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THE OPERATIONS OF GOMPANY G, 327TH GLIDER INFANTRY
(1013T AIRBORNE DIVISION} IN HOLLAND
18 SEPTEMBER -~ 15 O(QTOBER 1944
(Personal Experlence of a Company Commander)
INTRODUCTION |

This monograph covers the operations of Company G,
327th Glider Infantry, in its initlal landings in Holland
on_18 89ptember 1944; and the subsequent sotlons through
15 October 1944.

After the D Day landings and the campalgn in Normandy,
the 327th Glider Infantry was returned to it's base camp
near Reading;,mngland, during the middle of July 1944, The
next few weeks was a pefiod devoted to rebullding the units
' to their pre-D Day fighting effioiency. New Equipment was
lssued to cover battle losses. Former members of the Comp-
any, who had recovered from wounds recelived in Normandy, re-
joined the uﬁit. Replacements wers recelved, aufflcient'to
fill vacancles and to bring the company to approximately
twenty per cent overatrenéth. Within a month the company
had completéa training 1n small unit problems designed to
1ntegraté the new men into the fighting team. Following
this, the unlts were taken on tactical glider flights 1in
connection with field problems to thoroughly famlllarize
the men with airborné tactics and inculcate the aggressive
apirit eo:essential to the individual and unit for.success-
ful vertical envelopment., (1)

The'ﬁable of organization for a glider unlt at that
tlme was sueh that 1t had an 1nf1uence'on tactlce. In
- order to understand thls sesming departure from some of
the principles of tactlcs, ag will be seen later, Lt will
be necessary to be familiar with the unit compoeltion.
Formally, the regiment had only two battalions, but one
battallon of the 40lgt Glider Infantry wase added, thus

(L) Personal knowledge, self., A-2, p. 7.



making three. The anti-tank protection for the regiment,
other thgn indlvldual antli-tank weapons, was provided by
two plateons of 37mm anti-tank guns within Headquarters
Company. There was nelther a Cannon Company nor an Anti- |
tank Company. |

Each.battalion was compoasd of three rifle companies
and a Bettalion Hesdquarters Company which had as an inte-
gral part, the heavy weapons of the battalion. These were
organized into one mortar platoon of six squads wlith asix
8lmm mortars, and oné machine gun platoon of four squaaé,
sach armed with one heavy machine gun. (2)

_ The 3lider Rlfle Company had an authorized strength
of one hundred and fifty enllated men and five offlcers.
The company was organlzed into headquarters sectlon, two
rifle platoona, and a weapons platoon, .Each rifle platoon
contalned three rifle squads and one 60mm mortar squad.
The wéapéns platoon was divided into two sectlions of two
squads each, One section:had as its pfincipal weapons
two 60mm mortars. The other section had two light machine
guns, | |

PREPARATION FOR OPERATION "MARKETH °

On 11 September 1944, the Divislion was alerted for
a missioﬁ. The units were lssued a warning order %o be-
prepared to move %o departure airdromes within forty-elght
hours. During this time, all the individual equipment of
the men, except that to be ﬁaken into battle, was packed
and stored along with organizational equipment that was
to-be left behind, The kitchen peraonnel was deslghated
to go on the seaborne echelon and the truck for that element

loaded., jBaéic and individual loads of ammunitlon were

(2) Personal knowledge, self. Statement, Capt James F. Adams.
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drawn and readled for transportation to the departure
fields where it would be broken down. (3)

.The company was aaslgned fifteeﬁ gliders for the
flight. The personnel was broken down into tactical
gliqer groups, usually a squad plus extrsa men from Company
Headquarte:s. The company baslo.load of emmunition was
| divided among the gliders, bearing in mind the type of
ammunl tion needed by the personnel of thaf glider and
the maximum allowable pay load. Using this information,
manifeéts were prepared for eadh of the gliders,'listing
the ?ersonnei by name, rank, and serial number; and amounts,
welght and type of ammunition and extra equipmeﬂt to be
carried.. The manifest, also, designatéd which glider seats
were to be occupled and the station at which each item was
to be.lashed to place the center of gravity of the total
load at the propef station to insure correct flight.

On 15 Sept, the 24 Battallon, 327th Glider Infantry
was moved to 1its departufe airdrome at Membury, near Hunger-
ford, England. (4) During the time spent at the alrport,
the ammunition was dlstributed to the troops, gliders were
loaded and 1aahed; Bfitish Pounds.werg;exchanged for Dutch
Guilders, and the company officers and men were briefed on
Operation "Market!, The Job thus far was almost routlne.
\Since'the retufn from Normandy, this same procedure had
been followed for three migslons that dld not materialize;
Operations, "Transfigure®, "linnet!, and "Comet®. (5)

BRIEFING AND MISSION
The German sltuation slnce the break through-at Sf.

Lo had been far from favorable. By September, they had
been pushed out of the major part of France and Belgium,

~with the northern flank generally parallellng fthe Excaudt

(3, 4) A-2, p. 14, (5) A&-2, p. &,



and Albert Canals to the Scheldt Estuary on the English
Channel. :(6) |

Opefation WMarket" was an ambitlous plan to cut north
through Holland, from the British front to Arnhem in two or
three days, a distance of sixty-four miles. Thls was to be
accomplished by dropping the 101lst and the 824 Alrborne
Diviesions, the British lst Alrborne Division and a Follsh.
Brigade at points along the forty-nine mlle stretch of
road extending from_Eindhovén to Arnhem, Holland. The
purpose ror.unrolling this gtretoh of road was to allow
'the adﬁanae of armor and other units of the Britlsh XXX
corpé from Arnhem further north to the Zuyder Zee, hitting
the coast 1n the vieinity of Ngnepect. (7)

The hdvantages to be gained were; first, a thrust
through the north would out flank the Salgfried Line and
place the Allied Armies in a position to paur out 8cr088
the Westphallan Plaln and move south to the Ruhr or east
to Berllin; second, the German forces in western Holland
would be ilsolated, thue preventing thelr movement into
Germany to reinforce the Selgfried Line; third, to éecure
ghorter supply lines and prevent the Germans from waglng
a dampaign slow and costly to the Allles by establishing
guccegslive llnes along the many canals and fthree major
rivers yet to be crossed. (8, 9)

