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OPERATICHS CF THE 10let AIRBCRME DIVISICH
IN THE AIRBCENE INVASICK CF THE NETHERLANDS
17 September - 27 September 1944
(REIRELAND CAMPAXGY )

(Fersonsl Farticipation - Battalion Executive

of an Airborne 2A/AT Bettmlion)
INTRCDUCTION

In September 1944 the Allied Armies which hed been making
such rapid progress ﬁfter the breskout at S5t. Lo, were slowly
grinding to & helt along the whole front fecing East agsinst
Germeny. Our war machine was bogging down, becoming partial-“
1y immobilized. The capsbilities for mounting large scale es-
soults were becoming more remote 23 the Armies stretched their
supply lines to the bresking point snd enemy resistance stif-
fened, (1)

Stabllization of our iines wes taking plsce generslly,
from the lst Army's sector in the Azchen area south along the
German border to Metz, Nancy end Epinsl, 2nd when the Belfort
yocket was reduced, south from Epinal to the Swiss frontier.

(See Map A) PFighting zlong this line was chsrzcterized by *
stubborn resistance and limited sdvances. (2)

On the northern flank of our position, the British &nd
Army and Censdian lst Arwy, after having clearsd the coastal
sreas of France snd Belgium and invested the ports of Boulogne,
Calais and Tunkirk, had established s firm bridgehead over the
Escaut Cannl at De Groot Bridge on the road to Findhoven. (3)

Thus, while our trcops hed been eaninently suecesaful in
their operation up to éate, snd haﬁ eccomplished the liberation
of France snd Belgium, the use of badly needed ports was denied
them. Calals, Boulogne snd Dunkirk were &till in enemy hends,
Antwerp, which had fellen to the British XXX Corps on the 4th

of September, was usecless as 2 port while the enemy still oo~

cupied the Scheldt estuary. (4)

(1) 4-3, p.65; (B) A-3, p.66; (B) A-4, p.217; (4) &-5, p.69,
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The plan of action evolved at thieg time was to attack to
the northeast. Resmsons for ohoosing this direction were many.
It was the location of the greast bulk of the Germsn Army. The
flying bomb sresz wpich wes located here could be overrun, end-
ing the mensce to Englend snd preventing the enemy from obtain-
ing propasgandsa value from tslk of "new weapons" whieh might play
a decisive role in the outcome of the wer, Another factor in
favor of the northesstward attack wss the probaoble effset it
would have in opening the port of Antwerp, which wes so hadly
needed if the Allied sdvance into Germeny wes fto resume ite mo-
mentum. The sirfields of Belgium =nd Hollend were also an at-
tractivahprize to be sought. But the most important consider-
ation given to an atteck in this direction was thst the lower
Rhine wae most favoreble =& =n avenue of advence into the hesrt
cf Germasny, especisnlly during the late summer and early autumn
months, The gamble centered mround the enemy's ability to re-
cover from the rapid exploitation which wae intended in this
attack. It was expected that both the Siegfried Line and the
Rhine River would be crossed, and that strong bridgehesds
would be estsblished before the enemy would be able to counter
our thrust with a strong stand st Arnhem. It was at this time
that Field Marshal Kontgomery weg afforded the use of the en-

tire Airborne force. (H)

It wes optimistically hoped that the success of this oper-
ation would prevent the Vieat Wall from playing its role - that
it might become another fixed position with its guns pointed
in the wrong direction. The whole compléxion of the wsr in
the West might change, as & result. &lthough the Germsn fron-

tier snd Siegfried defenses had been pierced =2t & number of

(5) A-3, p.62



proints, the strongest INazi positions had yet to be resched 2and
reduced. Rugged mountains, impenetrable forests »nd the River
Rhine would tend to slow up the Allied sdvence snd tske us in-
to a winter caumpalgn. In the Horth; however, 1f the Rhine
could be crossed, a more favorshle type of battleground would
be made avalleble, in which the Allies' superiority in armor
could be employed most adventsgeously. The oven, rolling coun-
try of northern Cermsny wss rmost inviting!

Out of this situstion and these decisions esme the plan
known as Operatlion Nsrket-Gsrden; s two part plen combining an
Alrborne operation (Merket) which woulf sunplement and sssist
the Ground effort (Gerden].

With the exception of the British 2nd Army, all armies
on the western front were to stop their further sdvence while
gupplies were diverted to the British Znd Army end concentra-
ted for =zn extreme effort. (6)

Operation Narket, the Airborne operstion, was designed
to assist the ground effort by the seizure of the bridges over
the Mass, Wasl &nd the lower ERhine st gzggg, i jmegen snd Arn-
hem, The units involved in this operation were the 82nd Air-
borne Division, the 1Clst sirbbrne Division, the British lst
Airborne Livision and the Polish lst Perachute Brigede, The
capture of these bridges would enable the armor =nd infantry
of the British 2nd Army to esdvence rapidly northwerd from the
generel line of the é}pert end Esceut Censle, on s front as
narrow as possible. The sarmor wéé(fb-cut off retreat of enemy
troops in western Hollsnd, by continuing the sdvance to the
duider Zee,

Cperation Garden had as its axls of sdvence, the rosd

(6} A5, p.71



which ren through Eindhoven, St. Cedenrode, Veghel, Uden, Greve,
liijmegen, Arnhem snd Appeldorn, The British XIX Corps ws=s to
spearheed. the advance with the VIII and XII Corps =dvencing
more slowlﬁ on the flanks.

