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OPERATIONS OF COMPANY H, 3D BATTALION,
5Q4 PARACHUTE INFANTRY, (82D AIRBORNE
DIVISION) IN THE AIRBORNE INVASION OF
- HOLLAND, 17 SEPTEMBER-21 SEPTEMEER 1944
(RHINELAND CAMPAIGN)
(Personal Experience of a Company Commander)

INTRODUCT ION

This monograph covers the operations of Company H, 3d Bat-
talion, 504 Parachute Infantry, 6824 Airborne Division in the
Invasion of Hollend, 17 September - 21 September 1944,

Phe éituation in Burope at the end of August 194} was one
of great confusion and one of great opportunity. Apperently all

pech fre oo A
organized German resistance east of the Rhine had collapsed.

Five Allled Armies were racing for the west wall. Vigctory was
in sighét. In 4dmerice the rumors were being circuleted through
newspapers and radio that oﬁr victorlous troops would be home
for Christmas..

There had been revolt in the German Army High Command end
though promptly and effectively deelt with, there was every in-
dication that embers of the crushed revolt might éoon be fanned ’
into life with ever 1lncreasing nsws of Allied vigtories.

The top commanders of these vigctorious armles knew that
thelr stabbing columns must soon come to a grinding halt. Thelr
. mlghty war mechine was repidly being drained of 1ts 1life blood,
the supplies that were necessary to galvanize it 1nto action.

It was felt that the over extended supply lines, now stretching
some four hundred miles t0 the beaches and wholly dependent on
mofor tfansport, could supply one'army for an attempt to plerce
the west wall and secure a brldgehead aoross the Rhine, Two
American Armies under Genersl Omar Bredley wanted the same route,

(through Frankfurt} end the English Army Group under General
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Montgomery wanted the northern route to flank the Seigfried
Line. (l)(2)£E§E~£QH |
"The relative merits of these plans are not 1lncluded 1in

this subject.;{éﬁ?ficient to say the Northern Plen was adopted.
| THE GENERAL SITUATION

With the adoption of the Northern Plan, the fledgling First
Allied Airborne Army_was attached to the British Second Army.

The decision to ﬁse the Northern Plen amounted, in effect,
to a concentration of all available supplies to one Army Group,
1n the hope of striking omne decisive blow that would assure the
impotence of the enemy's prepared defenses and oross all bar-
riers leading to the industriael heart of Germany. With full suec-
cess, it might destroy the enemy's capaclty and will to resist.

The Northern Plen was titled "Operetion Garden - Market.,™
Garden hbeing the ground phasé eand Market the alrborne phase.
Operation Garden - Market was to estaeblish crossings over the
rivers 1in the general area of Grave, NiJmegen, and Arnhem} This
involved the additional obstacle of the Neder R;Jn, but had three
.main considerations:

1. Outflenk the Seigfried Line.s* "

2, 8trike on least likely line from the enemy view.
3. Have our alrborne operating in most favorable condltions
of range from home base.\(})
The British Second Army Plan {Map B} to accomplish their
e = :
mission was to establish crossings over the Neder RiJn at Arnhem,
the Weel Hiver at Nijmegen, the Maas River at Grave, the Wilhel-

mina Canal north of Eindhoven at don, the Zuid Willemsvaerrt Cenal

linking Hedmond and Hertogensbosch, and a third canal partially

(1) P, Chep.XVIII; (2) 4, p.149; B, p. 71; (3) 4, p.170; B, p.72.
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across the line of advance, the Meas Weal west of Nijmegen.

They infended to drop airborne troops across waterways on.
the axis of the maln road through Eindhoven, Uden, Grave, Nij-
megen, and Arnhem and bulld up a‘bridgahead force north of Arn-
hem, establish orossings of theg%ggifﬁiver between Deventer
Zurphen, with one ocolumn advancing from Apeld%SrE_to Nunspeet
on the Zulder Zee, encircling all enemy forces in eastern Holland.‘

The 30th Corps, making the main effort, wes to advance along
the airborne carpet at Arnhem. _The B8th Corps was-responsibie for
the right flank of the 30th Corps.and wldenling to the east. The
12th Corps was responsible for the left flank of the 30th Corps
and widening to the west. (4)(Map B)

The Guards Armored Division was to spearhead the advance of
the 30th Corps, rolloﬁed by the 434 and 50th Divisions.

The success of Garden-Market was dependent upon the ailrborne
phase, and 1t 1s a portibn of that phase fhat 1s the subjeet of
this monograph.

In an airborne assaﬁlt, a8 1n an emphiblous assault, the
highest headquarters concerned must make all detaliled plans and
coofdinate them with the heads of. the cooperating agencles. This
operation, originating in Englend, with a fiight over the English
Channél, culminating in an assault inlEurope, involved the Alr
Defense of Great Britain, the Allied Navies, and the 4ir end
Ground Forces on the Continent. The overall plan is so complete
and thorough that the units involved lose btheir personalitles
‘and identities except &s a part of the overall plan. For this
reason it 1s 1mpossible to pleck up the thread of actlion with
Company; Battallon, or Regiment. It is sufficlent to say that
the operation falls into four phases: A Planning Phase, Prepar-
ation Phase, Airborne Phase, and Ground Phase.

(4) 4, p. 172; C, p. 10.



PLANNING PHASE

In the accomplishment . of all phases a great stride forward
had been made on August 8, 1944 in the organization of the First
Allied Alrborne Army, where all components necesgary to plan,
atage, and deliver alrborne troops hed been welded 1nto & unified
commend. (5) Never, for instanoe, in combat zones of the ETO,
had éirborne troops been dropped in a compact mess upon the
proper dfop zones. Yet, despite.this iﬁitial.difficulty,'all
missions had been acoomplished. There were many reasons for
this feilure, but many alrbo}ﬁéhﬁéziéﬁea the integration of -
troop carrier and eilrborne personnel under a single command would
do much to correct this. {6)

The Flrst Allled Alrborne Army had recently been activated
under the commend of Lt General Lewis H., Brereton, former oom-
maender of the Ninth Air Force. It was composed of the U.S5, IX
Troop Carrier Command, 38th Group RAF, #6th Group RAF, one Brit-
ish Corps of Airborne Troops, one Pollsh Brigade, and one Ameri-
can Alrvorne Corps. (7}

The mission of the Army was t0 capture and hold crossings
over the canaels and rivers on.Second Army's main axis of advance,
Eindhoven, Grave, Nl jmegen, end Arnhem, from ebout Eindhoven to
include Arnhem. {8) To accompiish this mission there wae ready
for commlitment, one Polish Parachute Brigade, one Airborne Di-
vislon, and one Air Portable Division in the British Corps and |
two Alrborne Divisions in the American Corps. (9) To transport
these troops, the combined troop carrier foroes had 1250 C=47

type aircraft and 35% British Bombers equipped to tow gliders.(10)

5) G, p.5; (6) Personal knowledge; (7) C, p.3; (8} D, p.9;
9) D _

(
( .1; (10) B, p.73.



These airceraft were able to lift all the parachute troops and
approximately fifty glider loads for each U.S, Division, one
Parachute.Brigade and half the glider troops of the British
'Airborne Division. The alrcraft limitations thus made & shuttle
movement necessary. {(11)

The U.S. 10lst Airborne Division wes assigned to capbure
bridges and defiles along the 30th Corps axis of advance between
Eindhoven snd Grave, and was allocated 493 gircraft for the D~
-Day 1ift. (Mep B) The British lst Alirborne Division was assigned
the misaion of capturing the bridgé at. Arnhem and assigned 503
eilrcraft for the D-Day 1ift, and“théiazd Airborne Division was
. to capture bridges at Grave and Nijmegen, and seize the high
ground between Ni jmegen and Groesbeek. They were allacated 530
aireraft. (128} | |

General Brerefon delivered the decision for a daylight mis-
sion, the first ever attempted by the Allies. The decision was
based on all out air power to léssen the advantages enemy gunners
would have in deylight. It was also felt enemy night fighters,
relatively intaot, would'bé more aof a menacse than the day fight;
ers, (13}

At a conference of all commanders concerned, staging areas,
routes, photo coverage, drop and lending zones, navigational
aids, timing, altitudes, speeds, payloads, formations and admin-
istrative deteils were decided upon. (14%)

Two routes wefe selected, a northern route and a southern
route., DBoth were to be marked with all type navigational aids,
and both were t0 be used on D-Day, weather permitting,land elther
~one from then on according to the situation, The formations for

{11} B, p.7T4; C, p.18; (12} A, p.172; B, p.75; G, p.13;
(13} ¢, p.11; (14%) B, p.86; C, p.l3.