‘The mission of the 101st Alrborne Divielon was %o
selze the'city of Elndhoven, the bridge over the‘W1lhelmina
Canal nea& Zon, the bridges over the Aa River and the Will-
ems Vaart;canal_at Veghel. In order to accomplish this
mlsalon, the division would necessarily have to hold these
towns and the major road nets leading into the corridor a-

long sixteen miles of this vital road. This could ke done
(6) A‘B, po_ 10 (7) A"l, po 5, 60 A-—5, p_. lo_(g’ 9) A"'l, po 44
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with the troopa avallable only by setting up perimeter
_defensee around these key polnts mentioned, and using

pert of the forces for strong offensive action to keep
.the enemy off ‘balance. (10)

o The 824 Airborne Division was assigned similar mlss-
1ohe along the eorridor from Grave through Nij)megen and
the bridge across the Wael River. The British lst Alr-
borne Division and the Polish Brigade were to land in
the vicinity of Arnhem, to take that c¢ity and the bridge
across the Neder Rijn River. This would complete the
securihg of the forty-nine mile cerridor from Elndhoven
to Arnhem for the passage of the British XXX Corpe.

The 24 Battalion, B327th Glider Infantry was to leave
Ehgland on D plus 1, and come in on the LZ (Landing Zons)
between the town of Zon and Best, Initially, 1t was to
gerve aa part of the Divislon reserve.

| TERRAIN

'The.terrain over which the inltlal operations of the
327th Glider Infantry was to take place was as flat as
the proverbial.panceke. Although the contour interval
was ten metsrs, no dlfference in.eleVation could be shown
for the triangular area, St. Oedenrode, Zon and Best.
éhis was characteristic of the entire area for operation
ﬁMarket" wlth the execeptlon of the ares near Nijmegen.'
Woods dot the area but the only resl forest that affected
'the‘operation was the Zonsche Forest along the Wilhelmina

| Ganal between ZOnland Best,

. The canals formed the major water barriers of the
arga aleng with the Waml, the Neder Rijn and the Maas
Rivers., .These rivere so draln that the watere of one

may flow into the other. Tanks were road~bound primarily
- {10} A-l, p. 6, 7. A-2, p. 12, A4-4, p. Z.
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bedauae they could cross these canals and rivers only

at the rnéd bridges. When 1t became expedient for them
to lash out through the fields, they were generally able to
do so. The roads were good though usually not wlde enough
to comfortably accommodate two-way traffloc. (11)

| FLIGRT INTO HOLLAND

On D Day, 17 Beptember, elemehts of the Parachute
| Regimentg.of the 101st Division were flown into Holland.

On 18 September, D Day plwe 1, the weather was warm
and clear except for a'fog that was dlsslpated during
the mlddle of the moraing. 1I% was good flylng wéather..
The 24 Battalion, 327th Glider Infantry, at its departure
alrfleld at Membery, England, moved to the runway that
was to be used for the take-off. Here the gliders had been
pulled close together in two rows, one on either side of
and at the end of the runway. Company ¢ divided into
Igllder groups and each group moved to 1ts respective glider.
| Ground crews of the Troop Carrier Command began ate
taching the long tow ropes to the gliders., As each (C-47
tug éhip ﬁheeled on the runwéy a tow rope was fastened
to 1%, and thus each succesive glider began 1te long flight
into Holland, = The planes and gliders circled into formation
and set-oﬁt oﬁ the most northerly route %hat had heen
cho sen for Operation "Market®, (12)

‘The flight over England and the channel wag unevent-
ful, As the formation passed over the Dutcb Coast, the
unarmed tow planesa and gliders were éubjected to sporadic
enemy fire from small arms and flak. This continued until

the landihg zone was reached, (13)

(11) A-1, p. 10. (12) Personal knowledge, self. A-2, P.
11, 19. (13) Personal knowledge, self.
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The LZ (Landing Zone) was a flat open fleld roughly
two miles long and g mile wlde with the long axls running
eanst and west. (See Map #2). The LZ was located northwest
of Zon near the Wilhelmina Canal. (14) |

The-glider train approached the LZ from the west and
flew over the assembly area at the eastern end where the
gliders out loose from the tow plane. The gliders then
circled and about half of the Companhy G gliders landed at
the western end of the 17z, two miles from the battalion.
agsembly area. Th;s.wdb at 1530 hours, about three hours
"and fifteen minutes after the t&ke off.in England., (15)

‘Laending is one of the most eritical periods for a.
glider.unit. The men came out of the gllders as quickly
as possible, taking up a'perimeter defense until it could
be determined whether or not the field was under eneny fire.
Small arms and mortar flre could be heard in the dlstance
but none in the immediate vioinlty. (18)

The Company Commander called for a report on the
number of gliders that landed in that vieinity, Orders
were lssued for the men to assgemble. Whiie this was being
done, the captain oriented himseelf on the ground. (17)

Only about half of each platoon and Company Head-
quarters could be located. ' These were moved to the bat-
talion assembly area. About a half hour later, the re-
mainder of the company was brought in.by Lt. Stanley
Morris, leader of the first platoon. They had landed about
one mile from the remainder of the company. (18) :

__Aﬁ_this time a complete report from each gllder was.
recelved and a gtrength report subﬁitted to Battalloen Head-
quarters. All fifteen gliders of Company G had landed safe-

(14) A-4, Annex 4-A. (1B) A-4, p. 2. (16, 17) Eye Witness,
self, (18) Statement of officers and men to self,
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1y._ However, practically'all had been hit by small cal-
iber fire or flak during flight. One glider had been
éaved by the quick thinking membera of a mortaf squed,
who quickly extinguished a fire that was started when
small arms fire hit the load of mortar ammunition. (19)
The only baaualties were two men killed by shell fragments
from an anti-airoraft shell that exploded bealde the
- glider in which they were ri&ing. (20)
Immediately after landing the battallon was alerted
| to ald the BO24 Parachute Regliment in Llts attack on Best
and to assist in the protection of the landing zone. How-
ever, no move waé ordered that night. (21)
SITUATION ON D PLUS 2

Early in the morning of 19 September, 1t was evident

that the initial mission of the Divislon had besn accomp-

1ished., Tanke and motorized units of the Britieh XXX Corps

formed o steady stream of traffic moving north on the road
to Arnhem. Thls meant that the 5068th Parachute Regiment
had captured Elndhoven, and the corridor was open for
gsome distance up the road. (22)
Elements of the 5024 Parachute Reglment were having
a Gifficult time of carrying out its mlesion of'capturing
the town of Best, which was vital approach to the corrider
from the west. In the two days past, the Germans had had
gufficient time to move reserves and bring in addipional
troops. This increased pressure was manifest in the much
slower prbgresa and harder fighting for those unlts of the
Divislon st11l advancing. Other units were having to re-
pulse repeated counter attacks. (23)
| The elements of the 5024 assigned to the mission of

