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ADVANCED INFANTRY OFFICER3 COURS3E 5
1947 ~ 1948 :

PLANS AND OP®RRATIONS3 OF THW 506th PARACHUTE -
INPANTRY (10lst AIRBORNE DIVISION) IX THYZ . o

' INVASION OF NOERMANDY, v e e
{ NORMANDY CAMPAIGN) 6--30 JUKE 1944
(Pearsonal Experience of Company Commander 3rd ,

Battalion 5 to 7 Juns 1944.)

Type of operation describsdsy PLAN3 AND OPERA~
TIONS OF PARACHUTTD INFPANTRY REGCIMENT.

Major John T, MoKnight, Infantry
ADVANCED INPANTRY OFZPICERS3 CLASY RO 1
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FLANS AND OPRRATION3 OF THX 506th PARACHUTRE ~
s o LEEATTRY, L2302 85 ALRAGHVE DINLSRQFL IV PR o e
e iNVAJLUN OF NORMANDY,
(NCRMANDY CAMPAIGN) 5--30 Juw= 1944
\Pérsonul Txperisnce 0f Company Commander 3rd
Batitalion & to 7 June 1944, )
ARTRODUCTION
This monograph covers the plans and operations of the
506 Parachute Infantry, 10lst Airborne Division in the in-

vaslon of Normandy (Normandy Campaign), (5th June 1944 to

d*c' P 1?“)‘4~

S0th Juna 1944}.“ Parsanal ?xperience of Company Commandaf;
Jrd Battalion 5th June to 7th June 1944. - -

Ths first largs scale use of Alrborne troops in mil-
itary history was made on 6th of June, 1944, when tvo American
Alrborne Divisions (the 10lst and the 82nd), operating under
Vil Corps, landad during darknsss on the Cotentin Poeninsula,
and carried out a coordinated plan to assiét the beach lénd-
ing of the 4th Division at H-hour on D-gay morning. Six Para-
chute Infantry Regiments; the 505, 507, and 508 of the 62nd
Alrborne Division and the 501st, 502nd, and 506th of the 101st
Airborne Division, together with the normal oomplqdent of Para-
chute Field Artillery and Parachute %ngineers,toteling mors
than 14,00V men, ware 1lifted in approximately 1,000 C=-47
planas;and flown from basaes in Jouthern Enzland to dasignated
Drop 2Zones in Normandy. (1)

The 506th Parachute Infantry Regiment was in ihe Mar-
Shaling Ares (take-otf eir f£iald) eight days prior to D—Day..
During these elight days, additional supplies, equipmant, and
clotkhing were issued; mediocoul and first ald instructions
Z2iven. During this period tne complete oombat load was issuad.
Aftar the Compeny Commanders had bean givan the first briece-
ing, the Drop Zone locstiona of tha Repgimail wami Shuugdude

o a,vA 41‘1}& é;’t& ’M‘f!ﬂ h’w‘d“",,,
[

A xaﬁ‘%mu B R 8y

CarEy wp eRREPRET T
a4 ‘ ,mi e ¢
B YYIY]
e ?zﬂ“"‘

e . “ o e e e

- L L g g
ﬁ*”“ﬂ%mw%ﬂ“*%l“”*“iww L
Gl e or Fr i v T8 WA 5y NPT S

. APErTIYRSe S SR R S AT AL R A

TR DU IR o (RTINS ST TN J O

L3
i
&
¥
e
=z
L g T




‘{ - . . . U - i e ) e ol s e RO o QA i e b e e g ,VW‘?L\;,,,W“ ~‘~-ifﬁd‘-"¢'v‘ E
H g ) ¢
i 3

LR A * e [ ANV R ‘ ‘W . . 3
' . ‘o . . v . s [ v I L TP . BRI . .
N * ’ . R ORY g

x oy . ' ' . #
A N ' 4. i 2 . . N R .
. : .
ﬁ 3 E
§ s

s - iaa e IS e P T R
‘ ) i N et T e Ll Ll SR Lk W R L
ey AR e o R LR B TE G T

.
N g v R Vs e e R, ' N ;
: - CMYOLE A R o : RS L NS N .
2 . i f 4 Ay ' Ay
. s m fe e e L den e W e e, g

Diviasaion had learnad that the Garmans had movaed two addi»t

tlonal Infantry Divisions into the Cnerbourg Peninsula {(2}.
The troops were briefad after the firsit two daye in the

-

Marehals

{3

g,Arga and aontinuous and detailed briefing ocon~

Pl . S

tizuad until the day of take~off, Or D-~1l. The thoroughnsss
0f this brisfing in the 3rd Battaiion was satisfying to all,
and each man had a perfect mental pioture of the terrain tn =
the vicinity of the Drop Zome assigned, end the details of
tha mis sion were clasr $0 2ach individual,. This briefing
was carried out in a larze barn, locafed in the Marshaling
Area, by usa of sand tables, maps, and aerial photographs.

Sufficiant time enabled small units to0 aestablish 30P's to

meat various situations if'they should occur. {3).

