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THE QRPERATIONS OF COMPANY K 334TH INFaAN'IRY
(84TH INFANTRY DIVISION) NBAR PRUMMERN ,
GERMANY DURING THE NOVEMBER OFFENSIVE

23 NOVEMBER - 24 NOVEMBER 1944
(Peraonal Bxperience of a Company Commander)

ORIENTATION
INTRODUCTION

This monograph covers the operations of Company K
334th Infantry, 84th U.S. Division in the attack on and
subsequégt with@raw&l from fortified positions near PRU-
MUMERN, GHRNANY 23 November, 24 November 1944 during the
November offensive, ’

'In ordef for the reader to fully appreciate its
significance, 1t will_be necessary to discuss briefly
the main events_which preceeded this action,

In early June 1944 the allled ¥Forces of Canada,
Great Britain and the United States sﬁcceésfully invaded
the northern coast of France. Cn 16 August the Seventh
U.8. Army and the ¥rench First Army effected a landing
on the southern coast of France, PARIS was liberated on
- 28 august and by 4 September the sorely needed port of
ANTWERP had fallen, AACHEN, the first large German city
to he captufed, surrendered on 21 October. Thus, the
~early psrt of November found the allied armies poised
generally along the line of the German wést wall prepared

to strike again, this time toward the heart of the enemy
homeland. (See Map A) (1)

The 84th U.S. Division left the United States on
20 Septembsr 1944 and by 1 Novembér,_after a brief stay
in Engiand, wasg trekking its way across ¥France destined
to'join the ﬁinth U.S, Army for a part in the November

offensive., 4after arriving in the combat zone the 84th

(1) a-8, maps 4,7,10 1,,l4b
A-G,p 14
A=T7,D,19



Division was first introduced to combat under Ghe oper-
ational control of XXX British Corps {(18-22 November_1944)
for the purpcse of eliminating the "GEILENKIRCHEN SALIENT™
which lay astride the boundary of the'U.S. Ninth and |
Sritish 2nd armies. (See Map B) (2)

THE GENERAL SITUATION

The Germah west wall, bebter known gas the SIEGFRIED
LINE, cqpsisted of mutua;l& supporting pill boxes con-
gtructed Q@,rsinforoed concrete approximately six feet
thick, This line was systematically orgaunized if depth

anc book advantage of every terrain feéture. 1t was ap~
proximately 400 miles long, extending along the German
frontier from the Dutch border to the Swiss border. (3)

Although these fortifications had been bresached in
some places, they stlll afforded the enemy the o?portun-
ity of conserving hig Torces and maintaining a largse L
mobile reserve, The threat of such a ressrve prevented
the concentration of the allled forces for a break through
‘on 4 narrow froant which would ﬁave invited a najor eneny
counter~offensive., {4)

The Ninth aArmy, donsisting of the XIII and XIX Corps,
had as its primary missioﬁ the pro;ection-of the north
flank of the First Army which was to make the main effort

east to the RHINE RIVER., However, the immediate object-
ive of the Ninth was to Fight through bthe SIBGERIED LINE
to establish bridgeheads at JULICH AND LIHNICH on the ROMR
RIVER., XIX Corps, composed of thfee ﬁeterén divisions, '
.(50th and 29th Infantry Divisions and the 2nd Armored
Division) was to make the main effort by opening the

offensive in a drive sast to establish the bridgehead

(2) Personal knowledge; A-4, D.8F
{3) A-9,p.60; personal kKnowledge
(4:) A"e’poso
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at JULICH. The 2nd armored Divigsion on the Corps left
flank would attack as far as GERONSWEILER which would
place fhem about two miles east of LINNICH. At this
point XIXI Corps was to pass through ﬁhe elements of
AIX Corpe and continue the eastérly attuck to establish
‘the other bridgehead at LiNNICH._(See Map B) (5)

4III Corps, composed of the 102nd Infantﬁy Di#ision
and the g&th Infantry Division minus, (335th Infantry .
Regiment agéﬁdhed to 30th Infantry-Division XIX Cprps)
plannhed for the 102nd Division to bass through the 2nd
armored Division at GERONSWEILER and‘continue the attack
east to establish the bridgehead at LINNICH. The 84th
Division which returned to operationaifddﬁtrol d KIII
Corps on 22 Hovember had as its first objective under the
Corps a cluster of five small villages, namely, WURME”E;}’
| MULLENDORF, BEECK, LEIFFARTH and LINDERN, These:#illages

were s8¢ compact that thej ﬁere aiﬁoéﬁ.one, and thé
enemy had chogen to defend strongly this pogition, |
From this well fortified area LiNﬁIGH was within easy
shelling distance, and if the iOBnd Division was to be
succegsful in the drive to estaﬁlish the bridgehead, it
would indeed be necessary to eliminate this strong
point. {See Liap D) (6)

The terrain in the XITI Corps sector ﬁas generally
flat and slightly rolling.' he ground was highly culti-
vated, but limited to crops that never attained a helght
of moré than a few feet above the ground, FPrevious

rains had turned the sqrfaoe'of thé flat lands into

(5 5-2,0,70-77
a=2,p.54
i‘l."l,pclg‘

(6). 4=1.p.13,44,47
1’.—3,p.55
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gticky mud, and as a result, @oor'ﬁraffioabiltiy made
armored support syoradic and uncervalin, the landsclipe
was almost devoid of any natural foliage making oﬁﬁer-
vation and flelds of fire .excellent to both the attackers
and defenders, ‘he area was dotted with small villages
Trom one to two miles apart. These.villagss ﬁere locuted
on the main road centers and the heavy type construction
of the biildinge added emphasis to the prepured forti-
Tications, 0?31' | ;

It might be well at this point to disgcuss brieflly
the techniqie of using "artificial moonlight". The
Britieh rForces enployed this technlque as an aid to
night operations and due to the proxmity of this ally
on che left flank of the'AIII.Gorps, our own troops
were subject to 1ts effect, "Artificial moonlight", or
"batitlefield illumination”, as it 1s sometimes called, is
merely a means of lighting the battlefisld b§.use of
powerful search lights. Theéé lights are placed sever&l'
thongand yards behind the froat lines and the rays are
beamed toward low hanging clouds which reflect the -
light onto the desired area, 'The light derived from
this method is approximately that of a full moon. (8)