(19).Statement bf officers and men to self. (20) Statement
of officers and men to self, Personal knowledge, self, (
A-1l, p. B0. (R2) A-1, p. 51. (23) A-1, p. B6,

~10m
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holding Best had been forced baok several hundred yards
from the town. (See Map#2) (24).

| During the mornlng, Colonel Ray Allen, Commander of
the 3d Baﬁtalion, 327th (lider Infantry, was ordered to
move with hils Battellion to the assistance of Company H,
of the 5024, near Best. Leavlng hls battallon with hlsg
executive officer to move'up, Colonel Allen hurried ahead
t0 the 5Q2d CP. While on the way, he atumbled upon a
group of two hundred Gefmans marching south to reinforce
those 1n_the vieinity of Best. Colonel Allen called hls
pattalion as agulckly as posslible and deployed 1t in order
to delay this group. Howevef the Germans, sensling danger,
gave up thelr formatlon and hurried on. It% 1s belleved
that many of them moved into the Zonsche Forest. (2B)

General Higgins, Assistant Divigion Commander, was
placed in the command of the combined forces to clear the
Germang out of the ares north of the Canal and road, To
accomplish this, the 5024, assisted by British tanks of
the XXX Corps would place 1te flank on the highway east
of Best and drive south to the Canal. To capture the
groups of Germans known to be in the Zongche Forest, the
24 Battallion, 327th Glider Infantry would push two smaller
forces weet and south from Oud Meer, a small lake in the
forest, Together theae forces would c¢rush the enemy agalnst
the Canal., (26) .

Malor Roy L. Inman, Commander of the 24 Battallon,
moved the battallion from its reserve poslition at the south
eastern édgg of the landing zone west to the woods north
of the Oud Meer. At this point the battélion was halted

and commanders of Companles F and G were called to the R

(24) A-1l, p. 56. (25) A-1, p. B3, (26) A~l, p. 60,
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Battalion CP to reoei%e the order for carrylng out 1lts
migsion. In the order Major Inman stated that Intelli-
gence had reported a group of Germans, between fifty and
five hundred strong, were known to be in the area to Dbe
covered, Hls plan of attack was to deploy Company F a-
long a front wlth 1ts left flank near the Oud Meer, ex-
tendling west shout flfteen hundred yards. S8Strong points
were to be'organized at critical polints. Thiq would form
a holding force ahd a base for the attack'of Company G.
(27) |

Comﬁany & was to form in two striking forces and
sweep the area between the positions held by Company F
and the Cangl. The heavy machline gun platoon was to fur-
nish covering fire for Company Gas 1t moved across the
elght huﬁdred yard area, near_the lakse, to the edge of
the forest. (8ee Map #2) (28) |

The Company & Gommandér made arrangements for an
additional S8.C.R. 300 Radio to be furnished his company.
After a brisf reconnalsance, fhé;qOmpany order was issued
to platoon leaders who had been notified to meet at a polnt
north of the lake. (20)

The plan of maneu;er was for the lst platooh, under
Lt. 8tanley J. Morrlson, to move through the right flank
of Gompaﬁy F, south to the Canal, thus forming the right
half of an eveloping force. The left half of the force was
composed by the second and the weapons platoon under the
Company Gommander. (30)

Since a mortar squad was an organlc part of the first
- platoon no attachment was made to that unit. However, check
poilnta were laid out along each route go that supporting
(27).Eye'ﬁ1tness, self, (28) Eyewitness, self, and Capt

" Elie J. Ganier, 0O, Oo F. (29) Personal knowledge, self.
(30) A-1, p. 60. '
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8lmm mortar fire could be called for by elther of The
gnveloping forces in case 1t was desired., BSince the
dletance between the two forces would likely be bayond'
the range of the SCR 500 Radlo, the SCR 300 that had
been secured from Battallon was glven to the 1st plat-
oon. (31)

The heévy machine guns of Headquarters Company mov-
ed %to thelr posiltion and the two groups of Company & mov-
ed to thelr respectlve lines of departure. At 140C hours,
under cover of heavy machine gun flre, both forces moved
off in attack. (32)

The left half of the enveloping force reached the
adge of the forest wlthout encountering fire. The woods
wag 80 dense that 1t necessitated the movement of the unit
in one flle on either slde of the flre break that led
through the foreast. Flank guards could operate only sa
few yards off the trail and etlll maintaln contact with
the unlt., (33) |

- Thig force advanced to a polnt about 500 yards from
the Canal at whlch polnt the leading elements came undser
heavy machine gun fire ahd gome rifle fire, Thls was
apparently coming from an arsa lmmedlately in front of a
cross trall, The Company Commander called for two company
machine guns to be brought up. Sensing that this was a
road bloqk, he planned to have one rifle squad and the
machine guns to form a base of fire. The remaining two
rifle squads were to be used fo flank the German poeltions,
with one to move in froﬁ the east and the other from the
wast, The order for this move wag issued fo Lt. Frank

(31) Personal knlwledge, self. (32) A-l, p. 60. (33)
Eye witnesa, self.
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Hibbard, bommander of the 24 ﬁlatoon. (34)

In epite of the denseness of the woods, the flank-
ing squads moved through in good order. When the cross
trall was hit each squad turned into the center, qulekly |
closing in on the enemy force, thus striking the positions
from the rear. The strong polnt was reduced without
cagualties to Company G. (3B)

A8 a result of this actlon two enemy had been killed,
several had been wounded, and twenty-four prlsonera were
taken., (38) _

Having knocked out this position, the unite were re-
organlzed, a repoft waalmade to Colonel Inmah, and the
move was oontlinued to the Canal. Here several addltlional
priaonerezﬁere taken., (37) | |

The force turned west along the Canal and came upon
geveral large buildings in a clearing, the company object-
_ive; Thé 24 platoon was broken into smaller units to comb
~ through these. This brought about a second serles of cap-
tures. The majorlty of the prisoners were flaeing from
the infantry-tank attack of the 5024 farther west. (38)

