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THE OPERATIONS OF THE 34TH INFANTRY DIVISION
AT HILL 609, TUNISIA, NORTH AFRICA,
27 APRIL - 1 MAY 1943
(TUNISIAN CAMPAIGN)

ORIENTATION

INTRODUCT ION

This monograph covers the operatlions of the 34th In-
fentry Division in the battle for HILL 609, TUNISIA, RORTH
AFRICA, 27 April - 1 May 1943, during the Allied advance to
the TUNIS PLAIN. | |

In order to orlent the reader, it will be necessary to
discuss briefly the major events which led up to this actlon.
| Early in November 1942,'the Allies successfully invaded
NORTH AFRICA. The landings were a combined British-American
operation and becsame the northern arm of a large pincer move=-
ment in conjunction with the British Eighth‘Army operations in
EGYPT. These attacks wers planned to drive the Germéns from
northern AFRICA. This would allow the Allles to use the
MEDITERRANEAN SEA as & supply route with the protection of
land based alrcraft. It would elso open ancther posalble route
for the invasion of EUROPE. It would prevent the invasion of
EGYPT, the SUEZ CANAL, and the MIDDLE EAST by the Axis powers,
thus biocking the Axis powérs almost completely in all arsas,.
(1) (Sees Map A) _

The successful landingsgin the north combined with the
gdvances of ﬁh§ British Eighth Army in the south led to the
Tunisien Campaign. "This csmpaign which lasted six months

was divided into three phases. The first covered the race
(1’ -A\"l’ P. 3_




between the Allies and the Axis to bulld up a force, in the
BIZERTE—TUﬁIA area, strong enough to deny the other thils key
terrain., The second phase covered the periocd of Axis in-
itlative, during which time the Germﬁns developed and expended
a8 strong perlimeter defense around their holdings in TUNISIA.
The third phase included the decisive period oflthé campalgn}

the Allied victory at MARETH, the capture of BIZERTE and TUNIS,

end the Subsequpnt gurrender of all Axis forcé;m&ﬁ NORTH
AFRICA." (2) |

The first phase -- ¥The race betwesn the Allles and the
- Axis to build up a force in the BIZER@E-TUNIS area, waz won
by the Axis powera, This phase commenced immediately after
the successful landings in NORTH AFRICA, and lasted until the
end of December 1942, The aecond phase -- "Fhe period of Axls
initiative, found the Allies resisting attacks on all fronts,
especially during the month of January 1943, but by the end of
Februar§ 1943 the Allies had succesasfully contained the Axis
attacke., During the first part of March the Allies regrouped
and reorgenized thelr forces and on the %EEEwgf March the Al-

lies commenced the final or third phase of the Tunisien Cam- -

paign. (3) y i?k
L

THE GENERAL STTUATION (See Map B) y:\Ng%i"
R

When the II U. S. Corps received the orders for the final
drive through TUNISIA it was lcocated south of HARTAR and was
ordered to move the entire Corps of over 100,000 men with
their equipment to a new zone of actlion. .This was located
in the north, from the coast st CAPE SERRAT, aouth approxl=-

T i1, p. 14
(3) A-1, p. 34




mately 40 miles to the north edge of MEDJERDA VALLEY. (4)
(See Map B) ,

The IT U. S. Corps at this time consisted of the 1st U
8. Armored Division, the lst U, S. Infentry Division, the
34th U. S. Infantry Division, the 9th U. 8. Infantry Division,
snd the French Corps Franc d!' Afriques. (5) |

The mission of the II U, S. Corps was to attack in_ita
zone of actlon and capture the high ground southeast of
MATEUR, and the heights in the area north of JEFNA and west
of LAKE ACHKEL. (6) |

To accomplish its misalon, the II Corps comnander de-
cided to make the main effort of the Corps on the right flank,
where the attack would assist the main Alllied drive through
the MEDJERDA VALLEY. (7) o ‘

