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THE OFPERATIONS OF THE 103RD INFANTRY
(43RD INFANTRY DIVISION) NEW GEORGIA,
SOLOMON ISLANDS,30 JUNE - 5 AUGUST 1943
( NORTHERN SOLOMONS CAMPAIGN)
| INTRODUCTION |

During the spring of 1943, plans were made by the high
command of the South Pacific to renew the attacks on Japanese
held bases in the South Pacifio., At thls tima.wa find upon
gtudy of the location of American Forces in thls area that
the long series of 1sland to island offensives which was to
mark the war with Japan had only begun.

By the first of February the enemy had received:hls first
major setback in thls area.with the conquest by American
Forces of fhe 1sland of Guadalcanal. The capture of. this.
taland after a bltter struggle had glven the Amerlcan Forces
“an all important air base from which to conduct continued
air'attacks on Japanese lnstallatlions and a jJjumping . off point
from which to conduct further amphiblous aésau;ta.

On 21 Pebruary, troope of the 43rd Division had.aaizedf
the Rusgell Islands:which lle approximately 45 miles north-
west of Guadalcanal. The landings on this small group of
islands were uncopposed, the enemy having withdrawn a short
time previous, The nature of the terrgin on these 1slands
wag not such ag would allow the consﬁruction of .a very large:.
air base at this time butiit did: serve initislly as an out-
post and as a flghter baseufrbm which fighter escorts. could
tﬁke off 'to rendezvous with bombers based at Guadalcanal..
The construgtion of this fighter strip was started soon after
the lahdins of ground troops was acoomplished. (1) |

In accordence with plans to ocontlinue these.attacks on



enemy held bases in this area, the ilsland of New Georgila, and"
more speclfically, the Munda airfield, wase selected as the

next major'objeetive. The reason for selecting this partic-
uiar objeoctive was. quite evidenti.in that the capture of such
an airfield would move our bomber bages forward, and in adg-
ition, would be one more astep in driving,the_enemy towérd his.

%5 homeland: in Japan, The 43rd Infantry Divielon which included

i the 103rd, 169th, and 172nd Infantry Regiments was selected .
M R x5
‘R\‘ a8 the unlt which was to play the major role in the acoom- /g‘bi ;
p U
k? plishment of ‘this mission. It is with the 103rd Infantry of ﬁfrgk
. '
this Divielon that this monograph 1la concernsed. dﬂ”
. gf
THE GENERAL SITUATION :
£ Japanese defenses:on the New Georgla Islands consisted

??f of & gerlss of outposts statloned on the small islandse which
@i surround New Georgla proper, and still othere posted at.var-
¢f§§ \\1ous points on New Georgia itself., In the vicinity of Munda
Airfiela=extensiva_defeneéa;had been constructed and care~
fully camouflaged. During the perlodiwhlch intervened between
Ithe occupation of these positions by the Japanese and: the
attack by American fordes, profuse jungle growth had completed.
the already thorough job. of camouflaging these positions.
Enemy defenslive positions included numerous pillboxes-along
the entire sghoreline supplemented by posiﬁipns in depth con-
”Btfucted on the hlgh ground overlooking Lambettl Plantation_yéif**
and Munda Airfield. | ¥ ;
_ A; the time of receipt of the order by the 43rd Divislon
we find the 172nd Infantry on Guadalcanal with the remainder
of the Division 1in ﬁ semi~permanent blvouas on the Rugsell
Islands 50 miias to the norihwest. Strenuous amphlblous
tralning was belng conducteg;at'this time by all elements of
4



the Divigion. Landing craft used for this training were LCI's
(Landing Craft:Infantry). This was the firat time this new
type craft had heen geen by troops of this Division. (See Map
"n A" )

" On June 18th the Division order for the attack on New.

