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OPERATIONS OF ™I FORCE, 12FH ARMY GROUP,
IN THE LIBERAITON AND INTELLIGENCE EXPLOITATION
OF PARIS, FRANCE, 25 AUGUST - 6 SEPTEMBER 1944
(NORTHERN FRANCE CAMPAIGN)

(Personal Experiense of "I™ Porce Exzecutive Officer)

INTRODUCIION

This monograph cevers the operations of "im Ferse, 13th
Army Groﬁp, in the liberatien and 1ntelligenee’exploitation
of PARIS, FRANCE, 25 August - & September 1944,

Net until the close of World War II was the seoret
claggificat ion lifted from all matters pertalning te the or-
ganizatien and operaﬁion‘or "Ew Foroe., It is, therefore,
conglidered apprepriate to‘present a brief historical back-
ground of faets leading_up t¢ the egtablishment ef this par-.
ticular Force ﬁeforelprtsenting the general military situ-
ation existing in Western Europe, which culminated in the
PARIS cperation, (1) |

Military leaders had forseen the pessibilities comnected
with seizing and exploitiﬁg new ideas of the enemy. These
sculd be found in weapons and equipment, labofatorigﬂ en-
gaged in military research and with the scientists who were
engaged in such research. Unquesfionably, there were many
embryonic means and devieeé for improved warfare being planned
by our enemies on the drawing boa;&é and in the laboratorien.
It was felt that if some of these c¢ould be converted to our
use, it would insure early Allied success and & saving of

lives and material, (2)

(1) Personal Xnowledge; (2) Personal Knowledge.
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Supreme Headquarters Allied Expeditionary Force (SHARF)
was well aware of these possibilities, the importance of
technical intelligence and what could be gained from ita
proper exploitation in the laboratory stages. (3) The first
test of such an expleiting operation on a large scale was in
ITALY where a Force known as "S" Force, operating under Fifth
Army, parti&ipated in the liberation and intelligence ex-
ploitation of ROME, ITALY, on 4 June 1944. (4) As & Te-
sult of this operation, SHAEF undertook planning for the em-
ployment of "T" Forces in the Eurcopean Theater of Operatiens.
Om 27 July 1944, SHAEF issued Intelligence Directive Number
17, which resulted in the establishment of "T" Forces in
the U. S. 6th and 12th Army Groups and the 21st British Army
Group. (5) |

Thig directive outlined the overall responsiblilities.
SEAEF was to supply full information in the form of "Target
Folders" on a11 equi pment and persons to be geized or placed
undér guand, pending their expleitation or remeval., ATmy
Groups were 0 plan for dealing with these targets, previde
necegsary personnel to secure and gnard the targets, and
arrangé for disposal of documents, equipment and persond.
This was te be in accordance with SHAEF ipstruetions. All
agencies, including specialists and sclientists from the
United Kingdom and the United States, interested in the
search for intelligence from targets within the area of "T"
Forse operations were to be maae gubord inate to the *I'"

Force commander, (6)

(3) Personal Knowledge; (4) 4-9, p. 1483 Personal Knowledge;
(5) A-8, p. 3; A-15; (6) A-2, p. 29; Pergonal Knowledge.
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It was realized that the size and type of personnel'
of a "I" Fore¢e would vnfy ascording ﬁe the target or the
size of the eity, It was essential that troops empleyed
on these missiens‘operate separately and independently
-rrom froops éngaged in combat or eceupatien duties. (7)

On 2 Angust'1944, Colonel Franeis P, Tempkins, GSC
{Cavalry), then Chief of the Iﬁtelligence Branch, G~-2
Section, 12th Army Greup, was designated as the officer
responsible for "I" Force ﬁatters. Celenel Tompking had
to formulate plans for eonstituting in Army Group Intelli-
gence-Ceunterintelligence Asgault Foroe te operaie under
the teochnical guidanee of the ACOfS, G-2, 12th Army Greup.
(8) "

This Foroce had_to be adequate for any type of fuature
eperatien, 1In order to gather baokground information te
ald in his flanning, Colonel Tompkins proceeded te Fifth
‘Army in TTALY to confer With the Staff of the "S" Foroe
which had opersted in ROME, He returned to 12th Army
Group on 15 August, and on that date staried to asiemble a
staff and organize hig Force. (9)

The rirst official erders and 1natruet1en§ issued by
the 12th Army Group Commander mere by letter dated 20 Aug-
ust 1944 whioch:

| a. Designated PARIS as the first target city,
b, Authorized a "I'" Forse to be comprised of &
headgquarters ahd'headguartera 6 cmpany, at-

tached treops and attached "Specialiats."

(7) A-2, p. 30; (8) A-2, p. 3; Personal Knowledge; (9) A-2,
P. 3; Personal Encowledge. .



de

Direeted that the Force was to eperate under

Army Group e¢enirel, being attached at the

preper time to U, S. First Army for adminis-

trative support and taetieal ceordination.

Specified that all "T" Force activities be

elosely coordinated with U, S. First Army's

arrangement s for ocapture sand cococupatien eof

PARIS.

Formulated the general mission of "I'" Foroe

"1,

na.

.”s’

"1,

"S.

"a.

for Operation PARIS which 1s quoted as followa:

To capture designated enemy agents and
key collaborators.

Te geize, gafeguard and process docu~
menta, archives and mﬁheriai of intelli-
gence or counterintelligence interest.
To seize and guard degignated military
or publio installat ions and utilities

of primary impertance te the Allied

" Foroees,

Te contact and oooerdinate the astivities
of Allied agents, pro-illied organiza-
tions and persons known to be of possible
agsistance to the Allied eruse.

Initisally tb assist and coerdinate the
aetivities of all Allied agencies such

as Civil Affairs.,

To determine when, and in what manner,

apeeirie ingtallations and faeilities ean



be releaﬁed from "T" Force eontrol,

7, To aceomplish the above and relingquish
respdnaibility to the appropriate Allied
authorities as quickly as pessible,” (10)

GENERAL SITUATION

The German ce¢llapse imn FRANCE had begun, The Allies
in NORMANDY were eongentrating their efforts on the eneirele-
ment and destruction of the German forces in NORMANDY. The
Franco-Ameriean forees, which had landed in Southern FRANCE
on 15 August, were pushing their way up the valley of the
FHONE RIVER from the south., The battle of FALAISE~-ARGENTAN
had breken the back of the German armies as an effective
fighting ferce, thereby epening the way for the Allied ad-
vanee iaroas FRANCE and the nofthern thrust inte BEIGIUM. (11)

The position 6f the German ferces in PARIS became orit-
iecal when the Allied forges reached the SEINE RIVER at ﬁELUN
above, and HINTES below the eilty. They were raoed not enly
with encirclement buwt with a'rrontai attack by Allied forces
et VERSATIIIES. (12) -(See Annex 1)

bn the merning of 21 August, & member ¢f the Resistanoe
Group io PARIS reaehed 1&th Army Group with important infore
mat ion: |

&, Within the eity the Resigtance movement came

int 0 the open on 19 August, and joined by the PARIS Poliee
Force, openly defied the Germans by sniping snd sabetage,

b. Barricades, in the traditienal fashion, were

(10) A-2, p. 32; Personsl Enowledge;- (11) A-4, p. 49;
(12) A—i, P, 49.



erected throughout the eity, further hampering the occupy-
ing forces.

e, After eonsiﬂefable fighting, the FFI (French
Foreces of the Interior) secured control of the center of
the city and the bridges leading into PARIS from tﬁe west.,

d, On 20 August, General von Choltitz, command-
ing the German forces in PARIS, asked the FFI (French Foroes
of the Interior) for an armistiece to permit the movement
of German troops from the weatern part of PARIS through the
city.

e. An armistieelwas granted whieh was to eipire
at noom on 23 August.

f. The FFI ( French Forces of the Interior) were
badly 1n'need of reinforcements, amrunitien and supplies.
They feared that the Germans onee out of the c¢ity might re-
turn, (13)

The gituatien in PARIS was an épportunity which the
Allies had t o take advantage of imnediately.' Teet minute
changes were made in plans of the Allied High Command to
permit the liberation of PARIS as soon after the expiration
of the armistice on 23 August as possible. (14)

PIAN FOR LIBERATION OF PARIS

General Eigsenhower instructed the Commanding General,
12tk Army Group, to send a foree consisting of Freneh, Eng-
lish snd Ameriecans to enter PARIS as socon as possible after
the expiration of the armistice, He directed that the French

