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OPERATIONS OF THE TENTH MOUNTAIN DIVISION
ON MONTE BELVEDERE, 18~26 FEB, 1945
(NORTH APENNINES CAMPAIGN
(Personal experience of a Regimental Adjutant)

INTRODUCTION

ﬁhis monograph covers the operations of the Tenth Mountaln Di-
vision in its attack and capture of the Monte Belveders-Monte della
Torraccié Ridge in Nortﬁérn Ttaly, 18-26 HFebruary, 1945,

During the latter part.of the year 1944, the attentlion of the
world was focused upon the war belng waged in Germany both on the
eastern and :estern Tronts. Ttaly had become known in the newspapers
and magazines as "The Forgotﬁen Tront', To the men there, however, 1t
was a vefy rea; and dirty war of snow, mud, mountains and mules. _.

By Christmad, FTifth army lay like a slsepling glant. It was the
sleep of exhaustlon. In the preceding six months it had fought iis
way Trom pogltions 1n the rugged'mountain area south of Rome and from
the desolate plein of the inzio Beachhead to a point but a few miles
south of Bqlogna, gatenay 1o the brodoad, fertile valley of the Po. Rome
and Florence had fallen and the Gothie Line had been erased from the
.map of Italy. ”

The Army had fought hard and continously end with but little
respite. Thousands of battle tested men had fellen in the drive up
the Peninsulsa, ,Many.thousands more had been withdrawn for the aasaﬁlt
in 3Bouthern Yrance, Supply.lines were long and severely strained. (1)

By the first week in-Novémber,1944, the going for the troops in
the main effort, struggling against the Germans and the severe weather
conditions, became so difficult that all thoughts of '"Bologna by
Christmasg" had to be abandoned., (23)

The Fifth aArmy, therefore, in order to regroﬁp,lrest, and reequip

itself for the coming Spring Offensive settled down in makeshift
(1) A-l, p. S5-a; (2) 4&-2.
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shelters to walt out the winter. Jinter clothing wes issued along
with skls and snowshoes where most needed. Activity was mainly re-
stricted to that'of contalning the enemy in Itsly by means of conm
'staﬁt patrolling, feints and Jabs at hls defenses. The enemy held

the 6ommanding ridges and pesks from the narrow Ligurian coastal plain
on the West to rugged Monte Grande on the Tast where the Fifth Army
rubbed shoulders with the British Eigﬁth Amy. (3)

Amid the deep snows and punishing winds, the Tourth Corps con-
gigting of the 92nd Infantry Division, Task Force 45, and the lst
Division of the Brazilian Expeditionary Foree, burrowed in for the
winter and dedicated 1tself to the tasklof keaping the enemy in a
constant state of anxlety aldng the B7 mile front for which it was
responsible. (4} |

A welcomed eddition to the Fourth Corps occcurred in January vhen
the first Regimental Combat Team of the Tenth Lit. Divis}on was re-
leased from the staging ares and began its combat inﬁoétrination by
relleving units of Task Force 45 in the Cutigliano seétor. The re-—
maginder of the division followed promptly and the converted British
and Americen enti-aircraft units comprising Task Torce 45 were
gredually relieved. (5)

In the planning for the 8pring Offensive, 1t was declded that
- before eny mein effort was made, certaln preliminéry operations were
to be carried out, designed to keep the enemy off baiance by threats
at ﬁarious widely separated points and to secure commanding terrain
for use as a springboard in launching the Spring Offensive. It is
aﬁoﬁﬁ one of the latter operatibns that we will concern ourselves

with in this monograph. (6)
Early in 1945, 1t was directed that the Tenth Mt., Division, under

Fourth Corps, would move to the Poretta Terme area and clear the enemy

(3, 4, 5, 6) a-2. . 200



from the dominsting Monte BelvédereAMonte dells Torraccia Ridgse
which had thus faf held firmly against the attacks of the Bfazilian
ExpeditionarylForce. This Ridge dominsted the tactical situation in
'the North Apennines at this time., 4s long as the enemy held these
peaks he protected all routes of approach to his supply snd communi-
cation line, Highway 64 (The Pistola-Bologna Roed). They Were also
the highest terrain features remaining 1n.his'hands for his defense of
the Po Vaelley. :Beyond them the terrain gradually slopes awéy until
'the Po Valley 1s reached forty milés away e The capture of this vital
- terrain would deprive the_énemy of most of his obserwvation on oﬁr por=
tion of Highway f4 and would provide us with mofe room for the future
operation to the North. (7) |

GEQGRAPHICAL FEATURES

In considering the terrain features, the Belvedere sector, in
genoral, afforded the enemy the advantage of strateglc heights'which
afforded him magnificlent observation end fields of fire. Monte Bel-
vedere 1téelf, a broad, sprawling mountain, Is the first of three majo:
peaks which form a ridge some 18,000 meters long rupning generally
northeast. These mountains Trom south to north are: Monte Belveders,
Monte Gorgolesco, and Monis della Torraccila.

