General Subjectz Section
ACADEMIC DRPARTMENT
THE INFANTRY SCHCOL
Fort Benning, Georgia
o —— st o, [ =%
ADVANCED INFANTRY OFFICENS CCURSE
1958 ~ 1940
THE OPEIATICNS OF A GUERRILLA COMFANY
(0S8 DREY 101) AT .I,-;’L‘!L'EKS_lt.t‘Fu'K'_a RURMA
6 HAY ~ 12 Y 1945
(CENTRAL BURHMA CAMPAIGN)
{Personal Ixperisnce of a Company Commander)
Type ol operailici desoiibeds OURARILLA CUMrany 1
“HE DEFENSE
Captain Hale H. ¥night, Tnfantry
AUPLRCID DIFAITRY UFTISEAS JLASS e 2

TTHTIRR  ARE DIV PSS TE TSt Al BN e N TR A B il St Y A Y alie S, v B St Wrnm it il ok S I A BB L e R

Tk

T . LN S



T R e T . L A 1 S

[ 3

mex .l.l‘-l'..O'.l'--I.Q.oc.uctl-ﬁn-‘-qoa;lesotloltiioltnil

mblicgrayw ...‘...ﬁ.‘.l"!I'...'...'".........I.......'

Iﬁtmduntiion tll"'.'..l'......l..tQ...tl....l'..l.l....“i

wow N

The Dﬂtﬂﬂh”nt Situlﬁ.on PUGPEP IS EARUTENITIERRORNGEETOESP

- e e e e om .;::% ::":":':’-il- SIRLALIGH sigsassigeniditar s e sats o Tad -_'!_:._..:_ - -
T}-- lst Battg-li.n Sitv“.-tion .il.i.'.l..l.'...ll....'...." lo
T?ﬁ Caﬂ;.‘any i-’? Derma. .‘l..'l.’f".'i......I.“........l. 11
Amysismcriticisl I.O..I..C--....i'C.‘II.'...I....... 15
T v ) 16
ISBOONT scessvifittreantasssesrstsgascnsrsssndessnneassnny
¥ap A - Jepanese Advancs in Burma
Map B -~ Wingates Action
Hap C - Japaness ittack at Imphal (\JAP -
- - H/I.S-c')‘
Map U - Battallon Losatlons /
Map E - Company &t Lawksawi
m{:‘ﬁ-"“ﬁ:.‘ o - - -
= T LTI e S sy o '-__, — L e I
' T T T e A AR
I e m—m—— o P A JUSSPURE R RN R
maniatait B e e s i P [Py
n - T 2 T,

T —— R T S — -




T A e e - . ;.

BIBLICGRAPHY

A<l OCperation of Merrills Marauders {Feb 1944 to Mar 104L)
Merrills Marauders (TIS Library)

A-2 Operatiocn of Mars Task Force {Pso 1944 to Apr 1945)
Kirsmen in Purms
By John Randolph (TIS Library)

A~3 Operation of Wingates Raiders (Mar 1943 to May 1943)

e R TEL [~ S PR

- .
T = T oy
iyt < o oo D PITR e

By Charles J, Mo""("ris Library)

A=~l, Wingates Fhantom Army
By W. G, Burchett (TiS Library)

A-5 Retreat MWih Stilwell
By Jaock Beiden (TIS Library)

'™

\
LY -
A-6 Campaign in Burma (TIS Library)

A=T7 T¥rath in Burms
By Fred Eldridge (TIS Library)

A=-# Foreign Heviews ,.
Military Review Feb 1946 (TIS Library)

3.0 Cladaws ~f O fath faerm
* e hw\-w R B R e o

Journal of Royal United Service Institute, Hov 1946
(TiIs iibrary)

A-10 Guerrilla Operations in Northern Burma
By Lt Cul W. R. Tesrs
Military Review, June 1948 {TIS Litrary)

A=-1ld Guerridls Uperaticans in Horthern Burms
By Lt Col W. R. Peers 7
Militery Review, Juiy 1948 (TIS Library;

A<12 Letter of Commendation by Colonel) John G. Counghlin,
085 TR Theatre, APO 432, dated 1 Julv 194K

{ Parsonkl ?ﬂii
A-13 Aotion in the East by O, D. Gallagher
A-14 Ten Kventful Yesrs

