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FOREWORD

In order to assiet the reader, it will be neéessary to
give him a brief history of the combat team, so that he will
better understand the unit and individuals concerned.

President Roosevelt, 4 February 1943, sent the War Depart-

ment the following messags:
"The proposal of the Wer Department to organize a combat
team consisting of loyal American Citizens of Jepanese
deacent has my full approval. ¥o loyal citizen of the
United Statee should be denied the demoeratic right to
exercipe the respansibilitiee of his citizenship regard-
lege Of his aACEBEIF.isesurese et virnsorearanens n

In accordance with this, the 442nd Combat Team was activ-
ated February 1, 1943, consisting of three infantry battalions,
the 232nd Engineer Qompeny (Combat) and the 522nd Field Artill-
ery Battalion, at Cemp Shelby, Missiseippi. (1) Acroes the
road from the newly sctivated unit wae the 100th Infantry Batt-
- alion (8eparate) which had been activated early in June, 1942,
and conesisted of volunteers from the Hawaiien Netional Guard.
Thie latter unit joined the 34th Division early in September
of 1943 and became famous as an sssault unit at the VOLTURNO
RIVER Crossing, the battle of CASSINO, the ANZIO Beachhead
and the drive on ROME. (2)

The 442nd Combat Team trained at Shelby until April of
1944, It sailed for overseas on the lst May, 1944--less one
“battalion. The 12t Battalion was redesignated the 171lst In-
fantry Battalion (Separate) and remained in the States to
provide replacements for the Combat Team.(3)

The personnel comprising both these units were Japsneee-
Americans, who had volunteered for military service eoon after
the attack on PEARL HARBOR. About seventy percent, initially
came from the Territory of Hawaii, the remainder were Nisei
(8tateside Japanesse Americans) who were alreedy eerving in the
army in non-combat units. There were a few Caucasian Officers
who served with this distinguished unit.

These then, were the individuals and units, which formed
the Infantry Team, that received it's first battle indoctrina-
tion on the 26th of June, 1944, end became acclaimed by more
then one commander as the finest assault troops he had ever

seen, (4)

1} A-1 P. 9

2) Personal Knowledge
3) A<2 P. 3 & &

4} Personal EKnowledge
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THE CPERATIONS OF THE 2ND BATTALION, 442ND INFANTRY
(attached to the 34th Infantry Divieion)
in the purenit to the Arno in the vicin-
ity of Suvereto, Italy 26th June, 1944.
ROME=-ARNC CAMPAIGN

Personal Bxperience'of a Heavy Weapons Company Commander

ORIENTATION
INTRODUCTION _

This monograph covers the firet day of combat of thé 2nd Baitalion
442nd Iafantry, attached to the 34th Infantry Divieion, near SUVERETO,
ITALY the 26th June 1944, during the P‘urmit to the Arno.

In order to give the readef & picture of events leading up to the
Pureuit to the ARNO, it will be necessary to cover the major events lead-
ing up to the cepture of ROME.

From bases in SICILY and NORTH AFRICA, early in September 1943
tﬂe British Eighth Army and the US Fifth Army successfully invaded the
ITALIAN PENINSULA and msde the first penetration into HITLER'S FORTRESS
EROPE. (See Map A) The two armies moved rapidly and by the lst of
Oetober had captured the citles of NAPLES end FOGGIA. By Hovember the
first, both armies were confronted with a series of positions in depth,
located generally north of the G:RIGLIANO RIVER on the weet and the
SANGRO RIVER on the east. (5)

The allies spent the first part of the 1943-44 winter_crossing
‘ the GARIGLIAND and SANGRO RIVERS and breaking the Winter Line, only %o
be confronted by the Gustav Line protecting the approsches to the city
of ROME. (See Map A) The Fifth Army made two attempts to break through
the dominating hills which barred the entrance to the LIRI RIVER VALLEY.
The attempt at CASSINO, the key position in the German defenses, failed,

after repeated attacks during the firat three monthes of 1944. The sscond

{5) A-8 p. 220-225
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attempt was made Jamuary 22 at ANZIO. A beachhead wes forced and held
by the Allies; ﬁ_thorn in the enemy's eide, engaging his tactical re-
serves. {See Map A) But it too failed 4o open a break-ﬁhraugh north
to ROME. (6)

On Mey 11, 194k, after heavy artillery and aerial preparation
the Allied Armies in ITALY lsunched the drive, whicﬁ in the first
weeks of fighting broke the GUSTAV LINE and captured the city of
CASSINO. This drive carried the Fifth Army in it's first two weeks
of fighting from TERRACINA to a juncture with the Anzio forces below
CISTERNA on the 25th of May. Now the rosds to Rome were opened to the
Fifth Army. (7) |

In the late afternoon of 4th June 1944, beaten elements of the
German Tenth and Fourteenth Armieé, disorganized and torn apa;t by
VI Corps and II Corps of the Fifth Army, which had batiered their
way through the GUSTAV LINE and out of the ANZIO BEACHHEAD, were 1n
full f£light north of ROME, first of the major Axie Capitals to be
freed from Nazl Fascist Regime. {8) Pursult of the enemy end smaph-
ing hiﬁ és_much as possible was the order of the day, following the
broad provisicons of operation order No. 1, 1gsued'by the Allled Armies
in Italy on the 5th May. (%)

Two days after the capture of ROME~-6th June, 1944, Allied Forces
crossed the English Chamnel to open the long awaited offensive in FRANCE.
This action which represented the major ﬁllied offensive in the wesi
took precedence over the ITLLIAN CAMPAIGN, both in men and supplises,
actually,however, Fifth Army was less than half-way through it's cam-
paigzn, and battles yet 1o come were to be severe, if less publicized
than those of.GASSINO and ANZIO. (10)

The fulfillment of the conference at TEHERAN, in IRAN, in which

Stalin, Roosevelt and Churchill, "agreed as to the scope and timing

(6) A8 P. 225-229
(7) A8 p. 287-288
(8) A-4 P. 1

(9) A-4 P. 9

(10) &-5 P. 268
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of the operation to be undertaken from the east, weet and scuth® in 1944

"for the destruction of the German forces", had begun. (11)

THE GENERAL SITUATION (See Map B)

On the day that ROME wes captured, the Army'pammandér issued
orders directing the Fifth Army to maintain it'a relentless pursuit
northwest of ROME. {12)

The tactical plan noﬁ was neccessarily thdt of keeping in close
contact with the enemy and emashing his retrest so as to cut off
large bodies of his troops. The pursuit in conjunction with opera-
tione order Fo. 1 feli into two periods. From 4th of June to the 15th
the advance wae very rapid, through the gentle hill eountry north of
the TIBER and in the OMERONE VALLEY around GRASSETO, gains of 15 miles
a day were not uncommon in the first few days of the pureuit. The
next month, however, the chese led through more difficult country
where the German defense funotioned better and the gains were corres-
pondingly slower. (13)

The army zone was naturally divided into two sectors; I1 Corps
on the right which was pushing up Highway No. 2, VI Corps on the left
moving up Highwey No. 1 capturing the Port of CIVITAVECCHIA on the Tth
of June and cutting acrose II Corps front entering VITERBO on the 9th.
The %6th Divieion held all of VI Corps zone at 1200 hours om the 1llth
of June when the division and the coastel zone passed to the newly
organized IV Corps (at this time our lines were nearly 65 miles north
of ROME). II Corpe was eliminated from action by the flanking move-
mente of IV Corpe end the French Expeditiomary Corps, this completed
the firet pert of the reorganization of the Fifth Army. (14)

