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SUPPLY OPERATIONS OF THE 508TH PARACHUTE INFANTRY REGIMENT
(82D AIRBORNE DIVISION) IN THE INVASION OF HOLLAND,
ARNHEIM OPERATION, 15 - 19 SEPTEMBER 1944.

(RHINELAND CAMPAIGN)
(Personal Experience of the Assistant Regilmental S-4)

ORIENTATION

INTRODUCTION

This monograph covers the operations of the 508th Para-
chute Infantry in the invesion of HOLLAND, 15 - 19 September
1944, Peaerticular emphasis will be given to the supply phases
of this operation. |

In order tb orieﬁt the reader, the events leading up to
thie operation will be diacussed with the object of bringing
out the reasons for ordering its execution.

' On 6 June 1944 elements of the Allied Expeditionary Force
invaeded the continent of EUROPE, by successfully landing eir-
bornerﬁnd seaborne forces on the CORTENTIN PENINSULA. The
staggering mass of troops, supplies, and equipment pﬁshad over
the beaches 1n the first few days enabled the Allies to ga}n a
foothold that the enemy was imable to dislodge. (1)

On 26 June the port of CHERBOURG was captured insuring,
at least temporarily, the flow of supplies to support the rapid-
1y sdvancing Armies. (2)

On 25 July the Second British Army and the American First
Army swung out into the attack and after stiff initlal reslst-
snce, blasted their way through the Germasn defenses on the way
to the SEINE. (3) To fully exploit the breakthrough successes,
the Armies in the fleld were reorganized. The Third U, S. Army
(1) A-6, p. 24

(2) A-6, p. B6
(3) A-8, p. 135




under General Patton came iInto existance. General C, E. Hodges
took over commasnd of the First Arﬁw end General Bradley moved
up to take command of the newly formed Army Group. At approxi-
mately the same time the Canadlan First Army hed become opersa-
tional and was joined with the British Second Army to :orm.thﬂ
2lst Army Group unﬁer Fleld Marshal Héntgomgry. It is with
this Army Group that we shall be concermed with in the invasion
of HOLLAND. (4)

The exploltation of the enemy's cdllapse in FRANCE enabled
the advanée to contlnue and by 30 August no Germen soldier re-
mained west of the SEINE. The Allied Armies were at Germany's

)

door. (5) : ¢

THE - GENERAL SITUATICHN

Throughout the battle for FRANCE the Supreme Commander had
reglized the dire necessity of increased 1dgistica1 support for
his lengthening supply lines and increasing troop strehgth. In .
fact, the diversion of the Armiés in a rapld advance across
 FRANCE was a change from the original plan which was to secure
the BRITTANY PORTS prior to attempting an exploltation. To date
only the port of CHERBOURG was oper;ting and this irn not full
capaclity. The port of BREST, only recentlj caﬁtured, was dis-
covered to be almost completely deatroyed end found to be of no
velue. This discovery was the influencing.factor in the de=-
cision to ebandon the original plan of capturing_the'bther
BRITTANY PORTS. (6) |

By early September the Armies had advanced to the polnt
where our overextended supply lines were having a materlal

(5) A&~6, p. 50
(6) A-6, p. 46-47




reatraining effect on the scope of operations. (7)- Aircraft
of the Troop Carrier Command were utilized to help relleve the
siltuation bﬁt were not avallable in sufficlient quantity to en~
tirely alleviaste the critical condition. (The factor influenc-
ing the avellabllity of aircraft will be brought out in a sub-
sequent paragraph,) .

Attention was now focused on the necessity of capturing the
huge port of ANTWERP. The capture of this port was reallzed as
being essential to the support of the Armies as they advanced
toward_GERHANY. (8) To expedite this capture, snd to further
exploit the rapid advence of the 21lst Army Group in the north,
the Supreme Commender decided to divert the bulk of his supplles
to Montgomery's forces in order to insure thelr ability to con-
tinue the advance. Second priority, in the matter of supplies,
was given to Genersasl Bradley'!s 12th Army Group on Montgomery's
| right so that hé could protect the flank of the Northern Army
Group. (9) In eddition to the capture of the port of ANTWERP
the strategy involved the advence of the 2lst Army Group to the
north and the attack of the RUHR from the northwest. (See Map
4) (10) |

On 8 August 1944 the First Allled Alrborne Army was |
activated in ENGLAND under the command of Lt. General Brereton,
formerly commending general of the Ninth Air Force. (11) This
army was to be made up of all'Aliied airborne units and suffi-
cient troop‘carrier aireraft to transport it. It was given the
mission of preparing itself for action in the immediate future.
Combined training was carried on within the reatﬁictiona in-
poaeﬁ by the lack of aircraft. The Supreme Commander had found
T7) A<6, p. 60; A-9, p. 70
(8) A~6, p. 62
(9) 4a-8, p. 198

(10) 4-6, p. 62
(11) a2, p. 5




it necessary to divert some troop carrier alreraft from the
Army to use in supplying the forces in FRANCE, (12)

When thé decision had been reachod‘by the Supreme Commander
to exploit the 21lst Army Group, the Pirat Allied Airborne Army
was allocated to Montgomery, (13) Several airborne operations
were planned in rapild succession but the ground srmies reached
the eirborne objectives before the missions could be executed.
(14) These 4ry runs served the purpose of giving the newly
formed airborne army staff experience in planning large scale

girborne operations,

OPERATION MARKET GARDEN

Operation Market Garden was born about 10 September 1044,
(156} The general plan involved the use of elements of the
Alrborne Army to seize.the vital bridges over the MAAS, the
WAAL, and the RHINE (LEK) in the path of the advance of the -
Second British Army. Thls phase of the operation to be knowﬁ
as "Market", The graund effd:t, to be lmown as Operation Gar-
‘Qen, was to be executed by the 30th British Corps, spearheaded
by the Guards Armored Division. The Corps had:the mission of
sdvancing from the general line of the ALBERT ESCAUT CANALS to
the ZUIDER ZEE and linitially cutting off the enemy troepa in
_western HOLLAND. The advance of our troops on the ground waa
to be in & very narrow corridor through the towns of RINDHOVEN,
NIJMEGEN, send ARNHEM. In general one road was to be used most
of the wéy. (16) (See Map A)

The Firat Alrborne Army comnsisted of two Corpas; the american

XVIII, composed of the 82d and 10lst Airborne Divisions, end

(IEJ .x"'g, P 49

(13) a-8, p. 198

(14) Personal knowledge

(15) A-2, p. 9 ' ‘
(16) A-g’ p. 71; A-B’ po 227; A"z’ P. 9
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 British Airborne Corps, composed of the lst British Alrborne

Division, the 1lst Polish Parachute Brigade and the 53d Lowlands

Division (Air Transportable). For the purpose of thies operation

the American Diviszions were attached to the Britlsh Corps and
this Go:ps was given the responsibllity fbr executing the de-

tailed planning in coordinstion with the Troop Carrler Forces.

