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THE OPERATIONS OF THE 1ST BATTALION, 9TH INFANTRY,
(2ND TNFANTRY DIVISION) IN THE HASTY DEFENSE AGAINST
AN ARMORED ATTACK NORTH OF ROCHERATH, GERMANY, 17-18 DECEMBER 1944
(ARDENNES~ALSACE CAMPAIGN)
(Personal Experience of & Battal ion Executive Officer)

ORIENTATI ON

INTRODUCTION

This monograph covers the operations of the 1lst Battalion, 9th
Infentry, énd Infentry Division in the defense agzainst the Germen
Countercoffensive in December 1944.

In order to crient the reader, it will be necessary to discuss
briefly some of the major military operations which led up to this
action. :

On 6 June 1944 the Allied Armies successfully inveded the conti-
nent of Eurcpe amd by early December had pushed inland across FRANCE
aud BELGIUM. The éevonth US Armny and the First French Army invaded
the southern coast of FRANCE on 15 August 1944, moved rapidly mnorth
‘and joined the Third US Army on the Germean Border. (Sees Map A) Here
the Allied Armies faced the German Siegfried Line. (1) The Siegfried
Line comnsisted of mutuelly supporting defenses in depth, These defenses
were built around reinforced comcrete pill boxes, (2)

The First US Army prepered plens for the continuation of the attack
through the Siegfried Line. (3)

The 2nd Infentry Division lended in FRANCE on D plus 1 and fought
through the hedgerow country of NORMANDY as part of V Corps. On 16
Auvgust 1944 the 2nd Infemntry Division wes withdrawn from the NORMANDY
fighting end moved to the vicinity of BREST, FRANCE to participaste in

the capture of that city., (4)

(1) A-2, Situation Map 26
(2) A-2, p. 51, 52

(3) A-2, p. 71

(4) 4a-1, p. 48



On 18 September 1944 the city of BREST fell esnd the 2nd Infantry
was sgain on the move across FRANCE and into PELGIUM. (5) The division
closed into an assembly erea in the viecinity of ST. VITH, BELGIUM and
prepared to move into a defensive position in the SCHNEE EIFLE region.
(6) The division moved into positions in‘'the SCHNEE EIFLE and remained
there until 11 December 1944. At this time the division moved to the
north eand rejoined the V Corps in the vieinity of ELSENBORN, BELGIUM in
preparation for the First Amy atitack through the Siegfried Line. (7)

THE GENERAL SITUATION (See Map B)

Since the middle of September the attention of the First US Amy
had been directed at the ROER RIVER dams. It was realized that no large
scale crossing of the ROER RIVER below the dems could be undsrtaken,
until the dems were in friendly hands. (8)

Orders for V Corps, #s part of First Army, to attack and secure
the ROER RIVER dams were issued on 7 December. (9) V Corps consisted
of the following divisions: 2nd Infentry Division, 8th Infantry Divi-
sion, 78th Infantry Division end the 99th Infentry Division. A4lso the
102nd Cavalry Group, Combat Commend B, 9th Armored Division, and Combat
Commend R, 5th Armored Division were in Corps reserve. (10) Tho‘znd
Infantry Division was to seize successively the following objectives:
the vieinity snd road junction northwest of ARENBERG, the ridge south-
west of the road junction west of SCHONSEIFFEN, the HARPERSCHEID-
SCHONSEIFFEN erea and the DREIBORN areas, WERHAIN-MORESEACH area, a
large area including the nose north of DREIBORN, the vicinity of

WOLLSEIFEN, and the important URFTTALSPERRE Dam.

() a-1, p. 72
(6) a-1, p. 72, 75
(7) A-1, p. 82
(8) A-2, p. 95
(9) A-2, p. 97
(10) A=2, p. 97



Objectives of the 99th Division were to attack in conjunction with
the 2nd Infantry Division and to capture the high wooded ground west of
HELLENTHAL end south of HARPERSCHEID.

