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THE OPERATIONS OF COMPANY G, 385TH INFANIRY
(76TH INFANTRY DIVISION) IN THE ATTACK AGALNST
PILIBOXES OF THE SIEGFRIED LINE NEAR MINDEN,
GERMANY, 12 - < FEBRUARY 1945 ‘
| (RHINELAND CANPAIGN)
(Personal Experience of a Rifle Platoon Leader)
ORIENTATION

INTRODUCTION

This monograph covers the operations of Company G,
385th Infantry, 76th Infantry Division during the offen-
sive against the Siegfried Line in the vicinity of MINDEN,
GERMANY, 18 - £& February 1945,

In order to orient the reader, it will beAnecessary_
to discuss briefly the mzjor events which lead up to this
action.

On January 3, 1945, nineteen days after the start of the
futile German attempt to reach the Belgian port of ANTVERP,
American First and Third irmies launched a coordinated counter-
offensive to reduce the salient caused during the Battle of
the Bﬁlge._ By &8 January 1945, this first phase was success-
ful and the German irmy was forced to retire to the security
of the Siegfried Line along the Ardennes Front. (See Mep 4) (1)
THE GENERAL SITUATION

The Siegfried‘Line was & belt of pillboxes that protect-
ed the western border of GERMANY. The pillboxes were 30 lo-
cated to compliment natural obstacles and were also located

in depth. Mine fields and tank trups protected areas that

were not covered by fire from the pillboxes or artilliery con-




centrations. The Siegfried Line was constructed so that
its defenders could contain an attacking force until =a
successful counterattsck could be lmunched,

The portion of the Siegfried Line along the SAUZR
RIViH vwas to be'the real obstaclie to the men of Patton's
Third Army as they begen their attack on =9 January to
strike into tﬁe heart of GERMANY. VIII Corps spearheaded
this offensive. On. 6 February 1945, this offcnsive gain-
ed momentum as XII Corps joined VILII Corps in attackiig
east., VIII Corps contimued its attack on PRUM and XII
Corps was to attack BIUBURG. (See Map B) (&)

XII Corps attuck was supcorted by a five hour artil-
lery bombardment that included &1l Corps ariilliery plus
three artillery battalions from III Corps. During the
early worning h.urs of 7 February 1845, XII Corps assaulb-
ed across the SAUER RIVER with the 80th and 5th Infantry
Divisions.

The 5th Infantry Division on XII Corps right flank
was reinforced with Combat Team 417 of the 76th Infantry
Division. The mission of the 5th Infentry Division was
to selze the high ground in the vicinity of ERNZEN and
FeRSCHWiILER. This was the first offunsivemmission for any -
elément of the 76th Infantry Division. Previous to this
action, the Division held & defensive position along the
SAUER RIVER in the vicinity of ECTYRNACH, LUX:{MBCOURG.

The 5th Infantry Division and its attached Combatl Team
experienced great difficulty crossing the {lood-swolien

SAUER RIVER. The Germals were strongly emplaced in pili-

(Z) &-1, p. 288




boxes and natural rock barriers located on the far shore,

The steep banks along the éhore vere extensively buarbed-~
wired snd mined. 411 a;sroaches were covered with artlil-
lery and direct fire veaporns causirg the attucking force

to pay heavily in men angd equipmenﬁ. However, after four
days of bitter and costly fighting, the reinforced 5th
Infantry Division buttered across the SLUR RIVER, establiish-
ed & firm bridgehead and successfully deferded its=lf ugeinst
s strong enemy counterattack. (2)

At 1200 hours, 11 February 1945, Combat Team 417 revert-
ed back to 76th Infantry Division controcl. Though heavy
casualties were suffered after five days of bituer fighting,
their diflicult mission was accomplished. (4)

On the séme date, the 76th Infaentry Division was given
the mission of expanding that portion of the SAUZR RIVIR
bridgehead in the zone occupied by the 417th Coubatl Teaum.
Immediately plans for the supnort and relief of the 417th
Conbuat Team were put into effsct. During the night of ll-lk
Februzry 1945, elements of the 385th Infantry were motorizedl
énd sent to the relief of the 1lst Battalion, 417tn Combat
Team. |

