TEE INFARTRY SCHOCL
Fort Benning, Georgia

ADVANCED INFANTRY CFFICERS COURSE
1947 - 1948

THE OPERATIONS OF THE FIFTH ARKY IN THE ESTABLISHMENT OF
THE BEACHHEAD AT ANZIO-NETTUWA ITALY, SOUTH OF ROKE,
22 JANUARY TO 24 MAY 1944
(ANZIC CAMPAIGN)

Type of operaticn described: ALPHIBICUS LAKDING
AND ESTABLISHYENT COF A BFACH IODGERENT .

Captain Frank i/, Keating, Infantry
ADVANCED INFANTRY OFFLCERS CLASS NO, 1

11 ols



TAEL

bl
“_j‘

OF COXTESTS

Index' l:. - [ ] - L] [ 2 [ ]
Bibliography + + « o .
Introductican o o o «

The General Situation.

The Landing Situation. . .

Consolidstion of The Beachhsad

Analysis and Criticism ., . . .,

lessons . . . . . . .

¥Yap A - Landing at Anzio Itsiy,



BiIBLICGRAPHY

i1 Operations in Sicily and Italy (July 1943 to May 1945)
Department of Military Art and Engineering
US Nilitary Academy, West Point, N. Y., 1945 (TIS Library)

4-2  Report by Supreme Allied Commander, Italian Campaign
¢ January to 10 Mey 1944. (TIS Library)

4-3 Report of Army Ground Force Board, #4-148-1-N51-1481,
(D-731.1) (TS Library).

¥any cther references were read in the compilation of this monograph
but in-as-much as they all agreed with the references as listed above

they were not utilized.



TUE OFERATIGNS OF THE FIFTH ARMY IN THE ESTABLISHMERT OF
TUE BrACHHEAD AT ANZIO-NETTUNA ITALY, SCUTH CF RQUE,
22 JANUARY TO 24 MAY 1944
(ANZIO CAMPLIGK)
INTRCDUCTICN
This monograph wvers the cperations of the VI Corps, under the Fifth
Army, in the Anzio Campaign fram 22 Jaﬁuary to z May 1944, during the
Spring Line Defensive. |
In order tc orient the reader, it will be necessary to ll attention
to the Cassino Campaign and give a brief resume of the events leading up
to the beachhead operation.
By mid—Decembér it was very obvious to the Allied Commanders in Italy
' that neither phase one nor phase two of their strategic plan nad been com-
VF” pleted. ThefBritish}Eighth Armyfstiiidgeiﬂg\about 25 miles fram Pascara
AN ard the American Fifth Army some 30 miles from the line which vas con-
3 sidered essential for it tc reach prior to lauching a;:’;"éamphibious operat ion -
‘the line Cap:.st.rallo - Prlverno - Ferentino. (1)
kL ent

it was, clear that: continued) frontal attacks against the Germans in

their strongly fortified positions on the Gustave line would continue only

._m1
" n S
,,,ﬁ\“g 1o alowly win ground, and th_s, at,a great cozt. In‘\\rlewj] of thess two
\_A\,'.Li-h

consa.derat:.ons( it was clear that\a new }chm [tor an aaphibious operat 1on

A Thn

( ‘had to be) adopted and Allied strategy was rodified to accommedate it. (2)
UPeing s e Lok Rl
\iherein, the first plan| set up for an)amphibious attaciihad been: de-

" "LRm
b signed toassist the main part of the Fifth Army vhen it had reached/a
ﬂ@nﬂmnw
line north of Frosinone, the new plan provided for z much larger (camuaiznd
{which was)to be carried cut, regardless of the position of the Fifth Army. (3)
This new plan of attack tcok a period of two months to formulate
during which period the scheduled forces to be used for the Anzio
operation had jumped from a tentative figure of 24,000 to a gtrength of
over 110,000.  {4)

This new plan of operaticns was to be carried out in sumewhat the

following manner:

(132:334) A=l p. 63
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1., The Fifth Army on the sath wes to continue to make strong
thrusts towards Cassince and Fﬁosinone to insﬁxé that the Germans wouldn't
be able to divert any of its reserve troops towards the landing at
Angzio, and create a breach in his frat thr augh wiich svery effort would
be made to link up as soon as possible with the sea-borne operat ion. (5)

2. ‘lhe Eighth Ammy was to contimie holding its secter of the main
front applying sasewhat ¢f a holding attack to insure that the Germans
would not have an opportunity to transifer any of their division opposed
to it to new positions opposite the Fifth Army sector.

3. The Fifth Army wuld order certain units to crepare to make an
amphibious lancﬂ.ng on beaches mouth of Rome, This operaticon was to be
accomplished by *he VI Corps with two divisions plus certain attached
units. This attack i"\v:;w{jd} be directed on the Colli Laziali, a commanding
nill mass astride the vital caumumication routes (hich ipplied the
Germang) right wing on the front opposite t.he main part of the Fifth Army.
The datel set'for this operztion v-a'ist“ etwegen 2C and 31 January, and to be
as near the 20th as possible,

The object of this new plan of operations, as expressed by General
Alexander, wes to compel the enemy to divert troops far the protection of
his coaumunicat ion and rear, and adva_nt.age must be taken of this opportunity
to break throug: kis main defenses and to insure thad the two forees
operzting under the Commander, Fifth Army, jein flanks at the smrliest

1w iy anthiediolugd e b
possible moment. ,The amphlblous lanumg at Anzio combined with the attack
by the Fifth Army on the Southern part of the nein rrcrt would resuit in
driving the enemy nort.h’;c,o)the Lact barrier to the advance(of | Rome. (6)

The main objective was Rome, $his fact was expressed by Prine
Minister Churchill wwo szid "#ho ever Lolds HOME holds the title deeds of
Italy". F\irthezf with Reme in the hands of the allies Italy would be zble
to hold her head up once aga’n and stzart to get her country reorganized,

It would, once the allies had pessession of Rome, afford them the oppor-

tunity to seize the landing grounds to the northward. (7)

(5) &1 p. 64 (6) &1 p. 64 {7) 4~2 p.&



4  The Allied plan of operation for the mming amphibious operat ion on
Anzio was divided into four phases. The first to be a naval diwrsion
against the beaches in the vicinity of Civitavecchia. The second to be a
holding attack on the enemies extrene left by the British Eighth Army.
The third to be a landing by the VI Corps, of the Fifth Army, con the
beackes in the vicinity of Anzio, behind the German main line of defense 3
followed by an advance to try to ait his line of commurdcaticn leading
to his right wing, The fourth and attack by the remainder of the Fifth
Army units along the Liri valley linlcing up with the VI Corps at Anziol (&).

i The final date chosen for the amphibious landing at Anzio mas 2
Janwary, with H-hour at 0200. (9)

THE GENERAL SITUATICN

The Winter Line along the Cassino front had bzen held stable by the
Germans znd the American Fifth md the British Eighth Armies ha_d rot
reactied their respective chiectives by mid-December us planned., It was
obvicus te the Allies that another plan of aetion had to be extecuted imse
diztely as further frontal attacks against the Cermans' well fortified lines
would mly result in smell ground gains and et a2 grest cosb of men and
ecuizment. (30}« -

A new plan of attack was [ omulate;d‘ vwirich ws to wale amoshibious
landings 2t Anzic and Hettuno striking at the Germans rsar cutiing off his
routes of commnicaticn. (11)

It was assumed thet the assauit would be met by he:n;y ehemy resistance
on the besches and stmng countar sttacks cnece the esxtent of cur lardings vas
Foocun te the Gepmans. Thorefore arple vrovisicons for Ffallos-up treops and

