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[HE INVASION OF MINDANAO ISLAND
10 March - 10 July 1945

INTRODUCT I0N

With the Teturn of Ameriean Forces to the Fhilippines
in October, 1944, the Japanese éream of a Greater East Asila
Co-Prosperity Sphere dwindled and flickered toward its end.
The United States Sixth Army invasion of the island of TLeyte
in the Central Philippines succieded in driving =a salient
between Luzon snd Mindanao, the two largest islands of the
Philippines. | _

Ag the Sixth Afmy moved north to reduce the isgland of
' Luzon, the Eighth Army, commanded by ILt. General Robert L.
Eichelberger, assumed responsibility for all the iglands. of
the Philippines south of Luzon. (See Map A) (1)

The mission of the Eighth Army was teo clear the South-
ern Philippines of enemy forces and to aubport'the Sixth
Army operatione in the nurth; (2 To accoﬁplish the miss-
ion of clearing the Japanese elements from iis zZone, the
Eighth Army prepared plans to capture the'ialand of Palawen
and the Zamboanga Peninsula; the islands of Pansy, Cebu,
Negros, Masbate and Jolo of the Sulu Archipelago; Bohol and
finally, the remainder of Mindanac. Thesge were to be cap-
tured in the order named, (See Map A) (3)

This monograph covers the Invasion of Mindanao, 10 March

1945 to 10 July 1945. Sinee the military opersticns and plans

(1) (2) a-1, p. 42; (3) A-7, p. 371,
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of the Eighth Army for the Mindanao Area divide into two
separate and distinet operations, the subjeet will be treated
sccordingly in the remainder of this document.

‘The first nperationrwas the recapture of the Zambosanga
Peninsula ~ Sulu Archipelago Area (See Map A4), while the
gecond ocperation constituted the regapture of tﬁe remaindex
of Mindanac. {See Map A) The Zambeanga Peningula - Sulu
Archipelage phase was closely allieé $0 the Palawan Opera-
tion becsuse of the gecgraphie lecatien of the twe areas
with respect te each other. (See Map A) {4) As esn be seen
from the'illustrative Map A, both land magses control ap-
proaches to the Suly Sea and the north-south routes t¢ the
Netherlands East Indies, ineluding the island of Bernmeo. (5)
The suecessful accomplishment of the reduetion of the Zam-
boangﬁ Peninsula - Sulu Archipelago Areas would assist in.
the final assault om Mindanao proper by preoviding nearby air
and naval bases. These bases mould alse facilitate Ameriaﬁu
aséistance'to operations being conducted by the Australians
on Borneo, if suech action became necessary.

Although the Japanese eueupiei Mindanzo early in 1942,.
cemplete domination of ®he Filipino people and control of
‘the area were never atbained. Actually, The Japanese con-
fined the soope of their occupation to the main cities and
geaperts, with strong patrols along the mair arteries of
sommunieation. (8) The rugged terrsin eombined with poor
communieation facilities undoubtedly were faeters affecting
the Japanese.policy. However, complete coccupation woyld_have

required a considerable ineresse in'troopa and equipment.
(4) A."‘S, P 59', (51 A-—E‘n, Ps 3; (6) A."‘l, P 45.
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Since only portions of the island came under Japanese
control, guerrilla aetivitles sprang up and continued through=-
out the years 1942 to 1945. These guerrilla aoctivities, how-
ever, were neither completely eentraliied and equipped, nor
trained o operate openly agalinst the enemy. Thgy diéd ae-
somplish continual harassing aetlons throughout the Japanege
cecupation, (7) These guerrilla.elementa nade contact with
Southwest Paeifiec Area HéadQuarters and furnished intelli-

gence information at regular intervals.

TEREAIN AND WEATHER

i

It might be well to discuss The weather and'terrain in
the Minﬁanao_hrea, sinee their effeet on beth eperations was
econsiderable. Zambozngs Feminsula itself is appreximately
150 miles in length and a varisble 15 to 80 miles in width.
(8) The peninsula is cennected to the remainder of Mindanao
by & sarrow isthmus. (See Map B) 1Its terfain‘is character-
ized by rugged, heavily foliated mountains which run &pprox-
imately through the center of the peninsula. This mountain-
ous area is partially unexplored and is devoid of any road
net suitable for military operations. (See Map B) A narrow
ecoastal ares, generally flat im nature, surrounds the moun-
tainous region; (9) The peninsuls lies about six degrees
porth of the Equator and its olimate averages around 80 de-
grees throughout the year, with the heaviest rains ocour- |

ring during the months of June and July. (10) The islands

(7) A-2, p. 17; (8) A-3, p. 28] (9} A-3, p. 28; (10} A-3, p. 34.



of the Sulu Archipelago are 7olcanie ia nature, rugged and
abound with trepieal forests. (11) Suitable road nets
are lacking on thege islands, The weather is similar o
that of the Zamboanga Peninsula. |

The ares of Mindanao which lieg east of the Zamboanga
Peninsula constitutes by far the major pertien of the isgland.
Tn size Mindanso ranks second to Luzon, the 1argest island
1ﬁ the Philippine Archipelago. (12)

The rosd net on Mindanao is limit ed from & military
viewpoint. There are three highways of impertance, all of
whieh follow the cocast line or the platemu west of the twWe
largest mountain ranges. Highway #SIbegina on the merth
ecogst and runs southwest through the central pertion of the
igland to Kebakan. {(See Map B) (13) Highway #1 begins at
Davae on the south coast and runs gouth and west to Kabakan
where it. joins Highway #3. (See Mep B} Turning west from
Kebaken, Highway #1 reaches the coast at Parang and from
that peint follows the comst line to Mﬁlabang. From Mala-
bang the highlay'runs to the northeast until it joins High-
way #3 again in the vieinity of Bugo. (See Map B} (14)
Highway #5, the least imporiant of the three highways, is
looated in Cot obato Proéinue in southwest Mindanaeo., This
highway, beginning at Makar, rune north to & junetion with
Highway #1 about twelvé miles southeast of Parang. (See
Msp B) Numerous trails dot the landseape in Mindanao.
However, they ean be used by only.the mosmt primitive means

of transportation.

(11) A~3, p. 293 (12) A-2, p. 63 (13) A-2, p. 10; (14} A-2, D.
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The coast line varies from gentle, sloping beaches 0.
rugged mountaing jutting into the sea, The most diffieult
and.rugged part of the coast line is the eastern portioﬁ
bordering the Pacifie Qocean, (See‘Mnb B). The mountain
range, running north and south along the esst coast, rises
abruptly from the occean in most places, providing few, if
any, laﬁding areag. (15) The southerm znd western scast
lines éontain many landing sites which are suitable for |
 1arge scale amphibious operations. Beashes slope gradually
te the north and east‘rrom the coast for a distanee of 8 10
10 ﬁilga and in most instances are of firm ground, The
north coagt 1s characterized by many bays, soves and_iﬁlets'
with the mest feagible landing site in the vielnity of Buge.
(See Map B) (16) | .