The operations of the 78th Infantry Division were to be in three
phases. During the first phase, the initial effort wés to push east
from the LAHMERSﬁGHF area to seize the high ground at KESTERNICH, end
then the high ground west of RUHRBIRG overlooking the PAULUSHOFF Dem
area from the west. During the second phsse, it was to support this
egction on the right of its initiel effort by seizing KONZEN, IMGEN-
BROICH, and EICHERSCHEID. During the third ﬁhaad, it was to drive
through ROLLESBROICHAND, seize STEEKENBCRN, adve.mce up the ridge eand
seize SCHMIDT. Turning southeast, it wes To secure & finel ohjective
on the ROER west of HASENFELD, including the HASENFELD Dam,

The 8th Infantry Division's efforts were limited o mainteining
pressure along the KAIL RIVER, and in being prepered to atteck on the
Corps order into the KOMMERSCHEIDT-SCHMIDT area to secure objectives in
the GERMUND FOREST between HASENFELD and the south of the KALL RIVER.

The 102nd Cevalry Group, CCB 9th Armored Division and CCR 5th
Amored Division were held in Corps reserve. (11)

The attack moved off on 13 December, By 16 December the sttacking
elements of V Corps were as shown on Map B.

On the morning of 16 December the Germen Counteroffensive began
in pre-dewn attacks all along the 99th Infantry Division's sector of
V Corps. (12) During the afternoon the orders from higher headgquar-
ters stated that V Corps was to continue the attack on 17 December.

(13) (For disposition of ma jor Germen units opposing V Corps see Map B)

(14)

(11) A=2, p. 97

(12) A-l, p. 87

(12) A«<l, pe 87; A=3, p. 347; A=4, p. 109; - ,
(14) A<fd 2. 903 &-B Bdfuation lisp #8
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The Sixth SS Panzer Army threatening the 2nd Infantry Division was
spearheaded by the 1st and 12th 85 Panzer Divisions. The 1lst and 12th
SS Panzer Divisions were the Germen Flite troops, meticulously trained,
who doubtless would be used in a sector where success was vitel to the
; overall German strategy. The 12th'SS Panzer Division was described as

fenatical, their one aim was to kill as brutelly as possible. Prior to
the attack the division commender had addressed the troops es follows:
"I ask you and expeet of you not to teéke sny prisoners with ths possidle
exception of & few officers to be kept alive for questioning." (15)
The troops of the 2nd Infantry Division were bsattle tested and the
‘morale was highes (16)

The terrain in the area was generally reolling and in some sectors
covered by heavy forest. ROCHERATH, ERINKELT snd WERTSFELD commanded
sn important ro&d net that led to ELSEIB(RN. The waathér wes cold end
generally cloudy., The ground was covered with from one to iwo feet of
enow end ice. During the night hesvy fog settled over the couniry side.
Observation was extremely poor. (17) Supplies wars well forwerd and
constituted no immediate problam.

DISPOSITICON AND PLANS OF THE 2ND INFANTHEY DIVISION

Major Generzl Welter M. Robertson, Comm&ndinz Gensral, 2nd Infaatry
Division, took immsdizte steps to cope with the situetions Higher hesad-
guarters had not sensed the extent of the threet and hsd ordered =
gontinuation of the attack towards Corps objectives on 17 December.
Genérel Robertson, 6n the spot, sized up the situation snd scted dseci-
sively:. (18) When reports csme in thet the 99th Divisioﬁ h=d been

overrun, the 2nd Battslion, 23rd Infentry Regiment, was ordsred to move

(15) A-1, p. 90

(16) A<3, p. 347, Personel knowledge
(17)  Persocnal knowledge

(18) a=3, p. 347



from its essembly arse north of ROCHERATH to a position aoutﬁ of WERTZ-
FELD&nd KRINKELT. The 2rd Bettelion, 38th Infentry, loecsted in e
reserve position southwest of WEHLERSCHEID, wes moved 2t once to KRINKELT
and ordered to maint=in a defensive position. The 2th Infantry Regimment
was ordered to move all three battalions to a defensive position south
of WERTZFELD. The 38th Infantry Regiment was ordered to move its re-
maining two battalions to 2 defensive position sround ROCHIRATE. The
1st Battalion, 23rd Infentry wes moved into & defensive position eround
MURRENGEN. At ?hia time the 3rd Battalion, 23rd Infantry Regiment, was
fighting a defensive action east of ROCHERATH in the sector of the 9%th
Division. (19) (For the plan of defemse &s outlined ab;ve see liap C)
Aréer hearing of the repid deterioration of the defenses east of
ROCHERATH in the sector of the 393rd Infentry Regiment, 99th Division,
General Rcbertson intercepted the 9th Infentry Regiment column 4000
yards northeast of ROCHERATH. The 9th Infantry wes moving in column
in order of 2nd Battelion, 3rd Battelion, and lst Battalion. General
Robertse; cut the column, He directed K Compeny and some elements of
Heedquarters Company, Zrd Bettalion, to go into position om tns_gggggﬁﬂ?