' General Brereton further directed that the British Alrborne
Corps land with the airborne elements of the assault forces #nd
taks command of operations on the ground until a link-up with
the 30th Corps was effected., (17) The XVIII Cor@a was glven
the responsibility of supervising the aerial resupply phase of
the operations. (18)

The detailed plan as announced, called for the operation
to be executed in daylight hours on 17 September 1944. Two air
corridors were to be used in the flight from ENGLAND. (See Map

_g) Drop zones were designated as follows: lst Airbofne Divi=-
sion with the lat Polish Parachute Brigade to drop in the vi-
einity of ARNHEM, the 824 Division in the vicinity of NIJHEGEN
and the 10lst Division generally arouﬁd EINDHOVEN. The 524
Lowlends Division (Alr transportable) was to be landed in the
vicinity of ARNHEM as soon as alrstrips could be prepared. (19)
| In arriving at these decisions the current enemy sltuation
had been carafuily considered. The location of flak guns, the
enemy day and night.fighter capabilities, and the locatlon of
enemy ground forces were the primary factors weighed in arrive
ing at these decisions peculiar to airbormne operations. The
flak was expected to be fairly heavy on the northern route from
flak barges off the Duich Coast, and on the southern route.from
(I7) 2-2, p. 10 l

(18) A-9, p. 85
(19) Personal kmowledge




the front line troops that 1£ would be necessary to pass over.
Enemy fighter activity was expected to be at a minimum, (20)
The 16th German Army was known to be evacuating WESTERN HOLLAND
and the 7th and 5th Panzer Armies had formed a line along the
ALBERT CANAL and south to the ARDENNEQ. In the area of our °
operatlons slements of the 5th Infantry Division.were thought

to be present slong with the 347th, 712th and 719th Infantry
Divisions. One bﬁdly shot up Panzer Division was lmown to be

in the ARNHEM area. Ganeraily speaking the emnemy forces in this
areg were disorganized or in the procéss of reorganlzation,

Our rapid advence to date had done ﬁuch towardnhampering con-
municationa, supply lines and the maintenénce of the integrity
of the units. 1In splite of these difficulties the combat ef-

- ficlency of the units was reported to be fairly good, however,
they wefe lacking in equipment giving us a slight edge in over~
all efficiency. (21)

The weather conditions for the operation were expected to
be good and no difficulty was enticipated in mounting the air-
borne phase. (22) Logistical support for the ailrborne units
was to be Initially by alr until contact with the ground forces
- Was made. A serles of parachute drops conteining rations, am-
munition and medicel supplies was scheduled in advance, These
drops-were to be automatic for the first four days and consist-
ed of about 264 tons dally for each American Division. (23)

The terrain in the ares bf operations was consldered to

be only falr for alrborne operations. (24)

Te0) A<2, p. 1L, 1%, 13; &-3, p. §
(21) 4-5, Annex: 4-2, p. 14
(24¢) A-5, annex



THE DISPOSITIONS AND PLANS OF THE 82D AIRBORNE DIVISION

The 824 Airborne Diviaion, consisting of three paraahufe,
and one glider Regiments was in ENGLAND, in the vicinity of
LEICESTER and NOTTINGEAM, feorganizing end re-squipping after
operations in NORMANDY. The general mission given the division
was to land by parachute and glider and seize and hold the high=-
way bridges across the MAAS RIVER at GRAVE, the WAAL at NIJMEGEN
and the high ground between KIJMEGEN snd GROESBEEK., In addition.
a general perimeter was prescribed, as indicated on Map B. (25)

Due to the overall size of the operation the avallability
of aircraft was limited. The three parachute regiments plus
one battalion of artillery, the engineer battalion and elements
of the Division Headquerters were to drop'by‘paraChuté on D-
Day. Fifty gliders, of the 1,002 normally required, were to be
landed initially. The reast of the gliders were to come in cn
D plus 1 and 2. (26)

The 504th P.I.R. was given the mission of securing the
bridge at GRAVE, dropping on Drop Zone 0, and to aaslst in the
capture of the 4 bridges across the.HASS-ﬁAAL Canal. The 505th,
to be dropped south of GROESBEEK on Drop Zone N was to organize
end defend the GROESBEEK HEIGHTS and attack the two southern-
most bridges across the MAAS-WAAL CANAL tying in with elements
of the 504th. The 508th was to drop on Drop Zone T with the
most difficult missions mssigned. (27) To hold Drop Zone T
for the landing of the gliders on D plus 1. To hold the high
ground from WYLER to EIJMEGEN and to establish rosd blocks along
the base of the hills. This side of its front alone was almost.
five miles long. 4lso it was to assist the 504th in capturing
T26) a-7

(26) A-9, p. 99; 4&-8, p. 227; Personal knowledge
(27) A-9, p. 105
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the two northern bridges on the MAAS-WAAL CANAL. Finally, to
be prepared to selze the bridgs across the WAAL at NIJMEGEN.

(See Map B) (28)

THE SITUATION OF THE 508TH PARACHUTE INFANTRY REGTMENT

The 508th was presently located at its base camp in
NOTTINGHAM, ENGLAND. This regiment waes not originally a pért
of the 824 Diviéion but had been aassigned to the division in
January of 1944. (29) After participating in the NORMANDY
invasion the unit was returned to ENGLAND about 14 July 1944.
The regiment had suffered heavily in casualties and had left
what 1ittle equlipment it had in FRANCE. (30) The task of re-
organizing was a great one and required the full time efforts
of everyone, especially the supply peraonnel.

| Because of the large number of replacements that had been
required fo bring the unit back to 1lts effective stfength an
intensive training program had been undertaken in an attempt

to restore‘ﬁhe combat efficlency of the regiment. Although the
surviving offlcers and men had profited greatly by their combat
experience, it was & difficult task to attempt to reach the peak
of efficiency that the regiﬁﬁnt had possessed prior to the jump
in NORMANDY. The 508th had been the fifst perachute regiment
to receive men directly from thé Induction center and take them
through sll phases of training, including jump tralning, as a
unlt. Because these men had been carefully selected initially
there had been a very small turnover since the regiment was
activated in the fall of 1942, IEvery man had become a highly
trained fighting machine capable of individual or group opera=-
TE8T &5, 7. 37 A<0; P05

(29) Perscnal knowledge
(30) Personal knowledge
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tion. (31) These facts are brought out by the writer in de=-
fense of the opinion that it is a waste of highly trained |
speclalists to employ airbome units in long periodas of BuSe
tained combat.

While the units of the regiments were training, supply
peraonnel were engaged in aquipping the outfit. As 1n prévious
operations the need for apebial authorizations in individual and
crew served weapons was recognized by the commanders and supply
serfices. (32) Within certaln limitetions imposed by space
and welght end the higher commanders, smaller units were allow-
ed to arm themselves pretty much as desired, This was partiou-
larily true pf the individual wesapons. (53) Battle lessona
léanned in NORMANDY had decreed an sbundance of.automatic weapons
when fighting in hedgerow country. The terrain in HOLiAHD‘waa
reported to be génerally open, snd with longer flelds of fire.
In enticipation of this the ma jority of men were equipped with
M-1 rifles in respéct to their own preference., (35) Incorporat-
ing other minor varlations 1n the qu@ntity end type of equipment,
brought abouﬁ by the experiences of the various commsnders, the
supply phase of the preparation for combat proceeded sccording
to plan.,

Intelligence informatlon recelved from higher headquarters
indicated a number of troopa in the vicinity of NIJMEGEN.

