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THE OPERATIONS OF THE ANTITANK COMPANY (REINFGRCED),
317TH INFANTRY (8OTH INFANTRY DIVISION) NORTHEAST
OF ARGENTAN IN THE CLOSING OF THE ARGENTAN~FALAISE
GAP, 17-20 AUGUST, 1944
(NORTHERN FRANCE CAMPAIGN)
(Personal Experience of the Company Commander)

ORIENTATION

INTRODUCTION (MAPS A, B)

This monograph covers the operatlons of the Antitank Com-
pany (Reinforced), 317th Infantry, 80th Infantry Division, in
the_fighting northeast of ARGENTAN during the final phases of
the closing of the ARGENTAN - FALAISE Gap, NORTHERN FRANCE Cam-
palgn, This action ococurred from 17-20 August, 1944,

A olear understanding of this action necessitates a recapl-
tulation of the major tactical movements of the Allied Expedi-
tlonary Forces in FRANCE prior to its commencement.

On 86 Junes, 1944 General Dwight D. Eisanhowg; launched the
Allied Expeditionary Fbioes across the English Channel to com-
mence the Battle for Euiope. The Firast US Army and the British
Second Army assaulted the coasat of FRANCE between LE HAVRE and
_ THE COTENIN PENINSUILA. :The First US Army, landlng on OMAHA and
UTAH BEACHES secured a iodgament ln the face of determined enemy
resistance, whlle to ité left the British Second Army moved
ashore againat less formidable enemy fire., During the days that
followed both beaohhaadé were eoxpanded gradually agalnat deter- |
mined enemy opposition. The British Seoond Army was brought to
a virtual standstill in front of the oity of CAEN, while the
Fifst US Army progressed slowly through the confusing and tortu-
ous hedgerow country of NORMANDY. (1) |

The German high command in FRANCE had 1n1t1ally consldered
that the aforemsntioned Allied landings were merely a feint or
a pfolude to decisive landings which would be made later in the
PAS DE GALAIS area of the Northern French coast. By varlous

(1] A-1, pes, 23-25



deoeptive moves General Eisenhower was careful to preserve thié
attitude in the minds of the German commanders., Consequently,
the Germans held the mass of their 15th Army in the PAS DE CAILAIS
area and reinforced the German combat forces to the gouth with
- troops drawn from other parts of Western Europe. (2) The Germans
further considered that of the two areas of conflict in NORMANDY
the most to be feared was that of thé British 24 Army, and ac-
oordingly massed the bulk of their available armexr in the vicinilty
in and around CAEN. (3)

On 8 July the British.24 Army bludgeeoned its way past CAEN
and the Canadian 2 Corps. advanced southward astride the road
CAEN ~ FALAISE. (4) On the American side of the lodgemsnt area
the deadly hedgerow fighting-oame to a thunderous climax betwéen
18 and 25 July at ST, LO, and there the First US Army effected
its leng heped for breakthrough., (5)
THE GENERAL SITUATION

By 31 July Amsrican armored unlts in force had passed
through AVRANCHES, and at 1200 1 August the 3rd US Army, under
the cemmand of Lieutenant General George S. Patton, became opera-
tional. General Patton hurried his armored columns through the
narrow AVRANCHES corrider and fanned eut in two main directiens,
west to overrun the BRITTANY PENINSULA and south and east with
the eventual obJective of swinging around the southern flank of
the German forces in the NORMANDY area to reach the SEINE RIVER,
geuth éf PARIS, (8)

The main effort of Third Army at this mement was the cap-
ture of BREST and the other pofts on the BRITTANY PENINSULA,
vitally needed te supply the ever increasing Allied armies on

A-1, pgs. 27, 28
A-8, pgs. 1ll4, 134
A~l, p. 33, 38
A=1, pga. 34, 36
A-l, pgs. 39, 40
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the continent. However, at this time Adelph Hitler intervened
- in the German operations in FRANCE with a decision which was te
alter radically the Allied grand tactics. Finally awakening te
the dangerous potentiamlities inherent in the ocurrent Allied op-
erations, the German high'oammand had committed the bulk of the
German 15th Army from the PAS DE CALAIS area to reinferce the
German 7th Army and Panzer Group West. (7) Hitler now ordered
that this mass of orack German infantry and armor be launched
in a counterattack threugh the city of MORTAIN westward, with
the objective of capturing AVRANCHES and sealing off the Third
US Army frem the supply lines pouring acress the assault beaches
and through CHERBOURG, The massed fury ef the German 7th Army .
struck at MCRTAIN, encountering there on 7 August the VII Cerps
of First Army. In one eof the truly great combat actions eof
American history the 30th, 9th and 4th Infantry Divisions, the
33 and part of the 2d Armored Divisions slowed, and then abruptly
halted this attack. At the insistence of Hitler the German 7th
Army ocontinued its fanatical assault in the hills areund MORTAIN
until 12 August, at which time the enemy determined that their
positidn wa@ untenable and that a withdrawal was ilmperative. (8)
They had hesitated too long. | |
On 9 August XV Corps ef Third Army had captured LE MANS,
far to the south and east of the German gpearheads bleeding them-
gelves at MORTAIN, and the entire energlies of the Allled Expedi-
tienary Feorces were now te he devoted teo a gigantioc dodble pincers
to trap and destroy the German 7th Army. XV Corps wheeled and
dravé dus north rrém LE MANS and by 12 August was in frent of
ARGENTAN with two armored and twe infantry divisiens. To the
norﬁh the Canadlan Flrat Army was grinding slowly seuthward en

T7) A-1, pgs. 40, 42
(8) A-~l, pgs. 48-43



tne'cAEN.'- FALAISE road. (9)

As will be developed later in this account, the final at-
tacks which led %o the cleosing of the gap did not coemmence until
17 August. That this elapsed time passed witheut ceerdinated
offensive measures by Third Army units 1s apparently incempre-

- hensible, Third Army was held in a passive role south of the
EQQUQﬁ@_- ARGENTAN - CHAMBOIS line upen the erders of higher au-
thbrify. It is notlwitﬁin the acepe 6f this monegraph te¢ discuss
the reasens for these erders, eor their source; reference is made
to this matter enly so that the reader will net consider that es-
sential ihfermatien is omitted frem this acceunt. The reader who
degires te further Investigate this matter is referred te feet-
notes below,

The 80th Infantry Divisioen had came across UTAH BEACH en
5 August., Untried in cembat, the division was hurriedly shaken
down and rushed seuthward through AVRANCHES during the oritical
days of the ensmy effort at MORTAIN. (10) As seen as it became
evident that the snemy would net succsed in endangering AVRANCHES

| the 80th Division moved by a series of marches and countermarches

_(nat_prefitable to disduss here) until en 13 August the divisian
-received crders te concentrate in the vieinlty of the small town
of EVRON, south of MAYENNE. (11)