DISPQSITIONS 4ND PLsNS OF THE 585th INF4NIRY

During the following five days, the remainiig elements
of &85th Infantry plus the aztt.ched &d Battalion, 204th
Infantry complsted ihé relief of the 417th Combat Team,

The &85th Infantry was how located on high ground be-
tween the SAULIR and PRUY rivers. This position, deep in

the outer defenses of the Siegfried Line, faced an average

Esg i~3, D. 78
4 .E:L,-S, p. 265




of 40 pillboxes to the sguare mile. (8ee Map C) The 385th
Infantry sssumed the mission of expanding ths SAUXR RIVEH
bridgehead by attacking towards the PRUM RIVSR (5) Forvurd
wovement was a slow progress. The r.lling terrain provided
iittle cover and very few roads, The Germins, empluced In
their mutually supporting piilboxes, had good fields of [ire
on any attacking force. It was a story of squads and pla-
toons in small unit sction; & story of riflemen ag:ainst con-
crete, steel, mines and the deazdly machine guns.

THE COMPANY SITUATION (See ﬂgncﬁ)

Initially, Company G was in batt:lion reserve and occu-
pied the following positions: The 24 Platoon occupled posi-
tion "4i" which furnished protection for the right flank of
the «d Battalion, Company Headyuariers, 3d and ¥eapons
Platoon occupied pillboxes in the vicinity of position "BM.

Company G remained in these positions for approximately
three days swalting orders from the battzlion coOmminder.
This intervening period afforded the company an opportunity
10 bocome accustomed to the Mplllbox country."” The compahy
waes ab full Strength in men and egulipment since it had never
been engaged.in any offensive action. Previous experience
had been of a defensive nature along the 3AUZER RIVER during
the e&rly pzrt of February.

it approximately 1520C hours, 19th of February, Coupany
G received the wission of advancing along the right flank
of Company E and securing three pillboxes on & hill north-
west of KINDEN, GERMANY.

The enemy situation was vague. The compeny was in
battalion reserve and had little information of the enemy

facing the 24 Battalion. Doubt existed as to whether the

(5) A-4, p. 71




pillboxes were enemy occupied. This.lack of informztiion
was partiy due t¢ the failure of The 417th Combat Teum
to positiveiy identify each nilibox in its area before
being relieved by the 385th Infentry. There vere rumors
that some of the piiiboxes in front of the bettulion were
occupled by seriously vwounded and dead personiiel of the
417th Combat Tezm. '

The weather conditions were good ard the visibility
was clear. There had been 1itile ruin so the sround wes
ary and firm. The only cover available to Cowmpany G
was dotizG patches of woods'on‘the gently fol;iﬂg farmlond.

THE PLiN OF COMPANY G

Due to the fuct that the attick was scheduled for 1=CC
hours, there vus little time for & detziled reconnalssance,
However, the company commander took the platoon lezders to
the line of departure and pointed out the direction of at-
tack which wes zlong z draw that led to a voods. This was
the limit of the terrsin thit could be vieved from the line
of departure. (See lip D)

The zttack formation called for lst and Zd Pluotoons %o
move sbrezst along the draw that lezd to the objective, The
First Platoon vis to be on the right and the &d Plutoon wus
to be echeloned to the left, The Compary Command Group =nd
Weapons Platoun were to follow the asssult echelon, The &d
Platoon was to be in suv.ort zrd would follow the Vezpons
Platoen. There was no support from the Heuvy ¥Fezpons Compaily.
Fach platoon was ejuipped with an 3CR 536. Compaly Head-
quarters was in contzct with Battalion Head. .uarter: with an

SCR &GC.




FINAL PREPARATIONS FOR THE ATTACK

Arrangements were made to eat a hot mezl in The comparny -
arez before departure; Bedding roilis were left in the
company ares vith the supply sergeant to be brought_up when
the siltuuation so dictated. Although the situation did war-
rant the issue of flame throwers and dynamite charges, none
vere issued. The last hour prior to the attack was spent
checking weapons, equipment, and writing short letters home.
At 1E3C hours, the company left its assenbly ares and march-
ed to the line of departure. |

NARBATION
COMPANY G ATTACKS

Promptly at 1400 hours, 19 Februury, Comparny G crossed
the line of departure led by Captain Robert 3. Ferrszri. (6)
The beaettalion commander was wotified that the compary had
tjunped off" on schedule. The two leadiig pletouns moved
rapidiy along the draw znd entered the woods without inci-
dent. At this point, the 3d Platoon advancecd directly
through the woods to its Zront., However, the remainder of
the company proceeded zlong the right edge of the woods.