About 4000, or more, S5. S. TrooPS were known to have recently

moved from ARNHEM snd to be presently quartered in barracks 1ln
NIJMEGEN., Other troop units were known to be qusrtered in two
collegea on the outskirts of town. Flak reports indicated that

they were approximately ten light and thirty-three heavy anti-

{131} Fersonsl kmowledge
(52) A"l’ pQ 5

(33) Peraonal knowledge
(35) Personal knowledge



i

airecraft guns in the lwmedlate vicinity and that thelr employ=-
ment in the duel role of an anti-aircraft or ground weapon wﬁs,
normal, In sddition amall detaﬁhmants of labor troops were
known to be in the 508th's area. (36)

- The principle terrain feature in the area was the high
ground aoﬁth of NIJMEGEN, the Immedlate objective of the 3d
Battallion, 508th. This hill mass was the only high ground in
HOLLAND, and in order to control the surrounding area it must
be kept in our hands. The principle road'running through the
zone was the main road from EINDHOVEN through NIJMEGEN to ARNHEM.
The area was capable of belng inundated, consequently all roads
were bullt up above the surface of the ground. A number of
canals and waterways ran through the area making all bridges as-

sume tactlcal importance. (37}

PLAN OF THE 508TH PARACHUTE INFANTRY REGIMENT

A8 has been previously stated the 508th was to land south
of NIJMEGEN with the misslon of selzing the key terrain, mentlon-
ed in the preceéding paragraph, securing the glider landing
zone, establish road blocks énd.to assist In selizing two bridges
across the MAAS-WAAL CANAL. To acgomplish thia mission the 34
Battallon was to initlelly selze and organlze the high ground_
from WYLER to NIJMEGEN, a distance of about five miles, estab-
lishing such road blocks as were necessary to deny the enemy
access to the areé. .Thé £2d Battallion, less D Company, was to
contact the 504th by attacklng the two‘bfidges across the MAAS-
WAAL CANAL at HATERT and HONINGHUITE, and to estabiish road
blocks and sécurity in the northwestern sector of the regimental

T136) A-E, Annex
(37) 4-5, Annex
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area, The lst Battalion was to attack the village of DE PLOEG,
with 'a further mission of attacking the railroad and highway
bridges across the WAAL at NIJMBGEN. The division commander
anticlpated that at least a regimental combat team would be
needed to caepture these bridges, but wishing to take every
advantage of surprise, he ordered the regimental commander to
commit one battalion in the effort as =soon as posailble., How-
ever, the regimental commender was given full auﬁhority to
deviate from this mission 1f the integrity of the rest of his
area was threatened. D Company was ordsred to secure the drop
zone for the glider landings on D plus one. Although no re-
serve was coﬁstituted a3 such it was contemplated that the lst
Battallon would be mede availeble to act in this role if needed.
The misaion of the regiment was one of atﬁgck eand defense. To
1nit1a11y selze certain objectives and then to hold fham wntil
ground forces had taken over the area. It was planned that
eléments of the Guards Armored Division would reach the 508th

on D plus one. (38)

FPINAL, PREPARATION AT BASE CAMP, MOVEMENT TO AIR FIELDS

With the mission announced to all commanders, that phase
of preparation to be completed at the base camp waarrushed to
8 conclusion. Crew served weaspons, smmunition, communication
equipment and everything necessary for the assault stage of the -
operation was rolled into aerial containéra, marked for easy
identification, and loaded on trucks to be trensported to the
airfields, All personel belongings left behind were stored in
mess halls. -

T38) A-5, p. 3; A-4, p. 104; Personal kmowledge
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routine metters are SOP and were not actually planned specif-
1cally for khis operation, They dild, of course, include the
_latest'cﬁmbat lessons learned., The following detalls are
brought out to acquaint the resder who has not had airb@rne
experience with the detalls of airborne operaticns, and further
to impress upon the reader the importance of the recovery of

the equipment bundles,

SUPPLY PLANS AND PREPARATIONS AT THE ATIR FIELDS, 15,16 SEPTEMBER

The Parachute Infanrty soldier has two ways of‘getﬁing the
equipment thgt he_neada to fight with to the ground, One 1s on
his person, and the other 1s an aerial delivery containér. The
considerations govérniﬁg the amount of equipment that he cam
Jump with are seversl, He wants to have enocugh ammunit%on and
rations to sustain himself as long as ﬁessible and yet #ot in.
terfere with his mobllity. He can carry nothing that will in-
terfere with the functieoning of his parschute, or that ?ay cause
him injury when lsnding., NORMANDY had taught us that a lot we
thought necessary could have been left behind, For the HOLLAND
Jump each man carried, 1n addition to his individual we%pon and
basle loed, his gas mask, one K ration, two D rationu,-fio gammnﬁ
grenades, tyo fragmentatidn grenades, one WP gronade and his
missette bag, contalning essential personal. equipment. iThe
largést article omitted was the anti-tank mine carried ﬁy egch
 individual jumping 1nto”NORMAﬁDY;' (41) |

The aeriaI_delivery oontalners, commenlf called bu#dlos,
were loaded into para-racks locatéd on the belly of eaob ship -

or carried 1lnside, conforming to the tactical loading of the

(41) Personal lmowledge
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gireraft. In other words, if a squad was loaded on one ship

the bundles containing it's crew ser&ed weapons and ammnition
would also be cerried in that aircraft. A_ﬁlatoon consisted-

of 3 rifle squads and one 60 mm mortar squad. Esch rifle aquad
contained 1 LMG teem, 1 BAR tesm end 5 riflemen., This platoon |
requiréd 3 eglrcraft to transport it, and ;leundles for it's
equlipment. These bundles were losded as folloisz

3 bundles, each containing one LHB and four boxes of
gmmunition,

-3 bundles, each contalning seven boxes of machine gum
ammnition,

5 bundles each contalning 20 rounds of 60 mm smmunition.

1l bundle containing one 60 mm morter complete.

3 bundles containing enti-tank mines.

1 bundie contalning rifle grenades.

1 bundle conteining one rocket lsuncher and ammnnitioh.

1 bundle containing medical supplies. (42)

The loading plan for other units was basically the same,
modified enly to fit the different types and quantity of equip-
ment, The basic load of gmmnition, medical supplles, signal
supplies, spare parts for weapons, CP equipment, maps, end
eVerythihg that a unit needs to fight were dropped in these
containers, In effect these bundles constituted the combat trains
of the unit. The number of bundles carried was of course limit.
ed by the number of alrcraft, No sircraft was allowed to ge'
pertially loaded, After all T/0 & E equipment and basic loada
were rolled into bundles, there was space left for approximately
twenty bundles. These wererloaded with mortar ammunition,

(42) A=1l2; Personal knowledge
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batteries, mines snd demolition meterisl in excess of the
amount suthorized. These additional supplies came in very
handy a few days later, replacing lost bundles,

For the purpose of identification each bundle was marked
with a symbol for the unit to which 1t belonged and the color
of the paréchﬁte attached to the bundle indicated the type of
supplies it contained. Blue for weapons,_(raﬁions on resupply
drops) green for Class I1I, red for Clgss V and white for Medicsl
and signel. The importance of fécovery of these bundles be-
comes more spparent as one reallzes that they contain all the
unlts fighting equirment,

There were two morerechelons of the regiment in this at-
teck on NIJMEGEN, lFour one quarter ton.trucks and trailers were
to be bfought'in on D plus 1 by Glider., These gliders were not
a part of the regimental serlals but were under division con-
trol. The rest of the regiments tranéportation, smounting to
20 2 i/2 ton trucks, 11 1 ton trailers, 2 ambulences, 9 1/4 ton
trucks and 5 1/4 ton trallers was to constitute the seaborne
echelon., The vehlcles contained the kltchens, kitchen per-
sonnel, bedrolls, maintenance personnel and equipment and other
organizational property normally carried in field tralns., Thls-
echelon remained in the baée-cémp to move to a stagling area on
order of XVIII Corps. No definite date was set for 1ts arrival
in HOLLAND but 1t was expected to arrive by D plus 15. Dntil
it did, no one would eat a hot mesl or have access to any per-
sonal equilpment that was not carrisd by the imdividusl. Far.
ther, fhe regiment would have no 6rganic transportation other

then 4 Jeeps.:
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As was previously stated re-supply for the division would
be by air, automatically for the first 4 dsys. The reglment
was to asslst the division In recovering the resupply, by fur-
nishing a 30 men detell under the supervision of the regimental
munitions officer. . Supplies would then be issued by the supply
service concerned upon demsnd., The division supply points were
to be located in the vicinity of the re-supply drop zones.
(Drop Zones ? snd 0) Evacuation of casualties was to be to the
division clearing station where they were to be held until they
could be evacuated through British chennels, (43) Normel am-
munition snd G-4 reports were required to be submitted effective
upon landing. | |