8



parachute dropping was to be serials of forty-five airoraft, in
a niné sh;p vee of vees, spaced four minutes from head to head,
to fly at a speed of 140 miles per hour to the IP, 130 miles per
hour from the IP to the DZ, and 110 miles per hour at drop time.
Drops.were to be made from 500 feet. (15}

The glidef formations were fo fly at 120 miles per hour, at
1500 feet altitude, in a palr ofTﬁairs, echeloned to the right,
up to_48 tugs- 1n a serial, with seven minutes head to head time.
Releases were to be at 500 feet., (16)

Particuler emphasis was placed that no aircraft would take
evasive actlon. They\would fly the specifled course as indlcated
to the drop zone or go down. (17) Each pllot was to mark, immed~
lately upon return, the exact area he dropped hils troops or tow.
This ﬁas S0P, but the alrborne troops were to mark on thelr maps
where they laﬁded, with the number of the aircraft and the name
of the pllot, 1lmmediately after landing. The results were t0 be
compared. (18)

The U.3. Eighth Alr Force was to furnish fighter escort from
the IP to the DZ, resupply troops on D plus one, bomb all known
flak positions, and dive bomb flak positions that would develop
during flight.

The Air Defense of Great Britaln was to furnish the above
from landfaell to the IP.

The RAF Bomber Commend was to carry out diverslonary dummy
drops, and bomb enemy installations.

The U.3, Ninth Alr Forece and 24 Tactloal Alr Force was to
furnish air support for the alrborne troops after the drop.

(15} D, p.l3; aAnnex 2; (16) D, p.l3; (17) D, p.1l3; Personal
knowledge; (18) Personal knowledge.
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L The 2d Tectical Alr Force was responsible for photo recon-
naissance of the terget area. (19)

The mission of the 824 Airborne ﬁivision was to secure the
highway bridge across the Waal River at Nijmegen, the highway
bridge on the liees Rlver at Grave, and secure the high ground
. between Nijmegen and Groesbeek. {Mep C} ZEight enemy battalions
were believed to be in the diviéion area, The written order
wae supplemented by a verbal order not to atﬁempt the seizure of
the N1jmegen Bridge until the high ground was secured. (20)

The Divlision plan was t0 land its three Parachute Regiments,
wlth one Parachute Fleld Artlllery Battallon, one AT battery of
A7 mm. guns, and a command group, at H-Hour D-Day on drop =zones
as shown. The three remalning Artillery Battelions were to be
brought in by glider on D plus one, snd the Glider Regiment on
D plus two. (281)

N1 jmegen Bridge and the high ground between Groesbeek and
Ni jmegen was assigned to the H08& Parachufe Infantry Reglment.

Groesbeek and the ares south to the Forst Relchwald and
west to the Meas Weel Canal was assligned to the h05 Perachute
Infentry.

Bridges 7 and.B, across the Maes Waal, at el den and Heumen,
the highway hridge at Grave, eand the division aree west of the
Meas Weal Canal was assigned to the HOY Parachute Infantry. (22).

The 504 Parachube Infantry assigned Bridge T and 8 to the
1lst Battalion; Brldge 1l at Grave to the 24 Battalion. The 3d
‘Battelion was to clear all enemy.movement on the Grave-Nijmegen
highway and be prepafed to assist the lst and 24 Battalions, or
‘both. (23) |

(19) D; p.13; (20) B, p. 72; (21) E, p.2; J, p.2; (22) E, p.&;
L, p.1; (23) E, p.142; N, p. 3; Personal knowledge. _
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One enemy battelion was known to be in Grave and ome bat-
tallion was believed to be protecting the bridges across the Maas —
Waal Canal.: |

The 33 Battalion plan of attack (Map D) was to drop east of

Overasselt on Drop Zone O, and reorganize end assemble in the
nearby wooded arealin S0P perimeter assembly: DBattalion Command
Post in the center; Headquarters Company 300 yards north; G Com-
pany 300 yﬁrds south; I Company 300 yards east, and H Company 300
yards west.

G Compaﬁy was to hlock all enemy movement on the Grave~Ni j-
megen highway with road blocks at Lunen.and Alvefua.
I Company was to clear the enemy from their portiom of the

battalion sector from Fast WiJjchensche Ven, establish road blocks

p——E R

at Diervoort and contact lst Battalion in the vicinity of Diervoort,

H Company was to eliminate all enemy resiétance in the drop
zone, sereen the assembly of the battelion, establish road blocks
at Mary's Hoeve and become the battalion reserve upon movement of
G and I Companies 10 their asgigned sector. (24)

The H Compeny Commeander decided to have his unit assemble by
plane loads, eaoch plane a tactical unit, end eliminate all enemy _
|resistance in thelr area. Assembly into a company unit was to be
conducted upon meeting any organized resistance, or in the battal-~
ion asgembly area after sweeplng the assigned area. (25)

The planning phase was now complete. The blans were detailed
and thorough as they must be 1in an airborne operation. Everything
must be right the first time. As soon as the unit islcommitted
it must be able to take care of any contingency that might arise.
It is too late theh to go back for anything that might have been
overlooked., |
(84} N, p. 1; O, p. 1; (2B} 0, p.1l; Personal knowledgs.
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PREPARATION PHASE

In any airborne opseration some tacticael unity of the air-
borne troops must be sacrifliced. The Army order stated that
airborne units would be made up to conform wlith the tactlical alr
formations desired by Troop Carrier Command. {26) The efficiency
of the alrborne orgenlzation l1s in direc¢t proporticon to the tact-
ical unlty lost and how qulckly 1t ls regained. In this opera-
tion our regiment, the HOY Parachute Infantry, was to have two
departure flelds, Spanhoe and.COttesmore; to be flowa .ln three
serlals of forty-flve alreraft each, four minutes between serlals;
t0 be dropped on drop zones (Mep D) béginning at 1313 D-Day. In

~addltlion, two gliders were_allocated_for"command veh}plesJat

Baldertog”pggngure Base., The gliders (CG4A, each contalning one
truck, 4x4{ 4-ton) were to land on LZ "N" and report to the HOY
Parachute Infantry after contact had been established. (&7) |

The 3d Battelion, 504 Parachute Infantry, with other units,
was sealed 1n Spanhoe Alr Base, 8130 hours, 15 September 1944,
Canves cots and blankets were provided in the hangars by the Air
Foroe. DBattallon fleld kitchens were set up by the alrborne
aegencles.,

BEarly next morning, 16 September, unit brieflngs were con-
ducted. Each men was issued & 1:H0000 map of Groesbeek and vi~
cinity, a l:BQQDdamap of the Netherlands, a partiael pay in
Netherlands, Belgium, and German currency, and a gemmon grenads
with plestic explosives. As soon as the grenades werefggﬁpiggggf?
they were collected and kept'in platoon piles. Two K rations

end one D ration were drawn. The basic load of ammunition hed

been issued prior to arrlval at the Departure Base., The remeinder

(e6) D, p.9; (7} E, Annex 1,2; N, p.1; O, p.l.
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of the morning was free for mén to write letters, visit Red Cross
Mobile Units and check personal equipment. The afterncon was
~spent in loading and checking bundle releese mechanisms, loading
end tying of bundles. All bﬁndles hed been rolled, loaded, and
merked in accordance with Regimental SOP prior to movement to the
departure fields., Generally, individual weapons, including BAR's
and one~hglf the total number of rocket launchers, wére carrled
in the hards of the indlvidual. Crew served weapons were dropped
;1n'containers, (%Qlf\

The ggg_i;dio was to be cafried by the radlio operator 1n a
leg bag,'with one spare battery.

