans were prepared to
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continue the attack later that night. (35) (See Mep C)

At the end of the third dsy the 2nd Battalion had made
the greatest advance of the regiment and the other two bat-
talions were shifted to push through Bsdolc toward the
division objective, Mt. Mario, which was eventually taken
on the afternoon of the 19th by the 2nd Battallion, With
the capture of Monterumici and Mt, Mario, the German lines
before Bologna were broken and the path was clear for a

drive into the Po Valley.

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM

The intense and detalled preparations by H Compaﬁy
prior to the attack was of great value in the ability of
the gun crews to place an almost continuons volume of fire
on the enemy. Machine guns were abie to fire even when
under an enemy artillery barrage. The location of all the
weapons initlally in one compact aresa, although contrary to
good tactics, did facilitate the supply and control problems,
especially for the night operations. The digging in and
sandbagging of gun positions évercomes somewhat the necesslity
for greater dispersion snd the use of alternate positions,
At no time did the enemy discover the preparations going on
right under his nose., This shows what can be done with
heavy wespons 1f given adequate time to emplace themld

The battalion attack plan should have included an

initial asssult with st least two rifle companies. This

(35) A-8.
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lack of concentratiqn of effort probebly led to the fallure
of the unit to initially seize the ridge when the greatest
advantages of shock and surprise were at hand. Continued
disorganized and uncoordinated local efforts all along the
line as the attack progressed through the second and third
days gave the enemy a chsesnce to concentrate his limited
reserves and supporting fire.

The night attescks, although difficult to control were
best suited for this situation because of the excellent
observation maintained by the enemy. The few daylight ab-
tacks by other unlts were disasterous.

The rough terraln was the greatest factor that slowed
the advancing riflemen and prevented theﬁ.from closling in
under cover of the supporting fires. The enemy remained
eXtremely active even though under fire and allowed ho cne
to spproach his strong points., He covered the entire area
with constant harrassing fire to keep the attacking troops
disorganized. This action shows that supporting fire alone
can do little to neutralize the enemy in a strongly forti-
fied position, especisglly when the riflemen cannot close
in before the enemy can recover snd msn his weapons,

The tanks and tank destroyers were employed too far
back to meke meximum use of thelr direct fire weapons. The
tanks could have easily been employed in positions west of
Laghi. This would have alded greatly in the neutralizatlon
of the enemy machine gun nests,

The initial displacement of the heavy weapons tb

Fezzano was too slow, Although thorough plans had been made
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to keep them close up in the initial phase of the attack,
the weapons should have been displaced early the second
night in time to support the second sttack on the ridge
positions.

- Little use was made of the mortar forward observers
because of the excellent observation availeble to the mortar
platoon lesder and the company commander. Control of firéa
at night is best done'through a central control system.

4 direct connection on %o the battallon. wire that followed
the leading company alded greatly in the communication and
control problems, ' | |

The problems of supply must be constantly watbhed and
checked., The difficulty with machine gun barrels on the
third day shows what can happen if ihis detail is overlook-
ed, The company commender beceme too engaged in thé tacw
tical situation and failed to check on the technical details
thus losing the fire of two guns. The constant insurance
that guns will fire is a vital part in the employment of
heavy weapons. _

All of the heavy guns were hand carried for a distance
of five thousand yerds on the third day and were kept well
forward in the attack. The guick engagement of the enemy
at Bsdolo by Sergesnt Forbes shows the value of using heavy
guns even over difficult terrain, Mules can be used to
aid in the displacement‘of mortars but difficulty can be
expected when they are tsken through mine fields,

During this operation the 2nd Battalion struggled

against fanatic enemy opposition to eventually galn five
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thousand yards on the third day. Over one hundied prisoners
were captured and all organlzed resistance in the sector
was broken, opening the way for further advances., Total
losses for the Regiment were fifty killed, forty missing,
two hundred snd twenty wounded and one hundred aend two non
battle injuries, Of this total the 2nd Bsttalion lost
slightly less than one third,

H Company'!s losses for thé three days were two killed
- and fourteen wounded. Approximately 175,000 rounds of
machine gun and 2,800 rounds of mortar smmnlition were fired
in support of the attack. 4 check of the enemy's fortified
strong points easily showed why the supporting fire had
little neutralization effect. Some of the positions were
twenty feet underground with heavily re-enforced firing
posta, German dead along the traii north of Ca D1 Mazza
showed the effect of someqof the mschine gun fire when the
enemy made an attempt to re-supply or reenforce his strong
points,

The atteck although successful was slow in getting
uwnderway. L1t did not show the true'aggressive gpirit of
a battalion that had led the division on many previoﬁs.en-
gagements., When men can see the end of a war in sight,
they are more reluctant to close with the enemy and engage

in a tough fight,
LESSONS

1., Adequate time is needed to emplace heavy weapons

~ in the preparatlion of an attack on a fo;tified position,

A

<8



| 472, Heavy guns can be hend carried for considershla
};'g' distances even over rough mountainous terrain,
3. ?Ee diggigg in and sandbagging of guns prior to
an attank overcomes the necessity for greater dispersion
fE@ the use of alternate positions,

4. A large amount of ammunition should be readily

aVailable at the gune if a heavy velume of fire is main-

2

N C%V tained. In meuntaineus terrain with difficult supply pro-
A Y. blems, the ammmnition should be stockpiled at the gun

. [ )— 7 - )
/gf‘;g f?;ositions prior to the attack,

I

S With careful prior preparation and contral,close

e

-2

overhead and supporting fires can be successfully conducted

at night.

P n—

Se Supporting fire has little effect in the attack

on a well prepared enemy position if the riflemen camnnot

R i e

'close 1n rapidly to take advantage of the fires.
7« Technical detalls of supply for heavy weapons

fire throughout the 0peration.
8. A system of using ‘guldes to displace weapons st

P e e

nlght is necessary &uring en attack.
C. Early displacement in an attack to get short

range direct fire is necessary to adequately neutralize

b s ity

an aggressive enemye
'10. ALFell_coordinated“attack 1s necessary to pre-
vent the enemy frem concentrating his reserves and fire

e e A R L

power to break up lecal efforts,
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1l. Heavy direct fire weapons, located close im,
are necessary to blast out enemy fortified machine gun

nests,

—

12+ Wire communication can be successfully employed

even over difficult terrain in a slow moving attsck,

ey e
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