-While at thq eirfields all personnel were thoroughly brief-
ed in all phasaa_bf the mission. Dispersion over wide areas
due to weather, eﬂemw sctivity, or other causes, is alwayswa
definite pogsibility in Airborne Operations. To enable amall
groups to reach the objectlve and td conduct thelr activities
80 a8 t0 contribute to the advantage of the unit as a whole,
it is necessary that each and every man know the job that the
unit is to do. Wide distribution was also given to maps and
photographs, (44) '

Following the briefing the final pilot jump mestsr con-
ference was held. The foremost question in everyone's mind was
the flalkt and eneny airéraft that we expected to encounter. The
508th, flying the northern route, was expected to pass over &
considerable number of flak guns. It was hoped that some of
them would be neutralized by combat slrcraft prior to the time

we passed over the area. The air support plan included the use

{43) A~5, Adm O.; Personal knowledge
(44) Personal Mnowledge
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of Britlish and Americen Bombers and Flghters to atteck elr-
flelds and flak installatlons throughout the general ﬁfea of
our operations., Fighter cdver for the 1544 Troop Carrier Planes
end 478 Gliders in the initial D-Day 1ift conslsted of 371 British
end 548 American Fighters. These alrcraft were to fly cover be-
“low around and above the troop carrier eircraft. (45) The pro-
visions for alr-sea rescue were discusséd, check polints gone
over and last minute weather reports checked, When the conferw-
ence ended everything that could be done to insure the success
of the operation had been.eoordinated. In aplte of the sasmbl-
tions nature of the plan, with the 508th jumping some 50 miles
in front of friendly troops, everyone had confidence in the

abllity of our troops to défeat the enemy wherever we met him.

D=-DAY 17 SEPTEMEER 1844

The morning was cloudy with a celllng of about 1000 feet.
Nothing remasined to be done except the loadlng of personnel on -
the aircraft. Amid a feeling of unbellef, that after ztanding
here on this pehceful airpdrt in ENGLAND a few hours would find
us far behind enemy lines, the plaé?'were loaded. At ten hun-
dred hours the first elements of the 508th were alrborne pro-
ceeding toward their objectlives . 1n three serialg, lat Battallon,
2nd Battallon, and 3rd Battallon.

7 After reaching the chsnnel the sky cleared and was cloud-

less the rest of the way to our destination, As we paased over
the coast of HOLLAND the first signa of enemy flak could be sodn
bursting throughout the colummn, (46) The fighter aircraft es-

T45) a-12, p. 3463 Personal knowledge
(46) Personel lmowledge '
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corting the paratroopers took the Ak guns under fire end ef=-
fectively .rsduced the volume of enemy fire. The flight over
the peaceful pastoral landscape was uneventful until about 15
minutes fnom.the drop zZone when faifly heavy AA fire ﬁook the
serial train under attack. Machine gun, 20 mm, and 88 projec-
t1les could be seen and heard striking and bursting throughout
the flight. Fortunately casualtles among the troopers were
light, .(47)

The planes approached the drop zone exactly on course and
schedule in the face of medium to heavy AA fire from the
vicinity of NIJMEGEN and the drop zone. The regiment parachut-
ed to earth at 1323 hours. (48) |

The regimental headquarters, lst and 2nd Battallons landed
directly on Drop Zone T with the 3d Battalion landing about 700
jarda to the southeast. One of the alrcraft crash landed on the
drop zone and the troopers were seen to walk from the alrcraft
with their parachutes still on their backs. Tpe drop -pattern
was confined to a small areas greatly facilitating assembly. Rew
slstance on the drop zone was initlially light conslsting
primarily of 20 mm AA weapons and thelr crews. Most of the
gun crews rapldly withdrew when the 2000 odd paratroopefq de=
scended upon them. By 1500 hours all units had moved from the
drop ﬁone towerd their initlel objectlves.

The regimental supply section consisting of two officers
and é EM remelned on the drop zdne to recover all equlipment
and supplies thet hed not been carried off by the units of the
regiment., A temporary regimental supply dump was.to be estab=

l1ished on the drop zone. (See Map C) No effort was to be made

(47} Personal knowledge; A-11
(48) Personel experience
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~ to recover tpe personnel and equlpment parachutes at thils time.

Most of them had been carried off of the open flelds into wood-

ed areas.so as to be concealed from aerisl observation. A num-

ber of them also were carried off by troopers to be used 1n lieu
of bedding.

D Company had reverted to regilmentel control upon landing,
end less one squad, the executive officer, and other headguarters
personnel, were takling up positions on the drop zoné. The misge
8ing personnel in D Coﬁpany had been forced t6 jump about 2
minutes from the drop zone, when the right motqr of thelr plane
wes shot off. From its positions in the vicinity of the drop
zone, D‘Gompany patrolled as far as the WYLER KAMP ROAD. (See
Map C). (49) |

In the meaentime the 1last and 3rd Battelions had captured
their initlal objectives by 1855 hours. (50) The 2nd Battalion
having the furtherest to go dld not secure their initlisl obe
Jective until 2030 hours. |

The lat Battallon, safter orgenlzing a defenslve position
in the vicinity of DE PLOEG, sent A and B Compenies, re-enforc-
ed with the 81 mm Platoon and & light machine gun squad from
battalion headquarters, into NIJMEGEN. They were ordered to
feel out the defenses of the city particularly the highway
brldge across the WAAL, and 1f possible securse it. Wlith the
regiment scattered from NIJMEGEN to GROESBEEK and from WYLER
to HATERT, and with no reginentai reserve, a larger force could
not be spared. |

To acqualnt the reader with the organization of this para- -

chute regiment, it might be well to expleln it at this time,
5451 FPersonal knowledge .
50) Personal Mmowledge; A~11l, A-14, p. 346
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The regiment consisted of 3 battalionas. Each battalion having
3 rifle companies and a battalion headquarters company, the bat-
talioh haadquarteré company,-in addition to its other platoons
had a four gun 81 mm platoon and & four gun light maﬁhine gun
platoon. Without weapons companies the lettering of the rifle
companies within the battellons béoame somewhat different. The
lst Battelion éonsiated of A, B, end C Companiea, the saconﬂ

cf D, E, and F Companies and the third of G, H, and I. The TO
strength of a rifle company was about 120 EM and 8 officefs.
(51) |

As A and B Companies advanced into NIJMEGEN they were joy-
fully wélcomed by the Dutch Burghers. Without meking eny recon=-
nalssance they pushed on into the city encountering only & few
scattered enemy. (52) Just after dark they approached a traf=
fie circle about 8 or 10 blocks from the highway brldge. The
enemy appeared in fofce and directed heavy fire upon our troops
completely halting their advance. A heavy fire fight continﬁed
“the resf of the night. Meanwhile the CO 6f & Compeny took his
2nd Platoon ard set out_to destroy the control tower for ths
bridge deﬁolitions that had been reported by the Dutch undere
ground to be nearby. (53)

The building was located and was found to be heavily de=
fernded by infantry with machine guns and automatic AA_woaﬁons.
A flerce fight developed and ended suddenly when one of the
gergeants in the platoon dashed up to the building and threw
some hend grenades through =z window., The bullding was set on _
fire end the enemy withdrew,. No attempt was mede to use the

demolition equipment. In attempting to return to their unit

T81] Personal knowledge
{52) A-18, p. 43
(53) A-18, p. 44
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this A Company Platoon was cut off in the city, snd was forced
to remain there until British Armor entered the city. (54)