A separate operation under control af Allied Force headaquarters,
using French troopa, had taken the ISLAND OF ELBA off PIOMBING on

17th-19th June, then protecting the left flank of our furtherest

(11) a-8.P. 212
(12) a-6 P. 35-37
(13) a-5 P. 273
(14) aA-5 P. 278
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edvance; on the right 8th Army wes roughly abreast of the F.E.C. on

the line LAKE TRAISMENO-PENGIA. {15) On the 2lst of June the front

lines of the Fifth Army stretched from a point eight miles north of

GRO3ETTC neer the west coaet, eastward to the Eighth Army boundery

in the vicinity of SARTRANO. The troope were entering the TUSCANY

HILL Country. {16) It was here that General.Crittenberger broadened

the committment of IV Corpe to ineclude two &ivigions. (17)(See Map O)

Thie wae done pertly to meet the stiffening enemy opposition and pgrt—

ly to fill the widening zone es the coamstline bent to the northwest. o
The First Armored Division, reinforced by the 36lst Infantryrw?s ‘H‘_3¢§3i f
comzitted on the right of the 36th Divieion. The 56th Divieion had

already turned northwest to keep it's flanks to the sea, and contimied

up Highwaey No. 1. {18) On the 25th of June thie division on it's

final dey of combat in ITALY, brought sbout the fall of FIOMBINO, cut

the road leading from Highway No. 1 to SUVERETO, and invested'the town
of CAMPIGLIA. (19)

THE 34TH DIVISION SITUATION & PLANS (8ee Map C)

Elements of the 34th Divieion had moved inmto their Pinsl bivouac
erees near GROSETTO, ITALY,_24th June 1944, The unite of the division
hed almost two weeks of rest and replecemente had been received by
the battle weary veterans« Moral in all ﬁnits weg excellent. Supply
efchelons had moved up close to the fighting front,with the cepture of
GIVITAVECGHI%,and replacement of parts, clothing and equipment wae
generally completed.

The Germans who had suffered a terrific beating were receiving
new reinforceﬁeni unite from southern France and northern Italy. The
morale of their new troope wae excellent, they knew that their pri-
mery job was one of delaying cur advance by inflicting heavy losses

in men and equipment. The Germans had excellent equipment end supply

(15) 4-5 P. 280
(16) a-4 P, 49
(17) a4 P. 51
(18) a-5 P, 281
(19) A-4 P. 55



facilities to accomplish this $ask, besides the added advantage of
picking their own terrain on which to fight in the TUSCANNY HILL
Country, which wae ideally euited for slow retrograde movement.
Cuteide of the enemy's adventege of terrain, the oppoeing forces
were comparatively equal in.combat efficiency. (20)

The 34th Divieion planned to accomplish the relief of the 36th
by 1200 the 26th June, 1944, The division took over the same miesion
as it'e predecessor, to advance rapidly in it's zone to the west and
northwest, to maintain contact with_the lst Armored Division on the
right and to protect the left flenk of IV Corps. It'se firat'objective
was line just south of CASTAGNETO, ten miles north of the point where
the division was to enter the line. The division left flank, treversed
by Highwey No. 1 and conaisting of the coastal plain and & rough hill-
mass extending northward from the CORNICE VALLEY, was assigned to the
133rd Regimental Combat Team, on a front of approzimately eeven miles.
The center of the zone a four mile front was given to the 442nd Com-
bat Team, astride theSUVERETO-CASTAGNETO road, while the four mile zone
on the right went to the 168th Infantry Regiment. The 165th's migsion
was to contect the 91st Reconnaissance Squadron on the left of the Firsté
Armored Division. (21} The 1%5th Regiment was in division reserve. (22)

THE COMBAT TEAMS DISPOSITION AND PLANS (S5ee Map D)

\
The ccmbat team merged into the fighting forces, which made iﬁ

Do
P \3.-
famous throughout two armies, in a bivouac aree a few miles fram ' )

GROSSETO, ITALY, the 10th of June, 1944, per General Order #44
Headquarters, 34th Infentry Division. The forces that merged were
the organic units of the 442nd Infantry aend the 100th Battalion
(Separate). BHere the unit trained end prepared itself for combat
until 21st of June, 1944. (23)

The regiment made it's final movement prior 4o combat from a

(20) Personal knowledge
(21) A-4 P. 54

(22) Personal knowledge
(23) a=1 P. 31



bivouac area near GRAVASSANO on the morning of the 25th and marched
thirteen miles to it's final aesembly area, four and a half miles
northeast of FOLLONICA. (24) (See Map C)

To clear the center of the division zone, it was necessary for
the combat team to take a trio of small villagee situated on dominat-
ing hille; SUVERETO and BELVEDERE, located within one-half mile of
each other, and SASSETA, about four miles north. BStrong elements of
the 1688 Panzer Grenadier Division had been inserted here by the
fermans to bolster the weskening 19th G.A.F. Field Division, end it
was ageinst their naturally strong end well defended hill positions
that the regiment was to launch it's attack. The terrain consisted
of steep ridges, narrow valleye and deep ravines, with one narrow,
twisting road comnecting the villages. {25) |

At 2400, on 25th of June 1944, the regiment, after receiving the
Division order, iesued the following vlan of attack. (26) The third
ﬁatt&lion.would move astride the SUVERETO-SASSETA highway, relieving
elementes of the 517 Parachute Infantry Regiment, attack SUVERETO and.
BELVEDERE, then move frontslly to take SASSETA. The 2nd Battalion
would relieve slements of the 142ﬁ34inéantry and contime the attack

north, keeping the MASSERA-GORNIA CREEK on it's right boundary, pro-

tecting the regimente right flank, then cut the road north of SASSETA)‘h&;

+o CASTAGNETO. The 100th PBattalion wae to be in reserve and follow

the 3rd Battalion. {27) Line of departure for both attecking battalions

--the line held by units to be relieved. Time of atteck=--0630 26th of
Juns.

THE BATTALION IN THE FINAL ASSEMBLY AREA (28) (See Map D)

Ae the dusty Infantry men of the Second Battzlion moved off the
north-south road to SUVERETO into their final aeeembly area, at 1530

the 25th of June, it was apparent that the essence of battle wae

s

—

(24) a-3 P. 17

(25) A-5 PB. 56

(26) Personal knowledge; statement of Colonel O. W. Pence, then Reg-
imental Commander of the 442nd Infentry, l4th October, 1949

(27) A-2 P. 17 and Personal knowledge

(28) Personal knowledge
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very close. The remains of a emall ekirmish was quite evident in

the center of the Battalion appembly area where the bodies of Ger-

man soldiers and several members of the 517 Parachute Infantry had
fallen. The scene left it'e impact on the men of the battalion through-
out the remainder of the day.

Orders were issued by battmlion, upon occupation of the aree,
for the final checking of all equipment for combat, the iessuance
of ammunition and the loecation of security. The companies spent
the remaining hours of daylight complying with these orders.

After a belated evening meal, the battalion commander oriented
the company commanders and staff on the situation up until the time
the unit had moved into the area.....

The battalion had been following close behind the 142nd Infantry
throughout it's movement during the day. The 517 Parachute Infantry
and the 142nd Infentry had reached a point just south of a line drawn
through CAMPIGLIA and SUVERETO, (See Map C) there, unite would hold
thepe positions until relieved by elements of the “44i2nd Combat Team
on the 26th June. This line was approximately three and a half miles
north of the battslions present location. Strong elemente of the en-
emy_had been encountered just south and east of SUVERETO, at the present
time it was belisved these units weré of battalion strength and had
withdrawn to SUVERETO. When committed on the 26th of June the batte
alion would attack as follows; E Company on the right and F Compeny
on the left, G Company to follow the leading companies in reser#e.