Pt Dot s el
- " ] * g ".- . . ot LT
recerves weprs noade by the VI Coimms. The 1lst dymored mnd 4 5th, Divisiens( ore)

support (units tc)the assultfing) units, a portion of each divisicn cawing in
BT L. . 11 O . .
Lafter the initis) landings{were made)\' {CneYreziment of the 82nd Airborne
A

Division (504th) was to land later and be in corps reserve, the bulk of the
Eritish first Divi sion uas to:remein aboard tieir s:ins andi)be a floating
reserve,  (12)

(2) A-1 p.6h; (9) 2-1 p. 65;(10,11) A-1 p. 633 (12) p. 4-1 p. 68
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A seven-mile-deep beachhead, centering on the port of Anzio, was to be
made initially by the link up and consolidation of the assault forces. (13)

The assault force, a—weter movemert ¥ 120 miles, conslsted of almost
50,000 inen and 5,200 vehiel es, lIts streazth of 27 Infantry baf.tglions B8
comparable in size to the force that lamed at Salerno-. All" r"he;:.onnaissance
revealed thst the enemy apparently knew nothing of thé;é plans, %eather
conditicns vere excellent fo the landing. {(14)

The plan for the coming amphibious landing was' to place two divisions -
Plus certain attached units under the VI Corps, commsnded by Liajor General
John P. Iucas. The iaﬂémg wasg =£o be. méde by thr=ze coordinated assaults:
The 3rd Division, on the right, would land three of its regiments sbout four
miles east of Anzio; three Ranger battalions wuld lamd o the beach adjacent
to Anzio harbor with the mission to seize the port and clear out all coastal
defense batteries there; and, the British lst Infantry Division wuld assault
the beaches six miles northwest of Anzio with one brigade group and two com=
mande battalions. The mission of the commandos was to srike east and estab-
lish 2 road block on the main road north of Anzio:\\ (15)

Air protection was to be given by the XII Air Support Command, wadch unit

accomplished their mission in a very excellent mamer flying 841 sorties on

D-day. (16)
THE LANDING SITUATICN
/

/The landings went of f as scheduled with cmplete surprise having been
achieved; Convoys arrived at 0005 hours on 22 Jamiary under cover of darkness.,
The approaches to the beachés had been cleared by mine sweepers and the first
assault troops landed st 0200 hours. (17)

Tme British submarines, the H. 1., Ultor and Uproar, were used for the
purpo se of beach markers on either side of the port., Points of landing were
marked by Naval Scout Farties wiich had been sent ashore for this PUTPO S2e
Before moonrise, at 0255 hours, it was planned that our larding program would
be well advanced. At 0150 hours a rocket barrage vas laid dom by two LOT
(R)'s wiich lasted for five mirnutes, this barrage was directed on the two main

divisicnal beaches., (18)

(13,14) p. &1 p. 68 (15) A-1 p, 68; (16,17) A-1 p. 69; (18) A-2 p.17
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The landing craft had unloaded mo st of the assault forces by OL45 hours.
As only minor opposit:an was met good progress was made in getting tle
troops ashore. Anzio and Nettuno wmere in the hands of the assaulting troops
by early afternoon of D-day, and by derk the assault units had advan_ced
to their first intermediate objectives, four miles inland, {)By midnight
36,034 troops and 3,067 vehicles had been put ashort) (19‘)

The operation of the VI Corps I ontinuéd to pregress favorasbly through
the 23rd and 24th Jameary arld)ff.he init ial beachhead line, seven miles
inland, had been reached agéinst very moderate opoosit ion.“ The major effort
had been devoted to landing supplies and reinforcements., No advance of any
strength or speed could be effected until heavy weapons, tanks, ard
additional supplies could be landed. (20)

CORSCLISATICON OF THE BEACHHEAD

mto the (existing)situat ion on the main from, there was
immediate (pos\ggg;ﬁ%y\of quickly linking up the two forces and making a
joint attack. It wuiwe:;gllﬁely tha the Germans would be able to/ mv::'q
up reserves in an| alloutiqffort to throw the VI Corps back into the seca.