The other wing of the Company ¢ dragnet, the lat pla-
toon, under Lt. Morrison, was stopped almost immedlately by
enemy-améll-arma fire when 1t crossed the line of departure.
The platoon deployed and pléced all available fire on the
enemy positions. The Germans were forced back. The pla-
tOOn.moved along the designated route., It stlll recelved s
spﬁradicffire but no reeistance was sncountered sufficient
to oheck ite advance. The company was jolned in the wegt-
ern edge of the clearing on the Canal, (39}

With the company together, the commander organized a
(34) Eye witness, self. (35) A-1, p. 61. (36, 37) Personal
knowledge, self. (38) A-1l, p. 62. (39) Statement of Lt
Morrison and men to self. : _
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perimeter, The Germans were apparently so disorganized
that 1t was thought safe to send out small groups to
more thoroughly comb the area. One prisoner was sent
shead of each group to call to hle comnrads to surrender.
With geveral rifles at hla back, the German felt 1T ex-
pédient to carry out this order, Prisoners were belng
brought in so frequently that it was 1mpoasibie to sparse
gnough men to send them to the rear, _Thérefore, a small
PW cage was set up wlthin the company perimeter where the
prlsoners were searched for weapons as they were brought
in., (40)

Abouf dusk, the-company rejolned the battalion. As
a result of the afternoons actlon a hundred and fifty-nine
prlsoners were taken without a casualty to Company G. (41)

D plus 3, 20 September,.company G was called upon to
perform a mlsslon similar to that of the previous day.
This time 1t was to move west'from the e¢learing on the
Canal, through the remainder of the forest to contact the
5024 Parachute Infantry. This unit had set up defensive
posltions in the western edge of the forest, facing Best,
upon completion of its mission the previous day. (42)

To accomplish thlis mission, the Company Commandef
lasued orders for the same plan of maneuver as that used
the previous day, 19 September. One rifle platoon with
 the weapons platooﬁ moved along the firebreak generally
paralleling the Canal and about four hundred yards to the
north. The remaining rifle platoon proceeded along the
firebreask sbout thres hundred yards north of the left ele-
ment. Bach wing of the force was organized into small
groupa'to:comb the area to its flank, (43)

Proceeding in this manner, Company & moved about two

(40, 41) A-1, p. 62. (42, 43) Personal knowledge, self.
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- kllometers thrOugh the forest wlthout meeting enemy
reslstance or taking‘prisoners.. Contact was made with

tﬁe 502d during mid afternoon. 8Shortly after this a
messafe was recelved from Colonel Inman to return the
company to ﬁhe oclearing from which the move had started.
The company.was formed in a column of platoons and quickly
reached the clearing. (44)

Colonel Inman issued orders for the battalion to .
take up a defensive position. This position was to face
-west and extend from the Canal generally'north albng the .
améll dlke which ran through fhe ¢learing. The right |
flank of the'battalion was to be néar the edge of landing
zone MU, (45)

 The sector for Company G was to extend from the Canal
north for thirteen hundred meters where it would Joln the
left flank of Company F. Company ? was asslgned the remalnd-
er of the battallon aedtof. (486)

One of the major problema'of a company commander weg
the organization_of the front with;adequate gtrength and
. 85111 have support sufficlent to cope with evén a minor
bfeak through. In thig case both rifle plﬁtoons were
placed on line with the machine guns of the weapons platoon,
placed to cover the most likely avenue of spproach. It was '
imposslble for these two guns to lay the fina} protective
flres aoross ﬁhe entlre company front. Thie proﬁective
firs was arranged for by having BAR's so placed that they‘
would gceompliah & greater part of this mlsslon,. The
basics of Company Headquarters were organized a8 the re-
gerve under Lt. Al Regenburg, the Company Executive Officer.
(47)

(44 45, 48) Personal knowledge, self. {(47) Personal Know-
ledge, self. Statement Lt. AL Regenburg, Co. Executive O.
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_ The orgenization of this position was completed
near dark and held without incident until the morning
of D pius 5, 22 Beptember, _
THE_ACTION NEAR VEGHEL

The pattern of the German actions which characterized
the first fifteen days of fighting in this section could
be clearly seen. Apparently the enemy had insufficlent
: troopd to force a decleive actlon, Wlth many small forceé,
he hlt the corridor at several polnts almost simultaneously.
.If an actlon was not.almost immediately successful, the
units were withdrawn to strike again at another point.

However, the German bulld up of troops along the
corridor was inereasing each day.' Thué fér, elements of
the followlng enemy unlte had been identifled as being in
- the Dilviéion area: 1l07th Panzer Grenadliers, the 280th As-
sault Gun Brigade, the 347th Infantry and the 59%h Infantry.
| (28) N _ .

With the g1d of the Duteh uhderground, the Division
@-2 was alded in keepihg abreast of the enemy_build up and
reggrouplng. With thls khowledge, the Division commander
‘was able in many 1nstances to shift his own forces to counter
enemy threats, {(49) |

The advance of the British units on the flanks of the
corridor made itfpossible to withdraw unlts of the 10lat
‘Division from Elndhoven and other polnts. Thesé troops were
usged to gtrengthen some positlons and to oceupy others that
heretofore had béen.unguarded bedause of the extended front.

The Dutech reported large numbers of troops to the east
and west of the Corridor. Anticipating an attack near Uden

and Veghel, General Maxwell Taylor ordered the 506th Para-

(48) A-1, p. 125, 126, (49) a-1, p. 126,
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chute Regiment moved to Uden, where no trodps had been
before, and the 327th Glider Infantry moved to Veghel 1o
strengthen its defenses. The defense of Veghel ﬁag placed
under the command of General Anthony B. McAullffe. (50)