_Events in the vieinlty of ARGENTAN, to the north, had meved
rapidly, and it had been determined that XV Cerps weuld hold the

- T97 A-1I,p. 43
(10) A-4, pgs. 3-4
- (11) aA-2, p. 28
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seuthern jaw of the trap while the Canadian First Army clesed it.
On 15 August the 80th Infantry Division lostiits 319th Combat
Team which was attached to the S5th Infantry Division in the viei-
nity of ANGERS, engaged in soreening the southern flank of Third
Army. (12) The 80th Divisien(-) was then ordered nerth to be- '
come a part of the newly oreated Provisional XV Cerps, whibh was
alse to include the 24 French Armered Divisien and the 90th Infan-
try'DivisiQn under the command of the Chief of Staff, Third Army,
Majer Generﬁl Hugh J. Gaffey. This provisional corps was formed
in ordér to coeordinate the activities ef theée three divisions

in the vicinlty of the line ECOUCHE - ARGENTAN - CHAMBOIS, while
the remainder of XV Corpa, aleng with ether Third Army units,
continued eperations further to the east, On 18 August 80th Di-~
viéion(-) closed in behind the 24 French Armored Divisien and

the 90th Infantry Divisioen, whioh were on line battling centin;
umusly agalnst German pressure at ARGENTAN and CHAMBOIS to keap
the sscape gap open fer the doemed German 7th Army. (13)

In the meantime, First Army units had béan preassing centinu-
eusly eastward from MORTAiN until, for reasens of facility of
centrel, the Provisienal XV Cerps was attached te the First US
Army. The order of attachment was recelived on 17 August, and en
18 August V Corps of First Army assumed oontrel, (14) On 17 Au-
gust the Canadians had captured FALAISE., (15)

Cn 17 August CT 318 of 80th Infantry Divisien was given the
mission of attacking north te cut the ARGENTAN - EXMES road and
capture the high.graund nertheast of ARGENTAN, CT 317 was in
V Corps Reserve in the vicinity ef BOSSIE LE LAND. (18) (Map C)

' The enemy ferces facing the 80th Divisien(-) were a canfused,

heteroganeaus mass of asgsorted troeps, goed and bad, whe had been

Tla) A—B, P. 16
(13) a-2, p. 33
(14) A-3, p. 184
(18) A~l, p. 43
(18) A~3, p, 184



vary_serely used by beth Allisd groeund and alr ferces, The
general tactics of the Germans had been tec line the gap with
infantry units reinferced with small ameunts ef armor while the
remnants of the crack SS armored units, who had falled at MOR-
TAIN,'affected their retreat te the Seine River. The mass of
the beaten German 7th Army and Panzer Greup West had been out to
ribbons by Allied air attack during their retreat. The sncirc-
cling Allled greund foroces had placed their artillery close teo
the constantly cnntracting perimeter and had subjeoted the enemy
to ¢bserved fire, which had wreught devastation ameng beth trans-
- portatien and persennel. Into the meuth of the pocket the enemy
had new thfmwn the remains of several SS Panzer divisiens in a
desperate effert te hold the gap epen. The enemy units idenﬁi-
fied in the immediate viecinity ef ARGENTAN were the 728th Infan-
try Regiment and the 118th SS Panzer Division, initially esti-
mated to number 2500, {(17) Undoubtedly, the centinueus terrifiec
pounding te which the snemy had heen subjected had se disruptad.
oemmuand and organization that eslements of a dezen divisiens were
cornsred in the ARGENTAN area. This is certainly true if the ene-
my treeps encountered (as PW's and dead) by the author are indi-
cativa. They included 33 treoops, regular infentry, artillery,
“antiairoraft and Luftwaffe treops. 1In general, the enemy defense
may-bo]éaid te have lacked the centrol and hemegenity which ochar~
.adterized the usual trained German unit. (See Overlay 1)
NARRATIVE (MAPS C, D, E)

To further lnsure a therough understanding of the cembat ac-
tioen whioch is about te be described it is neoessary te digress
at this peint and disouss numercus factors which will be ssen te

bear directly en the course of events which fellowed,

TI7) =1, 5. 13; A-8, 7. 5, Jerlal Narber 19



| (1) As arforementioned, the 80th Divisibn was hew to
combat. During the bewildering meves leading up te the pesi-
tion in which we now find the division ne serious enemy resis-
tanoe had been enscountered. There had been numersus platoen-
sized actienﬁ, amall-scele ambushes, blind night meeting engage-
nents, and many defended roadblo@ka had besn knecked out. Hew-
ever, the division ceuld in no wise be said to be "veteran." (18)
(21 The Commanding Officer of cé 317, Coleonel A.

Denald Gamerﬁn, had in practice more or less delegated surveil-
lance ever antitank opesrations to the regimental Executive 0ffi-
cer, Lieutenant Celenel Henry G. Fisher, this officer having

had considerabla experience with antitank units since their in-
oluéien in the tables of organization of the U3 Army. The author,
commanding Antlitank Cempany, 317th Infantry, had assumed cemmand
approximately ene menth prior to the departure ef the divisien
from the Zene of the Interier fer the Eurépean Theater ef Opera-
tions, Since the last month in the ZI and the three weeks spent
in England had been devetsd almost exclusively te preparétion
fer eversess meovement, with its censsquent emphasis upen indivi-
dual firing and preblems of equipment and supply, CO Antitank
Company had had ne eppertunity to command the company er, fer
that matter, any antitank unit, in the field or on maneuvers,
Tactical antitank dootrine as practiced in CT 317 envisaged di-
rect centrol by CO Antitank Cempany of all elghteen 57mm AT guns
on the T/E ef the infantry regiment., This dectrine was preached
‘netwithstanding the fact that nine of these guns were organic to
‘the battalions ef the regiment in the form ef antitank platoons
1n each battallen headquarters cempany. CO Antitank Cempany
seon discovered that in practice, in erder ﬁe preserve a satla-

factery werking relationship between the battallen cemmanders




and himself (despite the "oarte blanche" given him by the regl-
'maﬁtal commander), the battallen guns were never detached frem
their parent unit., Tactical dectrine eof the regiment was to
use the_57's in clesé (300 yds.) suppert ef attacking riflemen,