The following disposition of the Airborne units wss to be
made: The British 1st Airborne livision wes to be dropped far-
thest north in the Arnhem srea, the U.S. &Znd ilrborne Bivi-
aion in the Nijmegen area end the U,S. 1Clst Alrborne Division
in the 3t, Cedenrocde sres north of Eindhoven. UThe 1lst Tolish
Farachute Brigede was to reinforce the efforts of the 1st Bri-
tish Airborne Livision on D+2, (7)

Supplies, smmunition and transport for the job were esti-
mated to be cdeguate if nll went well and stubborn oprosition
were not encountered. <The destruction of the Germsn armies
might very well result from the execution of this bold snd
daring plsn, |

Enemy forces in Hollsnd =t this time were reported to be
withdrewing =zeross the Scheldf estusrry; but eontinued %o hold
both bénks. They were aléo reported to be bringing troops a-
round north of the Escsut Censl to positions in the line fur.
ther esst., They were also meintsining their positions in the
Tuteh ports, with the sim of hempering Allied supply efforte
1f oend when the Allied offensive libernted Follend. These
forces were suppcsed to be besdly depleted, hsving sufferel se-
vere casuslties in the Normendy pocket ond in the retreat =-
cross the Seine, 1t was gesnerslly the opinioﬁ that the troops
in the line of sdvence of the 2nd ®ritish Army would present

no serious threst to thet advence. (&)

{7) A-3, p.67; (8) a4-13, p.l



LIVISIoH FLAN

Previous to this operation, the IOlstlﬁirborne Division
had been slerted for no less than three Airborne operations,
éll of which hsd been csncelled when ground forces reached the
objective before the Airborne operstion could take place,

This, however, wee the real thing, and by 1l September,
plans wers sufficiently sdvanced to get & more general idea of
the psrt the 101lst was to play in this operation. OCn the 15th'%._
September the elements of the Division which were to lend by
parachute and glider were sealed in thelr marsh=lling saress,
where on the 16th of September they were briefed and issued
smmunition, rations, maps end orders., All were ready for take-
off at deylight on the 17th. (9)

As its mission, the 10lst had the tesk of securing the
four highwey and reilway bridges over the Aa River snd the Wil-
leme Vaert Cenal at Veghel, seize the highway bridege over the
Dommel River at St. Qedenrode andlthe bridge over the #¥ilhel-
mina Canal et Zon. 1In addition to this, it had the tssk of
seizing Eindhoven snd the bridge in thet city. These objec-
tives were spresd over a roaé distsnce of 15 miles. (10} (See
Msp B)

Original plans called for the 10lst to drop its units in
seven drop zones near the bridges =nd other objesctives involved,
However, the Division Commender, LMajor General Maxwell L, Taylor,
was doubtful concerning the effectiveness of the Tivislon 1f
1t were to drop in such a dispersed condition, and after a pro-
test to Genersl Browning, the British Commander of the Alrborne
forces, secured approval for the Division to drop in three con-

centrsted sress which were to be used a5 sirhesds from which

(9] Personal inowledge; (10) Personal Lnowledge.

i



the objectives in question could be seized. Eindhoven, mﬁre-
over, became s secondary objective in the time schedule. {11}

It wes decided to employ one parachute regiment in the
Veghel mission, with the remainder of the Division to land con
the foz;'between 3t. Oedenrode and Zon., From this sirhead,
operations could be conducted to the north of 3t. Oedenrode
end slso south to Zon and Eindhoven. The D¢l glider echelon
and resupply flights were to use this airhead also. L.Zs;w
was its designstion on the operstion maps. (12) (See Map B)

TERRAIN

Some word concerning the terrain on which the 101lst would
ovrerate, is in order at this point. In 81l of the area, only
the sand dunes of the ¥ybosch - FTerde area could be s2id to rise
ebove the surrounding terrain. Large meadows end small culti-
vated plots, both lined with rows of poplsrs, dominated the areas.
Small patches of woods dotted the lendscepe. The only forest
which could be classified ss such, extended north of the ¥Wil-
helmine Cansl, between Zon and Best, Many dreinsge ditches in
adédition to the rivers =nd cenals, crisscrossed the szres. The
censls offered the grentest obstacles to movement, being =bout
60 feet wide and-'iggﬁéideep enough to drown.in. MNone of the
rivers in the area @E%é;ﬁdré fhan 25 feet scross. Tenks would
be road-bcund, becsuse they could cross the csnsls only et the
bridges. When they 4id operete off the roads, they were limi-
ted by edditional water berriers snd msrshy ground. The rosd
itselt wes guite sdequste for militsry needs, being constructed
of =sphelt and brick. A4s relasted in the Division Eistory,
"There wes notking wrong with the road. It wes the fight to

keep 1t as s corridoxr that made the men cnll it 'Hell's High-

{11) A-6, p.264; (1l2) Personal Knowledge.
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way'", (See Map B)