SITUATION AXD MISSION
w&n all, thare ware four ocausaways which connacted Utah
Baach with the s0lid ground of Kormandy? The seizure 0f the
two southern exits was part of the mission of the 506 Para-
chute Infantry. In additioy,the tvo bridges near Ls Port at
the mouth of the Douve River vwere to be secured. The 502
Parachute Regiment had besen gliven the mission of seoﬁring

the two northernmost exits. The tactiocal situation and the

nature of the ground in the operation against the 3Southsrn

exits, were similar to the condltions oonfronting the foroces §
i

farther to the North. The missiocn wae considered su 1dsal %~

one for parschute troocps, wes within the capablilities of the 4

Regiment, and the operation was thought to be 80 timed that

the seaborne forosa vwould sarrive before ths snsmy ococuld huild

up a strong ocounter forae.
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"i{deutified in the oneration plnn as Uxit 41, tied in with

tixe nlehwsy bat OF ihe Cotentin Pealnsula just to the wagss
¢f Pouppeville, 3 village neéar the mouth of the rivar Douve,

shout 8 miles anortheast of Carentan. PRxit #2, a little far-
ther to the North led from the beach through Houdienvi;le to
3t Marie du Mont. Both of thess causaways were built foqgnﬁuzj'
average) of 6 feat apove the marsh, which was an initial bar-
rier Lo the wesiward advancs 0f the forces landing on the
baach. /bvqr most of 1ts arsa, (hs marsh could De waded and
it was therefore not a formidable onstacle to the passage of
tréOps; but it was criss-crossed at many points by drainage
canals, which though narrow, ran to a depth of 8 faat or
mors. 7Thng presence of these streams oomposed a very real
danger; 1f the foraa'OOming by sea was denled the use of the
causevways, many hours would pass before it could link up with

the force which had arrived by air. The time, thus lost, might

determine tha fate of Utah Beach operation and filrnally, of

the whole in?asion.zg!‘/ﬁ“/) - /"97 ¢ o

DETAILTD PLAN lst AND 2nd BATTALIOXNS
The plan cslled for thse 506 Regiment, lass the 3rd Batfal-
lon to land on Drop Zone "C". ahhis zone was just to the south
of Boutteville and to the west of 3t. Marle du ¥Mont, which put
it about as olose to the western approaches of tha two lowar
causeways as was tactlcally praoticable? {ssea
rapidly as it could complete its assambly,’ Qﬁ

" 0,
Hap "4"} A8

e s R R A e
5

Battalienp

reinforced by one section 0of demolition men, was to move west-
ward along a line running north 0f 3t. Harie du Mont towardse

Houdianville., Proz that point, the baitalions' norihern
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lascing Txit §

. Ths Jouitliern Glewsut, Company rF, would

igéave tha ocolumn at Habart, a

- S e - W

nd attaclk toward

"d

'l
-

RPpPS avills

. - 2 < ""‘“ f;‘ -

ane ¢x2% yi. Comnany D and the Jecound Battallon Hsadquarters
Gompany were to 8at up in Hebsert as tha battalicn ressrva.

To divart the Germans, and prevent tham from taking tha
causeway forees in the r?arfﬁEirst_ﬁﬁttalion was to sand a
rainforced platcon from Jompany "2, t¢ The araes just south
of St. Maria du Mont; it would demonstrate strongly encugh

Al in that direciion, to draw the attention of enemy forces,

stationed in that village. The remainder of the lst Battal—

< . s
"“3’ ;'-" f}‘k(' e

ion supportad byfﬁagimental Haadquarters Comrany would atwud

at Hiesville as the Regimentsl reserve. {4)

PLAN OF THIRD BATTALION
Phe third battslion supported by one platoon o0f the
d26th Engineer Battallion, and 2 demolition saotions,%ﬁgw;o
land on Drop Zone "D", which wes loocated to the south of
Vierville and west of Angoville au Plain. (See Map 4) “Prom
this ground the foroe was to strike southward as soon as
possible, and secure the two brldges near Le POrt, at the o
i mouth o0f the river Dauva? The bridges ware to pe- %Z%lﬁ:a;;w ce
end bridgeheads expsnded, as rapldly as the tacticsl situa-
tion permitted. ”%y 8a8izing the high ground in ihe direction
of Brevands, the Battal ion would be reaching toward the
Amaerlican foreoes, which ware moving northward from Omaha Beaoch.

It was believed that all these things could be acoomplished

on the firat day. (5)
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piumaee withodt Nurryiasd or 8sraine ADOut two hours prior
to take off, ths troops arrived at their assiyned plansg,
under the command of their Jump masters. During the two

hours they put On and adjustad their s

md
2
Hnde

i
21
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and parachutes2, arnd to0K {heir positions in the planes. At

]

