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THE QPERATIONS OF THE 3RD BATTALION, 16TH INFAN=
TRY (1ST INFANTRY DIVISION) IN THE ASSAULT LAND-
ING AND ESTABLISEMENT OF THE BEACHHEAD ON OMAHA
BEACH NEAR COLLEVILLE, FRANCE, 6 - 10 JUNE 1944,
{NORMANDY CAMPAIGN)
(Personal Experience of a Battalion Operations Officer)

ORIENTATION

INTRODUCTION

0f all the combined amphiblous operations executed dur=
ing Worid War II, there were undoubtedly none which compared
in magnitude with the assault landing in NORMANDY on June 6,
1944,

This monograph is a study of the efforta of the 3rd Bat-
talion, 16th Infantry, lst Infantry Division, which participat-
ed in this landing.

Soon after the entry of the Unlted States into the War
in December of 1941, the Allied Powers arrived at the decle
sion to first crush the Axis Military Machine, and then turn
theilr efforts toward the defeat of the Japanese. Soon after ‘
this declsion was reached, early in 1942, plans were formmlste
sd for the llberation of NORTH AFRICA, SICILY and ITALY. (1)

Even as these plans were in the process of being carried
out, it became apparent to the Allied leaders that "the de-
feat of the Germen armies in Weatern Europe could still occur
only on the anclent battlefields of FRANCE and the ILow Coun=-
tries, Although some strategists continued to press for sm Al~-
lied main effort through ITALY or the BALEKANS, the general de=
termination to undertake a cross-channel invasion prevailed."
(2)

TIJ A-2, p. 106
(2) A-3, p. 11




The first plans for the Normendy Invasion were formulat-
ed at the Cassablanca Conference in January 1943, end from then
until June of '44, when the troops actually landed, every phase
of theroperation had been thoughtfully studied by the combined
American and Brltish Staffs,

THE GENERAL SITUATION

Large build-ups of troops, equipment and supplles were
poured into ENGLAND for the Invasion. The troops entered into
very strenuous training, some of which was highly speclalized.

A stretch of coast at SLAPTON SANDS, SOUTH DEVONSHIRE
was provided by the British Government as sn assault training
area for the American forces, (3) This portion of coastline
resembled as closely as possible the conditions of beach, tide,
and terrain of the Normandy coast,

To achieve the tesamwork and timing necessary for such a
large operation, three practice exerclses wers held. Firss,
Exercise "Duck"™ was held in Jsnuary on divislon level; second,
Exerciss "Fox" was staged in March on Corps level; and third,
the dress rehearsal called “"Fabius I" was held duringlthe early
part of May. (4)

Neceasarily, many valuable lesaons were learned from theas
practice maneuvers, and a number of revisions in plans had to
be made.

Final plens called for the 2lst Army Group, commanded by
General Sir Bernard L. Montgomery, to attack with the Britieh
Second Army on the left, and the First United States Army,
commanded by Lt. General Omar Bradley on the right., The First
United States Army, consisting of two Corps, was to land with

'{3) A-1, p. 6
4) A-1l, p. 2



the 7th Corps on Utah Beach and the 5th Corps on Omaha Beach.
(See Map A)

The 5th Corps was to arrive at the beachhead in four
stages. The Initial assault force was Force "O"; the follow-
up force was Force "B"™; the preloaded bullde-up contingent was
to arrive next, and finally, residusl groups were to land,

Force "O" conalsted of the lst Infantry Division, rein-
forced, minus the 26th Regimental Combat Team, Its chief com-
ponents were its own 16th and 18th Regimental Combat Teams,
with the 116th and 115th Regimental Combat Teams of the 29th
Infantry Division attached. In addition, there was a pro=-
visionel Ranger force of two battalions, (5)

In accordance with the S5th Corps plen to secure a beach=
head in the area between PORT-EN~BESSIN and the VIRE RIVER,
Force "O" and Force "B" were designed so as to davelop‘(after
lending) an assault by one reinforced division into an attack
of two dlvisions sbreast. (Ses Map A)

' The plan of the 1st Division was to establigh the beache
head on the northern coast of CALV&D0§ near ST-LAURENT=-SUR=-
MER. (6) The plan of assault on OMAHA BEACH was to lend two
regimental combat teams on a broad front. The 116th Regl=-
mental Combat Team of the 20th Infantry Division waas to land
on the right and capture VIERVILLE-SUR-MER and push through
the defenses. The 16th Regimental Combst Team was to land on
the left snd push east along the defenses, (See Map B) Sucw-
ceeding elements of the 1lst Infantry Division were to drive
inland end establish an initial beachhead, Rgnger units were

to perform speclel missions.