PEGIMENTAL KISSICES

In accord, then, with General Teylor's desire for a high-
1y concentrated drop, both the 502nd and 506th Parachute Regi-
mente were dropped in the area northwest of Zon on Drop Zones
B and C respectively. This some area wss sleo to be used for
glider landings. The 5Clst Parachuté Regiment made o separste
drop in the Veghel ares,

The 506th was to seize the bridge over the Wilhelmina
Canel at Zon; from there it was to move on to the éouth, to
take Eindhoven and its highway bridge over the lommel River.

Guarding the L., Z. fell to the lot of the 502nd. It was
also to cspture the bridge at 5t. Oedenrode and be prepared to
assume the defense of Zon, supporting the 506th in ite® southern
move to Eindhoven. Another of its tssks wss to use a company
to selze the road snd railrosd bridges st Best, which flsnked
the zone of responsibility. _

The 501st, from its separste 3{53;5 to the north, was to
capture the highway esnd railway bridges st Veghel which crossed
the Zuid Willems Vaart Conal end the Aa River. (13)

CTERATICUS OF THE DIVISICN
{See Map

The softening up proéess took place on the night of 16-17
Septenber, when the R, A, F. Bomher Commsnd dropped 890 tons
of bombs in the Cperstion NMasrket area, =nd on the morning of
the 17th, when the Eindhoven Airfield received = stunning blow
by six B-17s. (14)

Departing from beses in England on Sunday, the 17th of
September, 424 C-47 transport planes besring the perschute ech-

elon of the Division, flew the socuthern route over Belgium so

| 9



that the minimum smount of time would be spent over enemy-held
territo;y.

Accompanied by Alr Force fighters which flew the escort
end umbrella cover over the drop zones, while others performed
enti-flak patrol missions, the sir srmada errived at its des-
tinetion without serious interference until five minutes from
the DJ-Z. when light flak harassed it. FHowever, all the plones
held their formetion snd the finel run wes made. Between 1300
snd 133C hours, 6,769 men of the Division landed on Dutch soil.
(15)

The 5018t Parachute Infsntry, with two platoons of the
Z26th Airborne Engineer Battslion =ttsched, utilized two drop
zones in its attack on Veghel. The regiment, lesz the lst
Bettelion, from its drof zone 'A', edvenced on the town from
the west. Meeting light opposition, it ked no difficulty in
accomplishing its mission. S¢ routine was its sctlon, that by
1500 heours, it hzd succeeded in esmpturing the four vitel
bridges in snd sround Veghel. The lst Bsttalion, however,
which hed plenned to drop just north of the rsil bridge over
the Csnal, thereby ensbling it % seize the two canel bridges,
getuelly dropped on D, Z. 'A-1', sbout three miles northwest of
that location on the other side of the river., MNoreover, this
battalion met with scesttered eneuy resis%ance a8 1t moved south-
east towsrd the town, snd it was not until 1700 hours thet it
reached Verhel. The enemy hsd offered no organized defense of
the town, so that by dsrk the regiment hed set up its defen-
sive positions =nd was prevared to hold it sgeinst =ny couna
terattack, Hone of the bridges involved kad recelved any da-

mege, end in sdéition, the engineers sterted a second ro=sd

(15) A6, p.268
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bridge across the Willems Vaart Canel, to provide two-wsy
traffie should it become necesssry. (16)

The 502nd Perschute Infentry made its drop on D, 2.—3.
Enemy opposition was non-existent, and by 1500 hours, all its
battelions had completed their assembly and were ready to pro-
ceed on their missions., The 1st Battalion, in moving north to
5t. Oedenrode, encountered determined enemy resistance which
pinned it down temporerily. This wes eventuslly overcome and
the 13t Battalion moved into‘fown, teking its objective, the
bridge over the Dommel Niver, intact. A perimeter defense was
eatablished, and the resctions of the enemy were awalted.

