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LiL OPZRAIIONS OF COMPANY B, 2325D INFANTRY
{(42ND INFAKTRY DIVISICN) IN THZ DWFENSE OF
PIE QUILE AIVER, NGATH OF STRASBOURG, ALSAGE,
R4 DECEBIR 194418 JAWUARY 1945
- (RHINELAFD CAMPAIGN)
(Personal Experience of a Rifle Company Zommander )

O3 IENTATION

INTRODUCT ION

This moncgraph covers the operations of - Company, 232nd
Infantry, Task Force Linden, during the period 24 December 1944
to 18 Janusry 1945. This action incorporates tﬁé occupation of
defensive positions in GFFZLDCAF, STATMATTEN and SuSSELHLIM, F@AKG&,
the cbnduct of the defense of these towns to include counteraﬁtaqks
to regain them after losing them due 4o enemy action.

It will bs nscessary to discuss briefly the svents that led
up to'this action, to include the larger units invelved so that the
readér mey understand the action clearly.

On 15 August 1944 the Zeventh Army, under the command of L%.
Ceneral Alaxandgr M. Patch, agsaulted the shores of scuthern FRaliCE
in the vicinity of ST. TRCPEZZ with three divisions sbreast, the 3rd,
36th and 45th. (1) This operation known as DRAGOON, drove north
through Southern FRANCE, and on 11 September 1944 made petrol contact
witﬁ Genera! Patton's Third Army west of DIJON. Contact in force
was made on Z1 September 1944 in the vicinity of EPINAL,.FRANGE. (2)
The drive continued, generalily to the northesst, after junctioning with
the Third Army, and by 16 December 194% elemsnts of the Seventh Army
had crossed the German border, in the vicinity of NEIDEASCHLETENBACGH,
SCHJEIGHOFEY, SCHEIRZNHARD and EEAG. (See Mep A) |

The assault in the ARDENNZS launched by the fermane 15 December

1944 was destined to hals the brillient drive of the . Seventh Army.

(l) A‘5: p. 1‘,"‘5
(2) a-1, p. 66



On 21 Deéemher 1944, the Séventh Army received ordsers to halt the
defensive and dig in. (3) To relieve Third Army for the maximum
effort againstrthe Germen threet, Seventh Army's left boundry wae
._extended to the.left to ST. AVOLD. (See Map B). Its frontage

now extended eightj four miles weetward from the REING. (4) The
shift fock four days and was completed on 25 December, during which
time little action took pl#ce other than the shifting of poaitiﬁns
by both the cerman and American forces. Positions were adjusted
in the VI Jorps ares, generally along the traces of the MAGINOT LINE.
(See Map 2). VI Corps area was.occupiéd by the 79th and 45th
‘Divisions and Task Forces Herron, Hudleson and Linden. The Linden
and Herron Task Forces were composad of the Infantry Regiment only
of the 42nd and 70th Divisions reapectively.

THE BaUKGROUND OF TASK FORCE LINDEN

* A critical need for Infant}y troops to assist in the Winter
opesratione of the U.S. Armies in E_.ROPE in late 1944, necessitated
the shipment of Infantry elements only qf gaveral Infantry.Divisions
in the Zons of Interior to that Theater immediately. Cne of those
units whosa Infantrj_elementa wera shipped in advance of the remainder
of the Division, was the 42nd Infantry Division. The 42nd ﬁivision
waeg activated in July 1943, and began basic training of its fillers
in October 1943. 3y Jaﬁuary 1944 basic trainins was completed and
unit treining was begﬁn. Shortly thereéfter, the Division was
" besieged with requests for men qualifiéa for overseas shipment to be
transferred to other unite. By April 1944 the three Infantry
regiments hed ahipéed out more than 5500 men. (%) These men were
replaced by men from specialiste training échoola, the Air Force and

branchee of the service other than Infantry. The requests did not

(5) A"s.v P 4ob
(4) A-5, p. 495
(5) A-11, ». 3



ceasge héwever, and many of thsse renlacemsnts were shipped opt
after receiving only short refresher coursés in basic training.

The Division was becoming, in effect, & Replacement Training Center.
(6) This procedure continued until 14 Gcfobeg 1944 when the
Division receivéd orders to stop all other training and prepare

the three Infantry Regiments for oversess shipment. ¥en were to
compl=te all POM requirements. (7)

Cn 25 November 1944, th= three Infentry fegiment= under the
comrend of Bripadier Seneral Henning Linden, the assistant Division
Sommander, and'hurriedly aspembled small staff, embarked at New
York and sailed for.Europd. ' The greater part of the men had little
more than six weeks unit training at this time. Cfficers and men,
who in meny instances had met only a few weeks or even days bafore,
were movine out ae & unit for conbat. This is the unit whose actions
will be described on the followingvpagea. (8) |

THZ GENERAL SITUATION

Task Porce Linden arrived in the Port of MARSEILLE, FRAKCE on
7 December 1944 and debarked on 8 December. Movement to DELTA BASE
sterine area, fifteen milea'nofthiof MARSZILLE, was accgmplishéd by
foot and motor.

Upon arrival at the bivouac ares, which wae located on a wind-
swept and stony hill, the units busied themselves unpacking the
2quipment which accompanied the troops. nite at this tims were up
to full TJOLE leas the vehicles which were issued a few days later.
Troops were issyed, alse at this time, itemé of winter combat eqﬁip-
ment , which ineluded shoe pacs, sextra hsavy wool sociks, pile linsrs
for field jackets, and combat trousers.