The H36 radios, less batteries, were jumped in the leg
pockets of the jumper. The batterises were carried 1n the same
pocket. One set of spare batteries was ocarried 1ln the fleld bag
{musette bag) of the Jumper. Extra batte:ies for all radios were
dropped 1in the communication bundle.

Sound power telephones were carried in the leg pockets, EES

telephones were ocarried on the jumper. 1’1,;b“ﬁ_1
The TO&E communication equipment of the ocompany consisted

of one 300 radio, fiye SCR-H36 radios, one EES8 telephone, and filve

sound power telephones. Previous experience had shown thls to be

-

inadequate, and the company supplemented the wire system with a

captured Germen six drop switchboerd, four additional EEB tele-

phones, and one additional 300 radioc. Each platoon carrled one-
e e+ e R e e i T ki T e

helf mile, and Company Headquarters carried cne mile, of WD 130
"-_._.________ :

assgult wire. In addition, four miles of WD 130 was carried 1in

the communication bundle. Tawisw

In the e#ent of a badly dlspersed drop, or under condltions
when the unit could not reach their bundles, they would be able
to fight as a unit on the amounts carried%gg_FQQWJﬁ@pers. (29)

{28) O, p.lHR; Personal knowledge; (29) Personal knowledge.
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Motion pictures were held ln the evening concurrently with
pilot-jumpmaster conferences, C.0. meetings, and rehashing of
eaoh plan of action., (30)

The succegsion of command withyihe Battalion and Companies
.Was published in special orders prior to departuré to the air-
flelas,

Each serial of forty-five aircraft was to carry one infantry
battalion and one-third of Regimental Headquarters Eompany. Sor
loading procedures were nine alreraft for Regimental or Battalidn
. Headquarters Company, and eleven for each rifle company. At thias
time our Bettellons were composed of a Headquarters Company and
three Rifle Companles. Each Rifle Company was composed of a
weapons section, headquarters section, three platoons of three
nine-~man rifle squads, and a platoon headquarters. Thls organl-

_ zaﬁion of the rifle company, whlle not offlcial, was very satis-
factory, preserved tactical unity in airbofne ¢operations, and was
flexible and 1deally suited for ground combat. The eleven air-
craft for each rifle company were distributed as follows: Numbers
1l and 11, commanded by the Company Commander and the Exeoutive
Officer, contalned the headquarters and weapons sections, tact-
ically loaded to haeve skeleton crews if elther were lost. Alr-
craft 2, 3, and 4 were assigned to the lst Platoon, each carry-
ing one rifle squad and a portion of Platoon Headquarters, and
commanded by ﬁhe Platoon Leader, Assistant P;atoon Leader, and
Platoon Sergeant, in that order. Aircraft 5, 6, and 7 carrled
the Second Platooﬁ,with 8, 9, and 10 carrying the Third Platoon,
all arranged as the First Platoon. This procedure varied some-

what within the Division and loading as listed above is that for

Q) 0, p.l.
(30) 0, i



Company H, the unit with which we are concerned. (31)

The Regiment at this time was probably at the psak of its
fighting efficiency. For the first time since the invasion of
Sicily it ﬁas able to haeve an extended period of time for rest
and relaxetion in congeniel surroundings, and an opportunity to
train and fit replacements into the organizetion prior to combhat.
Morale, always high, was of the best. All units were slightly
over strength. Assuming H Company to be typicel, the strength
was eight officers and one hundred twenty~four men. (TO strength:
eight officers end one hundred nineteen men) About fifteen per-
cent were original members of the company, two-time unit citation
winners, seventy-five percent were combat"experiehced, and gbout
ten percent replacements, hut with some combat experience during
the latter days of Anzio. Five of.the officers had been Company
Commanders and three had handled more than one company in heavy
action. All were ready for action and aenxious for airborne ac-
tion. Approximately four peroent had msllied decorations, ninety-
five percent had Purple Hearts, and all had Combat Infantry Badges.

Sundey morning, 17 September, rellgious services were held
for all denominations, after an exceptionally good meal. 4ll
members of the Regiment were assembled to receivera pep talk from
Colonel R. H. Tucker, Regimental Commander, ending with: "We-must
end will take the bridge." (Bridge 11 at Grave, longest spén in
Europe, which must be captured to essure the success of the 82d
Airborne and 1lst British Divisions' objectives.) All units de-
parted by truck for the aircraft at 0930, carefﬁlly made final
checks, and enplened at 1030. (32} Our preparations were now
complete. |
{31) Personal knowledge; (3%2) O, p. 2.
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THE AIRBORNE PHASE

In the airborne phase the units are grouped in aircraft,
flylng in a designheted formation, at specified speeds, altitude
and direction, yet each unit is completely isolsted from fha
remalnder. |

Take off time for Compaeny H, in seriel A-11l, was about 1040,
They maréhailed lmmediately over the field, rendevoused with the
.gigantic air column on the northern route, dropping neatly into
place and on schedule at 1132 hours., It was now possible for
them to see huge portions of the might of the Airborne Army. The
tremendous alr column was over a hundred miles long and containedl
1544 aircraft with 478% gliders. 1113 bombers were in the air,
and 1240 fighters, all in support of OUperation Market., (33} The
flight to the coast of Holland was uneventful, 4s the column
approached the coast over the inundated area, they received thelir
first flak from é position in a built up portion of the flooded
area. Hits wers scored on the column, and the Company's No. &
Plene, containing the Pletoon Leader and one-third the First
Platoon, went down. All parachutists escaped from the aircraft.

A Spitfire (British fighter gireraft) passed underneath the for-
metion, his tracers walking directly into the pit. On the tail

of the Spitfire was a P-47, and immediately following it a Typhoon
(British rocket firing fighter). All registered hits and the flak
position was destroyed.

There was occasional flak in the next ten minutes. The
Company Commander, from his vantage point in the door, began to
pick up landmarks and pass them on t¢ the crew, who were all in
good spirits, greatly cheered by the alr support end ever increas-

¥Discrepancies in the total number of gliders. This writer
accepted the report of Allied Airborne Army as official.,

(33) ¢, p.1,8; B, p.90; D, Annex 2.
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ing indications they were on course. The flak picked up in
volume but was still light. 4bout five minutes before Jjump tlme
the First Sergeant was knocked down by a plece of flak that
struck his back pack, tearing the main parachute but infliecting
‘slight damege to the Sergeant. He insisted on Jumping with the
crew. (34)

All during the time the column was passing over the built
up area, the occupants of the buildings had been waving bed
sheets, white tablecloths and the like from windows and doors in
mute.pleas'not to bomb., At about 1300 hours thé main highway,
‘with Grave 1in the dlstance, came into view, A4ll members of the
alreraft were overjJoyed, laughing and shouting.” They ﬁere on
course, and no matter what happened now the objective was in
sight. All members at or near the end of the stick were tryimg
to shout words of praise and encouragement to the pilot and coe
pllot. A4As the air column passed to the right and over the town
of Grave, E Company, of the Second Battelion, could be seen
dropping in their assigned area. The flak inereased from flak
toweras guarding the highway bridge until 1t ranged from moderate
%o heavy. (35) Desplte thig, the pilot decreased speed and
applied quarter flape, slowing the plane to jump speed. If all
members were happy berore, they were doubly so, and every member
seemed to exude confidence, the feeling that everything was
ciicking. The altitude was now between five hundred and six
hundred feet, the red light had been on several minutes. The
jumpers were standing, hooked up, end hed been since the fiak in-
creased. At 1312 hours the aireraft crossed the checkpoint in
the dike, some one thousand yards short of the drop zone, The
(34) 0; p.2; Personal knowledge; (35) E, p.l; Personal knowledge.
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Company Commander tripped the electrical bundle release mechan-
ism twice, put one hand on the Communiecation Sergeant's huge leg
bundle, containing the 300 radioc and apare Battery, and swung
out the door, the Communication Sergeant exiting almost simul-
taneously. As the Company Commander checked hls canopy, he heard
the Communication Sergeant, a few feet away, swearing. The 300
radio was plummeting to the ground. A fragment or pro jectile
had severéd the webblng attéching it to the Communication Ser-
geant's harness. All jumpmasters of Company H were watching the
No, 1 Plane intently, and the 1lnstant hils parachute blossomed,
the remalning nine planes eﬁptied almost as one, although the
green light Jjump signel had not flashed. The jump was purposely
short by about one thousand yards to ald in accompllishing the
mission. One or two planes fell burning, hut the crews had
eiited first.  The Jjump, like the flight in, was perfeot. A4ll
sticks were very compact due to the slow speed at exlt time.