The 3rd Bsttalion dispstched 'H' Company to secure the
highway bridge at Test. Criginally; the Division Commsnder
hed decided that a platoon would be sufficient to perform this
nission, Eowever, the Regimental Commender increased this to
e compsny, st the request of the Zrd Bettalion Commonder. As
it turned out, & task force of faur battelions with stiached
tenzs wes necesssry to accomplish this tesk, sfter three deys
;of hard fishting. This, incidentslly, was & supplementary
%function which wes not included in the mission of the Divi-

;sionl In fact,'wien the Division Commander hed discussed it
:with Generasl Dempsey, the latter had evinced no interest at
81l in the town of Best, since the bridges concerned were not
in the route of XXX Corps. Reslizing the velue of these
bridges s an slternnte route, in the event that the mein rosd
wss interdicted, Genersl Teylor believed thnt they were worth
the effort. (17)
Phe remeinfer of trhe 5(End Pesrachute Regiment went into

Division reserve nesr the town of Zon, where the Division com-

(16) A-2, p.l; (17) A-6€, p.284
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mand post was loested., The rest of the IZrd Bsttelion was dis-
petched to Best at about 1&C0 hours, with orders to secure the
bridge the next morning, vhen reports from 'H' Company indica-
ted that their position was untenshle,

Drop Zone 'C' was sssigned to the 506th Frrachute Infentry
which lmnéed in coupact groups., Assembly was expedlted by the
excellence of the lsnding, =nd by the fact that enemy resis-
tance was most indifferent. Thus the third parachute unit of
the Division had =21lso eschieved the element of surprise in
landing in hostile territory.

The 1st Bettelion hed the mission of moving directly from
the érop zone to seize the mein bridge over the Wilhelmins
Canel a8t Zon. Two other smeller bridges over the Canel were
elso to be tsken if =t all possible. In accordance with plans,
as soon &s the men sppezred et the sssembly polnt, they were
grouped in units of 15 or 2C and moved out gquickly to the south,
under tre direction ¢f =n cfficer. No time was to be lost in
accomplishing the mission mssigned to the 506th, When the Zon
bridge hed been secured, the other elements of the regiment
were to pass through, moving south on Eindhoven.

South of Eindhoven, the British XXX Corps wes to strike
out of 1ts bridgehead st the moment the 506th "Hit the Silk",
The 506th would have the door to Eindhoven open for the Guerds'
armor to pass through on its way north.

The Bndlﬁattalion, after normel ;eorganization, started
down the road toward Zon, followed by Regimental Hesdquarters
Coupany snd the 3rd Battslion. Zon wes aprrosched dy the 2nd
Bettalion without resistsnce of any conseguence. On reaclhing
the outskirts, however, fire from two Germen 88 mm guns was
brought to besr on the lesding elements. 4 rapid msneuver on

12



the psrt of the lesd compsny outflenked the gun positions =nd
they were rapidly knocked out, allowing the 2nd Battalion to
advence without too much delsy.

The lat Bettmlion, too, had encountered resistsnce from
88 mm guns a8 it approached the Canal; but finally overwhelmed
them snd continued its sdvance. When it was sbout 150 yerds
from its objective, the bridge blew up with e deafeéening rosar.
Several men jumped into the Csnal and swem across, while others
found rowhosts. These small groups silenced the émall arms
fire which had heen harsssing the 2nd Battelion from positions
in houses =mcross the Cenal., The 506th had the Csnel crossing;
but it kad no bridge for the British SITOY tec cross on., By the
use of expedients, the regiment masde the crossing, and by mid-
night of the 17th, was in position south of the Canal, hold-
ing ® bridgehead about 2000 ysrds deep., The advencing British
were ndvised of the situastion et Zon, end were requested to
include bridging equipment in the lesding elements of their
spearhesd.

Obviously, the plan of taking Eindhoven by 2000 hours on
the 17th, would have to be readjusted. A night sttack wns con-
sidered; but rejected because of the risk involved, 1t seemed
to the Regimental Commender, Col, Robert F., Sink, on the night
of the 17th, thet the blown bridge =t Zon might seriously sf-
fect the outcome of the complete operation. (18}

But the British hsd run into exceedingly heavy opproeition
south of BEindhoven, and hsd =sdvanced only half way to thet
city when 2 halt for the night was called. Eindhoven, more-
over, was s secondary objective, snd its taking could wait un-

11l the next 2d=zy.

(18) Personsl Enowledge
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At the end of the dey the Division could count 1ts Jjob as
having been well done. All its D-Day objeotives nlong the road
had been secured. %While the blown bridge at Zorn wes annoying
end hsd delayed the cspture of Eindhoven, the overall picture
was favorable, and Cperation Garden wes not jeopardized, True,
the 60&nd was hsving difficulties at Best; but thet did not af-
fect the main effort., The axis of advance of XXX Corps was in
the hands of the Division. {19)

On the 16th of September, conditions in the Division ares
were-quite routine except for the fighting at Best snd south
of Zon. The 50lst and the 502nd continued in defense of their
regpective towns znd repulsed seversl light attacke; but it wss
evident that no strenuous sttempt wes being made on the part of
the enemy, to recspture Veghel and 3t. Cedenrode,

%hile the fighting at Begt wes severe snd did require a
larger force then was originslly considered necessary, its ef-
fect on the oversll plan of the Division was not considered de-
cisive. Therefore, we shall not consider it in this_monograph;
but ghell concern ourselves with thé main.effort of the ﬁivi—
sion, nsmely, to seize and hold within its srea of responsibili-
ty, the axis of advence for the British XXX Corps. Cther di-
versionary sctions of the Division will likewise be slighted in
our attempt to concentrste on the mofe decisive actions.