Ma jor concentrationg of population exist 1in the two |
large cities. Davao, the largest, has & pepulation of ap-
proxiﬁhtely g5,000; while the residents of Zamboanga numb e
about 45,000. Cities and towns of lesser imporiance are |
Cetocbato, Parang, Malabang, Bugo, Talomn_anq Digos. (See
Map B) |

Rivers and streams are numerous ¢on the island of Mim-
danao. The rugged terrsain causes many swift, turbulent
gtreams whioh are easily flooded during the rainy sesscn. (17)
The Mindanao; Pulangi, Agusen and Daveo Rivers are the mozt
important on the island. The Mindanao and Pulangi Rivers
drain the west coast With their outlet being in the vieinlty
of Cotobato. {See Map B) The Agusan and Davac Rivers

drain north and south respectively. Notably the eastern

{15) A-2, p. B; (16) A-2, p. 8; (17) A-2, p. 11. y



coast has no major rivgr outlet. Ihe Mindanao and Agusan
Rivers are navigable for about 60 miles inland and pre-war
tra&el on these rivers was extensive. (See Map B) (18)
-The mountain ranges in the area are rugged, preeipi-
‘tous and covered with tropical forest. The highest range
ig loesated on the eastern coast running parsllel to the
eastern coakt line. Inland in the east central portian of
the island is loeated the séaoﬁd iange, also running nerth
and south. Mount Ape in the southern porﬁion of this
range of mountains is the highest point in the Philippine
Archipelago. (9,692 feet) West of this second range of

mountaine the terrain slopes down to the Mindanae apd Pu-

langi Rivers valleys. (189)

ENEMY SITUATION ON MINDANAO

Intelligence data om the Japanese forces with respect
to troopa, their disposition, status of training, combat ef-
ficieney and adequacy of supply was obtained primarily from
guerrilla reports and aerial reconnaissance. (20)

The XXXV Corps (Japanese Army) Was believed to be the
command headquarters for the Mindanso Sulu Arehipelago Area.
Prier to the invasion, it was reported thai & pPars of this
hesdquarters was located in the vieinity of Impalutao. (See
Map BY (21) ' |

Reports indicated that the combat unite in the area con-
gigted of the 30th Infantfy Division, 100th Infantry Divisicn
and the 54th and 55th Independent Mixed Brigades. (22)

(18) A-2, p. 11; (19) A-2, p. 9; (30) A-2, p. 104; (21) A-2,
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' Egtimates for the two operations were made separately
with the total gtrength fixed at approximatelj 38,700 Army
and Navy troops. The gt rength of the troops loeated on the
Zambeanga Peninsula and in the Sulu Arshipelege 1ankest1-
me;ed to be 8,700, coneisting of the 54th and 55%h Indepeni-
ent Mixed Brigades and mis@glianeous serviee troepe. The
remaining 30,000 troeps, eénsisting of two major troep
iiapositiwns were located elsewhere on Mindanao, The larger
of the two which was estimated to number 15,500 was in the
Davsao area, The aéeond eoncentraticn was censiie;gdltb be
loeated in central Mindanae with a gtreagth of 13,000. (23)
The infermation about the Davac area was considered to be
reliable sinece Davac was the-largest pre-ﬁar eity in Mindanac
and had contained & large number of Japanese civilians a¥
the beginning of World War II.

The capability of the enemy to move troeps from one le=-
eation to another to effeet a coordinated defensive or of-
Pansive action was belleved unlikely. Seme of the faciors
congidered in estimating this eapability were: distances
involved, limited rcad net, lack of air cover for daylight

movement and other terrain difficulties. (24)

PLANS VICTOR IV AND V

As mentioned earlier, the Zamboanga Peninsula-Sulu
Arehipelagb pperation was closely allled te the Palswan

operation, The cloge relationship of these two cperations

(23) A-3, p. 44; {(24) A-2, p. 14.



was borne out by the planning, preparation and 1ssuance of
orders by the Eighth Army during February, 1245, (25) These
two loeal operations formed part of the series of operations
econduocted by thg Eighth Army whioch were titled VICTOR. The

Palawan opersticn was coded as VICTOR III while the Zambeanga
Peninsula -~ Sulu Archipelago operation was designated VICTOR IV.
The planned operation for the remainder of Mindanso wWes des-
ignated VICTOR V. (See Map A) ' \

The mission of carrying out the VICTOR III and IV 0%~
erations was aseigned to the 4lst Infantry Division loecated
on Mindore. (See Map A) (26) This division had recently
moved to Mindore from Biak and was operating at this time
under the direet contrbl of the Eighth Army. One regimental
combat team was to be employed to aceomplish the VICIOR TTI
operation., (See Map A) The remainder of the 4lst InfantTy
Division was to conduet the VICTOR IV operation. (See Map A)
Final details for the VICTOR IV operation were decided upen
at Eighth Army headquariers on 27 February, 1945 with 10
March, 1945 set as J-Day -~- ©Or the day of invasien.

Navy Task Groupe 78.1 and 70.1; Marine Air Groups lz,
14, 32; and elements of the '13th Air Foree were to support
the VICIOR IV operation. Air bombardment was to begin on
J-Day minug 9 and the Naval bombardment was %o commense al
0700, 10 Mareh. {27) | |

Guerrilla forces had obtained contrel of a G emporary
air strip at Dipolog on the north aoagt of the peninsﬁl&.
(See Map B} In order to take full advantage of this situa~

ticn, it was plammed t¢ base one fighter Bquadrcn on this

(25) (26) (27) A-3, P« 39
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air field effective 8 March. This measure would provide
additional land-based air support for the operation. Teo
provide‘adequate proteetion for the air elements at this
field, two companies of Zlst Infantfy, 24th Infantry Div;a-
ion, were to be made availabie and air-landed on 8 Mareh.
{See Map A) (28).

Plans for thé VICTOR IV operation included propesed
landings on the principal iglands of the Sulu Archipelago.
These landings were %o be accomplished after the beach
head on Zambeanga Peninsula had been established. (29)

-  The Bighth Army im ite planning for the VICIOR V op-
eration envisaged the use of the X Corps. Main ocombat
elements to make up the Corps were the 24th Infantry Di-
visienllocated on Teyte and 3lst Infantrylnivision le~
cated en Morotai. {30) The 41st Infantry Division at
Zamboange and the 5034 Infantry Combat Team (Parachute)

on Negros Island were alerted and designated as Army re-
gerve., R-Day was scheduled for 12 April, 1945 in the ini-
tial orders published, but was later changed to 17 April
because of a laek of required shipping. (See Map A) (31)

The Eighth Army studied various loeastions fer the ini-
tial 1anﬂing§. However, the Malabang, Parang, Coteobato area
was finally selected as the most suitable landing site.
{See Map A) l(52) Intelligence estimates indieated that no.
me jer opposition to the landings would resgult in this ares,
thereby faeilitating the establishment of supply and base
ingtallations to support future land operations., The dig-

(28)A-3, p. 41; (29) A-3, p. 42; (30) A-2, p. 19; (31) A-2,
Pe 18; {53) 3-2, B 19, ° ‘ -
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tant leocation of the two iargest eoncentrations of enemy
forceg, thelr estimated inability to react vigorously to
the landinge, snd the partisl control of the area by guerr-
illa foreces were major factors concsidered in the final spe-
lection of the landing site. _

X Corps decignated the 24th Infantry Division as the as-
gault force. 24th Infentry Division plens called for the
landing of the 19th Infantry in a celumn of battalions at
Malabang followed ashore by the 21st InfantIy. " The 34th
InfantTry Wwas to remain afloat as division reserve. (33)

Final plans were prepared and units were loading for
the operation when information was received from guerrillas
units lcoated in the vieinity'of Malebang that they had
gcontrol of the area. (34)

Baged on this information, 1% was dgeiﬂed not to land
at Malabang and 8 new plan was adopted calling for a landing
which would better suppert future cperations. Parang Wasg
seléate& ag the new landing site. ({See Map D) The order
of landing was not altered. The 34 Battaliom, zlst Infan- |
_try, wag deaign&ted, however, to continue %o land at Mala-
bang to secure the left flank of the division'and eont act
the guerrilla units in the area. (35) Primary reasons
for the shift in the landing area were logistiecal in na-
ture, By aeeompii:hing the initiesl landinge at Parang, the
overland movement of supplies from Malabang o Farang would

be eliminated., (See Map D} (36)

(33) (34) A~2, p. 23; {35) A-10, p. 3; (36) A-2, p. 235.
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THE VICIOR IV OPERATION

7amboangs Peninsula - Sulu Archipelago Ares

As planned, the 41lst Infantry Divieion (less 186th
Regimental Combat Team) arrived off the coast of Zamboangz
Peningule on the morning of 10 March. At OB8l5 the first
assault waves hit the beaech at the pre~determined landing
areas. During the bombardment of the beach head prior te
the landing, one flight of Ameriocan bombers dropped their
exﬁlosives on the beach without elearance from the Joint
Air-Ground Controller. Shortly after 0915, a second and
third flight of American planes dropped their bombs in the
beaoh head area, alsoc without ebtaining proper clearance
or coordinating with ground elements, JIuekily, none of
- these drops caused casualties to the landing foraes. (37)

The 1624 Infantry made the initial landing, followed
aghore by the 1634 Infantry. The first objeetive éf the
1624 Infantry wae to establish the beach head area. This
was aceomplished rapidly and the beach head was well estab-
lished by the end of the first day.