Poawnm) nrnadd o OulédanndAa nacea ?Qﬁ-?ﬁ\

T B R W ke e — oy -——

W L e AT e . "'"W""‘“""" L SR By . et NS

.- e by st et W e A LR L . - "
T e U I -y VSR .. -w:_. - T Y TION . NRERE S A b e kot - AT b el s s -
e i - RO e LA ) il e RS e e e e ]

- - - = SAEPAS ar e T s o0 4 s WV
™ y et R i o ST PLL R Y LR

KTl » .. T a - -' . " -~ S e W
TSt 2 BN Bt BN RN BR Aa e e bl e i Sl Sl PRt 2 e . L e




Ay PRI ‘,".,.- TP - C e e
AL e eh et e b -H. Fl -.-Im.l.n i -“-.u.

| AN inp UkFREos (Wil AUL Oub B itmuiﬁu
mw 6 “" 1: ey 1;“; . — rihr t vmm a age .+ miemm.gn s 4er 8 rae e

.. [Pempazigl Riperience of a Company Commander)

ANTRONICTION

This monograph covers the operations of a guerrilla ocompany of
the 1lst Battallion in action during the pericd 6 Hay -~ 12 May 2945,
3ince the Burma theatre was one of the least active, aa far

A% American forcss were concerned, it rill probabl.v be a diat:lnat

i 1.
- ™

~advaniZyge to the reader if a ratuer bric.f :I.ntmdv.ct.icn of tho cnt.ira
Burma Campaign be cutlined herein. The ccmbat operations in Burma
aciuslly conducted by Amsricans in foree were for g1l practical purposes
three, These were: (1) the 530?£h Composit e Group, consisiirng of 2997

- -t

viiicers and men, more popuiariy cailed Merriiis sarauders: {Z) the

\

Mars Task Force and (3) 085S Det 10l. This does not mean to diastract
from such personnel who operated with the Enrincers, Chinese, or British

Unite of which there were many,

The initial Jaranase attank of Burma commenced in Dacember 1541

for by this time the Japanese forces had cvarrun ail of the Halay
Peninsula and parts of southsrn Burma. (See Map A)

The City of Houlmein fell to tw Jap Divisicns on % Jenuary
i3z, (1; Trow thls pelal on e laken veslétencs was offersd by forces
sompoasd of Britieh, Indian, Burmese, RAF snd AVR, It was not teken hy
any means for those involved, considering the squipmamt available to
them, BPurms was 2imnly & militere hack water which ‘mp amnlovine 1914~
18 taotics without any trained leaders agalnst two highly trained modern
Japaness Divisions. Despite this it took aix weeks before Rangoon fell
to the Japanese. {(2) Aftar the fall of Rangoon on 8 March 1942 the

reutls of Japanese progress extendsd in two directions, One Jap division
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continued up Vie oitleng Riv‘ar- Where it nax u‘.rw_h LILIEELL lirdiUong

Ttttk Ris Chinewe rories Lo prviecsd Lhe Hirms Doidowhile-thcs otkem. .
division advanesd up iie Irrawaddy in purcudt of ths Indisn and Burmaess
fornam. On 2 April Toungoo on the Sittang River and Prome or the
Irrawaddy River had fallen to the Japanese. These actions hardly slowe
the Japanese advance snd on i May 1942 the Fort of Akyad wis captursd,
This completed the evacuation of southern Burma, (3)

A third Japaness force consisting of %wo divisions whinch had
landed at Rangoon on 12 April 1942 were advsncing throush ithw Shan
States to attack Lashio thue flanking Mandalay which waa avacuated DY
Chinese defenders on 1 May 1942. (4) After the fall of Lashic this

force pushed on up the Salween into the Chinese province of Yunnan.

Yoo fhie NMemdl Mamd oot Ooed cee Lo | PP nsd mmah mmben T o s
il LI LT Wl VRISV ThE MWLRE WAD Y OPOMIWWS L GO FAULW AW Mo s

Irrawaddy almost &8 far as Ft Hertz and on the West had captured Xaleowma
on the Chindwin Biver. This action ceasad due to the arrival of the
monscon season which means upwards of 20 inches of rain durins the

parind Fume to Saptembar and a8 aan he very readily seen would certainl

P e

impede any operation whether it be mechanized as was t e EZurcpean theal
or restricted to foot troops as nearly the aitiro Burma Campaign was.

