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T':-::~ OP""?,11.~IO~~~ OF 1ST ?-t-T~LIO!T, 417T:1 I:T':?J~I:.~'l:P.Y 

( 761'"' I'T-,Mi~Y 'l!VI~IO:) E 'E'F ');-;cSSP'G CF "'7 SKI]2 ''H'?R 
1\YD "'-Tr/V}i .. -~G-ti:.·!~T T·1.t"' SP'GFRIED LI~<'"P, "P,~frJYRX .. ~-:;H, 

L "]Y.Tr-~P.O'C'?Q-, 1-15 ~BFiJT~!{"( 1945 
(R:·:TIJELfti':D CA~;Tl.IGX) 

(PerEoMl Bxperiences of' The Division 0ommander • s !.'.ide-de -<::~mp) 

The hastily dug end l~ter comfortably impr-oved foxholes were ~ luxury 

tc the men of the 76th Ini'antry Division after the long ride in slow trains 

end open tru-~ks through snow ~overed hills end the ice glazed roads of 

France, Pelgiurn Pnd Luxembourg. The blanket of snow, marred in spots by 

smell merkers denoting the pmrence of mine fields, trees notched and pre-

pered for demolition, and lines of berbed v1ire strung wit~. boobi:,l! trr,ps 
I 

e~l helped imprees e new division with the irr.portE.nce of its sector. It 

wes here in th~ eest~rn section of Luxembourg that the left wing of von 

Rundstedt's drive hit end bounced. Now the once invincible Germen ermie~ 

were feAt ooi ng def:.royt'lil to the nortl'; ~nd we~t v."lere t'Jey he.d bAllooned 

in the ~rive toVJPrd our vitel Pupplie~ in I.iege end ~nt"V'Jer:p. 

Cn 26 .T8nupry 1945 the 76th Inf~ntry 'Jivision tegr-n tc rel iAve the 

S?tb Infen-try Division rlong its ,"-ector cf' the Tnird ~rmy fr·ont, Ttis re-

li;ef -.·wE: cor.plete0. :·1hen the last 155 !"'l.'!t howitzer of the 364tb "t:'l~ Brtte,lion 

W8$ irr'"QlPcecl Pt r>bmJt 1000 hourr:. en 27 Je\nUrlj~. (l)(The re_pid ctwnges in 

the eituo•tion on tLe Ulicd frcnt hed ceused the 76tt Division to be r;oved 

fron: southr~rn EnglBl'!d to FrPnce vJhere it wer: ~s.signEC: to Fifteentt _t.rrey. 

Fron ~ii'teenth ._trmy it wes cc.stcreC. to ':r.!:::.rd 1~rmy a_nd .,.II1I ·:jorp~ reAerve 

rnd rwved 'tc the vicini tJ.' of Ghr __ ;~plon, '?elgiu._-:-... } Ct-her ct1Pnges in thP r.nny 

the 70tt. DiviEion to be m:12igned to YII 0orps, Third f>nny and 

GTP.lld. Dutchy G:f' Luxerc"bourg to re~ir-:·:Te t1-te 87th Division, f'll 
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iece2 --::·f cloth f: toe:~ t!.e:ir ov;ne-rp, l.r. good rtP-r.d. ·et 

ir::::provif'-E'd foot rse .. 'r kept the fAet ;.·nrn:, d~J rllJ' well-ventil.r·ted r:.r.~-d -,ri:-

--. 
F.-:!_trol3 "-"ere crgPr.izerJ .Em(l the :~ld lecso;l.f:, T,,Jell leer.ned in trpjning, 

r.:oon begf.;r, to p:r.:y divid.ends. ~no':. c~:mcufle~e ~ui ts vJere improvise-3 from 

sheet£ e ?Jd other F.Je tel":\.e.l s 8Vrdl P ble rnd t:r~ s qur<U leederE- (lnd plEtoon le ,~ d­

ers OCgr:n fer tte firr-t ti~·-e to lcod t:!""H?.ir men i.n Hction. 