The TINE RIVER VALLEY wes the only area in the Corps
zone of action in which an armored thrust could be made, but"
to use this valley without first capturing the hills on each
slde would place the unit making the thrust in a trap. Be-
cause of this obvious-tfap, it was planned to attack through
the hills using_gg;-lst Infantry Division on the north of
the TINE RIVER. The ?EE;&F?ﬂFFd In{ﬁﬁﬁf? Regiment, part of
the 1st Armored Division, ﬁﬁs‘ét::;;od to the lst Infantry
Division and given the mission of clearing the enemy from the
hills south of the TINE RIVER. Thg area north of the BEJA-

MATEUR ROAD was asalgned to the 168th Combat Team, part of

the 34th Infantry Division. (8) (Ses Map B)

(5) a-1, p. 42

(6) A"l, P 41

{(7) 4a-3, p. 11

(8) A-3, p. 11

* A provisional force that consisted principally of 2 regi-
ments of "Goums"®,

5




The attack in the north part of the Gorpé Zone was made
by the 9th Infantry Division and the attached French Corps.
The objective of this attack wes the high ground north of
JEFRA.
——
The lst Armored Division, less the 6th Armored Infantry
Regiment, and the 34th Infantry Division, less the 168th Com- Wl _
N

)

bat Team, were initlally in reserve. (9) N

T

This Axis forces, now in well prepared defensive posfgion

that made the meximun use of the natural‘defensiva terrain

P

-1n the area, had several advantages over the attackers. First,
the terrain was best suited for defense, and the Germsns had
used the terrain to the maximum. Second, the Germans were
femiliar with the terrain. Third, the German units defending
the area in front of the II U. S. Corps were approximately at

full strength; their supply routes snd lines of communication {4*“

were good and their troops were seasoned combet soldiers. (10)
The German defensive position in the area facing the II
Corps were anchored in the north at CAPE SERRAT, running southe
east down s range of mountains to the TINE RIVER. (11) (See
Msp B)
The terrain in the II Corps zone of actlon consisfed of
a belt of hilla from 15 to 20 miles wide. This belt of hills
running scross the entire zone of action protected the enemy
conmunication center of MATEUR, which was also the key tomﬁbe
BIZERTE ares. In the south half of the sector these hills
had rockyslopes which at times, raised into abrupt cliffs. The
vﬁiloys were nerrow and afforded no protection to the attackers.
The vegetation consisted only of short grasses; There wére no
07 &-3, p. 12

{10) A-3, p. 11
{11) A-2




trees except in the few olive groves locéted in the Velleys.
(12) | |

The weather during this period was warm during the day
but the nights were chilly, making it very uncomfortabio.

~ The best roads in the southern section of the Corps Zone

- e s

were crowned with black top, but were very narrow and mined

in depth. The other roads were little more than tralls and
were of 11£tle use. The railroads were narrow gauge roads
whose beds and ralls had not been maintained; th&refore, the
movement of personnel and equipment over these rallroads was
at beat uncertain, (13)

Due to the recent movement of the Ii Corps into the afea,
and the lack of adequate transportation facilitles, supply
points had not been established and 1t was necessary for eagh
division to obtain its supplies from approximately 50 miles to
the rear uaing‘ita own organizationsl transportation. (14) |

The II Corps attacked on 22 April 1943, and by 26 April,
after hard fighting, the lst Infantry Division had advanced 5
miles into the area southeast of SADI NSIR, dangerously expoa-

P—— o ;T

ing its left flank., To protect the lst Infantry Division it

was planned to launch s coordinated atﬁack by the lst Infantny '

Division and the 34th Infantry Division. The objective of
this attack was to capture the hill maas of HILL 609 (DJEBEL

TAHENT) which was the key enemy stronghold dominating the
highway and railrosd from BEJA to MATEUR. (15) (See Map B)

SPECTAL SITUATION (Ses Map G)