The 34 Battelion also made an effort to reach tne NIJMEGEN
bridge on D-Day. G Company was sent in from a different direc-
tion but met with no more success than had A Compeany. After
fighting all night they finally approached to within 400 yards
of the bridge. (55) '

The regimental CP was located as shown on Mep C. OCther
then the action described so far no enemy contact in strength
was reported throughout the day. Reports from units at the end
of D Day indicated that all personnel had been. accounted for,
except the plene from D Co:_ﬁpany and the personnel from Z other
aircraft thet were Qeen to drop sbout 2000 yards east of the
drop zone. All of these troopers eventually rejoined tﬁeir units,

The rapid assembly of the unit and the speed with which
the initisl objectives were taken were the direct resuit of a
highly successful parachute lending, plus the fact thet light
ensmy reslistance was encountered oh t_he drop zZone, 7

Darkness found all elsments of.the regiment occupying their
initial objectives and prepering to hold them against the counter=-
attacks that would probebly be forthcoming. Supply personnel
on the drop zZone woirked as long as‘ they could see recovering
supﬁlies and eguipment, without any enemj interference. The
task of recovering thls eqfu'ipment was tremsndous and of vitsl
importance., As can he'. readlly understood, it was 1:ﬁpossible for
the combat troops to carry the complete basic load dropped in
equipment bundles and meintsin their mobility. Nelther could

they remain on the drop zone to recover and store all the sup=-

{864] Personal knowledge
(65) Personal knowledge; A-10, p. 46
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pllea, at the expense of neglecting thelr migsion. The supply

pgrsonnel of the companies and battalions remained on the drop

}/“ zone, and assisted the regimental S-4 in the recovery of sup=-
plies for theif fespective units. In samelcasaa they made sev~-
eral trips between the drop zone and their organizations ecarry-
ing emprunition and supplies to them, The difficulties of bat-
talion S-4's to establish supply polnts for their units was mag-
nified by the distance from the drop zone to the objectives and
the sl ze of the area covered by each unit. Also the fact that
the defensesa of the Regiment were not rutually supporting and
that there were 1000 yerd geps in the defense perimeter made 1t
difficult to locate a safe place to store any supplies. (E6)

The'problems of the regimental S~4 were somewhat different
in that he, at this tiﬁe, was primarily interested in collect-

Ving everything left on the drop zone and not immedlately con-
cerned with getting the supplies to the front line units. Of
course, the S~4 realized his responsibllity in that effort and

-ﬁssured‘himaelf that the battaslion supply officers were acting
according to the SOP for this phase of supply operations.

The temporary locatioﬁ of the regimental supply dump had
been designated as the drop zone. As soon as transportation or
sﬁfficient carrying perasonnel were available it was to be moved
fo a safer locatlon in the vicinlty of the regimental CP.

) As indicated on Msp C, the drop zone was on thé eastern flank
/><;f the area with only elements of a compasny between it and Ger-
many. Insofer as a glider lending was to tske place 1n this
area on D plus 1 it was not anticipated that the enemy would

be able to leunch a large scale offensive before thils echelon

(E5€) Personal knowledge
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of the division arrived. In view of that and because of the
other committmenta of the rogimont a company was all that was
spared for protecting the drop zone. This planning led to an

unexpected turn of gvents on the followlng day.

D PLUS 1 - 18 SEPTEMBER 1944

In the sarly h?urs of the morning a platoon from E Company,
relnforced, attack the reilrosd and highway bridge across the
MASS-WAAL CANAL at HONINGHUTIE. The bridges were strongly de~
fended end before théy could be captured the rallroad bridge had
- been destroyed and the highway bridge slightly demaged. At the
cost of half the platoon the bridges were finally selzed and
held until the_504th Parachute Infantry Regiment sent rellef 1n
the aM. (57) (See Map D)

The Commending Officer of the lat Battalion ordered A Com-
pany out of NIJMEGEN shortly after deylight and left B Compeny
to malntain contact with the enemw; The lst Battalion had been
ordered to reorganize and be prepared to attack either toward
WYLER, from which direction a threat was developling or to sup-
port G Compeny thet wes still fighting in NIJMECEN. G Company
was ordered to withdraw from NIJMEGEN, in order to strengthen
the rqgimental.pqsitiona, shortly after the lat Battalion re-
ceived its order. This, of course, left the lst ﬁattalion avall-
able for the threat from WYLER. (58)

In the meantime D Company end the supply personnel on the
’;_drop zone wers nit by a counterattack from theraoutheast, just
aa'they were Crawling out of their parachute lined fox holes.
The attack developed slowly at first and appeared to be only a

(58) A—lB Pe 46-47- Personal knowledge
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geries of pﬁtrol actions. (59) The company commander reorganiz-

~ed his forces to block the most likely avenues of approach and

80 that he could most”efféatively cover his mile of frontage.
(See Map E) Supply personnsl hurried to complete recovery opera-
tions, but were unable to recover a number of bundles that were
now under fire from 20 mm AA guns. It 1s 1nterest1ng to note
that these guns had been abandoned or captured when the regiment
landed but that they had not been rendered ineffective. These
guns were now teachlng us a not to be forgotten lesson.

‘-Recovery efforts were abandoned when one of the supply
peraonnel was killed by this 1n¢reasing1y heavy volume of fire.
Efforts were ndw concentrated on mo#ing as many of thé recover=
ed supplies as possible out of the danger, area. ‘A hbrse and |
wagon was taken from a farmhouse in the vieinlty of the drop
zone and as many suppllies as poésible were losded on to 1t. En-
emy fire suddenly incressed in intensity making it impossible to
move the wagon out of defillade.

~ Just prior to this time a messenger had arrived from the
regimental CP ordering either the S-4 or assistant 3-4 to come
ﬁo the regimental CP at once. Also to bring as meny SCR 300
radio batteries as possible, The S-4 left immediately taking
with him 4 of the 12 batteries that hed been recovered,

From then on the situation developed rapidly. D Companj
had lost contact with their lst and 2nd Platoons. After order-
ing elements of the 3rd Platoon to Jjoin him the company C o=
mander went to 1nvestigaté. When they were fired on from the
2nd Platoon's positions in VOXHILL, (See Map E) by e German
machine gun, they correctly surmised that this platoon had Eeen
T3§7—_§ersoné1;knowiedge ‘

27




aurpriéed and captured intact. The company commander'was alpo
unsble to locate the 1lst Platoon and being unable to disengage‘
themselves remained in his present position. (See Map E) (60)

The enemy, capitalizing upon their success, now 1aunched
a determined attack from the east directly towards the drop zone.
The rest of D Company took the enemy under effective fire end
halted their advance sbout 260 yards from it's positions. The
enemy occupying the old 2nd Platoon position attacked, in =a
secondary effort, directly across the drop zone from VOXHILL.
(See_Map BE) The assistant 3-4 lmmediately orgenized the supply
personnel end D Company headquarters personnel on a defensive
position. This force was able to bring heavy fire upon the at-
 tackers utilizing the weapons and ammunitions available in the
supply dump. A 60 mm tube that was recovered was bressed into
action, Firing as rapidly as possible without a base plate or
bipod surprisingly accurate fire was delive:ed on the'enemg and
the attack momenterily halted. The neglect of some unit in not
recovering 1lts orgsnlc mbrtar had helped save the day in this
area. _

About elght aircfaft appeared over the area at thls time,
Thinking they were friendly the defensive group hurriedly look-
ed for an orange smoke grenade to identify themselves. Before
one could be located the aircraft were identified a8 enemy.
Falling to recognlze their own troops, th;;e aircraftf con=
tributed heavily to the defeat of the attackers by strafing
them several times. (61)

In the meantime the asaistant -4 had contacted the regi;
mental CO on the D Company SCR 300 and notified him of the

eritical situation. The CO sald to hold at all costs to save .