Georgla was lssued. 30 June 1943 was deslgnated as DeDay. (2)

- THE DIVISION PLAN
(SEE MAP "B")

The Divisionuplan for the attack on New {eorgla called.
for an initial landing on Rendova Island by the main forgs-
conslsting of the 169th Infantry, the 172nd Infantry and the.
3rd Battalion, 103rd Infantry plus &all supﬁorting artillery;
the melzure of thils island 5fter mopping up the enemy out
post believed to be statloned. there; and the preparation for
the attack on the New Georgla mainland, The mission of the.
103rd Infantry was multiple in nature and included. the follow=
ing: '

1. Landing of one (1) Battalion with Companies.N and Q,
4th Marine Raider Battalion attached, at Oliana Bay, Vangunu
Island, which lies to the southeast of New Georgla proper,
destroying enemy in that area and the establishment of defen-
sive positions. |

2. Landing one (1) Battalion as Division regerve on
Rendova Island with the Division main body.

3, Landing one (1) reinforced conmpany at Viru Harbor to
aeiie_énd-defend this poaition. .

4. Landing the balance of the Reglment, conslietling of.
the Regimental companies and the lst Battalion (minus) at Segi
.Point, on the southeastern tip of New Georgla Island, and the
.occupation and defense of this area.

(2) Personal knowledge



All landings were to be made simultaneously on the morn-

ing of 30 June, (3)

THE REGIMENTAL PLAN
(SEE MAP "B")
In aonformance-with'the Di#iéion order; the Reglimenteal

Operations Order was lgsued. asslgning the missions of the

‘Regiment as follows;

1. 2nd Battalion with Companies:N and §, 4th Marine
Ralder Batt&lion, attached; to land at.0300, .30 June, at.
Oliana Bay, Vangunu Island; destroy enemy positions there and
organize for the defense,

2. 3rd Battalion to land on Randova'Island.with the Div-
iaion main body,_proteot the Division left (sguth) flank.and.
constltute the Divislon reserve, |

3., 1lst Battalion (less .Co. B reinforced) to land at Segl
Point, New Georgla and occupy defensive poslitlions,

4. GCo. B (reinforced) to land at;Virﬁ Harbor, conduct an.

attack coordinated with Co, "PY, 4th Marine Raider Battalion

‘on enemy installations at thia'point and oacupy defensive

positions.  (4)

THE ATTACK ON _NEW GEORGIA
‘ - . ( SEE MAP "C")
OLIANA BAY: At 0700, after gome delay due to uncertalnty as.
to the identification of the landing site, the anchatpalibn
with Companies N and Q, 4th Marine Raider Battalicn attached,
landed at Oliana.Bay and immediately took up the march toward

~ VYura Village wilth Co. "E" reinforced, leadlng, Here the first

oontact with the ‘enemy was ‘mede by Co, "E" and after a brief.
(3) A=l p, Pl=-22 (4) Personal Knowledge

6 .



skirmlish the enemy wag driven from the village toward Cheke.
Polnt, Meanwhile the balance of the force had by-passed. the.
enemy pesltlon to the left and moved to a polnt to the north-
west of the peninsula which was known as Cheke FPolint. At

| thia point, in coordination with a simultaneocus attack by
Company "E" from the south, fha enemy was driven back to pre~
; viouasly prépared positlons on Cheke Point. During the night,,
in an attempt to relnforce this position, thelenemy landed
four (4) barges, each containing approximately 40 men, in the
\ vicinlity of Cheke Polnt. Two of these barges; however, landé
ed nesar our positions:and ware destrsyed.

Navel and ailr bombardment on GCheke Point was requeated
for the morning of 2 July, but did not materialize and bitter
Tighting continued throughout the day. In the afternoon of 3
July Naval fire was placed on the enemy position. Thls waa.
followed by en air attack on 4 July. Following the advantage.
geined by the shock of the air bombardment our forces were.
gsoon able 0 move in and complete the destructlon of the enemy
pogitions, capturing conslderable quantitles of ordnancg mnat-
erial and other supplies. (5)

Followlng this engagement the 2nd Battalipn eatablished
defenelve positions 1in this area and conducted. numerous pat=

rols but no furthsr contact with the enemy was made.