T15) A-1, p. 8
(6) A-4, pe. 171



As the assault waves approached the shore, probably the
greateat planned fires in history were to be concentrated on
the beach to asaist the troops in carrying out thelr mission.,
The Navy was to fire on and to the rear of the beaches, direct
fire on strong points and beach defenses, and as the landing
craft touched down, the fire was to be 1lifted to the flanks end
the rear area. To fire this misaion the supporting naval craft
were the American battleships Arkensas, Texas, and Nevada, plus
three crulsers, the Bellona, Black Prince and Glasgow, ten
destroyers, and nine rocket-launching craft which were convert-
ed LCS (Landing Creft Ships). Also esaisting was the French
crulser, F, S. Montcalm. (7}

During the planning stage (shortly after the lst Division
returned to ENGLAND), & Photo-Interpretation Team and an Order
of Battle Teqm‘gﬂg-attached to the division. (8) These at~
tached personnel, working with the Division G-2, issued weekly
estimates of the enemy situatlon. These.estimates'were later
found to be gaﬁerally accurate.

Enemy units known to be in or adjacent to the battle zone
included the 726th Infantry Regiment, the 91l4th Infantry Regi-
ment, the 916th Infantry Regiment, and the 916th Infantry Regi-
ment, (9) (See Map RE)

Enown enemy defenses were reinforced infantry positions
which guarded all the exita from the beaches, Strong points
consisted of reinforced concrete plllboxes and personnel
shel ters snd were reported to contain (in addition to their
heavy weapons) AT and AA guns and light field guns. Antil-

tank ditches had been constructed across the major beach exits

(7) Personal knowledge
(8) A=6, po. 8
(9) A-1, Map No, 10



and nearly all the strong points were wired and mined: It was
esfimated that enemy sairpower would be combaratively wealkk, (10)

The morale of the lst Infantry Division was exceptional-
ly high at this time. Even though the division was participat-
ing in strenucua tralning for the "big show®™, there were also
recreational periods provided, Ali units took part in the
usual American sports of basketball, football snd boxing, with
inter-regimental and inter-divisional tournsments being staged.
Also, troops were sllowed to visit with regularity the smaller
towns in their areas and were given passes to vliasit London and
Scotland.

To keep the importance of their mission elways uppermost
in the minds of the officers and men, many of the higher ranke=
ing lesders vieited the ares and talked with the men. Among
these were General SIR BERNARD MONTGOMERY, General DWIGHT
EISENHOWER and General OMAR BRADLEY. (11)

The period 5-7 June, was calculated to be the time when
moon and tide conditions would be the most favorable for land~
ing operations, end the tentative date set for the invasion
was June 5, However, the forecast of sea and wind conditions
was B0 unfavorable on the 4th of June, that Genersl EISENHOWER
postponed the invasion for 24 hours, Weather conditions Im-
proved very little, but meny of the troops were already on the .
boats and at sea and any further postponement would have meant
walting another 4 or 5 weeks before proper moon snd tide con-
ditions would appesr agein. 8o, at 0400, hours, June 5th,
General EISENHOWER gave the order for the invasion to proceed

=0y Po =80
(11) Personal knowledge



the following day, end H hour for Omeha Beach was set as 0630
hours. (12}

DISPOSITIONS AND PLANS OF THE 16TH REGIMENTAL COMEAT TEAM

During the second week of May (1945) all units of the
16th Regimental Combat Team were moved to & marshalling area
in the vicinity of LONG BRADY, DORSET. Here the division com~
mender, Major General CLARENCE HUEBNER, addresased the troops,
and the information of the coming operation was given to the
men in the ranks. (13) Due to the confined space within the
mershalling area, most of the time was spent on maintenance of
equlpment aﬁd arms, esnd the study of maps, sand tables, terrain
modeld of the beach, serial photographs snd other specially
made devices., {(14) Because of thls study, one man more than
& year after the invasion, saild that "he had become so famlliar
with the beach around COLLEVILLE-SUR-MER in its miniature form
that when he landed on D-Day it was like going back to a
countryside with which he had been acquainted since boyhood."
(15)

At low tide Omsha Beach consisted of a tidal flat about
500 yards wlde, at the end of which the ground rose abruptly
to & height of asbout 50 feet. The eastern sector of the beach
was very rocky and only about 150 yards wide. At the end of
this rocky flet was a rock cliff which was practically vertical
and about 30 feet high. (See Map B) This cllff continued
eastward into the Eritish sector, snd really formed an obstacle
between the American and British sector. At the top of and
beyond the bluff the ground was rolling snd divided into fields

-(1_2) A-E} Peo 8:71-83- ‘

(13) Personal knowledge
(14) Personal knowledge
(15) A-5, p. 69



of verious sizes by hedgerows which were about 4 feet high and
3 feet thick.

During the extensive study of the terrsain prior to the
lendings even the texture of the send (which had been picked up
by submerine) was examined. A grest deal of attention was also
placed on the study of the times of the rise and falllof the
tides and how strong the tides were. This study was to ald in
declding how many and what types of obstacles could be placed
in the water by the Germans and be maintalined there agalnst the
atrength of the tides. Also extensively studled was the depth
of the sea bottom, so that it eould be determined how near to
land the asseult boats would "touch down®, throughout the lend~
Ing aresa. |

The mission of the 16th was to reduce the beach defenses
in its zone of action and proceed with all possible speed to
the D-Day Phase Line. It was then to cover the landing of the
remainder of the 5th Corps. (16)

On 1 June 1944, the 16th Regimental Combat Team began em=
barking at WEYMOUTH. The lat Battalion went aboard the U.S.S.
Samuel Chase; the 2nd Battalion boarded the U.3.S. Henrico;
and the 3rd Battalion embarked on H.M.S. Empire Anvil. (17)

The general plen of the 16th Regimental Combat Team re-
inforced was to lsnd on Omahs Beach in areas designated as
"Fox Green" and "Easy Red" at H-hour, D-Day with the Znd and
3rd Battalions abreast, the 3rd Battellion on the left,-and the
1st Battalion in reserve, (See Map B) Esach battalion was to

seize the objectives 1n its assigned zone.

