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THE ALLIED COUNTERATTACK
26 DECEMBER 1944 - 27 JANUARY 1945
(ARDENNES CAMPAIGN - EUROPEAN THEATER)

INTRODUCTION

This monogra;h covers the operation of the Allied
Forces 1In counterattacking and reduclng the Ardennes salient
during the ?eriod 26 Decembér 1544 - 27 January 1945,

For purposes of ofientation it will be necessury to
give a brief picture of events prior to this action.

In early December 1944, the Allied Armies were poised
on the threshold of germany. From the mouth of the Rhine in
the north to the Swiss border in the south the 3ermans had
retreated to the conerete fortresses and pillboxes of the
Slegfried Line, The U. S. First and Ninth Armies had pene-
trated the Siegfried Line near Aachen only to be stopped on.
the west bank df'the Roer river. (1) (See Map A)

Throughout the late fall months, along the entire front,
the battle had been one of infantry slugging., In addition to
coxbuat losses the infantry suffered an abnormal percentage
of casuzlties due to ex;osure.‘ This caused shortages not
only in unit strength but in the nuﬁber.of divisions required
to verform all the necéssary tasks. Every effort was made
to relieve the shortage of infantry replacements. Service
units were pared to‘the minimuﬁ; eliglible men in the Services
of Supply were replaced by limited-service men or WACs; the
Air PForces transferred ten thousand men to the gfound force,
In sone caées, infantry divisions were sent from the United
States without waiting for the necessary shipping space for

their trucks, artillery, and_othsr heavy equiyment. These

(l) A-sg po 329-
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ﬁnits were either uséd to repiﬁce tirea units In the line
or were assigned sectors and supported by such corps or ar-
my artillery as could be made available. (2)

The Allied plan detcrmined to retain the offensive in
order to prevent the Germans from bullding up thelr defenses.

These plans were Lo exert the maxlmum effort in Aachen sector

and to sustain the suceessful operations in the 3Jaar - Wis-

sembourg sectors with the bglance of avallable forges. As

a result of these decislons, 1t was necessary to disperse
units thinly over long stretches of front. One such sector
between Monschau and Trelir was held by not more thian four

divisions. 7This calculated risk was taken by Aliied Tead-

.quarters based upon the fact that thls area contalned no

large depobts or importaﬁﬁ objectives, and because of the
relatively difficult terrain. 4n attack through the Ardennes

was deemed possible but not irobable; further, it was felt

that the Jeoruans would not attempt to stage a large scale

~winter offenslive through the mountains with whleh the Allied

Forces could not cope. (3)

GERIAN COUNTHRCFFENSIVE ~ 4ENSRAL SITUATICH

During early Debember 1944 the Jerman Migh Command
secretly assembled.three armies, totaling scme 14 infantry
and 10 panzer and panzer grenadier divisions in the Elfel.

n 16 Deceﬁber, these thres armies,‘supplemented by a panzer
brigade o?erating with American equipmunﬁ and by parties of
paratroopers dropped throughout the batﬁlé area, particular-
1y in fhe Malmedy'area whzre about one béttalion was.dropped,
launched an—all-out offensive against the thinl%—held Flrst
U. 8. Army front between ﬁonschau and.Echternach. {(4) The

(2) A-3, p. 333; (3) A-2, p. 75; (4) A-2, p. 76,
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g;neral-plan of the enemy was to strike through.to the
leuse, then to B;usscls and Antwerp, the Alllest! principal
port. It was precéded by & heavy schedule of coordinated
artillery fire on front-line installations at 0B30 hours.
After two and one-half hours of this, long range {ire was
concentrated on key rear installations. Four mailn thrusﬁs
were made by panzer spearheads followed by Infantry divi-
..sions. The nofthern spearhead (initially planned as the
main effort) was checked and deflected by the stand of the
V Corps at Malmedy and Mohschau. The secondary thrust di-
rected in the directlion of Namur, was delayed and dlvided
by tﬁe left flank of the VIII Corps. The_norfbern portion
‘of this column, which was reenforced to becoms the maln
‘effort, was held by the commlttment of the XVIII Airborne
corps at Werbomont and stopped in the liarche - Hotton area
by the swift movement of the VII Corps. The column to the
south of these, continulng &s the secondary effort, was
stopped at Bastogne by the center of the VIII Corps. The
diversionarj éttagk.toward Luxembourg, against the right flank
of the VIII Corps, was stopped durlng its initial phase._'
(5) | |