VIRU HARBOR: (SEE MAP "B") Shortly before daylight on 30

July, Company “B" reinforced arrived at the entrance to Viru
~ Harbor aboard two APD's, As they approached. the harbor, how-

gver they were brought under fire of enemy coastal guns.

(5) Personal atatement by then Captain Ollie A, Hoog, Come
manding Company "G", given on 7 February 1948
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The plan for the attack on this enemy positlion called for a
land assault by Marine elements coordinated by means of aige
nal flares with the landing of Company "B", It became appar-
ent by noon that the Marine elemeﬁta had not aﬁ yet reached. ’
the gbjective and "B" Company was ordered to return to Segi
Polint, Upon reportingmto Commanding Offioer=103rd Infantry, .

"B" Company recelved new orders which included a landing at

_ﬁhe Chol River and an overland march tc the enemy position.

The landing at Choi River wag made without incldent on the
morning of 1 July and the march toward Viru Harbor bnegan,
Three days later after a tedlous trek through dense jungle,
the force reached the oblective, Meanwhlile the Marlne force
had reached. Viru Harbor and had reduced enemy installationag
there. "“B" Company relgﬂ%ed'the Marine elements at this
point and immediately set up positions for its defense, (6)

SEGL POINT: (SEE MAP "B") Due to intelligence reports. of.
changing ensmy troop condentrationa on New Georgi&.it was
felt that the enemy might attempt to occupy Segl Point.. In
view of this possibility, the 103rd Infantry was ordered to
dispatoh one Company to this point. Company A", peinforesed,
aboard two APD'a salled out of the Russell Iélanda on 21 June
1943, landing at Segl Point at 0730, 22 June t0 reinforce a.
emall Marine force statidned at thls pointi No contact with
the enemy was made. (7)

At 0800, 30 Jﬂneﬁ.the 103rd Infantry, less the 2nd and
3rd Battalions and less Companies :"A" and “B", landed at Segl.
Polnt and aaauﬁedicontrol of defenses:in thaﬁ.areaa The task

of moving equipment and supplies back from the beach and into

(6) Pergonal Knowledge
(7) A-3



the dense jungle was lmmediately undertaken. Initially, 1t
was necessary Lo c¢lear jungle tralls leading back from the.
beach over a very steep hill which began at approximately 200
yards from the ﬁater'a edge, Communicationa were egtablished.
with the 2nd Battallen at Vangunu and with Division Head-
guarters which had landed at Rendova after a brief skirmish.(8)

RENDOVA_ISLAND: (SEE MAP "B") At 0630, 30 June; olements of
the main body of the Division landed. on.Rendova and after a
brief fire fight destroyed a Japanese outpost. It was esti-
mated thaﬁ 60 Japanese had been killed and what wes later
estimated at 50 others driven into the interior. The 3rd
Battalion, 103rd Infantry, in Division reserve, landed on
Rendova island on 1 July. Though numercus patrols were'dis-
patched in the Battallon zone nce contact with the enemy was.
made by this unit, with the exception of a small outpost which

was quickly destroyed. (9).

NEW GEORGIA ISLAND: Immediately upon completion of the oc-

cupation of Rendova Island a Division reconnalsance party waa:
organized and get out for the mainland of New Georgia, The
mission of thils group was to locate sultable landing:-sites anﬁu
watar supply pointa. The party was equipped;with*¥gdio which
was uaed 1in makling periodle reporta., Based upon these reports,
Zanana Beach was selected as the original landing site. The
orders of the Division Commander directed that the 172nd and.
169th Infentry Regiments land at the selected site, and lmmed-
iately advance inland. toward the Barike River, the latter hav=-

ing been selected a8 the line of departure. (SEE MAP "D") The




two (2) regiments were to cross the line of departure with the
169th Infantry on the north and the 172nd Infantry on the
south. (10)