The center man of aircraft No.l was within ten feet of the spot
where he had ﬁeen told he would land. There was little or no
firing on the ground. The airborne phase was over. (36}

THE GROUND PHASE

The Company Commander immediately tried to contact the pla-
toon leamders via 5%6 raedlo. They would not work, as had been ez
pected. All platoons were in sight, rapidly moving 1n their
Iassigned directions. The Company Commander, with his.plane load,
less those delegated specific dutles, made & rapid swing of the
area and moved directly to the Battalion assembly area. (Mep D}
The group was fired on several times but the enemy would immed-

istely withdraw on & run. Many empty uniforms were found at

{38} N, p.2; 0, p.2; Personal knowledge.
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poslitions, indicatiné the local defense forces were intent on
escaping by mingling with the civilian populetion. (37) At the
Compeny portion of the Battallor assembly aree, all sticks were
‘asgembled and reports being compiled. (The SOP for H Company was
thét each Jumpmaster have one copy of the plane loading manifest,
with name, rank, and serial number of each jumper. In addition,
each platoon leader carried coples of his platoon manifest, and
company copies were carried by the Company Commander, Executive
foicer, and First Sergeant. Upon assembly, the jumpmaster of
.each alrcreft forwarded ons copy, with the appropriate notations,
to Headquearters Section, These coples were the basi§ for the

¢
morning report.) There were no jump injuries and no‘casualtiaa7/

in accomplishing the first phase of the mission., The total losses
for Company H were one offigﬁr eand fourteen men, in the plane
shot down, all'lisfffiggﬁgiéf four men wounded g%ﬁ returned to
Englend in the aireraft, pyg;gg&p}ig&szﬂgg&igiihand present for
duty, and one jump refusal, (38) With this report the Company
Commander checked into the Battalion Command Post (Map D), arriv-
ing there at 1345 to find the Company Commanders and the staff
assembled. All_were unanimouslin pralse of the perfect drop.

H Company losses were the heaviest of the Battalion, in fact,
their one aircraft was the only one of the Division shot down
prior to jumping. (39) To aemonstrate the flexibility of an air-
borne operationa/when any company must be able to perform the
operation of any other, H Company was completely asgembled and o
equipped. G Company, whose mission was a road block at Alveﬁhéfﬂdtﬂr

was not completely assembled. Aocordingly, the Battalion Com-

mander directed that H and G Companies change missions. As the

{37) Personsl knowledge; (38) N, p.2; 0, p.2; {39) E, Annex 3.



Company Commanders left on the double, they found that G Company
hed completed their assembly under the Executive Gf'ficer and had
formed on the road towerd Alverna, while H Company under their
Executive Offider was formed and waiting to move in the opposite
direétion. Rether then turn the Compenles, the G Company Commander

1

pointed to Alverna, H Company pointed to Grave, and the companies

moved out on the double. The Company Commanders concerned noti-

fied the Batielion Commander they were on original missions again.
I 4.0)

H Company moved into PO?EFE?QS aﬂtridajyg? fbéd (Map D)
with the Second and Third Pletoons meross the road facing north,
and the First Platoon faeing south. Two mortars wers faced north,
one south, since the sweeping of the area indicated 1little or no
threat from Grave. Civillans reported approximately filve hundred
Germans in the town of Grave. At about this time the Battalion
received word that the Grave bridge, No. 11, was entirely 1n the
hands 6f the Second Battalion, g

At 1630 hours, the H Company Commender dispatched a patrol,
of one officer and nine men, to the Meaas River at the old ferry
slte opposite Grave. The patrol was to0 remain there and observe.
The offlcer end one man wers to returnm with a report on posslble
river crossing sites. (41)

At 1700 hours H Company moved forward to block any movement
from Bindeschstreat, and along the Grave-Nijmegen road. Thelr
previous position was rendered unnecessary by the success of the
24 Battalion. The Second Platoon was resﬁonsible for Nederasselt
and the aree to the river; the Third Platoon was responsible for

the area from Nederasselt to the Grave-Ni jmegen road, the Filrst

Platoon forming the perimeter rear. The erea was occupled with-

{40) Personal knowledge; (#1} N, p. 8; 0, p.3.
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out incident.

1730 hours on D-Day found all Reglmentel Objectives secured.
(48) Action within our Battalion area was very light. The Second
Battalion, less one platoon guarding the northern approach of
bridge No. 11, were all south of the Maas, All assigned areas

had beer cleared and patrols were probing well out of the per-
b ' -

;s imeter,

H Company remeined in their positions for the remeinder of

D~Day.
D PLUS ONE

Actlon on D plus One was very light. All units of the bat-
talion mainteined their positions end patrolled vigorously in
all directions from the bridgehead, -

H Qompany dispatched two squads of the Third Platoon to
Wijehen. One tractor trailer of about fifteen tbn capacity,
three motorcyecles, and one prisoner were captured. The enemy
deserted the town burning their vehicles. No casualties to H
company.

Beginning at sbout 1430 hours, four hundred and fifty gliders
pessed to cur right, bringing in threse battalions of artillery,
one AT battery, and the Medieal Compeny, lending on LZ "N,

Upon return to the H Company perimeter of the Third Platoon,
two squads of the Second Platoon were assigned the mission of
penetrating to the town of Hernen, capture transportetion, and
in general keep the enemy off balance. Two captured enemy motor-
cyclee were attached for tranmeportation of the machine guns,
““fé%éﬁnaissance, and communication{f The patrol encountered no

enemy and consequently no prisoners or vehicles were taken.

(42} E, p.2; O, p.3.
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/ e |

| Returned to the Perimeter at 213C.

All elements of the Second Bettaelion moved sﬁuth of the
River Mees, extending their zone to the south. I Company posted
a two~-man guard at the north end of Bridge No.ll.

Third Battelion S-2 Section petrolled 1o Niftrik and return-
ed encountering no enemy. {(43) |

B-2% Bombers brought in resupply at DZ "O" at 1620 hours.
Drops were at e very low eltitude but poérly concentrated. About
elghty percent was Trecovered, the bhest record to date..(44) In
fhis resupply it so happened that boxes of retions, detached
from parachutes, struck company end platoon CP's, burst open,
end scattered rations all through the company area 1n true fox-

hole'delivery. However, as movement was unrestricted, a more

concentrated dellvery was desirable.

All available men of Compeny H, less patrols and skeleton
defense crews, were immedlately put to work stoek piling ammuni-.
tion first, then retions, in convenlent piles throughout the area.

The Battaelion S-4, wlth assistance of Dutch civiiians,.farm-
wagons, and those animals the Germans had left to the Dutch, im-
mediately bégan.concentrating these small piles to larger ones.
This was soon taken over by the Division G-4.

Jeeps &and tf&ilers began t0 appear on the roads from the
glider lift. One section of H57's wes attached to the HO4 Para-
chute Infantry. The.376 Parachute FA Battellon, in general sup-
port of the Division, reverted to direct support of the POk
Parachute Infantry.

' The situation eppeered to be well 1n hand as of midnight, 18

September 1944, ending D plue One.

