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THE OPERATIONS OF THE THIRD PLATOON, COMPANY "D,
13TH ARMORED REGIMENT (1ST ARMORED DIVISION) IN

THE VICINITY OF MATEUR, TUNISIA 1 MAY TO 9 MAY, 1943
(Personal Experiencea of a Platoon Leader)

INTRODUCTIONR

This is a persons]l experience monograph of the Platoon Leader of the
3d Flatoon, Company D, 1l3th Armored Regiment, let Armored Diviaion, dur=-
ing the period 1-9 May, 1943, in the wviclnity of Matewr, Tuniazia.

‘It is appropriate at this time to glve a brief rasums of the events
precedinz the msection described.

4dp early as Jenuary, 1942, plans for & military operation in North-
west Africe were discussed in Washington, but nothing could be done at
that time because of the shortage of ships and other materiel. Finally,
on 8 Hovembe:, 1942, after at least one postponememt, the Xastern Taak
Force, composed of United States and British Forces escorted by the Britiseh
Navy, landed in North ifrica in the vieinity of Algiera, the capitol of

"Algeria. Simultaneously, the Center Task Force, composed of United States
Forces escorted by the British Navy, landed near Oran, ilgerla; while the
Weatern Task Force, composed of United Statea Forces asco;ted by the Unitei

States Navy landed near Casablanca, French Mbrocco.l

(See Map &) Combat

Command B, eonsisting of approximately one-half of the lst Armored Division,

was in the Center Task Force. Included in Combat Command B was the 2nd |

Battalion, 13th Armored Regiment, equipped with M3 (General Grant) tanka.z
Two daye after the invasion all organized resistance cams to an end

in ilgeria and French Moroeco,5 and the Allies turned their attention to

Tunisia.4 It should be remembered &t this point that the Allies were un-

able to launch an attack on Tunisia becavnse of the shortege of ships to

tranaport the troops and pupplies. I% is intereating to note that "aome

of the larger vesasels used In the invasion of North Africa did not become

available until a week before the convoys sailed".5

l. A-)l p. 63 and A=3 pp. 8=12

2. Personal knowledge

3. A= 1 p. 78

4. A-Z2 p. 106
5- A"l Pl 63



Immediately the Allies started moving elements of the British Firat

Army and the 34th U. S. Infaniry Division from the vicirnity of Algiers,

with the mission of "occupying Baatern Algeria and Tunisia before the enemy

3]
econld seize them”.

Other elsments of the United Stetea Army from the viec-

inity of Oran, particulnrlj tanks from the lat Armored Division, were

7
rushed to Esstern &lgeris to reinforee the British First Army. {See Map

A) British Commandos, United Stetea Rangers, and certain other units of

- ° 7
the United Stetes ATmy were imvolved, but an accurate tebulation of the

troops involved is mot within the scope of thia monograph. Aifter some neg-

Lobord Foweny v ot Ty Praatid

otiations with the Germans, the French Forces undor General Barre decided '

to support the United States end Eritish Forcea, and the pattle of Tunisia

waa Joined.B

Although the dxia had few troops in Tunisia at the time of the in-

vasion of French Morocco and Algeria, they built up their foreces there much

faster than the Alliea hed thought posaible; snd, the Germans had patrols

in the viocinity of Beja, some sixty miles west of Tunis, by 16 November,

9
104%.

The rapid build up of Axis Forcea operating on interior lines of com-

munications, as opposed to the almost insurmountable administrative prob-

10
lems faced by the Allies, made it imposaible to capture Tunis immediately.

Then the unusuelly wet winter and pcor road net further increased the ad-

ministrative problems of the Allies, so that the best they could do was %o

keep preasure on the ixims Foroes.l1

Oceasionally the Germans launched vio-

lent ettacka and on several occasions gained the 1n1tiativa.la This situ~

ation continued from December, 1942, through February, 1943.

1
Corps Commander. 3

In February, 1943, General Patton succeeded General Fredendall &a II

In March, General Harmon succeeded General 3urd as

1st Armored Division Commander,l® and, on 17 April, 1943, General Bradley

gucceoded General Patton as II Corps Commanders

[
7.
B.
9.
10.
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GENERAL SITUATION, NORTHERN PHASE

After fighting in Southern Tunisié until April, 1943, II Corps, con-
sisting of the lst, 9th, end 34th Infantry Divisions, the lst Armored Div-
ision, and Corps Troops, moved ecross the communiecation lines of the _
Britigh lst Army and moved into position on the Northern Tunizien front.l6
Elemente of the II Corps were disposed with Corpe Frane de Afrigque on the
north, with the 9th, 34th, and lst Infantry Divisions in line rram north
to south, and with the 6th Armored Infantry Regiment of the lat Armored Dive
ision guarding the right flank of the IT Corps and the left flank of the

British lst Army.l’

The Test of the lst Armored Divigion was in Corps
8 - .
Beaerve.l (3ee Map B)

GBNERAL OPERATIONS TO 1 MAY, 1943

By 23 April, 1943, the entire Allied Line in Tunisia exploded into &
general offensive thet was destined to crush the Axis in Tunisia.l9 The
II Corps attack to the eastward over a forty mils front of mountainous
terrain was characterized dy continuous heavy righting.zo The lst Armored
Divigion Sector consisted of the Tine River VQllef end the hills to the
south, otherwise known as the 'Mousetrap'.al The terrein was wholly un~
sulted for use by armor; so the Infantry rpught through the hills end the
Reconnaissance end Enginecer Unitas maintained contasct and cleared mines in
the valley, while the tanks fired indirect fire missions and remained in
mobile reserve to stop any counteruttack.az

By 1 May, 1943, the Infantry of the lst Armored Division had captured
moat of the ground on the south side of the ™Mousetrap", while units
north of the "Mousetrap™ had driven the onemy baeck to fho last defengive
positions before M‘ateur-aa The time was appréaching for use of the armor. -

{Ses Map B)

OPERATIONS 1-5 MAY

Before describing the operations, it is advisable to review briefly

the organization of the Armored Division, especially with reference to the

le. 4-4 Pe 11 _20- A=2 PDe. 108-117
17. A~8 p. B4 - 21+ Personal knowledge
18. A-8 p. 23 £2. Personal knowledge