(See Map D) 4is a result, the 3d Plzstoon lost physical and

rzdio contact with the remuainder of the company. The heavy
density of the woods made it impossible to use SCR 536 for
radio corfact, ,

At approximately 1500 hours, the &d Platoon reached the
fzr side of the woods and halted while the platoon leader
and the platoon guide moved to the high ground on recon-

nalssance., From this vantage point, the platoon lead-

(6) Personal knowledge.




er could observe the company cbjective as well as elements

of the lst Platoon in the woods to his right front

At this time the Company Comumander decided to continue
the attiéck on the obj.ctive with only the lst Plstoon. 4s
the lst Plutoon emerged from its position in the woods, it
was hlt with a heavy mortur concentration and small srms fire.
The platoon wus forced to withdraw bo the positions thet it
had just vaceted. Because of fast apsroaching darkness,
battalion ordered the company to dig in its present locsa-
tion for the night. Casualties hud been light but moruie
was low becuuse the compsny had not accom:lished its wission.
That night 1ocal security was posted and wire vw.s established
with battzlion.

LIHE SECOLD DAY

The follovwing dsy, the company commander planned to
resume the attack at 1400 hours., However, this time the
objective was to be attacked by assault sguads furnished
by the lst and Zd Platoons. fhe attack time of 140C hours
was selected in order to provide time for Gompany E to re*“
duce a pillbox in its zone which h=d observation and fi;e on
Compsny G. After paying a heavy price in casualties, Company
E accomplished its mission by 1<0C hours,

Before proceeding further with the narrztion, I want to
explain the composition_of the assauit s¢uads. Nine picked
men formed each squad which consisted of a team leader, an
assistent team leader, tvwo automatic riflemen, tvo vriflemen,
one man eduipved with a flame throwef and two denoliitlon nen.

At 1300 hours, the 3d Platoon leader moved his assatlt

syuad to the lst Platoon Arez which was to be the line of de-




parture for this attack. However, upon arrivel, the entire
company area was subjected to violent artillery fire. Al-
though the artillgry fire decreased zftier the first 15
minuteé, rounds continued to fall for the next 3C minutes.
The compeny suffered casualties despite the fact that it

was well dug in. The enemy hsé the company &ares "zeroed inn
and any movement vas impossible. 4ll chances for & sur-
prise abtackjwere lost. Conseguently, the company commuander
postponed the attack and proceeded to survey the damage done
to the company. Casualties were light. Two men had been
killed and six were wounded.

Thaf night, the 3d Platoon moved from its foxholes %o
the shelter of a larée plllbox which was located on the left
edge of the platoon ares. From this pillbox, the platoon was
able to cover by fire its portion of the company front. The
remainder of the night was spent without incident. After
& hot meal, the éompany outposted its area and walted for
dawn and another chance to accomplish its mission.

THE THIRD DAY

The shock of the first baptism of fire was over. The
company had stood its ground long enough, qu it was time
to make the enemy pey the price. Combat héd becowme a Vvery
personal affair,

Tﬁe olen of attack wis to be the same as the preceeding
day. The assault tezm from the Zd Platoon was to secure
pillbox #1 and the asssult teams from the let Platoon were
to secure piliboxes #: and #3 (See Map D). Time of ailtuck
was to be 1000 hours. One tunk des.royer from the 808th Tank

Destroyer Battzlion was to furnish the base of fire for the
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meneuvering assault teams,

The attack plan called for the sup.orting tank cestroy-
er, located on the high ground southwest of the objective,
to fire on pillbox #k just prior to 10CC hours. It was to
continue firing until the lst Platoon's Assault Teams ap-

- proached to within 75 yerds of their objectives. The tank
destroyert!s fire wzs then to be shifted to pillbox #1 until
the 3d Platoon'!s Assault Team was within 75 yards of its ob-
Jjective,

At 0900 hours the assault tesms were briefed on the new
plan by their team leaders., At GUZ0 hours the A4 Platoonts
Assault Téam had moved to its pre-attack assembly position
in the lst,Platoon Area.