On the 32nd of November the zone of the 84th
Division extended from just outside of MULLENDORY on the
left flank to a point midway betwesn PRUMMERN and
GERONSWEILER on the right flank, The ioznd Division
extended from the right flank of the 84th Livision to a
voint slightly north and east of GERONSWEILER on their

(7) Personal knowledgs.,
(8) A-10; Personal knowledge,
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right flank., 7This was the zone of the XIII Corps.
Opposing these units wére.remnants of the 183 Volks-
grenadisy Division and elements of the 9th Panzey and
16th Panzer Grenadier Divisions. (Ses Map C) (9)

Since its initial engagement on the 18th of Nov-
ember 1944, Tollowing the opening of the November offen-
sive on 16 November, the 84th Divislon had been contine
ually ajtacking without quartbr. Enemy action and severe

weather Rad Laken a heavy toll in eaSuaities. Although
Tew replacements had been received and many key ;ersonnel
ha¢ peen lost, a good nuecleus still rémained in most
units, “The early return of some key peréonnel who had
ﬁeen slightly wounded early in the first battle greatly
enhanced the esprit de corp and, in general, the morale
was excellent. Over-extended supply Lines co@ld not
maintain adequate gupplies of every description., How-
ever the only critical item was artillery ammunition
which had to be rationed to a dggree far inadequate to
the needg of a front line unit. L?n the enemy side, not-
withstanding the alr attacks of the Allies on industrial
centers and supply lines, their stogk was'sufficient

but not abundant. The enemy had suffered heavy losses,
however, he had the'advantage of choosing the place to
wage battle and the wﬁrmph of his pill boxes and bunkers
for vest periods. To the individual soldier the war
h.d assumed additional meaning, that of fighting on his
own soll in defense of the "fatherland", , The combat ef-
ficlency of the opposing forbes compared favorably with

that of our own. (10)

(9) A-1,p.44; A-14 Overlay to #ield Order /2
A~2,D.603 Personal knowledge
(10} A—B,p 24 Personal knowledge
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‘the 84th bLivision planned a frontal attack on the
clusber of villag:s which was the most direct route of
approach. ‘ihe 355rd Infantry would drive east to seize
SULLENDORF. The 405th Infantry, 102nd Division, under
operaticnal control of the 84th Division, would attack
north to capture &Eﬁéﬁ:and secure the high ground.
beyond. lthe 334th Infantry (-) was in Division reserve,
(1) ¢ o

DISPOSITIONS ND PLANS OF THE BRD BATPALION (See map D)

Having been consgtantly in the attack since the 19th
of November, the 3rd Bahtdlion, 334th Infantry, had
g&ined a pogltion on the reverse slope of mﬁHQGﬂNY HILL,\.
northeast of rRIHILERN, by the evening of the 22nd of th‘{
November, Company L oocupied the reverse slope and
vompanies I and K were closely echeloned io fhe right
reaxr,
The Brd Battalion was attached to the 405th Infantry
and was,to attack on the ieft flank of the RHegiment
which had the mission of clearing BEECK and securing
the high ground veyond. Company K would lead the attack
initially by passing through Company L on MAHOGANY HILL.
“he initial objective was two pill boxes which pregently
comfronted the Battalion. The ultimute mission wasg to'.
6n the high ground beyond. Company L was to secure the
line of departure, which was the crest of MAHOGANY MILL,
and ve prepared to follow closely behind Odmpany K to
assist in accomplishing the final mission. Company_I
which was reduced in strength to approximutely platoon size

and had no officers, was to he attached to Company X.

(11) a=1l,p.46; Personal Knowledge
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all heavy wea?ons ol Company M were bto deliver long
range supporting fire during the initial!phase of ﬁhe
attuck, Thereafter, the machlne gun platoons wefe to
follow in cloze geheral support and the mortar platoon
was to éontinue to suppdrt from positions in rear of
MAHOGANY HILL, (iz) : "

THE COMPaNY SITUATION (See Map B} (13)

MAHOGANY HILL was a large rise in the rolling
flat terraﬁ&.“ I'he reverse slope of this hill waa steep,
rigsing to a height of about forty_féet. Near the top,
the hill gradually became & platean which sloped gently
to the front and both Tlanks,

From good observation posts on top of the hill,
the attack zone of the Company was.olearly visible and
well defined. Thefe wag a narrow finger sloping grad-
ually from MaliOGANY HILL to the left of QEEOK. The
finger was about four hundred yérds in width, Slopad
gradually on both gides and was nestled between terraln
of equal elevatidﬁ on each flank, The éntire surface
of the attuck zone was planted with'sugar ﬁeets which
had attained & height of about twelve lnches, There was
no natural growth except for a few thlnly scébtered trees
and underbrush, devoid of follage, located in a small
gully whiﬁh ran parallel to the attuck zone on the
right flank, A small road leading from PRUMMERN and fol-~
lowing the general direction of the attack was located on
the high ground on the left flank., The two pill boxes,
immediately confronting the BatQalion, were located

on the narrow tinger and for future reference will

(12) Personal knowledge; btatement of Oapt Buaby,
Battalion 3-3, 15 December 1949,
(L3) Personal knowledge.
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be referred to ag Number 1 and Number 2, Number 1l was

a small box situated on the right portion of MAOGANY
HILL and about twenty five yards down on the fbrﬁard
slope, lts direction of fire wuas gensrally northwest
“nc was such that 1t could support Box Number 5, Pill
Jox Humber 2 was & large box located aboit four hundred
and fifty yérds down the slope'Ofwﬁhe finger.and in the
center. «Its direction of fire was toward BELCK. ''here
was a hastiiy“prepared network of trenches around both
01l boxes; howecver, bhe twolboxes were not connected,
Lt was known thét there were many pill boxes in the
vicinity of BRECK, but the sxact pattern of these forti-
fications hod not heen asoertgihed. P11l Box Number 1
was known to be manned by approximately five enemy
soldiors and Pill Box Number 2 was estimated to garrison
apout twenty., Seyond this the locul enemy situation was
vague, He was known to have recently reinforced the
general arca, but details as to the strength and dis-
sosition of his forceg were not‘oartain.