19, 4-2 p. 108 and 4~6 pp. 2 and 3 235, A-3 p. 44 and &-8 p. 26
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Teanks and Infantry. 4t that time the Armored Division was composed of
two Armored Regimenta and one Infantry Régimanf. Each Armored Regiment
w23 organized with the lat Battalion of light tanks, th;le the 2nd and
3d Battalions had medium tanks. BEaech Battalion had a Headguarters Gom-
pany and three Tank Compenies of seventeen ta&nks each, with threé addi-
tionel tanks in the Temk Section of Battalion Headquerters Company; one
for the Battelion Commander, one for the Executive Officer, and the other
for the artillery Observer. Thus we see that D Company was the lst Com-
pany of the 2nd Battalion and equipped with medium tanks. By that time
the medium tank ccmpanies were equipped with the M4 series tamks, which
were equipped with radial engines and 75 mm guns, =20 thet they were both
undsr poieroi and under gunned.
During the last few days of April end the first five days of May, 1943,
the 3é& Platoon, Company D, 13tk Armored Regiment, operated &s a part of
the 2Znd Battelion, tactically deployed by Qompaniel to engage targets of
opportunity, fire indirect fire missions on suspected enemy positions,
and tﬁ guard against a counterattack.z4 Thie taeticel deployment was
possible only after eonsiderable progress had heen made in the area of
the "Mou.slez;1'.:!:‘!9.;"'.25
After having lost all of the forwerd slopes in the area.vaet of Mateur,
the enemy withdrew to the hills east of Mateur, &nd organized his defenses
where he was to make his last effective stand &gainst the Allies in Afriea.g6
While the 34 Platoon, Company D, and the balance of the Battalion was em-~
ployed in the aggreazive defense against counterattacks in the upper Tine
Valley, the 8lst Armored Reconnaissence Battalion of the lst Armorei‘Div-
igion apearﬁeaded the move of Combat Commsrd B (less 2nd Battalion, 13th
Armored Regiment), from the upper Tine Valley, &cross the front of the lst
and 34th Infentry Diviaions, into Mateur at about 1100 héurs, 3 May, 1943.27
4t that time Combat Command B consisted of 2nd and 34 Battalions,
24, Peraonal knowledge
25. Peraonsl knowlei;e

260 ‘.‘6 P- 54
2?0 1'4 po 14
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13th Armored Regiment, 1lst Battalion of the lst Armored Regiment, 8lst
Armored Heconnaissance Battalion, £27th Armored Field Artillery Rattalion,
and the 776th Tank Destroyer Dattalion atiached.- |

The 2nd Battalion, 13th Armored Regiment, remained in the upper Tine
Valley, south of Mateur. Ths 3d Platoon, Compeny D, fired & considerable
quantity of high explosive ammnition at the enemy by indirect fire method
and in turn was subjected to many short conecentrations of both time fire
ané impact fire by hostile artillery. On at least two occasions, fight-
ar-bombers of the Luftwaffe scorad near misses on ﬁhe platOon.29

Each night after it got dark, the 3d Platoon rejoined. the rest of the
company in the vicinity, and theyfig turn rejoined the battalion. 4= =soon
as local security waa establiahed; the refueling and ammunition resupply
wan effected, and’th. troops were fed & hot me&l. Another hot meal was fed
in the morning, but so litile time hed elapeed between supper and break-
fast thet the troops consumed very little except coffee.

When the American Foress entered Meteur at 1100 hours on 3 May, 1943,
they found that every bridge had been destroyed by the enemy. The Divi-
sion Engineer estimeted that it would teke at least fortyfeight hours to
build the-bridgea requirei.al The streams wa}o impassable to armor, so
the next move was dependent upon the Engineorl.sz' The raplid movement of
the lst Armcred Division into Hat;ur'disrupted the timing of the Germans.
"The Germen Commander, &g Bradley hoped he might, regarded Mateur &s the
key to the whole situation, and brought in infentry, artillery, tanks,
planes, everything he e¢ould &ssemble, to retake the place or et least to
pen the audacious Americans within it. It was a siege. 1In & three day
tattle of the most violent chersecter, the Fazi did succeed in preventing
the lst Armored from debouching from Mateur, either east towerd Ferryville,

]

or southeeat to the break of the hills." It was not until about noon on

5 May that the bridgee in Mateur were completed in spite of almost contin-

3. A-7 p. 53 3l. 4-8 p. 55
29, . Personal knowledge 32. Personal knowledge
30, Personal knowledge 33. A-4 De 14
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uous shelling by heavy &rtillery apnd the bombing by attaek bombers. The
afternoon of 5 May wae spent in reconnaissénce and the main attack was
launched on & Hay, 1943. *

While the BEngineers were building the bridges in Mateur so thet the
armor could be utilized, the 34 Flatoon, Compeny D, was busy in the
Upper Tine Valley, south of Mateur. On 5 May, the 3d Platoon, with ihe
rest of the 2nd Battalion, moved out into the Tine Valley before daylight
and started thelr incessant hammering at the Garmana.34 The s2me day
General Robinette, the Commanding Genersl of Combat Command B and the 13th
4drmored Reglment, whs wounded and evacuated, and Colonel C. G. Benson
essumed command._ In the afternoon of 5 May, Compeny H of the 3d Bat-
talion, 13th Armored Regiment, mede 2 reconnaissance in foree east of
Meteur, toward Bad Bad Farm. The reconnaissance, composed of one company
of medium tanks, proved what had been suspected. The bulk of the Germans?
antitank strength was e2sat of Mateur, because of the sultability for the
use of armor.36 The company loat seven tanks on the reconnaissance.37

The Platoon Leader, 34 Platoon, who was & few milea south of Mateur,
saw the reconngiss&ance in foree and the enauing battle, but was out of
range, &nd therefore unahle to asaist in the fire fight. It was not until
about midnight that night when his battalion moved up to Msteur prior to
launching an sttack at daybreak in the same apot, that he learned that
his clessmate and best friend for meny years had been killed in the action
thatrhe had witnessed that afternoon.

e

rzmwé;tfiﬁéuﬁiésion of the 2nd Battalion, l3th Armored Regimsnt, was to break

through the German lines east of Mateur, cut ths Bilzerta-Ferryville-

Djedeida-Tunia road and continue eastward, cutting the main Bizerte-Tunis
\‘—.—_—-

highway.sa The mission of the 32 Platoon, Company D, was to protect the

) 29
left flank of the Battalion during the attack and reorganization.

24. Personal knowledge 37. &~9 p. 778
35, 4~5 p. & 38, Statemsnt of Lt. Col. Henry E.
38. &=-B p. 56 Gardner, GO of 2nd En.