(13) 4-2, p. 34; A-4, p. 49; A-5, p. 22; A-6, p. 198;
(14) Personal Knowledge. _



2d Armored Division be brought up from the ARGENTAN sector
end be given the honor of liberating the Fremch eapit ol with
ﬁhe Brit ish and Amerieans. (15) | |
It was emphasized that PARIS was tb be entered only
if the degree of fighting could be overcome by light forces.
PARIS was not t0 be taken by vielent fighting, bombing or |
artillery fireiif it eould be avoided, The advance was to¢
be continued through the city v@ take over all pesitions
held by the FFI (French Foreces of the Interior) and such
further sdvance as couléd be made without severe fighting in
the*city itself., When sfrohg resistance was encountered
that éoulﬂ not be overcome by light forees, the advancing
troops uére to sfop and asgume defensive positions. .(16)
The Force to liberate PARIS was to consist of the
Frenech 2d Armored Division, an Infantry Division, & Recon-
naissance Grouﬁ, a "T'" Force from 12th Army Gronp_and sueh
other detachments oonsidered necegsary by the V Corpa Com-

mander under whom this Foree wae to operate, (17)

Y CORPS SITUATION AND PLAN OF OPERATION

¥V Corps had just completed the eloéing of the enemy
pocket &t CHAMEOIS, which see¢tor had passed to British
control, when it was given the mission of liberating PARIS.
U.S. Firet Army detached the 4th Infentry Division from VII
Corps &nd attaeched it to V Corps for the operaticm. The
1iberat ing force finally constituted by V Corps contained

the French 24 Armered Division, the U, S, 4th Infantry

(15)Personal Knowledge; (16) A-2, p. 34; A-4, D. 49;
A-6, p. 198; (17) A-2, p. 34.
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Division, 1024 Gavalrj Group, "I'" Forcg; 12th Army Group,
and certain other elements of eorps troepﬁ. (18}

The mission of this forse, given by V Corps at 000l
hours 23 August, was: "....tb sdvance on PARIS by twd
routes to @ Line of Departure running generally from VER-
SATLIES to PALAISEAU which was not to be crossed prior to
1200 hours 23 August; to© take over PARIS from the FFI |
(BTench Forces of the Interior), seize the crossings of
the SEINE south of the city and establish & bridgehead across
the SEINE southeast of PARIS." (19) (See Annex 1,)

mpr FORCE SITUATION AND PLAN OF OPERATION

The “T'® Force Commander returned from ITALY om 15
August, He was faced with the tagk of procuring and equip-
ping a Force and staff aﬁequate t o earry out any intelli-
gence exploivation mission that might be assigned. It was
realized that & missien might be the expleitation of a
gingle factory or a oity as large as PARIS. Starting frem
geratch and after untold effort, he apsembled a'starf and a
‘heasdquarters company. The staff contained an exegutive
officer, an S-2 with two assistanté, an S~3 with one ag-
gsistant, the Headquarters Commandant, who algo filled the
posit ions of S—l_gnd 5-4,.and three enlisted clerks. The
%1gt Chemiecal Decontamination Company was designated "I'"
Force Headqnﬁrters Company. [his group now assembled in
ST. SAUVEUR.Ias jnecreased by one officer and one warrant
officer prior to entry inte PARIS. .This completed the
(18) A-5, p. 28; A-6, pp. 197-201; (19) 4-5, p. 22; A-6,

pp. 197-201.
- - 12 -



organie "I'" Force staff that conducted the PARIS operation
with reinforeements from attached personnel. (20)

The Counterintelligence Branch, G-2 Section, Head-
quarters 12th Army Group, had been accumulating infeormation
ginee 1 August on personnél and buildings that were to be
geized in areas uncovered by the Allies in their advance
aoross FRANCE. SHAEF was supplying a wealth of informatien
obtained from agents eperating behind the enemy lines and
from many Allied sources. This information after being
evaluated and collated was pleced in individual target fold-
érs with'maps, diagramé, charts, deseriptiens and in many
cages, photographs. It was a tedious task that the Counter-
int elligence Branch worked on day snd night. There Q;; &
great number of these targets for PARIS. Little d4id any-
one realize that PARIS was to be liberated in a mat$er of
a few days and that these target folders would be required
almost overmight. The "I'" Force staff never oould have
coped with this target compilatien task aﬁ this time, as
the organizibg and equipping of the Force was 2 ma jer under-
taking. (21) |

The Force Commender end his staff planned and put plans
into operation st the same time, The Executive Officer
carried out the degires of the Commander, wrestled with de-
tails aqd requests for orders, designated individual staff
duties and ecompleted all manner of organization details,
The S-2 end his assistants procured maps, devised means for
handlin; target folders, worked out details for the coOmpo-

sition of target teams, the handling of informstioen, docu~

(20) A-15; (21) A-2, p. 9; Personal Knowledge.
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ments and 1ﬁterregatien of prisoners, The S-3 with his
agsistants worked out problems connected with eperations
e target teams and combat troope. The Headquarters Cem~
pandant secured vehieles for the staff, tentage, eguipment
and supplies, feplaaement of the mobile deccontaminat ing
tanks and equipment with 24-ton trucks, and procured other
necessary housekeeping items., Many of these items covered
the anticipated needs ¢f the headquarters and a large, but
unknewn, number of intelligence sgpecialists to be attached
to the Fdrce, prier to, or after, the cpening of a target
city. (22)

The planming of this newly constituted staffl whs gue~
eessful. An organizatioﬁ with speeific funoctions was set J
up on paper (See Annex 2). Changea were made 1n'run§tienl
and in the organization during the operatien but at least
the gtaff had something te work on, (23)

‘'Fifteen target teams were organized covering the 20
politieal distTiots of PARIS, known a8 Arrondissements.
Each team wag to be compesed of a commander, an interpre~
ter (where neeessary), A French representative, CIC (Coun-
terintelligence Corps) team persenmel, 0SS (Office of Stra-
tegic Services) personnel and specialists (a8 necessary),
2 non-commissioned officer and three or four enlisted men
from the Headguartere Compeny to gerve as guards and to
protect the teams, (See Annex 3) (24) |

Parget folders prepared by the Counterintelligence
Branch were broken down by Target [eam areas and each one

(22) Personal Knocwledge; (23) A-15; Personal anwlédge;
(24) A-15; Perscnal KEnowledge.
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was given an coperational priority. Targets submitvéed Dby
SEAEF and other headquart ers usually earried pridritiea
which Were very high and could not nesesgsarily receive the
‘same operational priority from "T% Fofce. Ope;ational
priorities were arrived-at by assigning targets in ehrono-
logieal order within en area of operation to inelude both
Personality and Building targets, (25)

#"T" Force was given an alloetment of troop spaces for
the organie staff and the Headquarters Cempany but no au-
therization was granted for the extra equipment vitally
needed, - However,-the importance of the establishment of
"rn Forces and the urgeney required in their activation
was such that all required needs were approved by 1l2th Army
Group., All necessary eduipment and supplies were assured
but it took personal follewup and many trips by the "I'"
Force staff to éompletely fulfill the organizational neeén
of the Forae, (26)

On 20 August, the 12th Army Group Cemmander designated
PARIS as the first target oity and instructed the "I" Force
Commander as t0 the general missien of the Force. The "I"
Foroe Commender congidered it advisable to move the Foroe
ag soon as possible into an assembly area, on the Troute to
PARIS, where it could cshake down and gtart to funetioen as
a self sustaipning mobile field force. It was also expeoted
that eombat troope and other speclalists would jein the
Force while in the assembly area 50 that coordinated plans
for the expected operation could be worked out. On 20 Aug-

ust, the Commanding Officer dispatched the Headquart ers

(25) A-15; Personal Knowledge; (26) Pergonal Knowledge.
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Commandant to seleot an assembly area in the vicinity of LE
MANS., He wag %0 pest guldes to meet the Force and guide it
into the area geleoted, M¥ost of the crganizational details
had by this time been completed, Sufficient tentage had
been collected to cover the Foree and gufficient vehicles
were obtained to insure its mobility, The crder was there-
fofe given for the Foree to leave ST, SAUVEUR the fellow-
ing morning, 21 August, for LE MANS, (27)

On the morning of 21 August, the Force Commander de-
parted early for LE MANS while the Executivg O0fficer ags-
sembled the convoy according to prearranged plans, Many
last minute arrangements had to be made, In additien to
the "T" Force gtaff and Headquarters Company, there were
attached to the Force five offiecers from the Counterintelli-
gence Branch, G-2 Section, 12th Army Group, and several
CIC (Counterintelligence) teams, These teams had a total
st rength of 16 officers and 70 énlistedvmgn, It was not
until 1000 hours chat the first serial of the eonvoy, con-
gist ing of 46 vehicles, departed for LE MANS, IV was soon
followed by the second serial consisting of 29 vehicles.
The entire convey clesed in the assembly area at 2030 houre
that night, 21 August, (28) |

It was expected that while in thie assembly area all
personnel would be indoetrinated in "T" Forece technigue and
that plans would be made for the ordefly and systematio
exploitation of the target-eity. However, the rapidity of
tactioal developménts prevented this orderly concentratien.

