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THE OPERATIONS OF THE 1ST BATTALION, 149TH INFANTRY
(38TH INFANTRY DIVISION) IN THE BATTLE FOR THE BURI
AIR STRIP, LEYTE, P. I., 7~11 DECEMBER 1944
(LEYTE ISLAND CAMPAIGH)

(Personal Experience of a Cempany Commander)

| INTRODUCTION

This momograph covers the cperations of the lst Battalion, 149th
Infantry, 3&th Infantry Divs.aiox;, in the Battle for Buri Air Strip, Leyte,
Philippine Islande, 7-11 December 1944, ‘

The liberation of the Philippines wee of utmost importence to the
successful prosecution of World War II in the Pacific Theater. General
of the Army Dougles MacArtimr's statement "I shall return® became a
reality on 20 October 1944, On that date the X end XKIV Corps of Lieu-
tenant Genere;l Walter Krueger's Sixth Army stormed ashere on 'the eaat,
conet of the Island of Leyte. {B8ee Map A)

The lat Cevelry Divieion and the 24th Infanmtry Division of the X
Corps landed in the Tacloban and Palo area, quickly seized their initial
ocbjectives and consolidated the beachheed, (1)

The Tth end 96th Infantry Diviﬁionu of the XXIV Corps landed in the
Dulag area and established themselves so firmly on the beach that the

sucecess of the landing wes never in doubt. (2)

GENERAL SITUATION

It aoon.baeanlle evident, however, that Japan intended to defend the
Islend of Leyte et all coets. (3) Opposing the initial American lend-
ings were the Japanese 16th Infentry Division end a separate tank com-
pany. These Japanese troops were reinforced during the next fow months
despite heavy losses in the ettempt. In ordler to maintein mumerical su-
periority 1t beceme neceesary for the U. S. 8ixth Army to reinforce the
American forces to include the newly arrived 77th end 324 Infantry Divi-
(1) a-1, p. 32; (2) A-1, p. 52; (3) A-1, pp. LoO-41.



‘sions and the 1lth Airborne Div\isioa. (&

The 324 Infantry Division was committed in the northern part of the
islard, The 77th Infantry Division, under direct comtrol of Sixth Army
wap alerted to attack the vitel port of Ormoc on the west side of the
Teland. (5) The 1lth Airborre Division was msesigned to the XXIV Corps
and committed to relieve the 7th Infantry Divielon.

In epite of ever increasing enemy resistance and heavy tropical
reins, which turned the few available roade into quegmires of md, the
XXIV Corpe was eble to inch ite way westward end by 6 December 1944 held

a north-south line generally west of Buramen. (See Map B)

ARRIVAL OF 149TH RCT

Meamwhile the U. 8. 38th Infantry Divieion, under direct control of
AFPAC, was preparing to move from New Gﬁinea to Leyte where it was to
stage for a future operation.

The movement of the division to Leyte was echeloned by regimental
combat teams with the 149th ROT lesding. On % December 1944 when this
ROT was one day off of Leyte it was hit hard in e day-long attack by
Jepanese Kamikag_e flyers. (6) The %d Battalion of this ROT suffered
many casualties in this attack but all of the simipa of ths convoy were

able to resch port near Bito on § December. (See Mep B)

JAPANESE COUNTERATTACK

The Americen forces on Leyte learned from enemy documsnts captured
on 28 November that the Jepeneee plenned to leunch a coordinated air,
land, and sea attack. This counterattack was to goincide with Pearl
Harbor Day. It hed ee its initial objective the capture of the air
fields on Leyte. There was to be a ground attack which was designed
to drive the Americen forces into the sea. {7) | _
(4) A-1, p. 645 (5) A1, pp. 6-T0s (6) A-12; (7) A-1, pp. 64, T2