%9. Personal knowledge

G




Y>. The Battelion plan for the attack calleé& for E Company to attack on
the right side of the Battalion, with the company in line of platoons in
lines F Company on the middle in the same formation, and D Compeny on the
left with twﬁ platoons in line, and the Sd.Platoon on the extrems left
flank in an echelon left rqrmation. The 34 Battslion was to follow the
2nd Pattalion through,_and turn left to outflank stubborn enemy reelstance
in the hills south of Eg;;ggille.éo {See Map C)

a

{1+ The attack was set for 0500 hours, & May, 1943, by the Commanding
Offieer of the Regiment and Combat Command B,41 and the line of departure
wes a low ridge east of Mateur that ran northwest and southealta The

2nd Battalion moved from the bivouac area west of Mateur in time to reach
the line of departure just at the break of day. The ridge from which the
ettack was launched was fairly steep on the side next to Mateur, but sloped
off gradually to & level stiretch approximetely 100C yerds wide from which
& range of low ridges rose on the opposite side. An early morning fog
blanketed the valley with & white misty shroud not more than five or six
feet from the ground. The low lying ground fog made it impossible to see
the ground in the flat between the ridges, and the blackened hulls of the
seven burned out tanks, protruding above the misty white fog lent a par-
tiecularly eerle aépect to the battle field.. With hardly a mnmeﬁta hesi-
tation, the 2nd Battalion moved from column to line formation, &nd e¢rossed
the line of departure with the Compenies E, F, and D, from right to left,
with the 34 Flatoon, Company D, protecting the otherwise exposed left
flank,

j . Due to some last minute ehenge in plen the night before regarding thg
forward obaerier, there ita no artillery preparation.42 It was thought”by
the new and relatively inexperienced Regimentel Commender that fifty-three
tanks: could fight their way through the emtitank guns elone.*> Due to the
late hour of arrival of the Assault Gun &and Mortar Platoons, and the absol-
40. A-5 p. 6 and A-6 p. 47
4l. Statemsnt of Capt. P. G. Walker

42, A=9 p. 779
43, Statement of Capt: P. G. Walker
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ute lack of visibility on the morning of the attack, the supporting weapons
of the battelion were not used initially.44

£, Nothing except the roar of the engines &nd the squeaking of the aus-
Pension mystsm broke the stillness of this North African dasn. gSud-

denly, the purple pyrotechnics, which was the Garman armored atteck signel,
1it up the sky against the red glow of the approaching sunriee. Almogt
simultsneously the battlefield erupted into action, characterized by
flaghes from antitank guns sending out their sereaming, red, high veloeity
projectiles in a eriss eross pattern, and the almost steady flams of fhe
high eyclic rate machine guna pouring streams of tracers onto and &round
the tanks &3 they were knocked out and started to burn. Some of the
_tanks hit & mine field and were disabled; while others tried to find the

end of the mine field &nd bypass :I.t.45

{5ee Map C)

f‘ The Battalion Commander, Lt. Col. Henry E. Gardner, who was between
Company B on the right and Company F in the middle, sew the overwhelming
superiority of antitenk guns knock out the tank of B COHP#ny cQEmanler,
and the tanks of two of the FPlatoon Leaders. He ordered the remaining tanks
to return to the line of departure.46 Before he could finish his instruc-
tions, hie tank was deatroved by antitank fire.

L!‘ One of the Platoon Leaders of E Company, Lt. James Curry, managed
to bypass the mine field and get across the flat with two or three of his
tanks, where they hid in the narrow valleys in defilade from the antitank

guns.47 It was impossibls to pull the tanks back without losing them, so

they stayek there for the remainder of the day.%®
h - The 2nd Battalion had loat seven tanks in the few minutes after the
jump off, ineluding thoas of the Battelion Commander, E Company Commander,
two Platoon Leaders of E Company, and thres others.
{ , The seven tanks burning in froont of the position, in addition to
the seven fire-blackened hulls lost by the 3d Pattelion the day before,

44. Statement of Lt, Col+ Henry E. 47. Personal knowledge

Gardnsr : ‘48, 4-0 p. 77O

45. Personal knowledgze

46, Statement of Lt. Col. Henry E. . .
Gardoer



Wore grim.remindern of the terrific powar'and devastating effect of the
German entitank guns. Every tims a round of 75 mm ammunition exploded
inside & tank, tha burning tank belched black smoke rings toward tho
sky;, and the fragments could be heard rattling around inside. |

)+ The 34 Platoon, Company D, moved back in defilade and started fir-
ing indirect fir' missions in an effort tc uncover some of the well dug
in and well eamouflaged antitank guns. The Mortar Platoon of the Bat-
talion Headquarters Company moved into position behind the 3¢ Platoon,
and used one of the 3d Platoon tanks as a forward observation post. The
Assault Gun Platoon fired similer missions from positions further to the
Tear,

{{r $ince the Germans were past masters of the art of war, and especial-
ly skiilei in the technique of camouflage, the effortis to uncover their
antitank guns was marked by only limited success. This was partly due to
the fact that the Germans dug in some of their antitank guns behind obstacles

with fields of fire parallel to the front line, similar to machine guns on

a final protective line.49 They dug in others on the reverse slopea, 80 a‘#gh
that it was impossible to see tham from the ridge.

L‘ In spite of the limited success of the operationm, the 3d Platoon
kept up the fire throughout the day, and in turn received econsiderable
artillery fire, much of which waa high velocity. The Mortar and Assault
Gun Platoons, and other ssections of Headquarters Company and‘attached
units,'sufferei several ceaualties from artillery fire, while the 2d

Platoon tanks received several near misses and were hit frequently by - b///

shrepnel from the artillery. _ o R P

SR WO g T — e

" Fwice the Platoon Leader of the 3d Platoon obaerved“tanka from the
3d Pattalion, 13th Armored Ragimsnt move into an orehsrd on the left of
the 2nd Eattalion, and both times one of the tanks was desiroyed by anti-
tank fire. The Platoon Leadsr observed the action through fleld glasases

49, Personal knowledge
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at comparatively close range, but waa unable to locate the antitank guns.
(See Map C)

Leaving the 3d Platoon in ¢harge of tho_Platoon Sergeant, who was to
fire sporodic search and harassing missions, the Fleatoon Leader went to
the right end of the ridge, and crawlied forward to observe the area and
locate targets. D Company Commender, who was particularly skilled at pick-~
ing out antitenk guns and destroying them, diecovered a camouflaged poai-
tion that he suspected was an antitank gun. He moved up one of the tanks
and fired ten rounds of high explosive set on delay. Firing short of the
target, and elevating and depressing the gun while firing as rapidly as
possible ensbled him to get air burats over the target from ricochets,
and to scors direct hits on the &ntiﬁank gun. It wasz an 88 mm gun which
was deairoyed, and the ammunition in soms of thé side frencheu waz set
~on firs.

#While forward of the ridge observing the area, an enemy sniper dis-
covered the Flatoon Leader, and made the situation extremely uncomfort=-
able for him, until the 34 Platoon fired ancther one of their gporodie
are2 search migsions, and discouraged the aniper long enough for him %o
get back.