Inltlal landings:at Zanans Beaoh, the selected. slte, were
made by elementa of the 172nannfantry during hours of dark-
neag on 3 July. The inltial landings were unoPﬁosed and were
followed by the remaining Battalions of the 172nd Infantry and
those of the 169th Infantry. All elements immediately took up
the march to the Bapike River. No enemy oppesltion was en-
countered with the exception of one enemy sirongpoint. which
wag encountered by the leading element of the 169th Infantry
on 6 July. This strongpoint was not finally reduced until
noon on 8 July. (11)
| By 0630 on 9 July the line of departure was crossed and
the advance continued without any opposition excepting that
provided by rthe extremely dense jungle terrain, The advance
ocontinued during 9 July with the enemy offering only minor
oppositlion by way of delay;ng aotions. The march on Munda
continued. (12)

During 10 July, however, enemy reeslstance increased and.
it became apparent that the snemy's main line of defense was:
being reached. Linhes of communicatlon by thls time had be-
come greatly extended conslderling that the only means of sup-
ply waé by carrying parties. The number of men requlred to
malntain eupply over such difficult terrain became a0 largs
that means of shortening the asupply lines were sought. Thisc
meant the establlshment:.of a new beachhead along the route
of advance., On 1l Jily, to acceomplish thils en&, elements of

the 172nd Infantry were ordered: tLo shift thelr attack to the.

10



gouth in order to securs -& beachhead at Lalana after arliving
the enemy from positions -in thls area, Two days of heavy
fighting ensued agalinst well emplaced enemy positions.. Pre=
liminary reconnalsance at Ilangana Point had indlcated approx-
lmately two Battalions in poaition there, During the after-
noon of 13 July,.the 172nd Infantry secured the deslred beach-
‘head. In shifting its main attack to the south, the 172nd.
Infantry became greatly extended and a 600 yard gap existed
between Reglments, through which enemy harassing patrols
operated, (13)

Let us now return to the 103rd Infantry; The third
Battalion which was s8till occupylng defenalve posgitions on
Rendova was alerted and with one Platoon of tanks attached
landed on the newly established beachhead at Lalana at 0900
on 14?Jﬁ1y-and was immediately pladed in Divislion reserve., On
the followlng day this Battalion was placed under the control
of the Commanding Officer, 172nd Infantry. (14) ‘

dn 15 July due to the casualtles which had been suffered
by the 172nd Infantry,Company “"L", 103rd Infantry, was com-
itted to the line by the Commahding Officer of the 172nd
Infantry. By 18 July, the 172nd Infantry, which was still on
the left flank of the Divislon, its left flank now touching.
the shore. 1ine; had become seriouély reduced In atrength and
overextended by its contlnued attacks and Company “K", 103rd
Infantry, was committed. On 19 July, Company "“I" was oom-
mitted and the remaining elements of the 2nd Battalion, 172nd
Infantry were relleved. The Commanding Officer, 3rd Battalion,

'103rd Infantry, at thle point assumed command of his Battalion..

11



' The route of advance of the Battalion generally followed the.
coast with its left flank touching the coast in the vicinity
of Laiana, (15) The line occupled by the 3rd Battalion,
103rd Infantry, ran generslly east and west about 200 yards .
north of Ilangana Point., On 19 July an attack was ordered.
againat enemy strongpoints which were holding up the left or
shore flank of the Battallion., In thise attack three Officers.
were killed-and casualties generally were high throughout the
Battalion. Though some gaing were made, it was necessary, due
to the heavy casualties,to withdraw to the original line. for
the purpose of reorganization. (16)

20 July witnessed a repetitlon of the previous days-
attack, A slight gain was ageln made, this time, however,
by committing all avallable personnel ,the line was held.