2210 the lsad plane tookx o0£2, 4hlis serial rendezvoused with

"

the planes;}carrying the 1st and 2nd Battalionsﬁand_ngimantal
&aadqagftar;“Cdabany"éhd‘gifésﬁédw;ﬁigé:sﬁo;n after midnight
the saerigls crcssed the Tuglish coast, and warse hesded over
the_ahannal”teﬁard tha french eocast and the enemy. The moon
was oright as the Tnglish Coast was crossed, and the Channal
could easlly be seen benaath tha formetion. 4'Howavar, almost
as 300n as the Cotentin Peninsula came¢ invto view, the planes
ran into heavy fog banks which obsbured the ground and dis-~
arrangad the formation) The fog thinned in spots, as the
formation continuad éoross the peninsula. #Flak wés ancouna
terad soon aftar the peninsuls was reaached. DJDue to the fog
banks and the flak encountered, some of the pllots took
evasive action to get away from the fire, and opened the for-
mation in the denss fog banks. Bacausa of this action nearly

s
all unity was lost; the chance for a succassful concaentretion

of elemonts o0f the 506 Regiment thus depended on the accuraody

and judgment of a large number of airmen who had no identity
W

with the Regiment. (6)

In practioce, the plane pilot is the EOrmqﬂ Jump master;

o My, %
it is his task to find the Drop Zons. Four minutes bafore

he
the men are to Jjump, [the pilot flashes a red light, when the
gréen light is flashed, this ls tha signel thast thée pisne is

in proper flying condition, and that the Drop 20né has been

/4' ! o T . ) . ’ )
reashads Wes zousn 1E3nY le the "GoO" algnel. What hed.a
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tha nrobablility thet ¢ wonld senomnter uneynasted tromhla

on tha groundy the problem of kespinz ths Regimsnt gconasn=-

o o
tratsed, had been doliiverad into tao many hangds. Bzzauss ¢f
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i the conditions ams astatad abnve, of[g_h
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L

lan

(1]
ool

2 z2ohagdunled

o
fag TN

Py

to drop their men on Drop Zons "G%, only 10 found the mark.

&See Map B)gffﬂirst Battalion had a gompersativesly good pdtm

o RN e T |

tern, only one of its sticks being dropped far distant froqj
the [deeigneted Drop) Sone; even sc the patteru was scaitersd
Apough that as addlitionsgl 4 hours were regquired %o gat ths
Battallon moving toward its objective. The Second Battalion
passed over Drop Zone "C" but only one plane unloadad its
sticks anywhere near the designated zone. (Sea Map B).

The planes carryiag{}hd}Second Battalion, had simply

overshot the marke. The paratroopers ococupying thae planes

of this serial, recognized the Drop Zone as the planes flew
over. They reported seeing 3 large green T's formed of
lights pags under them and recognized them as the zona mark-
ears which had been set up by the Regiment's pathfinders. The
planes contiawvsed 40 21y and n¢ Jump 3ignal was givea fLor
sgveral minutes, when the signal was given’%he Battalion
came to sarth with its centar about 5 miles from its des- —
B [They wene Fhvs] \
ignated Drop Zone. |Because of this, the Battalion wasldenied
any initial contact with the remainder of the Ragiment, and

[they] had no way of knowing whether the ?irgt Battalion and Reg~-

imental Headquartars had experienced any better fortune in

e

5 & o .
| gatting on the designated Drop Zone. //Third Battalion, aiming

-
o

at Drop Zone "D", had a slightly better pattern than [the] Pirst

Battallon, but not enough %o give i1t any prgeyiqsl adygptaga.

LR G e i med i s 6 R T g
EOVIERT G e 0 R me D G 6 AT 2

N
1%, to00, had 108t many hours because 0f a faulty drop. {7)

(7) 4=l p&.
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Drop Zone

-

e Vivie ezt
! pathiindara hed Jandag AN minuiss zhand or the Thirg Battisliocw

[ The Gegmbns Aad FtJ”“‘J
| and had beoome sngaged at once. [Anparsntly thé Garmans antlc-

ot 1 ———————

i 1pate§?thas the laveders might use this area for just such a
g the e
)
;

purpose; [and) had ringsd 44 with mechine guns, and mortars, end

[
o e e i < S

' wers sitting ai their arms in readiness, whenm the [Third] Battalion
\ Sesen 0/:1“!
‘came 1n. [Phq] pathfinders had knocked out two machine gun posi-

o ST

Eiions with'hand grenades before the arrival of the maiﬁ bodye. B

v

“By that time, howsver, the field was well illuminatad bg. anemy .. =

N

! dow lﬂ } — ‘ -
flares. .Floatiééiinto this well 1it and fire coversd arsa, the | - S

Battalicon lost about 20 men from enemy action, bafors its first

e

groups could colleoct themsslves. [Yet it was an odd kind of  _{

aotion]'%ith all thelr advantages, the Germans could not gat

N [w/..fcvcﬁ] not ane men
their heads upe. Thay fired from,cover, and few men] among

r

{ $hom moved out to engage the invaders in paersonal encounter.
| ,
i

gThis saamad to ba true in all sections in which the Airborne

fforces landed.'(a)

8

"~

%brOP Zone "C" had also bean strongly covered by the en~
emy with rifle pits and automatio weapons éllkarpund the pe-
rimeter. Around the northeast corner aespecially, the Germans