The information gained from the captured documents emsbied the ‘Ameri—-
can air forces to spot the Japanese transpoz_‘ta ca.z"rying the sesborns trocps
for this counterattack as they neared the northwest coast of Leyte. The
air force was able toc sink most of the transports in thie comvoy. Two
thousand to three thoussnd Japanese soldiers were all that got ashore. (8)

The enemy air phase of thie counterattack fared scmewhat better al-
though forty-nine Japanese air trensports were shot down during the even-
ing of 6 December, Approximstely two hundred and fifty airborne troops
di_d succeed in lending in the Bureuen area, a.pproxihnt.ely eight miles in
rear of 11th Airborne Divieion fronmt lines. (9)

The Japfmese ground atteck was so successfully beaten off by the
American forces that only & few lundred Jepanese soldiers got through to

join the air-landed troops in the Bursuen area. (10) (See Map B)

PLAN FOR THE REDUOTION OF THE COUNTERATTACK

The area recaptured by the enemy was in the zone of the lith Airborne
Division; consequemtly, that unit was charged with the respémsibilify of
clearing the Japanese from the erea. (See Map B)

The ilth Airborne Division, heving been infiltrated by the enemy
ground troops and having its troops deployed over en serea extending for
almost Lhirty miles, requested through chaxmels that the newly arrived
149th Infentry Regiment be attached to the division for employment a.gainat
the enemy troops in the Bursmen srsa. (11)

The request was granted to the extemt that the 149th Infantry was re-
leased by AFPAC .tn Sixth Army who in turn ettached the let and 24 Battal~-
jons to the 11th Airborne Division. The 3d Battalion of this Regiment had
been hit hard by the Japenese Kemikaze attack on 5 December and was not in
condition to Pight at this time. The Regimental Oommander and his Hesd-

* quarters were not included in this attechment. (12)

(8) A-1, p. 795 (9) A-14, pp. 18-19 end Mep B; (10) A-11; (11) A-1, p. 72;
(12) A-11;
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Bito beech, while affording a place for troops to land, had no port
facilities and local labor for umloading ships was not aveilable. The
job of unloeding the ships, therefors, was done by combat. tToops. At
this time the job was assigned to the 2d Battelion. This left only the
lst Battalion free to join the 1llth Airborne Divi.sién. This Battalien
was alerted at 0200 hours 7 December for movement to San Pablo sirstrip

in the Bureuen area, (13)

PREPARATION FOR THE ATTACK

The battalion, while not battle tested, had been well trained in
jungle warfare in Hawall and New Guines. (14)

The battelion commander believed that :hhe engagement in the Bursuen
area would not be an extended effort for the battelion; therefore, mess,
supply and administrative peréomxel were left at Bito beach.

The troope were issued one K ration and extra smmmition. This in-
cluded gremsdes and two bandoleers for the riflemen and a small emeunt
of mortar and mechine gun smmmitdon.

Due to the rain soaked condition of the roads the movement of the
battalion to Dulag was made by sea in emtracks. (15). (See Map B)

Upon lending at Dulag the battalion was met by a sufficient mmber
of two and one-half ton truckes te move the batialion, less B Compeny and
elements of D Company. A few miles west of Duleg 't.he trucks bogged down
in the mud, foreing the troope to march the remaining six miles to San
Pablo air strip. The elements left at Dulag wers to march to San Pable
snd join the battalion later. (16) (See uaﬁ B)
| At San Pablo airstrip the advance elements of the battalion were met
by Major Gemeral Joseph Swing whose greeting and order to the batialion
was, "Glad to see you. I am General Swing of the 1lth Airborne Division.
We'lve been having a hell of a time here. Last night approximately seventy

(13) Personal kmowledge; (14) (15) (16) Personal knowledge.
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five Jap paratroopers dropped on us of which we have accounted for adout
fifty. Fifteen hundred yards from here on en azimrth/of 273° is sncther
airstrip juet like this one. Bo't._ween here and there are about {weniy~-
five Jap troopers. It ie now 1400. 1 want that strip secure by night-
fall (17) | |