The 506th Ferachute Infantry continued its sdvance on Eind-
hoven as socon as it was light enough to see. The 3rd Battalion,
which was the lesding element in the advence, eventuslly was
forced to halt about one mile north of the city, by determined
eneny resistance which was concentrated around 88 mm guns #nd

morters. A wide eanvelopment to the ezst of the city was started

(19} A-2, p.l
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by the 2nd Bsttslion which in turn deteiled & compony to knock
cut the resistance which wes holding up the 3rd Bettrlion, asg the
flanking move wes initisted. This compeny wes successful in
destroying the 88s which hsd prevented the sdvence of the Zrd
Battelion. Veanwhile, the rest of the flanking force contin.
uet into town. By 1200 hours, enemy resistesnce was elimins-
ted as the two columns Joined in the town. Cleéning up ss it
moved, the 5C6th then mede conteet with the mesin British for-
ces south of the city, st 190C hours., V¥hen night fell, the
regiment had the entire city in 1ts control, =nd strongly de-
fended the bridge which weos the msin objective. (20)

The entire rosd had been opened within the Division see-
tor, and now the tanks were resdy to roll, Bridging equlpment
brought forwsrd by the British wsg put into place ét Zon, &nd
on the morning of the 19th, thirty-six hours hehind schredule,
the Guerrde Armored Division thundered across the bridge =nd
moved on its way to Il jmegen snd Arnhem. The Division was now
confronted with the problem of kxeeping the corridor open.

The I'iviesion hsd been functioning up to this time without
artillery support and with very mesger trensyportation feecili-
ties. This was now remedied, somevhat, by the srrivel of par-
tisl glider 1lifts on the 18th =nd 19th of September, which
brought in the 3&7th Glider Infentry, two Field Artillery Bat-
telions snd sn Anti-tsnk Battolion with & pounder puns., The
service units of the Division snd vehicles of the perachkute
regiments also errived. Tue, however, to fog =nd sdverse wea-
ther conditions, many of the gliders which took off from Eng-
land failed to make the L. Z.. The AT Batt=alion, for exsmple,

could mecount for only 47 gliders out of the &1 which had teken

{20) A-6, p.Z06.
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off. Ten of its twenty-four AT guns were missing, &8 well as
3evénteen of ite thirty-nine querter-ton truecks. All of the
other unites to arrive during this period were likewise affected.
(21) |

After a decisive victory at Best, things were relatively

guiet in the Livision srea., ©{n the 20th of September, the 501st
wes still in possession of .Veghel, the 502nd hed closed into the

3t. Cedenrode sren completely, leaving the 327th to tske c=z=re

of Zon snd the immediate vicinity, while the 5CO6th stood guard

over Eindhoven.

A tank - infentry attack on the bridge at Zon was ~ttempted
by the enenmy, and internittent fighting took plece in this srea
most of the day.

The 1st Battslion of the 506tk essisted elements of the
527th Infentry in repelling an attack by the 1C7th Panzer Bri-
gade, early in the morning of the 20th. This battzlion had
moved north from Eindhoven during the night., The Znd Battalion
of the E506th mttacked the enemy rear, riding tsnks of the 15/19
Huseers, and effectively broke up his attsck, causing him to
withdraw. At 1200 hours on the 2lst, conteet with the enemy
force wos lost, The Belley Bridge at Zon remsined intsct, and
tke advence of the British forces was not impeded. INo further
attempts were made to sever the exis of sadvence at this point.
(22)

Since it would be excellent strategy on the part of the
German forces to attempt to cut the rosd nesr the base of the
corridor, so thst the British snd Auericans at the north end
could be derlt with more leisurely, the Digision was prepared

for such attacks in 1its ares. But sinece the stretch of rosd

(21) Personsl Xnowleige; (22) Personsl Knowledge.
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it wes responsible for, extended over at least 16 miles, it was
obviously impossidle to guard the road adequately at sll points.
(23)

On the 22nd of September, the Division rushed the 506th
Infentry to the town of Uden which had been left enguarded, Ine
formation.from the Dutch Underground indicate@ that a Germen
attack would probebly tske plsce in this area,

The 5015t still occupied Veghel, the 502nd wes in control
of the St. Oedenrode area esnd the 327th was 8ti1l in the Zon
L. 2. gres.