 Allied Feadquarters ascted promptly and declisively to
counter this blow from the Wehrmacht, fThe 10th Armored Di-
vision from the south and the 7th Armored Division from.the
north were béth moved to the flanks of the attack. (6)

All svallsble reserves in the 1lZth Army Group were

used to bolster the flanks of the penetration, and the XX

British Corps of the 2lst Army Group was given the job of



ﬁolding'the line of the Meuse‘and protecting the vital
Liege.area. Because_the penetration had disrupted wire
cormunicatlons between General Bradley's l12th Army Group
-Headquarters in the'c%ﬁy of Luxembourg and the First U. S.
Army Hgadquartersi Genépal Eisenhower, on 19 December,
ordered the . S. First and MNinth Armiss under the tempo-
rary operational control of 2lst Army Group, effective
1330 hours 20 Decembsr. The 101lst and 82d Alrborne Divi-
slons were.brought up from théater reserve in the vicinity
of Réims and placed undef command of the 12th Army Group
on 18 December, These Lwo divisidns constituted the last
of Theater Reserve. The 11th Armored Division had just
errived from England and was directed to éssemble rapldly
In the wvicinity of Relms and to be prepsred to meet a head-
on attack_across fhe Meuse., (7)) On 22 December, Third
U. S. Army attacked the south flank of the salient with the
III corps, in a maeting engagement which éontacted the ene-
ﬁy approximately fifteen miles north of Arlon. (8)

| Meanwhile the 10lst Airborne Division, Combat Command
R of the 9th Afmored Division, Combat Command B of the 10th
Armored, and remnants of overrun units, were completely en-
circled at Bastogne on 22 December. (9) (See Map B )

First U. S. Army on the north continued to run its sast
to west defenses ahead of the enemy. VII Corps, which had
been initisally sst up as a mobile reserve, was committed to
a defenslve position aiong the Marche - Hotton line on 21
December, {(10) |

The situatlon in the western portion of the salient

(7) A-10, p. 195; (8) 4-6, p. 22; (9) A-34, p. 174; (10)
A-1, p. 114,
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remained fluild. British XxX Cofps Qas assembled In reserve
between Liege and Bruésels on 19 December., (11)

Except for local sucgcesses by the Ix_Tactical Alr Com~
mand on 17 and 18 December, Allied Alr Forces were grounded
during the period 16 -~ 22 December by adverse weather con-

‘ditions, (12)

RELIEF OF BASTOGNE

Oon 23 December, the XII Corps joined in the Third U. 3.
Army attack. (13) XX Corps had been assipgned the mission
of defending the former Third U. S. Army front as far south
as Saariautern, while Seventh U. 3. Army extended its left
boundary approximately twenty-five miles to take over some
of Third Armyts former zone. (14) |

Third Army's &ttack; af'ter making substantial gains on
22 December, impeded only by local counterattacks, met fa-
natical resistance on succeeding days. Progress was slow,
but on the late afternoon of 26 December contact was estab=-
1ished with the defenders at Bastogne. \(15)

During the period 22 - 26 December, 2lst Army Greup on
the north succeeded in containing the enemy along the Hotton -
Mérche - Clney line. Contact was established with the British
20th Armored Brlgade between (iney and Dinant. VII Corps units
successfully attacked the 2d Panzer Division on 25 December
in the vicinity of gelles - Clney. It is significant that
13 enemy self-pfopeiled guns, completely out of gasolins,
were captured near Celles. On 26 December the "Bulge", as
it was known, wasjcontained end the e¢nemy stopped approxi-
‘mately 5 miles from the Meuse, (1l6) (See Map C)

(11) A-12, p. 2203 (12) A-7, p. 156; (13) A-34, p. 196;
(14) A~-34, p. 174; (15) A =37, p. 205; (1B) A-1, p. 120.
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n 23 Decembef; the wea%her cleared and stayed clear
untll 26 December. The entire Allied Alr Force concen-
trated its efforts on reducing the Ardennss salient, Hea-
vy bombers of the Strategic Air PForces attacked marshalling
yards east of the Rhine and communicsation centers such as
St. Vith. ‘he light and.medium bombers of the Tactical
Alr Forces destfoyed bridges, dumps, headquarters, and
other targets within the battle area, The fighter-bombers
ranged over the sntire area, attacklng the Luftwaffe, who
thémselves seemed to be making an all-out sffort to regain
air superiority. A coordinated attack on all German alp
Force airfields on 24 December decreased the power and in-

tensity of the German Alr Force efforts. (17)