1oeds 2000 yards northeast of ROCHERATH, He then proceeded down the

road and met the lst Battalion. Here the Genmerzl ordered the lst
Battelion to move into a defensive position 2000 yards northesst of
ROCHERATH and hold the positiom &t all cost until ordered to withdraw,.
General Robertson stated that he had alrealy di;ected some elements of
the 3rd Battalion, Sth Infantry into the position, ard that ome platoon
of the 644th Tank Destroyer Battelion (Towed) was in position covering

tha road crossing. General Robertson instructed Lieutenznt Colonel

MeKinley, lst Battsel ion Comménder, thet he would tske command of any

(19) 4A-1, p. 87-51




troops that attempteé to withdrew through the roed crossing from the
northeest. The division commander further ststed that two bettalions
of the 38th Infantry were to withdraw down the road from WEHLERSCHEID
to ROCHERATH, and ;hat the cross roeds must be held until the 2nd In-
fentry Division wes &ble to form & defensive line to the west. (20)

THE BATTALION SITUATION

At 1700 hours the 1st Bettelion, 9th Infeamtry, moved to the road
erossing and begen organizing its defenses. K Company, 9th Infentry,
thirty men from 3rd Battalion Headgquarters Company and & platcon from
the 644th Tank Destroyer Battalion were already in positiom at the
road erossing. With these reinforcements the bettalion was brought
up to approxima@aly sixty-fifa percent stremgth,

The terrsin in the aree was generslly flal with a graduel rise in
the dirvection of the expected attack. A smsell ridge line lay 200 yards
west of the cross roads. (21) The battalion emmunition vehicles in-
cluded & one =nd one half ton truck and four jeeps with trailers. These
vehicles wer; located 600 yards in the rear of the defemsive positionms.
The aumuaitiom vehicles carried a basic load of emmunition and in =ddi-
tion, seventy-five rounds of bazook# ammunition along with fifteen extra
bazookas.,

During a short rest period in e&rly December, the battalion come
méander hed directed the training of extra bazooke teams within each
company. (22)

The Cerman forces opposing the battalion were elements of the
12th SS Panzer Division and the 277th Infantry Division., (23)

The weather was extremely cold, and snow coverad the ground to

a depth of one to two feet, An extremely heavy fog settled over the

(20) Personal knowledge

(21) Personsl knowledze

(22) Personal knowledge .
(23) A-1, p. 90




battalion positions snd visibility was practically nii. (24)

THE BATTALION PLAN OF DEFENSE (See lsp C)

The plen of defense called for A snd B Companies to prepare posi-
tions on the main line of resistance. B Compsny was given the left
sector and the maponaib‘ility of the main road leading into the battal-
ion position. A Compeny was sssigned the sector on the right of B
Ccompany end given the responsibility of tylng in with Company K on the
right. € Company was &ssigned & position on the left flank of the
battelion with the mission of giving depth to the battaliom position
and of refusing the battelion's left flank. The heavy machine guns
of D Company were set up om the MIR with near meximum grazing fire to
the front and flanks., The compenies were instructed to remove all
bazookas from the ‘tranaportation and t‘o place teams in each strong point ;
on the MIR. Artillery fires were plaﬁmd all halong the front of the
battalion. Concentretions were plenned on the road in fromt of B

Compeny extending to the wooded area 2000 yards to the mortheast. (25)

FINAL PHEPARATIONS FOR ACTION

At 1800 hours on 17 December 1944 & meeting wes held at the
battalion command post., All unit commendere were givem final instruce
tions &s to the urgency of the situation anl were further imstructed to
again imbue the men with the &bsolute necessity of holding the position
at all cost. The Compeny Commsnder of B Company made arrangements for
the platoon leader of the 644th Tank Destroyers to deliver what antitamk
mines his platoom had to the road crossing. The Conpany Commender of
B Company was instruected to plant mines on sach sids of the rosd leeding
into his position, and to place 2 necklace of mines across the road