The 163d Infantry, upon landing, turned to the right
(east) and at the end of the day was disposed along the Bali-
wagan Creek. (38) Many well-prepared defensive positions
were encountered, However, the enemy had not chosen vo de-
fend them. (39)

Oﬁ March 11, the 1834 Infantry eaptured the San Rogue
gir field with forwsrd elements of the Regiment ent ering

the city of Zamboanga. (40) During the same day, the 1624

(37) A-3, D. 75; (38) A-6, p. 143; (39) 4-3, p. 94; (40) A-3, p. 5.
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Infantry expanded the beach head @nd pushed patrols north
and weet along the eoast am far as the town of Cawiv. {See
Map C) (41) |

After advancing to the city of Zamboanga, the 163d In-
fantry direeted its movement to the north along Highwéy BA.
This highway led to the fcothilla overlooking the beach head
area and the ciﬁy of Zamboanga. Thg 163d Infantry advance
wag retarded by enemy delaying actions consisting of road
blocks snd mines. Iight artillery and mortar fire was also
encountered. . | |

On 14 March, cthe advanee elements of the 1834 Infahtry
entered the town of Paéananea and by 15 March aaptﬁred the
regervoire loested in the vicinity. (See Map ¢ {42) 1Im
this advance the 163d Infantry employed tanks 9ith limited
guccess. The terrain seriously affected thelr mnbility. {43)
Tanks were restriated to the limited road net and were not
properly supperted by infantiry, which made them very vul-
nerable to enemy anti-tank fire and mines. (44)

Tn the meantime, the 1624 Infantiry had advansced without
gserious diffieulty to the vieinity of Masilay, where re-
gigtance stiffened and sdvances were limited to shoft gainsg,
(See Map C) (45)

By 17 March the two regimental'columna had progressed
inland to a line running generally from Masilay on the left
to Pasananes on the right. Sinee J-Day thege $wo columns
had operated independently and lateral contact was not es-

tablished until some time after 17 Mareh. (46)

(41)a-3, p. 52; (42) (43) A~3, P 5%; (44) (45 ) A-3, D. 73;
(46) L"E’, P. 50- -
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During the next seven daya.of theIOperation, £t eady
pressure was applied by both regimental columns, and by
24 March the enemy defenses had been penetTated. The en-
suing operations were mainly a mopping up action. (47)

The tactical mission:of the TICTOR IV operation on
Zamboanga Peninsula had been completed in a peried of 14
days. Organized resistance of fhe enemy in the area was
ghattered; the city of Zamboangs had been liberated; and
the prinéipal air fiélas were-under American control.

As the peninsula eperation appeared to be well oh its
way o0 suceess, the 41lst Infantry Division quickly turned
its effort im the opposite direetion. The final mission of
- ¢learing the enemy'ffom the pripneipal islands of the Sulu
Arehipelago was next on the calendar of events.

On 16 March one company of the 162d Infantry landed un-
opposed at Lamitan on Basilan Island, ({See Hﬁp £} XNo enemy
defenses or troops were found on the island. (48)

During the latter part of March The 1st and 34 Dattal~
ions, 186th Infaniry, arrived at Zamboanga from Palawan and
relieved the 163d Infantry. (49)

As the 1634 Infantry was DOW available, it wan gsei to
mﬁke the remainder of the‘asaaults on the iglands of the Sulu
Arehipelago. The 24 Battalion, 1634 Infantry, landed on
Sange Sange and Bonga Islands on 2 April. (See Map C) The
Sanga Sanga landing wWas unopposed, and Bonga Island was Quiek—
1y secured when only light resistance was met. (50)

Five daye later the 163d Infantry (less 24 Battalion)
1anded on Jole. {See Map C) The Japanese did not resigt

(47} A-3, p. 55; (48) A-3, P. 56; (49) A-3, p. 98; (50) A-6,
pP. 149.
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the landing, and the forces moved inland uneﬁpesea until
they approashed Mount Dato, (See Map €) The enemy lo-
cated in this defensive position wag quiekly overrun and
preparations were made to capture the high ground farther
inland, (See Map C) (51)

Observation reveélea'that farther -igland, Mounf Daho
was strongly held and ﬁad heen extensiveiy prepared by
the enemy for a defensive stand., A combination of artill-
ery and air qubarﬁment proceeded to scften up the area.
(58) However, the firast assault on the high ground was
‘repulsed. Air bombardment and artillery fire were used
again with mueh better success. The alr supportc uwas
provided by Ghe Marine Air Groups based on tne San Reque
air strip.- (53) The second attack on Mount Daho was oom-
pletely suceessful, knocking out the last organized re-
sistance on this island. Figures relative %o eneny oag-
nalties and prisoners of war revealed that the Japaneae
sustained 8,316 killed and 366 eaptured during the opera-
tion. (54) Also identifieation of Japanese units during
the sction had determined that the 54th.Independent Mixed
Brigade had been stationed at Zamboange, while the 55%th
Independent Mixed Brigade was located in the Sulu Archi-

pelago. (55)

(51) A-6, p. 152; (58) (S53) A-3, p. 60; (54) A-3, p. 953
(55) A—-:ﬁ, P. 44. .
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THE_VICIOR V OPERATION

24ch Infantry Division Parang to Davao

17 April to 4 May

The last minute changes in lending plans did not af-
feet the assault of the 24th Inrﬁntry Division. Léndings
were begun at 0800 and 0900 17 April in the Malsbang and
Parang areas respectively. (See Map D) The 19th Infan-
try went ashore at Parang in a column of battealions fol-
lowed by the 21st Infantry (less 3d Battalion). The land—
ing by 34 Battalion, 21lst Infantry at Malabang Was with-
out ineident, and contact was quiockly establiched with the
guerrilla elements in the area. (56)

The 19th Infantry, after landing at Parang, swung to
the southeast and pushed rapidly along Route 1 toward the
road junetion of Highways #1 and #5. (See Map D) By the
end of R-Day, the advance elements of the 19th Infantry
nad reached a line about 4000 yards north of the Simuay
River. (See Map D) (57)

The suecess of the landings and the latk of enemy re-
gistance in the area, coupled with the reconnaissanae by
the 24th Infantry Division Reseonnaissanaee Proop at the
mouth of the Mindsnao River on R-Day, presented the pessi-
bility of using the riter as a route of advance inland.
(58) This maneuver would constitute a flanking mevement
on the 1mportant'road junction of Highways #1 and #3, ap-

proximately 60 miles to the‘east. (See Map D) Also an-

(55) A"z, P. 23; (5‘?) A-a,- Po 4; (58) .“-‘9 3 p- 5-
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other route for the movement of supplies would be avail-
able. {59) n

To exploit this possibility, the 2d Battalion, 21st
Jafantry and elements of the 533d Engineer Boat and Shore
Regiment were organized as a task force on the afterneon
of R-Day. On the morning of 18 April this force was loaded
in the landing eraft and gunboats of the emgineer -boat and
shore regiment and prooéeded to the entrance of the north
and south branches of the Mindanao River. (See Map D)
Thig foree was supported by air oraft and by naval ele-
ments eonsisting of one eruiser and one destroyer. (60)
The naval elements shelled the area prior to the arrival
of the task foree. No opposition to the embry of the
branches of the rifer was encouﬁtered, and by the evening
of 18 April the forks of the river had been reached. (See
Map D) Cotobato was oocﬁpied by infantry elements of the
river rorce without ineident. (See Map D) (61)