'Jhile tte rr:en of th~ bflttAlio:n. -.. -Ie::·e ~ett'i.~ rettled ot:rer~ in the div­

ision ''·?Are elc-o busily engeged. 38_ggege End ~/B equipme:rlt be-gFn tc c~tch up .. 

The necessitiAs of CFir,prd.?n t_;_,e:-e boin,~ lJrought into posi.tion. DiviPicn t~ .. ~t 

( 5 ) r·e r;; cntJl e A!_)€ I' ie nee • 
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rercy. (6) 

e.n 8.ttecker the.re V·JfE the di~s.·Jv1]ntr-;~e of ~n·otf! corriCtors formed by riv~rs 

flov;ing gerJArelly to thA scutt into the UoEelle. Fo~d net" were poor or non-

exiet~_nt P.r.:.d the terrPin in between Wf•E: rr.lf:•dA up of 1Jroken hills f':nd rflvines. 

\ 
The damp, cold l"etrurr-.r devmln?, ~de it even rr.ore mieer,,ble. (?) 

'B:ven i::. the Pbsence of crder~ every mPn from tl~e ~Jener~l on down k:r..ew -, 
tl".r·t those mrPsive fortificFtions were .going to hr:ve to be 9meshed ~nd ~Jur.hed. 

be':J.ind wl:en the ~~meric~n~ drove into the Gern:.En hoP¥~:1:1nd. It WAS not going 

to bA ee EY but it could 1:e done , 

' "' ' ' 
'!':PCh !Mn hHd 011t-Sml'rted,, out-flenke1, end OUt-mPneuvered S imil~r pill--

boxes in the fortifi~d rree of GeKp ;;'icGoy, -:-isconl'in. Tbis ti."'e there would 

be enemy in~ide them but,there vro11ld be supporting fires to close the err.-

lore tor]C8dos to remove wire Pnd ~nti )C8rsoJL'1el nines p,nd the srr.ell e,rms 

fire of their buddie~. The e,e supporte in the he.nds of • determined }lJnericen 

soldier couln. lict: ~ny pill tox. T'ne men of the let Be.ttelion, 4l7th Inf-

~.ntry v.rer~ those d.eterm:tned men. Cnce ~echt::1nicE1, clerks, 1;:::\•ryers, busines~ 

:::en. "fPrmers, now Pll r:olclie!"~ of' tl'£ 76th InfAntry Divitd on and here to do 

e job. (8) 

'I'be 4th Infentry Division on the left of the 76th WPS re:CievP-d by ele­

··. ,\~rv 
mente of tLe 80th Inf~ntry Division l'ih<1\ side-dipped south. (9) Rumors es 

to whet GenerAl Ffitton VJ?.E going to do next buzzed :..ike sumr.1er insects from 

pFtrols on the river line beck to diVi8ion CP. Every man knew thflt the 

(6) Persone.l experience; (7) &-2, p. 9; (8) PersonAl experience; (9) ~~-3, 
P• 304. 
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·l'f~ r-~~. ,_:~ 1 ,...-.. ·lJ. ·.-,~ :~ .. T'P~~· .• -~"!,..,::. ,....,,.., ·t·l---p -.·,.v ..... ~""t' ~n (.l.- 2'1 
-~.._- ---- -·- . . - <' _ • •- - .... a ·: .... .'.- • . .1. .... w • 

(\ r;tf'r-~ ~nd ""tl·irer·, Y~nk rr.c . .\,~F'7inf:!s, oJr-nd:r, e:igr·rettes, [O~Pt r~·.zor bJ..edeP. ~-nd / ''\. 

~·Y roo forth. The ~peci,·l pprvice r:en -:J.el~vered u.e nF•''''' cf tbe •.;crld. end little 

rll?c~S~:-:?i~i?f ~nd .!~'Y:V ger luxurieB th:::·t were r-rvfdlr:t:le to the .~::.:eric~n soldier. 

r~ ttP:r rtill they trow~ht ne.wE' from budaieP i.n ottF:r ur:it~ ~nd c~r.ried bitE 

i of p;ordp ~il":e Pn old m~id. rt P teP ;.crty. (13) 

Cn 2-'1 Febrm1cy 1945 the let DBttelicn, 41 ?th Infentry squeezed. to the 

Jf~ riq'c,t into-"or,e irr->rediFte vicinity of ':chternec!", vnd the veteren 5th InfBntry 

) 1""' Jividen move~ in t£twerr. the 4l?th end tl~e BOth Jividen. (14) ':'he men 

yt' 
~oulr. herdl~l be contei.ned. Tr:.is -.·Jhrt tLey hed teen waiting ~or. 