_——

when the enemy armor made its appe&rance. The companies were warned

T24) Personel knowledge
(25) Personal knowledge



that there were still remmnents of routed friendly troops to the fromt,
end thai there were probably some friemndly tanks still to be withdrawn
from the front. At this time the artillery liaison officer gave the
company comménders the nuﬁher of three artillery concentrations that
he hed been able to register before darkness. The companies were
issued extra ammunition. Particular ettention was given to placing
extre mechine gun, =nd extra bazooka ammunition on the defansive posi-
tions. The radio and wire communications were c‘neckeﬂ.. The commend
radio was unable to reach the 9th Infentry and it wes decided to save
the betteries for the artillery redio, &s no extrs batteries were
irmedistely available. (26)

' NARRATION

THE IEFENSE OF THE CROSS RCADS THE NIGHT OF 17 DECEMEER

At 1930 hours & phone cell from Compeny B indicated thet three
tanks followsd by anproximstely thirty infantrymen had pessed through
their lines end were proceeding towerds ROCHERATH., Lieutensnt John
Milesnick, Commemding Officer of Company B, stated that the temks &and
infant rymen were believed to be friendly; however, he had not positive=
1y identified them due to the darkne;ss and heavy fog that had settled
over the countryside. Lieutenant Colonel William D. McKinley, Battal-
ion Commsnder, lst Battalion, 9th Infantry, immedistely directed Company
A to identify the tenks and infentry. This was done by & patrol from
Compeny A, and the tanks emd infaniry were identified as Germam. Lieu-
tenemt Stephen A. Truppmer, Commanding Officer, Compsny A, directed
artillery fire on the Germsm force with good results. He reported that
one tank wes set on fire, and that the troops were screaming amd had

dispersed in all directions.

(26) Personal knowledge
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At eapproximately 2000 hours Company B reported that tenks could be
heard in the heavily wooded =res 2000 yards to the mortheast of the
battalion position. (See Map C) This wes verified by reports from the
other front line companies, By this time the noise'could be heard from
the battelion commend post. It sounded es if a large column of tanks
was approaching the battalion position from the road leading from the
heavily wooded ares to the nmorthesst, The battalion commsnder directed
that B Company mine the road in front of the;i position. This was done
by Lieutensnt Roy Allen by placing a necklace of mines across the road
and covering it with two bazooka teams.

Shortly. after this was completed, the column of armor came down
the road toward the battlion's defensive position. The column of armor
wes in closed formation with a disténce of approximastely fiifty yards
between tanks. Each tank was followed by & platoon of infantry. Hit-
ting the necklace of mines, the leading tank was disabled. The second
tank in column attempted to move around the disabled tenk snd wes dis-
2bled by .the mines. The two disabled tanks formed & roed block. The
.tank coclumn was partielly cenalized by the high road banks on eegh side
of the road, however, several of the tanks were able to pull off the
road to the left continuing towerds the battalion position. Lisutenant
Milesnick dispstched two %azooka teams to attack these bypassing tenks
in the flank as-they moved eround tha'rned block. Two edditional tenks
were destroyed by the bazooka fire. Lisutenant Milesnick reported fbs
events to the batislicn commpndgr and further stated thet the tanks were
continuing to move out of the woods to the northeasst. There waé evidence
of confusion emong the Gormen forces as the tanks continued to elose up

in fromnt of the battalion position. (27) The bettalion commander was

(27) Personal kuowledge; Statement msde by Lieubensnt John Milesnick,
16 Decemher 1945
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quick to meke en estimate of the situstion. The Germsn forces had
apparsntly basen surprised by the battalion's defsnsive position. This:
was belisved to ﬁava bsen brought about by the failure of the first
elements of the Germsn force to report the battslion's pousition as

they pessed thrlough eerlier in the evening. The battselion commender
directed thet all available artillery be brought down on this enemy
¢olumn, In approximétely five minutes, Lieutenent Grenville, Artillery
Liaison ¢fficer, had the entire 15th Field Artillery Battelion firing
on this terget. The roed wes searched from & point just in front of

B Compeny to s point 2000 yards to the northeast where the main roed
]_.eading into the bestialion position emerged from the woods. The artil-
lery fires czught the Germen ecolumn in an extremely wvulnersble position
end the results were evidenced by the cries from the Germens =nd the
burning tenks thet had received direct hits from the concentreted
artillery fire.