To the west of Monte Belvedere and runﬁing generally parallel %o
1t 1s a vaery précipitous and rugged escarpment called the Monite Man-
cinello-Plzzo i Cemplano Ridge, which will be referred to hereafter
simply as the Cempianc Ridge. This chain of summits rises from the
very deep canyon of the Dardagna River to heights varylng from 3,175
feet on the north to 6,030 feet at the south end., The summits from'
north to south sre: Pizzo 41 Cempianc, Mte Ceappel Buso, Mte Serrasiceis

Mte Riva, Mite Mancinello, Serra Del Barchetti, Cingo Sermidiano,

(7) Personal obssryation, self.
S
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Mte Splgolinos The Dardagna Canyon varies from 1,600 feet on the
north end to some 2,500 feet at the south.énd. The Cempiano Ridge
flenked Belvedere end afforded excallenf observation of the valley
floor as well as of Belvedere itself.

The floor of the valley between the Campiano Rldge and Monte Bel~
vedere was covered with gullies and drews which were sharp and sudden.
The rosd net was 1lnadequate and Iin many places conslsted of mersly
steep and rough trails. Nume:ous stone and masonry buildings dotted
the entire ares and were used to adveniage by the Germans. (8)

THE FNIMY AND HIS DEIENSES

The knhown enemy positicns in the Beivedere-sector extended from
Monte della Torraccla down to Belvedere, thence to Rocca Corneta and
up and along the Campianc Ridge. From there the line ran to Monte
Spigolino thence to Castelnuovo. The estimated gnemy strength holdingl
the area was four basttalions of the 232nd Diviasion. The bulk of his
artilléry was centered in the town oI'Montese, Our reconnaissance, 6f
inestimeble value in planning the subssquent operation, had further in-
dicated thet the total number of guns capable of being brought to bear
upon our route of attack was 83. In reserve the enemy held four hat-
telions of varying strengths. In previous Operationa on the slopes of
" Monte Belvedere, the Germans had shown considerable power in repulsing
locel actlon. Turther, well remembered were three previous unsuccess-
ful Allied attacks against the same objectives. Therefore, the prob-
abllity of a strong dgfense and counterattacks at any time were em~
phasized, 1In our previous encounters wilth the enemy, 1t was evidenced
that though thé'percentage of young men was limited, the defense
potentisl for the Cerman organlzation was_fairly high., 4nd, as in all

mountain warfare, the elements holding the ridgelines snd dug in along

(8) Personal observation, self,

6o
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the crests were to have the advantage and such was the enemy's posi-
_tion at this time. |
| Since 1ittle action had ocecurred in the Monte Belvedsre region
since last November, it was also expected that an intricate system of
mine fields would have been developed by the enemy. WNorth of Querciole
probable fields ranged along the passable trails, covering thereby all
logical routes of approsach. Nortﬁ of GaggioiMdntano were located heavy
mineflelds in the Brazilian line of attack, (9)

PLANNING

The tactical effect of the terrain made the capture of the Cemw
plano Ridge highly edvantageous for by so doing we could have bhetter
observation for the future development of the attack and, perhaps more
1mportént, deﬁrive the enemy of this strategie height which he used;to
an advantage as an observation post for his artillery. | |

It was evident that this ridge would have to be secured before
any succeasful attack could be launched against Belvedere itself,

Routes of communication promised'to be extremely difficult_in that
they would have to follow either the steep tralls or pass along the
roads which would make them vulnerable to motor movement. Snow was
algo to be taken into account, a élowing feature to motorized movement,
' Furfher, the nature of nany of the sharp draws and gullies rendered
tanks and heavy vehlcles almost useless. .

Since all routes of approaqh to the Belvedere sector could be
observed by the enemy, 1t was evident that it would be necessary to
make all movements into the area under cover of darkness., As to the
attack 1tself;'£he hazzards of launching & daylight attack by an ine-
experienced diviaidn across long, open slopes against a strongly de-

fended mountain position were carefully weighed agalnst the losses that

would result from a night atteck. The final plan directed a bold,

(9) A."Bc :
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surprise h}ght attéck of five-battalion strength. (10)

Detailed_warning orders were lssued some two weeks prior to D=~
‘Day and intensive training was initiatea involving the detailed study
of maps, photographs, rehearsals évef comparable terrain, and aerial
reconnaigsance in L-S Liaison Alrcraft by unit commanders. (11)

| TEE PLAN

On 15 February, 1945, the attack orders were issusd. The 86th
Mt., Inf., less the 3rd Battalion, was assigned the missions of secur-
ing the Cemplanc Ridge on D-Day minus 1, protecting the left {West)
flank of the Division and assisting by fire the advance of tho 87th
Mountain Infahtry in its attack on D-Day. The 3rd Battalion, 86th
Mountain Tnfantry was to relieve thé laft battalioh of the Brazilien
Expodltionary Force on the right of the Division and thus be in posi-
tion to protect the right {East) flank of the Divisioh. It would fur=-
ther maintaln contact.with the BET on its right and the 85th Mountain
Infantry on its lsft.