AT H-5, the tank destroyer comuenced firing on pililbox
. Promptly at H-hour, the three asscult tezms crossed the
line of departure each on its own direction of att:ck. The
deedly accurate fire from the tenk destroyer had the desired
effect. Although initially the destroyer was firing only
on pilibox 7%, the occupants of pillboxes #1 znd #3 sought
shelter within their pillbozxes.

The assault sguads of the lst Platcon moved . uickly to
their objectives and closed in oﬁ them as the ftznk destroyer'ts
fire lifted. The surprise had been complete and pillboxes #
and #3 were taken without a shot being fired. (7)

However, the 34 Platoon almost hed z disasterous story
to report, After crossing the line of departure, it moved
up the draw and stopped in & concealed position about 150
yards from pilibox #1 (See Map D) Thelr plan was to wait in
this position until the tank destroyer placed fire on the

pillbox and then move in on the assault. However, when the

(7) A/L Reports 385th film
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tank destroyert's fire 1ifted from pillbox #&, it did not safy
to pillbox #1. The platoon leader imuediately contacied the
company commender by sound powered phone, and wus informed

to aséault withoﬁt the tank destroyer's sugoort. Rezlizing
there was no time to lose, the Zd Plutoon Leader yuickly
moved the assault sguad forward. A4S they neared their ob-
Jective, an unmaned machine gun wés seen pointing in their
direction of the advancing team. The machine gun furnished
protection for the rear of the pillbox. The assault squad
was about 90 feet from the pillbox when two German gun:ers
appeared and attempted to man the machine gun. They were sur-
prised by the nearness of the attuckers and sought cover im-
mediately from the hail of hand grensdes being thrown by the'
assault squad. The assault sguad then closed in on thé pili-
box and captured it. The pillbox yielded six enemy prisoners
and one enemy killed without sny casualties to the asssult
syuad. Immediately, an all around defense of the pillbox

was organized for the coming night. The platoon leader then
returned to the bulk of his platoon.

No further activity occurr=d until <30C hours. it that
time, the sguad leader in pillbox #3 called the compahy Com-
mander and reported he was surrounded %y an unknown number of
Germans. The attackers were firing & heevy weapon, presumably
Panzerlaust on the pillbox and hud driven the men inside the
pillbox. The company commender informed Sergeant Joseph Baird,
The Syuad Leader, to remain inside the pillbox and that he
would call on Company E to sprey the pillbox with machine gun
fire from their zone, The plan vorked and the attcckers were

driven off.




The following nite the enemy again sttempted to take
pillbox #1. At about £30C hours, the platoon leader of
the 3d Platoon wag moving up to relieve pillbox #1 with
another suyuad when he could hear a firefight teking place in
the vicinity of »illbox #1. Upon arrival, he wis notified by
Sergeant Baird that the enemy had sttacked again., However,
the asszult s:cucd had commend of the situation @nd had teken
nine prisoners after a brief firefight.

This wes the last enemy attempt to retske the piliboxes
from Company G, Shortly afterwerds Company G was relieved
by Company L snd sent on an attack mission north of IRVEL.

To sum up the results of the dperations of Companﬁ Gs
The company did zccomplish its mission on the third duy of
thelr attock desplite failures on the prececding two dsys.

If viewed from & battzlion level or higher, there was nothing
outstanding in the accomplishment of this mission. However,
if viewed from the company and platoon level, the results of
this zction hzd a lusting efif=ct on the men of the company.
First and foremost, -the company, having initially assumed

the offensive and having accompiished its mlssion, attained
for itself an ontimistic attitude and much nesded confidence.
These outstending characteristics were to be valuzble assets
to the company throughout the remszinder of the war. Second-
ly, the officers had esteblished their combat leadership gur-
ing this first offensive action, tlms confirming the Trust

the men of Company G had placed in them,

13




ANALYSTS AND CRITICIAM

1. ENEMY TEFORMATION

AS it was stated in the narration, the situation on thé
objective was vague prior to the szitsck. It wes not definité-
1y known whethsr the pillboxes were enemy occupied.