Combat efficiency, considering the lack of training, could be

(5) A-2, p. 471
(7) a-11, ». 8
(8) Personal knowledge.



rated as aatiafactony; Morale was good, and everyone seemed eager
to move out for their firet combat experience. On 20 December 1944
the unite moved out by motor and rail, Qith STRASBOURG, ALSACE aas its
destination. . The bulk of the units closed into STRASIUURG on 23
December. - -

The Taesk Force originally was destined for the 7th Army. Orders
wefe recelved on 15 December transferring the unit.from the Yth‘to the
5rd Army. | On 20 Deqembér the Task Force was transferred baék to the
7th Army initially for a few hours under 15th Corps, and then as T7th
Army reserve. Tth Army crdered Tagk Fo;cé Linden, 6n 21 December,
to tae over the AHINE RIVER sector in thé zone of the 35th Division.
This szctor extended frcm HERLESHEIM on the north, to PLOB3HIIM on
the squfh, incl?&ing {he city of STRASBEOURG. (8ee Map B). The miseion
of the Task Force ﬁas to océupy ths west banlk of the RHINZ RIVER, to
locate and destroy enem& patrols in that area and to prevent enemy
patrols from infiltrating écross the river.

general Linden disposed the three Regiments as follows: 242nd
Infantry to occupy vositions south of STRASBOURG, 232nd Infantry to
occuvy nositions north of STRASBOURG, 222nd Infanﬁry.to occupy ?ositiona
in the city of STRASIURG. (See Map B). Adiamcent unit; wers Task
Force Ferron on the north, with e similar mission, and éleﬁents of the
lst French grmy‘on the south, with the mission éf containing the Gerﬁans
in the CCL¥AR pocet.

Znemy activity prior to, and at the start of Task Force Linden's
overations, was negligitle'oth;r than occasional enemy patrols. .Th;a
inactivity was short-lived, ending when the enemy mounted a major offensive
in ths STRAS?@?RG ares on £ Jamary 1945. ?his offensive was tp be known

as Operation Nordwind, and was designed to retake STRA3BOURG, and the




SAVERWE GAF from the Allies. (8ee Map )

It had been the intention of 7ih Army to place Task Porce Lindsn
ina relétively‘quiet sector, but circumstances made this sector a
point of bitter fighting. (9)

DISSCSITIO:NS ALD PLAJS OF THE 232ND INFARTRY

The Regiment planned.to dimpose all three 3Battalions on line.
Necessity for this was dictated hy the excessive frontage assigned the
Regiment, vhich extepded from HERRALISHEIM on the north %o STRASBOURG

on the south; exclusive. (See lap D) The terrain in the ares wes
| flat, but cut.up with canale, rivers and petches of woods.  Although
this ﬁype cf terrain would permi£ the accupation of maximum frontages,
the assignsd frontage would oﬁly permit the physical occupation of
emell towns and other key terrain featuree in the area. The weather
wag very ccld and damp, with almost a éontinuous overcast. During
the last ten days of the operation described, appfoxim&tely two inches
of snow fell.

FARRBATION

THE QCOUPAT ION AND DEFENSE UF OFFEﬁDORF, GAMBSHEIM AND STRASBQURG

The let Battalion, 232nd Infantry arrived in STRASIOURG juaﬁ
prior to darkness, on 23 Decemwber, and was billsted in a school building,
in the heart of the city. Upon arrival there, the Company GOmménders
were alerted that the Rattalion was moving out the next day, to relieve
elements of the 35th Divieion on the line north of STRASBCURG.

At 0720, 24 Dscémher 1944, B Company Commender was informed thét
his compeny was to relieve elements of the 35th Divisioﬁ in the town
of CFFINDORF. (See Man D) Attached to B Company would be one -
section of heavy machine guns from D Company. At this.tiﬁe B Company

inquired ae to the availability of awmunition in as much es the total

(9) A—‘S, Lo 598
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amount of ammmition possessed by his Company was one clip'of M-l
rifle ammunition ver weapon. He was informed that none wes
available, but ammuni tion would be issued &s guickly as it could be .
att&ined.

At arproximately 1000 houres, = Compeny wes loaded in emphibious
trucks of the 850th'Am§hibious Truck Company, and moved ?ut of
STRASBOURE to effect the reljef at OFFENDOURF. . As the column approached.
GAMBSEZIM, just south of OFFEZNDORF, (See Map D) 1t wes halted and
dispcrsed_a: GAMBSHEIN was under enemy ar£illery firé. The P Company
comrander moved forward by jeepland contacted the Battalion Commander
in GAMBSHIIM. Directions were rsceived io proceed by jeep to
CFFilDCF and arrenge for relief of the unit there.: Contact was then
made with elements of Company F, 143rd Infentry, end arrangements were
‘mede for immediate relief. 3 Company Gommandef's concern for additional
ammunitior. was greatly relisved when arrangements were méde with the
relisved unit to_leave all of their excess ammnition on voeition.

The relief was accomplishad by infiltration and was completed by
1700 hours. ‘iork was begun immediately to improve positions and to
prspare additibnal ones. A motorized_patrol wee organized and given
‘the mission of patrolling to HERRLISHEIM on the north (See Mep D), which
was unoccupled, and to GAﬁBSHEIM to_the gouth, which wﬁs occupiéd by
Battalion Jommand Post and ¢ Company. A Compeny at this time was
located in.KILSTETT and LA WANTZENAN, the.Command Post being located
in the latter.

The first ni-ht in the line, which wae Christmas Eve, pessed
~without incident other than overeager riflemen and machine gunners
firing ﬁt rustling lemves and foraging rahhité. Due to the bitter cold,

men were.rotated in their fox holes, leaving the positions only half




manned .