Fires from two light, four mediun, emnd one hesvy artillery battelion
were availeble and full sdvantege wae teken of this suprort. The rozd
to the northeesst and the hesvily woodasd sreawas under almost continuous
fire during the sntire hour thet followed. The road between the battal-
ion position end ROCHERATH wes interdicted for the remsinder of the
night. )

At approximately 2100 hours the Germens deployed the tanks that
shey had been able to pull _t_:f_the road. In conjunction with a company
of infantry, they attacked the battelion position frontally. Six to
eight teanks moved to within 200 yards of the battalion position atteck-
ing the front lines by fire for thirty minutes., Then the Germen infamtry
attempted to move in snd eject the defender. The Germen attack failed

when the esttacking force ran into the final protective lime of fire laid




down by the heavy mschine guns from D Compsny. The enemy soon saw the
futility of this sort of tactles and withdrew only to attack agsin in
a few minut;a with the tanks and infantry moving in together. .Tho
tenks penetrasted the front lines all slong the front of B and A Com-
panies. The fire from the tanks, hovever, was very ineffective due to
the blindness of the tankers in the night and heavy fog. The German
infantry was stopped at the MIR with heavy losses. Due to the lack of
visibility bazooka teams were &ble to move in to within tem yerds of
the tanks that had penetrated the lines end destroy them. (28) There
were two tiger teénks that the bazooka teams could not destroy due to
the thickness of their armor. These tanks madé e stationary pill box
within the bettelion lines and continued to harass B Company by machine
gun fire, Corporel Roberts from D Company and Sergeant Bone from B
Company teemed up to destroy these tanks by using gasoline. One of the
men mounted the tanks, while the other passed him a five gellon cam of
gasoline that was placed over the motor of the tank., A thermite grensde
on the gasoline can did the rest, (29)

By 2400 hours the entire attack had bogged down and &ll was quiset

except friendly artillery fire.

RE~ESTABLISHMINT OF CONTROL AND RE-SUPPLY

| The rems inder of the night was spent in re-establishment of control,
reaedjustment of front lines and re-supply. Leaders who had become casusle-
ties were replaced. Front line positions were improved. All smmunition
was resupplied to the front line companies by the 81 mm Mortar Platoon

of D Compeny. The close proximity of the ammunition truck simplified
their task considerebly. After the ammunition was resupplied, the 81 mm
Morter Platoon was used to tle in the rear of the battalion with C Com-

pany on the left and K Company on the right. Roving patrols moved

(28) Personal knowledge
(29) Personal knowledge
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throughout the battalion area for the remainder of the night. It was
believed that the Germans would meke & determined effort to infiltrate
in end &round the battelion position during the night. A patrol from
D Company checked into the bajctalion commend post at 0100 hours end
reported that 211 was quiet throughout the battalion area. Leaving
the comm&and post, the patrol lessder jumped into the sunken rcad which
ran by the battalion commend post. Hitting the ground, he found him-
self face to face with & five man German patrol that was prepering tec
attack the battalion eommand post. The patrol leader with one short
burst from his Thompson Sub-mechine gun killed four of the Germens.

Shortly after midnight, the battalion commander ordered C Company
to move to a position just north of ROCHERATH to prevent the Germsans
from infiltrating behind the battslion position and subsequently into
ROCHIRATH. Captain Arnold Algier, Commanding Officer, C coﬁpmy, moved
his compeny down the road to the designated spot., Upon arrival he dis-
covered that & company of the 38th Infantry hed been ordered into the
position. Ceptein Algiler moved his company beck over the sams route to
his originsl position on the left flenk of the battalion..