/ware in atréhgth?fjggﬁiever the men dropped, they came in
fire contaot immediately with small enemy groups. The major-
ityi?f the men who dropped on the Drop ZOné]got out of this
dgadfall, by lying quietly for & few minutes, until éhe attan-
tion of the defendérs was drawn elsawhere, and then crawling

off into the darkf At Drop Zone "(C", the assembly areas for

the 3econd Battallion, Regimental Headgquarters Company, and PFirst

Battalion, [there] were 3 orohards strung aoross the zone from
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north to aouth.’{kacond Battalion was supposed to sssemble on

tb¢ northsro orohard, and from there, move off to attack the
nA ¢ T
exivs, ' Firdv dattalion nad planned 1o sssamble on the southeru
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ilas acuthesrd, %0 86t up & CPF at Oulovilie. Had the
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drop taksm place in this mannsr, it 18 gquita possible that ths
greatar breadth of the target would have ziven the waiting
Germans a greater opportunity for killingf “43 things worked
out, the ralatively emsll force that was delivered, acocording
t0 schedule, came to earth well strung out among the appls
trees,’ Most of the ten planes which dropped their stick on

war»a@aww@hgﬁ@Wfrewtwﬁrvﬁrzﬁﬁémﬁé&“ﬁéEHWisaaEa”ﬁifﬁ“ﬁééiﬁéﬁ%éif””‘
Heazdquarters men. Of these personnel the total loss waé\not |
more than 10,'1£di£élné daadyand wcundeﬁ. Elsegvhere, however;'
tha Headquartars?Eectioq;had taken great losses which aeriouaw'
ly orippled this Operation. Three of the planes had missed
the[proé]Zone by 20 miles. These planes 1noluded a majority’
¢f the communication platoon. Only 5 Communication men wara

~at hand vhen the Regiment began %o fight. (9]
SOE+4 Resr1ments  atlalions 1
Not one of [the Battalions of tha 506 Regimantl had a drop//

rattern which %as as g004d as the lowest mark which it had es~-|

ol

| _
{Eabltshed during any tralning operation. Vhether the great

spread of the drop pattern contributed materially tc the cas-

ualty figures, 1s something of a question, but 1t undouhtedly

N

8lowed down assembly and acted as a drag on local OparationST:

[Fu+:}ﬁhat was lost to taotics by these delays and misadventuras

[ten-rFoid]
;was probably compernsated for, in the bevilderment and the strat-

%egical migscalculation of ths anemy, which resulted from having
iparachutq drops reported troﬁ all parts of the peninsulq»f'Tﬁaj
i/doubts which must have assalilsd tha enemy in the oriticsl hourb4
}whan the defending foroaes vwere belng redeployed to meoat the 11-
Evasion thr#as, deubte which ware intensified by inadvertent |
%work of oarrier pilots who straved frowm thalr prnrses, L0€ 4
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and Montebourgs both sidaes of the Vire and on tha ®ast Coast

of Cotemtin; and 0200 hours: "1t 19 reoported that Airboras

s £ight¢

’:

1d "there

2

landling embdbracas Montabourg" an

H

Some ¢f these were points far outside ths zocection of the in-
vasion. It appesrs that these reports of eruption resulted

from the chance landings of parachute forces, in areas, whare

éé/{
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thay ware not supposed to be cowmitted as'ihaf oIn eONBe - e

lkffquenca 0f the ranorts, the German High Command marked time

?;f” tor several hours, whi;gmtrying.to.da;arm&ne what thasg varying

f thrusts indlcated. At 0240 there was still debate, as to the

9§ihé§ measure of the danger, the Commanding Genaral of tha Vest

~w§;#;y— Grbup maintaining that the defenders were not confrontad with
a "major action"; while tha Chisf of 3taff replied thats “1it

could ba nothing less than that, in view of the dapth of the

airoorna pensetration in the 84th Army Corps Area." It'was atA

. 0400 hour that the Commandar ofuthg Corps reported to tha Chiaf

%of 3tatf, 7th Army High Command, his conclusion that "the gen-

%eral plan seams to be to tis off tha Cotentin Peninsula at itg

f 22 | ‘
Lnarrowest point." Another hour passed bafore the Germans knew

~>

that they were also about to be hit from the sea. ("Prom the

War diary of the German 7th Army High Command"). (10)
Apgpt i s S wenr GEcad %wrfh ﬁalﬂ

"“/”L
B In the strainsd circumstanoes, standard procedures f£or
SsCondilies aunﬂdl”" f‘hJ*‘“ﬁ“dﬂ"’“ﬁ a’-mﬂ [J,Ja/m”/no;oo

| a

fassambly vere attempted. The assembly : ‘lights [were not 3uoceas-
|

!rul a§1the Normandy hedgerows blacked them out on every sida.,

Collection prooeeded by individual soldiers working their way

50«/ ‘f 6’9J PJ .
"by guaas,kto tha Drop ZOQQIlssambly Point;]"

S~

Before daylight, Regilmental Headquarters had beon eatablish-
¢d at Coulaville, bhowevsr the 2und Battalion had not rapoerted

(101 4-2 2:.20.
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%0 ihe Hegimantali CP, nor, had Regimant besn able to oon-
tant this Battalion. Thne Firsi Setisiion Dad reporited ia ggu