is soon as the monscon had ceased Japanese advince agaln was undertaken
The Japansse Forges in ihw Akyau arsa bosams very antiva in Cctcber 194
and pushad northwest from Akysh toward Benzal. Hors the British counie
attacked but mot in sufficlent force, therefors were unable to hold amd
Porcad Lo =tthdwaw, In Pehruary 1943 the Japansie were closing in on

Sumprebum thus threatening to scapisis iis sntirs semnation of North
Burme and destruction of the British led Kachin and Ghurka Levies. {53

3y
+y

'

At this tiwe the Japansss heid all of Burmk Wt & Is®

wiie

wil} tracts, swemp, and jungle on the North snd VWest of Burma. This
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 position bolstered tnu VEpansLs NIzt tn saveral wavs; its flank was
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protected from the Weat, they had Susoseded in severing the land supply
route to China, and last but far from least they had added the rieh
Ratural resources of Burme to their own. (8)

In Spring of 1943 the allies tired of being on the defense
assumed the role of the sggressor by launshing & diversion foree oca'led
Wingates raiders. (See Map B) This force was somposed of Ghurka,
British, and Indian troope. They advaneed from the Chindwin River
S Matensa nf 1_0007_-‘1_.'!._-_-_. ﬂai.r miro
action can be suzmsrized by theip commander, General Wingate, when he
sald, "the vulnarabie ertery iz the lim of communic ation winding through

,

the jungies. (7, Bused on this Sirsiegy nnd vary Ltho ‘n"'-?-ﬁ‘ trzining

tala

Wingates foree struok the Myitkyins, Mandalay railway =s their prizmary
objective putting it out of Cperation for a four-week period and also
savarsd and anneyed the entira Nosihwrn Japanesé forces linea of eom-
munication, After operating alcng these lines of action for a six-weasi
period ths forse broke up and by individual amaii ETOUPs ali aads Lheir
way back to India. This action Proved ons thing to the allies that the
Japanese wers not supcrmen in Liie Jungie and with untts Froperly trained
the Jananese ocould earily be coped with.

7hen Wingstes fo:oé had Saen Foven a siconss 1t inspired the
foraation in August 1943 of the First Air Commande Fuirse uader Colomad
Philip Cockran to support any future p;nliolin; opsrations, (8)
In order ﬁhnt this air grows wuld not bé idls & slaflar bt iaveer foree
e Fingates w=s= formed c2lled Hereills Murauders. This force was to be
mria nn af A.orim Jungle trained soldiers who ouls voluntesr and was

formed by sush men frem the Scuthwest Facific wmd Carilbassn Defense
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Chinese Divisions on an advance down the Hukawng vdlqto .wtnro
Eritkyina. A% the same time General Seilwell was starting his drive,
twe Rritish Divisions wers starting down the Arskan front bit were
izmediately oonfrentad with a Japansss force attemriing a drive north-
ward inte India, At this time there wers f{ive Jup Divisions along the
border of India: 55th in the Akyadb area, the 15th, Jlst, md 33rd wm.w
in the Chin hills organized for a strong of fensive, and the 18th ready

IOF &iF SOVanuS ITUR Adumam, Ii 4o nornenes 1LNAT the IOrge WlEn ® nLactea

B L = - —

[ 11

reserve while their main furce was Laking Imphal. In March 194k a
Japansse force of 100,000 crossad the Chindwin River (%es Map C) and
atruck thair main biow at Amphai and Aolima, The 3ritich had foresesn
this action and had ordered their cutlying division to withdraw to
I=phal which he had preparsd &g 4 jJungle Stalingrad. However the speed
of the Japanese atieck had not béen Iuresssan and shen Igihel waz hit toe
city was manned by 3,000 British, this force hald on for thres weeka
until relisved by the 33rq Indian Corpe,

After three months of fighting the ssige at Imphal was broken. (9)
The Japrlud #ufferad a sevare Slow, 50,000 killed, which was as much a
turning point in his muecess in Burms as it would have been to the
allied cause ir he had buen Saccessful., If his attack had been suscessful
he would have sahisved the falloging: Forced Gempral Stilweil 1o with-
draw tor proteat I.adc &nd swooeaded in capturing tne assum aisiiells

which would severe the sir 1irt baser to China. It can be easily sean
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fighting, the British had followed up their advantage and by the last
of Auzust tie lest Japanese had bosn forced fiva india and the British
nad fought back to the Chindwin.