Recormaissence of the terrain over which the attack was to be launched
was impractical because of the time element. All that was known 4o the
battalion was that fifteen mmdred yards from where they were was another
airstrip and a reported twenty-five Jepanese were btetween them and their
objective. | |

In a conference with the two available rifle compeny commandere and
the D Company Commender, the battalion commander issued the following
order: The battalion was to atteck immedistely with two companies abreast,
A_on the right with epproximately two mundred ysrds frontege per company.
The line of departure wag the northweet side of San Pablo Strip. D Com~
pany would support the atteck with the 81 mm mertar pletoon from positions
on the Sen Pablo Strip. A section of heavy mechine guns was attached {o
each of' the rifle companies. Since it was believed that the attack wc.;uld
last only o matier of hours excess equipment, such ae gas masks and in-
divi.dnal packsa, was to bs left on the San Pablo Strip. The batiaslion
command post (rear) under the battelion executive officer was to remain
4t San Pablo Strip. The bettalion camend group wes to accompany C Cempany.
Commnications to the reo.z; wore to be by both wire end radioe {18) (See
Map C)

THE ATTACK
(7 Decamber)
The attack jumped off et sbout 1430 hours. The Pirst five lundred
yards were covered without incident. At thie point a ewamp wae encountered.

(17) (18) Perscnal knowledge.



Due to the heavy rains, it was in a flooded condition and proved difficult
to eross. KRumeroue attempts were made to by~pass it btut to Ino avail. The
only elternative therefore was to oross ite The water in places was
shoulder deep and had the battalion been atiacked while crossing this
swazp the result could heve been disestrous. (See Map O)

Contact between compenies was loet in negotiating the swamp. Upon
reaching the far side of the swamp the A Company Commander, learning that
contact had been lost, decided to proceed with A qmparw'am‘d arrived on
the near side of Buri Air Strip at about 1630 houre. (See Map C) Much
enemy aotivity could be seen on the far side of the strip and it soon be-
cams apparent that many more Japanese were in the ares than had been: es-
timated by General Swing. The A Company Ocmmender felayed this inferma-—
tion by radio to the battalion commander end agked for instructions. The
battalion commander stated that he would soon join A Company and to do
nothing until he arrived. Meanwhile C Cempeny hed been delayed by a
light skirmish end did not arrive at Bﬁri Strip until about 1800 hours.

The battalion command group joined A Company et abeut 1700 hours
end, after making a hasty estimate of the ﬁiwation, the battalion com~
mander decided that it would be unwise to attack with ome compeny st that
late hour. |

¥hen O Company arrived st the Buri Strip the battalion conmander
ordered the two compsmies to Porm a perimeter defemse for the night. (See
Map D)

Plans were mede for the attack next day a.nd the order waes ipsued
about 1900 hours. One platoon from A Ocmpany was to go aroui:d the right
end of the strip. G.qu:any and the remainder of A Company were to at-
tack fronmtelly across the strip at 0800 hours & December.

The inexperienced battalion spent a sleeplese night within ite per-
imeter. The Japanese had by this time become eware of the presence of

the Americens on the scuth edge of the airstrip. The battelion was
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harassed all night by Japansse who infiltrated and at, times got inside
the perimeter and caused havoc by throwing grenades at the battsalion
installations. Adding to the confusion was the fact that the enemy had
captured an undetermined amount of Americen smmnition and weapons when
they descended on the strip. It wes impossible to distinguish between
Japaneser end American firing. During the night the battalion uselessly
fired many rounds of ammunitlion sgainst the infiltrating Ja.pmsé. This
was regretted later when the mmmunition supply ren very low. By daylight
on 8 December every member of the battalion wae comvinced that there

were geveral undred Japanese in the mrea.