Py “c\—ubﬂ-;u-rw-a - %.

Traoko
. /The reports received from the air forces indi cating)heavy moveme ntseof

German troo‘ps)frmx north of Rome and franm the inactive Eighth Arm,y frant,
where the expected holdinz attack had failed to materialize, tended to comn-
firm this view, (21)

Due to the present limited strength of the VI Corps it could not afford

to advance toofar inland toward the Colli Laziali, as it might be so ex~

. tended as to risk being cut off by sidden German cainterthrust. General
;. Iucas aware of this situation consoliceted his posit djons and zwaited rein-
forcements, ';During the interim our troops probed along the best tw axes

" of advance, The 3rd Division on the right advanced aleng the roads leading

to Cisterna, while the 1t British Division on the left pushed up along

' the Albano 1oad on Caﬁ.oleone; (22)



“On the 25th as the VI Corps catinued to move inland to deepen its
beachhkead, enemy resistance continued to be light; ’k;ut as advanc’e units of
the 1st Divisin neared Campoleone and the 3rd Division ajyproached Cisterns,
stronger opposition dll@-mrelcnpt-:-d:l Before the two diwisions reached their two
intermediate objectives 5r,hey vere first slowed down and then on the
28th they were stopped‘ completely. (23)

It had been estimated as early as the 26th that the enemy had
moved in three full divisions with four more possibly enrcute. “Con-
stant attack by cur air forces on the enemies bridges and motor transport
on roads leading towards the Ixachhead delayed but did nct prevent

‘!‘ thesze movements.ﬁ During the next three days the defense perimetor was

. stiffened by the arrival of the advance elements of two enemy divisions,
}In the meantime the remainder of the 1st Armored and 45th Divisions had
landed on the beachhead and strengthened the VI Corps to the equivalent of
four divisions, I‘f:his included 68,886 troops, 508 guns and 237 tanks all
rashore and bac}:ed by a large reserve of snppliesl‘ (24)

“General Iucas ordered the VI Corps on 30 January, to attack and
advance in direction of Colli laziali. If the attack progressed satis-
factorily, the Corps was further crdered to be prepared to push on to
Rome. (25) '

The 3rd Division, an the right flank, was to straddle highway 7 at
Cisterna ard advance northwest to seize the high ground about Vellitre,
The British lst Division, in the middle, was to make its drive up to the
Albano road to seize the heights above the town - on the suthern slope
of Colli Iaziali. 7The lst Armored Division was to swing 1left around the
1st British Division amd seize the high sround sbove Marino. It was not
considered necessary for a preliminary artillery preparation, however, it
was planned that extensive sypporting fires and a gowd screen of smwoke was
to be laid at daylight by aircraft thus giving ample support Tire and

cover for the attack. (26)

(23) A-1 p. 69; (24) A-1 p. 70; (25,26) A=l p. 70



An @laborate air support program vas prepared by the air force which
included special air cower for our amped advanccs. If the VI Corps
could, in this attack, min the commanding heights of Colll Laziali it wauld
be in a ~osition to cut off the Germans vital coammunication routes thus
cutting of & his forces in the south. (27

The 45th Division, in corps reserve, relieved the 1s British and
3rd Divisions ﬁf their positions along the beachhead flanks, betmeen the
28th and 2%th of January, so the} vere able to anploy their full strength
in the asszult, After this change of poaiﬁ ions was canpleted the attack
commenced. The 3rd Dvision, after three days of bitter fighting, had gained
up to three miles along the roal leading to Cisterna, but was unable to
break through the enemies last mile of defenses, Casualties suffered by
the 3rd Division since 22 Jenuary were 3,131, The British lst Division
on the left hal stopped ot of Yampoleone without a breach in the enemies-
position which was necessary for én armored assault. (28)