Meanwhile on 14 July the movement of the balance.of the
Regiment (less the last Battalion) to the New Georgla area be-
gan with the arriﬁal of the Commanding Officer and Staff on
that date followed by the Regimental Companles-on 16 July,
On 21 July the Headquarters and Regimental Companles.moved to.
New Georgla islgndnand the Regliment assumed control of 1lts
3rd Battalion. On this date it was found that the 3rd Bat-
talion had turned to the right, following the coastline, (see
Map "D") A .check made of the strength of the Battallon re=
vealed that 1t had been reduced to an average of approximately
60 men per Rifle Company.

The 2nd Battalion, after having staged at a small island
nesr Rendova arrived at Laiana Beach at 1237, 22 July and

went into an assembly area prior:to being committed. Before.

215; A=3 _
16) Personal Knowledge
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leaving Vangunu Island the 2nd Battalion had been relieved of
its defensive mission by Company "C". At 1000 on 23 July the.
2nd Battalion was committed, reliéving,the lst Battallion,
172nd Infantry. (See Mép "p*) At this time we now find the.
Regiment,less the. let Battallon, at New Georgle; the first
Battalion less Companles "B" and "G" at Segl Point; Company
"G" at Vangunu and Company ﬁB" at Viru Harbor. {17)
" ©On 25 and 24'July the Regiﬁenthade repeated: attacks .
against enemy installations but to 1ittle avail.
On 25 July, preceded by artillery preparationa'thé:Reg-
E iment agailn attacked. Company "E" finding & soft spot. in the
' tﬁg enemy defenses-continued to advance until thelr contacts on
both flanks were completely broken and they found themselves.
800 yards in front of the line hseld ﬁy the balance of the
ﬁi Regiment. At this point attempis were made.to consolldate.

the :galn by pushing troops out to contact this Company but

due to ﬁerrific:resistance, these attempts falled. At 1500

" Company "E" was forced to withdraw, taking only minor casu-
altless At the close of 25 July little gain had been made,
On thie date the 3rd Battalion, 169th Infantry wae placed.
under control df the Gommanding Offlcer, 1l03rd Infantry and.
wag committed on the right flank of the Regiment .and 1n.con-
tact with the 172nd Infantry. In attempting to naﬁtralize
anemy pdsitiohe by Artillery, this fire was often brought to
within 100 yarde of our own troops. On one occaslon, on thie:
date, troops were moved back to allow artillery fire on an
enemy position. The Japanese sensed such tactics however, and,
ieaving their positions, occupied those which our troops-had.

temporarily vacated, As soon as the fire had ceased, they

(17) A-3
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quickly reoccupled their previous positions. (18)
26 July brought the firet real gain for several days.
With the uss of the combined efforts of & Platoon of tanks,
and Artillery support, a gain of about 800 yards was made.
(See Map "D") In consideration of the type of terrain,enemy
installations:and the reduced. atrength of'éttaoking elements.
this wae looked upon at this time as a major gain. Feelings.
ran high and the attack of the morrow vas eagerly awalted in
the hopes that it might provide ﬁ major bhreak through and
that the opjective might soon be taken, The 27th dawned and
ragsed however and‘atill the Japenede defenses. held, Little;
galn had been made:asgainst the increasing enemy resistance. (12)
The dawn of the following day, 28 July, revealéd.that
the left or coastal flank which was occupled by.elements of
the 103rd Infantry had fallen somewhat tc rear df the genersal
pattern of the line held by the Division, Enemy defenses
along the coast had been established with a view toward re-
pelling an attack from the sea, However, thasndture;of thelr
construction was such as t0 make each pillbox mutually sup-
- porting agalnst an attack from the flank. In closeup_aaaaulﬁs;
upon eneny. strongpoints, attacking troops‘found,themaelvea.
under the direét fire of supporting positiona. | .
On 28 July called for renewed attacks.with the main effort
being made. on the left or coastal flank:in an sffort to
straighten out the Division line, On this date the use of.
tanks was attempted but the development of mechénical trouble
and increased anti-tank fire denled all attempts to advance,(20) -