(8 December)

The attack on 8 December moved off as scheduled. The 2d Platoon
from A Company moved tc the right and had reached the end of the etrip.
At this point they were mistakenly idemtified by an Americsn ertillery
air observer as Japaneee troops. The observer immediately began to ed~
Just artillery fire on this platoon. I.t is presumed that this aertillery
belonged to the 1ith Airborne Division. The platcon leader was able to
extricate his pletoon from this fire with only two slightly wounded men,
He then, on hie own injtiative, brought the platoon back to the positions
cccuphed on .the previocus night, (See Msp D)

0 Oompany and the remainder of A Compeny advanced ecross the open
runﬁay withont eny diffi_c_ulty but immediately upon antering the denss
jungle on the far side of the strip they werehit by devastating mll
erms and mortar fire from well concealed Jepanese positicns and sfter a
sharp fire Pight were forced to withirew across Buri Air Strip to the
positions occupied the previous night. (See Map D)

The battelion elements, that had been dropped off at Dulsg because
of the shortage of transportation, arrived at San Pablo Air Strip late

in the afternoon of 7 December. {(See Map O) B Company remained at the



airstrip to protect the installastions of the 1lth Airborne Division that
were located thers. At sbout 1000 hours 8 Dacember, B Company received
orders from the 1llth Airborne Division, through the battalion reax oP,

to investigate a rumor thet Japanege were concentrating at e point approxi-
mately eight hhndred yards northeast of the Sen Pablo Ajir Strip. (See Map
0) Upon checking this area, B Company found no evidence of Jepanese
troops and contacted the battalion resr CP for further instructions. They
were told to remain in their present location and await ofdars.

Mesmwhile the Regimental Oommender, l49th Infamtry, vieited Head-
quarters, 1llth Airborne Divieion, at San Pablo Alr Strip arriving at about
1200 hours 8 December. In a conference with the 0@, 11th Airborne Divi-
sion, he learned that the gemeral wase displeased with the marmer in which
the 1lst Battalion wae performing its mission. The General reiterated his
statement ma.d.o earlier that there were only twenty-five Japanesse iroops
cpponing.the battelion and he thought the mission should have been com-
pleted prior to this time. Since the battalion had been detached frem
the regiment, the regimemtal commander had f.o request permission before
‘he comld makg an investigation. He also requested that he be ellowed some
degree of conitrol over his battalion. These requests were granted, The
regimental commander then viéitad the =2, 11th Airborne Division, who |
stated that there were six undred and fifty Japanese oppesing the lst
Bettalion, 149th Infantry. (19)

The regimental commander immediately returned to General Swing and
informed him of the G-2's estimate of the snemy strength. After the general
had confirmed this figure from his G-2, the regimental commander resommended
that the 24 Battalion, 149th Infantry, which had completed unloading the
shipa at Bito, be brought to the Burauen ares. He also reconnnemled that B
Comperny be permitted to join the lst Ba‘t-‘ba.lion at the Buri Strip. Both of
these recommendetions were approved and B Company jeined the let Battaliom
(19) A-11,.

10



&t epproximately 1600 hours 8 December. The 2d Battalidn arrived at the
San Pableo Strip the next day and was used for local security and for ex-
“tensive patrolling throughout the eree. (20)

The regimental commander ordered the let Battalion to econsolidate
ite position during the remaining houre of daylight 8 December and to be
prepared to lemnch a fromtal atteck with two companies the mext day. (21)

The lst Battalion commander's plen of attack for 9 Deceamber was
similar to that of 8 December. A and B Companies were to attack front-
ally at ‘0830 hours with A Compeny on the right, C Company was to remain
in plece in bettalion reserve. The attack wes to be preceded by a five
minite morter preparation fired by the 81 mm mortar platoon located back
on the 3an Peble Strip, (22)

The experiemces of the mnight of 8-9 December were similar to those
of the pre’riaua night. Ae soon as darimess fell, the enemy began to
harase the peri.meter by throwing grensdee at the cuter posi-hions.' The
men of the bettalion had learned, however, from the previcus night %o
withhold their rét.aliatory £ire unless it was necessary for self preser-

vation.