About noon, the Brecutive Officer of the 13th Armored Regiment and
Combat Commend B, Lt. Col. Hamilion H. Howze was put in command of the

2nd Battalion.so

w1fh the advice and assistance of the Tank Company Com-
manders, the Artillery Liaison 0fficer, and the members of his staff and
the attached Tank Destroyer Gompany Ccommander, he formulated plans to re-
new the attack. '

The original plan of attack waas altered somewhat and the time was
set for 1700 hours. DBeside the one supporting Armored Fleld Artillery
Battalion, the other two Armored Field Artillery Battalions of the

1st Armored Division reinforced the fires of the ome in support. The

80. A-D p. 6
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Artillery was $o start smoking the right flank of the attack and main-
tain the smoke screen until the tenks were beyond the first 1ine‘or
fiigeso Preparatory fires were planned in detail to cover the anti-
tank guns in front of the initial objective. The plan ea11'ea for impact
burnta.until the tanks réachad the impect area, at which time the art-
illary wes to change from impact to air bursts. Fire was to be shifted
forward as tﬁe tanks progressed. In sddition to the jrtiilory, Company
A of the 776th Tank Destroyer Battalion was to remsin in hull defilade
' position at the liné of departure, and fire direct fire on cqrtﬁin pact-
ors or at targeta of oppbrtunity.sl The Company of Tank Deltfoyern
was $o follow the tanks @s moon &s the fire was masked. (See Map C)
Infantry nuppdrt was conspicuoua by its absence. It must be Temam-
bered that the &th Armored Infantry had been fighting along the south
pide of the "Mousetrap® sincerza APril;sa and, due to heavy lomsses, WeTe
wneble to furnish any Infentry for Combat Command B. o
Some time that afternoon, our Battalion Commander, who led the morn-
ing attack, managed to get back to the Battalion position in spite of
his leg wounds, and was evacuated. Two membera of the crew returned
with him, and two were killed. About the same time, Capt. Oleson of
Gompany E returned, ani'tua avacuated becauss of wounds and severe burns.
A Platoon Leader of Company B, who had been pinned down most of the day,
got back almost to the position when the attack ptarted. He wos almoat
run down by the tanks, but managed to essabe. Another 2latoon Legder of
Company X was wounded in the abdomen by swsll erms fire when he bailed
out of his tank. He managed to get into & hole with one of the'men,
but he died that night as a result of his wounds, because there was no
ilbp up and he was not sble to get back without essiatance. \
The 34 Platoon puliei out of position by sections, and roturnpd to
.Mateur for ammunition resupply in‘prapafttion for the ettack at 1700
51, 4~9 p. 779 |
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hours. When the last section returned with ammunition recks full, and
& few extraz rounds on the floor of the turret, the Platoon Leéder_aa-
sembled the Tank Commanders and gave them the plan of attaek. The mis-
sion of the 3d Platooﬁ was to proteet the left flank of the Batialion,
2s it had been in the morning.

A few minutes before time.for the attack, the Platoon Sergeant
and the Fifth Tenk Commander came to the pigce where the 3d Platoon
Leader and the Company Commander were talking, and reported that the
driver of the fifth tank iaa sick, and requested & replacement for him.
The Platcon Leader requested the Company Commarder to furnish one from
the Hetdquarters Platoon, but was informed that none ware aveilable.
Hot infrequently & man would volunteer from the Headquarters or Hhintan—
ance Sections in cese a tank crew was short a man. The Flatoon Leader -
inetructed the Tank Commander to chapge driver and assistant driver.
Just 83 the Platoon Leader was mounting his tank to move out in the at-
tack, the driver znd Tank Commander ceme to the tank and the driver
gald that he wes sick and just couldn't go. He had been vomiting at
frequent intervals during the afternooﬁ- The driver stated that he
couldn’t go, even as assistant driver. It was apparent to the Platoon
Leader that it was now a question of whether to order him %o go at the
point of a gun, or to aehd him to the aid stetion. In the opinion of
the Flatoon Leader, the man would heve been shot rather than go in the
tank; so the Platoon Leader made a decision that he waa to regret the
rest of his life. He decided to permit the man to go to the zid sta-.
tdon with the idea of desling with him later, because he thought the
tank would be perfectly safe:. Little did he think that he wouid lose
the tank snd the Tank Commandsr, and suffer two other casuslties in the
crew, merely because he Permitted the driver to turn yesllow.

A few minutes before-1700, the artillery laid s smoke s¢reen along
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the right side of the battalion line of advance, ané then started the
preperatory fires in front of the objective. While the artillery was
literally pulverizing the area with impaet bursta, the Tank Destroyers
fired direct fire in the assigned sectors. The 2nd Battalion leunched
the attack, using the forty-four remaining tanks of the Battalion.
(Seven had been destroyed, and three were near the initial objeetives)
Every tank fired every gun, except the eal, 50 antiaircraft maehine gun,
at everything thet even remotely resembled & target. The artillery did
not ehange from impact to air bursts scon enopgh. go that many artillery
shells landed among &nd behind the fanks during the advance. The con=-
census of opinion among the TeRnkers was thet they would rather have a
105 mm hit them from behind than &n 88 mm from the front. The artillery
did change to air bursts, and shifted forward to include the firast line
of riige§.54‘ (See Map C¢) The artillery support was nearly perfeet, and
it enabled the teénks %o get on the ridges without a loss. The artillery
effectively neutralized all of the antitank guns in the battalion zone
of advanece and actually destroyed some of them. Fire from the tanks de-
atroyed more of them, bubt some of the guns eaeapei damage and might have
been turned against the supply and administrative vehicles if circum-
stances had been different, since there was no infantry to mop up the
ared.

When the tanks arrived =t the top of the ridge, there was nc longer
any preplanned fires to neutralize the antitank guns. The Gefmanu had
organized in depth, and kept considerable antitank strength in the rear.
The battle then became one of survival between the tanks and the anti-
tank guns.

The mission of Company D, especially that of the 34 Platoon, appear-
ed to be of secondary importance, but on closer analysis proved to be
extremely important. In the first instance, the Germans held the hillas

D4. 4-9 p. 778
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to the north in considerabls strength, particularly in armor. They
bad contained Combat Command A of the lst Armored Division and other
.troops for about three daya.55 In ordar to accompiiah the miasien,

the 3d Platoon had to keep to the left up near the skyline on_the ridge
running generally eaat and west. Thia exposed ths tanks to flanking
fire from the extreme right of the battle field. This proved to be 2
greater threat than the left flank, becauss the tanks could move a few
vards and be in defilade from the left flank, while the right flamnk was
eXposed for miles.

The 3d Platoon Leader's tank was approximstely sven with the Com-
pany Commander's tank and the other lead tanks of the Battalion. (The
Company Commander never let anyone get shead of him.) On topping a
small rise in the ground, the Platoon Leader discovered a small cali-
ber antitenk guﬁ about fifty yards ahead, sighted down the depremsaion
running disgonally to the line of sdvance. The crew swung the antitank
gun toward the tank, and the Platoon Leader forgot all a&bout fire com-
mands. Fortunately, the gunner had the gun turned to the front, and
he atw the antitank gun about the same time the antitank gun orew saw
the tank. Since the tank was moving fairly fast, it was within thirty-
five yards of the gun when the gunner fired. The shot was slightly off
center, but it was low encugh to explode on the near side of the gun
pit, and it wrecked the gun as well as the ¢rew. Jabout thia time ‘the
Platoon Leader found his voice, and he yelled sc loudly that he ffight-
ened the driver, who got on the interphone to ask the gunner if the
Lieutenant had been hit. At that time the Flatoon Leadsr had the press
button type microphone and the miorophone was not on. What is more, the
driver had sar phones covering hias ecars.