- . e Bl e s P e SPAh e v ey 2%) 8 F
SN PN g SV 6 10 M S EBSRR SED D NI, 0 TSR L, IR LYY S Rl e szl h R T AR 0 A, SO AARLY YU VI § D B I 9 e S MR v 249 -

by this time, and was ordered by Regiment to assume the pra-
vicusiy planned mission of tne Jecond Battalion, "tha march

¢ the scuthsern caussway.” This Bettalion 2zt thia

2
e
D
L]
(o]
©
o
$

sisted of {he Battalion Commander and approximately 50 men.
The Battalion Commander was instructsd initially, not to
;? spread his force bdut t0 drive for Poupsvills and Bxit #1l.
fféi They started as ths dawn broke.z
*Phs fortunas of the 3econd Battalion had besn 1n marked
contrast to what had taksen placs at Drop Zonse “D"f Dropped
far outside of their designated aféé, the Battalion still
had succeedéd in achieving a far more rapld, and completa
assembly,l;hanvtha othar elements of the Regimai%? Although,
far from the designeted Drop Zons,tnis Battelion was mot oon-
~tacted by the enemy upon landing. By 0430 the forca of approx-
imataly 200 men with the Battallon Commander, had assambled,
:and were moving out to the Iocation of their assigned mission,
the lowarﬂx&its. This forca soon encountarad the enemy and
movemen ¢ %as slow. Its objeotive lay a oonsiderable distanoce
to the South, and Ragiamsnt could not be contactied. ‘So far
a3 this Battal ion knew, the ofiginal assignmant remained un-
changad. The ocolumn 2o0ntinued to work its way scuth, until
aftef 0900 hours whenfzhe head 0of the column was sioppaed by
a German artillery battery, whioh was laying intradictory

{’fire aorogs the road. Part of Company "D" was passed around

the rear of the [enemy] battery with the mission of hurrying

Jon to ?xiti #2. This part of Company "D", arrived at its

objaoctive at 1330 hour. The oauseway leading to Houdienville

Vi s Ee
FE R

was brought under control, practicelly without f£ighting. The

zz:wdnr ot the Sepond B&tt‘lton kﬁpt the Garunn battary

TR e e W N IR s R R e i o e W T i 4y ey

;I Nﬂ[’%“ﬂ"!/ “‘“F‘y‘“ i

8" m&ﬂ%*w x % 44 »meym‘w»munyam y!@&dw i &-mw »& ﬁm ﬁ“%wy o
oy Ls'q l-ﬁ:'f é"ﬂ 7 s) v

A%y o

ot {%ﬂwj@‘i 213 p mm—vwﬂmﬂﬂ ot e Wé e o "M/

i AR L Wt
A ‘Vsm( M‘ o rw*v v"

‘zt/"‘ﬁ)a%f.ﬁﬂ v vw
§ :
3

—

“we v ./ e s PR . Vo T X 2N PR ot ke Y W g st W N 4 PEIE " IPE ’ [ TS




A CAR 1

¢ BRI Sy 3 L B ¥

IR R Y s g e

oy @ﬁ R "’J'M Hirr,

A 7 %
e N

R R

PRl A

3reached the canal bridges near LaPorte, at 0430 hours.

_the oansl, by amewling on thy sirderc uader 4o Vildge iluves

-

SETTeEY “de stroyed.

531

Company "2" about 1800 hours. By 1800 hours, the 3eoond

#2, with

300 men

[N}

Battialion wes well organized at EBxit about

on hand izncluding $bo strays from other units.
"¢ Third Bettslion had played in worst luok initlally, but
a mare handful of

ite men had esst a shining example im initi-

ative, for the remainder of the Regiment. When the planes

“garrying the Third Battalion passed over ths flooded ares be—

twean Carentsn and 3t Come du Mont, haavy antiairoraft fire

eanveloped the formation and dissolvad it. The planes taking

8vasive sotion in all directions resulted in the formation

losing all semblance of a commande This ground fire lgaped

up at the parachutists as they responded to the jump slgnal;

this signal had been givan just a flash tao early. The

were delivered a little short of Drop Zone "D", to the 3outh

and Fast of it. Square on the Zone, the Germans had pre-

pared a glant toroh by soaking a house in o0il. They 1lit 1t

as the first planes approached, and it blazed fiercely, illum-

inating the entire countrysidse. (11). '"Phs Battalion® that

ﬁ?'/m b’av‘fa/zon . JofFlert and 30men]
originally assembled, oonsisted of & officers zand 30 men.

This group set out to accomplish the Battslion mission, ani},

-
N

Upon

reachiug the wastern approaches, this group was joined by

5 Officers and 15 Men who had also worked their way’to the ;
area 0f the assigned Battalion mission. E?hiazf;:rzsej decided
t0 force a orossing of one of the bridges, and establish a E
bridgehead. The bridges wWere covered by German maohine guns, §

8t up or tue Bastv vank. Twoy, b men patrols, managed t0 oross
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present in such numbers that thay could bring up fresh guns |
-
s
faster than the patrols could proosed agsinst them. 4After

engaglng for sbout two hours the foron was compellisd to with-

draw to the wost bank for lack of emmunition. [Fhis "skeleton

Battalion" wa{]without communication, and knéw nothing ©f the

Lowisen]

-altuation elsewhers in the Regiment. One Officer and tw0 en-

listed men were sent in an attempt to dbresak throuvh the German T
lines, in ordar ta'g&k'haip.w4kmmuﬂitianwwag running~lawmgnduk

the group was small, in comparison, to the forca it faced

agross the canal.