{60) FPersonal knowledge
(61) Personal experience
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the vital supplies and that he would order the 1lst Battalion

to ecounterattack at once. He also stated that he would try to
get a forward observer to come forward lmmediately and adjust
artillery fire on the drop zone. The assistant S-4 accurately
located the friendly forcea on the ground by mep and the CO
caused some fire éo be delivered shortly thereafter. -(62)

The lat Battallon having been ordered to counterattack,
sent C Company forward to selze a line of departure just north-
west of the drop zone amd recalled B Company from NIJMEGEN to
asaist in the attack. (63)

. Back on the drop zone D Compeny was fighting a delaying
action end simost everyone was plnned to the ground. The‘lst
glider 1ift waa due to land on this drop zone at 1400 hours and
as of noon 1t was principally occupied by the enemy. (64)

At 1230 hours the situation improved when the lst Battaelion,
.with B and C Companies abreast and A in reserve, debouched from
the woods to the north of the drop zone.. (See Map Eif“Inwth§ :¥{
-~ face of heavy 20 MM fire they rapidly advanced on the flank and
rear of the eﬁamy. The elements of the 3rd Platoon of D Com=
pany were in the path of the attack snd opened fire on what
they thought were enemy troops. The lst Battalion promptly re-
turned this fire and before mutual recognition was effected at
least one man was wounded. (65) |

As soon as the lst Battalion astarted thelr attack the enemy
1lifted his fire from the supply group and concentrated on this
new threat, The S«4 personnel immediately set ouf in the direce
tion of regimental CP with their wagon and all they could
carfy. (See Map D) Thia actually amounted to about 1000 lbs
T62) Personal experlence
(63) A~18, p. 17

(64) Personal knowledge
(65) A-12
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of supplies. About 3/4 of = mile from the drop zone the small
group was strafed by an enemy fighter but miraculoﬁsly came
through unacathed. This group was traveling across country,
and as the soll was soft the going was pitifully slow. About
half way to the regimental CP, the 1lst Battalion S-4 happened
acrbss the supply group aas he was searching for some lost equip-
.'ment bundles. He had a group of about 10 men with him and as
his unit was the most heavily committed at the time the assistant
S«-4 turned over to him theAbulk of supplies, including the near-
ly worn out horse and cert. The supply group continued on now
carrying only the regimental supply of batteries and some siggal
equipment. When the group reached the 3rd Battaellon area a
message was sent to the 3rd Battalion S~4 notifying him that
the 1st Battalion had what extra ammunition was presently avall-
able, Without further incident the group reached the regi-
mantﬁl CP and after notifying the regimental CO and S-4 of 1ts
actions established a supply point, without supplies, a short
distence from the CP. (66) | |

While the supply group was meking its eross country trek,
the 1lst Battalion contimmed its attack énd by 1400 had secured
the drop zone. The timing was perfect and the gliders started
to land jJjust as the battalion.finished its Job. 16 AK guns amd
- 149 prisoners were captured, most of the AA guns for the second
time; (67) The glider lardings were generally successaful,
with 413 of the 450 arriving safely. (68) 0f the missing a
number were seen to land beﬁdnd the drop zone in enemy territory.
_Thege gliders brought in & battery of AA, 3 battalions of artil-

lery, a medical company and four 1/4 ton trucks and trallers for

{(66) Fersonal sxperlence
(67) A-7, De O
(68) A~7
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each reglment. All four of the 508th vehicles arrivéd safely.
The 319th Fleld Artillery Battalion arriving in ﬁﬁis 1ift was
placed in direct support of the 508th. (69) |
Following the glider landing by about 10 to 20 minutes
136 B-24Ibomhers dropped 261 tbné of supplies, (70) The'drop
was scattered and a large number of bundles landed in no man's
lend and had to be recovered after dark, Dependling upon various
estimates about 60 to 80% of this drop was recovered. (71)
The recovery was a tremendous task and everyone the division
could spare was used to assist, including the glider pilots.
(72) Tt 1s General Gavin's opinion that 1/3 of a combat force

is necessary to recover and handle reaupply by parachute. (73)

Throughout ‘the Test of the 508th sector the enemw continu=-

ed aporadic and uncoordinated smsll scale eggressive efforts,

_Pressure was increasing along the WYLER, BEEK, GROESBEEEK front.

Most of the activity was origilnating from the southeast. (74)

-The only troops remaining in NIJMBGEN at the present time were

the platoon from A Company cut off near the bridge., The lst
Battalion.was now located from WYIER to KAMP along the drop zone.
The 3rd Battalion was in 1its organized positions 1n the viclnity
of BERG EN DAL. The znd_Battaiion was just south of NIJMEGEN
maintaining contact with the 504th at HONINGHUITE and HATERT «

By the end of the 18th éhortages were developing in cer=-

| tain suppliea. One of the 1/4 ton trucks that had arrived with

the gliders was made avallable to the supply sectlon and some
additional supplies were recovered from the vicinity of the
drop zone. By now, however, the drop zone had been fought over

1697 A=7, pe &

(70} &-4, pe B

(71) A—4 ps 53 &-9, p. 109
(72) a-9, p. 109

(73) A-9, p. 109 -

(74) Personal imowl edge
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twice and some equipment and supplies not previously recovered
hed been damaged. The other battalion supply offlcers were
notified to meke similer searches and to 1insure that supplles
on hand were carefully conserved. & battle losses report was
submitted to the division to be forwarded to the United King-
dom and 1néludad in tﬁe first available resupply. A trip was
made to the division supply points and some rations and em-
munitionﬁ from the resupply were drawn at that time. The ‘Regl-
mental Ammunition Sergeant and five men remained at division to
help aecure bundles. The rations drawn from division were dis-
tributed to the troops on the 18th, but sufficient quantity was
not available to 1ssue esch man a complete ration. (75)
7Q\x£erh§pa the_moﬁt_nzitical l shortage of supplies at this

——_———h——‘.-___Aw* e e T T
time was in batteries. The use of wire communication was limite

_ ed because of the distances involved between units. Consequent-
ly the drain on the small stock of batteries was heavy.
To sum up the supply situation on D plus 1 1t can be said

thet as usuﬁlrin airborne operations everything was in short

supply. .