COUNTERATTACK - FIRST PHASE

On 27 and 28 Decerber, Third U. S. Army redelled re-
peated counterattacks in the Bastogne area. Galns of 3000 -
4000 yards‘were made iﬁ the TIITI and XIT Corps areas. The
enemy had given up his probing to the north and was moving
units from the north, and from reserve, in an attempt to
capture that important rosd center, The lith Armored Divi-
‘slon and the 87th Infantry Division were released by SHAEF
to 12th U, s. Army Group und placed in the VIII Corps sec-
tor on the left flank of Third irmy. VIII Corps could ac-
complish little because of the ice and snow hindeping rove -
ments on roads, -(18) The Neufchateau - Bastogne road was
cleared by Combat. Command A of ch Armored Divisibn.- Two
surgical teams and three days!' medlcal supplies were flown
into Bastogne by glider on 25 December.

On 27 December, the front line ﬁositions on the north

(17£8§-2, Pe 77, A7, p. 156; (18) A-3, p. 561;  (19) A-32,
p. 182,
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flank.of the salient_were maintained by active defense and
aggressive patrolling. An enemy attack neszr Elsenborn was
repulsed by Artillery fire,

First U;-S. Army issued a letter of instructions on
27 Decembeér announcing an intention to hold on the left and
ﬁenter, and to attack from the right. In substance 1t stated:

XVIII Airborhé and V Corps were to defend in thelr sector.

VII Corps was to defend the line Warche ~ Hotton, ex-
tend aast‘of Hotton to link with the KVIiI Alrborne Corps and
prevent infiltration bétween Marche and Dinant. It was to
be prepared to attack in the direction Marche - Houffallze
on Army order.

5th Armored Division to remain in assembly area vicinity
of Hupen and be prepared to attack on Army order.

The 51lst Britlsh Highland Division was £o remain in
assembly areas south of Liege, prepared to counterattack.

(n 28 December, operations in First U. S. Army con-
sisted of readjustments to ilmprove dispositions in accor-
dence with the letter of instructions issued the previous
day., Enemy activity consisted mainly of attempts at infil-
tration, whigh were quickly mopped up..

Flrst U. S. Army amended its 1ettef of instructions of
the_previous day to dhange the Army boundéry 80 as to permit
the XXX British Corps to assume responsibility for the line
west of Marche, It further provided that the First U. S.

- Army would hold defenslvely while regrouping its forces.
(20)
On 29 December, Third U. S. Army made small gains in the

(20) &-1, p. l24,
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III and XII gorps zonés against reér-guard action, utilizihg
the high ground between the Sure and Wiltz rilvers. The
Infantry were approaching the key communicﬁtions center of
Wiltz, which the'enemy stubbornly refused to surrender, in-
=
asmuch as it was vital to him in the counter-offensive which
he hoped to resume. The corridor into Bastogne was'stréngthe
ened and widened. (21)

| On the horth gide of the salient, the situation remained
geﬁerally unchanged on 29 December, The enerly shifted 1 SS
Penzer Division south to Bastogne, where 1t was identillied
the following.day. It was soon to be followed by other di-
visions of the Sixth Pahzer Army. XXX British Corps com-
rmenced the relief of U. S. VII Corps. Hnemy was reported
out of contact in the Rochefort area.,

On SO‘December,.enemy pressure lessened conslderably on
the Pirst Army front and activity was cohfined to patrolling.
XXX British Corps assumed'rssponsibility for the line from
ilarehe (exelusive) to ¥armur. on 31 December, there was 1little
activity on the north flank of the sallent except for exten-
sive patrolling., 824 alirborne Division of the XVIIT Alr-
borne Corps reported no enerty contact 1000 yards forward along
the entire division front., (22)

Handling of dead at cemeteries was hindered by the re-
celot of Asrmans completely clothed in amsrican uniforms and
wearing U. 8. dog'tags; .Also on this date, a salvage repair
unit In Thirdlarmy began to manufacture snow camouflsage
sults from rattress covers, (23)

On 29 December, the 87th Infantry Division and the 1llth

Armored Division of the VIII Corps closed In southwest of

(1) A-6, p. 20; (22) a-1, p. 126; (27) A-34, p. 186,
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df'Bastogne and prepared to att&ck in the diréction of
Houffalize in the rnorning, The next morning, when the
attack Jumped off, %t ran into the flank ﬁf'a two-divi-
sion enemy attack on Basfogne from the west, The méeting
éngagemant, although a surprise to both sides, was fortunate
for the U, s, forces; for had the enemy attack not been
checked, it wéuld have breached and possibly closed the Ras-
togne corridor. oOn 30 Decenber, the enemy launched a two
division sttack against the III Corps and”another against the
northeast sector of the Baustogne perimeter. after bitter
fighting all day, there was no substantial change in the
front, Oﬁ 31 December, seventeen attacks were hurled at
Third U. S. Army front. the Luffw&ffe made 64 raids

agalnst Third U. 3. irmy installations,

Third Army reported slisht gulns except in the XIT
Corps zone, where an advance of épproximateiy two and one-
half miles were gained in a surbrise attack along the road
 to St. Vith., (24)