In t.l:J.e ·sords of one r.-q,J<:-d leFd.er it looked like tt~ 76th ~~~f:s goine to h5_ve 

to show evR::-ybody ~low to P1'-t P_crcsp t'hF~t river. 

(11) (12) Fer~cn~l experience; (F) ;i-1, P• 66; 
~ 
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1st J:f·t-

f'ire frv:: 

'"rhe lSOth ~ngin~erF! 812o hL1 :i'orty r;:p:-:-1Jlt boPts in t~.e for-

r~6 lrt '9ntt~lion 

(19) \-l, f'• 74; (20) ".ye 'xitness; (21) ~-1' p. 75. 
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~~ ,_111~e directed to leed the etteck, cross the .Seuer, neutralize only those pill 

~ fJ _,... boxes in its zone, and secure the high ground overlccking the crosdng site. 

r!.-. Wt,~ The 2nd BettPlion v1Ps to cle,•r the pill boxe~ on the right, fl~nking the 

~ , crags ing site ~nd occupy the high ground to the ecst. The 3rd '3attelion, 

~ 
following the 2nd wAs to pese between the lst l'nd 2nd on Regimental order ~~ 

!.liP- ....... end sieze the "1._..,f!.r 
tt~J.~ ......... 

high p-,round ,,•eet of !lenningen. (22) (See Map B) ·/ 

-::;-:+e~1. r' ,... ,. tt .._,}< 

.... ~. l t- ....... 
r:rhere y;ere very f'Aw (~U!?·~tionn esked. Th.P . .se ler-;ders, fevJ of whom hed 

been in comhet hefore, Ji:new they were on the spot end bed ~ big joh to do. 
' 

1?v€'.ry IYJPU ~nev; thAt he WPf1 being wetched 'by everyone from tte s:upreme Com-

mPnder down to his fri0nd on the ri,-,ht end left. l'Aking the crossing to 

the west werA two ve ters n divisions, the 5th and 80th, 3oth these divisions 

hPd cror.~ed rivPrs befoi'e, meybe not like tbis one but they :hPd succesE:fully 

rr.Pde eRsAul t crossings eg~inst the Gerrnen defender. Here WFF e psychologicel 

fQ_~tor. /' .. nev: unit v-;F.s being e;iven P chence to prove they hed the courage, 

stemine, Pnd know-bow by pulling their pr;rt of tr,e loed in P Corps end en 

~-rmy thPt tt-e whole v:orld l:ne-w for ee;r;re,(:·sive Fnd hrillient 8ttficks. It WAs 

with t:hif:. in mincl th~t the officer:;: returned tc their u...'1its l"'!nd set the 

whe-el~ in motion to cerry out the pl8n. 

:!few if eny of the rr:~.en rlept IJJ_ucr, tbe night of 5-6 Fet.rur.ry. EPcl: tnll::ed 

ovEr the coming a>_>eretion >Jith his buddie~. The old teems thet hed treined 

to.~ethe!· 'Net·e being given 8 little .skull :pr·pcti.=:e Cy their le~Oer.s. TILe 

\ 
tr1:incd to2!:sther. Y'"ost of the no.n-com.'".1i£::sicned c:'fi'Zerto hPd been "'.'.!i-th the 

diviPi:Jn ~nd Pl thm.1gt t.f1e rrLPny cec'lres f\nd replsce.mentf', hF.d deci.m~ted the 

rpr;ks of i:cfcntry~en the n2:vJ ~n v11:-.o crmE to tPke t.b~ir -~_;lece hed been VJi th 

the unit lon~?: Pnou[Sh to becoir€ frmi~~i~r hith the tPcticr. teugi::..t from tho 

b.!'Jsic fif'l..d. rr,pn1;.r::lE" in the trna.o of exper"ienced ncn carts. 