D PLUS 2, 19 SEPTEMBER 44

The day atartéd off with everyone being cheered by the

' news of the British Guards Armored Divislon contacting elements

of the 82nd Division at 0830, (76) This contact made addition-
al troops avallable within the airhead and resulted In a change

in the missions of the 508th. The 2nd Battalion of the 504th |
P.I.ﬁ. relleved the 508th's 2nd Battalion; which was ordered to

take up positions from KAMP to VOXHILL to strengthen the south-

{76)] Personal knowledge
(76) A-Q p. 104
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east portion of the airhead. The mission of taking the NIJMEGEN
bridges was given to elements of the 504th and 505th P.I.R.'s
with British Armor attachéd. The 508th ﬁaa further ordered to
secuwre the highway'from NIJMEGEN to WYLER to prevent resupply
of the defenders in NIJMEGEN. (See Map[ ) |

BEEK ﬁas aei#ed by the 3rd Battalion and’a,atrong road
block established there. Throughout the 19th, this foad block
realsted strong enemy counterattacks.- A Company with a platoon
of G Company attached, attacked HILL 759. (See Map F) One of
the fiercept fights of the campaign raﬁulted, and only out of
sheer determlination was the poorly supplied and underatrangth
A Compeny sble to remain on the objective. Initially surpris-
ing the enemy and taking.the hill they reslsted strong counter=-
attacks thnoughout the day and night. (77)

B Company jumped off the seme time as A Company and captur-
ed WYLER establishing strong road blocks reenforced by 2 57 mm
guns from B Battery of the 80th Airborne AA Battalion. (78)

The 508th repelled counterattacks throughout its sector
all during the 19th, and tenaclously held onto it's positions
in the face of ever increasing resistance. f79)

The resupply for the division was delivered late in the
afternoon with a seriouslagtback. The weather was so bad only
60 alircraft had been dispatched and of the 60‘only 36 dropped
supplies. The drop ﬁas made from an exceasively high altitude
and only & negligible amount was recovered; (80) The weather
also resulted in the cancellation of the 325th Glider Infantry
1ift scheduled for D plus 2. This was also a serious setback

a3 those troops were badly needed in capturing the NIJMEGEN

A-10, p. 49; Personal knowledge
(78) A-18, p. 50
(79) Personal knowledge
(80) 4a-4, p. 5; 4a-9, p. 110
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Brldge. The dlvision was still without an‘effective reserve.,
The 508th had had ell of its units committed since its arrivel
end was forced to take a unit away from one mission to be em-
plojed elsewhere when a reserve force was needed.

Ratlons in sufficlent quantityrfor everyone were not avall-
able. After issuing all that could be drawn to the rifle com-
panies the rations were supplemented with captured German items.
On the evening of the 19th, the 508th was in serious need of
mbrtar amrunition, medical supplies, signal suppllies and rations.
A requirement for mines was £11led by division end these were
utilized to re-enforce road blocks in the regimental area. No
one was actually without ammunition, but on the other hand no
one had anywhere near their basic load. (81)

The serious effect that weather has upon.Airborne Opera=-
tions was well illustrated this day. No reserves of supplies
were on hand and en abortive air drop made the supply situation
so critical that the success of the operation became marginal.
(82)

Other then the continual recovery of supplles no opera-
tions were undertaken by the supply section of the 508th. Sup-
ply cperations had 5ecome purely the mechanics of picking up what
was rationed out by division sccording to the success of the
air drop and passing it on to the units of the regimenta. Un-
til such time as the corridor léading into the éirhead from

the south was Operqtioﬁal for supply vehicles, operations con-

[N
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tinued in the same menner. (83)

(81) Personal knowledge; -A-9, p. 110
(82) Personal opinion
(83} Persongl knowledge
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- SUMMARY ¢

With the arriﬁal of the Guard Armored Division the pure-
1y airborne phase of Operation Market was ended. Much hard
flghting -remailned for the 508th before they were withdrawn, 54
days later, and the supply sltuation, by no means favorable at
this point, was to become worse. (84) The suthor has attempted
to point out what supply operations are conducted immediately
prior to and followlng an airborne landing. Once regiment had
contact with the ground forces the area occupied lost 1ts iden~-
tity as an alrhead and soon reverted to a normal supply system;

The 508th had successfully carried on a daylight airborne
operation involving a long flight ecross enemy territory and &
parachute jump in the face of fairly heavy AA fire. Although
the'Regiment was stretched to its utmost 1t sucéessfully ac-
complished 1lts missions. 'Thé rapid assembly and movement to
its iInitial objective had resulted in complete surprise demoral-
1zing the enemy in most cases. Thus the 508th had capitelized
on its moat potent weapons, surprise and mass.

The NIJMEGEN bridges had not been captured. The mission
elthough assigned had not been expected to.be accomplished
with the amall force gvailable to the 508th. Had the British
units made contact with the Reglment as had been plgnned it 1s
very possible that the bridgs could have been taken without the
terrific loss of 1life, later exﬁended in the effort. This de-
lay on the part of the British waa not the fault of anyone ex-
cept the enemy. (85) |

For its 'Superiof'gallantry, self sacrifice, and loyalty®

86) the 508th as part of the 82nd Alrborne Bivisien was award=
4) Personal knowledge

(85) Personal opinion
(86) 4-18, p. 117 (Quoted from citation)

356



~ed the Militaire Willems Orde, Degree of Knight Fourth Class. .
This award included the authority for all members participat- |
ing 1in this operation to wear the Orange'Lanyard of the Royal

Netherlands Army. This wes the first eward of this honor to -—-

any non Dutch unit.

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM ™

1. DAYLIGHT OPERATIONS

The value of daylight operations was clearly demonstrqted
in this operation. This is not to say that this is always the
case, as many factors wili affect 1t. In planning this opera-
tion, for exﬁmple, the eneﬁy fighter capabllities were care-
fully anelyzed. His ability to interfere at night, with his
night fighter force in much better condition than his day
fighters, waes a consideration. That anti-aircraft fire would be
more effective In deylight wes a prime consideration. A trans-
pert alrcraft, unarmored,.without gself sealing gas tanks, fly-
ing at slow speed 1s an excellent target for even small arms
fire. The amount of enemy present in the area of operétions end
their ability to interfere must be reckoned with. Although
greater surprise might be achleved at night this advantage la
| qounter balanced with difficulty of asseﬁbling in darkness.

' In this operation, the 508th was able to move, to its ob-
Jectives within one and a half hours sfter dropping, glving the
enémy little time to react. The fact that i1t was daylight as-
8isted the pllots in finding the drop zone, and resulted in a
near pérfect landing pattern. Thls excellent landing pattern

coupled with the lack of opposition on the drop zone are the
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two factors that insured the rapid assembly of the unit end the
recovery of the bulk of its suppllies.

In my opinion the declsion to drop the airbbrng units in
daylight, in this particular operation, was the principle con-
tributing factor to the success of the operation. It resulted
in a great saving of man power end supplies in that .the bulk of
the perasonnel and equipment arrived on the drop zZone ready for

combat lmmediately.

2. THE MISSION AND OBJECTIVES

Operation Market Garden *aa in itself an embitious plan.
The objectives end missions assigned to the and'Division, and
the 508th in particular, were correspondingly asmbitious, and in
the words of General Gavin, "The outcome of this operation was
marginal the firat few days.m"

The 508th was only sble to attack the key NIJMEGEH'bridge
with a force of two companlies, when the divislon commaﬁder him=-
self believed that at least a regilment was necesséry to take
it. This bridge was one of the largest in HOLLAND and on the
mein route of sdvance of the ground forces. It had been desig-
nated in orders frbm higher headquarters as one of the prin-
ciple targets-of the operation and yet had to be neglected
initi ally. |

The erea in which the 508th operated contained the highesat
ground in HOLLAND, and had to be dominated in order to make the
rest of the area tenable. The west boundry of the regimental
sector, along the MAAS-WAAL CANAL contained two bridges that
had to be captured in order to insure lateral communication be-

tween elements of the division. The enormous aresa 1tself, not
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considering these obJectives, hed to be cleared of enemy to
prevent them from operating within our perimeter.,

To accomplish all these missions the regiment was extended
to the 1llmit, and was not able to constitute a reserve until
several days after landing. The defense smployed by the regil-
ment was not mutually supporting, and if one unit needsd help
i1t was necessary for another to be pulled off of 1ts oblectlve
to assist fhem. The caloulated risk taken in this plan ﬁut a
great deal of faith in the 1insbllity of the enemy to counter- -
attack, and in the arrival of the ground forces accofding to
scheﬁule.