(9 December)

The attack on 9 December wes leunched as echeduled and again the at-
tacking companies orossed the open runwey without drawing fire. Efforte
to penetrate the thick jungle growth on the far side of the strip, how-
ever, were met with the seme heavy fire as the dey before, but this time
both caml_:a.nies were able to cut their way through the brush for a few
yards before they were stopped by superior enemy fire end again forced to
withiraw across the strip to the old pefimeter. (See Map D)

A shortage of emmnition prohibited meking another atteck 9 December.

(20) and (21) A-11; (22) Personal knowledge.



The remaind#r of the day was spent-in treating the casuslties and bury-
ing the dead. Japanese patrols hed infiltreted between the battalion
and lSa.n Pablo Strip, meking it difficult to evacuste the wounded and
the deed, |

All efforts, up to this time, to resupply the Battalion had been
futile, but late in the afternocn of 9 Desember a pack train arrived
from Sen Pable Strip with smmmnition and K retions. This wes the firet
resupply the bettalion had received in three days., This pack trein also
brm'gl'rt. up one 81 mm morter with fifty recunds of smmumition.

About the same time the pack train a:rive;a, the Tegimental conmander
landed on the sirip in a cub plane despite the fact that one side of the
strip was still in the hands of the enemy, who fired at the plane as it
was landing.

No casualties had as yet been evacusted and it had been necessary
to bury the dead almost within the perimeter. This, plue the fact that
it had rained constently, had e merked effect on the morale of the men.
The vieit of the regimentsl comsander proved of inestimable velue in
improving this merale.

The regimental commander before leaving the strip ordered that an-
other atteck be made the next day and dictated the plan of maneuver to the .
battalion commander. The 81 mm mortar brought up by the pack train was to
be used _s.ga.inat knmm points of enemy-resistance. Twe companies would
again attack frontally acroaa'the strip, this time executing‘a turning
movement to the left on the far eide of the strip. (23)

The returning peck train mcua.:t.ed the casualties and the battalion
settled down té another night in the jungle much like the two previous
onse. -

(23) A-11. t
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(10 Decembor)

In implement.ing the regimental comma.ndor'a plen of maneuver, the

- battalion commender ordered A and C Companies to ettack at 0800 hours

with C Ocmpeny on the right and B Company in Battslion reserve. The
turning movement to the left was to b; hinged cn A Compeny.

The two companies moved cut as scheduled. Again the movement across
the runway wes without incident. The turning movement was partially com-
pleted when for some unimoewn reason A Company i:e»:»a.‘m«elri involved in a fire
fight with B Cempany. Several mimrtes had elapsed before the raspae'tive
commanders could convince their men that they- were actually firing at
each oﬁior. |

This turning maneuver while very difficult to execute in the dense
jungle proved surprisingly effective. The two companies completed the
mgneuver, aligned themselves and moved to the west ﬁethodica.lly redycing
the enemy streng points encountered., They had advanced approximately
one hundred and £ifty yards when approaching darkness forced them to N
gtart preperations for their defense for the night. (See Map E) -

Since the batialion now had trc;opa on both sides of the strip the

runwey wee comparatively safe and during the early evening of 10 Decem—

ber several cub planes flew in with supplies end evacuated the remaining
casualties.

The battalion plen for the resumption of the attack on 11 December
was commnicated to A and 0 Companies by radio. The battalion commander
ordered A and O Companies to resume their advance to the west at 0800
hours 11 December, clean cut the remaining enamy in the area and return
to the southeast side of Buri Air Strip. B Company would croes the
gtrip, turn right and clean out the Japanese in that area.

A snd C Ocmpaniesn speﬁt the night whers darkness had halted their

advence. B Company and the battalion commend group spent the night in

13



the old perimeter.

