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INTRODUCTION

ihis mqnograﬁh deals with the operations of the 2nd Battalion,
28th Infantry, 8th Infantry Division, in the Ruhr Pocket during the
peried 30 karch to 5 April 1945,

In order that the reader may have a better perspective of this
operation, a review of events leading up to the_encirciement and
capture of the industrial Runhr Valley seems desirable.

Un 7 liarch 1945 the railway bridge across the ithine River at
Remagen was capturea intact by elements of the 9th Armored Division
operating in the zone of the First Army., Inasmuch as the Bhine was
considered by military experts to be the greatest water obstacle in
western Zurope, the importance of this event needs no elaboration. The
fact that the possibility of such an occurrence had not been overlooked
enablec the American forces to effect an immediate and steady build-up
of troops within the bridgehead in spite of intense artillery fire and
frequent air attacks directed by tiie ememy upon the bridge itself. as
2 matter of fact, the bridge sustained some direct artillery hits which
necessitated suspension of traffic over it at times and contributed to
the weakening of the structure so that it finally collapsed under its
own weight on 17 Karch, However, by this date other bridges and ferries
had already been put into operation in the area of the bridgehead. (1)

By R4 karch the bridgehead had been expanued so that .its perimeter
ran éenerally along the line junction of inine and Sieg Rivers ~ Buisdorf -
Uckerath - iWindhan - Berscheid, thence generally soutn to the Fhine again
near Neuweid. (See Map A) ''he next day, 25 March, First Army launched a
coordinated attack to effect a break-out from the bridgehead. This at-

tack, which was made by three Corps, VII Corps on the left, III Corps in

(1) A—l, P. 19, 21, 24, 26, 27’ 28’ 54; A—-Q, p' 248



the center, and V Corps .on the right, was continued to accomplish the
First Army mission defined by a letter of instruction datec &b Larch
from lwelfth arny Group, thait of seizing a bridgehead from the Rhine
along the Sieg ver to Siegen ana thence souih to Giessen,  (dee
hép 4) By 28 larch some units had reached the eastern objective, the
line between sSiegen amd Glessen, -(2)
ihile operations continued in the Remagen bridgehead, units of
Ywenty-first irmy Group, on the night of 235 ¥arch, launched a river-
crossing assault farther down the hine in the vicinity offﬂgsel.
This assault was augmented on 24 karch by Allied airborne landings
east of the ithine in the same general area. Uperations in this bridge-
head were successful though less spectacular than in the Remagen bridge-
nead, The area was interlaced by numerous waterways over which many
bridges had been destroyed. However, on 28 Narch enemy resistance be-
gan to disintegrate and more rapid advances were made by Twenty-first
Aarmy Group. (3)
By 25 March certain factors had become evident wirich were to in-
fluence further operations. Those factors may be suwamarized as follows:
(a) After the bridgehead had been established at
Ramagen it seemed likely to the enemy that the main Allied
force would be directed to the northeast across the dieg
Aiver and to the rear of .the Ruhr area. (4)'
(b, As a result of the above estimate by the epemy,
comparatively stiffer:resistance was encountered on ithe
north flank of the First Army, indicating that more rapid
progress could be made on the right. (&)
(c) Although advances in the anglo-American bridge-
nead to the north had been slower initially, the increased

(2) a-1, kap No. 15 A-l, p. 41, 43, and 47 (5) A-2, p. 255 and 257;
11—5, P 41, 4:2._’ and- 43 (4.) A—(‘S, p. 37 (5) A—l’ P« 48 -



tempo of Qpefations in that area beginning on 28 Farch,

plus the availability of an excellent road net in the

zone of iwelfth Army Group, indicated that an encircle-

ment of the Ruhr Valley and an early 1ink-up with units

of the Ninth Army were poséible. (8)

Whereas the previous plan of First Army was to advancé to the
northeast in the direction of Kassel, plans were now made to attack
almost due north from the Siegen - (Giessen line. Accordingly, on 29
karch, the 3rd Armored Uivision, operabting under VII Corps, sprang
out from the vicinity of Marovurg, and on 1 April made contact with
elements of TX Corps of Kinth Army at_Lippstadt. (7)

From a strategie point of view, the situatioﬁ, with relation to
the pocket thus created, was more or less "cut and dried." ‘he great
industrial HRuhr Valley had been cut off from the rest of Uermany, and

S

the estimated 150,000 troops trapped therein were lost to the enemy for
the remainder of the war, (Actually the number of troops in the pocket
proved to be nearer 350,000 and comprised more than one third of the-
 German forces on the western front;} However, from a tactical stand-
point, the Ruhr Pocket meant a state of fluid warfare, in the true
sense of the word, from the time the encirclement was completed until
all eneny troops therein had been killed or taken priscner. (8)

Uperations within the.Pocket were characterized by the following:

(a) Bold advances by American units, operating

usually at battalion strength, and often as even smaller

forces, making rapid advances and paying somewhat less

than normal heed to protection of their flanks and rear.