During the Tighting through the deep gorges, dense
woods and bare'ridges of the Ardennes, the troops suffered
eXtremely from thé zero and sub-zero temperatures. wounded
men, 1f not recovered and eévacuated at once, would freeze
to death in & matter of minutes, Aid men used slelghs and
mounted litters on skis to assist in getting casualties to
an aid station., Demolition charges had to be used to enable
men to pierce the frozen ground to dig foxholes., The situ-
ation was further Qggravated by the fact that a large per-
centage of the replacements recelved by Third Army imme-

diately prior to the Bulge, were clerks, artillerymen, and

(24) A-37, p. 207.
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other Individuals hurriledly glesaned from rear echelon

units early in December, and pressed-into service a3 in-

fantrymen. The é6th Division, for example, received 4000

of these replacements just a few days prior to moving from

Metz to a neeting ehgagement north of Arlon. iany of these
replaceménts never lived to realize their handicap and many

others quickiy-succumbed-to exhaustion, then frostbite or

trenchfoot,:befofe they fired their first shot at the enemy,

vehlcular travei was slow and unreliabie. The snow

was not génerally deép, but soon became a glittering sheet

of lce on the roads. Tanks, 1n_particular,_wou1d get out

of control on even slight grades, and skate ponderously

until thej crashed to thé side of the road, usually tearing

UP all telephone wires along that edge. (ross country traf-

Tic was seldom feasible'becausé'of the ruggedness of the

- terrain. Linemen had to dig and tear up miles of wire
through the crusted snow to find a break.

No camouflage clothing suitable for the dazzling white
landscape was avallable, but‘the men soon imprévised; general-
ly they used some housewife'!s sheets or pillow cases. The
ghoepacs then lssued were unsuitable and disliked by everjone.
The combat boot and overshoe combination was the most popylar
and practical type of footgear, but overshoes were still in
somewhat short supply.

| During the period 26 - 31 December, the weather inter-
mlttently pérmitted the Tactical Alr Force to support the in-
fantry., The Air - Artillery - Infantry team was used against
‘front line targets and targets of ovportunity with excellent

results, (25)

(25) Personal knowledge.
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At midnight, on the nighthof 51 Decemher, 8ll guns in
Third Army fired rapid fire on German positions for twenty
minutes; (2€) The next morning the Luftwaffe, in a long
planned-for mass attack, came out with the largest concen-
tration of planes since D-Day. oOver 800 sorties were flown
against Allied airfields in Holland, Belglum, and France,
inflictiﬁg considerable damage to planes on the ground. But
In the process, the enemy lost over 300 planes, (27)

On 1 January_1945, the enemy directed several probing
attecks against the eastern séction of the Bastogne perimeter.
IIT Corps made slight gains, but XX and XII Corps situatlions
showed no change. (28)

on 1l Janﬁary, a letter of Instructions was lssued at
Headquarters First Army. It indicated that XXX British Corps
had complebted the rellel of the VII Corps west of Marche, and
would complete the rellef from Hotton southwest by daylight
on & January. It directed the VIT Corps to launch an attack
in the area befween the Curthe and Lienne rivers on 3 January,
with the misslon of recapturing Houffalize and gslning con-
tact with Third Army. fThe VII Corps would be composed of
the 2d and 3rd Armored Divisions; the 83rd and 84th Infantry
Divislons, the 75th Infantry Divisions untll its units were
passed through by the attaeck, and a screening forece of the
€2d Alrborne bpivision in front of the VII Cbrps, as agreed
upon between Corps commanders. The XVIII Airborne Corps
and V Corps were to defend and patrol strongly at D-Day”’
H=-Hour. fThe XViII'Airborne Corps had the additional mission

of protecting the left flank of VII Corps and of moving its

(26) A-37, p. 211; (27) A-3, p. B63; (28) A-34, p. 204,
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fiank units to conform with VII Corps flank as it ad-~
vanced, (29) (See Wap D)