| (3) Early in its brief cembat experience the combat
team had been reinferced by the attachment ef a cempany ef the
610th Tank Destreyer Béttalien. {19) This battalloen was
equipped with the tewed 3-inch TD gun. These heavy and unwieldy
guna were laboriously drawn by the Halftrack M-3. FEver sincé
the attachment ef this arganizatien, which was placed in its en-
tireﬁy undsr the direct qemmand of CO Antitank Cempany, there
had'been conatént friqtian with 1ts cempany cemmander, This of-
- ficer claimed that his unilt was being lncerrectly employed frem
g tactical standpeint. He stated that his guns must be empleyed
by piateen in dugéin pogitions with minimum fields of fire of
1000 yards. CO Antitank Company, while agreeing frem a theoreti-
cal viswpelnt, was unfertunately unable te rh—landscape the
hedgsrow~laced terrain of NORMANDY te make available such ldeal
conditiens, and being faced with the hard necessity of previding
antitank pretectieon for a regimental perimeter had been cen-
stralned te empley these guns singly and at short range, in erder
te cover the many existing armered appreaches. The resultling
friction induced a lack of ceeperation on the part of the TD ef-
 ficers. which {mpesed a heavy lead upon CO Antitank Cempany, “in
additien to his other difficulties, and served te effectively
deny eptimum use of the TD's excellent radie facllities and light
armored reconnaissance elements,

{(4) As will be developed lsater in this acceunt, while

OT 317 was in the process eof depleying fer lts initial attack in

- the forthceming actioen, an additienal reinforcement was received

19) -~ A~4, p. 17



in the form of twe platoons from "A" Cempany of the 8934 TD Bat-
talion. The:oquipment of tﬁis organizatien was the M-10 tank
destfoyer, which consisted ef essentially the same 3-inch TD gun
mounted in a massive, but 1ightly armered turret en an M~4 medium
tank chassls with far less hull armer than that feund en the M-é
medium tank, The twe platoen leaders of thls new attachment
(also placed under direct command of CO Antitank Company) were
finally loecated and brlefly interviewsd. These interviews left
C0 Antitank @ompany with the following general lmpressions:

" a. The senier plateen leader was suffering frem
incipient cembat fatigue, he and his platoeen sergeant being the
sole survivofs of the eriginal plateoen, which had entered cembat
in the early days ef the hedgerew fighting, This.exoeasive less
apparently héd besn caused by numereus attachments te infantry
erganizations which had tended to use theas TD's in the rele of
tanks and had gent them, unsupperted by infantry, en missiens
for which they were not suited. Abtually, owlng te ita light
armer the M=10 was extremely vulnerable te antitank fire of as
low a caliber as 20mm. This platoon leader diaplayed a prefeund
distrust of all infantrymen, an eitrémaly belligerent attitude,
and appeared ebsessed with the ldea that all infantry erganiza-
tions intended te use his plateon as tanks, and net in their
proper role.é _

: b. The junler platcen leader was a replacement
officer entefing his first combat and appeared te be extremaly
uncertain. _

(5) A brief review of the characteristics of German
armered vehicles is offered in the form of Appendix A te this
menograph. During the stey of the division in England,Antitank
Cempany had upen several eccasiong utilized a British Army anti-

tank range fér practice and te check and beresight its newly




received guns., The 57mm AT gun had beeén adepted by the US Army
frem the British Army, ﬁhere it waa known as the "6-pounder."
The Britlish Army had used this weapon since the Nerth African
Campaign, and British Army instructers and nen-cems with whom
the_mfficers and men ef Antitank Cempany had discusséd the wea-
pen were not very enthusiastic cencerning 1ts penetrating powers
against the Cerman médium and heavy (Mark V and VI) tanks. The
British considered tﬂat the gun would penetrate the Mark VI, er
_Tigér tank, only whe@ using special ammunitien which enly the
British appeared te éasaess, and which was issued only feor en-
gaging thls particulér tank. They further censidered that pene-
tratien of the Mark V was unlikely except at very ciese range,
and then enly on the sides and rear ef the hull, ewing teo the
skillful sleping which the German erdnance deasighers had given
its armor.

OPERATIONS OF 18 AUGUST (MAPS C, F AND OVERLAY 1)

In accordance with the V Cerps order, CT 318 attacksd in a
northwesterly directien with the mission of ocutting the ARGENTAN
- EXMES road and capturing the high ground nertheast of ARGENTAN.
Jump-off was at 0800 hours 18 August in column of battallens

with ite rightmest assault companies passing through the fillage
| éf'ggmj (20) This attack proceeded in an orderly fashion until
the twe lead battaliens were depleyed approximately 1000 yards
acress the ARGENTAN - EXMES road. At appreximately 0830 heurs
the assault elements were taken under fire frem German pesitions
aleng the ARGENTAN - TRUN read and frem the fringes ef the FORET
' DE GOUFFERN, These German positions were in depth, well cameu-
flaged, and utilized weapons which ran the gamut frem small arms

up to and Including 150mm ertillery and large caliber recket

projectars (Nebelwerfers). The most deadly fire received was

(B0)  A-%, p. 13
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frem a number of extremely well concealed 40mm dual-purpose AA-
AT guns located 1n the heavy weods northwest of the ARGENTAN -
TRUN highway; In addition, numerous seif-prapalled 20mm AA guns
meved from place to piaoe cevered by a series of sunken roads
and direocted devastating_dirgot fire at the advancing troops.
Both 40mm and 20mm guns fired their supersensitive shells at the
trees_and hedgerows on the battlefield and achieved extremely
effeotive tree-bursts. An ill-starred attempt te move tanks
north of the ARGENTAN - EXMES read to assist the assault batta-
linns_resulted in the loss, within a matter eof minutes, of five
medium ténks, whioch were destreyed by almost as many rounds
frem heavy, concealed, high-velocity guns enfilading the ARGEN-
TAN'- EXMES road. (21) Caught in the epen, the two lead as-
gault battallons feught back desperately and thelr dead were later
found as far forward as within a few hundred yards of the ARGEN-
TAN - TRUN read, but their situatien was hepeless, They dﬁg in
to the best of their abllity in position and endured fer the re-
- mainder of the day fires which cest them in the vicinity ef 300
casualties, (22) CT 317 was released 1mmédiately te Cemmanding
Officer, 80th Infantry Divisien(~-) frem Corps Reserve (23), and
at 1935 heurs 18 August Commanding Officer, CT 317 was ordered
te bring up one battalion'to cover the rear and flanks ef CT 318
(24} and prepare to centinue the attack the next day. One pla-
toon of Antitank Company, CT 317, was attached to thls battallen
(the 2d4) fer the purpose of providing clese-in antitank protec-
tien aleng the ARGENTAN - EXMES road. ({25)