The 85th Mountain Infaentry with the 604th Mountain Tield Ariillery
Battallon and Company B; 84th Chemical Battalion in direct support
would attack with'iwo battalions abreast and seize the highest peak of
Monte Belvedere and upon 1ts capture swing north to take Monte Gofgo-
lesco, thence up the ridege to Monte delle Torraccla. |

The 87th Mountaln Infantry with the 616th Mountain Field Artil-
lery Battellion and 1 platoon, Company 3B, 84th Chemical Battalion in
direct support would attackhon the left 6f and parallel to the 85th
Mountaln Infantrj to seize Corona initially, and then split off--the
2nd Battallon tﬁrning left toward Rocca Cornetea and securing the L1ittle
towns of Polla and Florio; and the 1st Battélion passing through Corow-

na, turning right and moving up to assist the 85th Mountain Infantry

in taking the summit of Belvedere.-

{10) A~3; {(11) Personal knowledge.
8,
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The lline of departure for the attack ran Trom Grecchis northwesf
to Querciola and from there in a northerly loop to Il Palazzo, follow-
ing the roed nets, |

The 10th Mountain Anti-tank Battalion with the 10th Mountain Re-
connalssance Troop attached was to be prepared to relleve the 86th
Mountaln Infentry on the Cemplano Ridge on order,

The missions of the Engineer and Signal units were also outlined,
IThair problems of maintenance_of the axies of communication énd supply
prior toland durlng .the attack would be their most formldable taéks.

 The Division Artillery was to support the lst Battalion, 86th
Mountain Infantry in its attack on D-1 and thereaffer each battalion
would support its normelly supported Infantry Hegiment. The fires of
the Dlvision Artillery were to be supplemented by the following ettached
units: The 175th. FA Battalion, Battery A, 1125th TA, Battery A, 1127th
TA, thé B84th Chemlcal Battalion,'Company A,'TOlst Tank Destroyer
Battallon. The followiﬁg additional Corps Troops were to partidipate
in the attack,'coordinatiﬁg closély with our needs: the entire 70lst
- Tank Destroyer Battallon, the 894th Tank Destroyer Battalion, the 75lst
Tenk Destroyer Battalion, and Battery‘c, 360th AAA Battalion. (12)

THE MOVE TO THE FORWARD ASSFMBLY AREAS
The movements of the various olements of the Division to their
forward sssembly areas were started on the night of 17 February and wers
all completed by daylight on the morning of 18 Tebruary. I will not
go lnto thé move of each unit but I do fesl that the move of the 86th
Mountaln Infentry Regiment was ityplcal and is worthy of mention here.
On 16 February, the Regimental S-2 established the forward command
post at La Ca and, with the Intelligence and Réeonnaissance Platoon,
was selécting and cstablishing observation posts fbr the operation.

From'the.windOWS:of the anclent stone dwelling which he had selected

(12) A-3 .
9. | 205



as the command pdst proper, one could look directly up at the enemy
manning his observation posts on the ridges which formed a semi-clrele
sround the narrow valley. By 1550 hours, 17 February, the main body
of troops had cleared the rear area in the yiciﬁity of Iucce and was
moving up. |

The lst and 2nd Battallons detrucked in the vicinity of Castellucio
and moved out Ilmmedistely. By midnight, the long lines of trudging
doughboys of the lst Batfalion had cleared Vidliclatico. Above their
heads, plercing the darkness , the powerful searchllights from positions
near Silla played on the slopes of Monte Belvedere and the Campiano
Ridge, Between the columﬁs of men rolled a steady column of trucks, as
supplies, emmunition and equipment moved up. Even though blackout pre-
cautions were strictly enforced, it seemed incredible that the Germahé,
watchlng from the surrounding ridges, did not know what was transpiring
below them. A capitured German officer remarked afterward that they had

heard notse in Vidiciatico but, "We failed to take note of 1t bocause
we were accustomed to hearing'the'roar of American vehlecles™, At 0055
on the morning of 18 TFebrusry, the 5rd Battalion had completed the oce
cupation of its positions on the right flank. An hour and a half later,
the lsf Battélion opened its coﬁmand posf.at Farne and shortly there-
after, the 2nd Battalion was In place with its command post at Torlalno.
(13) _

The 85th Mountain Infantry hed closed into its area with its com= .
mand post at Road Junction 835 and the 87£h_Mountain Infentry had closed
into its ares with its command post at Vidielatico, The command post

for the Division and the Divislon Artillery was at Lizzano In Bglvedere.
(14) '
As B result of extensive reconnaissance and pin peoint planning,

every man of the Division was in a house or other similar shelter prior

(13) Personal knowledge,self; (l4) A-3.

10.
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to'daylight on 18 February, and the day vas spent wlth the entire\di-
viglon concealed right under the noses of Geﬁnah ocutposts on the ridges
above, Jeaponé were checked, ammunition Issued, equipment inspectéd,
and eveyry men was rehearsed_OVer and over agein as to the part he was
expected to play in the operation,

THE CAPTURE OF ME MTE MANCINELLO-PIZZO DI CAMPIANO RIDGE

The capture of the Camplano Ridge by the 56th Mountain Infantry
was a feat of sound b&anning, physical'enduranCe and nountaineering.
The plén, basod upon wecks of reéonnéissance, intensive map and sand
table study, sas for the lst Battazlion with Company i" attached to
agsault the ridge in five columns using five differsnt traills.