At sbout 1000 hours, the sdvance detachment of the EC6th
passed through the town of Veghel, riding trucks of every de-
geription., This element of the regiment consisted of the Regi-
mentel Executive Officer, Lt. Col. Cherles Chase, Regimental
Sesdquarters Comgany and s plstoon from the £nd Bsttalion. 3Soon
after it passed, m determined effort by the enemy from the south-
easf, cut the rosd just north of Veghel, lesving this detach-
ment isolsted in the town of Uden., (24)

The German units identified in this fighting were the 1C7th
Penzer snd the 280%h Asesult Gun Brigedes, orgenized into a com-
bat team. It hnd been part of the 107th Benzer Brignde which -
hed made the unsuccessful stteck on the Zon bridge. Evidently
the enemy had moved from the Zon ares to the town of Erp, where
it had reorgenized for this attack. It wes estimated thet three
battalions of S5 trcops, supported by thirty to forty tenks snd
artillery, were also in this stteck. It was obvious that this
wes to be a2 concentrated effort to cut the all importent sup-
ply line to the north, (25)

At this time Genersl Kciuliffe wes plsced in cowmasnd of

(£2) -6, p.552; (24) A-2, P.Z; (2B) A=, p.4.
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ell troops in the ares, in order to orgsnize them for the de-
fense of the town and its four briéges.

The 2nd Bettalion of the 50lat was teking the brunt of
the s2ttack on the Veghel - Erp rosgd, when the 2nd Battazlion
of the 506%h arrived in Veghel on its wery to Uden. It was im-
medintely rushed out the Uden road, to meet the =ttack which
wos trying to bypacs the resistence offered by the 501lst on
the Erp road. However, the attack kept sliding sround to the
left flank of the 506th Battalion, and it rspidly became evi-
dent that additicnal troops would be néeded. These were oh-
tained from the 327th Infantry which wes enroute to Veghel,
having been ordered to proceed to that town the night before,
in enticivetion of just such an event. The 3rd Battalion of
the 3£7th rapidly procesied northward and went into positibn
to the left of the 506th Bsttelion., With the =2id of B Bﬁttery-
from the Anti-Tenk Battslion, wkich knockeﬁ.out the lesd MK V
tank of the attacking forces, the attack wes eventually con-
teined and finelly repulsed by dark., The enemy forces were
still across the road; but the atteck on VTeghel from the north
and south had been driven off. {26}

A coordinzted s2ttack from the west slso threatened Veghel
and its bridges at adbout 1400 hours on the ssme desy. West of
the roed there were many groups of Germens attempting to reach
the homelsnd elther by crossing directly to the esst, or mov-
ing north of Arnhem, Some of these hed organized into a sem-
blance of a»fighting outfit and were now moving agninst Veghel
sgtrife the Willems Vaert Cansl, attempting to seize the high-
way bridge southwest of town. This ettzck wes besten off, after

having progressed to within 500 yerds of the bridge, by employ-

(26) A-6, p.356
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ing 81l svsileble units which could be gpared from the fighting
north snd east of town,

Another attack from the north, pointed at the reilroed
bridge over the River Aa, was likewise halted short of its ob-
jective,

The fighting during the dsy had been exceedingly confused.
Units had been coummitted to action plecemezl, as they were s-
vailasble snd =8 the need required, It was en improvised de-
fense; but it succeeded even though the enemy srtillery had se-
verely punished the town and its enviromns, Continusl probing
of the perimeter had teken plsce; but =zs resistance increcsed
in =11 sectors where the Gernons sttempted penetraticns, their
asszults diminished and finally ceansed altogether by dark,

The task of the Division wes cut out for it on the morn-
ing of the 23rd; - the road to the north had to be opened. It
wage clogged, south of Veghel, with vehicles that had no place
to go. Thig became the task of the £nd and 3rd Battslions of
the 506th Infentry. These two battelions set out sstride the
road at 1500 hours, after s dsy of attaock =nd counterattack &-
round the town.

The plan cszlled for a British srmored brigsde to move
gouth from Eijmegen, advance on Veghel from Uden simultaneous-
1y with the advance of the 506th elements, and clesr the ros=d
for resumption of trsffic, That done, the armored brigsde was
to strike sharply to the south and cut off the route of escape
for the enemy, at Erp. (27)

The first pert of the plen worked extremely well, for the
506th Battelion, after advancing about 2000 yards sgainst in-

different resistsnce, mede contect with the Grensdier Guerds,

{(27) A-2, p.4
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Eowever, the srmored units 4id not cerry out their part of
the plsn briskly enough, and the opportunity to destroy these
Germen forces which had been harassing the lDivision for the
past several days, was lost as darkness intervened and contact
was broken. (28]

Juring the day, the last glider serial had arrived in the
aon aréa, bringing snother field ertillery battelion end rem-
nants of the 727th Glider Infantry.

The seaborne echelon of the Division also arrived on the
22nd and 23rd of September, This consisted chiefly of motor
vehicles and three batteries of 5C cal. anti-sireraft guns from
the AA/AT Battalion. The consolidastion of the Division wes
now completed, =nd permitted normsl sttrchments =nd combat team
organization after six dsys of improviestion and expedients.