After it became evident that CT 318 was recelving an unmer-

ciful peunding and weuld be unable te centinue effective eperations,

(31}' Personal knewledge
A~4, pgs. 13-14, Statement of casualties based on table
found in A~4, Supplementary Data, p. le, and persenal
. knewledge of author. A-5, p. 5, Serial Ne. 19
(283) A-3, p. 188
(24) A"’B, P. l
{25) Personal knewledge
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commahding Officer eof CT 317 immediately initiatad_reoonnais-
-sanée by battalion cemmanders and staffs and all company ocemman-
ders into the zene of actien of CT 318 1n order te prepare fer
passible future committments. This receonnaissance was conducted
threugh the village of SAI and as far nerth and west aé the vil-
lage of URQU. 1In SAI the officers on recennaissance encountersd
one of the cempanies of the reserve battalien of CT 318 agtill
engaged in clearing the town of enemy snipers and were treated
te their first taste of concentrated German artillery and Nebal-
werfer fire., 1In UROU the backwash of the asaault battalians ef
CT 318 were found thoroughly cenfused and demeralized. Thiz re-
connaisasance, however, enabled all participating officers te
éain an excellent appreciatien of the terrain over which we were
to operate. (26) |

TERRAIN ANALYSTS (Map F)

In censidering the terraln involved here a logical starting
peint may be taken at the village of SAI. This village frents
on the IL'URE RIVER whioh flows to the west to a junetion with a
larger stream, the L'CRNE RIVFR., The L'URE.RIVER was approxi-
mately 20 feet wide, twe te feur feet ln depth with mederately
steep banks rising seme six feet above water level. The bridges
in the vicinity ef SAL and lsading into UROU had been destroyed
by the retreating Germans. However, two fords had been located,
shown en Map'F at A and B. Ford A had been utilized by seme of
the vehicles of CT 318 but was insufficiently stable to withstand
the passage'af the tanks attached to thils eombat team, with =
resuit that after the five mediums aforementioned had crossed,
the fard had deteriorated inte a muddy wallew, where presently
englneers were ahgagedfin extracting a begged-dewn tank and at-

tempting to £111 1t threough the use of bulldezers so that it

T26Y A-5, p. B, Serial Ne. 21. rersonal knowledge; statements
of Majer Karlton Warmbrod, Executive Officer of 24 Batta-
lion, and Captain James Mullen, Commanding Officer of
Cempany "BE", 317th Infantry.
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could be used again. The ford at B had apparently been neg-
lected by CT 318 but was found upen persenal inspection by the
Recon Officer of Antitank Cempany, CT 317, to have.a hard, gra-
velly bettem whlich apparently weuld sustain tanks and other
heéﬁy vehicles., The L'URE RIVER waé everywhere fordeble by foet
treops. _

Continuing nerth of SAT the next significant feature in
te;rain encountered was the ARGENTAN - EXMES road, This was a
3-lane, macadam road in excellent state of repair. Directly
nerth of SAI was a small vlllage named BORDEAUX, whilch actually
coensgisted of the French equivalent of a greocery stere and sev~
eral neighboring farm bulldings. Standing at the north sedge of
BORDEAUX-and loeking te the nerthwest, epen, relling terrain
greeted the sye. Thls greund was all cultivated and apparently
a hay or alfalfa crop had enly recently been harvested, judging
by the innumerable hay shecks which detted the area. The ground
rase gradually to a high peihh approximately 3,500 yards nerth-
west of BORDEAUX, which was the divislon objective. This high
ground was abbut:lﬁﬂ’féat higher than BORDEAUX. Cemmencing at
this high greund and running in a rough semi-circle te the east,
and then southeast, was the hea#y foliage of the FORET DE GOUF-
FERN. This ferest consisted ef large-trunked, decidueous trees)
the majerity of which were frem 30 to 50 feet in height.

ARGENTAN is located en the fringe eof the NORMANDY hedgerow
- country and, 1n cemmen with that terrain, practically all roads
and trails were bordered by uniform stands of peplar trees about
30 feet in height. Occasionally, true hedgerow cenditions were
encauntered,.bub on a smaller scale than in the mere eastern . .
hedgerow country. |

The ARGENTAN - TRUN read, whlch curved directly in frent

ef the ebjective, was known te be a 2-lane, macadam highway.
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The numereus roads and tralls which traversed the battle area,
as seen from the map, were het all visible frem thelground,
which indicated that many of them were sunken.

| Looking directly north from BORDEAUX the terrain rese frem
the east to form a slight orest which Tan north to CRENNES.
This orest dropped eff to the west Inte the floer ef the valley
generally nerth of the ARGENTAN - EXMES road.
| In summatien, the crltiocal terrain feature ef the area was
the high greund northwest of BORDEAUX which, as might be expsc-
ted, was the dlvision ebjective. Possession ef this small hill
mass8 allewed interdiction of all routes léading north and East
freﬁ ARGENTAN and afferded direct eobservation inte the escape
gap between ARCENTAN and FALAISE,

- It should be noted that at this time of yéar in Northern
FRANCE twllight lasts until abeut 2200,

ATTACK OF CT 317
| Cemmand ing O0fficer, CT 317 decided te attack in celumn of
battaliens in the order 24, 1lst, 3d. 1In addition.to the primary
~mission ef capturing the divisien ebjective, it was contemplated
that ene battalioen of CT Blv-m;ght posgihly be used in cenjunc=-
tien with CT 318 to attéck éééf‘along the ARGENTAN - EXMES read
anhd capture ARGENTAN itself. The 24 Battallien, CT 317, cemmanded
by Lieﬁtenant Go}onel Russell E. Murray, was ordered to attack
"threugh the 318th." (27) Celonel Murray censidered that te
attack directly through the'disarganizedIramnants of CT 318 weuld
net enly be axtremely bad for the merale of his battalien, bdbut
would subject his assault elements te the same devastatingly ao-
gurate fires which had cest CT 318 so heavily. He therefore de-
termined te satlsfy the requirement of attacking "through the
318th" by passing his leftmost assault squad through the rightmost

- T87) A<%, p. 15
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squad ¢f CT 318, (28) He planned, therefore, te'use the ferd
at B.and launch his attack with two cempanies abreast, oressing
a line of departure on the ARGENTAN =~ EXMES road between C and
D. As heretofers mentioned, the ground rises gently from this
_ liné of departure to reach a crest aleng a line running generally
from the village ef CRENNES te UROU. Troeps meving on the eaat
sidq of this slepe are defiladed frem direct fires frem the en-
tire German peogitien.
ANTITANK PLAN

GO Antitank Cempany on the night 18-19 August made the fol-

lbwing recemmendations to Commanding Cfficer, CT 317:

(1) That the battalion antitank platesns remain with
their parent units and that each eof the three battalions be aug-
mnnted'by the attachment ef one platoon frem the regimental
Antitank Company, Further, that ceerdinatien $f the AT defenses
- of each battalien be the respenslbillty of the senler of the two
AT plateon leaders. (In practice, this resulted in platoen
leaders frem Antitank Company having charge of the AT defensivé
-dispésitimns of the 24 and 34 battallens while the battalien
antitank plateon leader of the 1lst Battalien had charge 1ln his
unit.) The antitank plateens were to suppert the assault sle-
ments frem pesitions net te exeeed 300 yards in rear ef the lead-
ing asaault riflemen,
| (2) That the three 3-inch towed TD platmens be dis-
posed ganerally in an arc centering en BORDEAUX and swilnging
back on the east te the vicinity ef UROU, and on the west te a
location slightly south ef the ARGENTAN - EXMES road. These
platoons were to be emplmyad as unitg,dug inwith the flank pla-

toons . haviﬁg the missien of protecting agalinst armered counter-

1287 Statement of Lisutenant Oolonel Russell L. Murray, cem-
manding Officer, 24 Battalion, 317th Infantry.
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attack frem either the east or the west aleng the axis of the
ARGENTAN - EXMES road, whlle the ocenter platoon had the missien
mf protecting the assault elements fram armored countersttack
from the division obJjective and the general forefront of the
battle positien. |

Gbmmanding O0fficer, CT 317 .approved these recemmendations.
The time for the atbtack was set fer 1500 hours 19 August, 1944,
CONDUCT OF THE ATTACK |

Dur ing ﬁhe morning ef 19 August plans were made te utilize
the division artillery to the fullest extent possible, Here~
tofore this had been a combat team operatien, with the result
thﬁt each of the infantry regiments.was supported by only one
battalion of field artillery. Furthermore, for some unknown
reason it had net been felt that the division would encounter
sufficlient ly serisus resistance to warrant massing the divisglion
'artillery in support of the operation. Actually, aside from
amall preparatory fires on 18 August the bulk of the division
1artilléry had been empleyed in firing on ARGENTAN. The attack
by CT 317 had eon call the full strength of the division artile
lery augmented by corps artillery in quantity. (29)

Late on the morning of 19 August CO Antitank Cempany was
Infermed at the regimental CP that CT 317 had been further auge
mented through the attaohment of two platoens of M-10 TD's frem
the 893rd TD Battalien. These piatwens were te join the regi-
ment.early in the afterncon of the 19th in the vieinlty eof the
seuthern end ef the village of SAI. CO Antitank Cempany, how-
ever, had occasion to interview the two plateon leaders at the
regimental OP with the results aforementioned. (See p. 9) CO
Aﬁtitgnk Cempany recommended to the regimental commander that

these Uwo'plAtoona-be employed as a moblle antitank reserve te

m) A"4, po 14:
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follow the assault battali@n by not to exceed 600 yards, oper-
ating agalnat targets eof mbpartunity attacking the assault
elements, or on order ef CO Antitank Company. This recommenda-
tion was approved and the two platoon leaders were eriented
persenally by CO Antitank Company on the forthceming eperation
and the part whioh their plateens were to play therein.

Difficulty was encountered by the assault battalion in
moving inte pesitien to cress the line ef departure, ewing

mainly te the congestion en the reads 1n and around SAI, se
- that the attack was postpened uﬁtil 1600 hau:s. At 1600 the

24 Battalien crossed the line of departure and the attack was

on., It immediamtely became apparent that the change in time ef
atﬁack had resulted in loss of the preparatery artiilery fireg,
The ‘lead companies of the 2d Battalion, "F" and ﬁd", noved ra-~ .
pldly out and in a mattef of minutes had crossed the slight
crest, CRENNES - UROU, They were advancing aggressively teward
the objective when they were taken under fire by all of thé
weapons previeusly described. They were pinned dewn aleng a

line running reughly from position I to pesitien F. As they
reached this position the artillery prepafatery fires finally
 'landed, but they werb'shmrt, and "F" Cempany of the 24 Battalian%
sustained appreximgtely twenty casualties therefrem. While ad- |
justments were being made to remedy this iamentable situation

the commanding officer of the ténk cemp any attached to the divi-%
sieﬁ rished twe platoons ef his medium tanks ferward and, liningg
them-in hull-dewn positions aleng the slight orest, CRENNES -
UROU, commenced firing in suppoert eof the attacklng :iflemgn.

CO Antltank Cempany had heen preceeding to follew the as-
sault battalien when he was contacted by the Cemmanding Offlcer
of the 810th ™D Battalien, whose company was attached te the regi-
ment. This officer demanded that CO Antitank Company accompany
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him te the presence of the regimental commander of the 317th te
"account f@r his past alleged mishandling of this tewed TD ocem-
pany. {See p. 8 } CO Antitank Oumpany had been Informed that
the regimental cemmander was geling ferward with the assault bat-
.balion and suggested that the TD lisutenant colonel accempany
him in search. ef Celonel Cameren, if he desired te press the 1s-
sue, Said efficer stated that he would walt aleng the ARCGENTAN
- EXMES road until Colonel Cameren returned, énd with that CO
Antitank Cempany departed aleng the trall of the 2d Battalien
and never saw thig efficer again.

This cenversation had lasted until after the artillery
preparatory fires had fallen on eur own troeps, and new as CO
Antitank Cempany appreached the aferementioned orest the attached
tanks were preparing te reorganize and withdraw from thelr firing
poesitions. The crest and the entife area to the north and west
of it were now being hit by enemy artillery.and mertar fire.
However, by moving in the orchard at position G, CO Antitank Cem-
pany was able to work his way ferward te position E. Upon his
arrival there he found the three 57mm guns of his second platoen
85111 coupled te their prime movers in a semi-deflilade positien,
while the platesn leader recenncitered for peossible gun positlens,

- A single gun and prime mover from the 2d Battallen antitank
platoon new attempted te dash from the orchard af ¢ to join the
line ef assaunlt elements, E - F; and was immedlately knecked out
by geveral direct hlts frem enemy hlgh~velocity guns, Shortly
after this occcurred an enemy Mark-V tank moved out ef the woeds
in the vieinity of position H and opened fire with beth of its
machine guns generally parallel to the line of as=aulb trbops.
Co Antitahk Cempany immedliaetely ordered his nearest 57mm gun te
go Iinte position and engage this tank., The nearest firing pesi-'.

tion was across a small hedgerow embankment, perhaps two feet
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- high and orowned with young trees net more than ten feet high,
The prime mover.in.law—lew 6-wheel drive ocould easily have
creossed this small ebstacle, had net the driver in hls cenfusion
and the heat of cembat attempted to back the gun through first,
- He promptly "jack-knifed" the prime mever and gun, and by the
time.the gun got in position the German tank was gone. At this
time an incident eccurred which was to. be repeated several times
in the course of thils brief sngagement, An officér of the 24
Battalien expressed great concern as to whether or net this tank
wés aotually a German tank. Incidentally, ene of the principal
targete for the fire of this tank had been the Antitank Cempany
platoon leader and a small reconnaissance group. This plateen
leader, Lieutenant Otha F. Payne, who had had his trench coat
riddled, was apprised on his return of the reasons why ne fire
had been directed at this tank, It is a matter of recerd that
ne driver in his plateon ever thereafter attempted to hack a gun
over an obstruction.