At ddwn on 25 December, a combat patrcl was crganized to move
down. to the RAINT RIVER with the mission of destroying any enemy
patrols in our area, and to chbserve enemy a?tivity on the east bank
of the RRINE RAIVER.  The patrol moved %o the river yithout incident,
where they remained all day, where they observed the enemy'impro§ing
hia positions on the east bank of the RHIFE. Thia procedure wes
repeatéd daily until 27 December, during which time a considerahble
amount of information concerning enemy positions was obtained end
forwatrded %o higher headquartera.. |

Zarly 27 December, the Company was alerted to relieve elements
of the 222nd Infantry in the Oity of STRASBOURG. An advence party was
dispatched immediately to make arrangements for the relief which was
to take place by 2400 ‘hours, 27 December. Thie movemént wee the Tirst
of a series of most disconcerting moves, which for the moet part, left-—.
the Company in a state of confusion as to our situation, and the enemy's.
Thie first move was a result of the.Hegiment.Being relieved in its
northern ssctor by elements of Task Force Herromn.

The company moved out by motor at 1500 hours on 27 December and
proceeded to STHASBOU&G, and the relief was effected by 2200 hours.
The positions occupied by B Company were on g man-made island in the
I3 RIVER, which wes separated from STRASSCURG proper by e canal. The
balance of the night was spent in en attempt to orpanize the position,
which was so0 extensive that it required thres platoons on line. Daylight
 on 28 December found the Company fairly well orgaﬁized with wire
communications into all three platoon command posts. The apeed in
occupying these positions can be attributed to a large extent to a .

ferman loudspeaker set up on the east bank of the river, which repeated




at intervals,."WG're coming back on the 28th, Yanks! " This meant that
they were going to attempt to retmke STRASBOURG that very day.

This threat however, was of short duration, for at 1100 hours, on
the 28th, the Company was ordered £o load up and proceed back to GAMBSHEIM.
The relief by Task Force Herron had been changed and the: Regiment had
been ordered baci to its origihial positions north of STRAS2OURAG. B
Company moved out of STRASBOURG with no reluctance, by motor, and arrived
in GAMBSHEIM at approximataly 1700 hours, 28 December.. The Pattalion
Gommgnder pleced A and C compznies on the line. .B Company wae to be in '
. reserve in GAMBSIHIIM, where the Battalion CP wes located. g Company's
mission was to defend GAMBSHEIM, nrepare and rehearss three counterattack
plans, and eesiet A and C Jompanies in their patrol missions.

The company became busily engagad in carrying out its asaigne&
misgsions, but four days later, on 1 Jarmary 1945, the Battélion we.g
alerted for snother move. An snemy threst south of STRASECURG, caused
the 222nd Inféntry to be moved into that area, with the 232nd Infantry .
taking over the ares vacated.by the 2é2nd, in end sround north of STAASBOURG.
This move extended{:;'aegimentul front to nineteen miles. (10) To cover
this front the 2nd and 3rd RBattalions were placed on the line, and the
st B&tﬁalion was held in reserve in SOUFFELWEY:IASHEIM. ’(See MﬁE.D)-

Company clesed into S@UF?ELJEIﬁRSHEIM at epproximetely 1500 hours on
2 January 19&5. Upon arrival tﬁere, B Company Cormander wes immediatei&
informed that the Rattalion was moving out that night to rslieve elements
of 274th Infentry in the towns of SCUFFLEUHEIN, STATTHATTEN and DAUSENHEIM,
(See Map D). . 7
OCCUZATION AVD DIFENSE CF STATTMATTEN

The movenent to effect this relief was to begin immediately after

(10) &a-11, p. 15 -
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darkness, on 2 Jamary, end was Lo be c0mplet§d by 0500 hours of

3 Jaxmuary. B Jompany was to relisve the troops in STAPEMAETEN.
This move'eﬁtended the Regimental front to thirty three ﬁiles, with
its north boundary at KOENIGSBRICK. (11) (See Wap D).

Tmmsdiately after darlknees, 2 Jaruary, E Jompvany moved out,
loaded again on lumbering and unwieldly amphibious trucks. The .
colum moved without incident to- SCUFFLAIHEIM, arriving there at
0100 hours on 3 Januafy, wheré it was met by a guide from the 274th
Infantry who wae to qﬁide the comvany to STATTMATTENT Approximétely
" three miles out of SOUFF..ZLHEIM, the guide confessed that he was lost. -
This prassnted a problem in that the foad was very narrow with deep
ditches on both sides. 7 Amphibious trucks require s tremendous turn
around space. After a lengthy reconnaissance on fool, 2 Company
dommander feund a suitable turn around epace in a large field. Jpon
comhietion of turn around, the Compeny proceeded to STaTTHATTLEN,
‘arriving there at 0400 hours. The relief wee completed by 0500 hours
gnd the ralieved ﬁnit moved out; During the relief the only enemy
infqrmatidn obtained from the unit GCommander being relieve&, was that
there were no rdermans bétween STATTMATTEN and the RAINE.

| % Joupany now occupled a froﬁt extending from the town AUZSHEIM
on.the north to the scuth edge of ths woods just nortq of DRUSANHEIM.
(See Map 11). Physical occupation of such & frontage wae impossible.

t was decided to defend strong points at AUE.HIIM and STAT [WAITEN, and
'patrol by.jeep from STATTMATTEN 4o DAUSENHALIM, which was occupied by
A Company. 2 Company on the lefi, occupied SCUFF LERHEIM and patrolled
north to KOZLIGSBRUCK. The 3rd platoon of B Company took up positions

in AUEAEIIM. The remainder of the CJompany, with one section of

(11) A-11, p. 15

11



heavy machine‘guhs attached, took up positlons in and eround
STATJMATTEN,'utilizing one pill-box in the area which was part of ’
the MAGINCT LINZ. The kitchen and supply wae moved into a achool
building in the center of STATTMATTEN. New positions were dug and

an att;mpt to provide for the all around defense of STAITMAITEN was <
-begun.