By the beginning of the Tunisian Campaign, the 34th In-

12T £-3, p. 9

(13) A-3, p. 11

" {(14) A-4, Sect

(15) A-1, p. 42

;
14




fantry Division had proven itself on several battle grounds
in NORTH AFRICA. This gave the troops confidence 1n them-
selves, their leaders, and their weapons. Their spirit was
high, and their morale good. The strength of the division
was 90% or higher in all units. The Organization of the Divi=-
sion for Combat was as follows: (16)

168th Infantry Regiment -- 175th Field Artillery Bat-

talion Direct Support

135th Infantry Regiment -~ 125th Fleld Artillery Bat-
talion Direct Support

133nd Infantry Regiment, lesa 2nd Battalion (2nd Bat-
talion attached to.II Corps) in Division Reserve

151st Field Arilllery Battallon General Support

During the period immediately prior to the 25th of April,
which the Divisioﬁhgggmln Corps Reserve; intensilve hight
training was conducted. This training was designed t§ giﬁo
personnel confidence in their ebility to operate efficiently
at night, and was to pay off with interest in the battle for
HILL 609. (17) /,uf’ﬁ \

The supply problem during the battle for HILL 609; which
could have become %ery serious, was handled with very little
difficulty. The II Corps had allowsd the 34th Division to
build up a five day level of supply prior to the start of

operations. This provided the division with supply support

which they could not have had otherwise., The main supply pro-
blem was moving the supplles from division to the assault
units. In the asssult area resupply was made during the night

with small vehicles. Larger vehicles could not operate on the

Ti€T &-4
(17) A-4
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 terrain and also this forced the units to transport ammnition

to positions in small vehicles. Class I supplies were forward-
ed in the form of C rations hbecause of the time and space re-
quired by Class V supplies. Class I supplies were cut down;
however, this shortage did not hamper the operation.

The method of atteck used by the Divislon, in most cases,
commenced with the troops crossing the line of departure from
30 minutes to 2 houré prior to dsylight. This method of ate
tack was used because of the lack of concealed routes of ap=
proach to the assigned objectives,

The terrq}n in the zone of action of the 34th Division
was mountninous, with the highest hill, HILL €09, rising to
a height of 609 meters above seas level, The deepest valley
was about 280 meters above sea level. HILL 600 wazs a 1arg§
hill mass with knolls protruding from 1ts slopes, and val-
leys or ravinea behind each knoll; Thesze amall hills were
characterized by steep slopes which at times became cliffs
of from 20 to 50 feet in height. The ares was covered with
a short gress about a foot in height. The only trees or brush
to be found were around the town SIDI ﬁiﬂf The ground was
hard, dry, and rocky making it very difficult to dig emplace-
mentsa,

The enemy units defending HILL 609 and‘the edjoining
hills made the maximum use of the terrain. They controlled
all of the observation in the area 1in the initial stages of
tﬁe action, The enemy in contact with therdivision in this
action were generally a higher type of soldlier than those that

had been encountered by the division in previous engagementa.




Units of the enemy in contact with the 34th Division consiat-

ed of the following:

24 Battalion, 754th Infantry Regt. Hill 52?:§§lvy ’

1st Battalion, Barenthin Regiment H111 407-473-375

24 Battalion, Barenthin Regiment Aprox; 2 miles N,
of Hill 609

3d Battalion, Barenthin Regliment Hill 609

Speclal Misslon Battalion Hill 409

Mersch Battalion Oberdlend Hill 461

The enemy facling the 34th Division were in positions with
thelr right flank firmly anchored at DJEBEL HARA which con-

sisted of HILLS 407, 473 and 375, From there east to HILL
490, then southeast to HILL 529. (18) (See Map C)

The plan of maneuver of the 34th Divisgion was to attack
the hill mass of HILL 609 with two regiments abreast. The
135th Infantry on the right, and the 168th Infantry on the
left. The 133d Infentry in division reserve. The 168th In-
fantry was to cepture HILLS 407, 437, and 375! with the addi-
tional mission of protecting the divislon left flenk. The
'135th Infantry was glven the mission of capturing HILL 609,
after first clearing the enemy from the protecting hillas.