H Compeny would initally place e machine gun platoon in direct support
of the two leading companies. The mortar platocn would be in geﬁeral
support of the battalion. Battalion aid ptation at the bridge ezst of
MCOUNT PELOSO. Battalion supply pﬁint at the unimproved road junction

southeast of MOUNT FPELOSO. The battalion comnander planned to be with
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the leading element in the movement to the attack position. All units’
of the battalion would orient their pereonnel and plan routes to the
road for poesible night movement out of the area.

After this brief orientation and fregmentary order, the battalion
commander, the 5-2, 5-%, the artillery liasion officer and H Company
Commender made a detailed map reconneissance of all forward areas in
which the unit might be committed. It was too late for any ground
reconnaiesance prior to darkness and as yet we had no knowledge of
exactly which unit we would relieve. A= the picture of the terrain
unfolded, it locked like fery rough country, with many small etreanms,
deep ravines and heavily wooded hills. From this map reconnaissence,
two natural obstecles could be well defended; the hill-maes at SUVERETO-
BELVEDERE, and the MASSERA-OORNIA CREEK VALLEY. Approaches to the
hill-mees wera obvious,.but the crossing of the creek was difficult
to determine. Finally, after much discussion and contimual reference
tc the maps, the battalion commsnder decided, that, if the unit weas
aesigned thie area, we would cross thé creék gt a point east of the
bridge which wes on the ﬁorth ezst slope of MOUNT PELOZ20O.

The regimental attack order was received by the Second Battalion
ét 0115--26th June, 1944. Essentially the battalion order followed
the plan as outlined above, with the crossing of the MASSERA-CORNIA
CREEK. More detailed orders, if needed, would be issued on the attack
position. Line of departure would be the road ;unning parallel to the
MASSERA-CORNIA CREEK; H-hour, 06%0 hours--26th June, 1944%. E Company
would cross the I.P., the road junction just north of the battallon
ascembly area, ﬁt 0%30.

MOVEMENT TO THE ATTACK POSITICN (29) (See Map D)

During the short time allotted for the battalion to be on thea move,

everyone from the battalion commender to the company rifleman was busily

{29) Personal knowledge
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engaged.in qcllecting his equipment and picking up hie E-rations.
There was some confusion but this was only natural due to the extreme
darhneée. The moon which had ehone brightly during ﬁhe early hourse
of the night wis now conspicious by it's absenfe. The heavy under-
‘growth and denee foreet hindered the movement of individuals to their
platoon apsembly area, but the unit's movement to the initial point
wae orderly and remarkably gquiet.

E Company croéaed the I.P. at exactly 0330 hours with the batt-
alion to it's rear in & colurm of companies. Order of march; E, F,

HQ, G, H. The battalion transportation would follow and crose the
I.P. at 0530 hours.

Difficulty was encountered along the route, becsuse of two.reasona;
the lack of prior recdnnaissanca and slso the lnaccuracy of;the maps
vhich had teen studied thé evening befors. The maps had not contained
the maize of trails and mule pathe which jutted off the route of marche.
In most inetances, there wae practically no distinction.between the un-
improved road and the trail or mule bath. This unforeseen difficulty
slowed down the movement to sﬁch an extent that the leading elemente
of the battalion had moved only a mile by 04%0. If this slow movemen£
pfevailed the battalion would arrive At the attack position too late
for any ground reconnaissance.

Orders were issued by the battalion commander for all company
commanders to join him at the head of the merch column. - Dawn was
ﬁreaking when the battalion commander's party errived at thé battalion
observation post of the 142nd Infantfy. A quick ground orientation
vwae given by the commander of the unit t§ be relieved and the dispoei-
tion of hie troope which were located just forwerd of our attask poe-
itions snd s variable 500 yards from the road, which was to be our

line of depsrture. During the night this battalion had captured 23
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Germans in the vicinity of the road junction, 100 yarde forward of
cur proposed line of departure.

Based on hie prior map reconnsiseance and the present ground

- reconnajiesance the battalion commander issued his atteck order.

Basically the tentative plan issued the evening of the 25th and the
attack orders were the same.

THE BATTALION PLAN OF ATTACK (%0) (See Map D)

The iine of departure would be the road just east of the CIRNIA
CREEK: H-hour 0630.

The battalion would cross the line of departure with two companies
efheloned to the right. Company F would be the base company and lead
the attack, seize HILL 101, and send out a strong patrol to the west
slope of HILL 161, the battalion objective. If this patrol succeeded;
the remainder of the company would join it on the objective end await
further orders. Company E would seize HILL 104 in it'a sector and be
prepared to éasiat F Company on HILL 161, send a squad to HILL 108 to
protect the battalione right flank. The machine gun platoone of H
Company would be in direct suppoft-—one platoon to each company. G
Cempany in support of the battalion would initially take up positions
on HILL 122 to protect the right flank of the battalion.

The 8lmm mortar platoon of H Company would initially support
the battalion from positions in rear of HILL 122 in conjunction with
the mortar platoon of H Company of the 142nd Infantry. All mortar
and arillery concenttation would be on call. There would be no pre-
paratory fires prior to the attack. The heavy machine gun platoon‘in
direct support of E & F Companies would be prepared to support by fire
from positions on HILL 122 andjoin their units immediately when.their
fires were macked. (At this point in the atteck order, the battalion

began to move into their attack positions and the battalion command groﬁp

(30) Personal knowledge

15



i

was seen moving across the MILIA CREEK immediately to the rear.)

The battalion ammunition dump wee to be esteblished as initially
planned, at the unimproved road junction scutheast of MOUNT FELOSO
and the battalion aid station, in the house south of the bridge just
east of MOUﬁT PELOSO.

The battelion commend group would initielly be located on HILL
122, then follow F (ompany. Redio silenc;.WGuld be maintained until
the CORNIA CREEK was crossed. SCR 300 redios would be the only source
of communication. The battalion command pnst.wnuld hé at the bridge
croesing MILIA OREEK. |

After receipt §f the battalion attack order at 0600 hours the

company commanders hurried to their company atteck positions. The day

promised to be fair with few ¢léuds in the sky.

NARRATION

MOVEMENT FROM THE ATTACK POSITION TO THE INITIAL OBJECTIVE (31) (See Map D)

Company F, led by Captain Akiﬁﬁ moved across thé line of departure
in a colum of platcons at 0630 hours the 26th of June, 1944, Cgp?iagjfi\
Akine hed decided thét this formetion would faicilitate control,'garu
the woods on this side of CORNIA CREEK and the crossing north of the

bridge.

At 0620 hours, Company E, led by Captain Crowley crossed the line
of departure with two platoone abreast. This formation was usged due to

the wide, cultivated fields in thie company's sector and the lack of

any concealed approaches.

All elements of both ﬁompanies were across the creek by 0715;
Company F reported that it was about 300 yerde beyond the etresam and
proceeding rapidly towarde HILL 10l. The Company after crossing the

creek had moved into a wedge formation. (One Germen sniper had been

(31) Personal knowledge
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killed by advance scouts on the forwaerd slopee of the objective.) (32)

At 0730 E Ccmpany-feported that it was moving up the forward elopes

of HILL 104, visibility wae becoming extremely limited due to the ' ;gaﬁ
heavy undergrowth and woods. By 0730, G Company had occupied HILL 122 ‘\Ei;us

and all of the elements of the 142nd Infantry had been relieved. .