The nexﬁ day, the river forece continued its novement
up the river occupying Lomopog and Paidu Pulangi enroute.
Evidence of hastily retreatlng enemy Was cbserved by Lhe
troops occupying Lomopog. During the night, & Weak enemy
counterattéck wae launched againsﬁ our forces at Lomopeg
but was quickly repulsed. (62)

To further the succees of the rapid movement via the
river route, the 24th Infantry Division ordered the 34th
Infantry (less 2d Battslion) to proceed Lo Fort Pikit and -
to geize the junetion of Routes 1 and 3 at Kabékan. {See

Wap D) The 1lst Battalion, m4th Infantry, arrived at Paidu
{59) A-2, P. 26; (60)&—2,9.26;(61) A-8, p. 179; (62) A-2, p. 28.
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Pulangi on 19 April. Actlve patrelling was condueted on.
the road leading to Fert Pikit and also farther up the
river on 20 April. Reports of these patrols indicated that
the overland route was clear half way to Fort Pikit, while
no evidence of enemy defenses was found on the river route.
'Theréfore, preparations and plans were made to ﬁave oun Fort
Pikit using both the land route and the river route., (63)

On 21 April this plan was pus inte effeol with the 1st
Battslion, 34th Infantry (less Compeny 4) ﬁoving on the
overland route, Simultaneously Company A with elements of
the 533d Engineéleoat and Shore Regiment moved via the
river route, Enroute, the river force ceommander conferred
with the cemmanding officer, 118th Infantry (Guerrilla), |
who reported that approximately 800 Japanesne were defending
the approaches to Fort Pikit. (64) To eombat this gitua-
tion, the infantry eiements were put aghore and thé gunboats
noved uﬁ gtream to éupport the advance of the infantry by
fire. The area in whish the enemy was reported to be lo-
cated was heavily shelled. Only intermittent sEall arms
fire wae returned by the enemy and the boats continued their
movement to Fort Pikit, reaching it by 1600 21 April. (85)

puring this period the 19th Iﬁfantry had continued (e
advance along Route 1 encountering little or no opposition.
The eondition of the road and bridges seriously hampered
the movement and the engineer effort to support the advanc-
ing infantry was insuffiocient.

on 23 Aﬁril the 34th Infantry oceupied the junction of

(63) A-2, p. 29; (64) A-8, p. 173; (85) A-8, p. 173.
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Highways #1 and #3, while the remainder of the 24th Infantry
Division continued to reach the area using either the ﬂigh-
way or the river route. (66)

To develop and fix the enemy beligvéd'to be in the
south, the 24th Infantry Division turned south on Route 1
and moved toward Digos. Rapid advances were made and on
86 April tﬁe sdvance elements of the 24th Infantry Division
had moved te¢ within 8 miles of Digos. (67) As these rapid
mdvances were being made the 31lst Infantry Diviﬁion landed
at Parang, Cotobato and Malabang.

The 31st Infantry Divigion, after landing at Parang
on 23 April, was ordered to Kabakan and then to proceed
north slong Route 3 to develop the enemy in the vieinity
of Kibawe Talomo Trail, and to relieve the elements of the
24th Infantry Division béing employed on seecurity missionﬁ
for the supply route from Parang to Kabakan. This maneuver
would faeilitate a pogeible pilnoers movement on the enemy: -
forces in the south by the 3lst and 24%th Infantry Divisions;

Also Bighth Army requested Southwest Pacific Headquar-
ters to permit the employment of the 108th Infentry Regi-
mental Combat Team, 40th Infantry Division and the 1624 In-
fantry of 41st Infantry Division., The planned use of these
two units wae és follows: 108th Regimental Combat Team wWas
£o be landed on the north coast in the vieinity of Bugo and_
Agusan and to proceed south to make contact with the 31st
Infantry Division; the 1624 Infantry would be moved o the

Parang and Cotobato area o take over the sesurity of the

(66) A-2, p. 51; (67) A-2, p. 33.
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lines of communiocation and supply instellations. The plan
for the employment of these two units was approved by higher
headquarters on 29 April. (68)

Goncurrently, the X Corps issued orders to the 24%h In-
fantry Division for the continuation of the operation in the
south. The X Corps order direeted that & beach head area be
established in the Digos area, the Padada air field be se-
cured and the Malalég Bay areea be seized to assist in the
planned construction of light naval facilities, A eontinua-
tion of the attack to seize Davao would be ecarried on simul-
taneougly. (69)

The 34th Infantry was committed to accomplish the miss-
ione in the Digos area and to the southwest; while the 19th
Infantry passed through Digos and pushed northeast toward
Davao. _ _

Az the 19th Infantry moved to the northeast, strong ene-
ny defensive positions were uncovered. However, the enémw
had chogen not to men them. By 29 April the Diges area had
been secured and the 19th Infantry had reached Santa Cruz.
(See Map D)

Although the enemy regigtance to the forward advanee
of the 24th Infaniry Divisioﬁ had been practieally non-ex-
jgtent, continual light attasks were being made against the
long and nerrow supply route. (70} The division countered
these attaeks by using elements of the 21st Infantry and at-

tached guerrills units, to patrol the route south from Kabea-

kan. (71) (See Map D)

(68) (89) A-2, p. 34; (70) A-2, p. 136; (71) A-2, p. 35.
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As the 19%h Infantry approached Davac, enemy fire was
receiyed froﬁ the foothills overlooking the entrance %o
Davao from the west. The 2d Battalion, 19th Infantry, was
committed against this resistanee, while the remainder of
the regiment continued the movement on Davao. Crésaing the
Davao River wag expeoted to constitute a major obataecle to
the advance. However,,a.wooden bridge near the mouth of
the river was found intaet and provided an adequate orosa-
rling site. The 3d Battalion, 19th Infantry, entered Davso
on 3 May, retarded only by sniper fire and a sonsiderable
pusber of booby tvraps and mines. By the end of the next
day the eity had been secured, (See Map D) (72)

'As portions of the 2lst Infantry followed the 19th In-
fantry and arrived in the Talomo area, they ueie turned to
the north on the Mintal Talémo road to provide proteetion
for the flapk of the rapidly advancing 19th Infantry. {(73)

During ﬁhe period 17 April to 4 May, the 24th Infantry
Divigion had moved_approximately'140 miles. The use of the
river route had provided a majﬁr impetus to the rapidity of
the advanee. The eﬁemy had not vigoreusly resisted the
movement. The liberation of the city of Davao had slimaxed
the drive of the division and completed one of the ma fjor
taetical migsions of the campaign. However, the enemy
_ forces in the south were still intact and eapable of organ-
{zed resistance. Therefore, the remaining mission pf the
destruetion of the enemj'fcrces wag t0 prove a diffisult

task. (74)

(78) A-2, Pp. 48; {73) A-8, p. O (74) A-2, p. 49.
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ACTION IN CENTRAL AND NORTHERN MINDANAO

31st Infantry Division and 108th Infantry Regimental Combat Team

The 3lst Infantry Division {less 24 Battalion, 187th
Infantry) arrived offshore Parang on 23 April, 1945. .Lani-
ings by the division were made at Malabang, Parang and Coto-
bato. The 3d Battalion, 155th Infantry, 31lst Infantry Di-
vision, landed at Malabang to relieve the 3d Battalion, 21st
Inranfry; 24th Infantry Division, and continue the seourity
of the air field in that area.. (75) The 124th Infantry
Regiment al Combat Team landed at Cotobato while the remainder
of the division landed at Parang. The landings in the Pa-
rang and Cotobatoc areas faellitated the movement of the di-
vision inland since both the river and the highway routes
were used, (See Maﬁ E)