The 327th Glider Infantry passed the IP at 1000 hours
on itg;move to Veghel, When the column reached 3t. Oeden-
rode,IOolonel.Joseph Harper, the Reglmental Commander, learn-
. ed that the at%ack on Veghel had already materlalized. All
'gvailable regimental traneportafion was gathered in which
two companies of the 3d Battallon and other reglmental troops
were rushed to Veghel where they were committed. The 2d
Battalion arrived in Veghel about an hour before dark and
~was ordered into reservé in the town. Thelr posltion was
a large open area adjacent to the maln Chufch of theée town.
(s1) | |
| As the battallon moved through the streets of Veghel,
1% was notlced that the naﬁives were moving off the streets
. and seeklng shelter. Soon after Company &, the leading unit
of the'battalion,'reached the area an-enemy artillefy
barrage was lald on the area and streets obcupied by most of
the battalilon, The barragé continued for epproximately
thirty minutes. It is believed by the writer that due to
laok of observation from outslde the town and the intenelty
of the.fire; an enemy artillefy obgerver had infiltrated to
that viecinity and was direoting the fire. (52)
| Due to the movément of small groups from the area, the
battallon wae scattered, but under cover of darkness, it ‘
was assembled and moved to a new area on the southwestern
edge of town. Here & feport was recelved from the platoons
of Bompany G, and it was learned thét twenty-one casualties
in that company alone had resulted fromthe shelllng. (53)

tso; A-1, p. 127, 129, (51) A-1, p. 129. (52) A-1, p. 132.
(53) Personal knowledge, self. _ :
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| Duripé the day the Germansg had made attacks on Veghel
from the horth, the east, and southeast. The corrldor was
cut early between Veghel and Ugden. However, 1t was report-
ed recpened on 23 September,
D PIUS 6, 23 SEPTEMBER

During the morning and early afternoon of 23 Septem-
ber the men of Company G had an opportunity to thoroughly
clean thelr weapons. The Company Commander reorganized"
the'company. All the basics were required to fill Vacancies
caused by casualtles in the platoons. (54)

The Germans agaln made séveral attacks on Veghel. One
of these came from the southeast sgalnst elements of the
501st Parachute Infantry. Part of thls actlon could bee
seen by ths men of Gombany G from thelr reserve pogition,
(85)

Shortly after 1615 hours, 23 SBeptember, a message was
recelved from Battalion Headquarters to alert the company
for a misgion_and for the Company Commander to report to
the CP for orders. The Commander of Company G met with
~other unit commanders at the Battalion CP about 1630 houra,
At 1645 hours, the Battalion Commander returned from 327th
'Regimental OP and issued his orders, (56)

The enemy situatlion was vague. Our own troops held
a perimeter'on the outsklrts of Veghel.

The Battallon was.to attack in a column of companles,
moving from ite position west, %o a point about six hundred
yards south of Veghel. Hefe the battalion would strike a-
stride the road runhing east past Veghel and advance to an
objectlve.on the right flank of unite of the BOlst Parachute
Infantry astride the road to Erp. This was the area from

(64) Personal knowlsdge, self. (55) A-1, p. 135. (56) Eye
wltnesse, self, ' _
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whleh the Germans had made sn attack the previous day

and again'that.morning. The followlng morning, the battal-
ilon was tb_continue the attack -to Erp to drive out any
enemy and capture the bridges on the roads leading thrdugh
Erp to Veghel. OQompany G was to be the reserve company
for the initial operatlon and send out patrols to protect
the right.flank of the battallon. (57)

It was previously stated the Battalion Commander ar-
rived from.the regiment af 1645 hours. Five minutes were
required for the issuing of his order. The battalion was
to cross the 1line of departure at 1700, This sllowed ten
minutes for the lesuance of orders %o companies, forming
the battalion and moving to the line of departure. It was
accompllahed only by issulng the company orders whlle on:
the move, _

The oquctive to the right of the H0lst was reached
with the battalion recelving only occaslohal sniper fire
on the way. o _

The following morning, 24 September, the battalion
moved out 1n s column of companies‘to capture 1ts final
objective; the town of Erp. Company G formed the advance
guard. The objective was taken wlthout reslstance around
noon: Soon thereafter, the battalion was relieved by a
British unlt and the battallon was ordered to return to
Veghel., (58)

THE SITUATION AT VEGHEL

The Germans for the past three days had made strong
attadka on Veghel. One group had moved across the relatlve-
1y unprotected road in between St. Odenrode and Veghel, To
reopen this corridor required until D plus 9, 26 September.

(67) Personal knowledge, self. (58) Personal knowledge, self.
A—l y po 158.
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In the meantime, the Germans continued thelr attacks on
the town itself, mainly on the north western part of the
| periﬁeter. (59) |

From D plus 7, 24 September, untll D plus 19, 5 Oot-
ober, the company was part of the forces shifted and-emf
ployed to ocope wlth the changing enemy sltuation. However,
during this time, there was no enemy.contact of any im~
pdrtance.- Two successlve defensive posltions on the north-
srn periméter were held for several days. One redonnaiseance
in force was made from the perimeter northwest, between the
Aa River énd the Wililams Vaart Canal, for a dlstance of a-
bout two kllometers wlthout enemy contact. After about two
days in 5 rest area Lln Veghel, the battalion was moved %o
the northwest about seven kllometers where Lt relleved other
units of the Divislon., After two daye here, the battalion
was relleved and moved to RKerde about three kilometefs west
of Veghel, where it was placed in reserve. (60) |

This_period was characterized by a gradual lessenlng
of German pressure and a withdrawal of enemy forces. As
‘Brltlsh unlts advanced on the flank of the corrldor, unlts
of the 101st Alrborne Division were relieved. These wers
sent further north to strengthen the other defenses.

 THE BATTLE OF THE "ISLAND*

~ sbout fifteen kilometers northesst of Nijmegan, the
Rijn Rlver divides, forming the Waal and the Neder RiJ)n
Rivers. These run generally west for roughly'se#enty-five
kilometers where they rejoln, thus forming an lsland which
| ranges 1néwidth from four to flfteen kiiometers. The pro-
tectlon of the western Allled sector on this island was as-
signed %o the 10lst Alrborne Division. The Division left

(59) A-1, p. 182, (60) Eye wiltness, aeslf, Capt James F.
Adams, Hq -Co, 24 Bn. . :
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flank waé to be located in the vieinlty of Dodewaard.
The_line would run qorth across the narrow walst of the
lgland te Opheusden, then east, paralleling the'Neder
RlJn to the vicinity of Drrel. This gave about ten miles
of front to a Division which had suffered twenty three
hundred casualtles without receiving replacements. (61)

Thei506th Parachute Infantry was moved to the lsland
on D plus 16, 2 October, The followlng day, thls regiment
relleved a British unlt that was holding the sector across
the island from Dodewaard to Opheusden. (62)

Unkrnown to elther the Britigh or the 10lst Division,
the Germanes had reconstituted the 3634 Division and sent
1t to the vieinity of Arnhem. This divislon was moved to
Rhenen.and glven the mlsslon of crossing the Neder Rijn
and attaéking_east to cut off "geattered Alrborne unitsth
that were defending the area. Due to the fact that the
bridge at Rhenen was blown, the 363d Division was ferried
across the river and committed in a plecemeal faghlon. (63)