IT is my belief that had o capnleote and detailed re-
port of enemy positions been passed on from the 4£17th Combat
Team to the %85th Infaniry, this obscure situation would
not have existed. 311 enemy information should be dissemin-
ated to all using agencies promptly or it is of no value.
Fallure to pasc on enemy informaztion in this case caused
. & duplicaetion of effort.

we PREATTACK RECOINI:ISHANCE

The failure of the attacks of the first two days was
due partially to a lack of ground reconnaissance. The
company commander did not have sufficient time to sélect
a sulteble avenue of anvroach and ¢ line of departure in
the vicinity of {he company objzetive. It is my opinion,
that had the company been moved quickly.to such & line of
departure, & surprise attuack could have been effected.
The enemy having been warned in sufficientltime, was able
to stop the asssult with mortsr snd small arms fire.

&. UEE CF EUTPORTING WEAPONS

You will remember, Company G w&s not given the benefit
of any supporting weapons from Company H, Divisionlnrtillery
or tank destroyers during the first two days of the &attack.
Finally, on the third day, the fire of one tank destroyer w.s

sufficient to provide the necessary margin for success.
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4t every opportunity, full use must De made of all
sup.orting wespons if objcetives sre to be taken Juickly
and with mirimum casualties. I feel that lack of ex-
perience in understanding capcbilities of su.porting
weapons was the main reason Company G was not given any
sup;ort until the last day of the atthuck. |
4. ENEMY POSITIONS

The enemy located in the pillboxes on the company ob-
Jective had a definite advaontage over eny actecking force.
vhey hac the adventege of long range observztion, cover,
and excellent fields of fire. However, these factors are
advantage only as long es the occup:ints are wiliirg to re—
ﬁain et thelr gun positions where they can observe and cdi-
rect accurzte fire. However, vhen gun positions are abzndon-
ed for protection within the pillbox, it then becomes & cell
of condenned men.

5.  AGGAISSIVENFCS TN THE ATTACK

Lack of aggressiveness was ernother contributing factor
which preVented.Company G from accomplishing its rission
before the third day. On the tvo preceeding dey¥s, the oro-
posed attack vuas .stopued by enemy artillery fire before the
asseult couid be launched. Although these fire caused
casualties end confusion, the attack should not have bog:ed
dovn.

sggressiveness in the face of enemy oprosition is zbso-
lutely necessery if sn attacking force is to achieve success.
6. SECURITY

4 pilibox will furnish cover but mot security.
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Durixg the night of #l-i: February, the 2d platoon's
assault team neglected to maintaih sufficient security
around pillbox #l. £s a result the s;uzd was ta ken Dy sur-
prise by the aticcking enenmy patrol; 3ince they were not
in & position to defend themselves, they sought cover in-
side the pillbox. This slmost proved to be a fatel mis-
teke. Conversely, the folloving nigﬁt the sjuad posted
sufiicient 211 around security and wes prepared for the
attecking enemy patrol.

7. ASSLULT SUUADS

On the finsl anzlysis of the operctions of Company G,
it is noteworthy to discuss the effectiveness of assault
squads which provsd to be the answer to the reduction of
pillboxes. |

Although the asssult s ueds were small units, they
consisted of an zde,uate number of men &znd vweapons to ac-
complish their mission. The two BAR!S formed a base of
fire., The remainder of the squad formed the maneuvering
element thét closed in on the pillboxes and neutra.ized
them with the flamethrovers or dyramite charges.

Despite the fuet that the assault teams of Corpany G
vere able to achieve thelr misszion vithout employing the
use of any of their special weapoﬁs, it is imnortant to
point out how they could have been used.

LESSONGS

1. Relleved ulats must pass Oﬂ.all enemy in;ormatlon

e T

et ian, et A

to relleving urdits in order to elimlhate du)ilcatlon of effort.

T b e it e Bk é
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. Unlt Commanders should be allcmea SquiClent tlme

et} (ITTET P

o conduct a ground ngggnnaxasgnge%

3. ,Még;mpm use of &ll evaileble supporting veapons

I S ) .
must be lised in every type of operstion.

4. Static defensive positions are vuinsrable to at-

tacking mobile forces.

5. Abgre531veuess in the attaCk is neces;ary to ac—

ColelSh the reauction of enemy emplqcements.-

6. ?Yffypr%E is responsible for its own all sround
security. - -

(e hSSmUlt siuaas are an ef‘Pctlve 1nfantry weapon

FRUYTFER FE S P e

for the racuctlon of plllbOheS.

e - Sy o e o
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