The 31st Infantry Division moved to the vieinity of
Kabakan and relieved the eléments of the 24th Infantry Di-
vision still being employed on seeurity missions along the
routes of advance from Tarang v o Kabakan., (76) (See Map
E) The movement to Kabakan was completed on &7 April as
the 124th Regimental Combat Team used the river route while
the 155th Regimental Combat Team, plus other elementa of
the Slat Infantry Division, used the highway route. ‘The
167th Infantry (lese 2d Battalion) remained in Parang &o
provide seourity for the supply rcutes and base installa-
tions, ‘(77) (See ap E)

As‘stated e#rlier, the isolation of the enemy foroes

in the south (Davaoc area) was a part of the over-all plan
(75) A-4, p. 69; (76) A-2, p. 38; (77) A-4, p. 103.
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at this vime. {(78) Te aocsomplish this, it was believed
necesgary to eontrol the Kibawe - Talomo I[rail &0 miles
north of Eabakan. (See Map E) This trall was considered
to be the most important 11ﬁk between the forees in the
Davao area and those loecated in the central area of Min-
danao. (79) |

The 31lst Infantry Divieion began its move te Ghe north
to secure this trail on 87 April. Ieading the division wasg
the 124th InfentTy, o be followed by the 155th Infantry.

The 124th Infantry commenced the movement at 1800 hours
with the 24 Battalion leading. frnielling%during the hours
of darknesg, the leading elements of the regiment made eon-
tact with a Japanese force} Resistance by the enemy ﬁas
heavy, and the advance Was halted for the remaindér of the
night, T[he Japanese foreces continued to attack the column
with 1little success., (80)

The next morning the 34 Battalion, 124th Infantry,
passed through the 24 Battalioﬁ and contiﬁued bhe_attaek.

: Rgsistanee'was continual, consisting mostly of delaying
actions and read blocks. (81)

On 30 April, the leading elements- of the division
erossed the ﬂuiita River under the cover of strong air sup-
port. (See Wap E)

The movement of the metorized elements of the 31st In-
fentry Division was slowly grinding tc a halt because of
the condition of the road and the numerous destroyed bridges
on the highway. Engineer effort was unable to perform the

(78) A-2, p. 39; (79) A-3, P. 66; (80) A-2, p. 38; (81) A~4,
P. S4. : | .

- 24 -



additional work load necessary %o sustain the forward move-
ments of mot or elements of the division. With this éitua-
tion existing, the infantry units ﬂefe.soon beyond the range
of the supperting arms of the division. {82)

On 1 May, fhe 1st Battalion, 124th Infantry, toek the
lead ip the adveance toward the jﬁnation of Route 3 and Ki-
bawe ~ Talomo Trail ang secured it late in the evening of
that dﬁy. _

With the trail junction seeured by the 3lst Infantry
Division, the two iargest forces of the enemy were sepa-
rated and igolated from one another. This faeilitated their
defeat in detail. Also the movement of the 3lat Infantry
Division to0 the south along the Kibawe - Talomo Trail eculd
be laimohed.

However, after the 3lst Infantry Division had secured
the junetion of the trail and Route 3, a revised plen was
initiated. (B83) The new plan outlined the primary mission
of the 31st Infantry Division as & movement nprth to clear
Route 3 together with complete destruction of the enemy in
its zone. |

The tentative plan was not employed because aerial
reconnaissance, ground patrols and guerrilla reports at thia
time began to substantiate the fact that the trail was im-
pagsgable é short distance south of the Pulangi River. The
Kibawe =~ Talpmo Trail wes not disregarded completely. It
was decided that constant pressure on the enemy forces 10~

cated on the trail would be maintained., {84)

(82) A-4, p. 54; (83) (B4) A-2, p. 66,
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Ag the 167th Infantry wae relieved of its mission of
gecurity of the supply routes from Parang Lo Kabskan by the
1624 Infantry (less 3d Battalion), 41st Infantry Divieion,
it moved to the Kibawe area. Upon arrival cn 10 May, the
167th Infantry relieved the i55th Infantry and began its
operation on the trail.

To aocomplish the mission of destructiom of the enemy
to the north, the 31st Infantry Division (less 167th Infan-
try) began to move north from Kibawe on 5 May with the 124th
Infantry leading. The first objective of the division was
.to seize the air strips in the vieinity.of Mﬁramag. (See
Map E) Advance was rapid until the leading glement s ap-
proached Lake Pinalay where_strong,'well-prepared enemy po-
sitions astride the highway were encountered. (85)

| .Again, bad road conditions and destroyed bridges caused
delay of the division artillery and other motorized elements
of the 3lst Infantry Division.

_The largest ground support weapon available to the lead-
ing elements was the 4.2 Chemieal Mortar. {lose support by
air oraft was ealled for and assisted materially in gsoftening
up the defensive positions dﬁring the peried 7 to 10 May.

The 1st and 2d Battalions launched an attack on 10 May utile
izing the 4.2 mortars and close support by air oraft. This
attack was unsuccessful.

As the 1st and 2d Battalions, 124th Infantry, were main-
taining contaot and pregsure on this defensive line, the 3d
Battalion, 124th Infantry was sent to the'nest, by~-passing

the ehemw'positiona and was suceessful in selzing the air

(85) A-4, p. 55.
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gtrip #1 in the vieinity of Maramag on 10 May. (See Map E)
Artillery units of the 3lst Infantry Divigion begen t¢ ar-
rive within supporting range on 10 May, and with their sup-
port plus additional air support, the enemy poesitions con-
fronting the 1lst and 24 Battalions were overrun oRm 12 May.
(86) |

During this period, the 155th Infaniry was patrolling
in the Kibawe area pending the arrival of the 167th Infan-
try from Kebakan., Relief of the 155th Infantry by the 34
Battalion, 187th Infantry, was completed on 10 May, and the
155tk InfentrTy moved north passing through the 124%h Infan-
try on 13 May. (87)

At this time the landing of the 108th Infantry Regi-
mentel Combat Team in the vieinity of Bugo on 10 May provided
an sdded impetus to the drive to clear the highway. Centin-
ustion of the march north was made on 14 May as the 155th
Infantry moved rapidly t¢ Maramag Alr Strip #2 an& Valencia.
It was surprising that no opposition was encountered during
this advanee sinee previous G-2 estimates had stated that
Japanese activities in the area indioated thelir preparafion
of positions for a final defensive stand in the Valencia,
Malaybalay and Impalutao area. (88) Movement by the 153%h
| Infantry continued and on B3 May econtact was made with the
108th Infantry Combat Team in the Impalutaoc ares. (See
Map B) (89) After contact was established the 108%th In-
fantry Combat Team was attached to the 31st Infantry Divis-

ien.,

(86) A-2, p. 39; (87) A-2, p. 40; (68) A-2, p. 41; (89) A~4, D.
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The 108th Infaniry Combat Team landing at Bugo had been
unopposed and with the exception of minor aetions, their
movement to the south was rapid, The enemy retreated be-
fore their advance, moving toward the mount aine east of Ma-
laybalay. (90)

| Meanwhile, farther to the south, the 167th Infaniry em-
ployed on the Kibawe - Talomo Trail wag encountering sﬁiff
resistance and the daily advances were measured in yards.

As in the Davao area, the tactical mission of the 3186
‘Inrantry Divigion and the 108th Infantry Regimenﬁal‘Cambnt
Team was completed. Highway #3 was clear of the enemy; many
eities and towns had been liberated; znd the air Tields aleng
the route were under American eontrol, The ecomplete annihi-
lation of the enemy remained to be accomplished.