On 2 October, D plus 16, units of the German 3634
Dlvlislon launched attacks on positions held by the 506th
Parachute Infantry. These attacke grew progressively strong-
er for geveral days until the afterncon of 6 October, D
plus 19, the 506th was driven from its positions 1ln Opheusden
and vieinlty. (84)

From its rosition near Eerde, the 23 Battalion, 327th
Glider Infantry was moved to the Island on 6 October with
the original mlesion of relleving addltlonal British unlts
in the vicinity of Elst at dark, The Commander of Company
G with his platoon leadsrs made a reconnalasance of the
area Lo be taken over and made the coordination with the
Britieh unit for 1ts relief. Orders were Lssued to the

5613 A-1, p. 188, (62) A-1, p. 174. (63) A-1, p. 176, 184,
64! A"l’ pq 178. .
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platoon ieadera for this operation but 1t never materiaiized.
(65)

The situation at Opheusden cauéed a change in plans.
The 24 Battalion was relieved from 1ts mission at Elst
and ordefed to form the left'wing of a force that was to
encirele and pinch off the enemy sallent in the 506th lilnes.
These orders were recelved just prlor to darkness. The
Battallon was formed and the march to Hein was atarted. The

march was made without previous reconnalssance or gulde,

. through an area in which the enemy sltuation was uncertaln.

,4ﬂhgﬁiﬂi»

24)

The batfalion arrived in Heln about 0300, 7 October, where 1t
took up a perimeter defense until dawn, (66) |

Early on the morning of 7 October, the Battallon Com-
mander aasembled the Company Commanders and lssued orders
for the battalion to attack in a column of companies with
Company @ leading., The directlon was north astride the-ﬂkﬁal
Hemmen Dodewagrd :

Heman Bodewaard rallroad station. The milsslon was to
clear the Germans from this areé and contlnue the attack
to the north. (87)

The Commander of Coumpany & ordered the company to
attack in a column of platoons, with the lgt platoon lead-
ing, followed by the machine gun sectlon, the mortar sect-
lon and the 24 platoon in that sequence. The lst platoon
was fo clear the bulldings along the road untll it reached
the railroad where 1t would reorganize and be prepared to
continue the attack on order. The 24 platoon was to be
prepared to aasslast the lst platoon or take over 1ts misslon,

See Map iéq-) (68) |

The terraln in this area was extremely flat and low
which required a network of drainage ditches which led 1ln-
(65) A-1, p. 180, 1le4, (66) A-1, p. 183, Eye witness, self.
Captaln James F. Adams, €O, Hq 00, 24 Bn., {67) Eye wltness,
:s%g. Gapt James F. Adams, 00, Hq Co, 24 Bn. (68 Eye witness,
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to small canals. Numerous orchards dotted the area. The

- road leadlng from Heln to the Hemmen Bodewaard Station was.
open oh the western side and flanked on the east by orchards
for about half the dlstance. Here the orchards Joined s
row of houses bullt on elther side of the road for the re-
malnder of the distance to the statlon,

Ags the 1let platoon started ifs move, it became evident
that the entire area was under German observatlion. An in-
tense artlllery barrage was placed on that vicinity. ©Six
men of the first platoon were killed or wounded. To con-
-finue along that route would have necessltated movement
across geveral huﬁdred yards of open terrain., The Commander
of Company G requested and recelved permisslon to swing
to the right and around through the orchards to the east in
order to by pass thig area. The 24 platoon was ordered %o
take over the mission of the let platoon and advance along
the new route., The lst piatoon reverted to a supporf role.

The attack contlinued under light artillery flre, how-
ever the ﬁnit movements could not be observed. At the
pelnt where the orchards Joined the bullt-up area, the pla-
toon began receiving sniper fire. The squeds deployed and
combed through the bulldings to the railroad. In this action
about twenty prlsoners were taken. (69)

The 6ommander reported this progress to the Battallon
'COmmander; who ordered the combany to organize and hold a
position along the rallroad extending west from the road
crossing for'éight hundred meters. Company E was placed on
the left flank and'Company F held in battalion reserve. (70}

Later, on 7 October, the enemy sallent was reduced.
Company E was placed on the new line, facing west and along

{(69) Eye witness, se2lf. (70) Personal knowledge, statement
Gapt Jamesg F. Adams.
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a road crpasing the rallroad about one kllometer west

of the rallroad station. Companles F and G were held in
reserve. (71) |

. Durlng the 4day, the 506th Parachute Infantry was re-
lleved and the sector between the rivers glven to the 327th .
Glider Infantry. Thellst Battalion was placed from Company
£ left to the Neder Rljn and the 34 Battalion from the right
flank of Company E to the Waal. Companies F and G remalned
in Regimehtal Reserve, (72)

30 far during this campsign Company & had suffered
nearly seventy- five casualties. Thieg left the strength
of about ninety men in the company. Each of the two rifle
platoonsg had been reduced to an average of seven men per
rifle squad, and four men in the mortar squad. The satrength
. of the weapons platoon.and the rocket launcher sectlon was
about twenty—éeven men.

The extended front coupled.with the greatly reduced
gtrength of the regiment posed an unusually difficult prob-
lem for all regimental and smaller unit commanders. The
mission of the German 3634 Division had been learned from
PW'a. That misslon was the outting off and destroylng the
Allled forces in the sector held by the regiment.

To asslet the 327th Glider Infantry in its mission of
holding the sector from Dodewaard to Opheusden, the 377th
Field Artillery, the 116th Royal Artillery (British), and |
the 6€lst Recce.(British) were placed in support.