On 29 July, the 3ré Battalion having suffered a large-

(18) Personal Knowledge
(19) A-3
(20) A-3
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number of casualtles since being commltted on the l4th was
relieved by expanding the 2nd Battalion to the left. The
very fact that the line held by the Battalion could be so
easglly occuplied by thls means serves as an lndication of the.
Battalions strength.,. On this date after a much belated
artillery concentration, a new attack Jumped off and prior to
the fall of darkness had suceceeded: in gaining 300 precious:-
yards, (See Map "D") At this point the battle for the impor=
tant airflield at Munds had developed.into & drudging_baytle.of
attrition., The overwhelming artillery superiority which
American forces possepsed was taking a heavy toll, while the.
Infantry doggedly'reduoedJDne enemy strongpoint after another,
(21)

During the two succeeding days of 30 and 31 July all
forward elements devoted their efforts to the conduct of
intensive patrolling, The mission of the patrols belng to
locate the enemy pillbox installations to our front. This.
was no easy task. The type plllibox conatructed by the Jap-
anesge in thia.araa conegisted of a plt approximately six feet
wide, six feet long and five feet deep. Thie pit was covered
wlth cocoanut logs, then with coral rock.. The firing ports-
were formed only a few inches above the ground allowing the.
utmogt of cover and concealment and making 1t lmpossible to
dlscover their locations at ranges greater than 20 yards.
gprouting cocoanuta and fallen palm fronds in some areas &alaso
;ddedatd the already complete Job of camouflaging theae.
poeitions. {22) .

The arrival of the month of August.brought;fregh hope

(21; A=-3
(22} Personal Knowledge
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to members of all units fighting on New Georgla, Onsl-Auguatn
at about 1100 the Division right flank which had been slowed.
down for several days due to encountersuwith strongly emplaced
enemy positions on high ground, (eee map)} finally overcame
these defenses: A general advance resulted and as darkneéah
approaéhed-front line troops gain?d thelr first view of the
objective for which they had bgen flghting for nearly a month.
Munds Airfield was now vislble from the higher ground on the
fight and from beach positiona on the left., (23)

The following two days saw contlnued. dogged fighting as
yard by yard our troops advanced on the coveted alrfield,. By
1600 on 3 August tha.103rd Infantry had raached:ﬁhe eagtarn
edge of the airfield., At this point however, all attempts to
move over open ground around ths field brought hsavy fire from
Bibolo and Kokengolo hills, in the zone of the unlt on the
right of the 103rd Infantry. On the 4th of August the 3rd
Battalion relieved thé 2nd Battalion whose line had now become
shortened by the aonverging of troops as the alrfield waa.
approached. The 3rd Battdalion conducted numerous patrols to
their front but each movement contlnued to draw heavy fire
from the hills whilch were holding up the right flank of the
Division. {24)

On 5 August, snemy positions on the Bibolo and Kokengolo
Hills were finally destroyed and our line was able. t0 movew
forward and with little mopplng up completed the capture of-
Munda Alrfield, The 3rd Battalion lmmediately set up defen-

give positions. -(25)
The day following the capture of the alrfleld.the Reglment:

23) A=3
24) A-3
25 Personal Knowledge
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went into defensive positions covering the coastlins from the.
airfield to Ilangana Poiht.. This agslgnment was. short lived.
howsver, hecause on 7 August the 2nd Battalion wag: ondered: to
Réndova Ialand to oocupy and outpost this area. The follow=
ing day the 3rd Battalion wae moved back to the Russgell Ia-
lands for rest and recuperation. These two movements left
~only the Regimental Companies atill remaining on New Georgla .
Island., Sémi-permanent bivouacs were lmmediatsly prepared.