The Japenese forces in Central Mindanao lacked unity of
command and a singleness of effort; hence their defeat in
detail by Ameriean forces was ocompleted in rather rapid fash-
ien. _

Po complete the destruetion of the enemy, the 31st In=
fantry Division with 108th Infantry Combat Ieam attached, |
turned its effort to vhe east. With units in place along
Highway #2 as shown on Map E, five columns were directed to
the esst. (81)

The operations in Silea and Cabanglasan and octher areas
in the.vicinity were characterized by leeal actions normally
~on & battalion soalﬁ.

On the Kibawe -~ Talomo Trail the 167th Infantry eontinued

its mission of destroying the enemy. The patiern followed
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that of many other campaigns in the Pacifie where the Jap-
anege were hunted down like eanimals and completely exter-

minated.

ACTION IN [HE DAVAO AREA

24th Infantry Divieion 4 May to 26 June

With the eapture of Davao and the clearing of the enenmy
from the Digos and Taleme areas, the 24fh Infantry Division .
began its difficult task of total destruetion of the enemy.

The clearanee of the coast line in the vielnity of Ta~
lomo pernittéd the establishment of suﬁply installations to
guppert the finel phase of the operation. The movement of
gupplies from Parsng via the overland route had been ex-
tremely difficult during the advance inland, The continual
use of combat elements to provide security had constltuted
a serious draim on the efficiency of the attacking foree.

To oounteract this undersirable situation the trans-ship-
ment of supplies from the Parang aresa to0 the Talomo beaches
by eea route was begun immediétely. (92)

Although the 24th Infantry Division controlled the
cogst line from Digos to Davao, the terrainm 310 the north-
west of Davao provided exeellent defensive positione and |
obgervation for the enemy. The enemy had prepared the de-
fengive.works in an extepsive fasghion, and the observation
afforded by the terrain would have made assurate riring in-

to the 24th Infentry Division ares an easy matter. (93)

However, the enemy did not choose to disrupt the astivities
(92) 4-2, D. 137; (93) A-9, p. 13.
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to any great extent.

During the pericd 4 May te 15 May, the dambat element s
of the 24th Infentry Division were disposed with the 3d Bat-
talion, 34th Infantry, in the Guma aréa; the 21st Infantry
on ﬁhe Talomo - Mintal road and west of the Talome River.
The 34th Infantry (less 3d Battalioﬁ) wag on. the right of
the 21st Infentry between the Talomo and Davao Rivers,  The
24 Battalion, 10th Infamery, was in the vieinity of Bill
950, with the 19th Infamtry (less 2d Battalion) im the Da4-
- wao area, (See Map F) The astion during this period wae
g prelude to the diffisult task which faced the 24th Infan-
try Division.

In the 34 Battalior, 34th Infantry, area at Guma, re-
gistance by the enemy was stiff and determined. The exeell-'
ent coordination and full use of air support, coupled with
intense artillery fire mateiially assisted in subduing the
enemf. By 12 May the enemy had been cleared from the area
and the 33 Battalion, 34th Infantry, moved east o join the
remainder of the 34th Infantry in the Talomo area. (See
Map F) (94) |

The £let Infantry in the Ialomo area moved toward the
town of Mintal. Immediate and stubborn resistancy DY the
enemy was encountered, On 8 May as the 24 and 34 Battalloneg,
91st Infantry, attacked along the road in an effort to /move
on Mintal, the lst Battalion swung to the left and forced
a crogsing of the Talomeo River north of Mintal. The ¢nimy
reacted o this maneuver vigorously making:fepeated soung er-

attacks against the lst Battalion poeition, Many easualties

{94) A-a’ p‘ 50.
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were inflicted on both_sidea and on 10 May the American
Force was required to withdraw. {95)

Farther 50 the west, the 34th Infantry attempted to
drive on Mintal and establish contact With the 218% infantry.
Advances were élow and ecostly. The terrain egain provided
the defender with a tremendous advantage. Swamps, coeonut
groves, abaca groves and many gullies and ravines made the
ground ideal for defense, (96) The abaca plant is used to
make the famous Manila Henm; These plants ncrmally grow .
about 12 feet high. There were many grovesg of abaca in
the Davao sector which had grown to 20 feet and Wwere very
deﬁée besause the War had not permitted their harvest. These
groves were one of the most difficult areas to navigate and
were ideal for the Japanese type of defense. (87)

In the Hill 550 area, the 24 Battalion, 19th Infantry,
began their atvack on 10 May to seize this criticﬁl terrain
feature ovérlooking Daveo. For five days, fepeated attenpts
were'made to sssault the hill with little suescess. 0n 15
May, the 24 Battalion, 34th Infantry, relieved the 24 Bat-
talion, 19th Infantry. The relieved battalion moved to Davao
ﬁo join the remainder of the 19th Infantry. (See Map )

The 19th Infantry (less 2d Battalion), after entering
the c¢ity of Davao, made & 1imited advance as far as Cabaguie
to the north of the city. (98) A few days after Davao was
,éecured, K Cempeny, 19th Infantry, wase locded in assauls
eraft st Davao Harbor and dispatched to Samal Island to Te-

duce the naval artillery peositions enxplaced there, {See Map F)

(95) A-2, p. 53; (96) A-2, p. 59; (97) A-9, p. 53 (98) A-2, p. 52.
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These ar;illery positions had continually harassed the 19th '
Infantry affer their arrival in Davao and one salvo had hit
the 62d Portable Surgieal Hqspital causing‘some casualtiles.
The rifle company did not accomplish the task, ana it was
necespary to commit the remainder of the‘SG Battalion, 19th
Infantry, to complete the mission. {eg)

The determined resistance and well-prepared defensive
positions of the enemy made it apparent that.addiﬁional
troops were necessary and on 8 May the ad Battalion, 1624
Infantry, 4lst'Infantry Division, arrived in the Davao area
from Parang. The battalion was assigned the misgion of se-
curify in the area between Talomo and Davao. (See Map F)
(100)

0n 11 May 3@ Battalion, 1634 Infantry, 4lst Infantry

Division, was attached to the 24th Infantry Divieion by the
X Cérps. At this time the X Corps also directed the 24th
Infantry Division 0 gecomplish the following nigsicns: -
"(1) Destroy hostile forces in the KINTAL-NORTH-
WEST DAVAO AFEA.
n(2) Destroy hostile forces in the Cabaguio-Sase
Airdrome Ares and push strong reccnnalgsance
along ﬁhe bavao Gulf coast to effect a junc-
gure with the 107th Division (PA).
"(3) Clear hostile forces and ingtallations from
Samsl Island.” {See Map F) (101)
To earry out this order it was evident that the effort

of the 24th Infaniry Division would neagsaarily be dispersed
(99) A-2, p. 54; (100) A-3, p. 53; (101) A-2, p. 5¢.
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over a very ﬁide front . (102) All three infantry regimenis
of the 24th Infantry Diviesion were used to aecomplish the as-
gigned missions,

The main elementg of the 19th Infantiry moved to the
northeasﬁ while a portion of the regiment continued the ae-
tion on Samal Island. The 21st Infantry and 34th Infantry
were committed in the Mintal area for fhe drive to the north-
west.

The enemy to the northeast of Davac was reported to be
compoged of the Jepanese Naval troops which had ﬁeen gta-
tioned in the Davaoc area. At this time it beocame apparent
that there was no unified effort by the enemy to weld the
foreces located northeast of Davac into the over-all defenge
plans. It was also believed that the enémw chain of com-
man wes not funetioning properly since there appeared to be
little effort of the Japanese Army and Navy forees to work
together. {103) |

The 19th Infansry (less the 34 Baitalion om Samal Is~
1and).mnveﬂ from Davao on 17 May to combact the guerrilla
forees in the vieinity of the Tagum RiverT. (See Map F)
Although the enemy positions on the high ground a short dis~
tance from the coast would have permitted seriouardisrup-
tion of the advance, their tactics dild nob change, and the
advanece to the noftheaat wag resisted only by delaying ao-
tions. (104) On 2¢ May, the 19th Infantry made contast
with the guerrills forces in the vieinity of the Tagum River.