On 1 and 2 January 1945, there was little actlivity in
First Army zone except preparations for the attack. Losses
of personnel, artillery, llasion planes, and tanks were re-
placed, and all units brought up to strength. 4 full scale
air support program was planned for the jump-off on & Janu-
ary. (30) |

| - VIIXI Corps, on the Third Army front, crossed the Marche -
Bastogne highway on 2 January. III and XII. corps fronts moved
little.or not at all in the faece of determined enemy resis-
tance, Eneﬁy units from the First and Seventh Army fronts
were identified in the Third Army zone. (31)

On both Army fronts, the artillery, with the new prox-
imity fuse, was of major 1mpprtance iﬁ breakling up enemy
attacks, in reducing his resistancé, and in continually im-
peding movement and destrdying his equipmenf by long range
interdictory fire., The nature of the terrain, especially
when covered with snow, made cross-country movement generally
Impossible and canalized-his-movement to the few roads
avallable, Critical polnts on' these roads weré kept under

continuous interdiction.

_COUNTERATTAny- SECOND PHASE

The First U. S. Army Jumped off at 0830 hours on 3
January on a twenty-five mile front agalnst the north side
of the énemy salient, Becauée of the overcast and cloudy
weather, alr support was not possiblé. it immediateiy en;

countered well dug-in defenses protected by road mines and

-

(29) A-1, p. 126; (30) A-1, p. 127; (31) A-34, .p. 206,
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'foad blocks, The roads Weré slippery with mud and ice,
and at the end of the first day all units had moved for-
ward 2000 - 3000 yards.

In the V Corps zone, patrols demonstrated as far for-
ward as 1200 yards, then withdrew to thelr original positions
before the end of the day.

0n & January, progress of the attack by First Army was
much the same as on the first day. Progress was again mea-
sufed In yards.

On 5 Janusry, the weather cleared up and Tactical Alr
Force supported the Pirst Army attéck. Tne slippery roads
hindered the movement of armor, and small gains were made
by foot elements; |

During the peried 6 - 10 January, the weathzsr closed‘in
agaln and additional snowstorms impeded even the progress of
foot troors. The XVIIIVAirborne Corps shifted its attack
sastward along the ridpges, and outflunked the Germuns de-
fending ascross the cross comgpartments. Qperations were fur-
ther hindered, not only by extensive mine filelds, but by un-
charted mines which the American trooss had hastily used
during their wlthdrawal, and of which no reporfs had been
made. Ice énd snow temporarily neutralized many of these
mines; advance elements many timss passed over.them without
incldent, only to have the mines later set off by heavy traf-
- Tic wearing off the 1ce in conjunction with the midday thaws,
The constant danger from mines furtﬁer delayed advances due
to the necessity of careful swae;iﬁg and removal, |

By 9 January, Flrst Army's front had advanced to the

general line sStavelot - south one mile beyond Salmchatezau

(exeluding vielsalm), thence west along a line just north of
Samree and Laroche, The enery resisted along his north flank
PR . ’
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-but fought only slight delaying actions while withdrawing-
armor from the western portion of the salient. Such
minor enemy counterattacks as did occur were not supported
by artillery. The British XXX Corvs advanced by 9 January,
against the light resistance, about 5 - 6 miles and maine
tained contact with First U, S. Army on its left. (32)

The éﬁemy, meanwhlle, had been concentrating his
armor, artlillery, and infantry on the southern £1ank against
the Third Army. On 3 January, the Germans threw the full
weight of these units in a finel attemvt against the wedge
iIn his left flank., The mainstay of the Americans in re-
prulsing these attacks was the Artillery, which fired over
400,000 rounds during the periocd 1 - 8 January. Much of
this fire was concentraﬁed at ceritical »noints on the
Bastogne - Houffalize road and othsr roads upon which the
eénemy was dependent for supply.

About 7 January, the enemy began movement of his tanks
and Panzer units out of the salient. German attacks con-
sisted solely of infantry and ertillery. On the morning
of § January, the VIII and III Corps jumped off in attacks
against Houffalize and St. Vith. The attack was supported
by over 1000 Artillery pieces of 105-mm or larger. The
IIT Corps made gains of sbout 1500 yards, ahd ﬁhe VIII
Corps succeeded In reaching the woods west of'Noville. {33)

During the concentrated attacks on the Third Army
front 2 « 5 January, the enemy introduced his new rocket