(b} Delaying action by the enemy, varying all the
way from very feeble.resistance to an almost fanatlc

(6) 4-1, p. 48; A-3, p. 41, 42 (7} A-1, p. 48, 51; 4=3, p. 42



determination to hold oeccupied positions.
{(c) Repeated local enemy counterattacks, also of

vaﬁying intensity, usually of company strength' or smaller,

and often supported by sruor, |

In summarizing eﬁénts leading up to the operation with which wé
are concerned, the most significant factor to note is the fluid situ-
ation which resulted from the encirclement of the iuhr Valley - par-
ticularly from the standpoint of tactical operations by the lower
ecnelons. The operation to be discussec herein will support this
statement. |

THA GENWRAL SITUATION

sxeept for the last few days of %he operations thus far considered,
the 8th Jivision lwed occupied positions on the west bank of the Hhine
south.of Cologne, un 20 Iarch the Uivision was relieved by the 86th
Division, and the following day, after crossing the lthine soutin of
gonn, the 28tk Infantry relieved slements of the 1lst Uivision in the
zone of VII Corps. In so doing the regiment went inte the line approx—
iretely three milss south of the sieg diver on the right flank of the
78th Division, which at this tine held a line extending.about 30 miles
along the south bank of the same river. Concurrently the 1lst Division
sideslippred to the east and went into action on the right flank of the
gih Jivision. (9)

The relief of the 1st Uivision elerents in the zone assigned to the
ond Battalion, 28th Infantry, was compleied 1n thé late afternoon of
29 Farch. The troops of the 1st Division in this area, apparently an-
ticipating relief, had temporarily lost contact with the eneny and
could supply no information of value as to his dispositions. the

battalion commander, desirous of regaining contact and of learning as

(8) a-1, p. 46 and 493 &4-5, p. R06



much as possgible ahout the enemy, promptly ordersd motorized and foot
patrols out to the front in an attempt to locate him, (10)

Reports by these patrols, wihich had probed to within aboul fifteen
hundred yards of the Sieg Aiver without encountering any resistance;
indicated that the assigned area south of the river could be cleared
vith no difficulty. However, operations that night were limited, and
the troops occupied srmall villages between the river and the line on
which relief of the lst Jivision had been completed., Flans were made
for the continuation of operations: the next day. (11)

TEARAIN ANALYSIS

Before carrying the discussion of operations further, a brief
analysis of the terrain in this area:will serve to beneflt the reader.

To the military eye, the most important terrain feature in the
zone of the 2nd Battalion is the Sieg RAiver, The terrain on either
éide of the river is charaéterized by steep hills rising abruptly from
the river.itself. Numerous tributaries have cut deep ravines between.
the hills, which are, for the most part, thickly wooded by evergreen
trees. Normally the river, in most places, 1s less than [ifty yards
wide and there are numerocus places where it could be forded in spite
of its steep banks. However, during periods of frequent or heavy rains -
and such conditions prevailed during tue period of this operation - the
river reaches [flood stages rapidly.

An excellent highway parallels the river on the north side and a
double track railroad weaves tnrough the narrow valley, crossing and
recrossing the river at many points. Both the road and railrozad con-
nect many industrial towns in the valley of thé Sieg, and there is an
excellent road net in the area in spite of the rough terrain., The only
town in the 2nd Battalion zone worthy of mention, other than for this

small-scale operation, is iissen, where there is 4 sizable marshalling

(10) Personal uxperience (11) Personal cxperience



yard, a railroad roundhouse, and several small industrial plants.
There are, héwever, many small villages in the area.

from a military standpoint, the terrain is particularly well
adapted to defense. The treeg-covered hills, which are criss-crossed
by firebresks, offer plenty of cover and concealment as well as good
long-range cobservation. Un tne other hand, there are many covered
routes which would be avallable to an attacker and his observation,
naturally, would compare favorzbly wiin the defender's. 4ll points
congidered, the advantage of Lhe terrain lies vith the defender.

lTHE MISSION

At this time, 30 warch, the mission of VII Corps was to continue

the attack to the nofth to contact the Hinth United States Army. ‘the
Corps had‘no left boundary east of the rhine, and the main effort was
being made on the Corps' right flank., The mission of the 8th Jivision
was slmply to attack to clear ithe enemy from’ tlie area within its zone.
The zmone of the 26th Infantry was approximately 10 miles wice, and of
this the 2nd Batialion was eéssiened the left 4% miles, roughly, :hiich
actually contained about & miles of river line. 'lhe lst Battalion was
“assizned the remainder of the regimental front, vhile the ¥rd 3attalion
wias gn reserve.  (See Tap B)

Cin Firtherance of its wission, the 2nd Battalion, during the day-
1lizlit heers of 50 karch, clearew tiw encuy from the area within its
zone with the exception of the town of disssn. Axlensive patrolling
was carriec out, reconnaissances - ure nade, key terrain features were
outpostad, arc plans were formulated for a night attack on Jissen.