The weather was cold and the skies visre overcast.
Previous rains aad slmost reduced the cultivated terrain
to the stubus of marsh lande, ‘

3ince Comouny K was to launch the initial attack,
it wue -decided to move the Company into PRUMMERN for the
night of 22né-23rd November Por reorganizution and rest,

The early hours on the evening of the 23nd of NOV-
ember were spent feeding a hot meal, oleaning muddy
weapong and reorganizing the platoons. The enbire first
slatoon of Uompany K, with the exception of two wmen, had
been capbured four duys previously wihlch prompied the

Far iy

use of I Compiny troops 1n organlizing « support platoon.

- 10 -




the mortay section of the weupohs platoon was.so badly
depleted tnat it was disbanded. ‘The light'machinéjéun-
sectlon thourh under strength was operational, The
rifle platoons consisted of two bazooka teams of two

men each, two automutic rifle teams df two men each, and
gaproximately ten riflemén. Yach platoon was adeguately
gbafTed with Key personnel énd though the groups were
emall the unity was surperb, Due to the poor efficiency
of the 556¥;Qdio in previous operations, their use had
peen discontinued and the 500 radio in the Battalion

command net was the only radio in the Company,

I COMPANY PLaN OF ATTACK (See Map B) (14)

The line of depariture was to be the orest of MaHOGANY
HILL., Time of the attack was set for 0725 hours 83 
November 1944.

he plan for the first phase of the attack was to.
assault Pill soxes 1 and 2 simultanedusly.. Yhe 3rd Pla-
toon was to cross the line of departure in-the center
of WMaHOGANY HILL in & line of skirmishers with the ba-
zooka and automstic rifle teams in the center, lheir
objective was Fill déx Number 2, The 2nd Pldioon was to
crogs the line'of departuare about one hundred yards to
the right of the 3rd Platoon and in the same form&tion.
their migsion was to capture Pill sSox Number 1 guickly,
if pogsible, wnd support by fire the assault of the Brd
¢latoon., IF not successful in capturing the box, they
were Lo cover it by fire to protect thé 3rd Platoon in

its assault on £ill Box Number 2., The light machine

(14) Personal kxnowledge .

- 11 =

s o



s .

gun section was to support the assault of the 5rd
Platoon from the line of dbpaﬁture_betwen the cross-
ing sites of the two assault platoons. The Support Pla-
toon was to remain in rear of MAHQGANY HILL to be pre-
pared to asglgt in the assault?éf'either platoon, The
Company Command Group was to follow the assault of the
3rd Platoon., A Company ammunition point wasg Lo be es-
tablisned!on tie reversgse slilope of MAHOGANY HILL. The
agsault poéﬁéién would be in rear of MAHOGANY HIL%.

ab Hohour the attuack wag to be subborted'by artil-
lery "time Lire" pluced on Pill Box Number 2 ang a -
sﬁoke concentration on a line to the left of BEECK.
Since the battalion had been recently furnished with a
new and inexperienced forward observer, the artillery
Liajson Officer was to direct pérson&lly the artillery
fire. No mor;arlobservers were available to the company.

seyond P1ill Box Number 2 the plan of attuck was

not outlined in detail except that the attack would
continue down the narrow finger to the final objective,

PINAL PREPARATIONS FOR THY ATPACK AND MOVEMENT TO 'I'HE

LINE OF DBP.RTURE.W (15)

After aboub six hours vest the Company was fed a
Lot meal &b 0500 hours on the morning of tthSrd. Since
the line of departure was only about one-half mile from
the Compsny rest areda in PRUMSERN, all ammunition and
rations were lssued prior to moving out to the final
.assembly point., Xach man was ilssued onthhird of &

type K ration. The bazooka and automatic rifle teams

{15) Personal knowledge,
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were issued as much ammunition a8 each man in the team
could carry with the aid of ammunition carrying bags.

The teams had been instructed to cbordinate their

fire so that one of euch type weapon would bve firihglcon-
tinously during the assault on the pill boxes, and a
large expenditure of ammunition was enticipated during
the first phase of the attack,

| At ,0645 hours, 23 November, bthe company'moved out of
‘PRUMMERinnva column of platoons. The 2idd Plﬁtoon led,
followed in oruer by the Machine Gun Secbion, Br% Platoon
and support Platoon, The Voawpally arrived at ﬁne iine of
deparvare ab 0700 hours, Here, as laét minute instruc-
tions, the men weré again reminded that the success 6f
the company depended on how fast the& could shoot and

move toward the firét objectives,

NARRATTON

ASSAULT ON PILL BOXES 1 alD 2

The pianned time tire pegan at i hour and needed
only slight adjusting which was quickly accomplished by
the artillery Liaison Officer. The Company Commander
from his observation post signaied the 3rd Platoon to
¢ross the line of departure'and,move.into the attack.
The trooPs.moved forward and hesitated; it wes hard to
move across the top of this pald hill into the face of
the devastating fire the pill boxes usually put forth,
Thé Company Commander, sensing a "bog d&wnﬂ in the at-
tack, moved forward to the topographlcal crest of tne
1111 and aguia signaled tne plavoon rorward. Yhe Bat-
talion Gommander, smajor Charles Murrah, and tne $-3
gaptain sohn Bugby moved along the line of troops 1n

an effort to rally the attack., Slowly the troops

- 15 -
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 began to move forward under the control of 2nd Lt.
kdgar Rothschiild. (16)

Over on the right flank the &nd rlatoon under tae
agpressive leadership'of 2nd Lt. Oliver O'Kier was mov-
ing rapidly toward its objective. Lt, 0'Kier could be
seen running from one man to another shoutiné directions'
and words of enoouragement. The automabic rifles were
pouring fire toward the opill obx and surrounqiung trencnes,