(19) (See Msp C) | | |

On 25 April, thé 168th Infentry was in position holding
& line from DJBEL GREMBIL south to HILL 344. The lst Battalion
and the 3d Battalion were astrlide the hill mass DJBEL GREMBIL
with the lﬁt Battalion on the righﬁ. The 2d Battalion was in
poaition on HILL 433. | '

Ti—é) A"4:
(19) A-5
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Heavy sartillery concentrations were fired on HILLS 407,
473, and 375 by the 175th Field Artillery Battallon, with II
Corps artillery supporting this fire.

. The lst end 3d Battallons of the 168t%th Infantry attacked
the hills immediately after the artillery conceﬁtrations 1ift-
ed, but were socn pinned down by heavy enemy mortar and machine
gun fire, No further advance waz made by the Division that
day. The l&éggmzpfantry relieved the 2d_Battalion, 1é8th In-
fantry on HILL 34;1 {20)

On the 26th of April the 168th Infantry continued the.
attack on HILLS 407, 473 and 375. The plan of sttack was for
the 1lst and 2d Battalions to continue the attack in the same
direction as on the 25th of April. The 24 ﬁattalion, which
had been relieved by the 135th Infantry on HIZL 544, was to at-
teck the flank of HILL 457. After another heavf concentration
by the artillery, the attack jumped off and this time the regi-
ment was sble to capture HILLS 407 and 437. (21)

In the meantime, the 135th Infantry had sent 1ts 34 Bat=-
tallon to capture SIDI NSIR which was accoﬁplishcd with little
difficulty. '

The stage was now szet for the final phase of'the‘attack ;}

[
H
A

of HILL 609. The 34th Division line now ran from HILL 473 N
east to the base of HILL 490, south to HILL 530, HILLS 484

i

and 530 had been cleared of enemy by the 34 Battalion, 135th

i 2

Infantry during its advance on SIDI NSIR. (See Map C)

NARRATION

27 APRIL 1943 (See Map D)

The 34th Infentry Division Fleld Order Ne, 35, lssued

T80T &-2, Sect
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26 April 1943, directed that on 27 April 1943, the 168th
Infantry Regiment was to continue its attack on HILL 375 and
to continue protecting the 34th Infantry Division ieft flank.
Thé 168th Infantry by nightfﬁll had been able to locate the
enemy positions on HILL 375 and during the night of 27 April
made necessary prepsrations for a dewn atteck on HILL 375
with the 176th Fleld Artillery Battalion in direct support.
(22) |

The 135th Infantry was directed to attack in the direc-
tion of the high ground around SIDI NSIR STATION, and especlel-
1y HILLS 490 and 529, which blocked the epproech to HILL 609.
The mission of attacking HILL 490 was given to the 3d Bet~
talion; 135th Infentry which was forced to attack across the
SIDI NSIR RIVER. In crossing the river end advancing up the

slopes to HILL 490, the 3d Battallon was exposed t0 heavy
enemy fire, but despite this disadvantage, the 34 Battsalion
reached HILL 480, and after heavy hand to hand fighting
captured it. (23)

The 34 Battellon, 135th Infantry, after capturing HILL
490, irmediately commenced reorganizatiﬁn and prepared to de-
fend the hill. The enemy launched an extremely heavy countar-;
attack and succeeded in recapturing the hill, and driving the
34 Battalion back to the base of the hill. During the night
the 3d Battalion made preparations for the recapture of HILL
490 the next day. (24) |

The 1334 Infentry Regiment, less the 24 Battalion, con-
tinued iﬁ division Eeaerve, however the regiment moved from -
thelir positions of 26 April to positions neasrer to the front
(2]  A-5.

(23) A-4
(2¢) 4-4 -
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lines.