TI6) A=E, pe 73
(17) Personsl knowledge



THE BATTALICN SITUATION

After the 3rd Battalion embarked cn 1 June, the troops
immediately began to get acquainted with the British sailers
and egpecially the British coxswains on their assault boats,.
Once they were acquainted and settled, more study and brlief-
ings took place., In conjunction with this study, practice
loading of the assault boats and "abandon aib.:l.p'-rl drills were
carried on.

During the pracfice loadings sboard ship, the final polish
was put upon the placing of the "teams™ in the assault boats.
For this landing the units were not to'right by platoons, but
rather were broken down into sectlons according to the weapon
with which they were  srmed. Each section was srranged so that
there would be 35 men and their equipment in each boat. There
were flame-throyer teama, BAR teams, bangolore torpedc teems,
demclition teams, riflemen, and additionsl personnel such as
field artillery observers and photographers,

On another ship in the follow-up force were replacements
for the 3rd Battallon. These replscements had been carried in
each compeny of the 3rd Battelion as overstrength durlng the
training period in England. Each group was apprqximately the
size of a platoon with an officer in coﬁmand. The men had all
been briefed in the ssme mamer as the initial assault troops.
This system provided irmedlate well-trained, well-briefed re~
placements for each organization after the assault landing.
(18)

Special invasion money was i1ssued to the troops along with
special essault gas masks, and their "Mae Wests": Assault

(18T Personal kmowledge
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Jackets contalning special featureg such as water~proofed
pockets were 1ssued to the troops who were to be in the lead
waves,

The invasion convoy set sail late in the afternoon of 5
June., The trip across the chennel wes very uneventful. The
weather was wet, the wind strong, and the sea was very rough.
All British seemen were salerted and at their guns., On the H.M.
Se Empire Anvil the 3rd Battslion Commander, Lt. Col. CHARLES
HORNER issued the final battslion order as a last briefing.

THE BATTALION MISSION

The 3rd Battelion was to land in the ares of "Fox Green"
at H-hour, reduce beach defenses in its zone, and ﬁrotect the
left flank of the lst Division, It was to capture the towns
of LE GRANDE HAMEAU, STE-HONORINE-DES~PERTES, HUPFAIN, end
the high ground et MT. CAUVIN. (See Map D)

There it was to make contact with the BEritish on the left
of the American sector and be prepared on orders to assist the
British 47th Commsndo Battalion in the capture of PORT~EN-
BESSIN. (19)

Lending with the assault troops were to be 32 DD tanks,
which were specisl tenks devised to swim ashore. Sixteen were
to land on the 3rd Battelion beach ("Fox Green"). These tanks
came from B and C Compenies of the 741st Tank Battalion,

In eddition, in direct support of the 3rd Battellon was
the 62nd Armored Field Artillery Battalion, SP. Prior to the
landing, this armored field artillery battallon was to take
positions in the boat lanes sbout 3000 yards in rear of the as-

Ti%) Personal knowledge
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sault waves and fire on the beach beginning at H=30 and 1ift
fire at H-5. (20)
Algo landing behind the first wave was a speclal Engineer

Taak Force, whose misslon was to neutralize the beach obstacles.

THE BATTALION PLAN OF ATTACK

The 3rd Battalion's plan of attack was to assault beach
"Fox Green" at HeHour, D-Day with Company I and Company L in
the firat wave, lsanding immediately behind the DD tanks. Com-
pany I was to be on the right, (See Map B)

Following closely behind the first wave were to be elements
of the Speclal Engineer Task Force, Thelr misalon was to des-
troy beach obstacles and meke roads across the beach for vehl-
cles.

The gecond wave was to consiast of Company K's assault
sections, followed in the 3rd wave by Compsny M and one secQ
tion of Battallon Headquarterg commanded by the Battalion Execu=-
tive officer, The Battalion Command boat was to land on the
Battalion Commenderts order. It was felt that he could best
observe the action from s floating position just off shore.
Also, the naval observer in this Commend Boat could see better
from this position and would be better able to adjust the fire
of the naval ships. (See Map B)

Compenies I, K and L were to be loaded in LCA'S (British
Landing Craft Asseult boats). These craft were well srmored
on all sides and part of the top., They were easily maneuvered
due to the fact that each propellor was operated by an indi-
vidual engine., The rest of the Battalion was to be loaded in

m} A"s' Pe ﬁ

12



American LCVP's (Landing Craft Vehicle and Perscmnel). Both
craft had the same capacity, but the British LCA sat very low
in the water so as to have underwater exhausts for quietness
in night landings., This sometizes proved to be quite & dis-
adventage as they were easily "swamped" in the water,

The misalion for the compahies wag to push scroas the
beaches using Exit F-1l, destroy the enemy in their zZone, and
then proceed with all possible speed to the high ground west
of PORT-EN-BESSIN.