By oarly 1945 the Mars Task Force had continued from where the
Marauders had stopped and sucoeeded in opening the Burma Road by
securing Namkpakka, The British were on the iandalay plains ¢n the
western bank of the Irrawaddy. Here the Japanese centralized their
force to meet the British Af.ﬁck. However th:wﬁ;g.tish marched 200
miles south and instesd of striking at Mandalay proper struck the
“renesa at eiktila, Cn the 20ih darch Mandalay fell,

Thronghout the entipe Burma Campaign, ¢
Japaness# had been laid by Japanese inspirad £3ifth eoluwn acti ivities,
These activitics began 4in 1341 priur to the attack of Burma. In 1912
30 Burmese went to Japan and at the time of the Invaslon returned to
act as interpreters and guid:s., The initial Japanese successes coupled

'nith the fifth column antivi+iaee o+ Witws 30 Jupauese trained Burmese

encouraged large numbers to join the Japanese cause,.

The initial plan of the Japansse invaders wus to moic Durea &
Puppet state in ailiance with Japan, (10} ity ike pro dapanese
Surmess this was nui diffiouit, A Burma Rational Army was organized,

a Donstituiion and a naw governsent wers set up. Awmst 3, 1253, Burms
was daeclared indapendent snd daclared war on ithe alijea whila afonino
an =1l3snes with Jacan,

Generals Stilwell and Donevan quick o ses Lhe huge advant age
#uch an orgsnization would be to any invading forces saizaed nnon the
22 of retallsilng wiith a similar force. It was not 4ifficult to

- - ~1%
OCale such people. In northaramost, Burma w2 g hill trihs oollen
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0scsuse of their hatred for the Burmess who had turned pro Jap.
Their resistanoce had not been organized bk was definit aly there.
ALl that remeined to dc was organize, lead, aud sSupnly ihese XKachine.
It was not necessary tc teach them the Jungle, the tactics or any
siviiar requiremsnts such a force of Americans might need. The
tactics wculd be the same as hunting a game 1 t.rn.i.l siaply lie in

- [ - w- e om -~ — - L e - oy L R — N e pn a
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Swbiah ned lesbasad of siihiilig Lhe xess loave it 11@ and 100k for

more el sewhare. The big picture called for all of these activities

to be closaly coordinated with any military opsrations either existing
or future. (11) Such an allied orgenization was formed erd desimated

- ~., o

OUE Det 101. This wss 3n Barly 1942 ardd monsisted of 20 officere and

enlisted men. Later tliis organization expanded until at the end of

hostilities numbered spproximstely 750 officers and enlisted men.
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the words of Colonel John . Coughlin "a mission which has no precedent
in cur history.® (12)
In the verly part of 1942 the cperations entersd into by Det
101 ware purely experimental and of nc largs scale. The first operation
tonaisted of dropping natives into Burme south of Myitkyina. This
group split into two groups, one group planting charges on the railwy

and “ne seoond group Xlowing the raiiroad bridge across ihe Namicwin
Biver. Doll givups smismged Lo evade L6 Jeps ahd amrchsd ot 4o
Hertz succesaful and not too much the worse for wear,

Durine this period a hase was establishad at Neumla in the

2

trisnelas ares ialarssted primsrily in intellisence and emall harmasine

operations. Both missions were highly micossaful snd served as a basia

for futura onaraldonz. Thage sams taotica. irtelilicence scaiing. ambush.

i
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communications proved hizhly effective throughout the eampal g and
resoched thair peak during the peried August - December 1944, at which
s tie wnit conmisted of Approdmataly 10,000 guerriila troops

(13) .

The upcnﬁiom of Dot.‘ lﬂ;l. Were supposed t¢ hovae szocal am Simen
&8 the Stitwel) Poga noa Deen secured by the combat troope, Aa‘:ocn
to be shipped to China immediately, This 1left Uet 101 in a precarious
posiiion, since most of the guerrilla trvops were by this time many
Zilss Jrum home and had been promised that as soon as Lashic had been
taken they were free to return to their homss, bul were now the only
troops available to NCAC to further seaure the Burss Road, High Powered
resnlistment programs followed, those still desiring to return home
were discharged and fiown as ReAr their home 23 coualile miiie the 1500
desiring to cortinue Were supplemented by Kerens, Ghurka, Shan and
Chinese troops and undertook the mission Qanera) Sgiian had crdered,
which was to further securs the Burma Road by taking the Taunggyi -
Xentungz Road and olaswi Ng 5t aiea of ali Japanese troops. This action
%28 sSpearheaded by the 2nd Battaliog whose iniiia) move waR to Lodlem,
This was in Apri) 1918, Phe Cther three battalions, the 10th. 3rd. and
1st, followed shortly therasféss s.a by 1 ey 1945 (See Mzp D) Sparating
on the principal of spproximataly half of the force in each battalion
&pplydng frontal tastics wiile the other half wers opsrating 20 to 2

miies 1n rront ii
in rront of this frontal drive, harssalng lines of SSaamnication,