On 4 Januery, e patrol was organized'to move across the MCODER
AIVER, proceed thfough the.woods east of STATTHATTEN and locate the
enemy, revorted by civilians to be in Foill LZ4IS, two and & half
miles eas* of STATTMATTEN. The patrol réturned in aprroximetely
three hours, reportiné thet they had encountered a strong enemy patrol
when they arrived at the eastern edge of the woods. (See Mep £). The
sneﬁy patrol was caught in the open, and the B Compeny ﬁatrbl hed
inflicted an unlimown amount of casualties before.withdrawing- The
 Company motor patrcl meanwhile, hgd recornoltersd the town of
DALEUNDEN amd reported it unoccupied by enemy.

On 5 January the enemy crossed the RHIKE RIVAR, nﬁrth of
SPRASBOURZ, attacked and captured GAMBSHEIM, OFF-NDURF and HERRLISHEIM.
This bfidgehead was established by a force about the.strength of an.
Infentry Regiment. It contained two battalions of S8 troopers. They
ware supuorted by twenty tanks and self-propélled guns, 81 and 120mm
mortars, self-propelled 75mm enti-tank guns, 75mm field Howltzers and
artillery. (12) This enemy action became known &g the GAMBSHEIM
bridgehead. fhia bridgehead, in the atiempt to push north, attacked
A Company in DRUSENHEIM. As & result of this action, B Company was
ordered to send one rifle platoon %o support A Compeny. The lst
platoon was chosen for this mission and moved out immediately to jpin

A Compeny. This left the 2nd platoon, the weapons platoon, and the
Pl

(12) A-11, p. 15
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heavy mechine gun section in STATTMATTEN.

At 1700 hours on 5 January, the pillbox occupied by 2 Company
wes attackaa by an enemy patrol, but after an exchange of fire, withdrew.
In anticipation of a nirht attack, B Company Commander reshuffled what
rerained of the Company into a more compact perimeter of the fown.

"he 3rd Flatoon in AUENHEIE, meanwhile, had repdrted no enemy action
in its ares.

As anticipated, the snemy abtacked at 2300 hours that night, with
the strencth of a reinforced Company. (13) The main effort was launched
against the nerth eide Qf STATTMATTEN. At aporoximately@O0O0 hours the
enemy captured & company strongpoint, consisting of a BAR‘team and three
riflsmen, which was defending the west side of_thé town. This wéa a
turning point of the battle, and soon the enemy had captured the weatern-
half of the town, cutting the company completely.off. By 0200 hours all
wire énd radio communication was out, and the Company Commander, moving
about in an ettempt to influence the fire fight, had become separated
from his command grou; by the enem&. I£ was decided to make an sttempt
to-contact the Battalion aﬁd iﬁform them of the situation. At 0430 the
Qompany Commander obtsined four voluntesrs and broke through the enemy
encirclement. At daylicht the group commandeered a civilian vehicle -in
STISENHZIM eand proceeded toward Rettalion Headouarters which was in
SCEINHOFFON. (See Map D} As the group avproached SCHIRHOFFON ?t
encountered the Rattalion Commander, Lt. Colonel Brice C.W. Custer, with
a amall.force.which he had muatéréd: with the intention of recépturing
STATTMATTTEN. This force consisted of a platoon of lipht tanks from
Company D 78lst Tank Pattmlion, and approximetely fiftéen riflemen: {14)

The Battalion Commander was informed of the situation as the B Company

(13) Personal knowledge obteined from ceptured enemy.
(14) vPerconal knowledre.
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group joined with the Hatfalion FTOUD .

Ls the croup approached STATTMATIAN, the enemy opened up with
small arme fire coming from the Qest side of the téwn. The Zattalion
Comrander moved up the lirht tanks and fired fifteen minu#es of
preparatory fire with the 7%mm guns and the machine guns mounted in the
tanks. This action caught the enemy by survrise. The foot elements
and the tarks, led by-Lt. Jolonel Jueter, then moved in to assault the
town. A eeries of swift and intense fire fichts ensued, but with the
tank sssistance, STATIMATIEN wase resscured at 0930 hours, ons hour after
the counter—attack.bsgan. The rescued men of B Comrany began mopping -
up immedistely. Tnemy casualties for this action amounted to approx-
imately thirty killed and sixty six cepiured. 3 Jompeny's casualtics
were four killed, six wounded and six captured. Among thoee killed was
let Lt. yilliam . Clark, the Company Executive Officer. (15)

UCCUSATICN AND DEFX 3% OF SE38ANHTIM

It wae decided by Regiment that SESSENHEIM was a more favorable
town to defend than STATTMATTEY, and at 1500 hours 6 January 1945, B
Coﬁfany was ordered to move back and defend SZS8SEIHEIM. (Ses Map D)
C Company, at the sare time, wa.s moved from SOUFFLANHZIM to RUNZZGHEIM
and AUSNHEIM. (Sse Mep D). This relieved the 3rd Platoon of Company
B in AUENHEIM, which returned to SESSEIEEIM and rejoined the Company on
7 Jenuary. Work was begun immediately to organize defensive positions
in end around 3ISSINHIIM, with outposts being established in STATTMATTEN
and DEMNZELSEZIIM,