THE NIGHT ATTACK ON WISSEN

“his attack was planned by the battalion commander, and ne ac-
companied the troops inte the town, lhough only a rifle company par-

ticipated in the attack, which was exccuted in accoeraance with the plan.



At about 2000 hours Company "F4, accompanied also by an artillery
forward observer, moved from its assembly area west of Altenbrende-
bach in a column of platoons and proceeded northwest along the road
to Schonstein, passing through 2 road block which had been established
by elements of Cowpanies "G" and "H"., (Foint "AM, Xap C) Upon reach-
ing Schonstein the company.turned left, climped the steep hill to the
southieast of Wissen, skirting the town, and proceeded along the road
into town from the south. Jurprise was gained and the compary was in
the tovm before they were discoversd. TIhere was only a small amount
of firing, and several lerman prisoners were taken, mostly in groups
of two's or tarce's moving about the tovn. shortly after the presence
of the Americans was discovered heavy urbtillery snd mortar fire began
falling in'Nissen.quater thiat nizht tvo patrols crossed the river in
the vicirity of Schonstein. ‘The first, crossing at about 2200 hours,
{Zoute ¥, lap C) reached the line of buildings on the far bank, met no
opposition, and returned. Iot satisficd wiith the meager information
this patrel brought hack, the battalion commander ordered a second
patrol dispatched. This one crossed at the same point (Route Q, kap U)
atlabout 0100 hours, resched the railroad track, and then proceeded
dovmstrean along the tracks to the roundhouse, where it received con-
siderable smzll arms fire. It then returned, bringing informstion of
rore value than had been gathered by the first patrol. In the first
place, it ascertained that all bridges across the river in this area
had been destroyed with the exception of a small footbridge alcngside
the railroad bridge. oecondly, it reported that the river could not
be forded by vehicles of any type, and, thirdly, the presence of the
enemy on the far shore was established. (12)

‘he next rorning "F" Company, with one platoon of heavy machine
(12) Statement of Lt. k. B. Westhoff, Bn. 5-2, 5 Jan. 483 Statement of

Capt. Tugh Fischer, Commander "H" Conpany, 4 Jan. 48; and Statement of
Capt. H. P. hiesterly, Commander "s" Company, ¢ Jan, 48



guns attached, and utilizing motorized patrols, completed the clear-
ing of that portion of the town smuth of the river, taking several
more prisonmers in the process. Arrangements were made Lo maintalin
contact with the 78$h Division by patrols east of Wissen. (12)

THE SITUATION ON 31 MAKHCH

hus by the morning of 31 March the enemy had been cleared from
the 2nd Battalion zone south of the Sieg River. The troops were dis-
posed as follows: (See Map C) "s" Company, with one machine gun pla-
toon attached, was manning a series of outposts on key terrain features
east of iissen and south of the river, "F" Company, with one machine
gun platoon attached, was occupying Wissen. uGit Gompary was in reserve
in the vicinity of Altenbrendebach,‘where the battalion CP and aid
station wefe located, while "H" Company, less two heavy machine gun
platoons, was located on the edge of Schonstein. A& battalion observa- .
tion post had been established in the area held by "s&t Company. With
these dispositions, and by intensive patrolling, it was planned to
hold the ground within the assigned zone,

THE MNEW NISSION

e situation of the 2nd Babtalion, 28th Infantry, at this time,
spread as it was over a broad front, seeﬁed to dictate that its role
would be one of holding the river line just reached, However, such a
role was to be of short duration. During the late afternoon of 21
Farch, the 8th Division recelved a new mission, that of pushing across
the Sieg River to establish a bridgehead in order that the east - west
foad along the river could be used. In a message from Headquarters,
g8th Infantry Division, dated 311830 March, the 28th Infantry was given
its mission. Briefly the task assigned to this regiment was to cross
fhe Sieg River during the night of %1 karch - 1 April, seize the high
(12) Enowledged acquired by conversation with participating personnel

at the time of the operation and statement by Capt. Hugh Fischer,
Commander "H" Company, 4 Jan. 48
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ground between the Sieg and BrolHRivers, (the latter being a tributary
of the Sieg,,jﬁining it at Wissen) ahd be é;epared to- continue to seize
the high ground to the northeast. No bridging equipment was to be avail-
able to the regiment and no engineer suppoft above one atbached platoon

(

could be expected; (13}

THE ReGIMENTAL PLAN

L

The regiMental commander issued his attack order at approximately
2030 hours, 31 March. His plan, briefly stated, was as follows:
1., "ithe Znd Battalion on the left of thé regimental
‘sector ﬁas ordered to cross the Sieg River in the vicinity
of Wissen, seizerand hold the north section of Wissen n&w‘
occupied by the enemy, seize and hold *Hill 3R1' and be
prepared to coniinue the attack to the north., No efforts
wera to bé made to hold the ground between Wissen and 'Hill
321 (14)
2. The 3rd Battalion was to pass through the line
now held by the 1st Battalion, cross the river west of
Betzdorf, seize the high ground north of the river in tha : Jaaﬁfg)
area and be prepared to continue the atfack to the north. ?kis)
3. ‘The 1st Battalion was to hold iis present positions,
assist the 3rd Battalion in its crosgsing, and be prepared to
¢ross the river in the vicinity of Kirchen the following
night to seize the high ground north of the river in that
area. (18) (Sﬁ( faiin’ Eﬁ
4, "Gannon Company was attached to the supporting
Field hrtillery." (17) ' |
5. "Anbi-Tank Company and the I & R Platoon remained
under regimental control.” (18) |