There was no line of departure designated by battalion,
as the Hav§ handled all movement and times from ship to shoreJ2l)

NARRATION

H-HOUR, D-DAY

All troops of the 3rd Battalion were loaded into the as~-
ssult craft on time in the early morning of 6 June 1944. This
in itself was qulite & task in view of the fact that the HMS
Anvil carried only enough asseult craft on board for three com-
panies, The asasuit boats for Company M and Battalion Head~
quarters came from other ships in the tranaport area., At the
time of 1oad1ng'thefe was & lot of loud yelling from coxswalns
to the ship to determine whether or not they had come to the
right place. The nolse and confusion did not in any wey tip
off our arrival to the enemy, as the transport area was 25,000
yerds from shore, As the troops loaded there were calls of
"good luck” from their new-found British buddies.

The assault craft circled in a rendezvous srea until all

boats were present in their wave and then headed inland., This

(21} Personal knowledge
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was ths stary of the long-swaited moment - "the assault on the
Weat Wall". ,

The DD t#nks started (from 6000 yards out) toward the beach
at H minus 1 hour as they were to be on the beach at H-l minute.
This proved to be a mistake. Due to the rough sea 26 out of the
32 tanks senk as they touched the water. The few that &id reach
shore were almost immediately "knocked out by enemy anti-tank
fire", (22) This disaster had a bad effect on the morale of
the incoming waves of troops. As they approached thls area
they could see a great number of men struggling in the water,
and the assault craft could not stop to rescue them. However,
there wers some British RAF rescue craft darting in and out
smong the assault boats, and they were able to pull some men
aboard and take them back td ships in the transport area.
Naturally, the fire power which had been expected from these
tanks was gone.,

As the first wave approached the beach, Captaln Kimball
Richmond, Company Commender of I Company, radloed that his com-
pany hed been taken to the wrong beach and was somewhere in the
vicinity of PORT-EN-BESSIN. This meant that they could not
land at thelr designated position at H hour, so the boats carry-
ing them were turned around and started back for "Fox Green".
The Battalion Commander, Lt. Col. CHARIES HORNER, ordered
Captaln ANTHONY PRUCUAL, Company Commander of Company K to take
over I Company's mission. This reéulted in Company L's (com-
manded by Captain JOHN ARMELINC) landing alone, as Company K
was 10 minutes behind the first wave. (23) Company L landed

on "Fox Red" beach at 0700 hours, 30 minutes late because of

(23) Personal knowledge
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high seas and poor visibility. (24) (See Map C)

‘Only four assault sections and the Company Headquarters
from Company L landed, as the boat carrying its 4th assault
section capsized shortly after leaving the transport area,
There was no aupporﬁing fire at this time, as the Naval gun-
fire hed already lifted and the DD tanks were either sunk or
"knocked out*. As yet, no other tanks had arrived.

The LOVP'a carrylng L Company stopped short of beach obw-
stacles about 25 yards from dry laﬁd. These obstacles con-
sisted of "Belglian Elements C ob&tacles, height 7!7" and width
8'5%:; German Steel Hegdehogs, helight 5' with Teller mines at-
tached; German Steel Tetrahedra, height 5'; poles sunk in the
ground, and barbed wire. (See IXllustration 1) Most of the
under-water obstacles were mine~capped. Some of the obstacles
did prove an advantage to us in one sense, as they pﬁovidod
cover for the men who were wading ashore under heavy direct
fire, |
| As the men came onto the beach the greatest disappolntment
to them.was discovery that it had not been touched by the alr
bombardment. They had hopes to use the bomb craters as fox~
_holes.v Finding no craters, those men who lived to reach the
beach astarted desperately to dig holes in the sand, but the
high waves filled them with water. The only cover they could
find from the fierce fire was the wreckage scattered on the
beach and the dead bodias-whiéh had floated ashore. Enemy |
machine gan fire was particularly deadly during their first
minutes on the beach,

Tt was later discovered (from remarks made by the first

(24) A-5, p. 95
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Germans captured) that one of the reasons for the wmusually
heavy fire on the beach was the unexpected presence of the
352nd German Infantry Division in the vicinity of COLLEVILLE~
SUR-MER. This division had been moved into position for
maneuvers there on D-Day minus 1, and had all of 1tz guns set
ﬁp and tralned on OMAHA BEACH. This additional fire-power more
than doubled that which was anticipated In pre-invasion plan-
ning. | '

In the drew at Exit F-1 the enemy could be seen and the
naval forward observer in the Battalion Command boat called
for fire from the French crulser the "F,S. Montcalm", This
fire scattered the enemy, after which the naval observer
"walked" the fire up and down the draw. This was the most sc~
curate fire the author has ever wlitnessed.

The sections of L Company were reorganized under a ver-
ticle ¢liff at the edge of the water, where they dlscovered
the loas of their 4th Sectlon in sddition to the losses in-
filected by the enemy to the other sections, Their company
strength was now reduced from 187 to 123 men.