Meanwhile, enemy pressure on A Company in DRUSSHHZIM had increased.
This pressure was released by the 2nd Battelion, 314th Infantry, which
attacked to the éouth of DRUSENHEIM in en effort to contein the enemy

exploitation of the GAMBSHIIM Bridgehead. This attack was successful 2

(15) Personal knowledge.
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and resulted in the release of the lst Platoon of B Company from
attachment to A Company.  The platoon returnsd %o B Company in
SE358HAIM on § Januery, and was placed in position on the line around
the town. At the same time, K Company from the 3rd Battalicn, 232nd
VInfantry, was moved iﬁto position in the BCIS de SESSENHEIM CSee Map E)
between B Cowmpany and DRUSENELIM. This shoftened 8 Company's frontage,
considerabfy. The front now extended from the north edge of the BDIé
de SE8B8LNHAIM to the southern edge of BOIS de RDJNTZENHEIM,_& distance
of ahout three thousand yards.
Company strength was now aporoximately one hundred and fifty five.
(15) Attachmgnté gt this timg consisted of one heavy machine gun section,
one platoon of 57mm anti-tank and a VI Gorps Artillery Forward Observer
Team. A ’ | . |f
It was decided that to best defend éESSENHEIM, due to the numercus
approaches, a parimeter defense of the enti;e town would be nscessary.
Thies wes accomplished by placing all three platoons in the perimeter with
2 small reserve held mobile iq.tﬁe center of the tqwn.' Due to the
extreme cold, positions were estebliched in builldings, other than those
protecting the anti-tank and heavy machine puns. ° This was definitely a -
mistake. The enti-tank guns were pleced so es to cover tank approaches -
from the north and east. The héavy'm&cﬁine puns were tied in with the
li}hﬁ.machine gung of the weanons platoon, so as to cover the entire front
of the town. leateral wire commnication wae sstablished with K Company
ocn the right and C Jompany on the left. Foot patrols maintained physical
contact with X Company during darkness. The contact point being a
MAGINGT LINS pillbox on the north edge of the 20I35 de SESSEWHEIM. The

outposts in SITATTMATTEN and DENGELSHEIM consisted of five men .each. Wire

{15) Persoral knowledge.
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was laid to both outposts and to each platbon CP;

8 and G Janﬁary pasesd without incident in the B Company sector.
In HAT 3, seven miles north of SESSZKHIIM, however, the ensmy launched
a girong Infentry and tenk attack on the Sth and were succeésful in
occurying half of the town. (17)

At 050C hours on 10 Jamuary, the outpost in STA IMATTEN reported by
phene that en enemy patrol of twenty men was approaching the town from
the wooda to the east. The outpost Commander reportedlﬁhe exact
formation of tﬁe catrol and deseribsd tneir equipment. The outpost
being on the second floor of the house was in a moét advantagecue position
with no obstrustion bstween them and the enemy patrol. é Company Cﬁmmandef,
honing Lo get the entirs patrol, directed thre outpést to hold their fire
until the ere-y was annroximetely one hundred yards away. In & few
minutes the outoost commender reported that the patrol was within the
preccribed range. He was ordered té open firé. Not & round was fired.
The qOmﬁany Jommander Prantically trisd to regain contac£ with the outpost,
hut was unéucdessful. Shortly thereafter} the telephone Qire was cut.
The 1st platoon wae ordered to move out immediately to attack STATTVATIEN
end regain the outpost. fnon arrival there the platoon found the town

clear of enemy and also the five-man outpost.

+d
a3
(]

period 11 throurh 15 Januéry wag uneventful, and adventege wes
talen of this lull to improve positions in and around SE83ENIEIM. K
Comnany on the right, in the meantime, had encountered aseveral patrol
gkirmishes, and renorted that the enemy was building up a concentration .
of troope in the town of DALHUNDEN and the woods to the north of the town. -
(See dMap E). o |

On 15 January at 0800 hours, the enemy attaéked from the woods north

of DALHU.DIN and capturad DasGELSHEIM. - The outpost reported before the

(17) a-11, p. 21
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wire was euf that the force consisted of arproximately seventy men.
To nrevent a build-up of enemy forese in DEHGE;%HEIM it was mandatory
that a counterattack be 1aunch¢d immediately. Due to & critical
éhortage of artillery amminition at that'time, it became necessary Lo
éttack withcut artillery sunport. The plan of atteck wes as follows:
the 2nd Platoon to attack the northern edge of DEHGE.SHIIM along the
road runnine southeast of SESSEMHEIM. (See Map E). The lst Platoon
to malre & wide envelonment and attack along the road running west and
slightly south out of DE?GE;SHEiM. The lst Platoon maneuver was masked -
by the roade in this area which were built up above the ground levél.

rThe attack jumped off at eprroximately 1000 hours. The 2nd Platoon
moved to within one hundred and fifty yards of the western edge of the
town, end wes stopned by smell arme and sutomatic ﬁqapone fire. Meanwhile,
the let Platoon had wmoved around to ths south of DENGZLSHEIM, end was
moving into assault position. The mensuver was going as planned, when
one of the lst Platoon men, unintentionally fired his rifle. This alerted
tha enemy in the south?rn sector of DELGELSHEIM, and the platoon was
caught in the open with rifle aﬁd machine gun fire. The platoon wes
forced %o withdraw, after receiving séveral casualtles.

Meanwhile, the frontal aitack over open terrain was pinned down.
The Comvany Zommander did ﬁot fsel that he ocould use the 3rd FPlatoon to
assist due to the fact that it was the only thing left in SESSE.HEIM to
stop an atﬁack on that town from another direction. The Company Commander
therefors requestsd assistance from Battalion. - The Battalion Comnmander,
with a platoon of tanke from Company A, 78lst Tank Battaiibn, aﬁd one
platoon from L‘Gompany; arr;ved at approximately 1200 hours. This force,

with what could be withdrawn from the fight of the 2nd Platooﬁ, assaulted
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DIHGILSFLIM from the north. The town was cleared at 1345 hours and
eight nrisonsrs were captured. (18) 18 Gompény's logsss were three
killed and eirht wounded. |

The enewy withdrew to the woods north of DALHUNDEN, and were
pursuedlby tank fire only, into the woods. Fad the attack been presesed
at this tims, to continue on and clsar ocut the woods north of DALHUNDEN,
and destroy the bridgs over the MODER RIVER, the snemy would have bheen
seriously deiayed in his persistant offensive.