Shortly after the arrival of the Force in the assembly area,

(27) A~2, p. 34; A-1l; A-15; Personal Knowledge; (28} A-15;
Personal Enowledge. -
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the Commander assembled the staff to diselose a message
Just regeived by radio from 1l2th Army Group., [his message
ordered the Force te¢ join the French 24 Armored Divisien in
the vieinity of CHATEAUNEVF by 0830 hours the next morning.
(29)

CEATEAUNEUF was approximately 67 miles from the ™p®
Force assembly area s8¢ it meant an all night march te reach
there at the appointed time the next mornihg. It was rain-
ing hard which added to the difficulty of driving with only
blackout lights on the vehiocles., The gascline supply was
not adequatq for such a march so vehieles were sent out to
comb the eocuntryside for a Class III Supply Peint. rThis
was & hazardous untertaking on a rainy night without lights
in an unfamiliar area, but the guest was eventuslly suecessg-
ful. After refueling and rel¢ading, the convoy got under-
way at 0230 hours 22 August, for CHATEAUNEUF., The town was
finally reached, at 0820 hours on 22 August, with the less
¢f three vehieles whiéh iere wrecked during the night. (30)

Upon arrival at CHATEAUNEUF, the "T" Force Coﬁmander
tried to loeate the French 24 Armored Division but without
success, The situation was extremely obsecure but by neon
it became apparent from French c¢ivilian reports that some
elements of the French Division had already proceeded east
toward VERSAILLES. In order to carry out its orders te
join the French 24 Armered Division, "I" Force moved for-
ward toward VERSAILﬁES along the route supposedly taken by
the French, Fortunately, a halt was made a point eacst of
RAMBOUILLET at 1430 hours., Here it was léarned that there

(29) 1411; A-15; Personal Knowledge; (30) A-15; Personal
Enowledge.,
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wag a strongly defended enemy road block three or four miles
to the front; also that the French Division was in the rear
at a polnt west of RAMBOUILLEI', "I'™ Force not having its
combat troops for protection and having been ordered to jein
the French Divigion, withdrew to a bivouac area west of RAM~
BOUILLET while the Force Commander contacted the Freneh Di-
vigion Commander, Isl) | '
Enemy resistance was being encountered by some of the
elerents of the V Ceoerps liberating foree and it looked as
though the Line of Departure would not be crossed at the
specified time, THe french 24 Armored Division was unable
t0o mske the jumpoff for PARIS as originally planned. This
resulted in a delay that extended into two days for "IV
Force while in the RAMBOUILLET bivouae. This delay was of
great value to the Foree, It enabled the staff to perfeét
plans &nd procedures for the exploitation of the eity and
to organize the additional representatives 6f vérious Allied
intelligence agencies who econtinued to join ™f" Foree. (32)
During vthe morning of 25 August, the n[® Force Com-
mander returned from the French Division Headquarters, where
he had been watching the taetioal'situation, with word that
one of the southern approaches Iinto PARIS uould'probably he
clegred before the VERSAILLES route. ™" Force was 10 move
at once to a position north of LONGJUMEAU, there to awaitl
ordefs and be prepared to move int o PARIS when the route
was opened. Word was also received that the long awaited
ecombat troope would not be available to "T™ Force until
after arrival in PARIS, &t which time, one squadron of the

(31) A-11; A~15; Personal Knowledge; (32) A-11; A-15; Fer-
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102d Cavalry Group would be attached. The "T" Force Com~-
mander joined the French Division for the move toward PARTS.
When the route was opened he was to send a guide back %o
meet the "T" Force convoy on the route to PARIS Jjust north
of LONGJUMEAU to guide it into the city. (33)

At 1300 hours, 25 August, the Force moved out of it s
bivouae with IONGJUMEAU its destinat lon, Prior to arrival,
the Executive Orricer left the eonvoy to look for a suitable
halt ing point with cover =nd concealment, where the convoy
could be pulled off the road but yet remain in column for
the rapid march into PARIS, A chateau about three miles
north of LONGJUMEAU was selected as it provided a semicir-
cular drive long enough to take the entire convoy, After
locat ing this position the Zxecutive Officér returned to
the convoy. Guides were posated aléng the highway nortﬁ of
the eity to appréhend and escort the "I'" Force Commander's
guide to the halt positiom. (34) (See Annex 4)

The convoy was proceeding along a country road toward
the selected position when an American liaison plane, flying
overhead, was fired on by enemy artillery. This artillery
was apparently loocated over the brow of a hill clese to the
road on which the convoy was moving. Excited Frenchmen ad-
vised the convoy commander that approximately 1500 Germans
with considerable artillery were only & few hundred yards
from the Forse route of march, The Executive Officer dis-
patched the S~2 %o cont act American troops who were not far
from the location, to0 appraise them of the enemy losation

and to seek combat support. 1% was felt that this support
(33) Personal Knowledge; (34) Personal Knowledge,
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was needed o protect the convoy composed of.such a'large
number of intelligence specialists. Thege specialists were
highly trained in their respective fields and, in ease of
losas, could not be easily replaced. However, no suppers
was available due vo the Divigion's ¢own commitments. In
the meantime, the convoy, which had not halted, moved inte
the selected position at 1700 hours. All personnel were
alerted and a series of outguarde were posted for che se-
.curity of the Force, It was expected that the gulide would
arrive at aﬁy minute, inasmuch as unofficial reports 1ﬁd1-
cated that PARIS had been entered that morning. (35)

Drivers of all vehicles were caut ioned that they musi
keep olose t o the vehiele in front and not leose it for a
second., It was expected that the march into PARIS would
probably be made at night, by devious routes, and any driver
loging sight of the vehiocle in front of him would never re-
gain the column, Furthermore, every driver had his ﬁeapon
ready for immediate use, in case the Germans in the area had
detected the convoy and declded to attack. (36)

A French cont ingent had joined "I" Force at the RAM-
BOUILLET assembly &area, It eonsisted.of 32 officers and 39
enlisted men, trensported in 7 jeeps, mounting machine guns,
and 1% eivilian oars and trucks in all stages of disrepair.
The handling of this group was & problem., Many of the group
mere from PARIS and had not seen their families since the
German oecupat ion., The rumors pleked up along the rout e of
march were disconcerting to these men and Ghere was talk of

leaving the convoy and depart ing for PARIS at once. The

(35) Personal Knowledge; (36) Personal Knowledge.
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*I'" Force Executive Officer made it clear to the French
leader of the group that they were under "T'" Force Command
and they would not be permitted to leave the convoy or en—
ter PARIS-on their own, Another cautioning influence on
the French was thelr dependence on "I®" Foree for Class I
and III supplies, (37)

At 1900 hours, the guide sent byrthelﬂf" Force Com~
mander joined the convoy at its halt position with word
that PARIS had been entered at 0700 hours by the French
24 Armored Diviéion, goon followed by American forces.

The "I" Force Commander with a small party entered the city
at about 1600 hours. He had determined that the proposed
CP (Command Post) in the area of the Grand Palais and Pe-
tit Palais, on the Avenue Champs Elysees, would provide a
satigfact ory headquarters and bivouae, These bulldings

had been selested in advance, from map reconnajiszance, as
being centrally located and large enocugh to accommodate

the entire Force, The guide had & route to follew That by-
passed the many German strong points that had been avoided
by .the attacking troops when they entered vthe city. (38)

The first obstacle v o overcome was to bypass ithe group
of Germans in the area., Nothing had been heard from them
since the liaisoen plane had been fired on, The route into
PARIS was golng to be hard to follow and there were not
many hours of daylight left when the convoy took off on The
last lap of its advance into the target eity. It proceeded
from the halt ares along the same route it had used coming

in, bus at @& rapid rate of speed, until it reached the main

(3%7) Personal Knowledge; (38) Personal Knowledge; A-15.
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highway t o PARIS. Not @& shot had been fired and not a single

German was encountered. (39)

»T'* PORCE ENTRY INTO PARIS

‘Phe march inte PARIS was hazardous. FPrier to darkness,
the roads were lined with French eivilians, eheering, extend-
ing glasses and bottles of wine, tossing appleg, tomatoes
and all manner of tokens of their gratifieation at being
libersted from the Germans. A vehicle, 1f ferced o stop,
was soon overrun by this wild, echeering mob, Subsequent te
darknesgs the moverment was slow and cecautious for German points
of resistance were more in evidence in the guburbs of PARIS
and these had to be bypassed with care. Road blecks hiﬂ
oniy swall openings in many cases with ditches that had to
be erossed. This meant careful maneuvering by the cenvoy
vehicles. The danger of getting lost was ever present., The
guide on sevéral ocoasions outrsn the column and he had_to
retum to pieck it up as the Executive Officer refused to
permit a speed greater than all elements oould maintain.
Frequent halts were made, by means of prearranged signals,
to permit the closeup of vehicles and to insure that all
were preseni, Several of the French civilian vehicles broke
down and were abandoned., The French were not happy with the
6onvoy commanderts decisien to abandon these vehicles in-
stead of towing them or stopping the convoy long enough to
make repairs. In some instances, they left their own per-

gsonnel with these vehieles. (40)