‘artillery, the nebelwerfer. This delivered 50 - 40 rockets
simultaneously on our troops with powerful concuésion ef-
fect, (34) -
| The First Army, by 10 January, had attained its in-
(32) A-1, p. 130; (35) A-34, p. 213; (34) Personal knowledge.
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%ermediate objectives. Orders were lssued for the second
vhase of the attack dn Houffalize and further assigned ths
task of eliminating the enemy salient between the Elsenborn
R;dge and Vielsalm to_the XVIIT Alrborne snd V Corps,
. On 11 and 12 Januery, activitles on the First Army
front consisted mainly of regrouping for the attack on 13
January. . _
The First Army attack Jumped off and proceeded against
light resistance on the west. By 15.January, patrols éf
the Pirst Army éntered Houffalize and found that the enemy
had withdrawn.- The enemy still resisted near ggfing and
Tarther east, (35)
_ on fhe Third Army front, the VIII Corps succeeded in
' reaching St. Hubert and cutting the 3t. Hubert - Houffallsze
'highway by 11 January. On 12 January, the 90th Infantry
Division was moved from the XX Corps area near Saarlautern,
and in a sufpriae attack through the 26th Infantry Divlsion
on the III Corps front, succeeaed in trapping the bulk of‘
Athe_5 Para and 9 Volksgrenadier Divisions in a pocket on
the southeast Bastogne perimeter. A Signsl Corps Deception
Unit was utilized to keep up the 90th Division's normal ra-
dio traffic in the Saarlautern area, and asslzted in achilev-
ing surprise. On 13 January, a fighter pilot reported a
large column of enemy vehicles halted in Houffalize to the
"VIII Corps Artillery whilch, by fire adjusted by the fighter
rilot, sucéeeded in destroylng the column, oOn 16 January,
¢ ontact between First and Third U. S. Armies had been firmly
- established, and the salient was now only a bulge. The ger-

mans frantlecally tried to saVve what was left of their Panzer

(35) A-l, p. 140.
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-units and to pull back the crack divisions, which he had -
comnitted In the airdennes, to the security of the Siegfried
line, PWs captured during the last few days complalned

bltterly about the lack of food. (See Map E)

COUNTERATTACK = THIRD PHASE

Now that the Allled Forces had agaln joined, the task
of mopping-up the remaining bulge was relativély easy. The
bulk of the larger uniﬁs were belng pulled back by Hitler,
leaving small miscellansous detachments to fight a rear gusard
action; _

First U. 8. 4rmy returned to operational control of
Twelfth U, S. Army Group at.midnight 17/18 January.

First U. S. Army consclidated its gains and made siight
‘gains on the 15 - 19_January,-except iq the 92992333 defile
vhere strong enemy counterattacks pushed back our lines, in
the V Corps sector, as much as one mile. (36)

Third Army resumed its offensive on the axis Bastogne -
St. Vith, with the XIT Corps Jumping off on 18 January a-
eross the Sure river, and the VIII and III Corps on 21 Janu-
ary. 'By 2e Januarj the VIII Corps had been pinched out
and pPOgrgss was limited only by the icy, wrecked roads and
small arms fire, By 24 Janvary, the Clerf river had been
reachcd, (37)

The enemy was now clogging the roads in a frantic ef--
fort to save as many of his vehicles as possible., On 21
January, the weather clearcd and the Alr Force came out en
masse to hammer at the retreating columns, Between St. Vith
and Dlekirch the wvehilcle concentrations were particularly

heavw, and on the 22 January, the AP Force had its best day

(36) A-1, p. 143; (37) a-6, p. 31.
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since the invasion. On this day, the IX and XIX Tactical‘
Alr Command (U. S.) and the Second Tactical Air‘Force
(British} destroyed more than.a thousand vehicles, fifty-
plus tanks and almost four hundred rallway cars. (38)

On the right flank of First Army, the VII Corps was
pinched out on 22 January, and in the next four days both
Armiés pushed‘forward sé that'by.27 January the west bank
of the Our river had been cleared, St, Vith had been re-
taken, and our troo.s occupied the line from which they had

been driven on 18 December.

AVALYSIS AND CRITICISHM

The International and political pressureé eﬁerted on
the Supreme Allied Commander during the Ardennes campalgn,
and the personalities of the two principal commanders in-
volved - Fleld Marshal iontgomery and Ceneral Patton -
cannot be disregarded entirely in a criticlism of this.cam-
paign, for they certalinly affected 1ts conduct, Inasmuch
as thls monogravh covers only the period previously stated,
only the results of these factors will be conslidered. |

Inter-Allied coogeration reached a new low in this
caﬁpéign. It is belieﬁed that the Supreme Commander, har-
rassed by a staff ready with_a chofus of "I told you sots",
after the Gerﬁans had sfruck, and by the Inlted States War
Department seeling a goat on which to place the resosonsi-
bility for the surprise schleved by the Germans, was badgered
into dlviding cormmand over the Ardennes sgallent,

The erucial point in repulsing an atiack is that instant
when the attack loses I1ts momentum ~ when the enemy is dis-

organized, and before he can colleect himself and dig in.