(1085) (See Map TF)

- {108) A-9, p. 5; (103) A-9, Dp. 133 {(104) A-9, D. 13;
(105) A-2, p. 56
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The Japanese defensive pogitions northeast of Davao
were located in the vieinity of Maﬁdog and it was reported
that the hesdquarters of the ngval defending fofee was &algo
loeated there. (See Map F)

The 19th Infantry plan for the reduetion of thias defen-
gsive area involved a three-prénggd pineer movement bylthe
three battﬁlions of the regiment. The 34 Battalion began
its attack on the defengive positipna from Budbud on 29 May,
while the 24 Battalion lesunched its attack from Panacan to-
ward the same objective, The two battalion eolumns_joingd
forces on 3 June about 2000 yards easti of the t oun of Man—
'dog. Meanwhile, the 1lst Battalion, 19th Infantry, attacked
to the.northuest fron-the.vioinity of the Saga Alirdrome,
(See Map F)

By 9 June the attacking forces were in position to meke
the final assault on the enemy defensive positions. The let
Battalion drove to the north while the 2d Battalion attacked
%o the ﬁest and the %4 Battalion pushed from the ecenier po-
gition northwest. Again the enemy resistance was severe.
A11 ‘aveilable supporting weapons were employed to blast the
defensive positions, After six days of eont inual athagks
through heavy rains, the remaining enemy posit ions were over-
run and organized defense in the area ended. The attacking

forces were relieved.by guerrilla forces on 18 June, On
20 June the 19th Infantry began its movement to the north-
west cseetor to assist the remaiﬁder of the 24th Infantry Di~

vision in its final assault to destroy the enemy. (See Map F)
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While the 19th Infaniry was 6perating in the nertheast
seotor, the 21st Infantry and 34kh Infantry attacked to des-
trey the enemy in the northwest seotor. The Talomo River
divided the zones of the two attacking Tegiments with the
34th infantry attacking from the northeast while the 2lst
Infantry moved from the southwest to envelop the enemy de-
fensive pogitions. |

The attaek of the 2lst Infantry frdm the southweat was
gtubbornly resgisted by the enemy. On 1] May 2 determined
sount erattaek by enemy forces from Mintal was repulaeﬁ af-
ter heavy fighting. Beginning with two days of very short
advansés, the 21gt Infantry launehed & coordinated agsault
on the town of Mintal and entered it on 13 May, 1945. (See
Map F) To exploit the suecess, the 24 Battallon, 8lst In-
fant ry wag pushed forward toward Tugbok. The 2d Battalion
advance was held up by orgﬁnized resiatance_sherﬁ of the
town itself, However, with thé use of all supporting arms,
the toan of Tugbok was Secured on 19 May. (See Map F) A
this time the 21st Infantry halted to wais for the 34th Im-
fantry to clear its zone norsheast of the Talome River.

In the 34th Infantry seetor progress uau'very slowm.
Determined enemy resistance was encountered, and the maxi-
mum use of all organie supporting weapons -- artillery snd
gir eraft -- was required to assist the 34th Infantry in
the destruetion of The enemy 1n its zone., By 18 ¥May the
34th Infentry had advanced to a position due east of Min-
tal. (See Map F) Attempis were mede to egtablish 1atera1
eontaoct with the 2lat Infantry southwest of the river wifh
no suceess. (106) |

(1086) A-2, p. 61.
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As the 34th Infantry continued its attack to Join the
21st Infantry on its left, anocther ﬁell-prepared defensi ve
pogsition near the Talomo Eiver was uncovered. Iwo attacks
on 23 and 84 May were made, but both were repulsed quickly
by ecoordinated enemy-fire congisting of automatlie wWeapons,
anti-tank guns and mortars. Here again the preaenbe of the
overgrown anﬁ dense abada groves DIoved nearly unsurpasi-
able to the Amerioan troops. . The defenders took every ad-
vantage of the terrain, After gn intense artillery prep-
aration and a lengthy pericd of bembing, the attackref.the
let and 2& Battglions, sgth Infantry, was_suneessful to the
east of Tughek on 35 May. (See Map F) (107)

In ecmpleting the attack, every‘a#ailable suppbrting
wespen of the regiment had been employed, augmenmted by air
eraft using high explosive and napalm bombs, and all ar-
tillery in the Davac area which was within supporting range.
In dddition, the maximum aggressiveness on the part of the
individual infantryman to reduce each enemy positiom be~
oame of the utmost importance, (108)

With the 21gt and 34th Infantry joining forees in the
Mintal - Tugbok area, continual pressure Wwas exerted on the
enemy forces, <The 34th Infantry pushed the aktaek to the
north as the 2d Battalibn eaptured Ula on 3 June supported
by the 3d Battalion on its left flank. (See Map F) COon-
currently, the 218t Infantry mopped up the aree southwest
of Mingel, capturing the town of Mulig, then Alambre and

Tenkulan in rapld suceessiom. (See Map F} (109)

(107)A-8, p. 61; (108) 4-9, p. 8; (109) A~2, P. 63.

- 38 -



As the 34th Infantry strengthened its hélﬁ on the Ula
area, the let Battalion fanned out to the northeaat oecupy-
ing Biao and the 34 Battalion, 163d Infsntry, atﬁnched, drove
northwest eapturing Riveraside on 10 June. Meanwhile, the
21st Infantry shifted the impetus of its effort to the north
and seized Wangan on 9 June, (See Map F) (110)

To relieve the fatigued troeps of the 24th Infantry Di-
vigion, X Corps on 6 June ordered the 1624 Infantry to move
f:om the Kahakan area to the Davao area using Route 1. The
1624 Infantry (less 3d Battalion) arrived in the vieinity
‘of Bago on 9@ June and relieved the 34th Infantry on 13 June.
(See Map F) (111) The 3a Battalion, 163d InfantTy, wes
attached to the 162d Infantry at this time, The 34th In-
fantry returned to the rear for a weil-earned rest.

Cont inuing the attack on 14 June the 162& Infantry and
attached 3d Battalion, 163é Infantry, moved from Riverside,
and the 21st Infantry moved from Wangan northwest to eap-
ture Calinan on 18 June. (112)

After having rested for six days, the 34th Infantry
relieved the 21st Infantry in the Calipar area om 19 June.
(See Map F) Resistance was glackening in all areas and the
34th Infantry swung to the west to ocoupy ¥alagos. |

Also at this time the 19th Infantry moved into the Cal-
inan area from the Mandog area after having been relieved by
guerrilla units. The 19th Infantry and 34th Infantry then

made a joint agsault on to the northwest and on 26 June reached

(110) A-2, p. 63; (111) A-6, p. 1633 (112) A-2, p. 63.
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Tamogan. Enemy resistanece had been shattered, Mopping up
in the Tamogan area continued until 30 June when the cam-
paign was officially elosed.

Even thcugh the campalsn wags officlally elosed on 30
June, one final task force was organized by the 24th Infan-
try Divislon to search out and destroy the enemy ieported
to be in the Sarangani Bay area. (See “ap B for loeation)
(113)

The tagk force consisted of lst Battalion, 21st Infan-
try, reinforced by a provigional anti-aireraft group acting
ag infantry; one field artillery battalion; and Philippine
Army troops. {114)

Thig task foree operated in the Sarangani Bay aTrea un-
til 11 August 19453, eneouhtering roving Japanese forees whioh
were easily wiped out. This action eompleted the difficul®

task of the destruction of enemy in the Mindanao Campaign.

ANATYSIS AND CRIIICISM

In analyzing the two operations the gcope ranges from
the employment of a single infantry division during a rapid
advance to a subsequent slugging battle with a determined
enemy. Further, one mﬁst gonsider the unugual, but suecess-
ful, use of infantiry as 2 part'of the river fo:ee.