(1z) A~B5; A-7, p. 65; 4-8, p. 8 (14) A-8, p. 9 (15) 4-8, p. 9
(16} 48, p. 9 and 10 (17) 4-8, p. 10 (18) &-8, p. 10
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©. "Une platoon of Lompany‘fB', 6%4 tank vestroycr
sattalion, was attached to eack battalion." (19)
7. "lime of attack for the 2nd Battalion was set
for 2500 hours., kissions of both the Rnd and 3rd pat-
talions were to be accomplished by daylisght 1 april 1945." (20)
8. Mheo artillery nreparation would be fired ex-
cept on call of the baltalion commander.m  (21)

PLAN OF THE 2ND BATTALION

the battalion commander of the 2rd Battalion issued his attack
order at approximately 2130 hours. Uue to the fact that there had been
no opportunity for a detailed reconnaissance, and since there was litile
time remaining before the attack was scheduled, the plan of attack was
nacessarily simple. ‘the crossing site selected was the footbridge which
had been ciscovered tne previous night., "3" Company, witn one heavy
machine gun platoon atutacined, was to cross first, followed by "¥Y Gompany.
these corpanies were to attack in column along a trail which a map recon-
naissance indicated would lead along the nose of the ridge to Hill 321,
nit Gompany, with one heavy machine gun platoon attached, was to move
from 1ts positions on the high ground south of the river, leaving cne
small outpost there, and hold Wissen after "# Company crossed the river.
The mortar platoon of "H" Company was to remain in battery positiions in
the vicinity of Schonstein to support "i" Company. There was to be no
artillery preparation. (22)

THE RIVER GROSSING

" As was to be expected under the circumstances, the attack was ap-
proximately 80 minutes late jumping off. Immediately upon crossing the

river "G" Company encountered hostile small arms fire from the railroad

yards. This was shortly followed by mortar fire directed at ithe crossing

(18, 20, 21) A-8, p. 10 (22} Personal Knowledge; Statement of Capt. H, P.

liesterly, Commander "E" Company, 9 Jan, 1948; Statement of Capt. Hugh
Fischer, Commander "H" Company, 4 Jan., 1948

- 12 -



site, Iilowever, the crossing continued, and slow but steady progress
was made as the intensity of the small arms fire decreased. The inac-
curacy of the maps in use, plus the fact that numerous fire breaks
joined the trail at varying angles, made maintenance of direction dif-
ficult. This condition was partially ofiset, however, by the conforma-
tion of the terrain, a map recomnaissance having revealed that an ad-
vance up the nose of the ridge would lead 1o the objective. Several
automatic weapons were encounterec along the trail, but these withdrew
in the face of marching fire by the leading elements of "G Company.
The objective was reached at approximately 0230 hours and a form of all-
around defense was established. Each company was disposed in a horseshoe;
shaped line, with "G" Uompény on the eastern portion of Hill 321 and "F"
Company on the western part.‘ The battalion observation post (mofe fre-
quently referred to by the 2nd Battalion as the forward Commard Post) was
located in a house which was situated in a saddle between the comparny
positions., (See Map D) No attempt had been made to lay wire forward; but
it was laid from the OF to the two companies. (23) |

"EN Company, in the meantime, occupied positions previously held by
WFt Company in Wissen. The battalion command post was also moved info
the tovn. From the time the crossiﬁg began the town was subjected to
intense artillery and mortar fire; and aftef the building which housed
the command post recelved two or three direct hits, thls inmstallation was
moved again at approximately 0300 hours to Schonstein. (24}

THE COUNTERATTACK

Vhen radio contact was again established with the forward command

group, it was learmed that the forward Observation Post was being counter-
attacked. At about 0330 hours a group of about 70 Germans arbushed and
captured a small outpost about 250 yards south of the forward OP. They
(23) Knowledgsd acquired by the writer from participants at the time of
the operation; statement of Capt. H. P. Hesterly 9 Jan., 19483 statement
of Capb. Hugh Fischer 4 Jan. 1948; statement of Lt. M. B. Westhoff 5 Jan.