(11 December)

Tﬁe attack for the £ifth end what proved to be the last dey of this
operatién wes launched at 0800 hours. There wes lese enemy resistance
egainst the battalion then there had been at any time since its arrival
in the Bursuen area. What were once strong enemy defenses were takem in
stride by A end O Gompanies. By 1200 hours the battle was reduced to
mopping up the area.

B Company wes emually successful, gaining mementum se it pushed to |
the right, oircled the right end of the strip and returned to the old
porimeter., (8ee Map E)

A and O Ocmpanies closed in the old perimeter aree at about 1400
heurs. (See Map E) 4

The 2d Battalion sssumed responsibility for the entire area and at
14%0 hours relieved the tired and wesry let Battalion which moved to
Buranen for s much meeded rest. The battle for Burl Air Strip wes over.
(24)

SUMMARY

Three landred enemy deed were found in the area aﬂ-.er the operation
was over and a reported two mndred more Japanese were forced to withdraw
from Buri A:’!.r Strip to the interior of the island, During the battle the
lst Battalion had lost forty men killed and a.pproximatelyl one hundred
were wounded. (2%) It had required five days to eccomplish a job that
was supposed to have taken onlj' a few hours. In view of the faot ;t.ha:t.
this battalion was Pighting a forse almost ag large as iiself without
support and was without combat experience, it is felt that ﬁhe job was
accomplished as expeditiously as éould be expected.

(24) Persomal knowledge; (25) A-13.
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In five days of hard bitier fighting the let Battalion, 149th In-
fantry, had received ite battle indocctrination.

ANALYSTS AND ORITIOISM

A study of this operation will diselose that the fﬁctors of pera-
mount importance which .afi_'ected the vuioﬁa phases of thie operation
are as followst

1. The enemy counterattack.

2+ A faulty estimate of enemy strength.

3¢ The sttachment of the major portion of & regiment without in-
 $luding the regimental commander and kis staff.

4, The conduct of the attack on Buri Air 5trip by the lst Battalion.

The enemy plan for the cmmtera.;bt.aak was basically sﬁd. If the
complete plan for the meneuver had not fallen into American hands, ite
execution would have been infinitely more successful, It is believed
that the Japanese forces made two mistakes:

l. Permitting a complete copy of the plen of ettack to be taken
inte Leyts by an sdvanced echelon of the counterattacking force. (Ameri-
cen troops captured this plan eleven days before the attack) (26)

2e Inaiating upon the doubtful psychological velue of launching the
counterattack to coincide with Pearl Harbor Day causing them to disregard
weather conditions. _ | |

‘General Swing's originel estimate of twenty-five Japanese at Buri Adr
Strip was proved to be completely in error. It is believed that the lat
Battalj.an, 149th IM‘arrtry; in ite preparatiom for the attack, tocok adequete
steps to cope.with\twenty—five Japaﬁaae. The enemy strength of eix hun~
dre& and £ifty estimated by the G-2, 1lth Airborne Division, proved to be
approximately correct. The three hundred ememy deed found in the ares
after the operation plus the reported two hundred that withdrew to the
(26) A-1, p. G4
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interior of the lelemd totalled at least five lundred.

There ia no excuse f'or the G-2, 1llth Airborne Di';ision, in net keep~
ing his 0% advieed a8 to the estimated enemy stremgth in the Buri ASr
Btrip area. Had the bettalion been informed of the 1aréer estimete of
enemy strength, thelr preparstions for the atteck wa_zlé. have been more
thorough. N

The failure to initielly inelude the Regimentel Headquarters in the

atteciment of the two battalions of the 149th Infantry to the 1lth Adir-

borne Division carmeot be overlcocked. The regimentel commander, learned
upen his arrival at San Peblo Air 3trip 8 December that his battalion
was lboing criticised but he was without authority to do anmything about
it. He found it necessary therefore to request that he be given per-
misaion by the 1lth Airborne Division in order thet he could advise and
help the lst Battaliom.