The companies’of the lst Battalion had been organized into forces,
'each of which had selected as assault platoon of 1ts best mouniain-
trained men. This platoon was to be preceded by a trall party of from
three to four men who would select the trail and fix ropes where re-
quired. The following is a breskdown of the forces and thelr respec~
tilve objectiﬁes.

orce A - Objective, Pizzo 41 Campiano

Rifle Platoon from Company A
Litter squads
Torward Observer party
Force B - Objective, Mte Cappel Buso
Rifle Compeny, Company B
Machine gun Platoon equipped wlth light machine
guns
Sectlons of 81 MM mortars
Litter sguads
Trorward Observer party
Tforce - Objective, Mte Serréssicia
Rifle Company, Company C
Msehine gun Platoon
Section of 81 MM morters
Litter Sguads
Pioneer Squad
Forward Qbserver barty
Foree D - Objective, Mbte Mancinello
Rifle company less one platoon, Gompany A
Litter squads '
Pionsor Squad Efﬁ?
Foruard Observer party '

11,

HHEpER O HHGOGHFHH Q@ Hppo HEFE W HoH



TForce E - ObjJective, Le Plagge
1 Rifle Company, Company F
1 Machine gun Platoon
1 Section of 81 MM mortars
2 Lltter squads

Company F, reinforced, had found a trall from Madonna Del Acero
up to the high gTOund south of Mte Mancinelio called'Piagge. They were
td go up this trail and once on top, they would profect the left flénk
of the lst Battalion. ‘hen the entire ridge had been secured, Company
P would rejolin its own battalion and the lst Battalion would assume
feSponsibility for its own left flank,

In addition to the above listed organic and attached pefsonnel, a
specially organized "Porter" platbon of thirty men from the Reghnental
Service Company was attached which was to follow Company é to Ceppel
Buso carrying four .50 caliber machine guns and ammunition in additibn
to mortar ammunition.' Also attached was the 256th. Quartsrmaster
Pack Company which wes to supply the forces on Mie Mancinello and
Serrassiccla,

‘The supporting flires consisted of the following: Three_battalions
of field artillery in direct support,seven .50 caliber machine guns
firing direcf fire on Cempisno and Cappsel Buso from positions in the
vieinity of La Ca end Plinardo. Battalion anti-tank guns (75 MM Pack
Howltzer) to deliver direct fire from positions in vicinity of La Ca,
one platoon Tank Destroyers and one platoon medium taniks in positions
for direct fire on Campiano, Cappel Buso, and Serrassdcia, and one
platoon chemical mortars. These supporting units were all 1in position
the night of 18«19 ﬁebruary and were subject to fire on call from the
Battalion Commander, No registratioh'fires were desired so as to kaep
the element of surprise.

The attack "Jumped off" at 1930 on the night of 18 Tebradry and
before morning all forces, having climbed the stecp, ley tralils in

pitch black ddrkness had reached their objectives without a casualty.

12, 3 268



The enemy had fired upon the columns several times but the fire was
net returned and it i1s belisved that.the eneny 4id not become over
slarmed. |

During the early morning of 19 February, & very hesvy fog settled
over the whole ridge,'an extreme advantage as 1t concealed the move;
ments of our forces and alloled more time for the digzing 1n and pré-
parations for defending., 4t 1100, the fog began to iift and the supe
porting fires were register~d. Trou that tise until fhe'battalion was
relleved on 23 Februery, counterattacks of diminishing strengths con-
tinued along the ridge. These counterattacks were of patrol alze of
ten wen to company size of seventy to elghty men, At no time did the
- enemy get Into our pogltions although on several occesions the 1llegal
use of the Geneva Red Cross flag was effected'by him,

The obJectives on Camplano Ridse were taken without a casualty
but the subseguent counterattacks resulted in 17 killed, 32 wounded,
aéd % missing., None of the wounded were lost due to ths timely use of
plasma, although, In some inséances, 1t reyuired from & to 12 hours to
" pack a casgualty down from the ridge.

The AifTiculties encountered by supply agencies Juring this attack
were many. Alnost all supply was eflected by the use of wmules ard on
hurian ﬁn;ks, thourh "weasels™ wers used fto a Linilte? extent in soms
Tocalities.

It was learned Trom prisoner inﬁerrogation that the ridge had bean
held by the 7th Company, 1044th Regiment of the 232nd Fusiliers and
that this unit was scheluled to be relieved by two companies of the 4th
Mountain Battalion (Separcte) on 19 February. The attack caught the
enemy during this reiief and cemne as a cotmplete surprise. 4% no tine

did the encmy expect an attack on.this ridge because 1t was belleved

13,
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that 1t was an obstacle too rugged for a large unit to attempt. (15)
Now, with its left flank secure, the Division wes ready to launch
its meln attack upon Monte Belvedere 1tself,

THE CAPTURE OF MONTE BELVEDERE

At 3300 on 19 Februery, the lst and 3rd Battalions.of the 85th
Mouhtain Infgntry pushed out aeross the line of departure and began
the ascent of their first objectives. The 3rd Battalion on the Loft
elimbing the slépes of Mte Belvedére and_the 1st Battalion on the right
advancing to Mte Gorgolesco, To the left, the lst and 2nd Battalions
of the.BVth Mountain Infantr&,'znd Battelion on the left, had attacked
gimultaneocusly 1n the directioﬁ of Corona. On the right of the B85%th
Mounteln Infantry, the Srd Battalion of the 86th Mountain Infantry
attacked up the south slopes of Monte Gorgolesco toward Sen Tilomena.
(16) o