1948 (24) Personal Knowledge; Statement of Capt. H. P. Hesterly 9 Jan.
1648
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then surrounded the building in which the command group was housed and
closed in from all sides simultaneously. The guards outside the build-
ing were overpowered before they had an oppertunity to resist or give an
alarm. while some of the enemy entered the house to capture the person-
nel inside, others located the telephone line to "F" Company, which they
promptly cut. Another group outside the building found the antenna of
the artillery liaison radio which was protruding from a window and, in
their efforts to pull the radio out through the window, engaged in a tug-
of-war with the Artillery Liaison Officer, ‘he latter found himself on
the losing sicde as he was captured from the rear by the group of Germans
who had entered the building. Tihe remaining Americans in the house,iby
this time, had been arcused and began barricading doors leading into other
roonms. _Realizing‘that they were outnumbered and that to employ their
weapons would mean suicide, they vi thheld thelr fire.- The barricades
were eventually reduced by the Germans and the assembling and disarming
of Americans began. During this confusion, however, the battalion com-
mander managed to reach the telephone to "Gh Company, which the Germans
had overlocked.

"Start shooting,® was his command to the lieutenant who answered.

mihere do you wani us to shoot?" tne lieutenant asked.

"] don't give a damn where you shobt, but start shooting. The
Krauts have tne CP surrounded," was the battalion commander's reply.

In the meantime the Americans were béing herded into the basement
of the building. The battalion commander, realizing that there was
nothing to lose, decided to carry nis ruse to the limit by telling the
Germans that there was no point in taking the Arericans prisoner - that
they themselves were surrounded. While this discussion was in progress,
the "start shooting" command was complied withland the firing began.

Simultaneously an American soldier in the attic, which the Germans had

- 14 -



failed to search, dropsed a hand grenade out the window into the midst
of the eneny below, killing and wounding several of thém. Also anotner
rlatoon of "Gt Company, waiich had becn alerted, began to arrive on the
scene and the Gernans conceded that it was they who were surrounded.
The situation wes then reversed, and th: remaining Germans, nuwtbering
about fifty, were placed in the cellar., uhe ul, of course, resumed
operations, (25)

OPaRATICHS 1 ~FRIL W0 4 AFRIL

Shortly after davm that morning, 1 april, approximately a platoon
of the eneuy energed from the woods about S0U yards northeast of Wissen
woving toward the town, They werse observed by some 81 mm mortar observ-
ers who quickly brought a heavy concentration of fire down upon them,
the Gerrans dispersed ana withdrew inte the woods. Houever, fearing
thet this was only a reconnaissance patrol and that a counterattack
would socon follow, the battslion commander ordered wEn Gompany to with-
draw from Jfissen and take up positions in schonstein. The expected
attack did not materialize, ard the entire area remained comparatively
quiet for the remainder of the day. (R6)

During the day a racio relay station was established at the rear
OF location south of the river. (See kap D) This was necessitated by
difficulty in maintaining racio conmunications with the forward elements,
a condition apparently due to the irregularities of the terrain. From
this relay station, with brief exceptions, radio contact was thereafter
continuously maintained with all units of the battalion. (27)

Also plans were made on 1 April to get food and ammunition to the
troops north of the river. fhe battalion S-4 made a reconnaissance of
the river line and selected a route forward. A crossing site was chosen
about 2500 yards due south of liill 321. From this point a gravel road
(25) Knowledge acquired by the vriter at the time of the operation;
statement of Lt. k. B. Jjesthoff § Jan, 1948 (26) Personal Knowledge;
Statement of Capt. H. P. Hesterly, vommander nEN Company, 9 Jan. 1948;

Statement of Capt. Hugh rischer, Uommander MY Company, ¢ Jan. 1948
(27) Pefsonal Knowledge
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extended about half way to the troop location and a trail continued into
the position. (See Map D} Several considerations influenced the‘selection
of this supply route. Some of these were as follows:
{a) A crossing site which was fordable by vehicles
was very desirable for the evacuation of the wounded as well
as for hauling supplies forward.
(b) The route followed by the troops in the initial

crossing could not be used because of the absence of a sult-

able crossing point, the ruggedness of the terrain, and tne

known presence of the enemy along the route.

(c) It was known that resupply would have to be carried

out during the hcurs of darkness. The route selected, in ad-

dition to being the most direct route, would be the easiest to

follow. (28)

As a result of the Severe attack by the enewy on the forward Ubser-
vation Post the battalion commander ordered one platoon from "&" Company
to join Companies " and "G" on Hill 321 on the night of 1 April. ‘this
platoon was to follow the supply route selected by the 5-4 and was to
move {orward with the carrying party to protect it apainst an expected
attack., Upon arrival on the hill it was to be attached to "F" Company. (29)

The platoon and carrying party departed from the high ground scuth
of the river at approximately 2CC0 hours. They progressed without inci-
dent until they reached a point approximately half way betwcen the river
and Hill 321. Theré-they were nit by an attack by eneng‘ihfantry from
tae woods to their left flank. Fortunalely tids attack was not carried
out as aggressively as the attack on tae UF; however, in repelling it a
vortion of the supglies were sbandoned. (30) ‘

Shortly aifter daﬁn tre following morning, 2 april, the enemy launched
(28) personal Xnowledge (29) Statement of Capt. f. F. Mesterly, Gon-
rander Co. "E", @ Jan, 1948; Fersonal Znowledge (30) Xnowledge ac-

quired by converssilon with participating personnel at time of the
cperation :