The comduct of the attack on Buri Air Strip by the lst Battalion,
149th Infantry, can be cheracterized by the followlng fectors:

1. Lack of sgressive lesdership.

2. Regleot of reaﬁpply.

%« Inadequate fire plan.

4, Inebility to evasuste casualties.

5« Unsound plan of maneuver,

6+ Lack of combat experience.

i‘t is evident that the battalion commander lacked the necessary
agreasive leadership to push thia atteck through to an early successful
conclusions It is believed that the decision not to attack the strip
with one company on 7 December wae sound. The attack on 8 December, how-
over, shoﬁld have been pushed more aggressively. The same thing waa true
on 9 December. Had either of these atimcks been characterized by good

strong leadership it is possible that they could have been successful.
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The same criticism can be leveled at the platoon and company commanders.

Verj little consideration was given to the resupply necsssery to sus—
tain the battelion during this o?eréiion, Initially it was believed that
the mission could be scoomplished in a few hours; therefore, mpply would
not be a problem, However, when it was learned that a prolonged effoft
would be requirad some proviaion'should have been mede to resupply the hgtm
talion regularly.

The decision to leave the 81 mm mortar platoon at the San Pablo Alr
Strip was scund. Hawever, frequent failure of commniecations to the raaf
left the battalion at times without the support of this pletoon. The
‘poesibility of artillery support wee completely ignored. Neverthless, it
was aveilable as evidenced by the artillery Pired on the 2d Platoon of A
Company on 8 Desember., |

The inability of the battalion to evacuate the wcunﬁad_and remove
the dead bodles had & marked effec£ on the morale of the men. It is be-
.lieved that some provieion to accomplish this should have been mede even
if it required the use of combat troops from the battalion.

The decision of the battelion commander to atiack frontelly acroas
the eir strip is believed unsound. Basic tactical dectrine dictatee an
envelopment with part of the battalion employed as a base of fire.

The fgct that this battalion lacked combat e;perience is approciated..
Tte initial combat mission proved to be a very difficult one. Units in
their initial combat are likely to be committed to tough assigmments and
should malke every effort to instill realism in their training.

LESBON3

l, Copies of operation ordars uhuuld not be taken into forward com=
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bat aroas whare thelr cempromiso or capture ney jaapardize the success of

the operation.
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2, Staffs must keep their commenders informed of the egtimeted

enemy strength opposing their unmits.

o L )

%e Cemmanders should a.ccep't. ste.:t‘f ea'himate- of enemy etrength un-

i IR WA g e R

less sufficient evideme 't.o 't.ho eontrary is aveilable.

4, Whenever the major portion of & unit is a.tta.ched 't.o enocther
unit its hea.dquartﬁe;s maﬂ'& elso be a.t‘t::p!:edj"l;o fe.cilita‘be cmmand and
cofitrol.

Be ?upplyinan i_gqlaf.gd qpﬁr?tiron is‘ of prime jimportance and can-
not be ovéi‘loeked; supply lines maet be lkept open. | B

e Every infa:rbry attaok regqqlg_aamoi 3#2}:)‘5&&11‘”1“? hava 8 coordin— ,
ated fire plm. )

‘}.l Gasualtiea should be evacuated wen if ecombat troope ere required
.40 perform the te.sk.

8« The dead should not be buried on or near pesitions occupied by

Priendly trocpa.

-V Frcnta.l attacke should be uaed only as & la.s'l'. resort..
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10, Promiscucue firing of woo.pons a'b nigl’rb uhculd be a:voided.
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1l. Liaison planes in an mergency can be used for roaup‘ply migsions

and to evacuste ca.mlties.

i A AT S

12. Every unit commander mst be agpossivo; he mist by preuopt and

axgmple impingo upon his men the will %o fight.

18