In the attack by the 85th Mountain infantry, the l%t"Batfalion
was the filrst to encounter resistance; at about 0100 1t ran into heavy
machine gun, machine pistol, mortar and artillery fires, but continued
.to advance against constantly increasing resiétance. At 0410, Companices
I ard L had achieved a partial encirclement of thé summit of Mte Bel-
| vedefe and reported recelving heavy artillery firés.' At thils time the
Commanding Officer of Company I was killed, and after advancing beyond
his company on a limlted reconnaissance the Commending Q0fficer of
Company L was plnned down by enemy flres snd weas unable to return.
The resulting confusion caused a short delay but the Zxecutive 0fficers
of both companies soon had the éttack undef vay and by 1015 the batta=-
lion was in possession of the objective, and reported it was in falr
condition but ﬁndergoing extremely heavy artlllery and mortar fire.

Later investigation disclosed several 120 MM Mortar pegitions on the

(156) A-5; A=7; (16) A-4; A-B. }
14.
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outer slope of Belveders which had inflicted heavy casuaslties upon the

hatfalion,

VoLt

On the left the 34 Battalion, 85th Mountain Infantry, had advanced

without ineid- nt until 0500 when 1% rpceived heavy mortar fires,

It

is believed that these fires wers the protective flres of the German

position that had been brought down when the movement had becn detected.

No apparent adjustments were made and,

ualties, particular]
to halt the advance
Mte Gorgolesco, andé
objective, By 08610,

(17}

ly in Company C,

although they caused heavy cas-

they were not sufficiently foectivé
By 0440.Company C had surrounded the objJective,

by 0B00, both companies C and B were assaulting the

the summit was in the hands of the 1st Battaelion,

TLet us now look at the zone of the 87th Mountain Infantry on the

left, By midnight,

the attacking companies of the lst Battalion were

fired upoh by machine plistols, machine guns, and artillery flres and

were helther able 1«
By 0430, however, Ct
through mine Tields
on the western summ
passed the town of ¢

0600 the town of Val
On the left, th

minefields In the ares sast of Polla shorily after midnight.

gsimul tansously,

ams fires and were

time the towns of Polla, Tlorio,

with the ald of art:

1t of Mte Belvedere,

they began 1o receive heavy artillery, mortar,

» obtaln fire superiority nor advance until after 0B0C

mpanles B and €, having breached the wire and passed

ih front of the enemy poslitlions, were on cbjectlves
These two éompanies hed by-
torona which was later mopped up by Company 4. AT
[ plana fell to thé lst Battalion,
16 2nd Battalion's attacking companles encountered
Almost

and small
unable to advance until afterndaybreak, at which |
and Planello were stormed and faken

ll1lery and fire support Trom the elements of the

86th Mountain Infantry on Qampiano Ridgs, as well as alr support.

As planned, the 87th Mountain Infentry at this time occupled a

(17) A-4; A-3,

15,
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line extending through the:towns of Florio, Polla, to a.point at
Valpiana, and on to the peak of BeiVedere. The lst Battalion of the
85th Mountain Infantry would later be relieved of 1ts posltions on
Belvedere and the 87th Mountain Infaniry would then extend its zone of
respoﬁsibility northeast to Mte Gorgolesco.

| Trom this time untll thelavth Mountain Infantry was relieved a
week later, there were no major developmenta, With the mission of de~
fending the battle's gains, positions were steadily Iimproved tactieally.
By mildnight 20 February theré had been 18 deaths and 91 wounded in the
reglment during the preceding twenty-rfour hour period, Shell fire dur~
ing the followilng eight days took its toll, killing 16 and woundi ng 44.
Only when our planes were in the alr were the men sure of resplte from
the artillery and mortar fire. Couﬁterattacks occcurred with décreasing
frequency and all were beateﬁ back with hesvy losas t0 the enem& and -
with 1ittle loss to ourselves. (18) |

On the extreme right of the divislon sector, the 3rd Battalion of

the 86th Mountain Infantry had progressed in 1lts attack successfully,
countering all enemy attempis to disrupt the development. By 0345, it
had taken San Pilomena and was prepa:ing to defend 1ts gains. (19)

THE GAPTURE OF THE SECOND OBIECTIVES

The.offensive actlions 1o takelplace during the daylight hours of
20 February fell-maihly to the lot of the 85th Mountain Infantry Regl~
ment. With-the 86th Mouniain Infantry holding the Camplano Ridge on
the left, the 87th Mountaln Infantry the gap'betw§en the ridge and Mte
Gorgolesco, and the 3rd Battalion, 86th Mountain Infantry securing fhe
right flank, the 85th Mountain Infentry was now ready to push its attack
from Mte GorgéiéSCo up the ridge toward della Torraccis., The need to
.do so immediately was apparent; hostile ertillery, only, was now belng
recelved, and, for the moment, the German was pulling back.