During the night, a wire line was laid between the battalion posi-
tion and the 2nd Battalion, 38th Infentry Regiment. Colonel Boos,
Commanding Officer, 38th Infantry Regiment, called Lieutenant Colonel
McKinley and informed him that the lst Battalion, 9th Infamntry was now
attached to the 38th Infantry. Colonel Boos further stated that the
battalion could withdraw some time the following day when the 2nd Battale
ion, 38th Infantry completed the establishment of & line west of the lst
Battalion, 9th Infentry's present position. (See Map D) Colonel Boos
a:nphaaiz:ed the urgency of the entirs situation, asnd further stated theat
the present bsttelion position would be held =t 211 cost until ordered

to withdraw. This, however, was unnecessary @s the division commander
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had been very emphatic about the bettalion's mission in the initial
orders. :

THE GERMAN ATTACK CN 18 DECEMBER

At 0600 on the morning of 18 December the full force of the German
attack struck the entire battalion front. Fog was extremely hoavy.and
visibility was limited to a few feet. The Germans e2ttacked with tanks
and infantry moving in simultaneously. The reel gallantry and tenacity
of the front line units proved to offset the superior forces of the
Germens. As the tenks and infentry sttempted to roll over the positions
they were met with all means availeble. The tanks were pemitted to pass
into the lines while the sccompenying infantry was ettecked from all
sides with bayonets end trench knives. This battle raged spesmodically
for the following two hours. The defenders succesded in defeating the
foot troops. Several tenks were destroyed by bazooks fire.

At 0830 hours the Germen force attacked again all slong the front.
Since the fog wes lifting to some extent, three Germem tanks that had
penetrated the positions ezrlier in the morming ceme to life. (The tenks
moved g1l along the front destroying the mechine guns on the MLR while
they were firing on their finsl protective lines.) By this time A and K
Companies were desperate. The Germesns had completely overrun their posi-
tions, end the remnants of the two front line platooms of A Company had
been taken prisoners. The support platcom and company headquarters were
stiil hold ing out. Company B wés still holding the road crossing. C
Company had succeeded in preventing the left flank of the battalion from
being turned by a platoon of infentry. (See Mep D)

At 1100 hours the battelion commender received orders from the
commanding officer, 38th Infantry, to formulate plans to withdraw thréugh
the 2nd Battalion, 38th Infemtry, which was endeavoring to form & line to

the west, The withdrawal wes contingent, however, on the formation of this
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defensive line,

THE COUNTERATTACK AND WITHDRAWAL

All compenies were contacted and given the tentative plan of withe
drawal., At this time A end K Compenies reported thet it would be im-
possible to extricate sny of their personnel with the possible exception
of' & few of the commend post group. Lieutenemt Truppner, Commanding
Officer, Company A, called over his SCR 300 a few minutes later stating
thaet he wes destroying 211 his radios. As a lest request he asked that
& ten minute artillery barrasge be fired on his own position. He further
informed that the few men that rpmaiued in his company could teke cover
in their fox holes, and thet the Germaus were moving over his positions
in mass. The artillery barrsge was fired. No more was heard from A
Company .

At 1100 hours the battslion commander called the COmmandiﬁg Officer,
38th Infantry, informing him that it would be impossible to withdraw his
~ battelion without the eid of tenks or temnk destroyers. This comversation
had not been completed when Lieutenant Henski, the Battalion Antitank
Officer, welked into the command post with a tamk pletoon leader fram
the 741st Tank-Battalion. Although the tamk platoon faader had bsen cut
off by the enemy, he had managed to escape., He had four Sherman tanks
8 mile down the road towards WEHLERSCHEID. Volunteering his services,
the tank platoon leader, Lieutenant Colonel McKinley smd Captain Harvey,
the Battalion 8-3, set to work formuleting 2 plan of counterattack in
conjuiction with the proposed withdrawal, The plens were ss follows:
first the tank platoon was to destroy three Germen tenks that had B Com-
pany pinned to the ground, and seccndly the tank platoon wes to esnvelop
both tlanga of the penetration in the vicinity of A and B Companies'
sector. A thirty minute artillery comncentration was plammed in conjunc-

tion with the counterattack.
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Shorily after 1100 hours the Commending Officer of the 2nd Battal-
ion, 38th Inrantr;, notified Lieutenant Colonel McKinley that the with-
drawal could commence &t 1200 hours. The completed withdrawal plean was
given to ell troops within reach. A Company by this time wes no longer
considered in the withdrewal a&s their positions had been completely :
overrun. Captain Garvey, Commsnding Officer, K Campaﬁ}, stated thet he
preferred to stey with his company as it was impossible to withdraw any
of his platoons. At 1115 hours the artillery preparations begen and
lasted until 1145 hours. The four Shermen tanks which moved into posi-
tion under cover of the artillery fire, attacked the three German tanks
destroying two, while the remaining temk escaped towards ROCHERATH.
Under cover of the initisl counterattack the following companies broke
contact and withirew to the rear: C Company, the mejority of B Compeny,
Battelion Headquerters Compeny, =snd D Company less the two heavy maéhine
gun platoons. The 644th Tank Destroyer Platoon withdrew st this time,