(43) P, p.2. (44) E, p.3; pergonal knowledge.,
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- D PLUS 2
Ground contect with the Guards Armored Division was mesde
south of Grave at 0820. {45} Columns of tenks end trucks,

closely packed together, passed through the area. One column

- of light ermor moved toward Nijmegen by way of Alverna and

Honinghutle, and one column, with heavy tanks, by way of Heumen.
With the exception of one patrol in the morning, Gt:;rn_’ptatngffl-6J
H hed only to watch the emmor going through the area. One man
waa wounded on the patrol.
Company H received a warning order to move north later in

the day.

In the overell plan of the Army the 1l0lst Airborne Divislon

‘had accompllished their mission es evidenced by the arrivel of

the Guardé Armored Dlvision, All missions of the 824 Airborne
Division had been accompllished with the exceptlon of the seizure
of the highway bridge at Ni jmegen. The Division Commander was
now free to concentrate his available forces to secure this ob~
jeotive,

The 504 Parachute Infantry, less one company of each bat-
telion, moved to Jonkers Boach. The Second Battvallon left one
company to ggard the bridge at Grave. Flrst Battelion left one

company to guerd the bridges at Honinghutie and Heumen. G Com-

pany of the Third Battalion was aessigned to patrol from Honlng-

hutie to Grave and protect the west flenk of the Division. The
movement of the Reglment was by foot vie Alverna, Honlnghutle
to Jonkers Bosch. Third Bettallon, less G Company, closed in
their area at 1800 hours, end set up e perimster defense wlth

Heedquarters, H end I Companies on the outer perimeter and

(45) B, p.3; N, p.3; (48) 4, p.177; personal knowledge.
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Battalion Command Group in the center.

At 1830 hours the Battellon received orders to move at once
to H11ll 81 between Dekkerswald and Groesbeek as division reserve,
to bolster a threatened area. (47) G Company was to follow in
rear of the Battalion.. The order of march was: H, I Headquarters,
and G, The Battellon closed in the assigned area at 2130 hours
and received a warning order to move at 0730 the next morning back
to Jonkers Bosch. The Battaelion hastily organizedla perimeter
defense and allowed men to get all possible rest.

D_PLUS 3

Third Battelion closed from the divislion reserve area on
Hill 81 at Q730 transported by British trucks to Jonkers Bosch.
Approximately ten enemy fighter alroraft "buzzed" the trucks as
the troops hastily unloaded. For some reason they did not strafe
or return.

During the period of the movement of the Third Battalion,
the First and Second Battelions of the 504 Parachute Infantry,
with Irish Guards Tank Battalion attached, were attackling and
clearsed the area from Jonkers Bosch to the Weal Hiver in their
zone of aotion. (48)(Map D)

At 0900 hours, the Third Battelion received e werning order
that they would’make an assault crosgssing of the River Weal that
afternoon to secure the N1 jmegen Highway Bridge. The Battalion
Commander, Battelion 5-~3 and the Company Commenders immediately
went forward on reconnalssance, The c¢rossing was to be launched

between two large buildings on the south bank of the river.
Ot i P e -

REETRE R, LI L =

These buildings, the power plant of the area, were located out-

slde the western limits of the vity of Nijmeger. Reconnaissanoe

(47) E, p.4; (48) E, p.5.
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was limited somewhat as snipers still occupled the area. Ma-~

chine guns from the town and opposite banks of the river Kkept

the roof clear, Ffom-a position inside the building, one man

at a time could get a good view of the area to be attacked.(Map E);

The map study and visual feconnaissance brought out the o
flat low area. All roads énd the railroad were on top of dlkes,
These dlkes cut the area into compartments, The ground in be-
tween was flat and level. With the exception oflnarrow deep
drainage ditches, in regular straight lines, there could be no
cover, Grazing lire was limited only by the maximum of the
weapons fired,

The entire area was domlnated by anclent Fort Hof Ven lol-
land some 8Q0 yards north of the river and 800 yards west of
the railway embankment. The entire fort was suprounded by &
moat soms 75 feet wide.

Between the river and Fort lay e dike topped with e hard
surface road parallel to the stream, denying observation and
flat trajeotory fire into the aree immediately behind the dike.
Extending from the highway bridge west to the railroad bridgse,
the dike was low, rapldly increasing in helght as 1t continued
westward to the Fort. |

IExtending westward from the Fort to the river ran an irreg-
'ular line of trenches and emplacements, varylng from 600 to

1000 yards from the river over very flat ground.
The river presented a formideble obstacle some 1200 feet in
- wldth, with a strong westward current estimated at elght miles

N

an hour.

During our reconnalssance, Troop Carrier Command dellvered
supplies to foroes at Arnhem. A veritable wall of small arms
and flak greeted them from the area north of the Waal, all the

‘way to Arnhem, indicating the German forces 1in our attack area
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were present in strength.

It was possible for our troops, now moving up under battalﬂk?
ion qontrol, to move into covered positions along the rear of the
dike the buildings were on. Tanks of the 2d Irish Guards would
support the ecrossings by fire from positions on the dike. The
Second Battalion, 504 Parachute Infantry, would support the eross-
ings by fire from positions along the dike. (Map E} First Battal-
ion, 504 Parachute Infantry, would follow the Third Battalion.

The 376 Parachute Field Artillery was in direct support, to be
supplemented with all available British Artillery aerriving con-
stantly. All artillery was to fire a ten minute concentration

on the target area. Dive bombers and rocket firing typhoons were
to bomb and strafe from 1445 to 1455, The area 30 be smoked at
1455 by artillery and mortars. {75mm howitzer and 8l mm mortar,
not as satisfactory as désired.) Tanks were to fill in blanks
of the smoke to the limit of thelr capaecity. H-Hour was set at
1500 hours. {(49)

.Twenty—six collapsible boats were on the way forward from
the 434 British Division. All boats were to be used in each
wave, the first wave tb consist of H and I Compenies end the
Third Battelion Commend Group. The balance of the Third Battal-
ion in the second wave. Succeeding waves to transport the First .
Battelion.

The Battsllion plan of attack was to cerry the trenches, by-
pags the Foft on the north side, move directly to &rnhem-Nijmegen_
highway and attack south down the highway. G Company, in the
second wave, was to go into positidh_astridg the highway, block
any movement on the highway, and protect the rear of the battalion.
H and I Companies, in the first wave, were to attack south along |

the highway, I on the left (eest), H on the right (west), and

(49) E, p.5; 0, p.3.
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seize the northern end of the highway bridge.

The Forwaerd Observer from the 376 Parachute Field Artillery
Battallon wes attached to H Company with priorities of fire-to
H Company. The 81 Mortar Observer was attached to I Company with
priorities to I Company. | | |

Company C, 307 Airborne Engineers would furnish three men to
‘then each asegault bogt.

Third Battalion arrived at the dike ebout 1400 hours, was
divided into groups of thirteen men (cepaclty of boats 16 men)
and placed along the dike in order of the crossing.

The boats arrived at 1430 and were hastily assembled. They
were collapsible canvas bhoats, steered by a large wooden tiller,
wifh 8§ paddles, similar to canoe paddles, for power. They would
carry only ten men in addition to the c¢rew of three engineers,
meking necessary a quick revision in loading plans, The aerial
phase of the attack was under way by this time. Thé company
attack order had been issued and all meh were aware of their
aséignments. H Company was to clean out the trenches in thelr
area, all three platoons and Company Headéuarters ebreast, con-
tinue the advancé to the ¢over of the first dike, reorgani ze,
and attack due east north of the fort to the Arnhem-Ni jmegen
highway. Second and Third Platoons abreast, 3d platoon on the
right, first platoon following the third, the second platoon was
t0 keep visual contaet with I Company on the left. Wire communi-
cation was to be left behind the rear CP. EBach man was to carry
the basic ¢ombat load, dropping one bandoleer, immediately upon
erossing the river. The SOP was varied so that all equipment end
ammunition was to be suspended from plstol belts and suspenders
with belts left open, in order that all equipmént could be removed
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i X
swiftly. No life belts or Jae Hgats were avallable,

A rear command post was set up at the dlke under the First
cergeant, leaving a supply group, and lightly injured men whose
conditions had been aggravaeted by the marches and_countermafches
of the past twenty-four hours. Theylwere, by using carts, to
bring resupply of small arms and the wire communicetions across
the river whenever possible.