- 16 -



a second atbtack on the forward 0P, This attack, of approximately
company strength, came from ihe sonthwest and was pushed vigorously
for approximatsly an hour, ‘he enem? suffered over fifty per cent
casualtigé, znd the last German to carry on was killed approxirately
25 yards from the building as he prepared to fire a panzerfaust into
the observation post. (1)

The remainder of the day was comparatively quilet on Hill 32l.
liowever, our patrols cperating in #issen discovered that the enemy
had apain occupied the town, presumably having come in during the
night from either the sonthwest or from the north. Accordingly, "i"
Coripany, lecss one ﬁlgtoon, was orcered to retazke and occupy the town,
which it did =ith little difficulty. (32)

Meanwhile é prisoner captured by the returning carrying party
stated upon interrogation that a force of about 70C (ermans was in
the woods O the west of the supply route and that they planned to
seize the supply route after dark on the night of 2 April. It was
difficult to credit the enemy vwith such a large number of troops in
that area, but the battalion commander did not‘feel that the report
could be ignored. Since he did not feel that he could afford to em-
ploy any troops of his battalion to counter this thrust he requested
the regimental commander to furnish reinforcements, At this time all

hree.battalions of the 28th Infantty were engaging the enemy north of
tlie river, Hawever; the mine platocn of the anti~-Tank Company was
made available, Also one section of guadruple-mount Cal. .50 anti;
sircraft guns was placed at the disposal of the battalion commander
for that night to use as he saw {it. (33)

in accordance with the prearranged plan for the employment of
these troops, the mine platoon crossed the river at approximately
(31) Statement of Lt. ¥. B. Westhoff, Bn. -2, 5 Jan. 1948

(32) statement of Capt. H. P. Hesterly, Commander "a%! Co., g Jan, 1948
(33) Personal knowledge; Statement of Lt. 1. B. liesthoff 5 Jan. 1948
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2145 hours and proceeded without incident along the supply route to
the group of bulldings where the gravel road ended. Here they organ-
ized a defensive position in and around the buildings, (See kap D)
This platoon was also to act as a counteratbacking force in case the
carrying party was attacked. The anti-aircraft guns moved into posi-
tion on the high ground south of the river (Map D) and, from fire data
computed during daylight, sprayed for aﬁout fifteen minutes the area
pointed out by the priscner to be the location of the Germans who were
to cut the supply line. %he anticipated attack did not materialize.
Another prisoner captured by the mine platoon the following morning
verified the report that the attack had been planned. However, he
stated that there had been only 100 to 150 Germans in the area and
| that the proposed attack had been cancelled after the anti-aircraft
guns had been fired. He gave as a secondary reason why the plan was
not executed the fact that the only‘officer with the group had with-
drawn to the north earlier in the night. Upon being questioneu further
as to the effect of the firing, the prisoner stated that féw casualties
had resulted but that it had caused a great deal of confusion, a further
lowering of morale, and an increased fear among the iroops. de indi-
cated that the large volume of tracers which ricocheted in all direc-
tions was the greatest contributing factor in the effect of the fire. (34)

THE ATTACK ON BRUCKHOLE

By the night of 3 &pril enemy activity in the vicinity of Hill 321
had decreased and thereafter consisted mainly of patrol action and minor
attacks along the west side of the line held by npn Company. Consider-
able artillery fire still fell on the position. OUn the other hand, enemy
troops had been observed in that portion of fissen north of the river.

To relieve this situation "F" Company was ordered to attack early

(34) Personal Knowledge; Statement of Lt. M. B. Westhoff, Bn. 5=2,
5 Jan. 1948

- 18 -



4 April back dowm the hill by the same route it had gone up. After clear-
ing the enemy from this area it was to relieve "E" Company in Wissen.
"E" Company, less one platoon which was to assume responsibility for the
position vacated by "i#" Compamy, was to cross the river at the footbridge,
attack Bruckhofe from the east, and secure the town.

fxecution of this plan began at dawn on 4 April, "F" Company, at-
tacking down the hill, met no resistance and occupied Wissen with two
platoons south of the river and one platoon north of the river.

uN Company, in the meantime, had started crossing the river at
the same point the initial crossings had been made. Contact was made
with "i'" Company, who furnished a guide to lead the company up the trail
to the east of Bruckhofe. From this trail the company began its attack
through the woods to the west. o resistance was encountered until the
company resched the edze of town, liowever, as the leading troops entered
the town they were greeted by enery srall arms fire which was followed
.shortl; ty heavy artillery an’ rortar fire, The company pressed its at-
tack and farced its way into torm. “he house to house search which fol-
lowed was coupletod whoub dark and the troops began preparations to meat
tine inevitable counterattack. Wi Company had suffered several casualties
during the day anc tnese had to be evacusted over the long route used to
enter the town. (zec vap D) (35)