The guerrilla aetivity on Mindanao must be cdnsidered
ag of tremendous value G0 the plénners of these two opera-

tions., Although much of the information obtained from this

(113} (114) a-2, p. 75.

- 28 -



gsource was not completely acourate, it did serve to acegist
the stgff in formulating their eatimates_prior t0o the oper=-
ations. Guerrilla reports shoh;d be sarefully studied by
personnel having aecess_to them, _This is eapecially_true

of intelligenece reports, sinece the guerrilla units are preone
to over egtimste the size of enemy units. Also due to their
lack of militery training, certain setions by the enemy
whieh were of importance, were not always reported. 1In the
VICTOR IV Operation the inteiligence egtimate stated that
54th and 55th Independent Mixed Brigades were in Zamboanga,.
while the aotion revealed thet the two units were located
differently. Although this did not affect the outcome of
the operaﬁion, proper gorrelation and eomparison of guch re-
ports with other order of 5att1e prooedures might well have
eliminated this discrepancy. Also the report of the'aoo
enemy in the vieinity of Fort Pikit ués indicative of the
over esfimation of the strength of the enemy by the guerrilla.,
Further, the lack of information on the ccndition of the
Kibawe - Talom¢ Trail was undoubtedly partially due to the
failure of the guerrilla units to evaluate and understand
the 1mp§rtanee of thig trail.

The decision to base the one sqﬁadron of fighter air
eraft at Dipolog in the early stages of the VICIrOR IV Op-
erat ion wag completely sound and reflected proper initla-
tive on the part of the commanders concerned.

The air bombardment of the beaches during the initvial
landings on Zamboanga Peninsula lacked the high deg:ee of

coordination betmween air and ground elements whioh wag &R

-39 -



absolute neoesszity.

The use of tanks in terrain where the road net is lim-
ited and other traffieability features are lacking was brought
out during the VICTOR IV Operstion. The tank must have ter-
rain over which it scan maneuver and canalization of armor in-
vites it@ loss, Also in sueh celose terrain, tanke must have
the maximum close support by accomparyling infantry.

In terrain such as was encountered on fhé Zamboanga
Peninsula, the necessity for flank security beoaﬁe inereas-
ingly important. The two regimental columns moving on widely
aeparatei axes of advance required the aﬂ@itianal attention
to both flanks.

The -air gtrikes on ﬁount Daho during the Jole operationm,
the air bombing of the enemy defenses in the Davao seotor and
the air support provided the 31st Infantry Division in the
vieinity of Lake Pinalay showed excellent use of supperting
armg by the eemmanders concerned.

The flexibility of planning both tactieally and 10g1¢-
tieally was brought out in the VICTOR ¥V Operation when the
landing site wag shifted from Malabang to Parang. Preber
staff and eommand planning on all levels was evident during
this phase. The ability of the assault foroes to agaept the
decided change with the minimum of ecnfusion required a high
state of training.

The use of the river route in the VICIOR V Operation and
the rether upnorthodox employment of the infantTy elements
ghowed fore-thought and effective coordination of the highest

degree,
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‘The eggressive aetion of the 24tﬁ Infantry Division &ur-
ing the movement over land to Davao.adhereé t0o the principle
of movement in every respeest. Also the applisatiom of the
gurprise element was employed effeciively. |

It iz believed that the failure of adequate engineer sup-
port, especially during the advanee L0 tﬁe.noith by the 3lst
| Infantry Division, might have been partially eliminated by
the assignment of mo re engineer troops (o the operation.

With the prolifie source of information available through the
guerrilla units, a better estimate of the engineer require-
ments and econsequent inerease in engineer troops ghould have
been magde.

In eonsidering the employment of the 108th Infantry
Regimental Coﬁhat Team, it is believed that thie force could
well have been employed in & more decisive manner. Its em-
ployment in support of the 24th Infaniry Division would have.
" more elearly demonstrated the prineiple of mass. It ia my
opinion that the Davao aeetbr ghould have been giéen more
weight as it wae the most deeisive secior.

The enemy strength was greater in the Davac area and
it is believed that one division was sufficient td perform
the mission of clearing Highway #3 and destroying the enemy
in the north. ) ‘

During the VICTOR V Operation, the extensive use Qf
large gize unita such as vattalions of infantry te protect
the long suﬁply lines certainly hed its effeet on the over-
all combat pow;r of the aitacking forces. |

The enemy facilitated maneuver by the Ameriean Forces

py the disposition of his troops. The great distance be~
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tween the two largest forces, together with the rugged Ger-
rain that intervened, made their mutual support difficult.
Sueh.disposition and lack of coordination permitted the Amer-
iean Forcee to isolate them end brought about their defeat

in detail.

The failure of the enemy to react vigorously to the
ﬁovement of the 24th Infantry Divisionlrevegled his inabil~
ity to institute alternate defense plans. Alse during the
movement of the 24th'1nran£ry Division from Digos to Davao
and om up the northeagtern coast, the enemy permitted con-
~ sidersble freedom of action by the American Forses. The
enemy observation from his defensive positions northwest of
Davao was ideal for conduet ing heavy fire on the attaeking
forces. It is believed that a properly ecordinat ed effort
by the enemy ﬁould have seriously affected the gituation
at this time.

Unified eommand among the enemy forces was woefully
lacking sinece the naval forces northeast of Davao and army
forces northwest of Dava6 did not appear Lo 6ondunt a co-
ordinated defense.

Phe X Corps order to the 24th Infantry Division on
11 May to conduet the two widely separated'miaﬁions at the
game time was, in my epinion, ungound. Sueh a require-
ment &t that time split the American Forces when the enemy
northwest of Daveo was still intaet and could very well |
have been eapable of concerted offensive action. The oon-
tacting of the guerrilla forces appeared to have RO par-
tieular effect on Che outcome or the sampaign. The prineiple

of mass was again violated here.
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Te sum up the two operations, it is believed that the
comment s of the Commanding General, 24th Infantry Division,
on the VICIOR V Campaign apﬁly equally well to both opera-
tions, The Commanding General, 24%th Infantry Divisibn,
gaid in part:

"It is realized that in this operat ion there is noth?.
ing new and certainly nothing Nﬁpoleonie. The Division|09mr
mander is moré than ever impressed as a fesult of this op-
erat ion by the soundness of the tactieal doctrine t aught
at the Command and General Staff Sehool. The greatest diff-
iculty eﬁcountered was eitﬁer the ignorance 6f the dostrine

or the inability of the individusl commander o make it ef-

feetive in the situation as he found 1t." {115)
LESSONS

1. Guerrilla 1ntelligence reporta must be eare-
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fully correlated and eompared with other available data.
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2. Coordination between supporting air elements
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5. In Jungle and mountain eperationn the require~
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4, The mobllity of.ﬁanks in close terrain ia
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limited and maximum protection by aecompanying infantry 19
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5, In jungle and mount sin operatione the dequate
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LESSONS (Cont jnued)

6. Aggreaﬂiveneas is a pre-requisite to all
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leaders in eon_zbat.

| ‘?.” Flexible and alternate plens must be provided
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for every operation. J T T o

g8. 1In rapld adv&n es the protection of routes of
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eommunleation by elemenhs or the comhat force 'is to be ex-’
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pected and should be consiéered in advance.
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9. Attacking 1nfantry mugt make maximum use of
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all aupporting weapona.

-------------------

10. Isolation or enemy foroes facllltatestheir
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defeat 1n detail.
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11. Dlvergenae or efrort in the face or an organ-
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1ized enemy may well 1nv1te defeat.
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invite quick aueeeas.
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13. Unity of command 1s reqpired in-any military
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operation.

14. Eaeh effort must be weighted and the prepon~-
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deranee of troops should be employed in the most decisive
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