. Upon completlon of the reorganization the company under
command  of Captain ARMELLINC begen to assault the strong polints
on the beach.

While directing this asssult Captain ARMELLINO was serious-
1y wounded and Lisutenant CUTLER took over his commsnd. The
company continued its sction agalnst the enemy's dug-in em-
placements, with sections working as teams and supporting each
other, In the fiérce fighting that ensued Company L suffered
heavy casualties, but fortunately in the confusion of batt;o

1
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elements of the 116th Infantry Regiment and Company F of our
2nd Battalion were landed by mistake on our beach (Fox Green).
They were lmumedlately put into action as reinforcements for L
Company. (See ¥ap C) | |

About this time K Company "touched down", Accurate enemy
machine gun and sniper fire inflicted heavy casualties and
pinned this company down momentarily. While moving the men ine
to firing positions C;ptain PRUCNAL, the company commander, and
Lleutenant BRANDT, his executlive offlcer, were mortally wounded.
Lisutenant ROBINSON, who took over to direct the company across
the beaches, was killed by & sniper, Lieutenant STUMBAUGH re-
organized the troops and pushed forward to the top of the hill
where they joined L Company. (See Map C)

Thege two companies, fighting in sections which had been
previously formed, continued to hold the high ground in spite
of the fact that they were fighting separately because they
were on the extreme left flank of the American forces. These
sectlons made a fine fighting team, but replacing key men in
them was difficult. This difficulty was due to the fact that
members of the sections were specially trained in the use of
wespons not normally used by the infaentry, such as flame-throwers,
bangalore torpedoes, pack charges and pole charges. However,
this difficulty did not hinder the advance of the two companiles,
and a patrol reached the road betwegn LE GRANDE HAMEAU and
COLLEVILLE~-SUR-MER, but was forced by enemy fire to withdraw,
Another patrol reached the town of CABURG, but was surrounded
by 52 enemy troops. {(See Map C) However, unusuel es 1t may
seem, one member of the 3 mgn patrol was a good talker and con=

vineced the Germsans to surrender., (25)
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During this action I Company was returned to its correct
landing point and met with the same difficulties which the
previous companies had encountered on landing. Very few men
were landed, however, as most of the LCAM had swamped on the
way from PORT-EN-BESSIN, This company, now numbering only 17
men, pushed forward and jolned L and K Compsanlea,.

M Company "touched down®™ shortly afterward and although
receiving heevy fire, managed to get ashore with the loss of
only two bosts sunk. This company Jjoined the other units of
the battslion as soon as possible, (See Map C)

Captain EDMONDS, company commander of M Compsny, and
Captain RICHMOND started to reorgenize the battalion. At this
time (which was about 1300 hours) the enemy, supported by
mortar and machine gun fire, counterattacked.

This effort was repulsed, and Lieutenant MONTEITH, who
exposed himself 3o as to direct the defense more effectively,
was killed, For this heroic deed he was awarded the Distin-
guished Service Cross posthumously. (26)

The 3rd Battallon Commender ordered his command boat
ashore at 0830 nours. Because of the confusion of battls and
the wreckage littered on the shore, the boat "touched domn® on
the 2nd Battallon beach, (See Map C) and 1ts occupants were
pinned down by enemy fire for several hours. This Headquarters
group, consisting of the battslion commander, his 8-2, S-3,
Artillery liaison officer, naval forward observer, radio
operators snd linemen, finally managed to cross the beach and
gein shelter in the high ground beyond. Upon reaching this
shelter, the headquarters group discovered that of the original

1567 Tersonal Knowlsdge; statement of Ceptain RINBALL RICH-
MOND, Company Commander of I Company
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35 who had landed from their boat only 15 could be found, This
small group then started off to Join the battallion, but was un-
succesaful for a time because of the enemy pockets of resis-
tance which separated them, anl the lack of any fighting per-
sonnel, (27)

Fighting across open beaches was not a new experience for
the 3rd Battalion, as they had previously taken paﬂ: in the ase~
sault lendings in AFRICA end SICILY. However, both of these
landings had been made at night, and neither of theae heaches
was half so heavily defended as was OMAHA BEACH. Also, the
Normandy beach differed somewhat from the others 1ln that the
beach itself was about 300 yards across and then the ground
rose abruptly to sbout 80 feet. On the eastern edge of "Fox
Green" was a rock cliff about 30 feet high. This feature of
- the terrain offered some cover for the troops once the 300
yards of open beach was crossed.

On the top of this ¢liff the men encountered a new kind
of obstacle in the form of hedgerows. These hedgerows were
about 4 feet high and 3 feet thick, and 4id offer some pro=-
tection, It was later found in trying to advance agalnat the
Germans that they were masters in hedgerow fighting. One of
their favorite tricks was to dig a slot through the bése of
the hedgerowa at each corner and place a machine gun 1ln each
slot 80 as to get grazing crossfire about 6 inches from the
ground.