Lhe Sfd'ylatpon cleared ohe Crest ol MaHOGANY HILL
and hegan moving forward using "marching fire". ;s the
platoon moved across the fop of the hill the Light |
dachine Gun bection opened fire on Pill Box Number 2.
The platocn advanced apyroximately one hundred and fifty
yaras without a casually. At this polnt the platoon
began receiving tgnk fire from the right frout., The
first round hit in front_bf the advancing platoon with-
out cuusing casualties, but did succeed in haiting the
savance., The tank continued to fire but fortunately the
fire was not acourate, mogt of the_rdunds landing just
in rear of the platvtoon onh the fdrward glope of MahOGaNY
HILL, The tank also succeeded in stopping temporarily
the fire of the‘Light Machine Gun Section though the
section had not been hit. (17)

Lt, O'Kier's 2nd Platoon had met. with great success.
advancing vo within fifty yafds of Pill Box Number 1,
the two bazooka teams begah & bombardment of the pill
box embrasure while the automatic rifles maintained «
chattering fire, Under cover of Lk rire from the auto-

matic rifles and bazookas, individual riflemen closed in

{16} Personal knowledge; statement . of Capt. Busby,
15 December 1949, '
{(17) Personal knowledge.

- 14 -
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for tvhe kill. When the advancing riflemen arrived at

the pill box, ohe rifleman ¢limbed to the top and drop-
ped & gsmoke grenade down the yentilator, ‘this qﬁickly
induced two of the enemy to come out of the box, The two
- men attempted to escape in the dlrecbion of their own
lines, out were brought down by fire of the rifleman on
top of the pill box. I@mediately thereafter five more of
- the enemy cume out with3hands behind their heﬁd in token
of surrend®¥,"' The 2nd Platoon had sustained one casual-
ty. (18)

The £nd Platoon was now in a pesition to suppbrt
the advaﬁce of the 3rd Platoon by fire as planned, Lt.'
O'Kier Quiekly reorganized hils platoon and directed its
tire on P1lll Box Number 2. The tiﬂeiy succssgs of the
ond Platoon saved the hour for the 3rd Platoon as the
ntime flre" of the artillery had ceased allowing the
enemy in and around the fortifications of Pill Box Number
5 to again take up firing positions. However, before the
enemy could conoentrate the full effect of his fire on
the exposed 3rd Platoon, the 2nd Platoon, from its |
covered position in P11l Box Number 1 was covering Pill
Box Number 2 and vicinity with a murderous concentration
of fire. .

Through some.sﬁroks of good fortune, the snemy tank,
though its exact location had not been determined and
no fire . had been placed on it, ceased its fire., "This
relieved the men of the 3rd Platoon.of bhe pardlyzing
fear whioh direct fire from an snemy tahk produces., The

time was ripe for a contlnuation of the assault.

(18} Personal knowledge
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The Company Commander at this point contacted the
artillery Lialson officer buck on top of MAHOGANY HILL
and hurridly arrsnged to bring more "time Fire" on Pill
30x Number 2, Within a very few minutes the urtiilery
fire waé forthcoming &nd was so deadly accurate that it
neéded no adjusting., |

No coordination had been made with Lt. Rothsehild

114

at this\p?%?p‘dué to lack of ftime for personal co;tact.
However, wg tae Company Commander was going forwardhto
et the 3rd Platoon sturted in the attack, Lt. Rothschild
~leaped to his feeb, firing his weapon and jelling for
the men to move forwurd. IHis Tighting spirit spread
guickly among the men in the p}atoon and they seemed to
rise from the ground in a body yelling wildly and firing
raplaly. Whe usswuult was ggain under way,

There was another three hundred yards to P1ll Box
twumber 2, Supported by fire from the artillery, the and
rlatoon and the Light Machine Gun Section, the 3rd FPla-
toon moved forward rapidly. The ensmy was forced to
seek the safety of his pill box and glnce the embrasure
wag toward BELECK no return fire could be delivered from
the onening, No prearranged signal for lifting the
"time fire'" noad been muade bebween the Company Oommun%er
sl the wrtillery Lialson Officer;. howsver from his
obgervation post on MalOGaNY HILL, the view wus such
that ne could closely determine the'right moment to
1ift the fire. He, being determined to givé the dough-
boys us mucl support as possible, walbed until the last

minute to 1ift the fire and a few fragments were

- 16 -
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hitting the ground among the assaulting troops. Luckily,
thigs did not cauge any oasualties)

When the $rd Platoon arrived within approximately.
£ifty yards of Pill Box Number 2, the Tire of the Light
Machine Gun Section was masked by the advancing troops,
and the 2nd Platoon had b0 shift its fire to the sector of
trenches to the right of the pill box and limit it to that
porsiongonly. Riflemen of the. 3rd Platoon begaﬁ closing
in rapidlyﬁ=using the automatic rifles and bazookas as
the base of fire. Agaln, hand to hand combat wés not
necessary. lhe riflemen moved in and approximately fifteen
‘prisoners'were taken, The 5rd'Platoon Qad sustbalned
two casualties,

Now was.the period for somévreorganization and pre-
paration'for & continuation of the attack. The ®rd Pla-
toon was instructed to reorganizslin the prevuared posit-
ion to the left of the pill box., The 2nd Platoon was
to reorganize in the positibn to the right, By means
of a messenger the (ompany Commander dirécted the Support
Plutoon to move forward to Pill Box Number 2. ZFach man
was to oring all the extra ammunition he could carry
from the ammunition voint located in the same area.

This extra ammunition was to be used tq resudply ths
anuoand 3rd Platoons,

Men frowm the Support Platoon.began noving forward
in groups of two and three carrying the amnunition re-
supply., This did not take long and by 0900 the Company
was administratively reudy te continue the attack,

(19)

During this period of reorganization the Company

(19) Porsonal knowldege
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Commander wag busily engsaged in surveying the enemy posi-
tione to the front, IIt was noted at this timse tnat the
elements of the 405th Infantry which should have atback-
ed on the right 6f the Company had not moved forward.