The VI Corps nhad spent itself o the atiack oub of the beaciiiiend and
against the unexpected streng Geoman defenses. It was believed that the
defensive acéion displsyed by the Ze mans before Cisterna and Czmpoleone tas
merely delaying positions, the main line of resistance being back on the hizh
ground of Colli laziali. However; thils was not the case as the German
fommander, appreci:zting the very limited strength of the cprosing forces
and the walue of the two liey road junctimns, w=s determined to make his stand
in frent of them, (29)

The Germans, anticipating a renewal of cur drive up the two main axis
of advance, had roved in reinforcements in wiplly unexpected str'em:;*th.\k By
their determin:tion tc <efcat this res threst Lhey mmd slsc sicceesded in
neilding up & very sireng celecse o dfeon.  They utilized every villaze and
house, converting tlem into streng points, connecting them to gether with
well camouflaged mochine-zun nests apd r’ifle pits. These pos it ions were
supported by tanks and roving self-propelled zuns. /In addition sassed art-

.o o . !
illery arnd mertor fire was encourtered by our troops. Each stone house

(27,28) A-1 p. 705 (29) 4-1 p.70 9



was a separate operaticn in wich the tanks and tank destroyers had to
completely pulverize the buillding before cur infantry could move in. long
after we had seized key points, sniping and infiltratim acticn was con-
tirned by small enemy groups and the infantry vas continually moping up
by passed pockets of Germans, who fired on them from the rear. {30)

The enemy had all the advantages of the terrain. Because ¢f nabural
obstacles presented by deep streaas gull’i.les and soft ground our armbr, on
the left $lank was useless, On the rjght.i‘lank movemertt was practically
impossible due to the flat scantly covered open fields over which our
routes of advance lay. Good fields of fire were provided for cur enemy and
he Lok every advantage of it. Continued rains restricted our ground move-
ments and low clouds severely restricted cur air support during the most
crucial period of our attack. Aifter it was apparent ’that it was almost
impoessible to zuin the objective necessary to at off ths Cermans route of
communicut ion, General Alexander cwnferred with General Clark, after which
cenference VI Corps was ordered te continue to attack and make every effort
to _axbend the beachhead to th ¢ Campoleone-{isterna l1ine and then crganize
for defensive action., The beachhead was as large as cculd be attained with
the limited number of troops allcted for the inmitial landing._ But ii_: still
was so0 small th# every inch of it was vulnerable to enemy artillery fire, and
there was liitle room for defense in depth. It was a known fact that &
breakthroush ot any point would bring the Germans =lmost to the sea, Therefore
it was very essential that ithe beachhend be extended inland as fsr as
possible and anchor it c¢n the strong-points of Cisterm am Campoleone.\

As the enemy had, on 1 February, bullt up his strength to the eguivalent of
five dividions, vhich was supported by forty two battalions of artillery,
it was clear that these cbjectives could not be immediately attained. ’The
enemy had beccme so threatening that on 2 Februsary Geneml Clark orcered

General Lucas to consolidate the bridgehead and prepare for defensive action.(31)

(30) a-1 p. 71; (31) A-1 p.TA 10



The strength of our troops were exhansted by the stremuous efforts put
forth to obtzin their cbjectives and at this point the initiative in ‘the
fighﬁing passed to the enemy. (32)

It was realized by the end of January that the linkup between VI Corps
and the Fifth Army, on the main front, was not going to be realized for gulte
gometime. This was due to sit.uatiens fwﬁm exdisted on toth fronts., The
British Eighth Am:ys front hal remained statige =1l during the time of the
landings on the beé.chheac’i end the Fifth Army gpparently lacked sufficient
strength to make a breakthrough. (33)

It was very %sent.:i:al that the Fifth Army contimue its offgnsivé opar—
aticns on the main front, Qt—herwise it would afford the enemy an opportunity
to draw more divisions fram thit front and place them against the beachhead,
which woauld be calamitous o this time. (34)

In order to keep the enemy oceupied the IT Corps, on themain fromt,
was ordered to continue irts operat icns agéinst the srong enemy held sector
around Cassino. 'The 34th Division, with the help of the French Corps and
Combat Command .B (1st Armored Div) was to be prepared to axploit into the

Liri Valley when the Cassinc bastion_ fell, (35) Lo f .