By this time the 3d Platoon was receiving considerable fire from
the right flank, so it wes natural that the platcon aide-slipped dowm

55. 1-6 P.46
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the hill to be in defilade behind the secondary ridges that ran gener-
ally east and wesat. Purther south and to the right, the terr&in.waa
much rougher, so the progress was slower. The Platoon Lesdar diseover-
ed an 88 mm gun about eight hundred yards diagonally to the right with
the gun pointing to his right. He gave 800 yards to the gunner, who
fired and the round was high. He gave 700 yards, and the round s over;
he gave 600 yerds and the round was still high. In the meantime, the
gun crew staried traveraing th§ 88 mm gun %o lay on the Flatoon Leader's
tank. dbout that time the Flatoon Leader got a bit frantic and started
screaming "Four! fourl™, meaning range 400. Fortunately, the next shot
was closs enough %0 stop the gun, whieh got off one round thet was wide
of the tank by about & yard. The tank gunner fired five or six mors
rounds to completaly destroy the gun.

Adbout this time the Platoon Sergesnt called the Platoon Leader on
the radio and informed him that the second tank im the platoon had to
withdraw, because he hed & projectile stuck in the gun. When this hap-
Pens, it is necessary to get the rammer staff and get out and push the
projectile back out of the gun. The battlefield is no place on which
to engage in such activity. ThatAIas prior to the time the armored unita
started carrying the 75 mm howitzer cases to shoot out the projectile in
eage 1t got atuck duripg loading.

The Platoon Leader had moved down hill far snough to be in the aﬁd
Pletoon zone, and close tc the Company Comuander. Simmltaneously, the
two tanks came under fire from an 88 mm gun about four hundred yards to
the front. The Flatoon Leader's tanic rired.a short end an over, and,
before he could split the braéket, the Compeny Commender scored a hit
alongside the barrel. The gun burst into flamess and continued to burn
moet of the night.

The Company Commander ordered the Platoon Leader, via the radioc, to
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get back up on the ridée to protect the left r;ank. Imnediately the
Germans rasponded‘to this move by firing both high ezﬁlosivs and

armor plercing shells. The Platoon Leader could see the guns firing
and could see the red ball coming when they fired armcr plercing pro-
jectiles. Upon closer inspection through field gleassesa, the Platoon
Leader digscovered that there was at leaat bpe Merk VI (Tiger) Tank, fir-
ing at a range of 3000 yards,_which wag the maximum range for direct
fire on our inadequate sights. The round landed not more than three-
fourtha of the way to the target, whereupon the Platoon Leader declded
the best chance for survival was to keep moving.

The Platcon Leader communicated these instruetions te the remain-
der of the Platoon, becauss the volume of fire was increasing and it
waa getting eloser. Enowing that the Platoon, which was strung out be-
hind in oéholon, would follow without instruetions, the Platoon Leadsr
turned alightly to the left t¢ get up the hill and out of.the impact aresa.

Almost immediately, the Company Commander ¢alled the Platoon Lead-
er snd urged him to get higher on the hi;l. The Fletoen Leadef asked
who was going to take care of the Mark VI on the right flank. The Com-
vany Commander enguired, "What Mark VI Tank?", and switched his radio
to another channel. 4bout 2 minute later the Platoon Leader and his
¢rew were hiteh hiking.

4 near miss to the right reer of the tank had broken the track, &nd
immobilized the tank. EKnowing the utter futility of trying to compete
with high velocity guns equipped with adequate fire control instruments
at that range with the 75 mm gun, the Platoon Leader ordered the crew to
abandon the taqksp The aoundnesa of this iecieion was proven by aub-
sequent svents, kTi:e Platoon Lesader formed hia tank crew ilnic a dia-
mond patrol formation, and set out across the fields $o the tank re~

orgenization area, which was in a depression about three-fourths of a
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mile from the disabled tank. While erossing tha intervening space on
foot, the Platoon Leader and his erew were fired on at & range of about
400 yerds by one of the 75 mm tenk guns of the left hatfnlion- The crew |
hit the ground and the shell hit some fifty feet beyond and did no
Physical damage.

Upon arrival at the reorganization area, the Platoon Leeder of the
3d Flatoon reported'to the Company Commander, &nd itafted 6rganizing his
sector for the defense and posting local security. The Platoon Sergeant:
reported the loss of the fifth tank, which left the platoon with two
tanks present, one at the battalion rear; one desatroyed, &nd one dis-
abled.

The fifth tank was the one that the Platoon Leader had permitted
to enter the fight with & four mwen crew. when.thé limited supply of
ammmnition that c¢an be earried in the turret was ezpended; it was neces~
Bary to stop the tank and the driver paﬁs ammunition from the racks un~
der the turret and behind the driver and assistant driver. TUsually, the
sasistant driver does that while the tank moves. When the tank stopped,
the gune on the right flank of the Battalion lalid on the tank, and droke
the track. Not realizing the futility of engaging in a fire fight, the
Tank Commander continued to fire. 'The Germans concentrated on the dis-
abled tank that was firing back, and literally pulverized it with high
explosive ahells. First the radio and interphone was knocked out, then
tha periscopes in the turret, followed by the turret traversing mechan-
igm, but not until the laat round of ammnnition_had been fired. The
crew was trapped in a disabled tank, out of communication and ammﬁnition,
‘while tﬁe Germans laid on the high explosives. Concusasion and shock
wrotked the instrument panel and all of the 1nterio: cqntrol mechanisms .
Finally the Tank Commaﬁder alerted the crew to evacuate on his order
through the top hatehes, rathsr thaﬁ through the bottom escape hatch, be-

cause many of the low rounds were hitting under the tank. During the
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evacuation, more hite were sustained which killed the Tank Gosmander,
broke the Driver's leg, and wounded the Loadsr. The Corporal Gunner
took charge and evacusted the wounded from the vicinity. He stopped
one of the rear tanks of another platoon, and put the driver on the
back of the tank, so that he was brought to the recrganization area.
Meanwhile, the Gunner tock the wounded Loadar with him to fhe line of
departure. On the way back, the two men took four Prisonera with only
ons cal. 45 pistol between them. The submechine gun earried by the
Loader‘uaa amashed by shfapnel during the evacuation.

The number two tank of the pletoon that had returned to remove
the projectile lodged in the gun tock several prigoners on the way
back, The third and fourth tanks of the platoon destroyed several guns
of various sizes, killed and captured seversl Germans. They could not
take the prisoners along, so they dizarmed them, and dsatroyed their
weapons, except the side k"ms and sent them back to the Battalion
rear. Some of the prisoners went back, but moat of them did not.