28 APRIL 1943 (See Map D)

On 27 April, the 34th Infantry Division issusd Field
Order No. 36, directing the 168th Infantry to attack in its
- zone of actlon to capture HILL 375. The 135th Infantry was
ordered to support the attack of the lst Infantry Division,
on the right flank of the 34th Infantry Division, by attack-
‘ing HILL 609 from the northweat and by making feinting attacks
towards HILL 53l. The main effort of the Regiment was to be
mede on the northwest slopes of HILL 609 by attacking HILL
461. (25)

The 135th Infantry assigned the lst Battallon the mia-
sion of-supporting the lst Infantry Division. The 34 Bat-
talion was to seize HILL 435 after first capturing HILL 490.
The lst Battalion was to meke the feintiﬁg attacks toward
HILL 609 and 551'froﬁ its positions on HILL 529. (26)

The 1lst Battalion carried out. its mission by placing 1n-'
tensive 8l mm mortar end machine gun fire on HILLS 609 and
531. Two of 1ts companles mede repeéted unsuccessful attacks
against stubbofn resistance attempting to selize HILL 531.

- The 3d Battalion, 135th Infantry mede a dawn attack on
HILL 490 after a heavy preparation by thelir supporting artil-
lery. The attack wés successful after heavy hand to hand
fighting and this time the enemy was unable to counterattack
’ immediately. After the successfuircaptura and occupation of
HILL ;gg; the 34 Battallon continued.tho attack and captured
HILL 435. Hardly had i% cleared the top of HILL 435, when the

T25) 3-5
(26) A~-4
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bngmw made a determined counterattack against HILIS 435 and
490. This counterattack was repulsed by the 3d Battalion with
the ald of the supporting artillery. The 3d Battalion was not
- to be firmly in possession of HILLS 435 and 490 until it had
repulsed three more determined efforts to recapture these
hills. (27)

During the fighting on the 28th of April, the enemy used
artillery air bursts, mortar snd machine gun fire with déad-
ly effect, especially since the hard rocky ground and the ab-
sence of vegetation made 1t.almost impossible for the men of
the 135th Infantry Regiment to find cover and protection,

The 168th Infentry continued its attack on HILLS 375 and
433 which were captured. This secured the 34th Infantry Divi-
;I;ﬁ's left flank, and also covered the approach df the 135th-
Infantry to HILLS 435 and 490.

At dusk on 28 April, the 3d Battalion, 133d Infantry re-
lieved the 3d Battalion of the 135th and assumed responsibill-

ity for the defense of HILLS 435 and 490. (28)

29 APRIL 1943 (See Map D)

On 29 April 1943, the 1st Battslion, 133d Infantry was
attached to'tha 135th Infantry and the battalion commander
received orders to move at dusk to an assembly area on ﬁhe
southeast slope of HILL 480, The Battalion Commander, with
the Battaelion S-2 and all Company Commanders, made a thorough
reconnalasance of all possible routes to the new assembly area
and a route was chosen that was completely in defilade. Dur-

ing this reconnalisssnce, the Battalion Commander recelived a.

T127) A-%
(28) A-4
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warning order desoribing three missions, any one of which the
battalion was to be prepared to carry out immedistely ﬁpon ar-
rivai,in the new sssembly area. The missions were:
1. Carry out a night asttack.
2. Abback abt dawn, with or without tenks.
3. Attack at dawn with a rolling barrage.
Regardless of the mission sssigned the bhattalion, the ob-
jective was to capture and hold the northwest slopes of HILL
609, The direction of attack would be to the north until the
right flank compsny reached the foot hills just below HILL
509, then the battalion would pivot on the right flenk and at-
tack HILL 609 in a northeasterly direction. (29)
The battalion sterted its move to the new mssembly area
at 2130 hours snd closed in the area at 0400 hours. During

this move, Company I, lst Armored Reglment was attached to the

battallon. Company'i, 1st Armored Regiment was dlvided between

the two assault units.