Being experienced fighting troops, the Companies soon
mastered hedgerow fighting to a degree and pushed forward into
the town df LE GRANDE HAMEAU at 1600 hours. (See Map C) Upon

{27) Personal knowledge
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entering the town, the battalion reorganized end set up an asll-
round defense in a large farm house surrounded by brick walls.
This reorganization showed that the battalion atrength now 7
numbered only 154 men. (28) During the night this small unit
beat back several attempts by the Germans to inflltrate its
position,

Meanwhile, the battalion hesdquarters group had made 1its
way to beach "Fox Green" and the battallon commender had set
up the command post for the night. As it was lmposalible to
tell whether troops in the area were friendly ones or Germsn
patrols infiltrating the area, the command post was set up in
a8 draw near the beach. Fortunately (due to prior plamning)
the radios had been water-proofed and equipped with life jJjackets
before the landing, and communication was possible between.the
battalion commander and the remnants of his bdttalion,

Thus ended the 3rd Battelion's flrst day of actlon in

Normandy.

D-DAY PLUS 1

At dswn, Lieutenant Colonel HORNER (the Battalion Com=
mander) ordered the operationa officer to find the bai;talion,
orgsnize a forward command post, and then send a messenger to
gulde the Battallon Headquarters Group and M Company to that
locatlion, MNeanwhlle, the Battalion Commander was attempting
to contact regiment for further ordérs, énd also organlizing
any men of the 3rd Battallon whom he could find on the beach.
Captain EDMONDS of M Company sent-out men from his company to

plick up sny mortar and machine gun ammunition which they could

(28] Personal knowledge; statement of Captain Kimball Rich~
mond, Company Commander of I Company
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find strewn along the beach., This was the firat lnstance of
re-supply, and was a very difficult one as the beach was still
under very heavy aertillery and mortar fire. Most of the ammnie
tion which was salvaged had been swept onto the beach by the
surf.

Upon locéiing the remmants of the Battalion at LE GRANDRE
HAMEAU, the S~-3 immedliately dispatched a messenger to the rear
battalion command post on the beach. In addition, patrols were
sent out to destroy enemy snipers who were very active and make
ing effective use of the cover afforded by the hedgerows near
our poaitlion in the farm house.

About 1000 hours the Battalion Commander arrived at the
battalion forward command post, He was accompanied by B Com-
pany of the 745th Tank Battalion. The tanks were immediately
assigned the mlssion of spraying with machine gun fire the
hedgerows in the vicinity of our position. This action was
very successful in quieting the enemy snipers and served to
boost the morale of our troops conasiderably.

A lisison officer from the 745th Tank Battallon arrived at
1100 hours to report that Company B of the 745th Tank Battalion
was relieved of attachment to the 3rd Battalion and was attach-
ed effective immediately to the 18th Regimental Combat Team.
The 18th snd 26th Regimental Combat Teams hed landed during
the night and were pushing inland, The informatlon that these
two combat teams were ashore and fighting was vory heartening
to the troops of the 3rd Battallon.

By early afternoon, the remsining members of the Head-
quarters Group and M Company haed made their way to the forward
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battalion position, Not far behind this group replacements
arrived and the battalion again reorganized. At 1800 hours,
the Battalion Commander issued an attack order for the move-
ment eastward toward STE-HORORINE-DES-PERTES. The battallon
was to move in & column of companies, with L Company leading
off and followed in order by Battslion Headquerters, K, I and
M Compenies. Darkness fell as the lead company had covered
about 700 yards toward thelr objective, and Lieutenant Colonel
HORNER ordered the battalion to go into an all«round defense
for the night. The slowness of the battallon advance was
caused by the flerce resistence of smsll pockets of determined
enemy troops. It was necessery to destroy each pocket of re-
sistance so that lines of communication to the beach could be
kept open. This was ezsentisl for the safe evacuation of the

wounded and the resupply of the battalion,

D~DAY PLUS 2

Thelr third day eshore found the 3rd Battalion still move

| ing eastward toward its D«Dsy objectives. Although smell groupa
of enemy continued to offer stubborn resistance from well dug-
in emplacements, the trocps puahéd doggedly forward. Late in
the afterncon STE-HONORINE-DES-PERTES fell to the Battallion.
(See Map D) By this time the 62nd Armored Fleld Artillery Bate-
talion SP hﬁd seven guns aspore end furnished supporting fires
for the battelion., With the coming of this sdditional fire
support snd the clearing of the weather, the spirits of the men
rose considerably. The battalion continued its forward move-

ment end the town of HUPPAIN was also captured. (See Map D)
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With the capture of HUPPAIN the battelion had now ex-
tended its communicstlion lines a distance of approximetely 3
miles. Normally, this &l stence would not be considered ex-
cessive, but it was & difficult one for the battalion because
of the lack of transportation snd the sniper fire which haras-
sed eny vehicles returning to the beach for supplies.

As the 3rd Battellon moved out of HUPPAIN toward the high
ground west of PORT-EN~BESSIN, the Germans lasunched a& counter-
attack. After about thirty minutes of flerce fighting, they
were driven back end the battalion continued on toward 1ts ob=-
jective and occupied the high ground west of PORT-EN-BESSIN.
(See Map D)

Here contact was made with the British 47th Commando Bat-
telion which was recrganizing after an unsuccessful attempt to
capture the port. The Battellion Commander of the 47th re-
quested us to evacuate his wounded before he and his men at-
tempted anotherr"go“, (29) Arrangements were made to evacuate
the wounded back through American channels immediately. In
addition, a forward observer from the 62nd Armorecd Fleld Artil-
lery Battalion SP waz made available to accompany the Commendos
and direct eny supporting artillery fire needed for their at-
tack. This attack "jumped off" and after flerce fighting the
Port fell to the British.