The narrow finger was still clearly'defined. With the
aid of field glasses, pumerous'pili boxes and prepared
positions couid be seen directly in front of BEECK. Be-
netath thg road bed on the left flank there were nine pill
boxes, allxg}'ﬁhich had not been visible_from.MAHDGANY
HILL. The view of the right front was not too good and
no enémy pili boxes were clearly visible, However, the
Obmmunioations Sergeant, observing from the right rear

of the pill bhox, spotted.the'eﬁemy tank which had been
firing on the Company previously and pointed it out to
the Company Commander. Its position, in partial defilade,
was approximstely one hundred yards_to the right front

of Pill Box Number 2 and it was facing MAHOGANY HILL.
Apparently there.was no activity in or around the tank,
(20) | .

The Company Commander hastlily directed one of the
near by bazooka teams to bring fire on the tank, 'Yhe
bazooka team guickly occupied a firiﬁg position near the
top of an ewbankment in rear of the pill box and fired.
'he gunner scored g direct hit,:but evidently little or
no damage was done. The tunk immediately trained its 88
gun on the pill box and began a rapid fire bombardment,
wounding both men of th? bagzooka team, The Compuny Com-
nander guickly and defiﬁitely decided not to try the ba-

zooke method on the tank again, Since the Artillery

(20) Personal knowledge; Statement of Captain Bushy
15 Uecember 1949 ' '
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Liaison Officer had remained in poéition on MaHOGANY
HILL and the Company Commander had no radio contact with
him, artillery fire was not immediatelyfavailable;
The communications sergeant mads every serfort with the
300 radlo to contact the Battallon Commancer, but with-
out success. However, communication with Company L
located on MaHOGANY HILL was good and aggistance in the'
form of artillery fire or anti-tank fire was reguested.
No deflnitgsanswer Lo this raqﬁest was recelved and aid
in the form requested was not forthcoming. "
the tiger tank continued 1ts fire on the piil hox
and vicinity for & short time, but without causifg fur-
ther casualties, This, in itself, signified the . impreg-
nable nature of the enemj‘s fortifications,

AL approximately 1000 Company L came over_the crest
of maAllOGANY HILL and descesnded upon the position'of Com~-
pany K without receiving fire of any type. Shortly there-
after the‘ﬁattulion Comnander cams running down the hill
and ulso arrived withoutb mishap,

From good obgervation pointé in and around Fill
Box Number 2, the Compuny Commander oriented the Battallion
Gommaﬂder on the enemy positions. It was the Battalion
Commander's deocision to contlnue the attack arter call-
ing for more smoke on the enemy posiﬁions to the left
froant of the pattalion, The original smokelsoreen had
long since disappeared. Companles L and XK would attack
abreast) Company K on the right, Compan§ M's machine
guns vere to contvinue in c¢lose general support and the
81 mortar Plabtoon was to'continue to support from its

nogition in rear of_MAHOGaNY HILL. The enemy tank,
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apparently outbt of ammunition, would be by-passed. i
migting rain had begun;g tné already soggy soil was turning
into mud which wus later to become one of the worst enemieé
of the friendly troops. ‘The Company Commander, in a low
yoice that no one else could hear, told the Battalion
Uommundér that it would be suicide to cbntinue the attack
&8s planned., 'he Battalion Commander, his face the very
picture of determination and yet his volce betraying
a slight hMht 'of sadness sald, "Yes, L know, and I will
lead the «btack”. (281) | *

T ATTACK ON THE FINaL OBJLCTIVE

after the'initial success in capturing the two pill
-oxes the troops were in high spirite and it was not,dif~ o
fioalt o getv the attack moving again toward the objective.
4t 1100 the smoKe screen was laid down and the at-
tack was under way. The Battalion Commander, without
iig radio, was well forward between the two companies.
company X nmoved. forward with the 3rd and 2nd ¥Flatoons
abreast, the 2nc Platoon oii the right; The Support Pla;
toon wuae Lo follow closely behind the 2nd Platoon Lo pro-
tect the exbosed-righb flank of the Company. ' Since the
gistancs to the objectlve was so great tnat the machine’
un fecbion coﬁlo not adeguutely eupport from rill Box
Nuaber 2, 1t was decided 0O nave vnem move Torward be-
tvreen the 2ne and Euppqrt Plabooh;.
fhe troops moved forward rapidly nov fully realizing
vt bhe dmmediate future held in store, fhere was no
Tiring since tnere_waé nothing close enough.to present &
definite target and the momentum increased ﬁith évery

step until the troo:s were almost running, The tiger

e ]

{81) Personal knowledge; Stabtement of Capt., Busby,
28 December 1949,




tank had been by-passed without difficulty, which may
nuve been due to a ghortage of ammunition or to'a cun-'
ningly pre-planned érap.

after the Company had advapced swiftly five hundred
yards an enemy machine gun opened up from the right front ’
firing tracer ammunitiopsapproximately Tifty yards in
front of and parallel to the advancing platoons, The
nd Platoon beg:n to falter in its advance. It was ob-
vious that Mhe' fire of the machine gun was ridicu}ously‘
high «ané Lt.IO'Kier, gquick to observe the fact, yelled
to the Platoon, "1t's high, leﬁ's.go"; The men of the
Platoon needed no further encourugement, and again were
moving forward rapidly.