(39) Personal Knowledge; A~15; (40) Personal Knowledge.
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The responeibllity of insuring that the intelligenece
specialists were safely transported to the target, so that
they could successfully carry out their assigned missions,
wae one that made the convoy ccmmander use every precaution
to make sure the convoy reached ité destination without harm,
It is queationable whether the chances.taken;_without comba%
troops to protect the Force, were justified. However, in
this cage, the march was completed wit hout mishap, The con-
voy finally arrived at its destination, the Grand Palals and
Petit Palais area on the Avenue Champs Elysees at 2200 hours
25 August, without the loss of a single wvehicle, except the

Freneh oivilian ears. (41) (See Annex 4)

OPERATIONS

(Period 2200 hours 25 August - 2400 hours 26 August)

Target Teams had been organized, briefed, and were fur-
nished with necesgary target information in target folders
at the ™" Force assembly area preceding the entry into
PARIS., Each team had & town plan of the city with the ar-
rondissement (s) where the team was to operate and the lo-
eat lon of each of the Personality and Bullding targets
plotted thereon. (42)

Target folders contained detailed information on each
of thege plotted targets. Some important target data was
delivered to "I" Force just before the convoy moved out of
the assembly area. The material received at this late hour

mas not plotted on the town plans used by the Target Team

(41) Personal Knowledge; (42)‘Persona1 Knowledge.
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Commanders, The targe:. folders were given to them insofar
a8 it was possible o0 do so &bt that time, In ﬁany cases
though, this was QOnE during the reofganizatien upen arrival
at the CP., The first Target Team left tﬁe CP at 0030 hours
26 August with sufficient transportation to keep the team
mobile and to evacuate documents &nd ﬁrisonera to the Force
Headquarters. ‘The delay in dispateh of Target Teams wes
due to the inability to move Teams in their own vehieles
as part of vthe convoy, lheir dispatch eould have been ex-
pedited if they ecould have proceeded to assigned targets
direct from the march column upon its arrival in PARIS. (43)
Thie first night 25-26 August, only arrondissements
i through VII were attacked by the five Target Teams assigned
%o these areas. (See Annex 5) The atatus.or enemy resis-
tanee in the other districts of cthe e¢ity was unknown and
digpatch of further teams was dependent on a eareful recon-
naissanee. <Targets were attacked in order of eperational
priority as rapidly as possible, Guards were placed on
Build ing targets and no attempt was made to evacuate or
study the documents, Persgonality targets were diffieult
to loeate but all teams were successful in locating a few
thie first night. After attacking a few targets, it was
realized by some Target Team Commanders that the.local Po-
| lice Station would be & good source of information and
would also serve &s an eieellent Team Command Post, Com-
municat ion could be maintained with the Feorce Headquartiers
in the Petit Palais from these Police Stations as the tele-

phone system in PARIS was intaot and eperating. (44)

(43) Personal Knowledge; {44) Personal Knowledge.
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It was not long before calls began t o come in 0 the
Pet it Palais with reports on Leam loecations and reports on
the statur of targets, The Police hed many leads on col-
laboraters and Gestapo agents and with their assistance,
the Teams were able to round up many suspects whé were
sent by truck baek to the Force Headquarters forfinterro—
gation, When thesge suepecta'arrived'at the Petit Palais,
they were placed under guard in a large courtyard in the
eenter of the building. The Civilian Detention‘Center
personnel went to work immediately on these prisoners to
determine what intelligenée value, 1f any, they possessed.,
If they were of no apparent value and were not listed as
& Personality target they mere releagsed as soon &5 pog-
sible, (45)

Concurrentlj with the operation of the Target Teams,
The Headquartereg "I'" Force staff was engeged in working out
last minute procedures for conducting the operacion in aé-
cordance with previous plang. The organic staff was rein-
forced by p?raonnel from the Headquarters Coﬁpany and at-
tached intelligence agencles according to the Force Funec~
tionel Chart, The Petit Palais contained an office ar-
rangement that was quickly adapted to the use of "I'"™ Force
Staff Sections. The Signal Officer commanding the EEISS
(Enemy Equipment Intelligence Service, Signal) team was
degignated as Foree Signal Officér and put to work secur-
ing telephone commynications for each of the staff geo-
tions, He also asaisted tﬁe 0SS/SCI (0ffice of Strategie

Services, Special Counterinuvelligence) personnel in estab-
(45) A~15; Personal Knowledge.
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lishing their radio station. This was the only radie com—
municat ion avallable to the Force and through it, contact
wag maintained with 12th Army Grdup and intelligence agen-
cies in LONDON. (46]

' Target Inspect ion Reports were not received in any
great quanvity at the beginning of the operation. Those
received, whether verbai over the telephone or written and
sent in by vehiecles bringing prisoners, were delivered
direct to the S-3 Operations Section. This section deter-
mined the adedﬁaey of the report and classified it as to
et atus. This status was indicated by one of the followling
clagsifications:

&, -Comglgted - {This was & target attacked where
the mission was accomplished, Equipment, documents, or per-
sonalities were obtained,)

b. Abandoned - (Target attacked but it was of no
value because of evacuation or destruction; targei assigned
on erroneous infermation and thereby did not preperly con~-
stitute a target; or with a Peraonﬁlity target, no trace
of 1ndi§idua1 by target name or alias could be found to ex-
ist.) |

¢. Suepended - (No 1nformauion on a Personality
target could be secured although traces of the individual
were found. Target 1s held pending discovery of further
information that may be revealed in investigation of other
targets. Building targets were suspended when the assigned

miseion was 10 seize and guard, when French forces were

{(46) A-15; Personal Knowledge.
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found in eontrol of tﬁe target and there was Do present need
for American guards.)

d., Pending - (Target attacked but further action
was nececsary to complete the mission. Aetiom was being con-
tinued by the Target Teams or attached gpecialiets,) (47)

The Target Inspection Reports after being clacsified
as t0 status by the S-3 Operations Section were passed to
the S5-2 Target Section for recording and then to the 5-2
Information Section for posting on the operational map of
PARIS. This map had plotted on it, all the "I" Force tar-
gets and as a Target Inspection Repori was received the
- gtatus of the target was entered on the map. The gtaff am
intelligénce specialists who were not out on Target Teams,
frequently referred to this map as it gave a fairly good
picture of how fast the operation was progressing., (48)

By daybreak 26 August, the Reception Center was Dbe-
sleged by nuﬁercus Frenchmen, and Americéns who had resided
in PARIS during the German occupation, They had to see the
American forces t o seek information regarding friends, re-
quest gasoline and foed and to turn in the names of infor-
mers, Before the day Wwas over, hundreds of people had been
questioned or had been turned away by the-Reception Cent er.
In many instances, valuable leads on subversive characters
were obtained., Ihese leads were turned over to the S5-2
Target Section for preparation of target folders and even-
tugl trensmittal to @ Target Leam for apprehension of the
guspect. (49)

The Headquarters Cemmandant did not lose any time in

(47) A-15; Personal Knowledge; (48) Personal Knowledge;
(49) Personal Knowledge.
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establishing a motor park on the grounds of the Petit Pa-
lals, an offiecers® mess in & small restaurani adjoining the
Pet it Paleis and an enlisted men's mesg in the Grand Palais.
The crowd of gay, sightseeiné, inquisgitive Frenchmen beeame
80 large that barbed wire had to be placed arcund the moter
pPark and guards had to be reinforeed on all buildings hous-
ing "T" Force installations to prevent destrueotion of prop-
erty and to permit the Force personnel to carry oul their
assigned duties, (50)
Combat troops Joined the Foroce during the merning.

They congisted of the 38th Cavalry Recomnnaissance Squadron
and the 30th Bemb Dispesal Squad., One troop ef the Recon-
naigsance Squedroen was given the jmmediate job of guarding
the headquarters and its adjoining installstions thereby
relieving members of the Headquarters Company whe were
badly needed t o reinforce Target Teams. Armored vehicles
were plaeed at the somers of the Pet it Palais and Grand
Palais in positions affbréing gocd fields of fire down each
side street and over the motor park, The remainder of the
Squadron was made available to the 5-3 to use for recon-
naissance and to augment the Target Teams in taking targets
that did not require trained 1nte111genee personnel. The
30th Bomb Disposal Squaed was gent out at onge to cover ithe
numerous requests the headquarters had received during the
morning from Target Teams for the removal of mines, o check
on booby traps and t o open safes, (51)