(78) A-1, p. 145..
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General Patton Justifies his piecemﬂgl attack, first
with a three-division Corps on 22 January, and with a second
Corps on 25 January;.by the fuct that he achisved surprise,.
‘There 1s no doubt that the Germans did not believe 1t joleX:-£5
sible for an Army to hold a front and make an attack on a
ninetj—degree angle within the short time it took Third
Army to accoﬁplish it. The enemy continued his attack to
the north, and even when he bogged down becsuse of his failure
to capture the large gasoline stores he had anticipated,
st11l he did not begin to mass against the attack from the
south with the necessary force, When he finally begén to
realize the danger in the south and to make his last effort
to reduce the'Bastpghe wédge during the first week in January,
it was too late., Continual decimation of his.forces énd lack
of supplies due to the air attacks combined with continual
artillery pounding, had paralyzed the bulk of his armor,
and soon began to break the morale of hls once fanatical
troops.’

It is quite reasgnable to sssume that the attack from
the south was for the purpose_of relleving the ﬁressﬁre st
the vitael Bastogne road center, By the same token, why was
there not a simllar attack made to hold the vital road cen-
ter at St. Vith? Further, when the 2d panser Division, out
of gas wés hit by the 24 Armbred Division:.&t Clney - Celles
on 25 December, and the enemy attack lost its impstus during
the next few days along the north flénk of the sallent, why
was there not an immediate counterattack from the north?

On page 220 of the book "21 Army Group, Normandy to the
Baltic" by Field Marshal,.the "Viscount Montgomery of Alameln™”,

Karshal Montgouwery explaina that, on 19 December when General

22



Eisenhower instructed him to take operational contreol of the
First and Ninth U. S. Armles, - "The question arose of the
possibility of employing British diﬁisions south and east of
the Meuse; this was a very difficult matter, becausé their
 adm1n1strative axés would run dlrectly across the maln-
tenance routes‘of both Pirst and ¥inth Unlted States Armies,
and 1t would therefore be extremely difficult to avoid
congestion." |

The British XXX Corps began its concentration 1In the
Llege - Brussels area on 19 December.

Speaking, evidenﬁly, about 25 December, HMarshal Mont-
gomery writes, on page 222 of the aforementioned book -

"It had not yet, however, been possible to form a reserve
American corps available for offensive operations in First
Army, énd I now declded to commit Britlsh troops south and
.east of the lMeuse in order to relieve the VII United States
Corps for the pufﬁose. My plan was to employ XXX Corps on
the right flank of the PFirst United States Army, taking
over the sector gilvet - Hotton. These rellefs were to be
completed by 2 January so that VII United States Qorps

- could thrust towards Houffalize on 3 January."

On 27 January, an order was issued difecting the actlon
described above, The XXX Bfitish Corps commenced the re;
lief on 29 December and finlshed finally, on the night of
2 - 3 January - flve days to effect relief on a front which
was generally but of contact with the enemyl

The meticulous plan of regroupling, resting and re-out-
fitting an attacking force, together with a full scale air
support vrogram, 1s certalnly to be admired.l But during
this periecd the enemy was able to organize his northern flank
with a skéleton crew, and to shift the bulk of his forcés to
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attack the ulrecady batterced Third Army.

The fallure of the northern sttack to materialize until
3 January permltted the enemy to resist with well preparéd
poéitions wanned by relatlively small forces, and to ex-
tricate the bulk of his forces with felatively small losses,
considering the "neck" through which he had to withdraw,.

The problems and difficultlies encountered with re-
placements during this camgalgn is one which wé can expect
in all warfare. The policy of fighting a Division then wiﬁh—
drawing 1t to a rest area for the purpose of receiving and
training renlacements ig basicallyrsound. Perhaps the pre-
sent concention of feeding réplacements to a reserve regl-
ment will prevent the reoccurence of committing 1 division
with 40060 green;replécements - practically all the rifle-
men of its front line units. When the replaéement program |
1s considered, first with the idea of egoncmy of force, and
second in that the replacement on the battlefield hés been a
minimum of four to six months in processing and training from
the time of his induction, 1t can readily be seen that the
problem 1s one of the greétest magnifude and possibly one
which can never be completeiy solved, The neceésity to com=
mit all avallable reserve forces and to create fighting units
from service forces can arise in . any war. Perhaps greater
emphasis placed. on the fact that every man in the armed
forces must be prepared to sssume the role of an infantryman,
will help better to prepare a maﬁ to assume that role when
gnd 1f it becomes necessary.,