The Gerrans launched their anticipated attucik shortly after sark,
It was supporbed by heavy ariillery and mortar fire and Tor some time
the eneny was quite stubborn. de succeeded in penetrating the thin de-
fense and again house to house fighting developed. The imericans helad
the tovm, howevef, and captured about 10C prisoners, Casualties suffered
that night could not be evacuated until the following morning. (36])

That day, 5 April, was comparatively qulet until mid-afternoon,

(35, 36) Statement of Capt. H. F. Hesterly, Cormander Co. "i%, 9 Jan. 1948
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when the enemy launched another counterattack to seize Bruckhofe. ‘the
attack came from the north (¥ap D), and in addition to the usual heavy
artillery and mortar support, this attack was supported byltwo tanks,
one of which penetrated the lines held by "E" Cowpaﬁy. Barly in this
attack the artillery forward observer was woundec. ‘[he company execu-
tive officer took over the adjustment of artillery fire and a few well-
placed concentrations dispersed the enery infantry. Jhe tanks, having
lost their close-in protection, withdrew. (37,

This counterattack had no sooner been repulsed than ithe company was
ordered to withdraw to Wissen as soon as darkness would permit, Hére the
battalion was to assemble, éat, and entruck for a movement preparatory to
launching an attack in a new area the following day. (38)

The 8th Division had passed to operational céntrol of XVIII Corps
(4irborme) at 1200 hours on ? April. Une battalion of the 310th Infantry,
78th Division, under the same Corps, was to relieve the Znd Battalion,
28th Infantry. This relief was not completed by the customary exchiange
of troops on ﬁOSition. At the time the 2nd Battalion entruckec to ac-
complish its sqheduled movement, only the advance party of the reliev-
ing battalion had arrived in the area. (39)

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM

In analyzing these operavions consideration should first be given
to "FY Company's attack on Wissen, thougn ilhis attack, as relateu, may
seem insignificant.

It seemed apparent that eitaer the enemy did not expect a night at-
tack at all or that he had expected it to come along the road paralleling
the river from the west or slong the main road leading into town from
Schonstein., ‘o follow either of these rozds woula have meant to et
Company an attack tnrough a defile and a sweep of the town from end Lo

(37, 58) Statemenf of Capt. H. P. lesterly, Commander g Gompany, © Jan.
1948 (39) A-B; Personal Knowledge
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end in order to clear it. It is certain that during daylight hours,
the enery, from positions on the high ground northeast of Wissen, had
excellent observation on the route selected, and he had apparently
given this factor considerable weight in his defense of the Town

-

against an attack from the south. "F" Company, in making its entry
here, was able to achleve surprise and rapidly gain a foothold in the
center of tovm with 1little effort. ‘he soundness of the béttalion
comnander's plan was thus proved.

The second point worthy of consideration is thie fact that no warn-
ing order for the crossing of the Sieg iver was recelved by the Znd
Battalion, nor, for that matter, as {ar zs could be determined by the
writer, was any varning order rccéivad hy either the regiment or divi-
sion., Just urere this critiéism should be plzced is uncertaing however,
with regerd to this phase of the operation, the Operation RJeport, 8th
Infantry Jivision, states, "A new misd on was received by the gth Infan-
try Division from the First United Stutes Arry late in the afternoon of
21 Larch 1945." At any rate, the troop leaders-and those persormmel vho
rere to make the crossing were denied the opportunity to make a detailed
daylicht reconnaissance, whicii, particularly in an operation of this
sort, is in violation of a very sound principle of tactics. aAltnough
extensive patrolling and comsiderable reconnalssance of the area south
of the river had been carried out during the day, these efforts had
been directed toward an efficient defensive system rather than an offen-
sive river crossing.

In considering the broad aspects of the operations of the 2nd
Sattalion over the period discussed, it would be incorrect to state
that the beitalion was given a mission beyond iis capabilities, Un-
questionably consideration by division and higher headquarters was

given to the generally disorganized condition of the eremy in assigning
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such tasks to the lover echelons of command., It is recognized that full
exploitation of this state of disorganization was desirable and necessary.
However, the stated purpose of the river crossing, that of securing a
bridgehead deep enough to permit use of the east~west highway, leaves
some doubt in the mind of the writer as to whether or not the advantage
thus gained was worth the effort expended. If such were the true purpose
ol the operation, then personal observation shortly after this operation
would indicate that full advantage was not taken of the availability of
tiie road thus gained. There is also some doubt as to whether or not the
urgency of the situation jusbified the ordering of a crossing without
allowing more time for reconnaissance and planning - without so much as
a warning order. 4 more logical reason for the river crossing might have
besn to secure a jumping-off area for the final attack to eliminate the
Ruhr Pocket and thus avoid opening this attack by a river croésing opera-
tion. If this were the purpose of the mission assigned to the 2nd Battal-
ion, its importance would have justified the entlire operation.