At 0800 houre the battaelion commander received a regimental ¥

Al

1 . {
order to deley any further forward movement until 0900. ‘Effqusfwere

mede to contact E & F Companies, without succese. The reconnaisence
officer of H Company, who was on the other side of the cresk, immediate-
ly to the rear of E Company, was contected by the H Company Commander.
The reconnaisance officer was instructed to send =a messenger to E
Company on it'fe initial objective HILL 104 with instructions to delay
their ettack until 0900. All efforts to attempt to reach F Company 7 i
were futile. At this point, the bettalion commander instructed the
H Company Commander to keep his mortars in their initial poeition and
the 8~3 to maintain contact with regiment and to get Captain Aull of
Compeny G to rerort to the observation post imﬁediately. He then
went forward to contact Captain Akins.

The battelion commander cﬁught-up with Captain Akins at the
latters obaervatién post on.HILL 101. It wes here that he learned
thet F Compeanies forwerd elements were already on the battalion 6bjeé-
tive HILL 161. From this forward position, they were observipg an in-
creaging amount of enemy activity between BELVEDERE end SUVERETQ, in—
cluding several tanks. (See Map D) This information plus the present
direqtion of attack of the battalion, which was bringing it into rougher
and more formidable qatural obstacles, high ﬁnderbrush and steep ra-
vines, necessitated a change in the original attack order; if the batt-

alion wes to continue towarde it's objective beyond SASSETA.

(32) Statement of Major Thomes Akine, then compeny commander of F
Company on the 29th of October, 1949.
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A CHANGE IN PLANS (See Map E)

The battalion commander formilated the new attack order at Company
P's observation post. T Company would revert to battalion reserve.
Company E instead of supporting F Company's seizure of HILL 161 would

move to the left of the CORNIA CREEK and seize HILL 127. Company G

‘5-1__.,._‘-”'

from it'e position.on HILL 122 would move up the ridge line east of
the creek and seize HILL 221. Time of Attack 0930, Capbtein Akine
was ordered to organize his compeny immediately and move back to the
road, Prom there to follow the leading compsnies along the road east.
of CORNIA CREEK. (33) Using a messenger, he advised the E Company
Commander of the change in plansa.

| The S-3 vwhile waiting for the reappearance of the battalion com-
mander learned the resson for the delay from the battalion execu-
tive officer-by telephone. The third bettalion had encountered the
same difficultiee as the second in their movement to the attack posi-

tion and finally had become lost. It's crossing of the line 6f de-

parture was delayed until 0900. <l
, P

A messenger from Compeny E reported into theigbggrvatioq"popt v
with the following message:.“E Company would have to move back to-
warde the cresck bank before moving forward to HILL 12?." This would
be necessary due to a steep embankment ahout 50 meters.high on the
north side of HILL 105.

It was while the 5-3 was futilly brying to contact Compeny E
that the battzlion commander made hie appearance and told the command
. group his change in the direction of the attsck. He instructed
Captain Aull of Company G, to move forward at 0930 and capture HILL
221, but not to move beyond CORNIA CREEK.

The battalion commander after being informed of the message

from E Compeny, approved their movement back to the streem bank.

(3%) Statement of Major Thomas Akins, then company Commander of F
Compeny, on the 29th of October, 1549
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The company commander of H Company was now faced with the problem
of getting the machine gun platoon with F Compeny back and in support
of G Company. He finally contacted Lt. Meyers, his recomnaissance
officer, and told him to order the platoon leader of the second pla-

toon back across the creek to auppoft G Compeny. The reconnaliseance

officer, would stay with the forward elements of Oompeny F, control =

the command post and the motor transportation of Company H which

would meegt him on the rpad. The mortar platoon leader, present at the
observation vost, was instructed to move two sections from thelr
present positions behind HILL 221, by carrier to the road, from there
to follow the forward elements of ¥ Company. The remaining section to
stay in poeition until it could no longer support the battaliomn.

At this time, everyone from the battalion commander to the two
leading rifle elements assumed that Company F would move directly
back to the road over the same route heg had used for Eig_advance to
the initial objective.

By 0915 the battalion command group, including the heavy weapons
commander, were on the road between the two attacking coupénies; E&G
Both units could be observed from this pesition. The battalion command
net still failed to function and messengers were resorted to by the
battalion commander to maintain control of E & G companies. (34)

The battalion anti-tenk platoon was aseigned the mission of pro-
tecting the road by fire from a position nort: of HILL 122. This loca-
tion gave their guns excellent fields of fire directly down the road,
and covered the only poeeible tank approach in the battalion area.

While waiting for the units to organize and chenge their direc-
tion of attack, the bzttalion cqmmander received a brief report on
the regimental situmtion. The Third Battalion did croes the line of de-

parture at 0900 (35) and was meeting contimuous rifle and automatic

(34) Statement of Lt. Col J. M. Hanley, Battalion Commander of the
2nd Battalion on the 259th of October, 1949,
(35) A-1LP. 33
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fire from the approaches to SUVERETO. (See Map D) The 168th Infantry
vwhich was supposed to be on the road which the battalion was now a-
stride, had not made an appsarance and regiment had no information as
to when they would enter their sector,

At 0925 with still no information of Company F, it was decided
to hold off the attsck of E Company until 1000. Company G would attack
ae planned and seize HILL 221. Messengers relayed this information to
E and G Gompenies.

S0 far, the unit had moved from it's line of departure to the
battalion objective, a distance of approximately two end a half miles,
changed it's direction and moved 2 mile up both sides of the CORNIA
Creek without hearing a shot fired by the enemy.

A MEETING ENGAGEMENT (36) (See Mep E)

Tﬁo M=5 reconnaissance.vehiclea of the 34th Division breeszed past
the Battalion command gfcup and contimued north on the_road. In their
wake were two vehicles of the 2nd platoon of H Company. The section
leader of these vehicles had been instructed to dieplace to the road
and move by carrier to this location. Their movement to this position
was a good one, it could cover the road for well over a thouesand yards,

: I cAPRYE L.
thue prbtectﬁ?ﬁb left flank of G Companyigﬁféilggiing to seize HILL 22].

48 the compeny commander of H Company observed this section fode]
into position én a small knoll just to the right of the road, Lt.
Meyers came in over the company command net. He was in = house 300
yards north of CORNIA CREEK. The buildihg was plainly visitle approx-
imstely 1000 yarde to the immediate front. Lt. Meyers, from this lo-
cation, was observing two enemy tenks and approximately a company of
enemy infantry moving toward hig position just south of the LADANO

and MA3SSERA Creeks. (37) Compeny F at this time, wae to his left

front, and moving slowly forward. This information was relayed by

{36) Personal knowledge
(57) A-3 P. 18
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messenger to the battalion commander, who immediately came forward,
directed the artillery officer to fire a concentration on this enemy
activity with Lt. Meyers se the observer.

While the message was being transmitted to the fire direction
center, heavy small arme fire became audible to the immediate front
and light artillery mixed with high velocity shells began to fall in
the vicinity of the battslion command group and the A. T. poseitions,
covering & stretch of the rocad for almosat two-tundred vards. Firing
in this area continued for well over the next two hours with such in-
tensity that the antli-tank gunners were forced to abandon their posi¥
tions and seek shelter; but not until they had suffered numeroﬁa casu-
alties. The battalion command group, which the bdttalion commander
had left when he went forward to contact the commander of H Company,
was also forced t0 move and eeek cover in a deep ravine running per-
pendicular to the road. They also had numerous caeualties, among
them being the battalion 3-3.