The battle for Munda Alrfleld was over. (26)

-ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM

Ini e gtudy of this oparation we mugt flrst conslder the
'faet that for the entire dlvision thie operation was . the '
baptiam of fire, The condltions un@er which this baptism
was recelived, namely, dense Jungle and a fanatical, well
emplaced eneﬁy, would have taxed the most seasoned veteran,

The key terraln of the operation was that portion of
thé shoreline in the vicinity of the airfleld and the high
ground whilch overlooked this shoreline. It would appesar at
first glance that an attack launched against such a defense,
Af approaching from the flank would have little or no trouble
in succéasively eliminating these positiona, The enemy how-
gver, had apparently considered this in his defensive struc-
ures and had so placed the plllbox positions that they were
mutually supporting. |

The piecemeal commission of the 3rd Battalion to the left
of the Division line served only to so decimate this unit as
a'fightihg force that its mass power was entlirely lost.

The repeated orders for continued attacks day after day,

(26)  A-3
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when littlé or no gain had bsen made by thls means, resulted
only in an attrition which the gize of the force originally
comnltted to the mission could not withstand. The method
employed during the 30th and 31lst 6f July, thet of employling
small patrqls to locate enemy positions prior to attacking.
them proved 1lts worth. |

'On geveral occaslons one end of the Division line was.
held. up because unlts on lts flanks could not overcome the
oppoaitibn_in lts zone, Had sufficlent forces been committed
to the operation, reserves would have heen avallabls. This
would allow flank elements to advance where réaiatance wag
light while reserves covered thelr flanks and rear, Thla
‘lack of sufficlent forces to do the Job at hand wag especially
apparent in the early phases when the 172nd Infantry was
ordered to move to the south in order to establish a new
beachhead and shortan aupply llnea, The movement when ex-
gcuted resulted in a 600 yard gap between right and left unlts.

The greatest criticism of thls operation was the fallure
10 coneider the fact that in Jungle operations the amount of
frontage which can be allotted to an Infantry element is
greatly reduced.

During thls operation, little or no use was made of the
cover of darkness 1in assaulting snemy positions. Had the
troops been sufficiently trained in night jungle attack and
thié'method employed, casualtles would have been greatly
reduced,

| In summihg up the opseration it is quite apparent that
the 103rd Infantry, although its/tactioal unity had been bro-~
ken by the nature of its mission, and desplte the fact that.:
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the troops were untried and inexperlenced, wag able to suc-
ceggfully accompllsh its mission, as was the Diviéion as a
whole, even though the time required to do so may appesr to

gome to_havelbeen too great.

LESSONS

1. ‘When the attack hap been gtopped becauss of superior

B i ot L S

enemy forces or becauae of the nature of defenslve 1natal-

lations, do not repeat the attack in the game manner. Thls
practlce serves only to reducs morale and fighting strength,

2., When a unlt such as a Battallon loges lts effect-

- TR appuenh

lveness because of fatigue, casualtiss or other factors, do

e v r e e

b b et

not, attgqpthﬁgwﬁﬁltﬂse-itwby_comm;tping regerves in a piecef
éééi;f%gnion; To do this results only in a gradusal dadimation
of these reserves. It is far better tb commit the reserve as.
& unit which by its fresh mass of power has a chance of suc-

' cess.

3. In planning operations in Jungle or very close ier-
rain we must conaider the decreased frontage that & unit can
ocCuUPY. Failure to make such allowance causes gape to form
i
through whilch enemy patrols wlll enter and cause untold con-
fuaion,

4, In planning an operation againast enemy believed to

kY oecupy well fortified posltions, Gommandera and Staff Officers

'muat study the probabls ammunltion requirementa carefully.
\Qg ; For example, in an operation of this type, ammunition for 81 MM
i% gg mortaras should be about 90% heavy and 10% light. It was soon
’_f:$- discovered du;ing this operatlon that the light ammunition
| had little effect on enemy pillbox emplacements, even with
direct hita,
W 5. Training 1n jungle oparations must include snmall unit
b// problema which accuatom the troops to the nolsea and extreme
blackness of the Jungle at night.
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