The 34th Division faught despere_xtely during the attack trying to the
upmo st t o carry out its mission, and during the f irst three days in February
did advance several mil:s into the mountains north of Cassino. Atheugh
several commanding paks had been taken and the outkkirts of Cassino reached,
the attack again bogged down. (36}

Another attack was planned early in February which provided for heavy
#ir attacks on the Benedictine merastery atop Mount Cassino, this plan of
attack, on the mnasmtery, was ordered and carried oﬁt as it vas determined
thet the enemy were using its buildings as ocints of observation and forti-
fication. After moving our troops from the front line to points 1000 yards to
the rear, 5’.”6 tons of bombs were dropped on and about the monastery. It was
s0 well fortified ang zanned by such determined defenders that it withstood
every attack., (37)

(32,33,34,35,36) 4~1 p. 72; (37) A1 p. 72
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During the same period the VI Corps at Anzio was working feverishly
to establish: and maintain strong defenses against expected strong enemy
counter abtacks,"Hitler had called the beachhead below Rome an "abscezs%
and o rdered Kesselring to eliminate it." GCeneral lackensen, Command ing
General of the 14th German Army, wes ordered to carry out this mission.
His plan of attack was get up in thrce phases: First, during the period
3 to 12 February, an attack ws to be made to pinch out the British Cam-
poleone salient; Second, during the period 16 to 19 February, an all out
attempt would be mads to breékthmugh to the sea along the axis of the
Albano-Anzio road, and, Third, lduring e period 29 February to 4 March
an attack fran Cisterra with a similar objective. {38}

The first phase began as scheduled and the Germans were successful
in reducing the Dampoleone salient. Although the 45th Division made two des—
perate caunter attacks it failel to retake anyloi' the lost zrowd. The
second phace of General Nackensen's attack opened on 16 February, as sche-
duled, and it vas apparent that he fully expected thet tiis assault wouwld
elimimte the beachhead: This was not the case throush as the allies with-
stood the attack and did not allow the enemy to breakthrough its lines al-
though they were pushed back and lost ground. The third phase of the plan
was put into operation as a éecondary attack against the 3rd Division scuth
of Cisterna, which had little success, The Germans maintained their main
assault along the Campoleone-Anzio road and by the 1%th of February had
éucceeded in pushing cur line back sbout three miles, but there they were
stopped., The enemy had committed three German Infantry Divisicns assisted
by elements of twe additional divisions and =aupported by sixty tanks in this
main effort. On the fdlowing day cointer attacks were made by the gllies
during which they regained one mile of the logh zround. This allout attack
by the enemy resulted in heavy casualties and he was forced ’go regroup his

forces before amther large-scale assault could be asttempted. (39)

(38) 4-1 p. 73; (39) &-1 p. 73. 12




The superiority of our air power and artillery and the inability of the
enery to anploy his tanks against us, because of unfaverable terrain, were
the main causes of his defeat. During the min attack allied bombers
dropped sbout 1100 tong c f barbs in close support to the VI Corps. {40)

 The British 56th Division from the X Corps of the Fifth Army arrived
at the beachhead on the 18th of February. This was a great relief to
the aliied commande s as they had committed most of their reserve unius
tc ibld the defensive perimeter. (41)

The Germans realizing they had failed in their attempts to drive our
troops off the beachhead ordered its units, on 4 March, to organhize strong
defensive positions and prepare tohold their ground. This they did and
immediately started to massing their artillerg;sonething wiich they had
not been adept at before. They also became much more lavish with their
ammunition than they had been heretofore. As both sides were on Lhe defense
the beachhead st this time became an gllout artillery war. (42)