Herrassing emall erms and mortar fire was received from the vicinity
of the DALEUZDIN woods, and considerable difficulty was experienced in
evacuation of the DiIxNGELSHEIM casualties. An air strike was requested
on the DALHUYDEN area, and at ‘1545 hours four P-47's hombed aﬁd straffed
the town and the woods with unknown effect. (19)

An outpost was re-establishéed in DEUGE: SHLIM and reinforced with a
light mechins gun. commnication to the outpost wae repaired and the
comnany moved back to its positions in SESSENZEIM.

At 1700 hours Colonel Custer arrived in SISSEXHZIM with a platoon
of tanks, platoon of A Company and a sgquad of Engineers. He stated ihat
“‘he had receivsd a mission from Regiment to blow the DA LHUNDEN bridge.

Colonel Quster requested one platoon of B Jomoany to assist in this

oneration. The %rd Pletoon was assembled and moved out accompanied by
the Comnany Jommander. Tre -line of. departure for this attack wes the
railroad trecks running through the BOI3 de SESSENHIIM in K Company's aresa.
(Ses Mapn ). Upén arrival there it was found *that the tanks could not
move over ths railroad smbankment. Darkness was rapidly aporoaching, ﬁnd

rather than waste time reconncitering for another tank crogsing, it was

(18) Personal Xnowledse.
(19) 4-8, 17 January 1945.
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decided ﬁo move on without the tanks. The two platoons mnved out
abreast across the reilroad tracks, with the rigcht platooﬁ under 7
Golonel Custer guiding on the MODER RIVZR. (See Map E). The formation
moved to within three hundrad yards of the bridge when the left platoon
encountared enemy riflemen digging in. | A ewift exchange of fire began.
This alerted the enemy troops in DALHUNDEN and their hobnail boote could
be heard as they poun&ed acrosé the bridge to reinforce. It became
obvious that the bridre cou'd never bs reached. It we.s getting'dérk_
and the men were firinc at everything thet moved in the woods. In no
time they would be firing at each other in thé dagkness. The attack was
abandoned ard the force withdrew.

The 3rd Platooﬁ was returned guickly to 1ts positions in SESSENHEIM
in anticination ﬁf a nigh% attack. Fowever, the only action throughout
the ﬁi~ht were rernorts froﬁ'the DENGELSHEIM outoost of the sound of tanks
moving in ths vicinity of DALEUXDEN.

At O70C hours on 17 January the outpost in DEKGELSHEIM faported the-
movenent of enemy riflemen and tanks towar& DERGELSHLIM and STATIMATTEN.
By 0800 hours the outposté in both towns were driven in.' SESSENHEIM
wag now undsr an enem§ attack consisting of apovroximately two Infant;y
companiss grd four Mark IV tanke. (20). Two of the enemy tanks were
guickly dissbled by értillery fire; and the other two withdrew to
DENGﬁ_S"EIM. Brnemy Infanﬁry, however, infiltrated into SESSEhﬂdlM,rand
~ house to house firhtirig was taking place. At 1200 hours enesy had infil-
trated i~to ths rear of SES%%S;M from the south. B Company wasg now
surrounded . Plerce fighting from house to house cSntinued.

Unon being informed o ths situation eafly in the morning, the
Battalion Comwander started gathering up 2 small force to counterattack.

A%t 1500 hours the counterattacl was launched areinst the west side of

(20) Personzl knowledge. .
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SESSENHETIA.  The counterattacking force, under ths.command of Lt. =
Golonel Zuster, conei sted of: (21)

1 Rifle platcon, Company A

1 3lmm ¥ertar section, Sompany D

1 3lmm mértar_secfion (aé\riflemen)

1 Platoon of tanks, Company A, 7glet1Tank n

2 ranﬁ destroyers, 827th TD Bn. S

By 1530 hﬁurs the counterattack had_progressed to the center of
the towh, and was joined there by = Company Gommander end & few men ffom-
E Jompany in that area. The counterattack had continued on east and
cl=ared the town by 1700 houre. Reorganization was begun immediately
to restore the defensive positions. In anticipation of an armored snemy
counterattack the tanke were placed in‘position to block thé north and
east apnroaches to the iown. The tank de?troyars were dlaced in position
to bhlock apnroaches_to the southeast and south of the town. While
slacing the tank destroyers in position, two enemy Mark IV Tanks were
spctied mcvin: just south of DENGELSHEIM. Both enemy £anks were.deatroyed
by two rounds fired by one of the Tank Destroyers. (22}
Although'darknesé was épproaéhing, it was impe:étive that EENGSQSHEI&

be resscured. The Battalion Commender decided to atiasck with two
platoons of B Company and the platoon of tanke. The line of departure
for the attack was to be ﬁhe railroad tracks running along the easterﬁ
edge of SESEE:HAIK. (See Map 2). The lst and 2nd Platoons were ordefed
to move to the line of departure; At thie time accurate enemy értillery
and morter fire was falling continuoualj on the eastern part of
SESSENHIIM, makine it extremely difficult to move the men up to the linme

of departure. The attack was Lo move out on ordér_of the Battelion

(21) A-8, January 18, 1945
(22) Personal knowledge.

20



Comnander . Regimental ”ﬁnnon Company wes réquested to fire .-
preparatory fire mlong the western ed?e-of DENGEASHEIM, which was
sporoximately three hundred yards from ﬁhe line of departure. To

. protect thé movement of the troops across the line of departure,

smoke wes requested on DENGZLSHZIM. The first round of white
phosphorous fifed by the Cannon Compeny was a direct hit on B Company
tommander's orderly, killing him instanply and wounding ssveral othera.