The tenks withdrew to the vieinity of the battslion commend post.
From this position they l=aunched another attack from 2 slightly different
direction. In conjunction with this counterattack the remsinder of B
Compény with two or three men from' A Company broke away and withdrew to
the rear. At this time the battalion commander, S«3, and the tank pla-
toon withdrew to the rear.

In brief summery of this battalion's eighteen hour defensive stand
ageinst overwhelming odds, it ctm be stated thast the mission was complete=~
ly accomplished. The eighteen hour delay of the Germen force 2t this
vital roed crossing geve the remainder of the 2nd Infantry Division time
to set up a8 defensive line to the rear which held snd rem2ined intact

during the entire German counteroffensive,
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The immediate results of the stand prompted Colonel Boos, Commending
Otricor,-aﬁth Infaniry, to tell Lieutenant Colonel Williem D. MeKinley,
"You have saved my regiment."”

Prompted Major Deniel Webster, 2nd Division G=3, to say, "You heave
saved the entire 2nd Infantry Division."

General Hodges wes prompted to phone the following message to
Major General Walter M. Robertson, 2nd Infantry Division Commender,

"What the 2nd Division has done in these last four deys will live forever
in the history of the United Statss Amy". (30)

The total strength of the reinforced battalion at the time of the
attack by the Germen force wes 26 officers end 487 enlisted men. Of
this total, 20 officers and 220 enlisted men survived the withdrawal on
18 December 1944, The 308 officers &nd enlisted men who failed to with-
draw are sccounted for as follows: 17 known killed in action, 61 wounded
in action, 17 non-battle casuslties, and 213 missing in &ction. Although
the losses of men and meterial were heavy, the eighteen hour delay had
not only saved the 2nd Infentry Division from being cut off, but had
also permiited the plecemsal withdrawal of elememts of the 99th Division
through the 2nd Division Lines. (31)

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM

1. PREPARATION COF THE DEFENSE

Time and mission were the main fectors to be reckoned with in the
preparation of the defensive position. It should be remembered that
two snd one helf hours afier the bhattelion errived on the position the
Germens made their initiel contact. The bettalion commender's decision
to place the defenses on and in front of ths eross roads instesd of

occupying positions on the higher ground tc the rear and covering the
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erosc roads by fire proved to be sound. Hed he chosen the latter
position the German armor could have infiltrated the eross roszds end
moved injo ROCHERATH under cover of the heavy fog and darkness. 4ll
machine zuns on the MLR had meér maximum grazing firs to the froant and
flanks, The extra bezooks tesms placed in each strong point assisted
immeasurably in stopping the brunt of the zttack. In order to imsure
close commend control, all commend posts wers loceted well forwend.

2, DEFENSE OF THE CROSS ROADS ON TEE NIGHT OF 17 DECEMBIR 1944

The surprise of the Germsn attecking force, and the swift reaction
of Lisutenant Colomnel McKinley to the situetion when this surprise be-
ceme evident, saved the battalion from being completely overrun on the
night of 17 December, The three tmmks =nd infsnbtrymen thet had passed
through the battzlion position at 1930 hours on 17 December spperently

hed been the =dvenced guerd of the larger force that wsze to follow.

This sdvenced gusrd hed failed to wern the ramainder of the enemy
cclumn of the battelion's presence at the ceross roads; therefore the
e¢olumn of amo:tl' and infentry was ceught in a most vulmsrable positiom.
The tremendous amount of artillery fire that wes directed upon the
enemy force vhile it was in this helpless position prevented it from
meking & coordinated atteck sgainst the bBettelion that night. This
was particularly significant in the light of the fact that the battal-
ion had had such & short time to prepare its defenses whsn' the Germean
force struck.