(18) A-3; A-6; (19) A-B. .
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The lst Battalion,'therefore, at 0730, committed Company A
Which until this time had been in reserve., 1t crossed the ridge but
was held up fof almost an hour by heavy enemy fires which now, in
broad daylizht, vere carefully aimed and sdjusted. By 0830, however,
the attack was well on 1ts way. Companles B and C, after mopplng up
along the Relvedefemﬁorgolesco Ridge; followed in a column of com~
panies. At this tiue, the 2nd Béttalion in reserve, was ordered onto
the ridge and soon followed the attack of the lst Battalion. The 34
Battalion was occupled in conscolidsting its own positions on Belve-
dere and in sending its reserve company to take over the positions on
Gorgelesco vacated by the lst Batféliom.

Shortlf alfter 1000, the attacking companies of the lst Battalion
succeoded In repelling the first eneny counterattack, which came from
the northeast., This counterattack, the first indication that the
enermy had 5een able to reorgainize to any abpreciaﬁle cxtent, indicated
that he would also overlook no opportunity to regein his losses. In
the vieinity of Hill 1053, Gompan& A entered heavy woods to be wet
. wlth the strongest resistance thus far encountered, The enewy had
occupled very strong positions which had been prepared to mest an at-
tack from the southeast. Here, the effect of ohserwved artlllery fires
was made evVon MOre dovastating by tree bursts. OQur counter batiery .
artillery fires were reasonably effective and wlth the close-in sup-
port by a group of D=47 aiveraft gquipped with 500 pound bombs and
rockets succeeded in neutralizing the hostile fires enough to permit
the atback to continue, Hill 1053 was cepbured by 1750, (20)

On the rizht, the 3d Dattalion, 86th Mountain Infantry hed ad=
vanced to and capturved the town of hazzancana. {21) |

THE FINAL OBJRCTIVE

It had been plannéd that upon the capture of Hill 1053, the and

(20) A~4; {21} A-D ' 17,
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“Battallon of the 85th Mountain Infantry would pass through the lst
Battalion and continue the attack with the'missi?n of taking Mte dells
Torraccla that -night. TUpon being passed through; the lst Battalion
'wbﬁld organize its positions and defend to the north, The 34 Batta~-
lion on Belvedere was to be relisved by the lst Battelion, 87th
Mountasin Infantry and was to ocecupy defensive positions extending
from ¥te. Gorgolesco on its left to the left flank of the 1st Bate
falion, 85th Mountaln Infentry on 1ts right. Its advance had created
a geap of some 6QO'yards between itself and the right.flank of the lst
Battallon which gubjected the wire and supply parties to the hazards
of.ettack by Infiltrating ﬁatrols,' | |
Just before 1800, 20 February, the 8nd Battalion passed through
the 1st Battalion and immediatcly met such stubborn reslstence that
- after reaching the first hish ground, some 500 yafds beyond, 1t was
ordered at 2100 to hold up for the night and prepsre t0 continue the
attack at daylight on 21 Pebruary. Almost immediately, the enemy
launched & counterattack of three cdmpany strength which was suc¢cess-
fully repulsed,

— A% 0450, 2], February, the battalion hegan tb raceive a heavy
shelling by the German artillery. At this time, the battalion occu-~
pled an area heavily overgrown with large pine trses which greatly
increased the effectivensss of enemy shells by causlng a‘great per-
centage of tree.bursts. In addition to the severe shellings, the bat-
talioh had withstood Tive counterattacks during the.night and was in
.8 serious state; many casualties had been suffered. Company H suf-
fered most heavily in the loss of leaders, having only one officer
who wés not killed or wounded. In addition, enemy activity had pre-

' vented.supplies from reaohing.the battalion. '
At this time, the Battallon Commander reported that his batta-

1ion wes in such & serious condition that it could not continue the

18,
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attack as planned. He was ordered, nevertheless, 1o press his at-
tack vigorously and was assured that every efforit would be made 10
resupply him,
| Upon recelpt of thess orders, reorganization of the depleted
battalion was lmmedlately effected and, at about 1300, the battalion
resumed itg attaqk. During the renowed advance, the battelion was
subjected to the fife of German_direot fire weapons and casualtles
continued to increase. By 2000, the Battalion Commander reported that
he was on Mte della Torraccle and was ordered to consolidate his
positions., 'The next morning 1t was found that the report had been in
error for the position was then determined to be 400 yards short. (22)
| At this timé, the Brazilisn Expeditlonary Force had rsporied
the capture of Monte Castello, This made contact betvween the 2nd
Batfalion, 85th Mountain Infantry, the 34 Battalion, 86th Mountain
Infantry, end the BEF possible to the end of‘routing any enemy couhteors-
measures launched in thls sector. {23) |
At 0700 on the wmorning of 22 Februsry, the 2nd Battalion, 85th
Wountain Infantry launched anothsr attack in an effort to selze della
Torraccia but was met with such hesvy resistance that little advance.
- wase made. dnemy shelling was even more vicious than it had been the
preceding day and autometic weapons effectively coversd all routes
of approacﬁ. By that afterncon at 1700, the batiallon, with now only
A00 men and low on ammunition, weapons, food and water, was ordered to
consolidate 1ts position and prepsrse to recelve reinforcements and
suppliss. This consolidation was still teking place at noon on 23
February. (24) o |
At this $ime, the 34 Battalion, 86th Mountain Infantry which had
been moving up to the right rear of the stricken 2nd Battalion of the