The smoke cover was laid . down at 1455 hours, but it was
readily apparent that 1t would be insufficient, as had been feared.
The first wave plcked up boats and sterted across the dike at
1457 hours, and immedletely came under smell arms fire from both
sides of the river and the railroad bridge. The wave was halted
momentarily by a high wire fence placed by the power company
parallel with the river. The H Company Commander cut oné of the
-steel posts with a gammon grenede, and pressure of the men drop-
ped two sections of the fenoe; All the boats of the first wave
funneled through the gap thus created. The orgaenization was
‘mixed up somewhat in this funneling process. The Company Com-
mander attached himself to the firest boat, but as it was placed
in the water it immediateiy sank, The current was swift enough
to knock down those men in water over their walst, and they had
t0 swim back to shore. The CompanyCommender discarded all eguip—
ment and assisted a.non—swimmer back to the southern edge. He
was so weakened by the struggle with the current that he could
not pull the scldier completely out of the water, and left him
half in and half out of the stream., {This incident is mentioned
by contrast'to 8 news dispatch that stated some men stripped to
one bandoleer and fheir rifles and sﬁam across the stream to
participate in the fight.) The Company Commander then joined the
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third boat to be launched. This boat lost two engineers prior
to launching; immedlately after launching, the thirad engineer
at the steering tiller was knocked out of the boat. His place
was lLeken immediately by the Platoon Sergeent, wh& quickly. had
the boat back on course. One by one the men wielding the pad-
dles slumped forward, until about twenty yards from the north
bank_there were only two paddles operating. ‘“he Cﬁmpany Com=-
mander leaped into the water with the bow rope and pulled the
sinking boat ashore. The boat was beached along a pile of rocks
some two hundred yards west of the intended landing area. The
three dead and five wounded were placed in what cover the rock
afforded. Surviving was the CompanyCommender, the Plstoon Ser-
geant, and the Compaeny Medic., The flat ground was being swept
by fire. The Company Commander picked up a Thompscn Subiﬁith
a bag of c¢lips and the three left on a run for the trenches, An
average of one man was killed in each boat, although boats 4
and 5 of H Company escaped with none wounded or killed.

0f the twenty-six boats thirteen were lost in delivering
the first wave. Of these, eight succeeded in returning to the
south bank, Time was lost in the delivery of the second wave
because the boats landed downstreaem and had to be manhandled to
the launching sites., These elght boats were rapldly reduced to
one, but the engineers, with complete disregard of their own
losées, continued their trips until the missicon was accomplished.

H Company continued through the trenches on the run, find-
ing them generally deserted except for a few Germans who were
kiiled, most of whom were huddled in.dugouts seekling protection
from the heavy fire from the south bank. The Company continued,

elmost without pause, to the dike, HReorganization was hasty, as
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small arms fire was coming from the south bank. Some of this
may have been from the friendly forces covering the advance,

The platoons were of ahbout egual strength, with some attachments
of about siiteen men each. The weapons section had one 60 mm.
mortar and eight rounds of ammunition. The Command Group con~
glsted of the Company Commender, Communication Sergeant, with

300 redio, three messengers, the Forward Observer, whose assis-
tant and redio were lost on the crossing, and about flve men of
the mortar section. This group picked up'several stragglers and
fought as a platoon in addltion to other duties. The Second

and Third Platoons crossed the diked road abresst in the first
wave and continued towerd the reilway embankment, through the
orchards, hnd along the ditches. They were followed closely by
the Command Group. A Germen machine gun squéd,.displaced from
the dike, opened on these platoons from the rear Jjust as the Com-
mand Group came over the dike diréctly on top of them. Six Ger-
mans were killed in stride’with no losses to the Command Group.
Machine guns were mounted by the Germans in thelprotection of the
north and south ditches, but in almost every one they neglected
to cover the east and west ditches or occupied them too far for-
ward. BAR or TSMG essaeult fire in these ditches rendered them
untenable. Advancing swiftly up these ditches the attackers
could then render flanking fire on the occupants of the north-
gouth ditches, who hastily withdrew to the next line. Some 20 to
20 remeined in position and were killed. With the Second and
Third Platoons about halfway to the railway embankment, heavy

20 mm, fire was received from Fort Hof Van Holland. The Fort

had not been damaged by the aerial bombardment and two sets of
dual 20 mm. guns at the rear of the Fort, protected from the tank

fire on the south bank, were firing into the rear of the company.
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The First Platoon could not, from their positions, bﬁing effec~
tive fire on the guns, and 1t was necessary fo GOmmit.the group
under the Company Commander. The 60 mortar ammunition was fired
here and thejgﬁgigbandoned. The crew kept the Germans from the
20 mm. guns while'one-half the force swam the moat, c¢limbed the
sldes of the Fort snd cleaned out the chambers dirsctly umer

the gun, destroying some eight to ten enenmy. They'then continued
in the rear of the Second and Third Platoons. As this group
neared the same positions where the assault eghelons had received
fire from the Fort, they tco were brought under 20 mm. fire. 4
messenger was dispatched to the Platoon Leader, First Platoon,

to clean out the Fort end.disable the guns. This was quickly acF
complished with one casualty, the Platoon Sergeant, who continued
with his unit for the remaiﬁder of the day. Twelve to fourteen
enemy were accounted for this time. The First Pletoon lost con-
tact with the Company at this point, and the Company Commander
did not regain control of this platoon until late in the evening.
Ihe Fort remained & definite problem all afternocon, as it con-
slsted of many layers, until it was completely cleared by the
First.Battalion later in the day and occupled as the Regimental
Command Post, Some thirty prisonérs were taken by the First Bat-
talion, plus inflicting numerous casualtles to the enemy, before
the Fort was @ritten off as’captured.

The 8econd and Third Platocons réached the railway embankment.
at about 1600 houfs. All efforts to croes the esmbankment were
repulsed by heavy fire. Grenades were exchanged over the dike.

- Many machline guns, including 20 mm., fired grazing fire slong the
top‘of the reailway embankment. Men were dlspatched south slong
thie embankment 1in an effort to penetrate through culverts or to

find an underpass. 4n unfortunate incident occurred because a
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group of civilians occuplied a concrete shelter under the rail-
way embankment. The attacking force, seekling an entrance through
the embankment, found the shelter, belleving it to be a passage-
way and hearing voices, tossed 1n gammon grenades and assaulted
the position, eeverely woundlng fwo young women amcng others. The '
chamber did not have an exit on the east side.

In the assault of the embaqkment, one 88 mm. antl~-tank gun
and one smaller caliber AT gun, mounted on top of ﬁhe embankment
covering the railway bridge, were neutralized. The guns, dug 1in,
were not physically in our possesslon, but could not be reached
by the Germans as long &s we remained within a few feet of them,

The Company Commander then dlrected that the attack be
shifted SOuth along the railway'embankment to selze the northern
end of ths rgilroad bridge, pass under the reilroad brildge, and
attack the highway bridge frcom the west, wlith the right flank
secured by the dlke parellel to the Wasl. This, if successful,
would glve us one bridge across the stream. The Second and Third
Platoons pressed thié attack with vigor and qulceckly overran the
exterior positions. Here the Second Platoon was joined by a
force of about ten men under the Company Commander of I Compeny.
These two fdrces imﬁediately attacked toward the highway bridge.