There was nothing else the Tank Gommenders could do and still aceem-
Plish their mission.

Thus we bad broken through the Germsn main line of reuiutanep eagt
of Mateur with comparatively amsll losses, even ineluding the lossss by
the Battalion early in the morning, and the losses on the reconnaissance
in force the day before. Omn the night of 6 May, 1943, the 2nd Battalion
and the attached Tank Destroyers bivouacked within the battle position,
and made plans to exploit the break through as soon as ammunition could
be resupplied.

THE BEXFLOITATION

While the new Battalion Commander, without the aid of any staff, was
making plans for rehupﬁly and exploitation on the following morning,

Company D was given the mission of sending out & reconnaissence patrol to
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reconnocliter a route to the aocutheast to the Mateur-Djedeida road, with
the ides of moving the Battalion there before daybréak if the area was
suitable for tanks. Company F was assigned the mission of silencing

& machine gun that ﬁad beer firing into the position from several hundred
yards in our left rear.

The 34 Platoon Leader volunteered for reconnaiss@nce patrol, be-
cause he was without a tank, the End Platoon Leadar had besn slightly
wounded, and the lat Platoon Leader was not one ito inaDire eonfidence
on such & mission. The Platoon Sergesnt and several men voluntesred
to go on the feconnaissanco. Aa soon &s the patrol was organized and
oriemteé, they started out. Low black e¢louds reduced the visibility
to practically nil and the occasional ghowers that fell during the night
drenched the members of the patrol to the skin. Shelling by both friend-
ly and enemy artillery, particularly the firing of whits phosphorous
by friendly artillery, and the occ@sional flare up of the burning anti=-
tenk guns méde 1t utterly impossible to get accuatomed to the darknesa.
The Flatocn Leader &nd the members of the patrol wers unsccustomed
to patrolling at night, so that it required about five hours to work
thelr way through the Germen positiona, avold the two patrols th§7en-
countared, &nd return with the required information.

The Platoon Leader got baek barely in time for the Officera' Call
‘&t 0230. The Platoon Leader informed the Battalion Commander that the
8rea wis suitable for tanks, but contained many prepared positions,
several of which were believed to eontain amtitank guns. At this point,
the Company Commanders of both D and F Compasnies suggeated fhat the Bat-
talion move north and diszperse just prior to daylight in‘the high
ground thet contéained no antitenk guns. This would enable them to de-
fend to the north, east, or south, and would mcve them further away

from known antitank and artillery positions on the south &nd would not
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inerease the resupply problem.
This plan was readily adopted by the Bettalion Commander, and was
éxecutad at the proper time. The Germans shelled thg area throughcout
the morning and made it impossible to repair the 3d Platoon Leeder's tank.
During the morning of the 7th, number two tank Teturned to the 3d
Platoon, bringing the astrength to three tanks, but before resupply was
effected, the number three tank got the track blown off by the incess-
ant shelling. Now the 3d Platoon atrength was two tanks.
The tanks wers moved back by Companies to an mmmunition supply
point about a mile and & half to the rear. By 1100 hours the &ttack
was resumed, and the Battelion crossed the Bizerte-Ferryville-Djedeida-
Tunis road, which had been cut by fire at daylight that morning. About
this time the number two tank broke the shaft on the turret traversing
mechanism, This rendered the tank inoperative as & fighting wvehiele,
because the turret had to be locked in position. The 34 Platoon Leader
ordered the tank to Teturn to Battalion, while he continued With one tank.
The attack continued along the main Mateur-Djedeida-Tunis rcad to a
road junetion where a road connected the Mafeur-Tuﬁia road to the main
Bigerte~Tunis highway. (Bee Hap D) .
Earlier in the day, the fighting had been against scattered strong
Points with strong artillery support, but as the Battalion progzreseed,
the artillery fire diminished, and the Battalion found an 88 ms bat-
tery abandoned. While the Tankera were wondering what the Germans were
up to, the Germans opehei fire from a mutually supporiing strong point.
Some of the overwatching tanks snd Pank Destroyers quickly eliminated
that thre&t and the Battelion moved on. 4t the read junction; the Bat-
talion hit & well orgenized end strongly defended position that was par-
ticularly ﬁtrong in antitank defenses. & violent firs fight took place,:pJ

end Lt. James Curry, Commanding Compsny E was killed when & freak hit
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slammed the turret hatch cover down and crushed his head. The Battalicn
of Tanks and attached Tank Degtroyers deployed in partieularly bed tank
terrain, and reduced the resistance bg fire. Due to the fact that the
artillery had two other Tank Battalions to support, the 2nd Battalion
had no artillery.56 The terrain was unsuitable for the mansuver of armor,
8o it got dark before the tanks could move onto the position. The follow=
ing morning, 8 May, the desiroyed guns and enemy dead gave mute evidence
of the effectiveness of the combined fires of the tanks and tank destroy-
ers. On 8 May the Znd pattalion and attﬁch Tenk Destroyers attaoked
northeast across terrain that was unsuited for thé enployment of a&rmor.
By mid afternoon, the 2nd Battalion was in sight and range of the main
Bizerte-Tunis road, and was looking for a pas=age down from the heights.

#hen almost dowmn on to the coastal plain, the 2nd Battallion encount-
ered a wadi tﬁat was & natural antitank obstacle. The D Company Commend-
er's tank threw a track when he attempted to cross the wadi. One of the
Headguarters Company Comm&and tanks got stuck while trying to bypass the
first tank., The Platoon Leader, who had taken over the Platoon Sergeant's
tank, 'brou.ght up his tank to extricate the other two that were stuck, and
threw a track off his own tank. The Battalion Commander decided to move
the Battalion back up the hill, and find a passageway onto the coastal
plain further north. The mission was to cut the Bizerte-Tunis road at
the intersection of the Porto-Farina roqd,57 which was two or three mileas
to the north. The Battalion Commander instructed the 3d Platoon Leader,
through his Company Commander, to remain there &nd guard the tanks until
guch time as the Maintenance Section eould repair them. Two tanks from
F Company had thrown tracks, including a Platoon Leader's tank. Thia
brought the number of disabled tanks to five.

Fhile this track-throwing contéat was in progress, the Germans had
moved in a battery of 88 mm guns that had been preceding southward on the

S6. Personal knowledge
57. 8Statement of Lt. Col. Hamilton H. Howze
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m2in Bizerte-Tunis reoad. One of the_Platoon Sergeants from D Company
had observed the battery of four guns leave the main roed, go on to &
secondary road, and éo into position some hundreds of yards beyond the

" main road. Once again the 2nd Battalion was in dire need of artillery
gupport and there was none available. The fire eontrol instruments on
the tanks were inadequate for that range; the 88 mm batiery could not be
brought under effective fire. Given a‘;ittle more time, the tanks would
have destroyed the battery of 88 mm guns, but that was not part of the
mission.