To cover the front in strength sufflclent to repulse
the size df attack that could be expected from an enemy
dlvision, 1t was decided to generally place companies a-
stride roads and other approaches leadihg into the front,
wlth the gaps in between companies covered by machine gun

(71) Personal knowledge, statement Capt James F. Adams.
(72) Personal knowledge, self., A-1, p. 187,
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and aftillery fire., These gaps were 1n several ocases
larger than fivé hundred meters. Even wilth this arrange-
ment 1t was Frequently impbasible to malntaln sufflolent
reserveé. (73}

Throughout the day and night of D plus 22, 8 October,
the Germang used strong combat patrols up to company size_
and larger to feel out new positions., On 9 October, the |
German artillery took on a faster tempo. At 1700 hours,

1% lnereased stlll further %o a stage which Britlsh obser-
vers desdribed as the worst since El Alaméin. ITmmedlately
following the 1ifting of this barrage, an attack was made,
principally agﬁinst the lat Battalion, by a force estimated
at two reglments supperted by tanks. from informstion galned
from PW Ainterrogation. .In gpite of the intenslty of the
attack, 1t was repulaed, Even thougﬁ thig fallure resulted
- in heavy losses, the enemy continued to attack throughout
the night. (74)

On 10 October, Company G was ordered-to,rel;eve Comp~
any E. incladédlin the order was 1nformatiqnlthat had not
been avallgble thug far in the campalign. This was infor~
mation on'supportiﬁg artillery fires. Prior to this.time,
much of the flghting from necesgity had been supﬁorted only
by organic mortars of the companies and battalion.

The relief of Company E was to be effected at 2200
that night, The Company Commander with the platoon leaders
and platoon Sergeants went forward to study the defense of
the position; The two Company Commanders, also, arranged
for the coordination of the relief, _

The p0s1t1on afforded excellent fleldg of fire and
obsgervstlion. However, the front was out by several draln-

(73) Personal knowledge, self, (A-l, p. 189, (74) Personal
knowledge, self, A-1, p, 189, 190,
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age ditches, a rallroed through the center, and a road
through the right flank, Between the right flank and
the next unit, there was a gap of several hundred yards.
The positions were such that both the rifle platoons
were requlred for itas ooverage. (7B)

The Company Commander's orders were that the 1lat
platoon have 1ts left flank near the rallroad and the
right flank seruring the road and covering the gap to 1ts
right. ' _ |
| The 24 platoon was responaible for the approach a-
long the rallroad and to tie in with the unit on the left.
One machine gun with a BAR was placed with the right pla-
toon, its.proteotive fires to be coordlnated with the
second machine gun squad and a BAR on the company laft.

Fach of these guns had the additional mlssion of coverlng
the approaches along the road and the rallroad withih its
sector. A rocket launcher team wasg placed to cover the
tank approach in each platoon area. The platoon mortars
were placed in battery with those of the weapons platoon,
The compahy gupport was composed of the men of Company Head-
guarters plus two 60mm mortar squads which.were assglgned
this duty as a secondary misslon, (78)

At dusk that &fternoon ag carrying parties were bring-
ing up the food, the company ares was shelled, This caused
the rellef of Company E fo be delayed until 2300. However,
“the occupatlon was completed by 2330. (7Y

At about 0130, 11 October, the security slements of
the company were driven in. Soon small arms fire broke out
from left and right of the rallroad. This fire was dlrected
prinelpally agalnst the left and right flanks of the company.

(75)Personal knowledge, sglf. (76) Eye witness, self. (77)
“A-1, p. 191. (77) Eyewltness, self,
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Using the 1hformation given by the platoon leaders on
the enemy location, the.Gompany Commander called for
- and adjuéted artillery fire on the German position, (78)

The fighting grew in intenslty. A group of enemy
worked behind the squad covering the railrosd and opened
fire from a Tlagman's house across the road from the re-
mainder of the Z& platoon.

At thia time, the enemy intentlon became apparent,
Using the fire of the two units to the right and left of
the rallroad, the Germans were %o pin down the company.

A third force, under cover of thles fire, alded by darkness,
and using the rallroad as a gulde, was to move through the
company lines. | |

Lt. Frank Hlbbard had the rocket launcher team move
over and place fire on the flagman's house, thus reduclng
thls threat, However;.another group of eneﬁy, using the
same route, had sacceeded in getting through the lines.
Tﬁese were taken prisoner by the mortar section whlch had
as 1te secondary mission the role of rlfle support for the
company. The fighting continued untll dawn at which time
the attacklng force withdrew.

For the next two days the company remained in this
poslticn, During thig time small enemy patrols were very
actlve and'spofadic artlllery and mortar fire was placed
on the poéitions, but no ﬁajor'activity occured., Hoﬁever,
because of the nature of the German activity, it had been
necessary to malntain one hundred per_cent alert during
the hours of darknesgs and flfty percenE during the déy.

About 0300, 13 Ootober, cbmpany.gfwas relieved from
this posktion. The reserve area which was southwest of"

(78) Eye wltness, self. Statement of Lt Frank Hlbbard,
24 platoon leader. :
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Hemmen was reached Just at»daﬁn. In gplte of the fact
that the men had been three consective days wlth little
sleep, they were immediatley put to work cleaning their
weapons. (79)
That morning around 0900 hours, the Company Commander

wes notified that the 24 Battallon , that night, was to
relieve the 34 ﬁattalion inthe northern side of the Island,
The posltlon to'be occupled by Company G was immediately
east of the town of Opheuéden. The Company Commander: wilth
the piatoon leaders went forward and made the necessary
coordination with the company to be relleved, but 1t was
impoesible to reconnolitre the posltion. The Germans had
constant observation from their lines which ﬁere in some
cases only a hundred yards away. (80) |

The terraln in thls area was very'similar to that of |
the position the company had just moved from. However,
this afforded less cover and any movement made was easily
observed, This prevented even the use of platoon runners
~ during the daylight., (81)

"The right flank was cut by a large dike and a road.
From the right flank to the river, there was about one kilo-
meter of flat, unoccupled grassland reaching to the bank of
the Beder Ri)n. Between Company G and Company E on the
left there was a gap of six hundred meters. (82)

To organize thls position, the Company Commander ordered
the lst platoon %o cover the relatlvely narrow front which
commanded the approach along both the foad and the dlke. A
rocket launcher team and the attached antl-tank gun were
placed to cover these tank approaches. The company light
machine gun sectlon was placed on the company right flank

(7%, 80) Eye witness, self. A-1, p. 192, (8l, 82) Eyewltness, -
gelf,
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and the attached sectlon of heavy machine guns %as placed
on the left flank. Each section had the miéeion of plac=
1nglgqordinated fifes acrogss the company front dnd.to
protect the open flank, The men of headguarters and the
mortar section wefe again organlzed as company support. (83)
- The positiona were occupied'at‘about 2200 hours.,

IThroughout the followlng day, 14 Octobér, what appeared to
be enemy artillery and mortar reglestration flres were placed
on the compeny position., Thls was followed by extremely |
heavy barrages whlch lasted from 1830 to 1700; During this
time the companﬁ Commander requested the British and American
forward obaervers tb alert thelr unlts, Thus, five battal-
- lonsg of artillery were readled for an attack.