The or,:PrPticn bcr;int:.ing on the :'ollm-.,ing night :·:ould embre.c£ three sep-

(22) ~?er::·cnPl ex·perience. 
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rrrte rnd difl'icllit oper·otion~. Iiiret .e nieJJt rtte.ck. TC,e ability of 

Equed And plrotoon lee1.Je!'e- wotLd b'? :put to the 8Cid test to !"ave their r1en 

in too dPrk of tr.e niD')'t Pnd meintrin control, muf!'le Rll noise Pnd prevent 

t.l:!_e enemy from tno~};ing thet f'UY unus:1.wl move.ment wr-s tEking ;_"JlPce. Eact 

leF.Oer 1.:ondereC hov>J he vJould re:~;·et undsr :1:'irt Pnd whet'cer cr net his men 

wculd follow biE corr.rrcPnds :"nd Ptend tt_eir ground when t'f:le;r e!lcount~red for 

the first tirrtl the terrific fire of ~11 types of v;~PJ.Ions thc·t they knew 1•;ould 

greet them Pf! roon ff! the.ir pre,sence Wf-S detecteC. by tJ1e Oefen(J_ers in the 

coierr.frisd li.!"l.e. ,~ny rcoveroont et te~t i~ difficult 8.t nig'c.t over unft::mili~r 

Thie ?dVPnce ·would le.Fd d.ow:n. nPrrow, ruhble-strmvn street:: of the 

"'cht•Tnech, crmlizit•g ell rction end Allowine little or nc freedom 

of rrEn~\rrer, i~ the~r prerence wrs detected ~nd the famous BE'e)m.crterf::..;t>nd 

~rtillery hesFn to deFcPnd. 

If everything 1:yent well P:':ld the troops v1ere eble to re~ct tile b~ntf! of 

the river v;itho~lt detection there v,f'R 8 b~rricE1_de of rPilrop1l ties ,..long 

t!J.e rR ilrord ~lrT'o~t to the VjE tere edee. The next big prolJlem vrou:Ld be the 

~ror~i~g cf' A flood craze~ rivr~ fillP-d to overflowing v~i th the icy Viater 

of tt.e melting tnov:. Of thP forty e~PAlll t boPts the l60th Engineers would 

hr·ve in Echtsrn~cb Cor.;.pc;ny 1 wrs 8.~:.:'igned sixteen Pnd ~omp~ny :a sixteen, 

Corq_l~r:y r) VJ01)_ld ure the remPininr; eig:b_t 1'or the fir.st weve and the reffif'inder 

of !Jompeny C, :1P t;tFll ion !:e f"-C.q_urrte rs group end 0o~pe.ny !) v;ould t.A.C-e the boE ts 

th,-t returned to r,et rcro~s. (23) l'Ac1o corr.].JP,ny orget'cized bo~t te~ms of 

tv1elve to t'ixteen men. ~rch mnn ,;ns briefed l"f. to the terrnin on the oppc,c-ite 

side of tl'.e rivcor, poeriblE' looPtion of mine fi6lds Plld knovm pill boxes. 

The rr:en were strippPd c:' extre, equiprent, ex8mined for rflttling equipme-nt 

PnO_ generJ:~lly r:tripped for fiction. Ho mother \.\1F~A ever r:ore cF~reful in pre-

plAtoon lePt:PrS T'·.'ere in getting their r-Bn re~dy fa!" the opere.tion. ~·~crmel 

(23) ,\-l, ,. 76. 
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r:ver f'ront. 1{ol'LE.rs, ~<::tille:-y, rr..E·cl.:inc gun.C", 20 rm ~!1-ti f_ir·cr,.ft guns r-.nd 

:.~t thir: tirre tl1e enemy fire w~s not. directed et the leunchin.g P ite. !:bout 

keep strel-:~1t, tht:3 little flotilln rJ~s cs.~J.ght und.er t~~e ~nemy' s l'le.reP. In 