The battery of B8 mm guns opened fire on fhe disabled tanks by
indirect laying, and the tanks returned the fire; but, aince neither
hed adequate observation, the duel did not smount to mueh. The guns
fired on the tank assembly area while the D Company Tank Commanders
were being briefed and wounded the Company Commander slightly and two
of the Platoon Sergesnts seriously. The Company Commaender remained in
commend, and was Dot evasugted.

It got dark before the 2nd Battalion wes abie to occupy the road
junetion; however, the road junction was interdicted by fire.

After orgenizing the defenses of the five digabled tanks, the
Platoon Leader was directed, via radio, to put the Platoon Leader from
¥ Company in eommand and return to the bivouac area. Upon arrival, the
3d Fliatoon Leﬁder found the three tanks of his platoon that had been
Vdiaabled on the evening of the sixth and the morming of the seventh haq
been repaired and brought up. Thus the 3d Platoon, comﬁany D, had three
tanks with which to complete the exploitation. 8oon after dﬁrk the
enemy who had been firing sporodically all afterncon, opened fire with
everything on the coastal plain. &t first it was thought that a counter-
attack was getting under way, but since none of the rounds hit anythiﬁg,
it was decided that the Germans were destroying ammunition the easy way.

The Platoon Leader counted no lesa than nine ¥igorously burning fires
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that appeared to be vehicles. J4pparently some of the Germens decided
that the war was over.58

Daybresk 9 May, 1943, found the 2nd Battalion attacking northward
8stride the Bizerte-Tunis highway. At the Porto-Farina junction, the
Battalion turned right toward Porto-Farina. (See Map D) Company E,
now commanded by Lt. Philip G. Walker, eaptured an Italian Regimental
Headquarters. Lt. Walker leff another officer in commsnd of Company R,
took the Italian Commander in & commAndesred jeep, and started out.
Lt. Walker met the Battalion Commander, and the two accompanied by ths
Italian Colonel, went to the German Hoadquarters,'and inducad.the Gen-
eral to surrender.59

In the meantims, the Battalion had been DPreogeeding agsinst very
light and sporodie resistance. By the time the Battalion Commander
returned to the Battalion, the orders to surrender had been ¢ommuni-
cated to the various enemy units and the Germans began aurrendering
by the thousands. In many cases, they came in their own $ransport-
ation. The 2nd Battalion moved on, and took up positions along the sea
bstween the towns of Raf Raf and Ras el Djebel to prevent destruction
of equipment and escape from Africa. Shortly thereafter all resist-
an¢e in II Corps zZone c¢ame tc an end.so

The 3d Platoon had killed a large number of Germana and destroyed
vast amounts of enemy materiel, while suffering only three casualtiea.
Most of the men had besn fighting in Africa since 8 November, 1942,
8o they had been through ™Tunisia's mud and blood™, where ®too little,
too late™ was the rule rather than the exception. Whet coﬁld be more
fitting and proper for tho=me veterans who had tasted‘the bitter pill s
of defeat at the hands of the enemy earlier in the'campaign, than to
witness the complete destrustion of an army?
58. Personal knowledge
59. Personal knowledge and ztatement

of Capt. P. G. Welker

60. A-10 p. 22 and A~1l p. 68
6l. A-4 Pe. 4
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ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM

For the first time, in thé North African Campaign the lat Armored
Division was used @as & unit and in an offensive role. It ia interest-
ing to note that this was under the leadership of General Bradley, "The
Infantry 8pocialist'—61 In fairness to the former Commending Generéla
of II Corps and the lst Armored Division, ¢ircumstsnsces had not permit-
ted the uss of the Division in its proper role until this time.

The ermor was used in the only logieal place on the entire forty
mile front.

Since there was not enough infantry for both Combat Commands, it was
aound logiec to givé the infantry to Combat Command 4, who was attacking
through rugged terrain to the north. Eowever, the abasence of infantry

was & sericus handicap, and only under the most unusual circumstances

- should a commander ever permit a force to be committed without infantry.

It cost the 2nd Battalion at least one officer by not having infantry to
mop up. Moat of the ememy aoldiers that were routed out of their holes
and disarmed by the tankers did not surrender until three days later
when the campaign was over. Thus the enemy might have rearmsd and
fought against some other unit.

The lack of preplenned artillery fire on the aniitank guns in front
of the objective was a serious mistake that cost the 2nd Battalion men,
tanks, and valuable time. Even the reconnaissance in force the day be-
fore did not reveal{éiilgﬁwthe astounding number of antitank guns con-
centrated on the only terrain suitable for the use of armor. The use
of the @asefult guns and moTtors organie to the 2nd Battalion would have
had no material effect on the outconme.

The poliey of Combat Commend Cormanders designating the exact min-
vte of & tank attack, unecordinated with other arms, to colncide with

first light, without considering conditions of viaibility proved to be

6l. 4-4 p. 4
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very costly when the 2nd Battalion ran into a low lying ground fog that
complétely obscured the antitank guns, but silhouetted the tanks againat
the white background. Apparently the antitank gunners could see only the
tanks that got into the fog, becAause the other tanks were not fired on.
Combat Command B violated the principle of maas in that the three
tank battalions were sent on eeparaté missiona with only one field artil-
lery battalion to support the three. The same mission could have been
accomplishaed quicker by messing the three tank battalions and having ar-
tillery support for all three. Purthermore, a specond and third wave of
tanks to mop up would have compensated ror.the lack of infantry. There
are times when it may be.aﬂvisable to split off elements of the command
to reduce isoléted conters of reasistance, but, in this caﬁo, it wes only
necesséry to break the enemy main lines of resistance, cut his commni-
cations, and prevent his escaps. It would have simplified the planniag
and control to have combined the forees.
o The only element of surprise was achieved when Combat Command B
Tailed to follow the tank artillery attack with infantry. As & result,
' ‘Vxhnégbof the infantry and antitank gun crews that escaped the tank attaek
fﬁ‘;ﬁ remeined in position during the night waiting for the infantry attack,

‘-Q ﬁ“f and did not attack the tank battalion in bivouse. If the information

3 fabout the failure to follow up with the infantry had been received in

\\
-ibrlin, it would have clinched der Fuhrar's conviction that the Ameri-

.

ﬁ\\~§
< Yeans were military idiots.

N

3 The hasty estimete of the situation and quick decision by the Bat-
| talion Commander when the full strength of the enemy @ntitank guns was
discovered, saved mosi of the tanks for & later.successful assault.

The full use of experienced subordinate commandera and ataff by the

e \\new and relatively inexperienced Battalion Commander was the determining
%
N

factor in planning for the successful eattack.
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\}r‘ The use of preplanned artillery e¢oncentrations in front of the ob-
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jective befors the afternoon attack, and the use of tank destroyerse for
di:eet fire support waz sn excellent example of a coordinated attack
using all available =support.