The 3rd Battalion then sent a strong combat patrol to MT,
CAUVIN, approximetely 1% miles south of PORT-EN-BESSIN. Meet-
ing no resistance, this patrol occupled the high ground there,
and made contact with thé lst Battalion of the 26th Regimental
Combat Team, which was in position about 1000 yerds from MT,

(69) Personal knowliedge; statement of the Commending Officer
of the British 47th Commando Battallion
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CAUVIN, (See Map D)

On the 8th of June, the battalion reported to regiment
that its D-Day objectives had been captured. When one con-
siders the flerce enemy resisfance, the great number of casuale-
ties suffered, and the difficulties of supply and evacuaticn,
1t is not remerkeble the 3rd Battselion arrived at its objec~
tives three days late--it 1s amszing that they were successful
in arriving there at all. (30)

During the remasinder of their 3rd day in Ndrmandy, the
battallon was occupied with mopping up scattered enemy resis~

tance in the ares.
D«DAY PLUS 3

All elements of the lst Division were making progress snd
continuing their ettecks on the morning of 9 June. The Regi-
mental Commander gave the 3rd Battslion new orders which con-
fained the mission of clearing enemy resistance up to the Army
boundary from PORT-EN-BESSIN to VAUCELLES, maintaining contact
with the British on the left flank, and organizing defensive
positions in the TOUR-EN-BESSIN sarea. (See_Mep D) The 7th
Field Artillery Battalion was to be in direct support of the
Sfd Battslion for thls ection.

The battalion met only slight resistance and managed to
capture & large number of prisoners. These eneumy troops, have-
ing been caught in a pocket formed by the ses behind them, the
British on their left end the Americens on their right, will-
ingly surrendered.

During the late afternoon, the battalion reached TOUR=-

T30) Personal knowledge
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EN-BESSIK and occupied defensive positiona in the vieinity of
that town. (See Map D) Companies I end L, each with a machine
gun platoon attached, were placed on line: Company K was in
reserve; and, Company M's mortar platoon in aupporﬁ.

With the remainder of the 16th Regimental Combat Team,
the 3rd Battallion was now placed in division reserve., As night
fell, both officers and men for the first time had the con-
viction that the invasion hed been & succeasful one. This was
quite & contrast to the gloomy outlook which most of them had
held after the landings on D-Day.

D=-DAY PLUS 4

During the night snd the next day (June 10th) only locsel
security for the battal;on was employed. The men not occupied
in these securlty measures were glven the chance to shave,
bathe, and clean thelr wespons and uniforma. On? of the enter-
prising doughboye found a source of potatoes (poasibly in the
cellar of a French farm house) and everyone enjoyed a good
breskfast of fried potatoes,

After breekfast, the battalion began tc reorganize again,
During this reorganizastion, the men turned in ell the speclal
egquipment issued for the lendings, such as the flame throwers,
bangalore torpedoces, and pole and satchel charges. The speclal
sections which had been formed for the landing operation were
dissolved and the battallon began to operate on its normal T/0
and E.

Lete in the afternoon, the battalion was alerted for move-

ment and sent to a position nearer the 18th and 26th Reglmental
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Combat Teams, which had by this time advaenced inland esbout 7
miles.

To sum up the results of this action, anyone reviewing
the events of the first five days following the landings on
OMAHA BEACH could have nothing but pralse for the actions of
the men of the 3rd Battalion, 16th Reglmental Combat Team.
Against almost insurmountsl odds, they, as part of the Team,
played a major part in securing the beacbheed and openlng the
main personnel exit for the other units of the 5th Corps. "In-
dividually and collectively the members of the 1lé6th Infantry
Regiment turned threatened catastrophe into a glorious victory
for the American army®™, (31)

The regiment received the Distingulshed Unit Citation for
its gallent efforts on D-Day, and on July 2nd, approxlmately a
month after the invesion, General EISENHOWER himself, ac-
companied by Lt. General OMAR BRADLEY and Najor General LECNARD
GEROW went to the lst Division Command Post in Normandy, to
personally decorate a number of the men who had helped lead the
Americen aesssult on France.,

After pinning on the medals, General EISENHOWER made a
short speech to the men in which he said {(in part) "You are one
of the flnest regimeﬁts in our army. I know your record from
the day you landed in NORTH AFRICA and through SICILY. I lmow
that you want to go home, but I demanded if I came up here that
youn would have td come with me. You've got what 1t takés to
finish the job", (32)

mj A"E’ Pe li§
(32) A-5, p. 114
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ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM

‘1. SUPPLY AND EVACUATION

The important part of any major operation ls the 1ogiati§al
support. This 1s particularly true of an amphibious operation
because of the extended lines of commmicstion and the methods
of transportestion which must be utllized. Supplles must be
loaded on ships, ports should be available for unloading at
the area and trucks should be available to deliver the egqulpment
to supply points.