(25) /'.-1, P• 78; (27) IC,reonel 1mowleae:e. 
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-r:.:!:'o,':'J~-~iGe tc the current E·!')J. 1~-;e~ B·;,'e:pt d.m"Jn r:-t:-erm c:r r.:-unk ~-m~~cr t';.:.e s.hift­

ing =:..::Jr,C. l."en s:"Jille-3 into the icy irJPtern. ~...:te good swimrr_erfl struck out for 

the eOOJTI'!j shore d.P.tP!'r"5.ned to rf:'PCh their (';0~1. Cther~ pFU£EH'J. to 1~elp their 

buddie.r ~·?:'"i.O ~f.1E>re le2s expert s;;vi.t.'ners or hsd bPen ":.'·!OllLded by fi:-r: c:r" rtv.nn~G. 

by tbe swirlinc: tor,ts Pnd flo:till?, d~Lris. To en observer w2>tc~.ing the. c_ction 

it f'!f-~med i.mpo!?::o).ble thPt r,_nyone. cculO De ~-'.live cut tl:f.re. } fF.'N of the 

boetn r:rd.e :r~ :f?r· st-ore Pnd otbe.rs were s-~'Je:pt in~o tl1P :frr st:ore VIbP:?:'e they 

v-:ere lost :f:ror. vif' 1.-·,· ty ~ tenC i1: the river. (28} 

fl,e thA fen·; re~p,ining ":JoPts :!'er:ched ~-he fr.:r PtorP t:he infsntrymen hr>stily 

nnlc~di3C en C. left th~ tlrrfcrtune,tp A nginee:rs to Pttew_pt to pf>ddle bEtck. Fnou.r)l 

Cf:.nnot l;e P-!'id _f'cr the r~ri1-r. detErmin~tion £nd gellrntry of t~1e.:c.e enginfex·s 

who r<tempted tc rc-:-;::•.in the fri.f:t:d~y shore ~_, __ Jit1:.. their boPts in order to tEke 

DO!'e troopR Bcrof't:.. f)or~:c:- cf thes9 ~cBts did_ ,yt ~e.ck 2nd C_ue to the suyerior 

dicci:uline oi' the men end excellent leP_dership of th£, of.['iQel'~ Pnd non-com­

lllif'sionE:'C. officers t:ore tracys jUDJP.d off into the fire in ~n effort to reAch 

their unit9 PnG :f.'riendt vrh,~m tt...ey knew vmuld be :-~eding tte~r_ on thE: frr side. 

Cn the 13TI8.T.Y sl-lorP, men l.•Jb.o hrd. l-ee!l r:wept Clown st:;>Pnm 'but hr:-.1 :regr:ine-d 

t~ Fbor~ lJflfjP::J. to vmrl-::: their wr:y u_p to the pre-a:rrnnged 2f·S~!'!"!bly B re~. 

_n;.!OPt PP r> illPt;;net d!'~V~A metPl fllingr. they cr:~ hy twop, Pnd thress encl en 

occ:'='!sion~l ~j_ngle m~n P.ppl?~TAd frr-:l 011t cf the night. It 'IJJf'.s not so d.Prk ~ow. 

"crof:s the river in Ecf,;,terTI!'cl:: t~e Ge~c:t::t~!l ~rtillery !~~d f!et some ::.ires, lic<;ht­

ing the Jpunc!:"J.ing site, 0nd the flFsheB of bu.rsting ~<J.ells seemed to light up 

thA p::-e~. The rAoi•gr,nizEtion begr-n to t?Y:'e sbPpe r-"n:l r: q_uic}:: -..J€8~ count s.hovred 

Con!11r'ny ,. ~·-iith fifty-r.ix ~nlist-::-Ct r1e:·:1 Pr..cl tllree of:'ice:t'R ~nc :JompPny I' with 

(28) Fe,·sonPl expe:rience. 
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vmundr:;d rnd rerr?_ine.d unccm~.'lPinin~ tn tbe CfTF of P medic et thA b~re of the 

hill, r;omppnies ~- :o,no :s fell into r: rr g2:e0 colurnn r;nd Det;Pn their move to-