At about thls time the Company Commender of H Company was
joined by the Third Batiallion Commander and his 3-3. They were
alone, having lost their command group in the crossing, and with-
out communication were having a difficult time trying to regain
" gontrol. We_were the first elements they had contacted. A few
minﬁtes later this group was augmented by a force of about elght-
een from various companies, organlzed as a platoon under the
Assistant Platoon Leader, First Platoon, H Company. The entlre

force moved lmmediately to the railway bridge. A conerete and
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steel fort hed been constrﬁcted within the abutments of the
rallroad bridge. With one group of six men keeping the embra-
sures under fire, the remeinder of the Third Platoon, consist-
ing of eight men, entered the abutment, found the passageways

in the dark and emerged into the fort. The squad leadsr, lead-
ing the assadlt (only one men could go up the narrow winding

steps at a time), was severely wounded, but he Rilled and wounded-
several Germans., The remainder of twelve to fourteen surrendered.
These were the first prisoners H Company had teken all day.

The H Company Commander had been trying to contact the Regi-
mental Commander, advieing him that the railroad bridge was in
our hands and requesting tanks to cross the railway bridge. The
Battalion Commander approved these recommendations and, with the
attachment of H Company's radio and operator, attempted to get
in touch with Regiment and elements of the other companles.

H Company Commander affected a quick reorganization of the
Flrst and Third Platoons, equalized their strength and dispatched
the Third toward the highway bridge. Most of the Firast Platoon
was placed to protect the railroad bridge, with oneigrou; dig~
patched back to the crossing site 1n an attempt ta ge£w§mmunition.
The supply was now very criticel. A three man patrol was dis-
patched north along the west side of the embankment to contaect
the First Platoon Leader and his group, have them move o the
railroad bridge and contact any friendly forces in the area.

At about 1630 hours, immediately after the occupation of the
bridge, a message from the Regimental Commander, via radio,stated
that tanks would_gég_qn the reilroad bridge.

The southern edge of the bridge was not yet 1n our hands,

but increasing pressure from the units on the south bank was
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causlng many Germans to try -emd withdraw across the bridge. -
Thesge units made several counterattacks soross the bridge, whioh

were easily deglt with. One did suceeed in reaching within_gggg'

grenade distance of the fort, but wea promptly killed. Many

/Germans, now hopelessly cut off attempted to escepe by jumping

e
from the bridge. The men were shooting them in the alr until

I

stopped by the Company Commander due to the shortage of ammuni-
tion. 'Ywo German machine gunsg wers mounteg_éj‘;w;;; the long
axis of the brildge, and the German situation was now hopeless.
One of the German ﬁrisoners, who could understand English, was
ordered out om the bridge to tell the Germans to cross to the
gouth side and surrender. IHe was shot by the Germans pinned on
the bridge. They were again swept by machine gun fire, and many
leaped from the bridge even though they were not over the river.
None surrendered at this time.

The Company Commander, I Compeny, remained at the railway
bridge with the Battelion Commander until about 1830 hours, with
approximately one-fourth of his known forece, to attach to the
tanks when they crossed the railroad bridge. AtV about this time
tanks were heard on the northern side and were soon ldentified as
British. They had grossed the highway bridge and were working
over the area north of the highwey bridge. Elements of the First
Battalion, 504 Parachute Infantry, begen to gather at the rail-
road bridge. '[he defense of the bridge was turned over to them
and the remnents of Company H moved out quickly in the wake of
thé Second and Third Platoons, who had been attacking the highway
bridge. The platoons had met considerable resistence from Ger-

mans occupying houses along the roaed. The houses were set on
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fire and the enemy killed as they fled. Several&gére aeffectively
blasted with a captured derman Panzer Faust. Prégress was slow
 but very steady.' At about 1938 hours, the Second Platoon, H
Company, and the group under Company Commander of I Company
reached the highway bridge. They were jolned within a few min-
utes by the Third Platoon of H Company and the Command Group. The
Seoond Platoon Leader and the Squad Leader of 1 Company cut all
wires leading to the bridge. I Company established & Command
Post in the abutments and d;spatched their men to the eamset. The
Firgt Piatooh of H Companyipushed to the north about four hundred
yards and occupipd positions astride the road. The Third Platoon
occupied'the?ﬁgéf side of thé bridge. The Second Platoon of H
. Company oroééed the highway bridge to the south side. There were
many Germans in the girders of the bridge, firing into the.area,
and many more Germans in the immediate vicinity of the bridge, all
disorganized but quite capable of serioué trouble, if they real-~
ized.it.

The situation of the group at the highway bridge weas critiqal.
Although they were 1ln possession of the objective, many of the men
were without emmunition. Nearly all were down to the last clip,
Messengers were dispatched to the Battalion Commender informing
him the 5ridge was in our hands and requesting emmunition. The
300 radio, now with the Battalion Commander, was the only.link
with the sputh slde. The Second Platoon Leader had expected to
contact friendly troops on the south side of the bridge, but the
Infantry had not arrived as yet. The Battalion Commander and S-3
arrived at the highway bridge. They had been promised ammunition
to be delivered across the highway bridge. The mortar section of
H Cdmpany was rounding up prisoners in the vicinity of the bridges

and had about one hundred gathered underneath the railroad bridge.
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They were being collected and guarded by men whose total amount
of ammunition waes approxiﬁately twenty-five rounds.

Prior to contact being made with friendly units, the tractor
trailer captured by H Company on D plus One, driven by the Third
Battalion Supply Officer and escorted by the Regimental lMunitions
Officer, roared across the bridge, loaded ﬁitn aﬁmunition. With
all men busy and under some fire, 1t was speedlly unloaded by a
high ranking detail consisting of the above two men, the Battal-
lon Commander, Battalion S~3, and the Compeny Commanders of H and
I Companies, The truck returned to ouwr aresa safely. With the
resupply of ammunition the Second Platoon of H Company recrossed
the bridge, capturing fou:teen Ge:mans in the glirders, and kill-
ing several more. This time they contacted elements of the HQOH
Parachute Infantry. Patrols were sent out with instructioﬂs to
heve the Third Battaelion assemble on the highway bridge and re-
organize. A platoon from First Béttalion, of about twenty-five
men, reported in.to the bridge and were immediately attached to
H Company to strengthen the defense of the bridge.

With the situetion now fairly well in hand the Battalion
Commander left to repdrt personelly to the Regimental Commend
Post, now located in Fort Hof Van lollaend. The reofganization
of the Third Battelion was completed under control of the Com-
peny Commander, Company H. The Bettalion Commander returned at
about 2300 hours with orders 0 continue.the attack toward Arnhem.
All this time the highway bridge was strangely quiet. The enemy,
disorganized and in great confuslon, suffering heavy losses,
should not be allowed to rest and reorganize, Prior to the phys-
ical occupation of the northern end of the bridge, eight light
tanks had crogsed. Two of these were destroyed Just north of

the bridge. NoO others crossed on the R0th.
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Within the Third Battelion, G Company losses were light,
with approximately ninety-five officers and men present for duty.
H end I Companieé, who had borne the brunt of the losses in the
river crossing and carried the lions share of the flghting, were
about forty-five officers and men each, With H end I Companies
equal in strength, a toss of the coin decided thet G and I Com-
panies would continue the attack at 0430, with H in reserve. This
attack is not included in the subject of this ﬁonograph.

The exact extent of enemy losses will probably never be
known. Many prisoners were turned over to the first British
trdops to be contacted, in order to get rid of them. H Compeny
turned over omne group of twenty-six, and another of about ninety.
One hundred and sixty-four were passed through U.3. channels
credited to thé Third Battalion. Two hundred and sixty dead were
counted on the railroad bridge slone, elghty dead on and in the
‘vicinity of the highway bridge, (These are unofficlsl estimetes.)

As of midnight, 20 September 1944, all ob jectives of the 824
Airborne Diviéion had been accomplished. The Division, however,
remained in line, holding their gainé and increasing them until
12 November 1944,

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM

Operation Garden-Market was designed to quickly aend cheaply
gain a bridgehead over the Rhine River, with the possibilities
of extending northwarh to the Zuider Zeé,trapping-some 200,000
German troops, and preparing a springboard to launch another
metaled arm to encircle the Ruhr, the industrial heart of Germeny.