The cocPeration o: the various arms in the succeseful attack, and
the prompt and effective response to every eritical situation as it
developed throughout the_oxploitation, was instrument2l in achieving
the nltimate objective. The almoet perfect teamwork of the elemenia
of the 2nd Battalion in their matunal support throughout the entire cam=-
raign, espeoially the latter phase, was responsible for the wonderful
morale of the unit &nd their Esprit de GCorps.

The tanks of the 3d Platoon, Company D, Wwere in very bad mecbanical

condition, end it wes only the most diligent efforts on the part of the

. tank erews that kept them running at all. The Pleatoon Sergeant was &

qualified tenk mechanic end several other men were fairly good mechanics.
The Platoon Leader had been in the hbaﬁital moat of the winter months,
and the Platoon had been without en officer much of that time. When the
M3 {Gensral Grant) tanks were replaced by M4 (General Sherman) tanks,
moat of them were ténks that the 2nd Armored Division bad used on man-
euvers in the Zone of the Interior. HNaturally the plptoona that had
officers in command received the best tanks. This left the derelicta
to the 3d Platoon. The sh&ft in the traveraing mechanism had been hreak-
ing at fraquent and regular intervals on the number two tenk. This hap-
rened again on the morning of the 7th, and the tank was out for two days.

The Platoon Leader's tank was almost worn out, and was extremely hard o

- ghift. This wa&e a contributing factor in losing the tank on the after-

noon of & May, 1943.
That the M4 tanks with the 75 mm gun wes obsolete before it reached

the fighting forces is a well known fact. The tanks of fhe 2nd Battalion
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bad no indirect firing squipment, except a quadrant when they were re-
celved. ‘The tanks of the 34 Platoon were equipped with indirect firing
equipment captured from the Germana and Italians at Ehssarine Pass.62

The superior armament and fire control inatruments of the Germans en-
abled them to reach far beyond the erfectivo range of the 75 mm gun

and disable at least two tanks, one of which was desiroyed. The Company .
Commander and two Platoon Sergeants of Company D were wounded on 8 ﬂay
bacause of inadequate armament &nd fire control instruments to take the
enemy under effective fire.

The Platoon Le&der of the 34 Platoon failad to exercias good lead-
orghip when he allowed a driver to go to the aid station instead of golng
on the attack. He should have ordered the man to go in the Dresence of
witnesses, and tried him if he refused. In fairness to the man and the
Platoon Leader, it should be pointed out fhat the man had been an excep-
tionally éood soldier end driver throughout the preceding months of the
campaign. This ::;ggg;;;-perrormance of duty prompted the Platoon Leader
to be lenient with the man at & time when stern measures should have been
taken.

Secondly, the Platoon Lepader should never have permitted the tank
to leave the line of departure with only four men in the crew. Here &gain
the Platoon Lsader misjudged the situation. The four tanks of the pla-
toon could have accomplished the mission without risking an under manned
tank.

While eumming up the action of the 34 Pletoon éuring the pericd
of 1-9 May, 1943, 1t is important to remember that the platoon was part
of a battalion which was the tactical unit, and the company commander
controlled the platoone through the platoon leaders. Careful ecoordina-
tion and plannipng was done before the actiom; but, once the attack was
launched, it was difficult to exercise control over the individuel pla-
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toons. The platoon leaders controlled the actions of the platoons

- partly by radio, but mostly by example. In a battle for survival be-
tween tanks and antitank guns, there is little time for radio COBVer'-
sations The 3d Platoon was Permitted some independence of aetion vhils
&ccomplishing the missions @ssigned by the Company Commander.

The 34 Plﬁtoon fired several hundred rounds of 75 mmn tmmunition
during the last days of the Campaign in Tunisia. Some of thia was of
doubtful effeet on the enomy; but, judging from the fire fhat he re-
turned, it either hurt him or annoyed him. 1In any event it gavs the
34 Platoén something to do, kept up the morale, and indueed theldar-
mans to expend huge quantities of ammunition. The 3d Flatoon degtroy-
no less than six antitank guns while they were firing. 4t least three
of these were 83 mm guna. &Several other guns were deztroyed by fire
from the tenks while théy were neutralized by the artillery and tank
destroyers. Some prisoners Were taken, and mlnyruere killed or wound-
ed, but it was impossible to @sgess the damage accurately. 4ll of thie
was accomplished while the platoon lost ome men killed, two wounded,
and one tank wrecked by high explosive shells.

Two tenk ecommenders of the 34 Platoon were awerded the 8ilver Star,
and the Platoon was cited to the Division by Letter, Subject: Citation,
File A G 2008 (Misc.), dated 26 June, 1943, Headquarters lst Armored
Division, 4. P. 0. 251, New York, N. Y.

LESSONS
Some of the lessons reemphasized in the operations are:

1. Withcut overshelming superiority of supporting fires, ermored units

J———

cannot attack well organized and atrongly defended antitank positions
2. Conversely, armored units can successfully attack well organized

and strongly defended antitank Positions, provided they utilize all

pessible supporting fires end attack en musge.
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3+ Tanks should attack without infantry support only in dire emer-
genciegror when organized resistance is breaklng down. ' |

4, Fiting preplanned ertillery concentration is one of the mpst effec=-
tive methode of neutralizing antitan% gEEg,in & hegty defense position.
Se When &n attack is uncoordinated or far enough removed from other
action that it does not arfect any other action, considerable letitude
should be permitted to allow the commander on the spot to use his besmt
judgment and initiative. 12&3ﬁg%gn shouldﬂygmf;gxibleg

é. \~PE{EF1PB '1thout artillery support is hazardouss When the artillery
is limited, the units which the artillery is supporting should be close
enough together so that any one of the units can be supported. Their
timing should be such that the full strength of the artillery ecan support
each separate attack in turn.-

7. Tanks attacking en masse should attack on a parrow front and in con=

siderable depth;in order %o concentrate all available fire support on
a small ares. - |
8. It 1s especially important ror new commanders. with limited exper-
ience in a partiocular kind of operation, to utilize*ﬁia -ubordinatea and
steffoin planning for the operation. -~

\‘Aged tgmtg?nmoat_igyogtant element in an exploitation-; Once a
break through has been mede, the unit ahoulﬂ conoentrate on speed, &nd
subordinate all other details to that. —
1C. Cammandera can afford to take risks after a break through has been
offected that would be 1naévisable before. -
11. Do not allow a man %o get "gick™ just before an attack, regardless
of how good he has been. Deal with him as asternly as neceasary to pre-
vent it. = |
12, only in ietepge_or dire emergency should a crew-served wegpon like

@ tank be permitted to atteck with a short crew, especially if it is

golng to render them wvulnerable to the enemys -
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