The battalion commender'e immediate concern was F Company. | AR
Through Lt. Meyers it wae apﬁarent that the company was immed%ate-
ly engaged in combat just forward of the hill on which 6§'gg; located.
The enemy unit he had observed was still moving forward and was about
500 yards south of the creek junction. OCompeny E was ordered to move
immediately end seize HILL 127. By this maneuver the battalion commend-— .-
er was hoping to gain time, receive informetion of the enemy and assist
Company F by fire. There was also the possibility that this movement
would limit the enemy's chence of maneuver.

Company F, assuming that the battalion was in front, bad moved by
the most direct route from HILL 161 to the valley road. This movement
had been accomplished by using the maximam amount of cover and conceal-

ment afforded by HILL 161 end HILL 127 to gain the CORNIA Creek road.
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Astride the road the unit hed moved in a column of platoone with the
forward platoon sending out scouts to contact the remainder of the
battalion. It was in this formation when it was engeged by the en-
eny.,

| It was while crossing the bridge over the CORNIA CREEK that Captain
Akins became conéerned about the wheresbouts of the reet of the batta~-
lion. He received a message through ihe company 536 net, from the ad-
venced guard commander that the point had just seen movement up ahead.
He instructed his executive officer to halt the company after it had
¢leared the bridge and weas well into the concealment of the trees on
either side of the road. He then moved forward to contact the forward
security elements. He reached the advanced scout end 8gt. Oyasato at
the bend in the roed. Captain Akins looked through his binoculars in
the direction pointed out to him, at first glance, it wes apparent that
several German soldiers were moving leisurly, just off the road, in |
their direction. He ordered 8gt. Oyessato to immediately move forward
with hie squad and engage the enemy. The squad did move about 25 yards
around the bend when it was subjected to heavy small arme and automatic
fire. The platoon leader attempting to réach them was wounded and the
536 radioc was practically riddled with bullete. |

The wounded officer wae nl=ced in the chelter of the deep irriga-

tion ditch on the left side of the road. Under heavy small arms fire
S8gt. Oyasato deplovad hié gruad on either side ef the road using the
irrigation diteh wherever possibie for his men. A German tank, flenked
.by @soldiere, appeared on the road to his front; he ordered the bazooka:
to engage it end the riflemen to fire at the infantry‘on either side of
the tank. From.hié vantage point Sgt. Oyasato then engaged the taenk
with rifle grenades. Due to the intense fire of the squad the Cerman

goldiers were forced to withdraw. The tank stopped after several rounds
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of grenades had landed iﬁmediately to it’s_frontAbut contimed firing
down the road over the heads of this equad. Several men had been wound-
ed and while they were being helped intc the ditch, ;‘self-propelled
88 mm began firing from the squad's right front, with the shells land-
ing well to the rear. Sgt. Oyasata ordered all his men into the pfo-
tection of the deep ditches and to fire at any Germsn that appeared.

He then learned that the batteries on the bazooka were dead and, con-
sequently, there was no enti-tank defense in the.squad. Small arms
fire and the shelle from ths 838 mm'e#ploding became more intense to the
left rear of this squad's position. fhe tank now began to move off the
road toward the creek with the ;elf-propelled following. (38)

Captain Akins, after issuing his order to Sgt. Oyasato, had
moved back to the rear of the first platoon. When he heard the Bmallﬁ
arms fire to his iumediate front he signalled the remaindérlof the
company behind -im to move toc the left of the road. The advance guard
could be seen =moving directly to hie front between the 6reek and the
base of HILL 128. After several futile attempts to cortact the platoon
leader of the first platoon by radic, he started forward and anin
reached the bend in the road.

From here he could see that this platoon was completely under
fire of tanks and ianfantry. He then moved back to where his company
had been signaled to go. The selfw-propelled which had fired over Sgt.
Oyasatals scuad was ceusing a great meny casualties and a greet @eal
of confusion. The second platoon hed moved well forward and just to
the left rear of the ad@ance guard and at thia timé was engaging the
tanks and infantry trying to come through the opén area just east of
the MASSIRA Creek. The men in the vicinity of Capt Akins were caught
betwesn the fireé Prom the tanks and the automatlic fire of the enemy

riflemen. He ordered these men to get intc the deep ditches along

(38) Statement of Captain Henry Oyaseto, then squad leader in the
1st platoon of Company F., 2nd October, 1949 '
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side the road and for his 60mm mortars to engage the enemy infaniry
in the vicinity of the two tanks.

The terrain made it impoesible to set-up the £0's in a covered
position in the immediate vicinity., Two morﬁars did find locations
further behind the hill, the third mortar went into acztion at once,

manned solely by the gunner. This gun inflicted heavy casualties to

the enemy infantry in the vicinity of the 88, before the Germen crew had

located it and scored a direct hit. (39)

I+ was apparent to Ceptain Akins, that although the enemy's
attack had dissipated immediately to his fromt, it weas making pro-
gress on both flanks. He ordered the Eig?opns in nis vieinity, to
rull back to thé'other pide of the CORNI4 CRZEK and he eent a mess-—
enger to relay this information to the first end second platoons.
From the south side of CORNIA CREEK his company would have & mch
better chance to fight the three tanks and the enemy infantry, which
he estimated at better than one company. (40)

Lf. Meyers, after firing the battalion corncentration on the enemy
troops he had located, reported that although one tank had beép die~
abled and there seemed to be nmumercus casualties, the other tank
with énemy troops was reorgenizing and preparing to move down the
enst side of the river. 4 platocn of thie foroe wae moving directly
toward his position. FHe could hear almost co.timicus small arms and
machine pistol fire and the infrequent sound of & heavier weébon, to
his left fromt. !

. At this tine, approximately 1250 hours, the battelion commander
received two messagee from the command post: kThe Third Battalion
had eaptured the town of SUVERE%b at 1100 hours, but was unable to

advance beyond, due to the intense fire of automatic weapons from the

high ground in the vicinity of BELVEDERE. The 100th Battalion had

(39) A1 P. 33
(40) A-T P. 2

22

=y



been committed at-11§0 hours to drive theocugh the gap on the 8econd
Battalions left flank and seize BELVEDERE." (41) (See Map D) Message
number two was as follows: "Received report signed Captain Aull, by
radio, that the enemy occupies the forward slopes of HILL 221." (42)

Through questioning of the wounded appearing on the road from
Company F's area, the battalion commander learned piece-meal the
situetion, From this information he decided that the German force in
contect with Company F had been sent Por the purpose of intercepting
our forcee. (43) He instructed his heavy weapons company commander to
contact E & F Companies and give them what fire support was available
in the battalion. Then to contact him in Company G‘s area, where he
would ea£ablish a forward obssrvation posﬁ.

THE. EXTENT OF THE ENEMY'S ATTACK (See Map E)

Through contect with S/8gt Okasako, then platoon leader of the
machine gun platoon in support of Company E, over the compeny command
het, the situation in Compeny E's aree was made cléar. They had driven
a small enemy force from HEILL 127 to a emal) knob northaaat of their
present position and were in the process of reorganizing. Captain
Crowley was going to leave one platoon on HILL 127 far.fhe sacurity
of the heavy maechine guns, the 60mm mortars were alreadj in positien
firing at the enemy occupied knob. Ome platoon would attack the north-
eaét knob of HILL 127 while the remainder of the company would be in
- support.. {(This 6peration wag successful. The enemy force wes driven
from the knob and withdrew toward the northweet. The platoon in this
engag -ment suffered several casualties, including the comgany commander.
Although this operation was successful, the information arrived too
late for the battalion commsnder to meke full use of Compaﬁy E's
poeition, which outflanked the enemy confronting F. Compeny.) Sgt.