At this point the 3rd Platoon continued to move,
but veered greatly to the left, This caused a gap be~
tween the two platoons which steadily increased ag the
attack continued., The support platoon f0110wing'olosely

also shifted its course slightly to the left, By this
btime the ever increasing momentum had developed é'
frenzied tempo. The entire company, racing beneath the
tracers of the machine gun, advanced another two hundred
yards pefore the enemy let go with the full force of
his fire power. On the Left flank and Tront nUMErous
antorutic wespons opened up from the plll boxes beneath
the road bed. On the right flank the tracer fire éeased
and low grazing fire began mowing the tops of ﬁhe SUZHT
beet pl.nts. The Company was'definitely caught in a
viclous three-gsided cross fire;

the simultaneous fires of the many enemy pill boxes

- and emplacements guined a certain amoaat of surprise
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and a heavy teoll in casualties was taken before the
troops could bake advantage of the séénty cover avail-
apble, The flre of the mauchine guns was so low,thét some r
men were hit while lying flat on the ground{ After the
Company was well pinned to the ground the enemy' dropped
in d few mortar.roanas for good measure instead of the
wiolesals bombardment whieh is usually expeéted in such
& situacibn; ‘throughout the remainder of the afternoon
the Gompany”%ﬁé held pinned to the ground. The sLighteat
movement would bring a very accurate 5urst of muehine |
gun fire zipping through the beeb plahts. The'cdmpany‘
Comunder, from his position in the vieinity of the ma=-
cliine gun section, had no meuns of communication with the
slatoon leaders or the sattalion Commander. An abbempb
to contact them by crawling and yelling was unsaccessful.
No furcher efforts were made bo continue the attack and
nightfall found the company in the séme positions in
wirleh the attaclt had been stopped., {(22)

LT WITHDRAWAL

at approximately 1900, with the coming of darkness,
the Company Comuander bhegan & survey of the situation with-
in the Company. It was found that of the'fouf'pla-
toon leaders three hud been killed and one was badly
wounded., Many casualties were lying_uh&ttended. ggt
ope_weaponlwhich wonld operate,-iﬁcluding that. of the
Compuny Ccmmancer, was found taroughout the Company. In
many cages 1t was difiicult td-tell whethef_an oh--
ject wag a weapon or « stick of mud. atb ﬁhis time the

Company Comnander combed the areda in an attempt to con-

tuct the Battalion Commander persgonally, bul without
(22} Personal knowledpge ] ' :
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success, also at this timé efforts to contact i Company
Comauder were to no avail, | |

the Company vommander believed the hattalion Command-
er to e dead or seriously wounhded., He also realized |
tiat with the coming of déﬁlight the preseqﬁ positions
would be untenable, Thereforé, in view of the existing
situstion, it was the Company Commander's deolsion to
a8k higher headquarters fdr-permission to withdfaw.‘

‘he Wehpons Platoon leader of Company L (th Kirby),
the only able-bodied officer avﬁilable, was oontacted
and informed ol the Gampanf Commander!s intentioné. He
was instracted to maintain the present positions-and bo~
gin an evacuation of casualties to'Pill Box Number 2, Al

gpproximately 2030 the Company Commander departed for

the 5atta}ion Command Post still located in PRUMMERN, |
(23) |

Upon arrival at the Command Post it was learned
that the Battalion Commandér had managed to crawl back
vo comparative salfety and proceed on to thie headquarters
sinorvly after adark. ‘the Company Commander related the
detailed sitaatioh.of the Battallion to the Batta;ion
Commandey and was in tur. informed that a requast‘for
viithdrawal ngd already besn made to higher headquarters.,
''he request was approved at‘approximately 2100 hours.
(24) -

about 2130 the Company Commander arrived back on
the Company position and learned that enemy combat pa-

trols were cutting through the area. Also at this time

(23) Personal knowledpe - _
(#4) Personal knowledge: Statement of Capt. Busbhy
15 December 1949, -
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Llhie ﬁrihisu_whrces nad begqn.operabin@ their ﬂartifipal

ponnlizat™ stati o ns which, in thig ingtance, vasg 1.':01‘*i<;ling;
Lo wtvantage Tur the enemy patrols and to disaquntuge
for our evacdavion @ne withdrawal Qperations.:

To accompliash the evacuation of the wounecd and
vithuratel of the other troops, ULwo man, patrols were
forasd to braverse the narrow finger down which the Bat-
telion hea abosoked., The process was slow as the patrols

ad Lo be\formed from personnel of 3Babtalion Heagquarters'
Company who were not familiar with the location of the
units. Lhe "arvificial wmoonlight" hauwpered freedom of
Novement and large enemy combat patrols were an sver
oresent threat, There vere very few able-bodied key
personnel to wssigd in this operation, Thoée who were

not killed or wounded wherelin & frozen and duzZed cone-
dition, for with the mid-day drizzling rén had come a

drop in the temperature, Some men who had been fortunate
enough to find cover in s shell crater filled with water
had Lo be as. isted to the rear becaﬁse of thelr frozen
condition, The actual bhysical accomplishmﬁnt Qf this
sarticular phase of the operation consisted of'seérohing
tite ground for individuals, evacuating those who were
vrounded uﬁd directing thg others to move back Lo the
original posltions at the line of departure, When the plu-
toon seriesnt of the 2nd Platoon (T-Sgb., later 2nd Lt.
Orville Bar:) was locuated und dirscted to HOVE hack to

the line of departure he was in such a duzed condition
that e headed in the direction qflthe enemy lines.

One of our own pabrols, which consisted of the

Company Commander and one other man, twlce evaded probable

g
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capture by enemy palrols by nluying dead; Although the
enemy vabrols had no solicitude for the wounded,.they
laft them unmolésted. Capturing the able-bodied'soldiefs
vag, by all indications, their ﬁrimary missioh. The
patrols operated throughout the Battalion area with:no.
apparent effort te conceal their activities. This aided
our own patrols in detecting and avolding the snemy,
thereby making 1t at least possible to continue our own
efTorts to*%&ﬂhdraw'the Battalion, 1 effect it became ;
a race oeﬁween bhe.opposing forcas—-one'endeavorihg
to salvﬁge man power and the other attempting to pre-
vent it, |

AL approximately 2400 higher headgquarters, upon
the earlier request of the Battalion Gbmmander, BuC-
Eeeded in having the "artificial moonliight! turnéd orf.
This greatly assisted in the continued evacuation and
withdraval operations;‘ Also, about this tine litter
teams and Jjeeps sent by Regimﬁnt arrived on Lhe gcens,
Thié agsistance was soreiy needed for the further evac-
nation of casualties to the rear, |

AL Q200 ail éffofts to withdraw every living man
had been exhausted and the early moraning hours of R4
November found. the battered remnants of the Oomgany
occupying positions on MaHOGANY HILL. |