By now the afternoon was well aleng and it waa approximately
2000 hours. CO Antitank Cempany nofed that the M-10 TD's were
congplecuous by thelr absence, and cgntacting the Recen Officer,
Antitank Company (Lieutenant John Cagmpbell) by radio he ordered
him to locate the twe platoons and Bring them inte posltien.
The attack to the frent had meanwhile begged dewn, with small
groups of riflemen slowly werking their way forward 1n short
ruéhes._ Supperting artlllery fire was new'falling in quantity
upen:tha enemy poesitions te our fregt. Abeut thirty minutes
later Lieutenant Campbell called CO[Antitank Cempany and informed

him that he had feund the twe M-1l0 platoons but that the senier
plateon 1eadef had refused to respsct the erders ef CO Antitank
Company as delivered by the Recon Officer. CO Antitank Company
immediately departed to remedy this situation. The senier M-10
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platoon leader and his platoon were located in the orchard east
of SAI. In the meantime, Lieutenant Campbell had lecated the
other M-10 platoon halted several hundred yards east of this
location aleng the ARGENTAN - EXMES road, the plateon leader
apparently being canfuséd as to his locatien ewing te faulty map~ 
reading. He readily followed Lieutenant Campbell, and after a
short but apirited conversation the senior M~10 platoon leader
alse fellowed CO Antitank Company. In the rapidly gathering
dusk these two plateons were now guided to a position in the vi-
cinity of G, where they werse disposed with the destroyers cever-
ihg guch fieids of fire as could be located.

The situatioen with reference to the 24 Battalion had now
beoﬁme extremely obsoure. TUtilizing the cover of darkness the
-rifle coempanles had drifted seuthwest from the line E - F te an
unknewn pesition. There were no riflemen in the vieilnity of E
or G, and the 57mm crews and TD corews proceeded te set up small
perimeters at these two locations. The senlor TD platoon leader
made dire predictions as to the resﬁlts to bé expeocted frem ene-
' my infiltration that night. 0O Antitank Cempany now dispatched
‘Lieutenant Payne with a amall patrol to attempt to regain con-
tact with the 24 Battalion and secure a platoon of riflemen
from the reserve company to protect the guns and TD'a, ILieute-
nant Payne disappeared inteo the darkness and was not heard from
again the rest of the night; However, at about 2300 hours the
1st Battalion came up the road C -~ G in ¢olumn of companies,
and after contact was established with ﬁhe battalien commander
and the situatien explained te him he agreed to furnish a pla-
toen of riflemen for security, since he did not contemplate
any further movement that night in view of the semewhat abrupt
disappearance of the 24 Battallon and the general obscurity of
the situation. (30) This obgourity was compounded by the . fast

TB0) Personal knowledge
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that no one was able to locate the regimental commander, Colenel
Cameron, and great difflculty was encountered in attempting te
establish radio coﬁtact with the regimental CP, After ohe or
twoe futile attempts all units established radio silence of their
own accord. \

ACTION ON THE NIGHT 19-20 AUGUST AND CAPTURE OF OBJECTIVE 20 AUGUST

Relative quiet had now settled over the battlefield. All
night artillery and Nebalwerfer fire criss-crosséd everhead, but
nene landed in the vicinity of the lst Battalion, or where the
24 Battalien was suppoesed to be, CO Antitank Company made ohne
aﬁtempt te locate the 24 Battallon on foot, but after proceeding
about 400 yards to the west frem position G suddenly felt ex~ .
tremely naked and returned forthwith te his perimeter.

. At asbout 2400 hours the commander of the 2d Battalion had
assembled his company commanders in the vieinity of position J
and was on'the point of ilssulng eorders for a coentihuation of the
attack at dawn en the morning of 20 August when the Chief of
Staff, 80th Infantry Division, Colonel Max S. Johnson, with a
small accompanying party materialized out of the darkness,
Colonel Johnson conveyed the division commandert's desires that
the attack be coentinued at once and that the division objectlve
be secured with the least practicable delay. (31) |

There now ocourred one of those inoidents with which the
histery of warfare is replete. There 1s no logical explanatien
a9 to how such incidents occur and are brbught to a successful
conclusion, and it can only be agsumed that the goddess of for-
tune takes a dlrect hand, The 24 Battalien, moving in column
of twes, proceeded by a route which remains unknown to this day,
but which must havé been through a sunken road which was found

to exist in the vicinity of position XK, and commenced crossing

1317 Statements of Major Karlbon warmprod and Captalfl James
Mullen.
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as that erganization was attempting to dig in and make itaself
small at about position L. A lively fire right ilmmediately
broke out with the tanks using their machine guns and the rifle-
men everything they had. The tanks were apparently out of HE
ammunition, since they fired armor-piercing rounds only from

the tank guns, I Company was unable to secure an effective hit
on either, and they disappsared arcund the northwest edge of

the woods in back of E Company's position headed in the general
dlrection of SEVIGNY, (33) The celumn on the road was com-
pletely destroyed.

As 1f the ambush of the German column wsre the opening cue,
flghting now broke out over much of the battle area. Seme time
prier to dawn the lat Battelion had moved from its position .
along the road ¢ - G and was now moving in a column of companies
with ite head approximately at position J. The hsad of this
column was fired on frem the vicinity of a long barn located at
J and from the orohard area east of position K. The lst Batta-
lion deployed and attacked thls resistance. In.the meantinme,
the remainder of the 24 Battallen orossed the road and secured
the objective,

Early on the morning of 20 August the 34 Battallen, 317th

Infantry, received orders to attack west along the ARGENTAN -
EXME3 read and, in conjunction with the 318th Infantry, te se-
cure ARGENTAN, The battalien retained its ewn antitank platoon
and the third platoon of Antltank Company remained attached,
By 1045 hours the advance elements of 3d Battallion and the 318th
had secured ARGENTAN with no resistance, and by 1405 that after-
noon had contacted the British 1lth Armored Divisien. (34) The
34 Battalion thus passes out of the picture portrayed by this

monograph.