On the 24th, after s detailed reconnsisssance of the ares,
it was determined that the countryside around Veghel wss clesar
of enemy. Apparently he hed made good his withdrawal to the
southesst.

The disposition of the Livision was a3 follows:

a) The 5C6tk Infantry, with the 221st F.A. and "B
Battery of the Anti~Tank Battalion was dispmntched
to Uden to sssume the defense of thet ares.

b) The 502nd Infantry was responsible for the St.
Cedenrode =rea, with the 277th F.4., Battalion in
direct support, and Battery 'C' of the inti-Tank
Battzlion asttached,

c) The Division Commend Post was at Veghel, =2nd the
Division service erea remsined beck in the lsnding

area at Zon.

(28) A-2, p.5
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it ebout 1000 hours the enemy plans for the dsy were di-
vulged by & series of probing attescke directed sgainst the H0lst
positions, as his forces moved from Schijndel to Xoevering,
seeking the gap between the 50lst =znd the 50Znd to the south.

Two companies of ths 502nd moved out of St. Oedenrode northk
to Koevering, in order to intercept this force which wss esti-
mated to be ebout forty infantrymen supported by two tanks.

When the two compsnies arrived in Koevering, the enemy force
was almost there, Upable to prevent the force from cutting the
road northwest of the town, Jjust before dark these two com-
panies‘set up a defense of Xoevering., During the night, enemy
forces, later identified 23 elements of the 1lst and 6th Pars-
chute Regimente and the Hermann Goering Regiment, built up their
strength in this gap between the 501st =nd 502nd., Tanks, self-
propelled arfillery and infantry widened the salient which was
covered with fire from the 90%th =nd 377th F.A, Battelions, By
morning, however, the enemy force was sstride the roasd in
strength, and communication north of Koevering was severed. (29)

Turing the night, the 506th Combat Team wss ordered to re-
turn to Veghel from the Uden ares in order to attack to the
south and clesr the rosad.

At about 0915, the S506th, with & squadron of the 44th Royal
Tank Regiment in support, moved into attsck sgalnst the selient,
with the 3rd Bettalion to the left of the road and the lst 3Bat-
talion to the right. The 2nd Battslion wes 1n reserve,

After progressing quité rapidly for sbout 2000 yerds, the
attack lost its momentum in the face of punishing artillery fire
end fire from dug-in tanks. A continuation of the =zttack to the

front was impossible, so the 2nd Battalion wes ordered to make

(29) Fersonsl Xnowlecge
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8 wide envelopment to the easgt of the road, supported by the
Hoyal Tank Squadron.

The British 5Cth Divislon, supported by strong ermored
forces, wag also moving up from the south in a sweep to the
right of the road.

These two forces made contact at about 2000 hourg, snd
succeeded in containing the enemy sslient, reducing it to just
g smell ares south of the rosd, when the sttack helted for the
night.

The b{6th continued the attacek at firat light in the morn-
ing of the 26th, 2nd hod cleared the road of enemy by 0900,
making contset with the 501st Infsntry on the right,

The 3ritish forces continued to attrck to the north, =nd
a9 they =dvanced, the 506th Infantry was eventually pinched
out of the thrust.

That sfternoon the 506th returned to the Uden sresa, while
the remsinder of the Division maintsined its position slong the
highway. (30}

The roed which had been cut for 36 hours, hesring no traf-
fic at 81l on the 25th of September, was once more open to the
troops, srmor and supplies moving to the north. |

This msrked the last attempt on the psrt of the enemy to
choke off this vital comrunications route, and the Divielon was
thereafter adble to settle down to =2 more routine type of warfare

until it was moved north to the Arnhem ares. {31)

{30) Personal Knowlelge; (%1} Personel Knowledge.
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ANALYSES AND CRITICISM

The aspects of this operation which warrant consideration
are concerned chiefly with the results derived from Cperation
karket - Garden iteself, sinece the Division's sctlons were 8o
intimetely & part 0f this l=rger plen.

Field Marshsl Kontgomery, in his book, "Normandy to the
Bsltie™, has declzred that the Operation Merket - Gerden was
90% sucoesaful. Even though it failed to achieve the desired
results, 1t left the Alliee in possession of crossings over
four major water obatacles,

Eowever, 1t seems to this writer, that these objectives
lost their importance when the vital crossing over the Heder
Khine was not secured.

The surprise end shock action gained by the use of Alr-
borne troops was not exploited sgressively enough. An opersa-
tion of this kind should not be attempted without the =asurance

thet the full weight of the conventional forces would be exer-
ted in developing and consolldating the initiel triumphs of
the Alrborne units.