In surmary, it can be conoluded that the attaock
wasg o fallare ffom thé standpoint of capturing the final
objective, However,.it Gid serve the purpose of helping
to prove tnat a froatal abttack on this position was
not the vest method to usé, and thérefore,la change 1in

sbrutegy weas necessary. It can, I beslieve, be assumed

- 25 -
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that the sressare of thls frontal attack caused the

eieny 0 dispoge hls forees Ln 4 mdnnér that would
greatly ald vie successfal Implementation of & difierent
Jlant of wetion,. Thewcapnure.of Pill Boxes 1 and 2 gave
the friendly forces complete control of MAﬁOGﬁNY HILL
which wag an advantage they had not previously'onjoyed.
Qtner than appfoximately twenty—ﬁwo pfisonﬁrs tukén,
gract enemy losses are not known, and it ﬁould ve diffi-
cult (o say Mhether they were sufficlent ﬁo compeusate
for our own, which was upproximabtsely fift§ guroentpin the
nuwaber killed, wouinded snd capbured, among those who
wers capbured wug Captain Ernest L; KEdwards, the Commaﬁd-

ing Officer of Comvany L. {25)

ANALYSIS AND GRITIGL@&M

ACTION OF ZND PLATOON IN INITTAL ATTACK

Upon the 11 rub buﬁsb of "time fire" ab H hour Lhe
2nd Platoon began &n d&gressive assault whlch never
relaxed. HEven though the platoon nad no direct sqp-
porting artillery to ald their assault, there was
fever a moments hesistation on the part of any member of
the platoon, This can be largely attributed to the
Gyhamic teadership of Lt. olkKier. It is true that
the dsfeanders of thé pill box were. all on the inside
and were Abtacked from a blind approach, however, this
fuct was not definitely known at the time. The pla-
toon had to work around the pill box to obtaiﬁ 8 pogi-
tion from wvuich fire coald be delivered upbn the
gmdrasure., AfU r attalning this position the platoon
could have fulfilled its secontary mission of cover-

ing bthe box by Iire to protect the assaunlt of the

{65} Personal kaowledge
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3rd Pla?don. The platoon ¢id not stpp at this point,

bub conginueq in maximun pursuéncs'of the ultimate
Imission usiﬁg every means dbt its dinOSal. By obm-
2letely capturihg“the pill boxlaqﬁ'quickly reorganiging
to bring fire oﬁ Pili de Number é,'the overall success.
of the company was mude pogsible, Due'to ﬁhe time |
element involved, the initial and continued aggressive- .
- ness oflﬁhe platooh wasg importnnt}{_lf thers had been
any dela& throughout the operatién, thg platooﬁ would

not have been in position to maintain the advantake

galned by the artillery "time -fire" on Pill Box Number 2,

ENEMY DEFENSE OF PILL BOXES 1 & 2.

Although the enemy had numerous hastily prepared

_ treneﬁes surrounding tness_two pill boxes, he failed to
properlﬁ utlilize these positidﬁé( As both pill boxes
were abtacked Trom the rear and so called "blind side",
the enemy should have made every effort to protect thése
approaches with local security if only two or three

nen were emnloyed, 4 few men armed with automatilc
weapons strat@gically located just outeide of.the artil-~
lery impact arcea around Pill Box Number 2 would have
materially alded thé defensglof these strong polintg, .

as ‘the abtacking platooqs.orossed the lipé of dépa;ture
they were ablé to'concehtrate their fire power on the
entire position of the enemy at once, thus forcing 

him to seek constantly bthe protection of his pill box.
The enemy had the right idea, but made the mistake

of localizing his defense arsea to the.point of depende
ing almost entirely upon the pill boxes. Thig al-

lowed our own supporting artillery'immediately
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to gain the initiastive for the assault on P11l Box
Number 2, The 2nd Plutoon gained the initiative gue to
the proximity_of PLLY Box.Number L to the covered ap-
proach up to the line of departure, Also, by aggres-
sively moving and maintaining constant fire on the pill
box and viecinlty, the platoon was able to maintaln the
initiavive throughout. If the enemy had placed out-
Josts 8 5bnsiderable distancq away from the plll boxes
the aftillég§ énd assault platoons would not have.been
able to cover his entire posgsition simulyéneously by
fire, The result would unquestiocnably hzve been a
gfeater price paid for the pill boxes.

BAs00KA VS TaNK

In viewing the llasty action of the Company me-
mander in directing the bazooka fire upon the stationary
tank, it is difficult to visualize other saction which
would have been aore appropriate. There wag no
covered or concealed route by which a betler firing
Josition could have heen g&ined. Neither was the dis-
tanoe to the tunk out of proportion with the capabil- |
itica of the bazooka as the acouracyldfﬁthe round fired
rextily indicuted., It nuy have been.ﬁeii not to have
fired at the tank at all, as the tank wés ndt deliveriﬁé
aay fire on our own position at the tims. btili, this
nassive evhod woild neve left the tank in an excellent
position to effectively block the further advince of
the compa..y., “his probupility later ﬁroved Lo bhe a
needlegs worry, batb 1t cemtainly could not have been

forsesn. The tank was slightly on an angle from the
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bazooka poaition when fired upbn,and_the round hiit about
the mid section of the tank, Thelextent of damaée to
the tank cduld not he determined;_ It is entirely'pos~
slble that damage wag done to some part of the p:opel-
ling mechunism; however, the rapidity with which the
tank brought fire on cur own positibn alter being hit
indicated that the bturret mechanism and the orew had not
been distnrbed in the least. |