During the day, "I" Forece attachments were lnereased

to the extent that the total Force now numbered 1814 men,

(50) Personal Knowledge; (51) Personal Enowledge.
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This inoluded 310 officers, one warrant officer, 1402 en-
listed men and 101 ecivilians, There were 28 different in-
telligenee gathering agencies represented in these attach-
went s, some of which were en the verj highest of secret
miggions, _(52) (See Annex 8)
jA.n attached officer from CIPC {the Combined Imtelli-
gence Priorities Sub Committee), SHAEF, with his permiss-
ion, was selected as Liaison Officer with Attached Intelli-
gence Agencies, He looked after the welfare; transporsa-
tien and other needs of the visiting intelligence special-
igts and briefed them as to their responsibilities and funo-
tims, Fortunately this job had been forgeen, for some
specialists were arriving without prier briefing, thereby
'not knowing their mission and what they were suppesed to
do, Furthermore, they wmere not reluectant to constantly
query the staff on miner details &t & time when the staff
was extremely busya. The Liaisen bfficer kept the officer
in charge of the 5-3 Organization Seection informed of the
gpecialists arriving in order thav thgy could be organized
into Special Target Teams to invest igate targets éf par-
ticulsr interest to their respective agencies: These Spec-
1]l Teams were briefed, dispatched with guards, interpre-
ters and the necessary transporsation to complete their
mission. They were required to submit Target Inspection
Reports 1n the same DANREr &8 the rifceen regular Targed
Teama. (53)
_Berious prohléms were encountered before nightfall,

by the Headquarters Commandant. The number of transients

{52) Personal Knowledge; (53) A-2; A-15; Personal Knowledge,
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appearing at the officers' and the enlisted men's messzes
had inereased during the noen and evening meals to The ex-
tent that the facilities were not capable of accommedating
them, To stop this, mess pasges were preparéﬂ during the
night and were issued to only those persms au;hérized b
Force messing privileges, The securing of Clase I and III
gupplies was another pfoblem that had eonstantly faced "T"
Force, but it had now beccme critieal., The FFI (French
Forces'of the Interior) and transiemt U. S. military person-
nel were making consgtant demands on "T" Foree for gasoline,
The consumption of gésoline by the Force was eonsiderable
due to the large number of vehicles attached and the con-
stant operation of these vehieles, During the first day,
""" Force supply vehicles were semni ©0 an Army Clase IIT
Supply Point located about 200 miles from FARIS. (5¢)

On the afternoon.of 26 August, while an unauthorized
French parﬁﬂe, with the French 84 Armored Division partie-
ipat ing, was marching down the Avenue Champs Elysees, Ger-
man snipers opened fire on the srowded Avenue in the vi-
¢inity of "I'™ Force Headquarters, oausing numerous easual-
ties to elvilian spectators, Immediate hysteria gripped
the crowd suming it ilmto a mob seeking self-pretection.
Civilians hid behind vehicles and hedges in piles two and
three-bodies deep. Many forced themsgelves into the head-
quart ers where a partial withdrawal of the Reception Center
st aff wag made to permit this influx, that would otherwige
have brpken\down the doers and windows., The FFI (French

Forces of the Interior) were racing madly around the ares

(54) Personal Knowledge.
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waving firearms and firing at anything, in or on a build-
ing, that moved. The Grand Falais which was occupied by
the Headqusrters Company drew a lot of fire, as it was
claimed that sniperc were seen firing from its dome. How-
ever, a careful search of the building by headquarters
troops failed to locate any unauthorized peraoﬁs. An ar-
mored vehicle of the 38th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadren
on guard at one corner of the Petit Palais opened fire at

& window in the building, with a 50-caliber machine gun,
gett ing fire to the drapes at the window. The commander

of this vehicle was relieved on the spolt for permitiing

one of his weapons to fire into the command poet, The man
who fired the weapon claimed to0 have seen a gun barrel
pushed out from behind the eurtains and without waiting for
orders, he opened fire, This, of course, caused congider-
able @onsternavion in the headgquarters even though the fire
was extinguished with little damage done., The "I'" Force
digpensary trested six gunfire casualties of whieh three
were "[" Force personnel. In the meant ime, the FFI (French
Forces of the Interior) were running wild in lbcal sireet
fights against known and suspected collaborationistis and a
few diehard Germans. Several alleged snipers were gathered
up in the Champs Elysees area. {55)

German bombers came over the c¢ity after dark and drop-
ped several bombs in an attempt to destIroy the SEINE bridges
and delay the Allied advance., No damage was done to the
bridges or other milivary objectives. This sgme night, a

eniper fired at some of the "I" Force gtaff as they entered

(55) A-6; Personal Enowledge.
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the Elysees Park Hotel where they were billeted. Ihe only
damage wWas the breaking of the front windows in the hotel.,
(56)

After the exeitement of the day, elimaxed by the bomb-
ing of the evening, had worn off, the staff was called To-
gether to sort out the confusion of the previous twenily four
hours, It was found that not all of the five Target Teams
which had been dispatched had established command poste,
and many had failed vo attack whau waes considered a satis-
factory number of targets., Many Target Inspection Reports
were incomplete and the status of the S~28 Information See-
tion Operations map was far from accurate and up to date,
The original plan for the handling of documents was to ceal
the building containing the documents by posting "Entrance
Forbidden" gigns and stationing guarde at all entries. En-
try was to be permitted only to authorized "I" Force per-
sonnel carrying a ™[" Force pass. If wac now obvious that
gufficient personnel were not available for guarding such
premises and some other arrangements had to be worked out,
It was apparent that the operat ion was getting ahead of the
staff organization and now that the smoke had 1lifted, many
changes were in order, It was decided that the following
changes and new procedures should be carried out immediately
or first thing the following morning:

a. A courier service between the Feroee headquar-
ters and Target Team command posts was to be established at
onee on s three visit a day sehedule., This would supplement

the telephone system and simplify the transmission of class-

(56) A-6; Personal Knowledge,
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ified reporte and instruetions,

b. Each Target Team, except the two headquarters
teams, must héve a command post where a team representative
ecould be located at all times,

¢, More care must be used in filling out Target
Inspectiqn'Reports. In the cgege of Building targets, they
must.give the condition of the building and its facilities,
contents of the building, whether any occupants of intelli-
gence interest were present, whether or not guards were need-
ed. and the action taken by the Target [eam., Personality
targets nust be reported as saptured, or if unloeated, all
information regarding the target with names of persons who
might be @ble to provide information, must be secured and
reported,

d, An $-2/5-3 Operations Room must be established
where olosely allied funotions of the S-2 Target Section and
S=3 Operations Seotion could be consolidated.

e. All Intelligence specialists must check in
with the S-2/5-3 Operations Room daily to determine the sta-
tus of targets in whiech they were invterested and to secure
new targets,

f. Daily statistical reports were to be prepared
to keep the spaff and attached invelligensce specialists ad-
viged of the progress of the operation.

g; Documents were 7o be brought to the S5-2 Dec-
uments Section in the Petit Palais by the larget Teams, where
they would be catalogued and filed for ready reference of

intelligence speciallsta.
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h, ‘The Civilian Detention Center must be moved
to another loeat ion where it ooculd operate with some degree
of see¢recy.

i. All requests for Class I and III supplies
made by other than "I'* Force authorized units must be ap-
proved by the Executive Offieer.

j. All Target Teams must submit a daily Supply
Report, ineluding such items as number of men on team, ra-
tions on hand, rations required for succeeding 24 hour per-
iod, oil needed, miscellaneous supplies needed (forms, sta-
tionery, etc.)

K. All Team Commanders or their representatives
migt call at the Forece headquarters at least onoe dally for
a briefing regarding new targets, discrepancies in reports

submitted, and changes in assigned targets. (57)

OPERATIONS

{Period 2400 hourg 26 August - 2400 hours 27 Angust )

The changes decided upon at The staff meeting held on
the night of 26-27 August, which were not'completed that
night, were put into operation the following morning and all
persennel were sdvised aocordingly. During the course of
the day, all I'arget Teams established their command pests,
which for ;he most part, were in the local Police Stations.
The gourier gervice was operating effectively. T[he Civil-
ian Detention Center was moved to 19 Avenue Foch, where it

was ideally located completely surrounded by a high wall.