85th Mountaln Infantry, was Ordered to move through the 2nd Battallon

(22) A=4; (23) A=3; (24)_A~4. Lo

<15



and'prepare for én attack on Mte della Torraccia at 0700 on 24
Pebruary., {25)

Let us, at this time, take stock of the dispositions and ac-
complishments of the Tenth Mountain. Division as on the night of 238
Februéry, Starting on the left flank, the Tenth Mountain Antil-tank
Batﬁalion with the Tenth Mountain Reconnaissance:Troop attached had
relieved the elements of the 86th Mountain Infantry on Campieno Ridge.
. Down the ridge and'in Rocca Corneta was a small group of Itallan Par-
tisans,' To their right and extendihg up the western slope of Belvedere
thence to Valpiana end Mte Gorgolesco, was the 87th Mountain Infentry,
From Gorgolesco up the ridge to the position of their 2nd Battelion
just short of Mte dells Torraccis, lay the BsthIMOMntain Infantry. To
their right was the 3d Battalion, 86th Mountain Infantry maintaining
contact with the BEF which was working lts way up from Mte Castello
and La Serra. (28) '

In this attack, therefore, & definite spearhead had besn thrust
Into the side of the German mountain.defense.. Pogitions ovarlookihg
his defenses on the road to Bologna were being seized. The enemy was
being pushed off his anchor line. |

THE GAPTURE OF MTE DELLA TORRACCIA

In the left and center sectors the early morning hours of 24
Tebruary were relatively qulet with the exception of limited artillery
duels. The antlcipated counterattacks had not mate:ialized except in
the cases of small ones in local areas, The attack of the 34 Batte-
lion of the Bﬁth'Mbuntain Infantry against the last stronghold on Mte
della Torraccia-ju@ped off as scheduled. The expecﬁed alr support
did no£ arrive until'15 minutes later. As In the case of the 2nd
Battalion, 85th Mountain Infantfy, the attacking companies of this

battalion met heavy resigtance but by vieious fighting and excellent

(26) A~5; (26) A-3; A-5,



use of the supporting alr aﬁd artlillery as well as its organic sup-
porting wespons, the batialion captured its objective_by 1500,

By 1600, the enemy had had time to recover from_the loss of the
most of Mte della Torraccla end the ridges immediately north and northe
sast of the mountain; a counterattack was in order. Twenty minutes
later the enemy opened up against the west flank but by 1850, it ap-
peared as I1f the thrust had been brought under éontrol. Before mid-
night, however, new sttacks had to be beaten off and sixiy more rounds
of enemy artillery fell, This attack was a heavy one and, though its
main'threat was repulsed at 0230, it contlinued spasmodically through-
out the night, with mortar and artillery fires.Supéorting.- By 0700,
29 February, the attack was definitely over; %he final objective.had.
been secured end successfully defended. '(27£

THE ROLE OF THE SUPPORTING ARMS

Durinz the Belvedere-Torraccla actlon, the artillery supported
the advancing troops by continually pounding the gnemy with time fuzse,
time~on~target, and variable time firing. The coordination necessary
for iime-on-target filring was maintained at all times by the fire di-
rection oenters'of the batteries. Our Division Ariillery fired for
their first time the variable time ammunition and in this sxtremely
steep terraln where the angle of slope in respect to thé angle of
Plicht became less acute, the effect of the burst, 45 Teat 1In the air,
shattered the sldes nf Qugouts ranged along the contours. rIn was found,
however, that weather conditlons in such a sltuation did condition its
devastating results. Night firing of VI cauzht the Germans whenever
they tried to mové materlals and men avove ground. The constant con~
hination of thé three types of Tlre caused heavy eneny casusltlies and
produced the desired softening-up effect. |

Of tremendous effect In fhe attack was the use for the first time
(27) A~B, o1,
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in the Medlterranean Theatre of the complete resources of air power.
Instead of oblique briefing from the ground, in which gerisl ohWssrva-
tion 1s limited to the vislon of the ground observation post, an L=5,
Ligsion airplene was used. Thig alrplane ls briefed first by the
ground 0P, It_theﬁ investigates the target under conslderation from

a vertical position. As the filghter planés approach, the L~-5 briefs
the pllots as to the oxact locations and nature of - the target. Greai-
Chy accuraéy and more extensive obéervation were the .rewards of this
system, Close~ln operations by aircraft were thus made less hazardous
to friendly troops. (28)

| ' ANALYSIS 4ND GRITICISM

The Tenth Mountain Division, in 1ts first assigned_miésion, ag-
complished the following difficult tasks:

a. Concentrated in a yalley overlooked on three sides by the
enemy, over an inadequate road net, without being discovered by the .
enemy . |

b. Selzed ﬁy night assault the precipitous'mountain range on
the left consisting of mouﬁtains Mancinello, Serrasiccia, Capel Buso,
and Pizgzo di Campiaho. | ‘ |

¢. Successfully assaulted by night theo enemy strong defensive
line including the strong points of Mt. Gorpolesco-ift. Belvedsre-
Valpiana and the fortifled towns of Corcna, Polla, Florio and Rocca