It was nearly dark and despite frantig efforts by the Battalion

Jommander, only one tank had been moved up to the line of departure.

and Infantry. For these ressgns the attack was finally called off,
shd the two platcone were moved back to their defensive positione with
instructicns 4o hold at all cost and to be slert for enemy infiltration
during the night. '

Inemy artillery and mortar fire continuéd making evacuation of thg
wounded difficult. Tnterdiction firs falling in the center of
SESSZ HEIM, which was a key road junction to the rear, restricted the

movement of ambulances. Direct hits in the buildings which housed the

kitchen and supply, destroyed the building and all the equipment and

supplies within. As midnight aporoached, the mortar and artillery fire

had decreased and by 2400 hours had cesased. In the meantime, teléphone '

reports from the piatobna indicated that the enemy was infiltrating the .
east and southern sections of the town in large numbers. The teank
platoon Commander, without notifying B Company Commender, withdrew his
vlatoon to SOUFFLENHIEIM at sprnroximately 2300 hours. Apparently, in
an ef”ort to eave hils tanks from,enemy panzerfaust teams. Wire
communications to the platoons started going out at 0100 hours, and

by 0200 hours, all wire comrunication was out and contact with the
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platoons could not be obtained on the 535 radio.  Contact with
Battalion was still intact on the 300 radio. Platoon messengers in
the Company CP were disvatched to gain ccnbact with the platoons and
return. Y¥one of the meaéengers returned. 3mell arms fire throughout
the night hoﬁever, indicated the platocons were making an attempt to
stor the infiltration. A

AL 0500 hours there was suficient light to observe from the-
second floor of the command post. The extent of the infiltration weas
very apparent. Enem& could be observed everywhere. Four were killed
with rifie fire from the command post windows, within ten yards of the
building. (23) The'Bdttalion'Gommander, msan#hile, had given
instructions to hold out until he was able to move into, and counter-
ettack from,*the southern edge of BIIS dé RCUNTZENHZIM. (See Mep =)

Intense small arms fire could be heard from the platoon positions
since day’irht, indicatin; tre platoore were still rolding outb.
Enemy tanks could be heard movins about in the southern section of *he
town. An epnesmy ald wman attemplbed to enter a side door of command post.
ard waé killed in the‘dodrway. As he fell the machine pistol he wes
carrying clattered to the ground. (24). A few minutes later a Mark IV
tank halted outside the cormand post end took the huilding under point
blank fire. Fortunately, the firest two rounds were %ired into the
second faor of the building. As the building started to burn, it was
decided this was the obvious time to move the command postQ The command
group dieniaced to = previously selacted Command Post which was located
in ons of the last buildings on ths road out of SESSINHEIM to
SOUFF - 3kHiIM, arriving there at aprroximately 0845 hours. (Seé Mep B)

Small arms fire in the eastern section of the town had quieted

down considerably. This indicated the platoons were probably running

(23) Perzonal knowledge.
(24) preraonal %nowledge.
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out of sammunition ﬁr hadlbeen cartured. Radio contact was made
with the Pattalion Gommandef,.and all pertinent information was
transmitted.

At 0900 houre & grouv of nine men, led by Lt. Alvin D. Squires,
weanons nlatoon leader, joined the commend group. Lt. Squires
reporte’ that the remaminder of his platoon had either been killed or
captured. A emall perimeter was formed with all the men available,
approximately twenty, in an effﬁrt to hold until Colenel Custer
attacked. Thie plen was shor£ lived, for cnly & few minutes later
8 Mark IV tank halted again at point blank ranged and fired into the
buildings that were occupied. With no anti-tank weapons aveilable
other than M1 rifles,‘thers.waé no choice other than to witndraw.

NIRRT
The company commander ordered the group to withdraw to the BOIS de-
AUUNTZINHZIM 40 join the Battalion Commander and his group. This was
~dons without & single casualty, although the tank machine guns kicked
up snow all eround thé men as they dispersed and ran for the woods.

The sounterattack did not meterimlize, and SESSIUHAIM was loat..

In summary, B Company's miaéion to defend BESSINHIIM wes &
dismal failure. ﬁ Company's lossss were approximately one hundred end
thirty five enlisted men and four officers. Information gained from
Lt. Rober%: Chempion, 2nd Platoon leader, who was taken prisoner at
SESSENSZIM aﬁd freed at the end of the war in.May, ﬁaa that the enemy
losses on 18 January 1945 were very heavy. He further stated that
there were sormany dead and wounded Germens in front of his platoon
position, when his platoon ran out of emmunition, that he fesrsed
retaliation from the Germans after he surrendered. From this information
end psrsonal observation of B Company Commander, it is believed that

the Germen casualties exceeded § Company's casualties.  Although B
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Company failed in its migeion of holding SESSENHEIM, it did succeed

in preveﬁting the enemy from exvanding the GAMBBHRIM bridgehead for

a veriod of eight days. This delay was cosily to the German plan and
contributed to ite eventual defeat.

AEALYSIS'AND CRITICIBM .

1. THE TA3X FCRCE MISSIQN

The original mission of Tesk Force Linden, was to locate and
destroy enemy patrols west of the RHINE, and prevent enemy patrols
from infiltrating across the river. It is believ?d that this mission
could have bsen accompllshed even though the frontages were gxtsnded'

'

and the troops inexperienced. Enemy activity however, changed this
mission to one of defense agsinst a major German offensive. On 5 January
1945, as the GAMBSHIIM bridgehsad developed, the 232nd Infentry attempted
to defend a front of thirty one miiea. This frontege was more then ten
timea.the disténce prescribed for a Regiment in defense in cuérent field
manuals. It is the opinion of the writer that had a withdrawal been
made elong the entire VI Corps fron£ to shorten and strengthen the lines
prior to ths enemy attack in the GAMESHEIM area, a great savings in men
and materiel would heve resulted.