T“ It was not an exceptionally favorable situation, but at
\\

ileast,uhoavh they did not know i%, they could stand On One
%thing; they were the only element of the ragimsent, which had
%succeeded in rsacﬁing their ebjaetivé{}n achadglé] and they had
iy /done more than their share toward assuring the link-up of the
s Omaha Beach and Utah Beach forggg) The Officer in command of

e
5 om e
J{ 4 WA R S WA B L GUANTS Wt D b 5

this force was tha 3-3 cf the 3rd Battalion. The Battalion

Commander and the T®xecutive foicer;'ware killad immadiately

after landing.

OPBRATIONS O FIR3T AND 3ECOND BATTALIONS
TheFiret Battalion detachment , upon receiving orders from

Ragiment to assume the original mission of the Second Battal-

RIEEI I T

ion and seocure Bxit #1, departed from Culovilles for Pouppeville
and Bxit #l. The Battalion Detachment was gons all day, oon-

taot ocould not be maintained with Regiment. It raached ®xit

(55 P SHES R

#1, aftor sevsral ekirmieshes, but found thet the town of Pouppe-

vilie Lad basn sgcured. The Pirst Hattalion deiscbuméiut 73«
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tha 4th Division troops from tha

[ 2

beﬁ movad back

s A g . ’
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during D-Day, wera assemblad tactioally at Culoville before

darks.

tactad,

nor sny word recaivaed by Regliment.,

At this time the Third Battalion hsd not besn con=-

At 2000 hours D-Day, the Reglmantal Commander recelived

orders £from Division, to gather all available foroces and pro-

[fodhe sooth]

Lop#bt
Jouth/£lank ©

d

s

South:) to

pfotact ths

L

forces advanoing from Carﬂﬁtana (12)

" géed at dawn the Torlowing mormimg{BFi-{7-Junel, it [t

tha

o . tha . ..

Corps from enemy

That night {6~ June} the ordsr for tha movement was ‘issued

by Regiment.

(Df1) (7-June).

The movement was t0 get under way at 0430 hours

The strength of the Regiment ready for the

day's operation, jnoluded about 225 men from Filrst Batialion.

300 men from Second Battaliom, a platoon of AT Guns,

about 40

men from the 82nd Division and men from various other units

to pumbgr sbout 100. The 401st

3lider Infantry Battalion,

which had coma off the Beach that afternoon was attached to

the 506 Regiment for the operation.

The 401lst Glider Infantry

Battalion was to Dae the leading element in this advanoe through

vigerville to 3t. Come Bu Mont.

The next morning (Df 1,

7 Juane)

the 401st Glider Battalion falled to keep its appointment on

time and the Regiment moved out with the

lead 1ng elemen“ . £‘,le . 3””, w

\! [bc an ‘h bvz artownd The gotecs

aonocealment of movement. (13)

T

7,
wz9 forced tOo movae On & broad front throush the flelds., '%w

.uw,.n:ﬁ

Q900 hours, Pirst Battalion heu renuhad ?zcrvillis

e 8 Aphiien ot S g L F s

[Fmﬁ B ¢le ,epe.J ofr]
Almost from the momont ﬁhis element started

snipers beoame very aotive, usling the pumerous hedgerows for

TPhe column was slowed down and

Getormized ”mmay runiﬁtnnnq wga gasountared, but sfier

L

#drst Battalion,
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3t Come Du NISot. P ®Pirai Battalioen was ordared to sontinue
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Ju Mont. 4ngovills au Plaln was qaptura& about noon but T

g et

K D m——— o

farther advance was held up about X000 yards to tha 3outh-~

West,

Late in the afternoon {Df1} (7 Junal Regimental Hesd-
quarters and Headquarters Oompany.moved to a large house in
Angoville au Plain, and set up thea CP. Late that night, an

—aton

attack plan was issuad fe* the ‘next ‘day (Dfey (B'ﬁuﬁé) 4=V S,

:‘

G086 Regiment. nanama a combat taam for the sttacke The town

of Anooville au Plain was very small and all availabla puild- f@' o %

ings werse uaed tor supply, communivation, P¥ and Ald Sta-

W

“tionm purposes.ﬁ*
The Third Bsttalion of tha 501 Parachate Infantry Regi-
mont, with a strength of about Z8Q men was attached to the

r‘”" . . o
i 506 Reziment. The First Battalicn of tha 401lst Glider In-

[#ke : | |
2antry, and g avallable tanks of Company "D":; 70th Light Tank

Battalion, plua Battery "A", 81st A.T. Battalion, were salso

g#-’-l p3)
attached to the 506 Rewimant for the assaul The assault

il

against St. Come Du Mont was t0 take placs tha following morn-

1113 (D;Z) (B June)‘ fg‘fj Fad f’iu

T The atteck on 3t., Come Du Mont was launched at dawn (Df2)
é’“‘yj [h‘d" and 5\‘:«._3] :
(8 June) an severs]@edgeroi}fighting took placae throughout
—-pnalf{lﬂ

the day. The town was taken and all raqistance eliminated by
2000 hours. The 506 Regiment was ordersd to bivouac in the
Fioinity 0of 3t Come Du Mont with strong pfotaating foroes ss8
far south as the maln bridge over the Douve Riverf‘ This bridgs

gz dedochment] OF
y&ratrcating Germans during tha oourse of the

ad been blown

day. By 2200 hoars, the 696 Resiment was oooupying the deo~

’:ennivu gactor trom Lewsquaanils slong the Douve River v %
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was ea8tablished with elements 0f the Third Batitalion. - :