Okaspako while sending this informstion, had observed the enemy force of

(41) A-1 P. 33-34
(42) Statement of Lt. col J. M. Hanley, then Battalion Commander, Cctober

23, 1949
(43) Statement of Lt. Col. J. M. Hanley, thenBettalion Gommander, October
23, 1949
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tanks and infantry moving down the east bank of the creek, firing on

Company F end threatening to outflank their position. He had already l*

ipstructed his guns to open fire when tﬁe§'reached the sharp bend in
the stream. The heavy weapone companyxéommunder ordered Sgt. Okasako
to maintain this position until ordered to move. These machine guns
covered the enemy force, to the left of Oompany'F, with such a volume
of accurate and sustained fire, that the enemy infaﬁtry waa forced.to
seek cover and disperse., Several attempts by énemy infantry, supported
by the fires of two Mark IV fanka, to dislodge these guns from their
positions met.with no euccese and each time the enemy was forced to
withdraw t0wafdﬂ LEDANO CREEK.

Before leaving'to contact Company F, the heavy weepons company

" commander ordéred the section of guns near the road to move to the

house just south of CORNIA CREEK. From there they could mitually

support,tﬁe 2nd platoon end protect the withdrawal of wounded from

dompany F's erea. Two sections of the Blmm platoon were ordered into
pdaition just east of the road in a deep culvert on the forward slope
of the south U of HILL 221. This was the only position available due

to the enemy's observed fire on the reverse slopes and the valley be~

tween HILL 221 and HILL 122. They were initially essigned the mission -

of interdicting the area 200 yards north of HILL 128 and alsc to deny

‘the enemy the use of HILL 128.

Lt. Meyers was{ﬁgﬁjwhile ﬁoving forward to contact Company F.
He and the two enlisted men with him had to fight their way out of the

house on HILL 128 end down the reverse slope, through German Infantry

that had infiltrated behind. They had assisted three wounded men of

Company F to reach the south bank of CORNIA CREEK. The H Compemy

Commander eent him back to the company command post to facilitate the

movement of amminition forward snd to notify the battalion executive
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officer of the aituation.
Enemy emall arme fire and machine guns firing from HILL 128 and the

houses on the forward slopes, completely denied the battalion the use

‘of the COZRIA CREEK bfidgs and the rosd 200 yards south of it. The wound-

ed from Company P were forced to move down the steep embankment of the
creek to the left of the bridge in order to reach the comparative safety
of the south bank.

Captain Akine wae contacted me he fought hie way back through the
Germane in the vicinity of the bridge. With him was about a platoon
and a half of his company. They set-up positions just south of the
creek, from the road to the stream junction. The remainder of this
COmpany wes completely-cut off and had followed the pattern set by 3gt.
Oyasato early in the engagement. They were fighting the enemy from
all directions from the deep ditches on both eides of the trail west of
HILL 128.

Some of the men, due to sheer aggressivensse, had fought their
way through the enemy and had to fizht their way bzck by two'as and
three‘a to reach the south bank of the creek. B3gt. Oyasato'a squad
was forced to stay on the other side in the protection of the ditches,
due to the number of wounded they were tending. ‘By hand grenades and
rifle fire, these small groups heriocally beat off repeated enemy
attocks. (44) |

The heavy concentration of enemy artillery and self-propelled
fire along the rosd to the rear ceased abruptly. It was extremely
noticeable; all that could be heard now was emall erms fire to the
front and an oceasional burst of mschine-gun fire ffom Company E's
area. This made it quite opparent that the 1oo£h Battelion, launching
jt's attack from the viecinity of HILL 161 mist have seized BELVEDERE..

(See Map D) The time was approximately 1530 hours. (45)

(44) Statement of Captain Henry Oyasato, then souad leader of the
lst platoon of Company F, 20th October, 1949
(45) a-1 P. 34

25



THE BATTALION COUNTERATTACK (See Map E)

As the heavy weapons company commender moved acrose the road to
contact the battalion commander, the %1's began to fire at the houses
on the west slope of HILL 128. The enemy machine gun in that vicinity

had been silenced and the mortars were zeroing in on the area atop

Hill 128, by the time he reached the observation post. The enemy force ¥

driven back by the machine gun in Company E's area,\plus the troops ;\h. f .
engaged'by Company F had by 1330 hours geined complete control of the.}
long ridge extending northeast of HILL 128. |

The observation poet was & hub-bub of activity. The ;rtillery
lieson officer, in direct contact with the fire direction center, was
ordering a cogcentration for the house atop HILL 128 and the area fired
earlier. Lt. Stefnagle, a section leader of the 81 platoon, was di-
recting the fire of the Bl's.in the vieinity of the "pink house’, _i

The battalion commander after contacting CompanylG and finding
the reported message ("the enemy occupied the foréard elopes of HILL
221--signed Aull") falee. Ordered Captain Aull to seize HILL 128
and hold it until further orders. After the issuance of theée orders |
he eetablished the observation post in it'e present location. While
here he received word from the battalion executive officer that the
Third Battalion of the 163th Infantry had sent forward a reconnaisance
perty. He met this party on the road immediately behind Compeny F's
present poeition. |

Company G under the command of Captain Aull had seized HILL 221
at 1230 hours, under intense enemy mortar and artillery fire from the
direction of SASSETA. (46) At 1330 hours it had crossed the QORNIA
Creek and was now moving through the dense woods on the east slopes

of HILL 128, if'e objective.

At 1500 hours, the ensmy force now estimated at battalion strength

(46) A-3 P. 19

26



mede his last effort to crose the GORNIA-MASSERA Oreek line. German
machine guns were placed along the ridge line of HILL 128. The in-
fantry and tanke could be seen assembling along the east bank of
MASSERA Creek. |

The battalion commander had all supﬁorting weapons withold their
fires until contact was made with bcmpany G at 1515 hours. CQCapteln
Aull'e company began to appear on the north-east slopee of Hili 128.
Almoet instentanscusly, the order was given to fire the mortars and
artillery., The battalion concentration called down on the aesembling
enemy forces, so disorganized them that by 1600 hours they were in
full retreat nofth of the juncture of the LEDANO-MASSERA Creeks. The
enemy forces slong the ridge were almost completely destroyed by the
accurate firing of the 8l:m's and the machine gun section which was
gtill with Company G.

Company G pursued the eneﬁy forcea, by fire, to the juncture of
the LEDANO=-MASSERA Greekl A patrel sent ocut fo malntein contact with
Athe enemy was met by a strong delaying force and forced to stop on
the east bank of MASSERA CREEXK. Here the company reorganized, less
one platoon, which was still on Hill 221, and étayed until relisved
by elements of the 16%th Infantry. | | |

AB the.German force withdfew, it came in contact with Company A
of the 100th Battalion, which had set up a defensive position at HEGH—XF
ELINO, covering the SASSETA—SUVERETD.Road. As the retrgating Germane
appeared, the heevy machine guns ol Company D opened up, killing many
and scattering the reet into the hille. (47)

At 1730 houra,;arrangements were gompleted with the Third Battelion
of the 163th Infantry to relieve the battalion during the hours of dark-
ness. Thé relief was accomplished by 2200 houre and the battle — weary

veterans marched back through SUVERETO to a bivouac area.