The formation for the sttack was for two companies with
the attached tanks to sttack abreast with the Heavy Weapons
Company in general support of the battallon, snd one rifle
company in regerve to follow the battallion on order of the
Battalion Commender. The battalion was to cross the line of
departure at 0600,

All assault units crossed the line of departure at 0600
with the infantry following immedlately behind the tenks and
some mﬁn.holéing on to the tanks. Coordination between the
tanks and infentry was superior. The riflemen showed the tank
~ gunners targets, and the tank éunﬁerg brought accurate and
129) a-4
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effective fire on the targets immedlately. The assault ad-
vanced as plsnned to the foot hills of HILL 609, then pivoting
on the right flank, the battalion turned to the northesst and
moved on to the northwestern slope of HILL 609 by 06456 hours.
Here it prepared defenaive positions and continued to clear
the foot hills of enemy. In this operation by the lst Bat-
talion, 1334 Infantry, and éompany I of lst Armored Regimént,
21 German prisoners were taken. The majority of casualties
received by thé lst Battelion snd Company I were sustained after
the occupsation of positions, vwhen enemy artillery and mortﬁr
fire became intense., (30)

Phe 135th Infantry continued to ettack in its zone of
action with the 3d Battallon reorganizing and then clearing
the enemy from HILL%_EEZ,gnd 434, and the southwest slopes of
HILL 609, The 2d Battalion took over the mission of captur-
ing HILL 461 from the lst Battelion. The lst Battalion was to
clear the enemy from HILL 531 and from the east and northeast
slopes of HILL 609. (31) | |

The 3d Battalion, 136th Infantry, cloaely following the
artillery battalion's rolling barrage, was the to reach the
escarpment of HILL 608 about 1030 hours. When the barrage
was lifted, the 3d Battalion was heavily conntérattacked by
the enemy and driven back about 400 yards. However, by 1600
that day the 3d Battalion had regained the ground lost diring
the counterattack. (32)

The 2d Battalion, 155th-Infantry, attacking HILL 461, met
very strong resistence and was herassed by snfilading fire frdm
HILL 435 where some enemy.troops had infiltrated during the
T50)  A-2, Sect

(1) A-4, Sect
(32) 4&-4, Sect
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night. Progress was very sloﬁ and by nightfall the 24 Bat-
talion had not reached its objective. (33)

The 1st Battalion, 135th Infantry was unable to make any
progress during the day. The lst Infantry Diviasion had been
driven off HILL”§?§ leaving the right flank of the lat Bat-
talion, 135thrinfantry sxposed, and it was harassed by small
eneny attacks most of the day. One heavy enemy counterattack
was partly broken up by artiliery fire, observed and directed
by the lst Battellon Commander from his observation.post. | The
‘enemy finslly was repelled by hand to hend fighting. Late in
the afternoon, the lst Battalion again made an attack on HILL
531 but prOQresa waa slow, and only 2 platoons were able to
reach the northwest tip of HILL 531, During the night the 1st

Battalion continued to ettesck HILL 531. (34)

30 APRIL 1943 (See Map D)

The night attack of the lst Battalion, 135th Infentry was
successful end by 1500 hours hed galned complete control of
HILL 531. All 'fighting' did not stop with the capture of HILL
531, Due to the terrain on top of the'hill; the enemy was able
to establish small packets of resistance that had to he cleaned
out one at & time. The Battalion spent the rest of the day
driving the enemy from these pockets. (35)

The 24 Battalion, 168th Infantry was attached to the
135th Infantry on 30 April 1?45, and ordered to move from lts
assembly area in the vicinity of HILL 375 to HILL 434. 1t
received corders to relieve the'Sd Batﬁalion, 135th Infentry,
on the southeast slope of HILL 609, during the night 30 April -
133] &a-4, Sect |

(34) A-4, Sect
(35) A-4, Sect
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1 May, and to be prepared to defend the position against pos-
sible counterattack. It would make contact with the lat Bat-
talion, 1334 Infantry now located on the northwest slopes of
HILL 609, | |