On D pilus & (9 June) the Regiment was ocooupying the
defensive sactor, including the gusrding of the La Bourqueits
Locks, the Main Cauvseway over the inundated ares into Carentan,
and the general line of t{he Douve River from the Locks t0 a
point 2500 yards Northwest of St. Come Du Mont. The Sacdnd

"Battalion was given the left sscter, including. .the Looks, and
the Pirst Battalion, the right sector, ircluding the Céuaeway
and the town of St.VCOma Du Mont. |

Thg Third Battalion had returned tc the Regiment and was
in Regimant reserve north of 3t. Come Du Mont. During the
d&tense phaae, the-traepa.mere.ablehtg.nést :ppwﬁhquﬁipgy‘
time. The Regiment continued tha déf’n sive during D plus 3

and D plus 4, (15)

CARZNTAN

The original mission of the 1l0lst 4irborne Division did
not include the ocapture of Caremtan. The city 1s in & strong
posi tion with respact t0 ground énd attack, but is not on
commanding ground, and is open to observation from soross the
inundated area, hovaever 1t was strongly de:ended. The Dlvi-‘
sion was given the mission of seizing Carentan.(lé)

The situations Prior to the commitment of the Regiment
on ths night of D plus 6, thae 327 Glider Infantry end the 501

Parachute Infantry had made successful orossing of the bouve

#
4
4
]
3
e

River, east of Carentan, and were ready for a move against
and saround the oity toward the West. ‘The 602nd Parachute In-
fantry had attampsed for two days %o oross the Ususevay and

take ihe 0lty, but were Unable b GG 4% cwes wiik sErTUE@ RV-
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Srdars to mova through the 502 Parsocnute Regimant, and ad-
vance to the South of Carsnian and seize Hill #3080, locatad
wast of the c¢lty. The mission waas to hold ths high ground
and contact the enemy, while other units of the Division
sivacxad Carentan from the Wast. At dawn thae Regiment was
to attack Carentan from the Wast and contact the forces at-
Mtacygpb from the,Wastg (lz4wwwwwwmﬁmmWMWMWWWWwWW@WWWwWWWWWWW
Thae Pirst and Jacond Batialions mbqu during darkness
and wvent into position Has« avd Southwest»of Carantan without
~opposition. The Third Battalion remained North of 3t Come du
Mont in Divislon Reserve. Aftar the First and Sscond Battal-
lons were safely across, Regimental Headquarters Company ¢ross-
ed the Causaway and attempted to gat into elther the Pirst or
3ac00nd Battalion Area. This group had difficuliy in that they
were unabls to locate the position of either’éaftaiion. The
vkg Command Group halted, sat up their radios and contactad tha
g} Battalions. At this time it was getting daylight and the anemy
%g_ commencad firing at the'grd&p from g2l1l sides. The First Battal-
g? ’ ion was ordered by radio to cross behind Regimental Headquartars
f Company to relievas the pressure. The Battalion was guidad to
Qf ~ tha corruvct place by the sound of enamy fire. Later orienta~

tion showed that Regimental Headquarters Company had set up

its CP Jjust outside Carsntan and between the Flrst and Second

Battalions., f
At dawn, (Df6) (12-Junae), the Sacond Battalion launched %
the attack toward Carentan from their position west of the olty. §
This Battalion mat units of the 401st 3lider Infantry Battalion g
in Qarantan, ae contact wae made tho (ormaus wade u vigorous %
| - o :

attack on the rear and flank of the Saoond anvulion. Sue T A
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city nad baan aubatentially sloared o2 gasmy. All Glomenis
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r a)ed ! N

wasg 3et up aouthwast of the city. TK%ABOS Ragimant reorgan- }
. I

1zed =znd procesadsd to the west and southwast, along the maein !
i

roads %l thin 1ts 3ector. ‘?sry 8tiff resistanc: was enuoantarﬁ

.