1337 Statement of Captain James Mullen,
{34) A~5, p. 6, Serial No., 2, 20 August; p. 7, Serial No, 7
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the battallion commander the lat Battalion was completely en-
gaged, and wounded and PW's were drifting back in a steady
stream., One wounded efficer stated almest hysterically that
‘the troops were "being slaughtered by tanks in the orchard.”
The piatepn leader of the 24 Battalion antitank platoon, find-
ing himself unable to move to the support of his ewn battalien,
had attempted to assist the lst Battalion;and had put his guns
into actien in the near edge of the orchard., His gun crews
ferthwith had been driven from their positions by small arms
fire and the platoen loader was convinced that 5%7mm guns could
not be eperated successfully in the ordhard. |

At this same time a German PW of Polish extraction was be-
ing'interrogated at the temporary battalion CP and was only teo
sager to glve 1nformation concerning the German dispositions
~and plans., He stated that a German counterattack had been Sche-
dﬁled to move north up the ARGENTAN - TRUN road supported by
tanks in an attempt to dislodge the Americans from their posses-
gion ef the division objective, CO Antitank Company censidered
that the time had arrived to use the mobile reserﬁe of M~10 TD's,
| Captain Smith's tanks had enoounteréd German tanks in the north-
most edge of the orchard, and one M-4 had already been knoocked
.mut. The tanks'were now regrouping inr the edge of the woods pre-~
paratory to trying te clear the orchard a second time.

C0 Antitank Company moved by Jeep at once to position E via
position ¥ and immediately summened hoth of the M-=10 platoon
leaders. He ordered the junlor platoon leader to move at once
ff@m his positien at.E to join the tanks in ﬁhe edge of the er-
chard and te move in te clean out the German tanks 1n the north-
most edge of the orchard. The senior platoon leader was ordered
- to follow CO Antitank Company to a position frem which he could
deal with the anticipated counterattack ceming up from ARGENTAN.,
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CO Antitank Company had determined by persenal receonnalssance
that the twoe trails leadiné out of the erchard area and inter-
gecting at position M were actually sunken reads, and at many
places aleng their course where ether small trails (not shown
on map) intersected them, there were ideal hull-down positions
for the destroyers., CO Antitank Cempany then led the senior
platoen leader's destroyers down the road E ~ P rapidly, while
the second platoon of TD's followed at about 200 yards,

As CO Antitank Gampany_reached position F several shells
exploded directly in front of his jeep in the branches of the
poplar trees which lined the road. The senler platoon leader
'had not fellowed dlrectly on the road but had moved on the
south aide mf:it in order to use the trees and semi-hedgerow
banks on either side for cover and concealment, The first
£light of shells was followed immediately by several others,
and CO Antiténk Company and his driver and bodyguard dived for
the roadside ditch, The TD's halted, swung thelr guns to bear
on the orchard and prepared to give battle., CO Antitank Company
~unslung his field giasses and attempted to pick up the seurce ef
these rounds, It rapidly became apparent that they had heen
fired by Captain Smith's tanks from thelr positions in the south-
east edge of the orchard. These tanks now depleyed and advanced,
firing occasionally as they came, COC Antitank Company cautioned
the TD's not to return the fire and ran out waving a colored
recognlitien pénel which, incidentally, saw its first use at thla
time. Captaln Smith fecognized G0 Antitank Compeny and the M-10tg
and his tankg ceased firing. He moved up cloger and informed CO
Antitank Campany that he had thought that the TD's were German
tanks and had attempted to engaege them with HEAT shell. Captain
Smith was then told by CO Antitank Cempany that he sheuld expect

a reinforcement of one platoon of these TD's to bolster his fires
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~when he went after the German tanks in the erchard. CO Antitank
Campéhy then returned te the other plateen ef TD's where he was
cenfrontaed by the now thoroughly aroused TD platoon leader.
This officer was cenvinced, apparently, that this outfit would
net be satisfied with getting him shot up by the Germans, but
if that were not possible they intended te shoet him up them-
selved. Notwithstanding this incident, the M-lolplatoon was
moved raplidly into the sunkeﬁ road posltions aferementioned.

At precisely the instant that Captain Smith's tanks opened
Tire on the TD's the promised German counterattack developed
frem ARGENTAN, and one Mark IV and four Mark-V German tanks were
seen moving rapldly eut ef ARGENTAN in the directlen of the eb-
jeotive and slong the ARGENTAN — TRUN road., They were spotted
immediately by the_towed TD platoon whioh'was'dug in arfew hundred
yards west of position C along the ARGENTAN -~ EXMES road, This
plateon instantly prepared to take them under.fire. However, the
Division Artillery Cemmander of the 80th Division, Brigadier Gene-
ral Edmunhd W. Searby, was at tﬂis gun poéitién and ordersed the
platoon leader not to open fire, since he believed the tahks in
question were British,'and not German. The platoon leader protes-
ted that the tanks were in faot German, bﬁt General Searby would
not believe this untll he observed them through captured German
high-power binodulars, which clearly showed the black cresses en
the turrets. (36} This platoon immedlately opened fire and in a
matter, llterally, of .seconds had hit and halted all bf the Ger-
man tanks except one Mark-V, which got away past pesitien L,
heading to the nerthwest. In the geheral excitement of the en-
gagement with Captain Smith's tanks this incident had gene un~
noticed by both CO Antitank Company and the TD platoon leader,

-T36Y Statement of Captaln |then Lisutenant) Edawin Donnelley,
: Platoeon Leader, Antitank Company, 317th Infantry.
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who were not aware of the presence of these tanks until they
atarted tbward positibn M and spétted the four burning hullsg
gcattered along the road in back of M,

The second plateon of M-lO's'joined Captain Smitht's tanks
and, amply protected by infantry, they proceeded into the or=-
chard, A short but aharp flight developed there with twe German
'Mark-V's, which ended with bbth the German tanks and one more
of Smith's degtroyed. The lst Battalion then mopped up the or-
chard area and made a junction with the 24 Battalion., By 1030
nours the division objective was considered taken and the 24
"Battalion was dug in and amply supported by the tanks, TD's and
AT guns which they had eried fbr go desperately earlier in the
morning, This action was accomplished with a loss of approxi-
mately 75 casualties.

The lst Battalion was ealled upon at about 1700 hours to
move to the north up the ARGENTAN - TRUN road and knock out a
final pocket of resistance., Thls action developed into such a
confused melee that at thils late date it is impossible to des-
oribe with any degree of certitude exactly what happened.
Suffice it to say that early on the morning of the 2lst the lst
Battalion accepted the surrender of approximately 700 Germans
about one mile north of position K without incurring a single
casualty. _ |
ANATYSTS AND CRITICISM

In éummary, it may be sald that Antitank Company (Reinf,)}
accomplished its mission, l.e. - the 23 and 1lst Battalions cap-
- tured the division objectives without gerious Interference by,
or casualties_received from enemy tanks. In all, ten German
tanks were enoountered by the regiment of which at least two are
believed to have been counted twice. (37) Out of this number

gix were destroyed.