(47) A-1P. 35
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SUMMARY (8ee Map‘D}

To_bfiefly eummerize thie first day of combat, the following
pointe are significant: Although it failed to‘gain it's objective
north of SASSETA, the battalion did succeed in engaging a large force
of the enemy that might have participated in the defenses along the
SUVERETA-SASSETA Road. The observation obtained by it's movement to
HILL 161, gave valuable information to the regimental commander,
which influenced the successful operation of the 100th Battalion at
BELVEDERE and the road to SASSETA. The movement of the unit up the
MASSERA-CORNIA Creek, threatened the enemy flenk and his defenses
at SASSETA, to euch an extent, that he was foroed to eend troops from
BELVEDERE and SASSETA to meet this threat; thue weakening his main
approaches which later in the day epelled his entire dafeat all along
the road to SASSETA. The enemy's losses in the battalion sector,
though not definitely known, far exceeded our own. Though the fight=
ing was brief and mostly in Compeny F'e area, the Second Battalion
had 42 men and officers killed or wounded during this action. In-
~ formation is not available as to the ammunition expended but it is
known that the expenditures of Company H in machine-gun and mortar
emmunition far exceeded their day of supply.

The Regimental figures for the total number of enemy casualties g
'is as followe: 178 killed, 20 known wounded, 86 captured. The figures ”FVUD '
for captured or destroyed eguipment wae 8 trucks, Qgﬁiggggi 13 motorf“Lf“*
cycles, 2 ﬁntitank guns, 3 self=propelled guns, 2 tanks, 2 Egﬁﬁgﬁd
cars, 2 half trecks, 1 &1mm.mortar snd 1 battalion and company commsnd
post complete. (48)

The Reglmental Commender, Colonel Pence, had this to say about .
the 442 Gomtat Team's, "Baptism of Fire". The combat team made meny

tactical errors, wssted much valuable time and committed other mis-

(48) A-1 P. 35
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takes that experienced combat leading might have rendered unnecessary;
but in future operations the lessong learned the first dey by indivi-
duals and units was to their complete advantage." (49)

ANALYSIS AND ORITICISM

There were many operations, in which the battalion took part that

mey have mede betier reading or story telling, but thls first day of

combat always stood ms a guide for the unit, during the remainder of

it's battles, in which it won many decorations, including three Dis-

tinguished Unit Badgee, and showed much greater combat aggressiveness

‘and injitiative.

¥What guide posts were set up by this firet day of action? They
were m;merous; but let us take the most significant ones brought out
by the sction anﬁ analize them., These are: Reconnzissance (Both dur-
ing battle and prior to battle), Communication, Security, Oontrol,

Contact with Adjacent Units, and finally, the Enemy's Action and the

" Role of the Heavy Weapons Company.

l. RECONNAISSANCE

It is my opinion thet lack of reconnaissance, by all eschelons was
ons of the more outstanding points of critiéism in thie operétion. Al-
though the battalion received the order late and during the hours of
darkness, it had anticipated certain contenta_of the regimental order.
¥Why didn't it anticipate routes to the battle position? It would have
been a simple matter to send a emall pattol forward to contact the
un;t“tghhg.;eliqud and have these same individuals, guide the batta-
lion to their battle positions. The map reconnaissence mede the night
befg;e_ggf of limited welue d?gﬂjgjgﬂg;%?inaccuracy. If regiment,
from itls obssr#égi&;hﬁééiwgﬁ MOUNT PELOSC had made a more complsete \\
visual ground reconnaiseance of the area west of MASSERA-CORNIA Greek,\

it would have been obviously impoeeible to move a battalion in zny }

i

(4) staetement of Colonel C. W. Pence, then Regimental Commender of the

4h2nd Combat Team, 14th October, 1949
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combat Pormation thru the rugged and heavy undergrowth running between
HILL loh-ﬁorth to LEDANO CREEK. Two more obvious missions could have
been apsigned the battalion. Fi}st, the cutting of the road north of
BELVEDERE, in the rear of the enemy, could have been easily accomp-
lished from positions in the vicinity of BILL 161, by ihe battalion
at least four hours sooner than it was accomplished by the 100th
Battalion. This would heve speeded the Capture of SUVERETQO by the
Third Battelion and inédvertanfly the Regimental objective, SASSETA,
and the road junction beyond SASSETA. Second, moving ﬁp astride the\\
MASSERA=CORNIA CREEK, which was later adopted by the battalion comm— 1 IPEZ‘
ender, if assigned initially, could have speeded the movement of the } {“%f
unit to such an extent that it wuuld.have been in & more thrgatenihgfﬁ'
position to SASSETA before being observed by the enemy.

The companies of the battalion violated the cardinal rules of

ground and battle reconnaiseance in two instences. First,'in moving

e

from the initial objective to the new direction of attack, Gompanf\‘bjf)f

E, with a more thorough ground reconnaissance to it's front, would | f.f b

‘have located an acceseible reute to it's next objective, HILL 161. e

e T Lt B

This wae the route used by Company F in it's movement to the road,”
which accounte for the inebility of the battallon to know the where-
abouts of this unit until it wae actually engaged by the enemy. Com-—
pany F failed to send out patroles to reconnoiter it'e Forward move-
nent and to contact either E or G Company. Gapﬁain Akins, iﬁ his
initial order for the engagement‘failed completely to realize the
importance of the terrain to his right, HILL 128, Battle reconn-
eiesgance, in unite the size of platoons and companies, most of the
time ia brief and may in some instances be only a glance, but that
brief loock must of necessity, be accurate and afford the unit the

best availaeble terrain to fight on.




2. COMMUNICATION

Prior 4o an attesk, complete consideration should be given to
the difficulties which may be encountered by terrain, the enemy and
the operators in the actual maintenance of commnication. The batt-_
alion in it's plan had not considered the terrain an obstacle to
radio commnication, although it was known to be rugged with many
draws and deep ravines. This knowledge 1f imparted to the operators
may have influenced the unit's action more forcefully end speedily
than the‘aldw movement of messengers which had to be resorted to by
the battalion commender. The ability of the enemy to monitor the com:-~
.and net, added to the confusion of orders at the battalion ¢ omnend
pos£ and necessitated the movement of the battalion commander to a
position where he was less needed. It is difficult to say if-any-
thing could have been done during the fast moving situation later in
the day, to relieve or improve the existing facilities. Wire may
have been resorted to, tut it is a time consuming method, and it is
doubtful if it could huve relieved ﬁhe situation in time to bring
sbout eny earlier decieion then was accompiished with messengera.

To fight a unit efficientdy, a leader needs & rapid means of com-
minication dufing combat, so that his subordinates can act prompt-
ly and decisevely in gaining and keeping the initiative.