4

Corneta,

d. Held the areas seized against counterattaeks and captured
the successive objectives.northeast of Mounl Gorgolesco to include
the final objective--lount della Torraccla. A total advance from left
%o righf‘of'some 18,000 metars,
o ‘In the accomplishment of the above missions, the division overrén
_. and defeated elements of sight dilfferent battalidns (parts of twb
.divisions, plus twe separafe battaiioﬁs), from which approximately

400 prisoners of war sere taken,

£8) 4-3. o 22, | | “?18



Having achleved tactical surprise, the division swept through
the operation in less time than had been anticiﬁated. The main ef-
fort had been made by the 85th Mountaln Infsntry. In a sense, 1%t was
a peculiar situation which the division met. 7The enemy wes hit just
'When he was effecting a hormal relief. The Y4lst was coming Into the
line from the Aﬂriatic. That the Cermans were caught off balance and
poorly oriented as to the terrain in which they were fighting may be
sald to welgh in ourlfavor.' The fact, however, that a relief was in
progress gave him mors troops with which to manéuver agalnst our forge
within a shorter radius of eritical poihts. fhere he lacked men,'he
struck ﬁith heavier artillery. The resistance whiéh the Gefmahs of-
fered fhroughout the operatlon was not és great as anticipated, al-
though hils local counterattacks were launchecd in strength.

The following points will admit to criticism:

l. Lack of air bombardment and aertillery preparatory fires prior
to the main attack. It sppears that the softening-up effect of such
fires before the attack on Belvedere would have warranted the loss of
surpfise et thls point. The all-important Cemplano Ridgé to the left
had been taken and 1t 1s, T believe, safe to gagsume that the enemy was
well aware of the probabilities of a further attack on Belvedere.

2. The lst Battallon, 85tthountain Infantry is to be criticized
for sllowing the 600 yard gap to form between itself and the. 2nd Bat-
tellon during the initial attack on Mte della Torraccia by the 2nd
Battalion. |

3., The Commanding Officer of the 2nd Battalion, 85th Mountain
Tnfantry ls to be criticized for his obvious lack pf agressiveness.

Tt is believed_that,.had his abtack boen vigorously pushed out of the
wooded area short of Mte dells Torraccla, the effects of the artillery
tree buréts would haﬁe not been as disasterous. He allowsd his at-

tack to bog down there and his first actions were to report that he

| | - <l



was unable to advsnce. He 1s to be further criticized for the or-

. roneous reﬁort that his battalion was on 1ts objJective when this was
not the case. This incldent resulted in no serious complicatiéﬁs bﬁt
1t 18 concelvable that 1t might have.

4, ‘'The fallure of the supporting air to arrive on time t0 sup=
port the 34 Battalion, 86th Mountain Infantry in 1ts initiel attack
on.Mte della Torracecia, | |

The success of the opsratlon which was the prelude to the final
breskthrough to the Po and to the Alps can bé acredited to the fol-
lowing:

1. 70 percent of the personnei'had been trained for mountein
warfere in the Mmerican Rockies. They had no fear of rugged, preci-
pltous and difficult terrain. _

| 2. Barly and complete reconnaissance of the objectives for-
routes of approach by officers and men whb knew'mcuntains.'

3¢ A gimple plan made gasy by detailed orders, use of tha sand
tabls, aerial photographs, and complete orientation of every officer
and mean.

4. Aerial recoﬁnaissance hy the commanders of terrain thet could
be observéd by ground reconnal ssance.

5. An adequete perlod for preparation and fofmulation of plans.

6. TRehearsal over terraein whlch was &s nearly eas pesgsible, com=-
parable to the terraih over which the operatlion was to take place.

7. Night ﬁovsment.in the approach and sttack phase.

8, Superior physlecal condition and stamina of all personnel.

9, High morale and esprit de corps of the men who knew that they
were a speclallzed mountain unit,

LESSONS LEARNED

1. Secrecy measures should not he enforced to the point of neg-
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1

lecting preparatory fires when the advantages of thelr use would

e L S £

outweigh the-diaadvantage of the loss of surpriss.

to maintaln that contact.

JUNPREL

%. Uhit-commanders must be agressive.

P P T IS IR SV

3
2 Units aaaipned contact missions ahould neke-every attampt %

r
|
!

caeualtieo than will be sustained as & result of staying in the wooda

4, A unit that pushea-iﬁa'affaek threﬁgh a wooded area while

: undar heavy artjllerg fires w111 in most instances, suatain fewer

Pt

supported arms.

G Specnalized training of units the size of a division 1s prac

5. Cloee coordination must be maintained between supportlng andi

tical and ye&lda"_lgreat dividends in combat, ' g

7. Timely warning orders, detailed planning,Iand adequate time a

for rehearsale do_much to simplify = neeeasarily eomplicated"plan.

8. The majority of men Who have received specielized training
as a member of a specializad unit will do thelr utmost to justify 1
this‘-rfr‘aa;r;lht, and bhe accompanjing distinction. , i
9. A niﬁht attack of de151on strenﬁth is praeticable if the

time for preparation and orientation is adegquute,
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