It is aﬂmitted thet this overetion did provide the Allles
with some mdvanteges in thet it ensbled the Scheldt estusry to
be cleared more rapidly than it otherwise would have beern, It
also libersted s lerge port of Follend which was to play such
en impertant part in the sttack aseross the Khine the following
¥srch. |

Exsmining the sctions of the 10lst Airborne Division, it
is apparent that only the tremendous flexibility of sn Airborne
division ensbled it to perform =8 brilliantly as it did. Since
thig cheracteristic flexibility is derived from the nature of
its initiel employment, the reguirements of the situation pre-
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sented no insurmcunteble obstscles, Battalions moved about

within the Division srea just as s Company Commander would em-

.ploy his plstoons. At times the defense had sn sir of expe-
}aiency sbout it, as reserves were rushed +to contain s threst
and a new reserve was conetituted from other sources not imme-

.fﬁiately threnterned, When three battslions sre on line snd each

is from =» different regiment, a3 they were in the defense of
Veghel on 22 September, I believe the matter of flexibility of
commsnd snd flexibility of plen sre readily demonstrated.

Another factor effecting the speed with which the Iiivision
secured its objective, wes the proximity of the drop zones to
the objectives. It is very desirable to heve the drop zone =as
elose a8 1t is physlically possible, Boe that units do not have
tc fight their way over long stretches of terrszin in order to
secure these objsctives.

In selzing the bridge at Zon, it is poasible that a plan
providing for & drop on both sides of the bridge msy have besn
more effective, since it would hrve prevented the defending
force from presentiné g gtrong front in aeny ore direction.

The leck of sttillery suprort seriously hempered the Di-
visior during the first few dsys. It is very probsble thst if

prtillery h=d beer sveilsbtle on D-Dsy, the resistence at Best

would not have required the employment of so much strength

which could heve heen utilized elsewhere spd more profitebly.
Artillery support for the 5C6th, in its advence on Eindhoven,
would slso have ensbled 1t to accomplish that misgion more rspid-
1y, 2

The ssme reasoning spplies to snti-tank pung. Their need
was aptly drematized on 19 September when they were rusted to

the Zon bridge immedistely efter landing on L.%,-W, =»nd very
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effectively broke up 8 tank threst agminst that bridgehesd,

The lack of both artillery and anti-tank weapons in the
initisl 1ift wes due to the fact thet only s certein number
of sirocrsft were essigned to the Division, sand it wes a com-
mend decision to omit these unifs'in favor of inereased num-
bers of parschute personnel,

Another faetor which contributed to the success of the
Livieion was the decislon to make this 2 daylight drop. This
waee instrumental in schieving compaet and ascourste drop pst-
terns on the whole, The Division wss =lso able to enter the
cperation with the minimum of preparstion, whereas a full dress
rehearsal would probabiy have been regquired if it had been a
night drop such'as the one in liormandy. Daylight drops sim-
plify the problems confronting the Air Force in mershsalling,
and the Alirborne in assembly, However, it is apparent thet we
must possess 2ir superiority in order to carry cut this type
of drop without haragsment.

From the enemy standpoint, it would appear thet s deter-
mined snti-airborne defense would have had excellent chances
for success in the early stnges of the operation. This was es-
pecizlly true since the schedule of the ground troops designs-
ted to meke contsct with the Airborne, was so badly disrupted
in the first two dsys. It is quite probsble that this opera-
tion would have been & dismal failure if it had been deslt with
with more dsring and boldness on the part of the enemy. He com-
mitted hie forces in piecemeal feshion =nd in most cases 1ln
limited attascke, so that the Division wass able to confrqnt his

efforts with superior counter-efforts,
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LESSONS
Some of the lessons which were derived from s study of
this opersticn are:
1. Anti-tank =snd artillery ®eapons s should be in the
initial 1ifgih;chAirborne operation, and aircraft ahould be
made aVailable for t is purpose.

Z. baylight drops cnable an Airborne Diviaion to oper-

et i e R i S G i el iy R e e

ate more efficiently, on lanaing. ”hey are esPGcially effec~
Mtivc when the enemy is on the run and we possess mir superior-

1ty.

ini e R e

e Flexibility of command and flexibility of plan are
necesgary elements if sn Airborne operstion 1s to succeed.
7“WMA74.'W' Drop Zones of Airborne units must be =s close to

intended objectives a8 it is possible to get without digpersing

the units over too much terrain.

5. Airborne units should not be used unless they ecan

[ata T IR R

be supported adequately by Air nnd Ground forcal.

e T

6. When Alrborne troops are. nsgii_ﬂnsm W&Jam nature of
gd:;’ the operstion ls an agressive one; therefore this ngressive
! LI N Mwu Mcﬁ A A et i T s ] -

quellity should be developed by any ground forces which are
operating with the Alrborne troops, and sn all-out offensive
which will definitely sccompliish the mission, must be main-
tained,

7 Anti-airborne deiensa shonld provide for s rapld

S

commitment cf the atrcngest possible force in & determined

counterattack designed tc annihilate and destroy the gttack-

A v e g

R e

ing force before it is eble to essemble snd consolidate its

geing.
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