Allowances nmust be made for the loss of large smounts of
equipment by the_aasaulting waves, To alleviate this loas,
life preservers must be made avellable to be placed on the hand-
carried equipment. This will result in smsaller losses, as any
equipment (such as mortars, machine guns and ammunition for
these weapons) that 1s dropped by the men into the water will
not sink to the bottom but can be towed by them to dry land.

The only means of initlal evacuation of wounded men is the
use of asssult boats which are bringing in succeeding waves of
troops. This 1s undependable and difficult, as the boats may
be destroyed when they touch down and also the wounded men must
be exposed to the firing as they are taken back across the open

beach to be placed into these boats,.

2, NUMBER, TYPES AND USE OF LANDING CRAFT

To avoid confusion in the transport aree, each ship carry-
ing troops for the landing should be equipped with enough land-
ing creft to asccommcdate all of the troops on that particulsr
ship. This would eliminate the confusion caused by bringing
other landing craft to the ship for loading.
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The good characteristics of the British LCA and the
American LCVP should be combined so a3 to perfect a more sult-
able type of landing craft, Thoae features of the LCA which
should be adopted are: (a) its all-around armor ; {(b) 1its
underwater exhausts which mskes for quletnesa in landing, (c)
its low silhounette, and (d) its abllity to be lowered into the
water fully loaded with troops. The best features of the
LCVP are: (a) its speed, (b) seaeworthiness, and (c) 1ts
maneuverabllity.

I believe that the Amerlicen navy should eliminaté the use
of a rendezvous area (going around in a continuous circle until
all boats in the wave have arrived) in assembling their assault
waves, as it only makes the troops more seasick than under
ordinary conditions, The British lower all landing craft from
davits into the water sirmltaneously from both sides of the
transport. The leanding craft then move forward to the bow of

the transport, Join up and head inland.

5«  SUPPORTING ARTILLERY

Self-propelled armored artillery 1s more effective for
use in the initisl landings than stendard artillery. Self-
propelled artillery pleces are able to carry & baslic load of
armunition, their full tracks enable them to cross the sandy
beaches with relative ease, end they are able to go into firing
position immediately. Standaerd artillery must be trenaported
in amphiblous trucks, and in order to carry a basic load of |
emmunition the trucks must be overloaded and consequenitly often

sink in a rough sea. Also, upon resching the beach, the artile
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lery must be 1lifted from the trucks by cranes and this 1s very

time-consuming.
4, DD TANKES

Either the DD tanks must be improved or they must be used
in e different fashion, It was learned through sad experlence
on D=Day that tﬁesa tanks cannot swim 6000 yards to shore in a
rough ses, They should be taken closer to shore before belng
floated or should be improved so that they can maneuver more

successfully through rough water.

5+ REPLACEMENTS

It 18 of vital importance that units being tralned for
an assault landing are kept over-strength while training.
Thus, after the landing, these additional troops can be used
as replecements in positions for which they have already been
especilaslly trained., Also, these men zhould be thoroughly
oriented as to the mission of their units at the same time as

the regular troops are,
6. TRAINING OF MEN IN SPECIAL SECTIONS

Each ﬁan who 1s trained to fight in speclsal assault sec-~
tions with speclal weapons should be familiarized with the use
of all other weapons in his section, Thus, every man in a
pafticular section 1s able to take over and capably handle the
job of any other member of the section. This 1s important so
that such weapons as the flame-thrower will not be out of ac~-
tion should the man who is armed with it become a casualty.

This system was followsed to a small extent during the trailning
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for the asssult landings in Normandy.

7. THE DEFENSE OF THE ENEMY

The enemy viclated the principals of defense in that he
had no defense 1In depth and noc reserves get aside to counter-
attack, He maintalned large concentrations of %troops on hls
main line of defense and this factor made the initlal landing
and the breakthrough more difficult. Howevér, once his posl-
tion was breached, our troops met only weak and acattered enemy
resistance in proceeding inland.

I believe that this was one of the leading factors in the

success of establishing the beachhead at OMAHA.
LESSONS

1. An important procedure to remember in successfully
supplying an amphibious operation is the water-proofing of a8
much equipment as possible and sattaching life preservers to
the hand-cafried equlipment.

2. We would have a more suitable type of landing craft
1f we woﬁid.cqmbina”the best characteristics of the Britlsh
LCA and those of our LCVP. Also, we should adopt the British
method of loading and assembling assault boats.

3. Self-propelled armored artillery 1is much more effece-
tive for use in the initial landings than standard artillery.

4, DD tanks must ﬁe improved or must be uaed in a dif-
ferent manner 1f they are to give effective support to troops
in an assaulf landing.

5. Whenever possible, replacements for units participat-

ing in assault landings should receive identlcal speclalized
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tzgig;pg at the same time as the regular troops in these unlts.
6+ Each men who is trained to fight in a speclal assault
section sﬁould be familiafized with 2]l the weapons used so
that he can tﬁke over and capably handle the job of any other
member of that sectlon.
7. To successfully defend any arsa you must have defense

in depth and reserve forces must be set aside to counterattack.
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