{57) Personal Knowledge.
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In view of the large number of prisoners of both sexes
being detained, daily inspections of the Detention Center
by headquart ers officers, were ordered by the Force Com~
mander. A roster was prepared by the Executive Officer
ecovering these inspections which were to be made during
the morning and night. TIhey ﬁere to be complete inspec-
tions covering cleanliness, guard discipline, treatment

of prismmers, etc. An order was also issued that at least
two officers would be on duty at the Center 24 hours a
day, one of whom must be an Ameriean, and one French, (58)

The remainder of the fifteen Target [eams were dis-
patched to take the targets assigned in the arrondissements
not previously covered, The two headquarters teams which
hed been held in reserve were sent out by the S-3 Opera-
.tions Seetion to exploit urgent targets brought teo the
attention of the Forece by informants questioned by Recep-
tion Center persennel, (59)

Numerous requests were submitted direot to the Exec~
utive Officer for Class I and IIY supplies. Some were ap-
proved where circumstances juscified that aetion, but most
of them were disapproved. Several of the FFI (French Forces
of the Interior) units, who were turned down on thelr Te-
guestg, showed eonsiderable resentment, as they could not
understand why they were not entitled o anything they
wanted, (60)

During the operational period 2200 hours 25 August to
1800 hours 27 August, "I“-Foree Target Teams attacked 74
Building targets and 83 Personality targets., Of these tar-

(58) Personal Knowledge; (59) Personal Enowledge; (60) Per-
sonal Knowledge.
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gets attacked the following dispositiohs were made;
STATUS BUILDING TARGETS PERSONALITY TARGELPS TOTAL

a, Completed 5 * 11 16
b. Abandoned 28 11 39
3., Suspended 4 26 30
d, Pending _37 o4 71

TOTAL ATTACKED 74 82 156

* 4 total of 59 individuals were arrested, of whom 11
were target individuals carried in the 1list of 514 Personality
target 8 originally assigned, There were approximately 500
prisoners of war captured who were not treated as Persgonality

targets and therefore, not included in target figures. (61)

OPERALTONS

(Period 2400 hours 27 August - 1000 hours 6 September)

Target Teams continued to attack targets and to follow
up leads on pending targets. The number of prisoners in the
Civiliasn Detent ion Center continued to grow, Many civilians
who were suspeeted of having knowledge of the activities of
s Personality target or who were denounced &s informers, were
detained and interrogated. In all eases, the decision of
the Team Commander wag sufficient for the arrest and deten-
tion of the suspect at the Detention Center, Document s ¢0l=—
lected became an insurmountsble pile, Persennel trained in
handling captured doecumencs were badly nceded by the Target
Teams and the Documents Section. Many documents were Te-

leased to intelligence specialists after being cleared by
(61) A-13; A-15; Peraonal Knowledge.
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the S-2 and approved by the Executive Offiéer. (62)

In addition to the targets within the ecity of PARIS,
there were many loecated in the immediaté:suburbs. These
targets were of three types. Lhe first Lype were publie
utilities, eleetrie power plants, waterworks and gas pro-
dueing plants. CIPC (Combined Intelligence Prioricies Sub
Committee) targets -(laboratoriee, research bureaus and
testing svations)- composed the second type. They were fre-
quently of very high priority. rhe third type were reg-
ular counterintelligence targets. Those were not ineluded
ag "[" Force targets, bui were turnei over 10 the Counter-
invelligence Branch, G-2 Section, Headguarters Communioa-
tions Zone when ™I'" Foree closed the PARIS eoperation. Due
to the limited personnel of ™T® Force, the gsecond types
were not attacked before the arrival of the CIPC (Combined
Intelligence Priorities Sub Committee) experts, As fast
a5 Lhese experts arrived, or ac soon thereafier as possible,
they were formed into teams with interpreters and other per-
sonnel considered necessary to attack individusl targets,
The first ctype of targets was developed in pergonzl confer-
ence with the Force Commander and the heads of the PARIS
utility companies who were afraid of sabotage t0 these vital
installacions, All of the gas, light and water plants of
primary importance were found in the immediate suburbs,
while within the city the most important public utilitvies
were.the PIT (Postal, Telegraph and Telephone) installations.
These utility targets were attacked by teams compoged of

personnel from the 38th Cavalry Reconnalsgance Squadron.

(62} Personal Knowledge,
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Guards were'placed on the targets whieh were considered the
most vulnerable to possible sabotage, If the plant was well
organized under loyal civilian employees, "I" Force guards
mere not usually employed. Since enemy action within the
city econtinued for 36 to 48 hours after the entry of "I"
Ferce, and sniping for two or three days after that, the
Squadron was also used during this period for reconnaissance
and gecurity where resistance was reported to be likely. The
City of PARIS is honeycombed with underground tunnels anﬁ
passageways from which many groups of Germans were still being
flushed by elements of the Reconnaissance Squadron. (63)

Many of the Building targets had been given a low op-
erational priority to enable the teams Vo hit Fersonality
targets first, ~[eams attacking Bullding targets, during this
period, found many of them occupied by French or American
Forces. 1In such cases, the majority of the documents and
equipment originally contained in the building were lest or
destroyed and the target was a complete loss, (64)

During the operational period 1800 hours 27 August to
_ 1000 hours 6 September, "I'* Force Target Teams attacked 308
Building targets, and 432 Personality targets. Of these

targets attacked, the following dispositiong were made: (65)

STATUS RUTLDING TARGETS PERSONALITY TARGETS TOTAL
&, CompletGed 148 79 2287
b. . Abandoned 91 69 160
e, Suspended 51 194 245
d. Pending _18 _80 108
TOTAL ATTACKED 308 432 740

(63) Personal Knowledge; (64) A-13; A-15; Personal Knowledge;
(65) A-13; A-15; Personal Knowledge.
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On 29 August, the 30th Bomb Disposal Squad was leaned
to Seine Base Section as "I" Force had few targets remain-
ing that had not been checked for mines and booby traps.
On SQ Auguet, a Military Police Battalion was ageigned to
Seine Base Section., This permitted the plecemeal rejease
of Bullding vargets to Seine Bage Section for guarding,
thereby releasing "I" Force guards. This was particularly
true in the case of Civil Affairs targets., In all cases
where a Bullding target was pending, it was not released
without some bonafide agency assuming the responsibility
for its safekeeping and further invelligence exploitatiocn.
The S=-3 assisted in coordinating the arrangements made for
disposal of the large number of Building targets to Seine
Base Section, Civil Affairs, loeal French administracien
and other interested agencies, The rapid release of targets
made it possible to releage vhe 38vh Cavalry Reconnaissance

Squadron with the exception of one troop, to V Corps on

1l September, The remaining troop was to be held for 48 hours

whieh was The time anticipated as necessary to release tar-
gets in the suburbs of PARIS then being guarded by this

troop. (66)

CLOSING THE OPERATLION

To facilitate a smooth turnover and to insure contin-
uity of operations, arrangements were made, prior to "I"
Foree closing the operation, with the Commanding General,

Seine Bage Section, PARIS, to guard on eall, specific in-

(66) A-15; Personal Knowledge.
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gtallat ions. Also arrangements had been made with the ACofS,
G-2, Communicstions Zone, PARIS, whereby some of his key per-
sonnel would join "T" Forece, just prior to c¢lesing the op-
eration, t0 become familiar with "T" Force operations and
problems. These arrangements were successfully earried out
prior to 6 September when the turnover was made. (67)
Documents gsontained in the Documents Seotion were turned
over to0 the Counterintelligence Branch, G~2 Sectien, Commun-
jcat ions Zone on 6 September and were moved to 72 Avenue Foch
where they were placed in custody of & SHAEF Documents Seo-
tion., On this same date, the remaining aetive Building tar-
get s mere released to loeal authorities as fast as "I Foroe
guards were relieved by agencies who had agreed to assume

regponsibility. (68)

FINAL STALISTICS ON iHE PARIS OPERAL ION

1. Targets Assigned and Attacked:

BUILDING PERSONAIILY LOTAL
a&. Targets Assigned 382 514 886
b. Targets Attacked 282 ol4 : 896

28, Status of Targets When Turned Over to the Counter-
intelligence nranch, G-2 oecvion, Headquelsers Com-
mnieations Zone:

BUILDING PERSONALITY TOTAL

LARGETS TARGETS ~

2. Completed 153 90 243
b. Abandoned 119 80 199
¢. Suspended o5 220 275

(67) Personal Knowledge; (68) Perconal Knowledge
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2. Status of Targets Turned Over to Counterintelligence
{continued)

BUILDING PERSONALITY IO0TAL

TARGETS TARGETS
d. Pending 55 124 . 179
TOTAL ATTACKED 382 514 B96

2. Civilian Detention Center:

&, Summary of Persons Interned:

(1) Total Persons intemmed 243
(2) Personality Targets Included in

Total 8z
(3) Dispositioms (See b, . ° below) 129
{4) Cases Pending _ 114

b, Dispositicns '

(1) Released 46
(2) Transferred to PW enclosure 20
(3) Trensferred to French Authorities 44
(4) Evacuated %o United Kingdom 8

(5) Released to Custody of Civil
Affairs 3

(86) Releaged t0 French for Military
Service 1

(7) Released to Office of Strategio

Services, Special Counter-
intelligence 7

‘TOT AL 129 (69)
A complete report of all target s assigned to "I" Force
indiecating act ion taken on all 896 targeis and status at
time of turnover was given to the Counterintelligence Branch,

G~2 Seetion, Headquarters Communications Zone, when the oper-

(69) A-15; Personal Knowledge.
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ation was closed on 6 September, At 1000 hours 6 September,
*Tn Force left PARIS enroute to 1vs next target; aft er having
turned over its remaining responsibilities in PARIS to the
Seine Base Section and to G-2 personnel from the Commuﬁioa-
tions Zone., A small svaff from "™ Force remained in PARIS
for a few days to assist the Communieations Zone personnel
1n'the asgumption of thelr ném responsibilities. The officer
who had acted as liaison officer with attached Intelligence
Agencies remained in the city, under Communiestions Zone con-
trol, to coordinate and assist che representatives of CIPC
(Combined Intelligence Priorities Sub Committee} whose ex-

ploitation of intelligence targets was not complete, (70)

RESULTS OF OPERALION PARIS
’

Intelligence cannot be measured in dollars and cenis,
in the number of prisoners in the detention centers, or by
any one of the gtandards that normally denote vietory or the
successfui completion of a migsion, Let ic suffice to say,
that the "I'"* Foree operation ecould be classifled As success-
ful if just one scientist was apprehended wWho Was ingtrumen-
tal in helping U. S. sgientists perfect weapons Lo shorten
the war in Burope and the Pacifie. It could also be classi-
fied as suaoessfﬁl if just'pne inscrument of war being per-
feoted in the laborateries of our enemies was denied To them.