Upon arrivai at the base of HILL 609, the 2d Battallon
_ found that the 3d Battalion, 135th Infantry, had pulled back
from its original positions, becauae of . "short® friendly.artil-
lery fire. This fire contlnued to fall during the entire per-~
iod of relief, causing numerous casualties. After the relief
was completed the 24 Battalion settled lnto 1ts positlon and
walted for daylight. One hour after dawn a group of enemy,
approximately a combany in strength, was observed approaching
the position., These enemy troops were allowed to approach to
within 50 to 100 yards of the position before the order to open
fire was given. Approximately 50% of the enemy were casual-
tles,

Contact with the lst Battalion, 1334 Infantry, as yet had
not been effected, even though saﬁeral attemﬁts to contact them
hadrbeen made, To ﬁake contact with this unit, the Battalion
Commander of the 24 Battallon, 163th Infantry extended his lines
%0 the left by attaching one‘platoqn from the reserve company
to the company on the left.flank. This platoon extended the
line enough to contactAthe 1st Battalion, 133d Infantry. (36)

The 1lst Battallon, 1334 Infantry rémained in position on
the northwest slope of HILL 609 and continued to clear the area

of enemy snipers and isolated groupa.

1 MAY 1943 (See Map D)

On 1 _May the enemy made a determined counterattack against
T136) A-4, Sect
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the 1st Battalion, 1334 Infantry, but after several hours of
continuous fighting the countersttack was repulssd. (37)

' The 2d Battelion, 135th Infantry continued to organize the
positions on HILL 461 and repulsed local counterattacka., Whille
doiﬁg this the battallon sent small elemeénts up the slope of
HILL 609 to clean out the last of the enemy resistance,

The lst Battalion, 135th Infantfy completed the capture
of HILL 531 by clearing out the remaining enemy pockdts of
resiatance. The 24 Battallion, 168th Infentry, with Company I,
1st Armored Regiment, attached, attacked the southesst base
of the escarpment of HILL 609, at dawn, which they captured
and cleared of all enemy resistance by early morning. (38)

By 1200, 1 May, the entire maass of HILL 609 was in the
hands of the 34th Infantry Division and, except for mopping
up isolated enemy pockets of reslstance, all action had ceased.
(39) (See Map D)

To sum up the results of this battle the 34th Division in
capturing HILL 609 made the German positions, in front of the
lst Infantry Division on the right untenable, This allowed
the lét Infentry Division to advance and cepture all of the
high ground along both sides of the TINE LRIVER. The way was
cleared for the II Corps to use the lst Armored Diviasion
through the TINE RIVER VALLEY snd their capture of MATEUR on
the 3d of May.

© During the battles of HILL 609 the 34th Division encounter-
ed very stiff resistance in terrain well suited for the de-
fenders, The (Germans, due to their knowledge of the area, wers

able to establish weapon emplacements that were almost impoa-

1377 A-2
(38) A=-4
(39) A-4
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sible to locate. The obssrvation that was controlled by the
Germans forced the division to make most of their movements
at night. The attacks of the different hill positlions were,
from necessity, started prior to daylight making-coﬁtrol'dif-
ficult. Regardless of these dAifficulties the 34th Division
was able to capture this enemy sironghold with a minlmum of
.casualties. |
| The effort mede by the Germans to hold and then to re-
capture HILL 609, is evidence of 1its importande in the battle
for TUNISIA. The success of the 34th Division safegugrded
and assisted the advence the lst Division was meking in the
hills farther to the east. _

It is my belief that the best summary of this operation
was written by Geﬁeral Bradley, Commanding General II U, 3.
Corps, when he described the laest counterattack bn HILL 609
by the Germans. He wrote, YA strong enemy sttack was re-
pulsed. .Fighting all day was intense and bloody. The enemy
was engaged with bayonet and grenade, and there were many cases

- of outstanding bravery."