The Germanyartlllery was ghifted from Company & to
?lline abput twolhundred yards to its rear, Immedlately
' féllpwing-the 11fting of the artillefy, the Germans attack-
ed across the entire front., A P gun_lay.direct fire on the
machine guns on the right flank.

' The supporting artillery fires were called for and

fivé battalions completely blanketed the fronf. In.spite
of this,:the enemy worked up.through the drainage ditches
to points so close to the position that both sides used
hand grenades. Here the attack bogged down. |

Several minutesxlater, 5 new threat developed as the
enemy attempted to maneuver a second force through the gap
between Gompany G and Company E. The Company Commander
called for the machine gun Ffires covering thls area, and
asked that about half the artillery fire be shifted there.
The combinatlon of these fires broke up this threat.

A third enemy force attempted to envelope the right

(83) Personal knowledge,'sélf.



flank. The right sectlon of machine guns had been
;neutralized which necessitated the movement of the company
gupport to help contaln this force. Addltional artillery
fires were requested and placed on this area. (84)

Thus the battle raged until darkness at which time,
the Gérmans wlithdrew with.heavy casualties., From PW ln-
terrogation, it was learned that Company &, with a force
of less than ninety men and with vtoth flanks exposed, had
repulsed an attack of three compasnies, Thls was the last
major action of the Holland Campalgn for Company @. (85)

ANALYSTS AND CRITICISM

In studying thls operation it becomes evident that
the Alrborne units had beeh called on to perform a task
for which they were not designed, that of sustained combat
over & long perlod. The original misslon of securing the
- asglgned séctor of the corridor waa.accomplished but re-

. 1lef within a normal perlod could not be %Tfected because
of the desperate need for additlonal troops. To secure the
corridor within the alloted period required the most exact
planning and aggreésive actlon from the Dlvislon Commander
5o the.squad 1eader.-

0f those polnts which might be critized the followlng
are the most outstanding; First; the Company Commandelr,
Gompany & was not informed of, nor dld he request infor-
matlion on the plan for glider landings on the LZ. Had thls
information been secured, glider loadlngs could have been
arrgnged-to give greater tactical unity on landlng. A~
nother posgibllity is that plans could have been made for
the company to land in the same general area.

Second: During the flrst weeks of.fighting the comp—
anieé rarely receilved informatlon of the enemy that in any

(84) Statement of Officers and Enlisted Men to CO. (Personal
knowledge). (85) Eye witness, self. A~l, p. 192.



way assisted in exeouting a misslon, This was a result

of the failure of small unit commanders to adedquabtely re-
port such information and of the higher unite to pass down
that which was known. A result of this was that prior
plang for execution of a migslon could not be made. A
Battalion‘gg'company was forced to launch the attack then
Torm the plan of maneuver as the enemy sltuatlon was de-
veloped. |

Third: On several occasions, insufficient time was

allowed unit commanders to correctly lssue orders before
an attack., This resulted 1n a loss of part of the aggresg-
ive splrit.

Fourth: .The Germans vlolated the princlpal of mass by
committing small forces at scattered points. At the beginn-
ing of the campalgn, the Germans might have been able to de-
feat the Allied fTorces in detall if thelr small forces had
been comblned for a declsive action at succesgslive objeét-
ives.

Fifth: The German planning was 6onsidered faulty. The
extended deﬁloyment of Alrborne unlts along the corridor
must have made their migslon apparent. The accompll shment
of this mission could have been greatly endangered by plac-
ing forces across the road at undefended polnts thus foreing
the Alrborne units to attack, which requlres greater strength.
This, also, would serve ﬁo_weaken the defense of key polnts
by drawing strength away. | | _

To sum up the results of this campalgn: Gompany D had
participated in the followlng types of actlon; the company
in attack, the company as an interior unit in the defense,
the company in defense with both flanks exposed, and a re-
conngiasance in force. Durlng these actlons, it had taken

& greater number of prlsonsrg than ite own initlal strength,
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and many other enemy had been killed. The company had
| often been subjected to an extremely heavy barrage, had
repulaged the attack of three companies supported by tanks;
and by prompt use of artillery fire and shifting support
elements had prevented its flank from velng turned.

| LE3SONS

dome of the lessong learned from this operation are:

Firat. Surprise ls mandatory in vertical envelopment
for forces t&x;édﬁfe ébjectives before béing atﬁacked by
unlte sgupported by tanks and artillery.

gecond, The mental and physical condition of the men
in an Alrborne ﬁ£i£”ﬁﬁ;t be such that they can bear hot.
only the hardships éf the Inltial actlion hut are prepared
to continue combat for 1ong perlods. Even though it is
inﬁénded ﬁhaﬁ the Alrborne units be relleved upon the com-
pletion of its original mission, experience has proved that
circumstances usually diectate thelr contlnued use.

Third. 8ince replacements are not recelved during
combat, each soldler must be proficlent with several weapons
so that agpéaéualties oceur, the maximum fire power and
efficlency can be maintalned.,

Four, Organiﬁational Table of EQuipment should be
such that changes of lndlvidual and crew served weapons
could be varied.to méet requirements of speclal operatlions.

Five, Opportunlty should be given to Alrborne units
to absorb and”tféin repiacements between operatlons in order
to instlll 1nd1viduai initiative and an agresgive spirit so
essentlal for this type of coﬁbat.

8ix. More emphasis should he placea on the training
of mortar créws and other battalkon créw—served weapons to
insgure quioker supporting fire., This is egpecially important
slnce artillery is aften not avallasble during the initial
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landings.

Seven, Unit reorganization and redistribution of
ammunition shﬁaiﬁ be gcarried out whenever time permits,

Elght., With well trained troops, the aggresaivenesa
and inltiative exhiblted 17@xcut1ng an action 1ls in direct
prOportion %o the soundneas of the plan and thelr knowledge
of the situation and plans.

Nine. Because of heavb casualtles among small unit:
~leaders, there should be at) least three men quallified and
trained for.éach rating. ‘

Ten. The details of glider landing plans on the LZ

are essential to small unlst commgnders for planning oper-

ations at the time of landihg, and to prevent confusion.