Tt mugt be recognized, however, that "T™ Forece itself,

wag only the ipstrument for seizing, safeguarding and pro-

{70) A-15; Personal Knowledge; (71) Peraonal XKnowledge.
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cessing material of intelligence or counterintelligence

value and that the actual exploitacion, for whatever intelli-
gence was avallable, wag the mission of the attached intelll-
genoe agencies, 00nsgquently, n[n Force fulfilled its mission
when it delivered a target to the specialists and safeguarded
the specialists during their exploitast ion. The results of
this exploitation were secondary to "I™ Force operations and
as such, "T" Force wag sgeldom aware of what gems of intelli-
gence were uncovered, (72)

Evidence of suceegss of the "I'" Force mission could be
‘based on the following, which are examples of information and
mat erial seized and exploited during the operation:

1., HNinety Personality targets out of'514 viere
congidered completed (Documents or personalities desired in
gonneection therewith were obtained),

2. One hundred fifty three Bullding targeta out
of 382 were congidered completed (Equipmentl document s or
personalities desired in connection therewith were obtained).

%, Four new types of radio intercept receivers
were captured together with information confirming previous
réports on new types of signal equipment,

| 4. A prisoner was captured with keys for an ex-
ceedingly high grade cipher system and information as co ite
operation, Diffieulty was experienced at.first in securing
air transportation but it was finally obtained and he Was
evacuated to the United Kingdom within 24 hours,

5. A German agent, Mauriee Cartier, alias Carrier,

(72) Personal Knowledge.
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alias Chabrel, and his’mistresé, Jeannine Hariman, were ap-
preheqded, interrogated and delivered to the French Intelli-
gence Service,

6, A rare set of maps of Indo China, seale
1:100,000, not previcusly available, was discovered,

7. Recent German intelligence studies on Dene
mark, Sweden, Norway, Belgium, Holland and England were gap-
tured. | |

8., German maps and intelligenoe studies of Wes-
tern Russim, formerly unavailable to the Allies in compar-
able material, were found.

9. A German mgp, disclosing the plan of mining,
demolitions and boeby trapping of DUNKIRK, was discovered
and sent t¢ Headquarters 21 Army Group (BR) prior to the
capture of that city.

10, Two nevw types of direection finding equipment
were discovered,

11. German and French signal equipment sufficient
%0 equip at least two divisions was uncovered,

12. Numerous new type weapons, equipment and ma-
teriel, of int erest ¢o0 the Navy, Army and Air Corps, were
examined or sent To the United Kingdom or the United States
for detailed study.

13, A great gquantity of maps covering Eastern
France were located., As a gsufficient stock of such maps
was noiy avaeilable and was urgenvly needed by Allied troops,
this discovery proved to be of great importance and made 1t
possible to supply operational units with such maps long be-

fore Allied map supplies could have reached them.
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14. The Office of Strategic Services, Specilal
Counterintelligence detachment, suceceeded in obtaining a
large volume of important counterespionage material in doe-
uments seized in various headquarters of the German secret
services,

15, Several German agenis and informers were &ap-
prehended by the Office of Strategic Servieces, Special Count-
erintelligence detachment.

16. A number of important members of the German
secret services who were picked up furnished valuable infor-
mat ion for future 0perations against the Germans, More than
one of these individuals was later employed by the Office of
Strategie Services, Specilal Counterintelligence detachment

in penetration or deception capacities. (73)

ANATYSIS AND CRITICISM

mp# Force was ergalized hastily aﬁd o a great extent
while on the march, concurrent with the prepafation of de=-
tailed operational plans. T[his probably could not have
been avoided for this first operation, inasmuch as SHAEF
had First directed the esvablishment of "T™ Forces on 27
July 1944. Subsequent to this date, a 12th Army Group Foroe
was organized starting from nothing unt il it reached the
guccessful operat ing Assault Force that entered PARIS on
25 August‘194é. Furt hermore, the fast moving tactical =it~
uation and the early opening of PARIS was not anticipated.

The support, both administrative and operasional, fur-

(73) A-15; Personal Knowledge.
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nished by 12¢th Army Group, served %o make the PARIS opera-
tion 8 success when iime for planning, training and equip-
Ping the Foree was at a minimum, Headquarters 12th Army'
Group approved and made available, with a minimum of delay,

- 8ll needed eqguipment, supplies and personnel pogsible, The
use of the Counterintelligence Branch, G-2 Section, for tar-
get folder preparavion was ideal as it was a permanent Branch
Wwith trained personnel well equipped to deal with intelli-
gence targets, The numerous aitachments from 12th Army Group
served to strengthen the "['" Force organic starf in exper-
ience, training and specialized operating personnel., How-
ever, this showed that the organic staff needed to be en-
larged so that complete dependence was not placed on attach-
ments for some of the more responsible functions of the

Force operation,

Combat troops which had been promiszed to the Force,
prior to the entry intoe PARIS, were not made available un-
til after the Force hajd emsered the city and had dispatched
Target Teams. The possible danger of losing trained in-
telligenee specialists such as accompanied "I" Fofce into
PARIS, withous troop protection, cannoi be over emphasized,
nin Force eould have run inco trouble north of LONGJUM:AT,
or at gny one of the German strong points along the route of
march into PARIS. Also, combat troops were not available
for indoetrination in "I'" Force techniques, or to assist
in planning for the orderly and systematic exploitation of
the city.

nTn Force failed to locate the French 24 Armored Di-



vision at CHATEAUNZUF and without proper reconnaissance
proceeded on, without protection, toward PARIS. This could
have very well met ﬁith disaster had not the eolumn st opped
when it did and returned to RAMBOUILIET to locate uhe French
Division Headguarters,

Important target data in Target Folders was reoeived
by the Force at almost che last moment. This was unavoidable
due to conditions previously mentioned. However, receipi of
this material even a few hours earlier would have permitted
proper spotting of targets on the PARIS town plans which were'
used by Target Teams in attacking targets.

Some intelligence specialists Joined the Force without
having had any instructioms as to thelr specific missions.
Others who should have been with the Force failed to cateh up
unt 11 much later, Again, it can be sald that the haste in
organizing "T* Force and its rapid movement onto its first
target resulted in some unavoidable confusion.

When the march was made on PARIS, it would have been
highly advantageous to have organized Target Ieams into team
formgtions insofar as the ghortage of vehieles would have
permitted. This would have helped avold the delay in organ-
jzat ion which occurred at the command post upon arrival of
the Force,

Radio communieation with IONDON and 12th Army Group,
throughout the operation, was furn;shed by the 0ffice of
Strategic Services, Speeial Counterintelligence detachment,
This detachment also supplied expert personnel and im some

cases, leadership, T o0 the arrondissement Target Teanms.
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While the experience gained with these Target Teams was of
value to the members of the detachmem , the work wag fre-
quently not of a counterespionage nature and eonsequensly

a diversion from the true mission of special counterintelli-
gence, Furchermore, had this detachment received orders to
move to ancther loeation, "I'™ Force would have been without
radio communieation as well ms some expert Jarget Team per-
gonnel., The communication problem encouniered durihg this
operation was eimple as the PARIS telephone'system wag in
operation, thereby insuring np" Foroe ﬁeadquarters communi-
cat icns with the Target [eams.

On severel oecagions it was vital to send macerial and
individuals to 12th Army Group and SHAEF by the most expe-
dit ious means when motor transportation required too long.
In such cases, delays were experienced in securing the nee-
esgary alr transportvation.

Procedures and forms were evolved but a written SOP
(Standing Operating Procedure) was not prepared, due to the
speed of the operation, The detailed SOP (Standing Opera-
ting Procedure} which was prepafed at the close of the oper-
- ation would have saved untold hours of labor, confusion and
would definitely have simplified the operation.

The importance of a 8mooth operat ing Reoception Center
wag esgential. This was a buffer between the public and the
commender, staff and attached intellligence agencies., The
nP® Forge headquarters operated at maximum eapacity during
the tirst few days. The commander and his gtaff were re-

lieved of many interruptions, wiioch would have ooccurred had
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not this Reception Center been operating.

Class T and III Supply created a problem. The large
number of unannounced attachments and request s for supplies
from transients added to the supply burden, Striet super-
vigsion finally curtailed, to a large extent, the furnishing
of supplies to unauchorized agencies.