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM

1. Analizing the operation of the 34th Infentry Division at
HILL 609, it must be noted that the division made mexinmum use
of night training conducted by the division during the period
prior to the operation. As s reault of fhn'good obgervation
enjoyed by the enemy, the division was forced to make all
their movements after dark. It must be remembered that night
mp#ements are very hard to control. The Divislion Commander

took adventage of the period of inactivity for night training
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to gi#e both officers and men practice in night movements, If
he had not done this, the night movementé the division was
required to make could have had an adverse effect on the out=-
coms . _ o

- 2+ The dawn‘atﬁack wes ugsed to a great advantage by the divi-
sion, by moving scross the line of departure lmmediately prior
to daylight. They were in some casﬁs able to approach guite
“close to the objective before the enemy could see that they
were being attacked; This reduced the number of casualtles

to a minimum by allowing the troops to cover as much open

ground as possible before being observed by the enemy.

3+ Proper use of the division rﬁserve was made in using them
in one case to relieve one of the assault battalions that had
been forced into a defensive position. This allowed that unit
to continue in the essault. In snother case one battalion
from the division reserve was attached to one of the assault
regimsﬁts for & tank-infantry attack on the division objective,
This 1s a very good example of the proper use of the reserve

at the proper time,

4, Flexi?ii}ty of organization and command is anotheé out-
standing point that casnnot be overlcoked., At one’timq one of
the assault regiments had five battallions under its command,
all of which were actively engaged with the enemy. The two
extra battalions were attached to the regiment while 1t was
in the assault. The regiment was able to agsume command of
them and direct their operations with the ssame results as

thelr original battaslions.

5. Missions that could hot be accomplished by the regiments
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were not assigned to them. In cases where the regiments were
having difficulty‘in carrying out the mission the reserve was
given to them. This prevented the units from losing their
forward momentum and allowing them to keep the offensive at

' all times.

6. The proper_uéo of artillery lp this operation 1s one of
the outstanding points. In almost every case the artillery
 was used to the utmost, both in the attack and defensively
egainst the counterattack. The effect of the artillery pre-
paration and rolling barrage is shown in the example of one
battalion following & rolling barrage and actually capturlng
these objectiveé. The battelion was then driven off after the
barrage was lifted. Another exaﬁple of the proper use of ar-
tillery 1ls given in the counterattack phase, when counter-

attacks by the enemy were actually stopped by the artillery.

7+ The proper training of allhinfantry personnel in adjust-
ing artiliery firo should be given high priorlty in all unlts.
The results of this type of training is ,shown in the example
of the battalion commander who observed a counterattack coming
and was able to adj]ust his supporting artillery fire on the
enemy. This all but stopped the counterattiack.

8. The use of infantry-tank teams was demonstraeted very ef-
fectively by the 3rd Battalion, 133rd Infantry and Compsny I,
1st Armored Regiment, Cooperation between the 1nfantry and
tankg in this attack was outstanding. Thia cooperation was due
to the training that had been received by both units. For tank-
infantry teams to be successful in combat they must work to-

gethﬂr -
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LESSONS

) 1. A1l troops should be tralped.im-mwight -operstions.

: 2. -Where units must attack from positions without cover,

e W AP |

and the route of attack is over oPen ground dswn or night

attacks should be made.

a0 3. The division reserves should be committed before the

L

assault units have 1oat thoir forward momentum

T anee,

6 4. Units should not be given missions that they cannot

accoﬁplish,

i 1

L, 5. Field artillery should be used to aupport the attack

rer s

whenever possible and concentrations planned to help defenﬂ

agalinst the counterattack.

7 6 Infantg;wperaongwg should be trained to adjust artil-

S N s st

lery fire.

.......

7« Units must be able to work under any commander with-

ARl L e g R R TR EEIY I

out effecting thbir efficiency.
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8. Infantry and tank units Should be trained together.
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