(13) A-11
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The British had, previcus to6 this, fought their way to Mandalay
hAG RSSO A OOIPS SOULD Of Mandalay striking at Meiktila which was &
erippling blow and the primary failure in the Japanese planned defense
of Mandalay which fell to the British on the 0th of Mareh. The

British were now pushing south to Rangoon. On 3 iay 1945 the British
L o o [— -—— - - . msmme wea

 diivaded Dauguvi Siwe Lim cue s BEOUreq Lie G1LY on 5 May ivh9, “Inis

left tha battalions of Det 101 with a great deal of responsibility

=ince the Japs cut off st Mandalay by the British strategy were attempting
to move to the east ard thus into Thialand via the Tanngeyl Xenmtung Road
which was alsc the route of prime importance for those caught between

the ¢ British forces,

IHE 1S OR SITUATION

The lst Battalion found itself iocated (See Map E) on tha edge
of Lawksawk. a key point for the Japaness in mal nt.ainine an open route
to Thialand, Tw companies were acting as the front against Lawksawk
while two other companies wers cperating further south with harassing
oparaticns, Lawksawk wes situated in a perfect place as far as defense
was concemed, L8 Bouli WKl sest sides werw proiecied by a iaks, its
spproaches from the north wers over wide open fisldes as were the aprroache
from the west. It muet be breusht ot at this tirze that tastics that
were required to capture the village were not thoae which o troops were
proficient at. After several set backs of ¢wr vain attempts to oapturse
Lawicsawk, an isclation progrem was decided upon. The two ocompanies
facing the village radioed for 4.2 chemival mortars and set adbout a
goneral harassaeat with thess weajpons, coordinated with petyol acticn
on 4,!-_1.1 !MQ!;

AC onie time it is uppmmatn to go into w.-..tne- - M*ailad
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be awy standard and such swwganisation depended eatirely on the dreass
of Lthe company commander. My m was mde up of the following:

1 ka0 opsrato)

2 Bubednre

L Amsrican sergesnts
Esadquarters

B0 N Dt Nl Moot N N Wt Y 1

N

X Cali, mchins guns

L 60—mz= mortars
Yeoarons Section Armament
1 8l-pm moriar

N Mt Y i it N T i

i 4.2 mortar

Rifle Seotion Armamsent

b T A SC LS W
ot
<
E
o
)

So_ct.icns w#ors compcasd of eight men squsds. The straight line
seations eort ained nothing byt fire power, 1 Rritish Brea gun, ) asst
Brea gunner armed with a carbine, 6 ,%5-0al mschine guns with a few
rifles mt.arlpurso_d. These Bections mare not rigid ad were changed as
the situation dictates. Ths sompany was one half (115 Xachins) and one
halft (110 Ghurka) troops which is 2 religlous problem to be avoided if

"--ru'n-v.
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noved iﬁ.o poai:uu dﬂ'ﬁﬂ Jlrda l-‘i wf L&!ku:t vhile a secend company

soved in frem the '—:;est':"ua ;-faaitian was avi ihe ~command ing grouni due
thofmebe Jmhaldm Eamer,‘ a.ﬁmuwﬂﬁwcw
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On May 5th we reccived an :I.mnlu.;cn“ report thut. t.ht Japs :ln
the area south of ue were making a cocncentrated drive to reach Thisland
y the Taungawi Xentung Road. Howsver it was classified as poor but
41d sreate = few diversionary thoughis of & s plan for our seager
foros to adopt in case of a largs scale push., That afterncon we figured
the report had soms basis ximce the compmny to the south reportsd astion

azninat reinforgemant. s headed fow Lowiraawl — fhad 1O me and Ri4 d

ey

and alicwed them to ocoupy the hill, The cumpany withdrew about 500
vards and ramained untii daybreak 6 Moy 1945, at which time the hiil was
FeLaxen,. It wug here that terrain was reslly cur ally, pragtically in
& half moon 1o the north and west of owr position on the retalen hill
ran a ridge line. It was declided to put only a mall portion of the

oompany in our present location snd tc move the rest of the company Lo lhs

sidgs 13ne snd nmanara for a rood defensive action if forced into it.