5. SECURITY

Three very definité violations of security measures becaﬁe
evident from a study of this operation.. First; in the enemj'e mon-
jtoring of the unit's radioc command net. Someone had let siip in
hie tranemission the word "sull", it ie safe to assume than an in-
telligent eremy operator had picked up the word in the message and
coneequently, the enemy commander had madé prompt use of it to con-
fuse our forces. Operators should be imbued with thé absolute im-

portance of using code names in transmitting or verifying messages,
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even in the height of battle this is of the utmost importance. Second,
security violated'by excessive movement along the road between E & G
Company, by the anti-tank platoon, and the battalion forward command -
group. The complete lack of cbserwed snemy activity, gave these unite
a felse sense of security in their movements on the road and even in
their pgun gnd command poet installations. All unite of a front-line
battalion, when contact is imminent, muet at all times seek cover and
concealment. If roads:-mst be used, traffic should be staggered. Once
a destination on the-road is reachéd, covered avermes, when available,
ghould be used to get off the roed and into position. The above unitls
complete disregard for the use of cover and concealed routes end poe-
itione, brought sbout the intense artillery and 83mm fire along the
road in the battalions sector. Third, Ocmpany F moved by column a-
stfide the road and without adequate security, assuming that the balance
of the battalion was to the front. It is a grave error, when in close
proximity to possible enemy forcea, regardless of what assumption seems
logical and evident at the time, to ever move & unit astride a road in
column. If thie unit had used a more tactically sound formation in it'e
movenment with security moving well to ﬁhe front and flenkse, it is safe -
to assume that it would not have been surprised when the enemy was lo-
cated to it's immediate front, only yards away.
4, CONTROL

The extreme difficulty encountered by the battalion commender in
controlling his unit was evidént when the attacking units reached the
initial objective. The primary reason for this, as brought out before,
wes comminication; bui other factora_limiteﬁ control, these were terrain,
coordination gnd information on the situation.

Once E & G Companies reached the juncture of MASSERA-CORNIA Greek.
at widely separated points in difficult country without commnication ‘gél

. : r A ¥

between them and with the reserve company alresdy engaged with the en- ‘Cﬁ"fM
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emy, the coordinated combat effectivenecs of_thé bettalion wae almost
lost in the face of an enemy force with control and initiative. Al-
though the battalion commender was on the front line, he was utterly
powerless to completely aveil himself of all the forcee in his command.
This was due primarily to the lack of rapid meens of communicating
hie orders and plan of attack, secondly he wae not complgtely aware
of the terrain snd situation confronting all elements of his command.

It is firmly believed, after a thorough study of this operation,
if control had been mainteined, attacking and driving the enemy from
HILL 128 and it'e vicinity could have been accomplished by a coordin-
ated attack of E & G Companies, with the destructién of these enemy
forcen.

Better control of the unit would have been maintained if all
elements of the battalion had been operating on only cne side of the
GOﬁNIA CREEX in convergfent movement, but control was sacrificed by

separation of the units over the wide velley floor on both sides of
i
s/

the creek in e divergent movement.

In some casee control can be temporarily sacrificed, as in the i.fﬂ)U'
e
!

case of Company E. Whether it was done heffunintentionally or de-
liberately is not known by the writer. It ie safe to assume tho!
that the almost complete lack of control by this unit in it's engoge-

ment with the enemy, spared it numerous casualties and gave it a

I
A

better chence to reorganize on the south bank of CORNIA CREEK.
. - Y
5. ADJACENT UNITS : KA ‘:.,-x

Tt wee almoet impossible to maintain contact with the Third \ Npﬁ" A"&b'*
%

5
Battelion, due to the rugged country between the two units. If con- \\JJ\ ‘}y

P

teet could have been mainteined by the battalions, it would undoubt-- )‘)ﬁrfi%ﬁ
|
ably have speeded up the capture of SUVERETO and BELVEDERE. The Thirgx }ﬂf

Battalion became lost and it's croesing of the line of depzrture was

delayed until 0900, It was this delay which also held up the Second
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Battalions movement beyond the initial cbjective. If both battalions
had advanced contimally after croeeing the line of departure =at the
time specified, 0630, it is safe to aseume that the enemy would not

a—

have had the time to move troopz to confrogt tQE‘EEEFa};Ey, end it's move-
pent to it's objective would have been successful. | |
The uﬁknown delay of the 163th Infantfyrin taking over it's assign=-
ed sector, was enother factor which delayed the battalion movement. If
a coordinated plan between the two regimente had been worked out before-
hand, the movement uﬁ the valley would have beeh speedily accomplished.-
Thié delay caused the battalion to be deployed on an extended front, }Dr
seperated by a natural obstacle, phe floof of.théwﬁﬁi£;§; wﬁich; ds '
mentionsd before, caused the complete loss of control and coordination

of movement.

6. TFE ENEMY'S LN OF ACTION

The enemy's plaﬁ of action was necessarily one of delay, but if
it had been succésaful in this operation it mey have pushed all the
way to the road to SUVERETO and with the mrmor he had attached, would
have delayed not only the regimente movement but also the Division.
From all indicatioﬁ, it was a hastily conceivéd plan to hold the yhreat
to his flenks, while the unite on the SUVERETO-SASSETA Road Pell back
in an orderly fashion to SASSETA.

The tanke once they were across the MASSEﬁA CREEK were limited
in their movement, by the steep slopes of HILL 128 and the precipitous
banks of bhoth the MASSERA and CCRNIA CREEKS. For the unlimited use of
armor it was imperative that the enemy gain access to the bridge across
the CORNIA CREEX. Only two tank approaches were acceseible to the
bridge, the road which wound around the slopes of the hiil, but which
wae ably defended out of sheer neceseity by the scattered remnants of
Company F and the approach near the benks of the MASSERA CREEK, ﬂhich wés

completely denied hie use by the ability of the machine-guns,. artillery
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and mortars to shed the tanks of their protection, the supporting in-
fantry.

If the enemy's plan had been successful in gaining the south bank
of Cornia_Creek,'he would ha#e eplit the bsttalion and completely anni-
hilated the small force of Company ¥. This would have been a terrific
blow to the morale of the battalion, from which it may never hgfe re-
covered.

{. H COMPANY'S SUPPORTING ROLE. .

The success of H Company in 1t's supporting role of iimiting and
finally stopping the enemy's attack, can be attributed to the initiative
of it'e platoon leaders and the closeness with which they meintained con-
tect with the attacking rifle elements. The agressiveness and antici-
petion shown by Sgt. Okasako in the employment of his platoon on HILL
127, completely caught the enemy by surprise, delaying and resirict-
ing his movenent. The foresight shown by the 31lmm platoon in peing
well forward, in anticipation of possible conflict, denied the enemy
the use of HILL 128 for his supporting automatic weapons. Although the
machine gun section near the bridge in no way‘influeﬁced the conflict,
it certainly was a great morale fector for the men of Company F, and
was in zn excellent position to contain eny attempt by the enemy to
cross the CORNIA CREEK BRILGE.

N LE330NS

1. Reconnaissance by all echeiona of command mast be contimious,
end iﬁvolves not only the enemy situation, but the terrain and the git-
uation of -our own troops as well.

2. Plans mist be mede well in advence for the utilization.of ail
means of communication; eepecially in hilly or mountanicus terrain.

2. Seéufity, in close proximity to the enemy, must be maintained

over all movement and operations by all elements of the command.

35



4, Control is aseential to succeee in combat,.a leader Qithaut con-
trol will experience extreme difficulty in commnicating his orders and
plan of attack. Control is difficult in divergent movement. In certain
inetances control can be temporarily released if it will merit a possible
reduction of casualties.

5. Adjacentfunits should vigorcusly presa thé attack in their
aseigned sectors 1o prevent the enemy from shifting troops aﬁﬂ sup-
porting fires to units that have masneuvered well into his position.

Plans éhould be mede with udjacent units for control of critical
terrain features dividing their sectors. \

6. Armor in fighting infantry, needs the close support of the
infentry soldier, for it'e protection.

7. The Feavy Weapons (ompany rmust meintain contimious close
support of all unite within the batialion and, if at all possible,

each platoon mist mutually support each other.
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