+8d, and savsre fighting ansued throughout ths day. Lossss im
. [&» r/»;fef;tnm«ww’r"f"“d“"k”‘twl
éthe[?irat ané]Second Battallionk/ of the 506 Regiment waerae high.l

fh countarattack by the Garmans about 1800 hours, forced them

ito wi thdraw soma diatanoe? The Third Battalion which had been
w2

o e e e o A e s st 4

- huiﬁ HOrth of the Dove in Division resarve, was releasad to

L [so0b]

gthefﬁegimanﬂ as of 2200 hours, and joinaed its parsant unit im- /

mediately. (18) | | -

N Rarly in the morning (D#7* (13 June) ths attack was re-
féo-ih the $0/31] [CommithinG Them Reschoe Rny)

A

}samed by tha 506 Regiment, and thae resarve Battalion was com=
! 2
;m*t*cda The 506 Reglment was again struck by a heavy enemy

} oountersattack, and forcad back to within 500 yards of the waest

/
i

gdga o0f the oity.“ The Ragimant was reinforced at this tims

i
‘ - . e
. by units of the Division; this haltod the counterattack and
§ ™
! anablad the 506 Reginent to regain some of 1ts lost ground:
% S0éwas
% The[?aginent was rallevad an:)withdrawn to Division resarve,
!
i 1n the vicinity of Bassin a Flot. (19)
! -

The following day (D£8) (14 June) the 506 Regimaent was

¢

' ordared to prapare a st: ong resaerve defensivae position Just
é wast and southwest of Carentan, and spsant the day organizing
" \

this positlon% On D#9 and D¢10, the defensive positions wers

2 8trongthened and an anti-tank mine belt was plaosd in front

f of the Regimental 3ector. ;

a On DF15 (21 Jung) the 506 Regiment relieved the 501 :

Regiment on the Main Line of Resistance, 2 miles southwast :

g . :

(18) 4-2 p.#; {19) 4-2 p.d/ | :
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11 038 24 {sgv June;, when the Ragiment was movea into the
tactical bivouao position, génerally wast of 3¢t. 3auvsur dg
Vicomte, {20}

On 29 June, the Bagimént BOY3d wiih Divigion to a

bivouao arsg &pproximately 5 mlles south of Charbourg. fThe

8ula north of an 6ast-wast ling through Mounte Bourz. The 506 S

Wﬁﬁglmﬁnjmﬁasmiamp@a@TV@W&H?iﬁg“fﬁf§“fime; butmdﬁ;“ggfggiion
vas motorizad sng alarted to move on short notice against an
‘9nemy thrust in any paft of the araa,

‘”On D32, the 506 Rezlimant was relieved and ogn D35 load-
8d into L3T'g and returned to the Unitegd Kingdom td be re-

8quippad, receive Teplacements, and train ang Prepare for

another mission., (21) | | E B

ARALY3IS anp CRITICIS3M

In recalling the events leading o t0 thig operation, it
1s my opinion thgat the mission assigned %as a good one for
Parachuts troous, and was witnip the capabllitiss of the Reg-
iment, Assignments to the Rogiment, of‘Enlisted men and Offi-
cars, ware madag undar highly 8alective s tandards, deaigned to
880ure men with maximam physioal %apabilitiss ang the proper
mantal attitude. 9Phig hizh standard wegs mailatained during the
‘raining pariod, prior to this opsration.

Physically, the troops were in excellent condition. ©This

j
g
g
i
4
&
;

fact agsumad particular impor tance during the firat thrae days

0f the invasion, when Oftticers and men found little time to

slsap or rest.

The faot that usitas wo pe operating with only a freotion of

(20) 4-2 p,9; (21)
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ing. The 4ilscrganization nsnusad by the faulty drop disrupted

the carsfully de plans,; slthough the missions of the Regiment

2
©

wara auccesssfully completeds Thsre iz s guastion as to whetder

thae faulty drop caused mors disorganizaticn among the enemy

forces, than ocould hava bean cresatcd had the drop taken place

ascoording to plan. T
The principie organizational weaknsss of the Regiment wes

" the" lgtk-of-a-third rifla. squad in the rifle platoon. The au-

thortzed T/0 sirengih of a rifle company in a Parachute Ragimen;

wag 121 men. With a unit¢ of this size all men are essentisl in . | ;

an operation. | o ” ) - :
Muéh credit 1s due the Officers and men of this Regiment

for the suqcessf@i_achmp;iqhﬁegt of the missions assigned.

The'strength of the units were only a fraotiohuﬁfm£h§ oré;n1¥”

zations anticipated strength; genérally spsaking, the equip~-

ment and weapbns‘ofmﬁhe Regiment proved to ba sultable.

Po sum up this oparation: The units of the Regiment eithsr
completed the assigned missions,; or upon arriving af the desig-~
nated objactive found that the objective was in frlendly hands.
For sustained aotion‘a Parachuta unit should have personnsl
roeplacements and additional heav§ vehicles and equipment pro-

vidade.

LESSONS
Some of the lessons omphasized‘by this operstion ara,
) Pl@ns tor Airborns missions must be thorough and de-
tails given to allAparticipants as the possibility of a split
oommand ie highly probable.,

2y Alternave missione shuuld be planned Lor each unit,

.. .a»fA units should be thoroughly femillier with them.
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4. In a defensive position.
(a) Reliaeaf should be made man for mane.

{b} Complets intormation of slituation passsad from men

and Officers to0 his relief bafore he leavaes posi- é
tion. | S t;
e G 0atlon HESE Be 0omplete.

6. Accurate and continuous obssrvation and patrolling is i
agsential 30 that your filraes willl e effectlvs against sugmy |
cohoeﬁtrations,'and to secure information essential for suocoss~
ful attack plans.
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