(37} The twe tanks which escaped from the ambush |8ee pgS. £o-23)
passed around E Company and are believed to be the same
two encounhtered in the orchard.
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{1) The attack of the 318th Infantry had been halted
largely through the devastating effect of the fire of the 40mm
and 20mm antiaireraft guns. This was foreefully brought home
to the author when on 18 Aﬁgust he spoke with several officers
of the 318th Infantry who had experienced this fire that very
day. When the objective was finally captured it was evident
from the gun locationg and the number of empty carfridgg cages
strewn in the vicinity of these emplacements that a heavy volume
of thls type of fire had been placed upon the attacking troops

-of the 318th Infantry.

(8) It is believed that the responsibility placed
upon CO Antitank Company through giving him command of all the
AT meagures assigned to the regiment placed too heavy a control
burden on him. This becomes most apparent when the organlza-
tioné over which he had difect command are tabulated:

(a) +the 18 57mm guns of the 317th Infantry,.

(b) the 12 guns of the company of the 610th

TD Battalion.

{0) the 8 M-10's of the 8934 TD Battalion.
It may thus be seen that CO Antitank Gumpany had command of 38
guns. The personalities of the various subordinate commanders
involved, plus_the.problems outlined on page 7, plus the neces-
aity for diplomatic behavior by CO Antitank Company in hls posi—
tion between the regimental commander and executive offlcer, on
one hand; and the three battalion commanders, on the other, add
up to a sizeable command problem, Compound this command problem
by the lack of common; efficient communications with Whioh to
control two of the three main components under his command and
it is evident that inefficient operation was to be the insvitable
result. It is considered that the results achieved were largely
the result of '"main strength and awkwardness" rather than effi-

cient operation.

- 20 -



(3) TFrem the opéning phases of this action a series
of inecidents occurred which proves that at high, as well as at
low levels of command within the 80th Division a véry fundamen=
tal deflciency existed, i.e. - the inability to distinguish be-
tween friendly and enemy armored vehicles. This deficiency al-
mnost resulted‘ih a lost opportunity to destroy enemy tanks at
a eritical moment of the ehgagement, and again almost resulted
.in two components of the American forces becoming involved in
a private battle between themselves, _

(4) All of the armored vehicles destroyed in this ao-
tion were destroyed by the fire of the 3-inch guns of the TD's
or the 75mm tank guns, The 57mn guns could not be moved into
- pesition phyéically to engage enemy armor. If they héd been in
| pesition it is questicnable whetherfthey would have been able
to penetrate the armor of the Mark-V tank. On the other hand,
the fire of the 3-inch TD guns proved to be highly accurate and
easily penetrated the hull armor of the Mark-V, even at the ex-
treme range of approximately 2,200 yards, when the toWed'TD'é
destroyed the four German tanks on the ARGENTAN - TRUN road.

(5) The apparent lack of‘trainiﬁg displayed by the
driver of the 57mm prime mover in attempting to back his gun
over an obstacle may be partlally excused on the grounds that
the individual was participating in his first real battle. How-
ever, this deficlency points up a vital lesson, in that it 1is
considered essential that crew-served weapons immediately be
placed in firing position sited on the best available fleld of _
fire, whenever halted other than momentarily.on a fleld of battle.

| (8) CO Antitank Company was placed in the untenable
position of commanding units with which he had not the slightest
degree of familiarity. €O Antitank Company had never, during

‘his entire service prior to the day the units were attached to
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the Slvth Infantry, seen either the towed 3~-inch TD gun or the
M=-10 TD, other than in magazine illustrations. He had not the
slightest knowledge of their capabilities and limitatioens, or
their tactics and technique,. Censequently, he was faced with
the hard necessity of acceptling entirely the recommendations

of the respective unit'commandegs, and when these proved to be
unrealistic when applied to particular terrain, relyiﬁg on his
own cemmon sense and good judgment. When this situation was .
compounded, owing to the sour and uncooperative attitude of one
of the unit commahders, which was induced through previous un-~
savory ekperiences at the hands of individuals who were ignorant
of his unit's capabilities and limitations, a serious deficlency
results.

| {(?) fTactics and technique are thoroughly laid down

in Fleld Manuals and instruction given at Service Schoels. The
'taetics and technique thus learned basically are refined during
ﬁraining and maneuvers., However, in combat, the situation, ter-
rain, enemy, and thé.unusual mental stresses generated in indivi-
duals often tend to obscure, alter or modify the tactics and techw.
nique préviausly learned. .The degree of modification may be séid
to vary prcportionélly to the personality and mental make-up of
the Individusl invelved, and the ever present factors of the git-
unation, terrain and enemy.  lLeaders must therefore constantly be
prepared to alter radically and rapidly their preconceived ideas
concerning tactics and technlque, once combat has been joined.

LESSONS_LEARNED

(1) Automatic small callber antiaircraft oannon are

P B USRI P A e Ly

very effective weapons when used against ground targets.
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(2) No commander should be given attﬂggments in such
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numbers as to be beyond his scope of command and control.
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(3} It is essential that offlcers and men of all
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ranks and grades be thoroughly trained in battlefie;d-type rec—
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egnitien of enemy and friendly vehielgs and eqpipment., This
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is partieularly gagsential in the cage of enemy tanks and aircraft:m

?1 il e (4) gll caliber. sowed AT guns are not capable of
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ceping with modern armere@ vehicles. Owing to their laok of
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 pEtE e eid mebility, there s reason to doubt seriously whether o
e N N
tewed AT guns of any caliber are useful under modern tactical - I
gpd technical ceonditions, .
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(5) Troops must be trained to place crew-served wea-
'j:eﬁpens in firinéﬁpesEEEDne and eite “them o the beat “avaiiabie
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{{.field of fire whenever 1 they are halted on an mctive battlefield.
(8) Units whieh are to. fight together mist train to-
.ﬁfiﬂ?ﬁwin order to obtain a mutual understanding ‘of ‘éach other's
¥ gapablilities and linmitations and develop teanwork and ceerdinaf
tion. They must alse'peesess common communications facilitiles.

(7) Leaders must approach each combat situation with

an epen mind, prepared to alter their preconoeived ideas on tac-

tios and teohnique immediately, depending on the situation, ter- Lo
kv

, rain, enemy and, above all, the personality and mental make-up hﬂﬁp
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of superior, subordinate and adjacent leaders,
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