CIION OF BMPTALION COMMANDER IN LEADING ATTACK

Due to the personal courage displayed by the Bat-

talion Gomm&nuer it is difficuly po criticize his actions

in physically leading the attack during the fiﬁal phase,
‘Nevertheless, the results of such proceedure if commonly
sracticed woula too often be detrimental to the ovsrall
operations of & unit, as it proved to be in this case,
For apprdximately seven hours the Battalion Cowmmander
was forced by circumstances to play the role. of un in-
dividual rifleman and therefore was of no assﬁstanoe.
%o the battulion in his capacity of Battalion Commander.
In analyzing the setion of the sattalion Comuander, it
ig g.ive natural 0 conclude that there were good reasons
for tune uuvtion, In my opinion, the ppimary reason was
vlie fact thabt Le knew the mission of the battalion to
be extremely dangerous and felt that he must share the
danger . vhich he was asking nié'troops'to face, 7The
reluctance of K Company uommander té.continue with the
original plan of attabk, as evidenced by his statement
to the Sattalion Comuander that 1t wpuld be sulcide to
continue cthe atback ws planned, no doubt further

intluenced his decision, There are many times when the



mere presence of nigher comnunders contribute éreatly
to the success of u partioular 0pefation ana &8 such
should always be encouraged, - In this particular instance
the’pre;ence of the 5&ttalion-commander at P1ll Box
Humber 2 placed nim in an ideal spoﬁ for superviéing
his battellion and it was not necessary for him to sacri-
floe thig Josition to lead the atiback, If we assume thav
the Bat;aigog Commander had not led the abttuck and
therefore hﬁd been free to exercise his command &bil-
ities, the guestion of what he could have done to aild
the pattalion then arises, There were no regerves in the
béttalion which he coula have employsd to influence the
sitaution. nowever, it is pdasible that he could have
ontalned permission to withdrsw the babtalion immediately'
nson the rall of Garkuess snd thus saved some men
from being captured. by the enemy combat patrols which
bcgan &etuul dgeressive Sperations guite a whille after
nightfall, another possibility would have been a high
conoentfation of smoke benind which the battalion could
have withdruvn carly in thelafternoon. The Battalion
sontander ¢olld «lso have exerted his influence upon
nlener headygaarters in soliclting wild for his command,

S LOYRANTDT OF BNISMY Ve PONS

In studydily, tiils operabtion, the fuet thut the encny
initially opened five ﬁith only one maciine gun daring
the inal phase of the attack, coupled with the fact
that it was firing tracer amaunition unusuwlly high,
haé become i1ibe significant, The'oontour of the ground
al this partlioular soint wag such that in & short time
the hattallon vould nave been partially hidden From

the fire of the pill boxes on the left flank, The Liring
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o1 Whilsg maciine gun caueed a human refles action of
swerving the attucking units, with the exceptiop of

the 2nd Platoon, to the left. Thié tended ﬁo canallze

the main force of the battalion toﬁard the left of the
finger and zone of attack. As a result, the mqjor por-
tion of the Battalion was placed 1in bhe direct line 6f
fire from the pill-boxes on the left flank; Iﬁ doing.this,
the enemyﬁmade very skillful use of thelr exuct know- |
ladge of thq;berraih to gain the maximum benefit from

the major portion of their pill boxes in‘the &rea.P I
believe the enemy forces c¢ould have brought crippling

fire on the Battallon long before they did. However,

by waiting for the opportune moment and using simultaneous
fires he was able to render a much more crushing blow.

PLalN OF ATTACK ON PINAL OBJLCTIVE

The final objective, defined as the high ground be-
ydnd BEECK, was muoh too general for & unit operating
anong fortlified positions. It was known that there
were many ensmy pill boxes between the final objectiye
ana the ling of deparﬁure.' Every neans pqssible should
have been used to determine the pattern of these. forti-
ficutions und & detailed plan of attﬁck should hqve
been formulated on the basgis. of this information. The
line of nine pill boxes bveneath the road.bed on. the
left flank of the attack zone were blind e.cept for the
embrasures to the front and would have been comparative-
ly easy to eliminate by means of a-detQiled plan, Since
these pill boxes werc primarily :esponsible for the
failuré to complete the mission, a change in_the_course'

of action even after the capture of P11l Box Number 2
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would have been Jjustified, By;paésing these pill boies
in an effort to go onthe final objective was a

serious mistake, even though thece Tortifications were
in the zone df the unit on the l€ft flank. 'ln $ome
ouses'byfpassing of fortified areas may be wise if it
will not Jjeopurdiue the successful éompletion of the
mission, , The lack of plans to bring simultaneous fTires
on Lhe enemyqpositions al%owed the snemy té-concentrate
the fires of «ll pill boxes which brought the engixe
comsany under fire at one tilne, |

SNEMY COMBAT PATROLS

Puring the period after darkness the planning for
the withdrawal of the plutoons and evacuation of the
wounded was very hasty and fragmantary. Nevertheless,
the execation of the plans was good and woula have
been comnletely succegsful 1f it had not béen for.the
activities of the enemy combat patrols. The systematic
ooerations of these patrols cutting through the area
greatly hampered our own activities, especially due bo
the fuct ﬁhat friendly troops had no serviceabls weapons
with which to engupe the patrols. sAlthough there are
10 accurate'figures on the number of friendly troops taken
prisoner during this action, it is probable that the
number approximated that of the wounded. In view of the
daring wileh thc patrois displayed 1t lg likely that the
enemy either sensed the orecarious situation of the
friendly trooss or progreaglively lncreased thelr patrol~

ling 48 they learned the case with which it could be done.
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i TR TSR TR A LA oy

iR w4 s et it Ao

be fuily cobnlzunt of thelr v1tul role in a go-

13 TS A AT IR R e

I i

ordinated utbuck on fortifled po itions.

When aefonolnt 8 fDTL¢IJ€d po iLlon concentration

(R l
........ i B L PR PO R o VAR

of ull Lroou bOO closely around ind1v1uuul 01li

i

)
et el W At 7, AR RN

‘r::o:-{r-,.w uhou.‘l.u be aVOldeu.

. [T E LT

the edlnctlvcno, uf LHL bazookd against heavy

a

armor ‘3 quO”LLJﬂdbl

VEAL gy o bl AR S AR B A e e

¢

datnallon and higher unlt commanders nould alwayu

e . o A AT A S PATE TN
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keeping 1n mlnd Lhe level of responsibility involved.

Automdtic weapons skillfully employad in a de-

fensive position will often oanalize attacking
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gignment of speclal assault teams to individual
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