~

2. USE OF INE PEZRTITNGED TROQPS

. ' L ]
The use of inexpsrienced and partially trained troope in the hersto-

fore described oneration, proved to bs cdstly. Seasgoned troops would
have done well to dunlicate the feats of the unites inﬁolved. Although

& man learre quickly in actual combet, what he learns for the most part
are the varioue ways and means of protecting himeelf. , Little is learned
from experiznce asbout tearwcrk and coordination, espeé@ally on the Bq&ad
and platoon levél. Teamwork and coordination of effofﬁ is.he;b obtained

by intensive trairing in such, prior to commitment in combat. It is
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therefore the opinion of the writer that VI Corps, in view of
the imosnding enemy offensive to retake STRASTOURG and the
SAVERIE GAP, medle an error in compitting Task Force Linden in

the STRASBOURG ares.

%2. PISCEMEAL COMMITTLENT OF B COMPANY AT STATTMAITEXN

Ths decision to use the lat Platdon of B Compény to asaiét
A Com?any at DRUSENNAIM left only one rifle platoon and the
weapons platoon to defend STATTMATTEN, the other rifie platoon
being at AUENHEIM at that time. This decision left the company
commandsr with insufficient troops to effectively defend STATINMATTEN.,
The valus of 4+hes lgt Platopn to A Company was debatable. The use
of the »latoon to assist 3 Company during the enemy attack on
STATTMATTZN would heve been invaluable. Hed the probing atteck
on B Company, on the afternoon of 5 January been more carefully
evaluatad, it is believed that the decision torcommit the platoon
piecemeal to A Jompany would not, have besn givén.

4, INXPERISHCED LEADERSHIP

During the attack on STATIMATTEN the Cormand Post was located
in the center of the town. This location was ideai for the command
and dirsction of the Company's actions; " The decision of the Company
Commander to leave the command post and attempt to influence the
action was very poor. The result of this poor decision was the
Company Commander bscoming cut off from his command group and
comnunications. This sction channelized his efforts to only & small
portion of the town in which he was surrounded.

5. ACTION CF TEE OUTPCST IN STATTMATTEN

The capture of the company outpost in STATTMATTEN on 10 January
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1645 will.proabably never be explained. At best one caﬁ only

surmise as to just what took ﬁlace. Experience has shown thet on
occasign; new men in combgt are reluctant to fire their weapon at
their first enemy. Apparentlylthis reluctance is caused by fear of
enemy retalistion in the event they miss their target.  This type of .
behéviotr can be attributed to the lack of confidence by the aoldier,

~ in himself and his weapon, both the result of ineufficlent training.

This could possibly be the resson for the outpost unresisted surrender.

5. CHDUST CF THI DEFAISE It SESSENHIIM

' The decision to defend entirely from ﬁuildings in SESSENEIN,
becaves of the cold weather, wes definitély an error. Cbviously,
'buildingé offer good ehelter from.the—weather end the enemy fire.
Conversely, they bzcorme eicellent targets for tank fire and pef;ﬂt :
enemﬁ infiltration. Dug-in Infantry, by ducking in their fox holeé
may nermit fhe tanks to pass and then engage the.accompanying foot
troops by fire while still possessing the advantagé of being dug-in.
Further, troéps defending in buildings and feeling comparatively safe,
are not as_alert for enemy infiltration as tﬂe m=n in fox holsse. The
discomfort caused by the cold weather while'occupying fox holas, could
heve been alleviated at night by roteting the men to the buildings to
zet warm. . Doring daylizht houfs fewer men could have been_uged in the

fox holes, while the rest were nearby and ready Cor immediate use.

The failure of the GOmﬁany Oomménder to adopt the above procedure was
srobably the orimary reason fcr the loss of SESSEFHEIH.

7. FAILJHE "0 EXLOIT SUGJESS

Cn twe occasions, R Jompany failad to exnloit a success, thereby

permitting the enemvdto attack again with disastrous results, especisally
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in ths‘aecond ingtance. The first occesion was immedistely after
reﬁ&king‘DE?GELSHEIM on 15 Jamuary. - With three rifle platoons and
one tank platoon available, the attack should have continued into'
the woods south of DENGELSHEIM, destroyed all enemy morth of the
MODER RIVER, and held the bridee until enginaérs could destroy it.
This would haye_deiayed the eﬁamy in employing armor against
SESSENHEIM. The second occasion was the failﬁre-on 17 Jahuary to
contime the attack. After dlearing JESSRHUHEIM of enemy, the &tﬁacé
shou'd heve enntimmed and dri#én the enemy out of DENGELSESIM. THis
‘action wouldAhave delayed the atteck Qﬂ SESSENHEI& on 18 January,.énd
perritted the rettalion Commander to strengthen the SESSERHEIM‘area
in tire to save it. |

1. Yhen it hecﬁmea apparent thét a unit's mission cannot be
accomolished, measures should be teken to alleviaté that situétion.

2. when it bgcomés neceésary to’commié inexparieﬁced aﬁd partially-
trained troops,rthey should be committed in 8 comparatively quiet )
sector where exverience can bs geined with a degres of or&erlineaa-

3. Tactical integrity of e unit te of peramount imoortance and
piecemeal commitmentsf;;(&sually a costiy mistake.

A, A 1ead§r should never allow ﬁiméelf‘to bacowe involved in &
sortion of.anJaction which micht cause him to bSGOmé separated from the'
bulk of hils command. |

5. Prior to ectual combat 8 men should become imbued with complete.
confidenze of the‘capabilities of himself and hig\wegpﬁn.

4. YVaen a choicglbefween your men’s! cbmfért ang-éﬁcomplishment
"bepomes imper;tiye, the accom@lishmeni of the mission comes first.

7. Exploiﬁation of & success is a phase of combat that should

never be overlocked.
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