The intention of the oversll plan was good, 1nvolving sound

military doctrine end could have been acoomplished,
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The method of accomplishing the obJective was to drop air-

' borne troops shead of the advance and seize all key points with

a rapld advance by one corps in a column of divisions. Thus
creating a salient more than sixty miles long. The total force
including eirborne troops to initially nold this front was six
divisions. Far {00 small to accomplish thils mission, especially
when they must also fend off attacks from the rear. If the 8th
and l2th British Corps could have advanced in their sectors the
overall mission could have succeeded. As it was the troops in-
volved were in the unenviable position of having & lion by ths

tail.
- The greatest significance of Operation Garden-larket was

the employment of the First Allled Airborne Army. Here, for the
first time, all phases of an alrborne operation were integrated
under one commend., The acouracy and efficiency of the orgeniza-
tion could not be questioned and the pattern of future operations
was laid. Had weather permitted, the full use of this arm, it is
almost certain that the operation would have succeeded to the ex-
tent of securing & bridgehead aoross the Rhiné.

In the zone of the B2d Airborne Division the arsa assigned
was far too large for one division., The known enemy in the ares
consisted of eight battelions., 1he force to destroy them con-
sisted of nine battalions. With the advantage of surprise and
strategical placing of the attacking force, the disposal of the
origihal defending force was relatively an easy matter. lowever,
to dispose of these forces, then occupy and defend a twenty-five
mile perimeter ageinst an enemy having the initiative and forces
to concentrate, is too great a jJjob. _

That the_division did succeed in holding this perimeter is

due to the ma jor waterways that greatly facilitated the defense
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of that area and the nigh morale and fighting qualities of the
individual soldier. |

In any airborne operation especially, but in any combat
operation, speed of movement and the spirit of the offensive
_must be highly developed In all units.

AV first glance it would appear that some of the formations
used by Company H were unorthodox. That is not true. The decis-
ion to move out on the attack prior to assembly of the company
is a departure; but remember that the units were belhg plaoced by
squads in the exect lcocation they would have tc meneuver toyget
into were it a ground operation. The Company had a series of
missions thet would have required the platoons to be widely sep-
Iarated. There is 1little percentege to be gained, when speed is
of the essence, to assemble and split. The jraining and condi-
ticning of.the unit must enter into such a decision. Here each
platoon leader was combet experienced and awere of the entire
company problem. Had the formatiocn spfead, or the jump been made
at a hlgher speed, with greater diépersal, the assembly would
have come first. |

Company unity would have been gained in the first ten minutes
had there been adequeate communication between the platoons and
company., The 536 radioc was worthless in this instance. It was
carried only in the hope thet the terrain might be-favorable
enough, as 1t was in Africe, t0 get the rated capacity of the set.
It is believed the new AN-6 will solve many of the difficulties
of assembly. If it dces not, each platoon must have a 300 radia.

At the river crossging the use of three platoons and the com-
mand group ahreast in the asseult of the trenches was a logical
formation. It was the bestlthat could bs employed in this situa-

tion where speed in crossing the flat terrain was essential,
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In this same attack, the Battalion Order should have pro-
vided for the Battalion to stop and reorganize at the dlke., Here
the Battalion end Company Commenders could have regeined some
control of the units. |

2{ Qgéﬁ_attapk, e devastaeting whirlwind affeir, with each small
unit determined to close with the enemy and destroy him regard-
less of the odde, paid high tribute to the skill, determination
end the training of the small units involved., Lt General Sir
Miles Dempsey, Commending the British 24 Army, witnessed this
attaok from e ventage point within Ni jmegen and was so impressed
thet when he met the Division Commander, Brigadier Gersral James
Gavin, later, stated: "I am proud to meet the Commander of the
finest troops in any.division in the world."

Adequate ocommunicetion in this ettack would heve had abso-
lutely no bearing on the ocutcome of this action, but it would
heve definitely eased the minds of the commenders involved. It
also may have spurred efforts on the south side of the river, or
could have arranged for a concentration of troaps on the south
side ready tQ sweep across the bridge the instant both ends wers
éecured, to strike the badly beaten and disorgenized enemy. This

mshould have bé;ﬁrbreﬁéred 1nJany cés;. There can be little

doubt that a determlned, coordinated attack launched that evening
would have swept on to Arnhem where the bridge aoross the Neder
Rijn was still being held.

Coogfarvoe L f

( The greatest criticism thet can be directed egainst the
%assault crossing of the Wasl waes that 1t was mede in thet menner.

B __1‘.

- } In alrborne operatlons of the future there must be an adequate
iwf'iff reserve of troops ard aircraft ready for employment, as any oomr}i”
4\ mander keeps a reserve, with adequate communications from the : ~
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advance base to the rear. These troops if available could have
been flown across the barrier. OUne other regimentlwhioh was
available at the base, brought in on D-Day, D plus One or Two,
would have made the c¢rossing unnecessary.

| Ducks were available in the 434 Division, as these were used
to transport troops. the following day on the roads. I1f these had
been brought forward in lieu of the assault boats, asauminé this
was practical, they could have been introduced into the river
under cover 1in the afea Just to the rear of the last building;'
(Map E) The troops could have been transported soross the river
more quickly in a concentrated mass, In addition the BO ocaliber
mechine gun could have been used against some of the weapons
firing and the troops would hmve been able to return fire while
making the'crossing and point out, by tracers, to the supporting
weapons, the many positions that were reking the river,

The Division remained in aection at the airhead until 12-13
November, fighting as infantry. A situation to be avolded unless
dictgted by extreme tactioal necessity. 0One airborne division
in the line can he held in place by one enemy division. Polsed -
at an alrhead ready to teke off, or threatening to do so, it can
tie up as many as five divisions to guard the areas it can threaten.

LESSONS/ LEARNED '

l. It i1s not only possible,.but.highly desirable, fto move
armies by air. This 1s not e new concept but it is merely ob-
. ;;;;igémgﬁéhﬁ;inciples of War. These principles also cover unity
of comwend.,

2. Daylight employment of alrborne troops is highly desir-
¥ ‘able. Formations can be tightened, time length cut and drops
{MMJ;Qrﬂ.;;ae with greater acouracy. The assembly of unlts will be ex-

' pedited end enemy movements of reserves retarded by the support-
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ing ,alr arm. In any airborne movement of any size, complete
alr superiority is essential to success.
3. The closer airborne units can jump to their objective,-

the greater the speed and surprise of the ground etftack end the
TR

higher the chances of success.

prrinrmen e

4, Aerial resupply 1e hlghly unaetisfactory. In a édrop of
supplies, as on D plus One, when a portion of the drop landed in
H Company area, there 1s bound to be great dispersion and losses
of materiasl, spproximately one-third of the force supplied is

needed to assemble and separate the materials. Y A

[
5, The value of a two-way aﬁteek on bridgeeﬂwee clearly

- " !demonstrated in this operation. Conversely, in the defense of
3 !
YR 'bridges, defense must be erranged in e perimeter around the

ibridges, to include covering the waterways. R

PR

6. The value of a coordinated fire plan was olearly demon-
B u“). strated in the assault crossing of the Waal. If the Germans had
gt ' T .

doth .
y 4777 - sited their avallable weapon so as to cover one final protective

i line in the river, the assault crossing would have failed.

‘ﬁ' | 7. Defense of a built up erea, containing 1nf1emmeble or
?iﬁ“/ . partially 1nflemmable bulldlnge, ie‘;ulnereble to fire ‘when
gyafi?# heevier weapons are not.preeeﬁfe
“kﬂ;v . " 8. The gammon grenade is a very effective weapon in close-~

in flghtlng?hbut the velght, bulk end limited range are very
definlte limitations.
9. The best weepon used by Company H in house- to-house
Iﬁg#}ﬂ”? fighting during the entire Holland Campalgn was the German
g "Panzerfaust" with the "80" head. Its limited renge in this

operation was a greeter'problem than supply.
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