The functions of the S-3 Operations Segtion with re-
gpeet 0 the Target [eams, and the functione of the 5S-2
‘farget Section were so closely allied that the establish-
ment of an S-8/S~3 Operations Room was found desirable,
This room contained the S-2 Target Section and & represen-
tative of vhe S5~3 Operaiione Section who maintained OPErE-
tional control over the Target [eams.

The S-2 Information Section was valuable for keeping
the Commander and his staff and the representétives of in~-
telligence agencies briefed on the progress of the epera-
tion., This Seeot ion also furnished information on intelli-
gence and targets that were avalilable for exploitation. As
a result of this it served as & buffef between the repre-
sentatives of the intelligence agencies and the staff on
intellizence matters.

The quantity ef doeuments collected was colossal. The
operation definitely showed that adequate provisions for the
processing of large numbers of documents was essential. Fur-
thermore, that the Documents Section and the Target Teams
needed reinforcements of personnel trained in handling cap-
tured documents.

'Phe matter of designating operational priority of tar-



gets is 1mportanf. Agencies presenting targets were inelined
to degignate a high priority from their point of view, that
would not necessarily receive the same operational priority
by "I" Forse. The question of priorities for Bullding Tar-
gets was a problem, Some of the Building targevs, whiech
were nov given a high priority, were found to be occupled by
French or Ameriean forees when they were eventually attacked
by the Target Teams, In practieally every instance, valuable
documents snd mat erial had been thrown out or destiroyed. Had
these buildings been given a high prierity, they would have
been attacked and exploited prior to their occupation by
French or American foroces, |

During the early part of the Operation, it was found
that personnel of many inctelligence agencies were operating
on their own, using w[" Force only as a supply base. This
defeated the purpose of "I'" Force control, whereby all agen-
cies would have available for exemination all mst erial un-
covered by the entire Force, This was corrected by having
one member of each intelligence agency check in each day
with the 5-2 Information Seetion. Thereby, a closer check
was maintained on their setivities and they mere available
to be given information on targeis requiring their partlcu-

| lar kind of exploitation.

Target Teams generally were composed of the same Lype
of personnel for operation in an assigned area. It is be-
lieved that had Target Teams been made up of peisonnel re-
quired for ¢he exploitation of a certain type of target, a

more economical use of personnel would have been made. A4s
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1t was, the problem of briefing was not simple and many
specialized personnel were dissipated. |

Operational control over Target Teams during the early
phases of the operation was Gifficult to mainvain., T[o cor-
rect this, it was found necessary‘to have the Target Team
Comman&ers or thelr representatives report in person daily
0 the Force Headquarters in order to maintain the necessary
operational control. Matters dealing with the attaek of var-
gets, assignment of new targets, and reports were thereby
easily adjusted. This applied equally as well to specialists
and agencies operating in the eapacity of Speecial Target Teams.

Completeness and rapidicy of submission of team repor:ts
wag not always che best, In rzny cases, (he procedure of
preparing and submitt ing reports hampered the team in iis
exploitation of targets.

There was not sufflcient personnel to properly guard all
the Building targets. This was due to an inadequate number
of combat troops being attached v o "I'"* Foree to aid in earry-
ing out its mission,

At The beginning of the operation, the Civilian Deten-
tlon Center was set up in Petit Palais in which huge build-
ing the Force command post was loeated. This was found to be
a mistake. Word got out that people were being devtained here
and 1t resulted in constant inguiries and visits regarding
prisoners. As a result of this, as well as the eventual con-
gestion, vhe Center was moved to a location where it was sur-
rounded by a high wall and its activities were conducted

with more secrecy.



In some instances, information was divulged as %o the
npn Forece mission to persons not regulring this knowledge.
This resulted in oceasional embarrassment tc the Force when
some arrests were made that were tracked down to "I'" Ferce.
Rumors spread rapidly among the French that any missing
person could be loecated in the "I" Foree Civilian Detenticn
Center. Mention of the "T'* Forece Misgion or its activities
might well have jeopardized the suceess of the PARIS mission
or future "T'" Force missions.

To sum up the results of this operation, it can be said
that: |
| 1. The "T* Force Operation PARIS was without
gquestion, a success.

2, The Force was organized hastily and advance
planning was at a minimum but yet the Force carried out its
migeion in an excellent manner.

%2, The Operation proceeded rapidly to its success-
ful conclucsion with reasonable efficiency due entirely to the
intelligent and hearsy cooperation of all concerned.

4, Many mistakes were made in organizational and
operational details which were corrected as necessary U0 per-
mit greater efficiency and ease of operation. The staff was
flexible.

5. Dased on this operation, the first of its kind
in the 12th Army Group area, subsequent operations had a pat-
tern toﬂfollow which used in conjunction with lessons learned,
resulted in more efficient and rapid exploitation of targei

civties.
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LESSONS

Some of the lessong learned which were applied to sub-
sequent "I'" Force Operations:

l. Rarely will there ever be sufficient time to ¢ ofl=
-‘_____“.,-.-u St -
plete all plans for an operation. Plan° must be flexible

S

PO B e o, A

and the staff must be able to plan and organize while moving

e L :
v ST ERESTIRTRRUN . o

to a target.

2. High 1eve1 support both administrative and opera-~

T arkiaiaia

tional, is a nece551uy for prompt and sueccessaful "I'" Forge

"“--;-.,,\,,‘, e e et ) - o L P Y Ay L AR PP

operatione.

ey

5. Complete Target Folders. gheould be prepared by

R il

trained intelligence personnel outeide of "T™ Foroce, and
delivered to the Force in gufficient time to assign and post
targets,

4, A "[" Foroe ehould have combat troops attached at

least 48 hours prior to entry into a target city, Tor train—

R
A o 4 et

ing and Force protection.
f\#* ¢ e R
Se Thehorganic etaff must be large enough to earry on

g A
e w5

the continuity‘of certain vital operations without depending
on attachments.

6. The npn Force Commander should know what technienl
teams and ind1v1dua1 speoialiete to expect and their speeifie
interésts s0 that Target leams can be organized in advance,

7., All speoialisto, prior to”;oipiog_fjfmgorce ehooid
be thorougﬁi?dgriefedjdewto their misgion and on how 7o

reach the Forece, thereby avoiding confusiocm and delay.
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8. Target Teams, in order to avoid delay in attack-

M I TR, A B30 T

ing thelr targets, must be organized and mount ed by teams

s i L e

so that they can attack from the mareh eolumn,

g9, It 1s eseential thai suffieient radio communioca~

tions facilities be madé oréanic'tdmtiémfgfaéhtbviﬁaﬁfe
M e i b

communlcation w1th hlgher and adJacent headquarterc ag

well as with its Target Teams,

Ty

1Q,f Air transport ehould be available on call to trans=-

penrse e
o et AT
o e

port important peraonalltles, documents and raterlal to Trear
areas where more effective exploitation ean be carried out,

11, A Stanﬁing Operating Proeedure covering details of

MY e A 2 e

organlzation and adminlstrative and operational procedures

will save time, help avold confusion and trial and error
‘__F_'_._M.an—

‘"methods of operation,

12, A Reception Center t0 aot ag a buffer between the

2N

publie and the Commander anﬂ his staff is easentlal 50 the
smooth running of the hEadquartetf. T
igTWMSG;;{;iaiscipline aus:Jbe enforaed and only author-
ized units and egencies shOuld be allowed to draw Class I
and III supplies and be permitted mess facilicies,
14. Many functions of S-2 and S-3 are so closely allied

that jO1nt operatlon and oontrol such as a jo1nt 3-2/5-5

ey ST TR e et Ty s b - i

Operationa Room, is necelsary.

15. Proper axploitation of documents requlres the ini-
tial catalOguing and handling of documents by tralned per-
sonnel.

16, Buildlng targete must be given a high prioricty for

attack before troops take them over for headquarters or

PRI
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billets and thus destroy intelligence documents and equip-
menst ,

17, Close control mu st ‘be exereiled daily over at—

B I e

i pmr—r O

tached 1ntelligence agencies, This 1is necessary to insure

that 1nformation picked up by them is available to all agen-
clies, and that they are kept abreast of all targets require
ing their special type of exploitation.

18, Target Team Commanders or their representatives
must be in daily personal contaet with the Force Headqugrh

tere to inswre operatlonal and administrative contreol.

19. Reports and their submi-sion must be =such as o
relieve Target ;eame of unnecessary cleriaal duties. |

20. fhe number of actached combat troops should be

AN e P

sufficient to properly guard the Building targets initially

[—
assigned.

21, The (Civilian Detention Center should to all oub=-
ward appearances, have no eonnection with "T" Force and it
should be operated with the utmost secreoy.

22. Mention of the exi-tence nf a "T" Ferce and dis=-

T
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cussion of its act1v1ties outside offielal clrcles, even

after it has oclesed an operation, may well Jeepardize the
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gsucoecss of any ;uture operations.
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