Losses of fightlng troog:s from causes other than direct
enemy sactlon 1s still & major problem in splte of receﬁt

medical advancements, The physlcal endurance of the front
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line soldier is one of the greatest factors affecting the
results of combat under adverse weather conditions. In this
operatioh, the fact that we had no suitable cold-weafhér
footgear avallable, and trat most of the men levied from
other branches as infantry replacements had insufficient
training, caused a great number of casualties as a direct
result of exposufe to the weather, - |

~ The principle of organization of key terrain 1s well
1llustrated bylthis campaign. The results of this action,
and of the german drive through this area intc Belgium and
France in 1640, tend to prove that the key terrain in the
Ardennes sector is not the Meuse river but the Ardennes
mountains themselves, Desultory delaying activities by the
French covering foréa in the Ardennes, and an'attempt to )
organize the [euse as a main line of resistance; delayed the
| german armies but little in their westwﬁrd advance in 1940,
Organization of the defense at Monschau and Bﬁstogns with-
stood the fiercest attackas the Germans could muster from
their most fanatical forces. Again, once the enemy had
gained a foothold in the Ardennes, he was able to defend
his northern flank against vastly superior forces while he.
concentrated his efforts on the éouth. \

of all the ,rinecipal arms which could be brought to

bear on the enemy - alr, infentry, and armor were sscriously
handicapped by weather and terrain, while artillery retained
the highest relative efficieney.. For exémple, the enemy at-
técks at Elsenborn weré stopped almost exclusively by artillery
fire. At Bastogne, both on the defense and_offense during

the first half of the month of January, artlillery flre was

of major importance in breaking the snemy's will and power.
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In an overall concept, alr power when it could be em-
ployed, was probeblj one of the greatest factors affecting
the destfuctien of the German armles, The use of the Stra-
tegle Air Forces to isolete the battlefield and of the Tac-
tlcal Alr Forces to support the ground forces, and the effect
of such tactics is 11lustrated by the enemy's actlvities and
successes when weather prohibited the employment of our air
power, 'hen we were favored by clear weather, the Allied
Alr Forces actlvities prevented the Germans from adequately
euppofting thelr forces in the Bﬁlge, and prohibited hils dey-
1light movements in ﬁhe'cOmbat area,

The necessity of malntalning hceurate and complete
records of mine flelds was well iIllustrated by the diffil-
culty the Firsf U. S. Army experienced due to our own mines
which had been hastlly and indilseriminately placed during
our withdrawal._ The fact that these mines were sometimes 1n-
Operatfve due to freezing indicates th&t‘necessary action
must be taken to redesign such equipment to enable 1t to

operate under such conditions,

LESSONS

l. TUnlty of command must be nreeerved it maximum co-
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ordination e%weffortewis to be achieved.

/2. Piecemeal attacks are justiflied if surprise 1s

. B L Een s

s 43 S

thereby achieved.

B Fnowledge and application of the principles of de-
fense are & necessary part of the tralining and utilization
of cpmbat forces.

4, Replacements must be fed into combat divisions in

- F ¢ d AR
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smaller, more frequent parcels, to prevent d3%181ons being

committed with tne bulk of tﬁear line elaments composed of
gresn troops.
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5. ‘fThe value of artillery increases when weather and

R N N T T N '
- —— Wuﬂﬂd TR e AR e Ly

terrain combine to hinder the maximum efflciency of other
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combat forces,
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€ Lonr range, accurate waather forecasting is necessary
e Pr— G A msmuu e g

in a complste situation &stimate.

7. Large scale infiltration tactics must be antlelnated
. ST Lt .,

S . e

in modern combat,

8, We must Enticipate that the enemy will take advan-

-

tage of our national habits und we must take such &4obioH~HY "
b et

may be necessary to prevent hils catchling us off guard, par-

ticularly during holiday periods.

$. Counterattack plans and forces must be ready to
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strike an eneny venetration g@g moment it is cqnta*hbd

10, Every effort must be made to increase the combat
effectiveneés of our Inféntry, Armor, and Alr Forces during
adverse weather and terrain conditions.

1l. The supbression of nationalistic tendencies by 1ine-
dividual members of All ed staffs 1s a prerequ151te to suce
cessful Allied operetions.

12, Political 1nterferences and preasures must be an-

tlecinated by all top-ranking corbat force leaders.
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