there is little room for criticism of the actions or decisions of
personnel participating in these operations, except perhaps the personnel
of the outpost which was captured and the guards around the bullding in
which tihe OF was located. These men were surprisea by such an over-
whelming German force that resistance was hopeless. However, some means
should have been arranged to give a warning in case of such an emergency.
Otherwise all personnel conducted themselves in a very creditable manner.,
he battalion commander is to be commended for his quick thinking in the
awergency which confronted him during the Initial caounterattack on the
Torvard UF in addition to the ranner in which he employed his troops to
nest each nev. situation. ‘he actions of all battalion medical personnel
are torthy of praise. “he normal problems of evacuation of the wounded

were rultiplied many times over since most evacuation had to be carried

- 22 -



out at night, since the troopé were widely disPersed'and since a river,

at times unfordable, lay between the troops and the aid station. luch
credit is also due the supply persomnnel and the carrying parties who did
most of their "pick and siovel work. Food and ammunition were habitually
carried forward at night, and until sufficient protection was placed on the
supply route the carrying parties expected to be and were attackéd on each
trip forward. The fact that some supplies were abandoned reflects no dis-
credit upon them.

The tactical situation also dictated that prisoners be évacuated at
night which posed another problem. sdequate troops to properly guard the
prisoners while en route from the forwara areas to tie Battalion Command
Post could be ill afiorded.

tne final point for analysis concerns the mammer in which the relief
of the 2nd Battalion was conducted. The XVIII Corps (Airborne}, under
which the 8th Division was now operating, nad been given the mission of
cleaning up tne Ruhr Pockei south of the Ruhr River. The all-cut attack
for tne reduction of the Pocket was scheduled to begin at 0600 on © April.
Therefore, when viewed from the corps level, perhaps the withdrawal of
the 2nd Battalion prior to the time the exchange of positions with the
relieving elements had been effected was justified., Certainly the bat-
talion commander had no alternative if ne was to be in position to carry
out his imitial mission in the large scale attack to wipe out the Pocket.
However, it is difficult for the soldier, be he officer or enlisted man,
| at the battalion level or below to conceive such action., A4side from the
foot that a relief thus executed is tactically unsound, there is a great
rmorale factor involved. Troops do not fight hard to gain an objective,
withstand numerous counterattacks to hold it, suffer many casualiies
among their comrades, anc tien puli out and leave the place without won-

dering why they did it. This is sometimes difficult for their leaders to
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explain, particularly on the ground and at the time that such action
oCCUrs. -nlthough the subsequent operations of the relieving unit is
beyond tne scope of this monograph, the following extract from the
Operations Report of First United States Army is quoted.to emphasize
tiie fallacy of such a relief.
"The 78th Division continued the atback north of the

sleg miver., The right flank made advances of about a mile

and a half to the northeast and hac one unit on the ridge

twe miles northneast of Wissen.M
This quotation is frow the report on the operations of 7 aApril, two cays
after the relief of the Znd Battalion,.

LESS0NS LEARNZD

Ire fecllowing peints hignlight the lessons learned from the opera-
tions herein discussed:
1. & well-execuied nigat attack, under the proper c¢ir-

custances, is an effective means of galning lhe necessary
surprise Lo reach an objeciive quickly with a low cost in

e

casualvies.

2. To ba effeciive tue nignt attack need not necussarily

resalt in clearing all troops. fror the objective, but it must

[ SR
gzin a foothold firr enough to insure that tre objective can be
held and celearsd within a short time, perhaps under nors Zoavor-
Wy 3 S - o ‘

able conditions.

3. The issuance of a warning order is of primary importance

[
in any operation and of lhe utmost importance an an operation in-

volving a river crossing.

4, Gomzanders of all echelons must know their eneny. ihis

T T i

an e

includas the ability to make a sound estimate of his state of

training, his morale, and uis combat efficiency. Uertainly the.

=

higher cormanders tock these factors into conmsideration in orcering
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such operations as those just discussed. That the battalion
commander knew his enemy was demonstrated by his actions when
the forward OP was attacked.

5. A counterattack must be executed in acgordance with
a well—conééi;éd‘and preaetermlned plan including alternate
plans.' The counterattacks 1n1t1ated by the Germans were poor-
ly plammed and poorly led, ihey were usually launched with
some determination and were executed aggressively up to a
certain point, but once it became apparent that their plans
were doomed‘to failuré their main course of action was sur-
render.

B Communications gystemswmust P% gegp‘flgxible and
all comm;;I;;;;;gs-personnel mist be zlert to'relaj nessages
vhen necessafy. The establishment of a relay station may be
the simple solution to radio communications difficulties when
units are operating over extensive areas. In this connection
it is often advisable in combat to have on hand one or more
extra radios above those‘authorized by Tables of Urganization
and hqulprent

7. he supportlng Field Artlllery Communications systems

can be put to valuable service by 1nfantry conmanders.

8. The importance of nav1ng as many 1nfantrymen as pos-

R S e,

s e

sible tralned 1n the adJustment of artxllany fire cannot be

overemph351zed
i 4
9. The relief of one unit by another must be so coordi-
o bttt
ik IR b

nated that the unlt belng relleved does ‘not withdraw from its
ot

gl

positions before the relieving troops occupy them.
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