Ay W e —————

{See Map E)
These positions wers prepared with as littls show of force as

poasible in the new position but =th a show of force made to iet Lhe
Jup Likan LUime Wi
plan of action was to have the forward portion of the coapary hold off
any attack &8 long as possible then f2ll back due north and enter our

parimstsr from the northeast md become the reserve, The primary reason

in not fuiling eiralght back into the perimeterrwas twofold; a small river

which had to te crossed in order to get to the CP and ihe dangsr &l snter-

o o

ing the fromt of t.ha perimster durirg a fire fight whioh wouid be the
only reason for the forward oulpost W be oaing inte the perimeter. These

plonn wsRs 4180 hueed an tha faat that the Jap: we were fighling wes not
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which he survived mainly from the soumtry, he was poorly equipped and
aamunition was a precious commedity to him,
Ry the nizht of the &th our perisster wus cuite formidable but

needed Turiher wrk o with a praysr and a hope we sweat out the night,

X

Nothins stirred not cven ons ahct was fired. ALl day ihe Tth was Speat
in cheoking the perineter and ome patrol was sent ot to the sast
slmply to spot any action of wiich the Jais =icht he revtakizg.

TR PATIVE yeiwiws SRt 1mON ik & ganort of onlgr‘noz_-nnl aotion
taking place in Lawksawk, Said report calmed our nerves ard found us
gquite at ease with night approaching, However the perimeter was to

I

SUi1% remaln st 50% alert and radie contact Witk ihe forward cutpost
was G be made houriy via 530, an? on the even howr with the company on
the west via SCR-7300,

Abcut 0200 on the 8th al1 hall broke locss., A ms szanzay from
our road hlock alertec the company with a report of sction on the road
block but no firing or attamt to breach the blook. Immed ately contact
was attempted with the forward outpost and everything was reported as
being quiet., Not twe minutes later it really hit. The repcrt fronx ouwr
forward OP had coms through juat prdor to the Jap initial) attack and was

the last report by radic we recelved, Sporadic firing began then increused
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Japanese Mine. 211 af 4¢ howewean wae happenings ot o 01d nosdtdon,

Evidently the Jap never suspicioned our moving. Tw next action was a
banzal attack of whish wa aould hear but eould get no actual report.

Gray streaks had by this time stamted to appear in the aky and awery one

was praving despsrately for saylight. Ae we now know this initial attack

was swall moala and was repulsad. ®ithip the naxt 20 minut=a whiel

el A e T T “i_g-nh,-_-ﬁﬁli’ﬁ,‘-?-s_w;({ i i b T oo e o Rt b M Y v T M LN
S L BT g --_w; i FR G B R Ltk o H % BT T DI e ot & T R

* e me s e

WWWWMW@ : P AU T Mo At SN ITRA: . %} . e 5 el A i PSRN

R A T T TR - b ke " i =, L e




. R A e e

T AR e b e i (& s itk B e LT R A T

the Jap figuring to surround the company was . regrouping ang employing

an encirclement becauss as it bacame light enough to ses our main
Perimetar yne locking drectly Lito the baaks of £ sprrowimmtaly &0
Japanease preparing to attack ocur olg position from the north, The ele-
aent of swprise was terrific. However the range wae 2 litils lonr for
Sub-smchine guns but the Bren gune snd cre 0 caliber machine gun
feisdinle Ala raalk havoe, Now :lt was d_qvalﬁizht.. our mrpeﬂt lor waa
comaitied but oupr forward outpost was sumundo& All att.-pts at. “ru'diow
communication to aither the owpost or the adjacent company falled,

ail wave langths, even those °n our 300's carried one message, the war

Teg ower In Purcps, That a beautifyi Jamming job they were dolng to
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Aft\or the initial shock was absorbed by the Jap at some great cost
he immediately attempted to reorgenize and assault our main position,
wiich held beyond my wilaest dresms until about 1030, At this time a
JavAnase esntain len s lerze soale tangat w2 SRESCILGE L Lavaking
our perimster in two places but cost him his 1life. iy Subedar iajor
with his dah succeeded in decapitating him without revelving =& much
8% 2 seraich, ?Fith thess two breeches of our rerimater, nc reserve,
and ammunition running low it wag decided our best plan was to wthdraw,
During the eonfusion our OP had withdram %o our perimeter, Sut harg
the Jap had bsaten us to the punch, oyr only route of withdrawal was
@ovared by Japaness fira. Thavra was ne altarnetive hanmiea 4# tha

encirclament was oompleted us it might be at any time our position was

hﬂpﬁci‘.
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froat and either flank and the cther Lo protsct our rear. 3y laying down