The situation of the beachhead frcm the pariod 4 Mareh to 22 May re-
ma ined virtually unchenged as tc of fensive action by either side and the
beachhead lire. On B3 May Fifth Arnmy ordered the VI Corps to maintain
contact with the enemy, These orders were carried out and contact was made
with the enemy vhick vas the ipitial action umnder vhich VI Corps and the
Fifth Army's right and left flanks zeséectively, were linked up and started
the allout abtack towards Bome.(}@)

During the owerall pericd 2 Jamary to 22 May, casualties to both
sides were very heavy. "The 3rd Division received 14,165 replacerents and
the L5th Division, 11,202, In all, 23,850 American and 9,203 British
casualt les were evacuated during the five-month period tiet the beachhead
held". (44)

During the @ ve cited period the beachhead remained stable except for
the changing of ecertain units, the Britigh Fifth Division replaced the
British #%6th Division during the secord week in March and a week later the

(40,11) A1 p. 73; (42) A-3 p.1; (L3) Personal knowledge; (L&) A-1 p. 74.
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34th kmerican Division arrived., Combat units of the VI Corps now totaled

five Infantry divisions and one arrored division {less one combat cammand).(45)

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISE

In making a study of this operation, it is my opinion that the objee-
tive of the VI Corps was tco large for the numbér of uniis assigned it,

The cperaticn was one of the cutstanding operctions of the wur and will
be discussed by military critics for years to came. There will be ideas
expressed as tc vhd action should have been undertalen, ut none will dis-
agree with the action taken by Genersl Alexander's army group in attenpting
an amphibious landing inasmuch a8 the allies controlled the sea, There ws
no other alternative whidi could have been taken except to contimue the slcw
rrocess of trying to stowm the scuntaine, on the min Fifth Aray front, from
one pesiti-n to amther, and this at a2 webly price as o ren and ecuizment.

These wio mre not amecuainted With the dreunstances which existed cn
the Ieachhead will nc cdoubt criticize the Commanding General VI Corps,
General Iucas, for not nushing histrocps on tlrough 2nd severing the enemies
cormuni ezticn routes and raving havee with his rar installiati ans. The
wninitiated, uraware thet any lsrge seale »lan of attack i1s dependent upon
the fim establishment of basis wh-refrun zrest cuantities of supplies can
be prcvided and crotected zpainst the enemy, will, in &1l prebability cantinue
to ceriticize.

Any doubt as to the ability and ecurnze of the zllies camnct be sustalned.

The rain objeective of the VI Corps vas to obbain pos*itions astride the
eneny's 1lincs of communication but this attempt failed because of the lack
of immedi e aveilsbility of great trocps and supplies. The main recscn for
the shertaze in Itely, we know now, wze in order to have the marios nustor

gveilable for the landings witeh eve to taks

(45) A&-1 v, 7 12



dnycne not fiully cognizant of the situations as described dbove would
be uncuzalified to criticize this decisbn. The only decisicn which may be
sroperly cuesticied would be whebler the advanced plannin: for this
operat jon provided ample trops initially to establish the beachhead.
Fossibly adequate troops may not have been available due tc the existing
situation on the main front which then 1z cked sufficrst forces.

LESSC:S

Some of the lessons which are emphasized by this operation arc:

1, That the element of surprife is a primary factor and through it
the begehhead objectives were. taken with 1ittle resistance.

s 2. It was faind, far the first time, that the enemy can mass his art-
illery and can lgy down extremely heavy concentrations on cur troops.
o 3. A better mdivd of contral of units at night must be worke(-i out,
in omier toz;m ;mtact betw:en them,

4. The massing of all small arms fire on targets or in the general
direction ofl the enemy has proved most effective as it tends to Keen him down
and it is much easier to close with him.

5. Thzt troops wip remain in a defensive situabion for long periods of
time terd to ]__OSe the zest for cambzt and ﬁhe aggressive spirit required
for successful operations. |

6. That the immediste availability of great troops and supplies in an

operation of this tspe 1s of paramount importance tec its success.