The missions assigned were actually beyond the normsl
capabilities of the regiment; They were assigned.as a result
of the planning of higher headquarteré whom I believe.placed too
much welght on the assumptions that the enemy was disorganized,
that the ground forces would not be delayed, and that the weather

wduld permlt continuous successful resupply.
3« PROTECTIONS OF DROP ZONES AND LANDING ZONES

The landing of the glider echelon on D plus 1 very neﬁrly
resuited in disaster. The lst Battalion was still flghting on
the outskirts of the lending zone when the gliders appeared
overhesd. This predicament came about because of insufficient
measures being taken to secure this vital area. The reasons,'\
of course, can be traced to the faci that fhere were juat too
many jobs for too few units. However, I belleve the 1mportance
of this mission was not fully realized, and that it was aomet_;

what neglected in the planning phase.
The landing zone was on the perimeter of the area, and,
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after the battalions had moved to their objectives, was a con-
siderables distance away from any other friendly troops. Thé
actions of the higher commenders i1n minimizing the threat 1n
this area was probably felt by the "D Compseny commander and
undoubtedly influenced his actions. The loss of one platoon
was due to the lack of alertness on the part of the platoon
1eader,'and.of course increased the threat to the aresa.

When the danger was made known to the regimental commander
he acted gulckly snd decisively and commltted a sufficlent force
to insure 1ts recapture.. Néarly losing this afea'to the enemy '

brought home 1ts importance. Had 1t not been recaptured 1t is

qulte posslible that the majority of the gliders could have been
lost end that the scheduled resupply drop:would have fallen in-
to enemy hends. No radio commmicatlon was avallable with the
air forée. To inform them of any laat minute changes & mea~
'sage would have hed to bhe relayed through IvIII Corps in ENG-
LAND, |

4, RECOVERY OF EQUIPMENT BUNDLES

Although the maJority of the equipment bundlea inltlially
dropped were recovered, enough of them were not to cause several.
shortages. Every bundle'dbopped contained essentlial eéuipment,f'
and the loas of even one caused a shortage.

Suffiéient persoﬁnel were not avallable to aassist 1n the
recovery of these bundles. There are no troops assigned within
an airborne unit whose upecific duty 12 recovery of bundleg,;"-/
Any personnel used in this task, other than the supply perabnnel
in the combat echelon, must be taken from the fighting units.

The question arises as to whether these riflemen are more urgent-
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ly needed in their primary duty or whether some of them should

be utillized initially in the recovery of equipment bundles. ™

Ideally eazch company would collect &ll 1ts own bundies”and car-

ry the supplies and equipment off the drop zone when they move'
to thelr objective. As has been brought out no transportation
1s avallable 1nitially end 1t 1s impossible for the complete

baslic load to be hend carried et one time,

-

—.! In any event some provision mist be made in the prior
plamming for the immedlate recovery and movement to & safe

place of all bundles dropped. To go further every bundle must

be recovered, even 1f 1t has to be fought for. One bundle con--

talning s machine gun or a mortar might very well be declsive.
In this operation some bundles were unnecessarily damaged
by enemy fire because they were not promptlj recovered from .

~the drop zone.

5. AERIAL RESUPPLY

Of the two resupply drops made only sixty to elghty per
cent was recovered on the 18th and on the 15th the recovery
- was negligible, The Alrborme unit being no different in that

reapect, than any other type unit needs constant dependable

resupply to continue to operate. The loasa of one days re-upplywvh

load causes shortages that are felt 1mmed1atelyfj Giving & re-
sourceful enemy credit for knowing that weather conditions have
curtailed aserial resupply operations they iaybe expected to ex~
ploit this set back promptly. |

Normally resupply missions are conducted at low altitudes
by the same slow unarmored alrcraft that carry the paratroopers

and tow the gliders, These aircraft are not capable of satlis-
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factory performance in anything but good weather, and with 1ittle

reslstance from flak or flghters. By aatisfactory performance

1
l

I mean getting to the drop zone wlth everything that thig start-
ed with, and do not mean to detract in any way from th; heroic %f;
Job performed by these alrcraft throughout the war.i If ths
auccess of the mission 1s to bé guarenteed the resupply must
either be dependable or sufficlent quantity must be taken in
with the initlial drop to last until the ground supply linesa sre
opened.

The résupply in this operation was directed at the division
and not just the 508th. Not wlahing to stray besyond the scope
of the regiments operations, the resupply drops are consldered
objectively in the light of thelr effect on the status of sup=-
Ply in the 508th. |

B fﬂgwfesults of a failure in the resupply system are lmmedi-
ﬂately felt and have far reaching effect. The effiéiency_of a
-mﬁaoldiar 1s reduced by a shortage of rations and also by a feel-
ing of being isolsted. The shortage of ammunition means that

the fight cannot be vigorously carried to the enemy. The enemy,

becoming aware of this situation becomes a greater threat and

the success of the entire operetion hangs in balance.

6., DESTRUCTION OF ENEMY EQUIPMENT

The failure of the assault echelon to deatroy the enamy.
weapons sbandoned end ceptured on the drop zZone resulted in
many unnecessary casualtles. This failufg cen be traced to
elther the lack of tralning, or the assumptibn by everyone cone
cerned that ground once teken would not be lost. Obvliously in

a situation of this type, with éll units over~extended end the
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situation very flexibio, ground is likely to change hands -nﬁ
several times in the early stages of the campalgn. Two couraesf
of action are opened to the attacker in thls case; elther he ;
muat destroy the weapdn or he must teke 1t with hiﬁ‘to use |
against the enemy. The latter 1s not desirable, except in an

emergency, and only creates an additional supply problem.
7. ACTION OF THE ENEMY - Shasn

The enemles actlon in attacking the poorly defended drop
zone was either a shrewd meneuver on his part or e stroke of
luck, In anj event we must assume that the enemy is'reseurceful
and intelligent enough to realize that e landing zone has e
tactical lmportance. The enemy, having alrborne troops of his
own 1s aware of the normal bulld up nocessa&y is an airbome
operation and can be expected to explolt this kndwladge to the
'fulliest. ﬁsauming that the enemy Intentionally attacked the
drop zone he was to an extemt succeasfﬁl. Although he dld not
destroy the glidera.upon landing he caused a battallon to be
pul;ed off of another objectiﬁe, and also caused a considerable

loa'e{ of .supplie 8.
LESS0NS

1. Daylight operations, enemy situation pennitting, are
— Mm
preferable to night operations in that they permmlt the rapid
S S NN R S A

assemhly of tho troops, and insure a rapid etteck on the ob~-
]

joctive. -

2. Mission and objectiv95mustiﬁémggﬁégﬁgg”;Qg&wg;s_yiypin

the capabilities of the unit 1nvolved.
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Se Drop zones anﬂ landing zZones that are to be used in
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the bulld up, must be sufficiently protected from ths start,

S0 i L i e A R A M i oy

and should assume an importence, at least equal to that of

the objectives, In the planning phase.

4, Provisions mast be made for the recovery of all equip-
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ment and bundles immediatsly after landing.
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5. In its present state, continuous aerial resupply is

e m-mc PP G g

TR

dependent upon favorable weather conditions andxq\\\not b\)re—

T e h“ihr'?l"ﬂ‘

lied upon for dally requireysnts.
6, DBecause of the normal fluld situation in an airborne

operation any enemy material csPtureq4m§ngpgggwngt be edvantage-
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ously used, should be destroyed to prevent the enemy from re-
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capturing it.
7. The enemy can be expected to understand the normal
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sequence of events in an airborne operation end to act’decisive=
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ly, within his capabilities, to prevent the attacker from being
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re-snforced or aupplled, _ '
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