2 tramandous wal) of ripe we sucgezded in makine nE owr wiihdrswel suceessiul
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mrgmhod at Myeni and took hud cm " We had 27 wounded including "
tw of the American sergeants ard only six dead compared with over 100
dead Japs and unknown nusber of woundasd. ?hn next four daye were

spent in withdrawing t a location where it would be feasibie v pui in
a light plans strip to evacuate owr wounded. This probiam of evacuation

is one of ths grsatest encountered by s gwoup of *this idnd,

e w wm FRz.samnany on tha wast had suffered a fate similar to ours
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of us had baen ahls to vithdraw t¢ help the other becaues the Jap had
vianned on this, Our road block of which I spoke earlier was never

molestad but was Jeft open to invite ue toward the wast company end

avary tit of the trail was hoavilyr boohy trapoed and asmbushed,

ANALYSIS AID CRITICISM

Wnen the mmbi&t troops wers withdrawn and 101 was assigned the

was certalnly high level plananlng.

e

mission ol Securiig the Durma Roac
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I say this becauss if the Japanese had in any way deciced to drive wirth
again in any force our battalions would have been aboit ihe equal to
vhat the initial defending troops of Burma amounted to,

The plan of overation sz it worked cut was highly succesaful.
The Taungzyi Kentung Romd was secured axoept Lo the swmell portlon
at Taunegyl, an area 100 miles in depth was clearsd of approximately
10,000 Japs. The Japs losses of over 1250 to our iess than U0 were
ihe highest inflloted on a gusrrillis cperation dwing the entire surm
Cuptikn.

If the Jepanese in Lthis arsa had bean the same Jap we fought inm

mrethaue Dunme ane fanea wonld mt hava lastad for two dave. azainst a

A e S

£0p noVoh voemy aS i Japansse wers at one time., Guerrilluas ars

highly affective if ewpioyed as such bul ars Hopslssziy iost in
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Dus to the tutthnt lea:ﬁwtmmulhut oould at the
time I feul 1t ia up to stheprs o eritieise and I Wil asoept sush

sriticiem enly if vroven in error.
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Sczs of the lessons emphasized by this operation are:
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2. ALY ogemt roporiz waluso sstuelly witnooscd GF Fou Swis Siciae

be thoroughly chucked beiore any information on much reparts is disseminmate
3. Radio broadoasts should be restricted from milit ary channels op

vice versa,

ae Olose corrdlnation muct be emuloved at, a1 times,

5. An alr evacuatipr.: systaw whara alr supericority has been
achieved should inslude heligopters,

6, Guerrilla operuwiions csn be ws pioyed By Assrizans susssosfulls
az this list of accomplishments o f Det 101 will sapport: over 5,000 Jupe
killed, captured amd flow out 7¢ Priscnscs, assisied in rescuilng 300
ailied airmen, derailsd niue tralns, blaw 36 bridges, and destroyed 252
vehiclee as well a2 dumps and 1ines of coummans icktion. {14)

7. All action should be inm conjunction with the overall nilitary

b,_’;ect:we.r | _

8, Farachute iz the primery means of delivering your crzanisers
of such unite,

¥. Alr #upply is the ondy fs#aihle Reans.

10, "saeialirze and behe-r*ﬁ' of *h.. leaaer mnnt annfire to the

Lo i

ideas of the groug not 10 Lhs Saughd prineiples of ancthsr scolsty.
11, Esprit De Corpe ia primary aad above avarythisg al

(14) A-1i, p. 17.
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12, Sueh type operations call for persennsl with highly stable

smotions nrafarshly weluntears,

PR -
- L RN R it Vit s e 8 RS e b ta B s ! .
g it e s wee o s iemease e i seme e b - A g ? - X i e e
SRLIE s - [ . B s s A T S S TP S UU IO S SRE T TURR o0 Jo) — PR R 1 L R, A s - g b A
et B L (P iy po Jataiiips Sty B B R g e s o= A

—— e A AT e RIS el v ¢ YPIR caen  NIEE . o ¢ F T e S