3. ARTILLERY SUPPORT

The vast amount of artillery support and the timely use thereof
saved the battalion from complete decimstion om the night of 17 December,
It is my opinion that the continuous closed concentration of artillery

on the road lesding into the battaslion position from the heavily wooded
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erea to the northeast, prevented the German armor from completely
overrunning the battalion position on the night of 17 December. This
is perticularly true due to the fact theat the srmored column was canal-
ized until it emerged from the woods, and pertislly csnelized until it
reached the cross rosds. During the hours of 1930 17 December amd 0600
18 December over 8000 rounds of artillery ammunition were fired in
defense of the battelion position.

4, CONDUCT OF THE DEFENSE ON 18 DECEMEER

When the ememy renewed the sttack at 0630 hours om 18 December,
the courage and tenacity of the front line soldiers prevented & complete
breskthrough along the entire front of the bsttaliom position. Although
tenks penetrated the positions all along the front, the Germsn infantry
wes stopped by machine gun fire and small groups and individusls who
sprang from their fox holes with bayonets end tremech knives. The tanks
were eliminated later by all means availsble. In the latter stages of
this at&ack when the Germens had overrun A Compeny end had captured the
remnents of the two front line ﬁlatoons, Lieutemsnt Truppner registered
ertillery fire on his own position as the Cermen infemtry moved in in
ﬁaaa.

5. COMMUNICATIONS

The battalion would have been blind during this operation hed the
SCR 300 radios fsiled to operate. Both radio and wire communicetions
were used during this Speration; however, the wire was undependable due
to the action of the enemy tenks. The 536 redios within the compsnies
failed to operete setisfactorlly due to the constant Jamming by the
Germans, The radioe with the srtillery forward observers failed. The
SCR 300 redios were used to control all artillery fire forward of the
bettelion commend post. Their use by the company commsnders ensbled

close and accurste artillery support. There were no communications
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between the battalion commend post amd higher headquerters until 0100
; on 18 December. The battalion command redic was not Tfunctioning due

to battery shortage. Although the mission of the dattalion \-ms clear,
it is my personal. opinion thet more effort should heve been msde to
keep higher h= sdquarters in constant communications with the battalion.
6. SUPPLY

At the beginning of this operation the battalion had ocne basic

load of ammunition on the troops and at the gun position. The battalion
smmunition truck and several jeeps with trailers carried ancther basic
load of ammunition. In addition the battalion had approximstely 75
rounds of bazooka ammunition that had eccumulated over a period of time.
The bettalion emmunition dump wes established within the battalion
perimeter and thereby simplified the ammunition resupply problem, Om
several occasions during the Operation.hnd it been necessary to resupply
the emmunition from higher echelons, the battle would have been lost.
The battalion was without entitenk mines when it moved into position om
the evening of 17 December. The mines provided by the platoon of the
644th Tank Destroyer Battalion aided in the initiel defenses of the
position. Had more mines been svailebls, the defenses would have been
greatly strengthened.

7. THE GERMAN ATTACK

The Cerman attack failed in its early stages due to their surprise
and leck of reconneissance to determine the flanks of the battaliom
position. Had proper and sggressive reconnaissance besn carried out by
the Germen force, it could have easily bypassed the cross roeds to the
right of the -battelion position. This move would heve given them access
to the main rosd that ren down the rear of the battalion position amd

into ROCHERATH. Had the Germem force contained the battaliom's fromnt




with a small force and enveloped the battalion's left flank, the force
could have moved ocn into ROCHERATH without mueh interference.
LESSONS

1. When & specific terrsin featurs 1s to be held 2t all cost

during periods of poor visibility, the position must be physically

T

occupied by the main defens ive force,

2, Surprise of the enemy must be capatalized upon immediately.

3 Ti_ful; ipplidation of ertillery fire at the crueisl point éu

e, P —. P :
turn the tide of a battle.
4. To hold & position at &ll cost against overwhelming odds,
—— e s
troops must be imbued With the determinution to fight to the finish.

T ——

5. Alternate means of communications must be plsmned end provid-

par —

ed for during combat operations,.

6. When a terrain festure 1s to be held at sll cost, ammunition
S ————————

requirements must bo_madily accessibls,

- ————
———

7. In the attack reconnaissance must be aggressive and continuous.
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