W!'l'(~_ th~ir obj~ctive \'Jf:ich eee-IT'..ed to rise Et ir.~.po8sible .hei~hts 13.bove their 

he~_ds. Luck VIES vli t.b. thef.E- a.om:prnie~; F s ttey ~:~f',sed through e r-~ePvily rr.1ned 

r>ree without ::= CP~urlty. :"';om:pRny :2 mcve:l to the left pnd reduced. severel pill 

boxes, ~-long the esc2rprent, thRt rJere firing blindly Pnd ineffectiv£,l.y into 

hi~b 1:n@')e ~ire RtArted strPig!'lt u:9 tl~e escer;ment drPg~ing tbemse.lveR up on -
t~eir hnnO.s ~ nd Y..nee~. Tl:)f:Y ccncentr.?ted en findir:g the t!'?_ils usec'l Oy the 

~cro~~ the river ~nd. thP turRting shel.lA t~ey ~le·wed their V-lf':Y UJ? throup;h 

t~.e t;--_ick mud, clt1tchin~ ":'c~ks Pnd shrubs 8~ t:Jey "'.1-~nt. (29) 

ho(!_ 'tegtl.n to pOlJ.!l~ the ~rer1, The ground shook end e-ven the WPt~r in tbe 

river see rood to ~los~ end coil Pll tlle more, The 90lst F~ B~ttelion Alone 

fir<ed 2,214 :-o1md.s. (30) Due to the lir;ht from the burnin'S fires •n<l. the 

fl8rec the ~neo_rrzy- ~ent up it w~s inpof!~d."hle fo:r the rAmeinder of 0omp~ny C, 

'8rttrlion HeedqnPrters Group ~nd Comp"ny D to crces. So;rewhe!'~ to the north-

west the 5th end 80th Divi~icns were ~l~o en9.;f'>geC. in trying to erose in their 

se.ctors. .~s dey light beg~_,n to tur1: the ~cene a dirty -wet grey, 0ol:lpPny 0 less 

its wePpons rl~toon m ..... n?ged to goet !'!cross in the remF>ininr; bo~ts under O.i.rect 

observPtion ~nd intPnse enemy fire. Also TJ~i th the coming 1 i~)lt 8ompPny D of 

the 0lst Gher:;icel J.·1ortPr BettPlion from podtionP ~t Ec:hterMch tried un-

successfully to ~moke the shore but th''' switching windE. mede ~. smoke ecreen 

impoP~i'hle to rneintPin. Up streAm" f'ew hundred y~rds the 8lst Ghemicel 'Com-

p•ny (SG) bEd ~ pl"toon of ~.make generetors end were me.kins, ·min effort in 

f"ce of the enetcy to screen the cperetion from direct observetion. In the 

fece of the enercy, with vAry little urotection from the smoke, elements of the 

(29) ~-1, p. 78; (30) ~-1, P• 78. 
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l60th Engineers tried unnuccessfull:r to construct p foot Crid.f~,e. The 

sweeping CUl'rent ~neppeC. the first two crbles t!l~t were wrestl~il ?crots the 

river. On tbe third £:tten;.:ot the one rem~ining boflt in the oreE WPE sunk 

v:hile e.ttenpting to get Another CP.hle across. Und?unt'Od the rr.en bec;"n con-

structicn of the foot bridge p"rellel to the s\oore wi tlc the idee of ewinging 

thF up:per· end r:croE:"P. the r).ver on the cur!"ent. This bridge wP f: e.l.rnost in 

place 1-vilen the ~enter s~gged. ~nd the hoper:. went out of tt.B men es their '~_-,ridge 

wti0h hPd elrerdy cost the lives of meny of their comredes we:tt down the x·ive1· 

in f' ~l~_shing, tv:i~ t i:ng ll!tlZe. (31) 

/dlvP"ncin.g ~t:,~inst hec.vy resistPnce from entrenched men, mort?r fire nnd 

:pill boxes 'Jomp,ny B wrs still working its wey u:p e sm~ll drew through the 

ePrly morning :niRt end rFin towPrd its objective. Cn their rigr.t C:omrwny t. 

\. had su.ccePded in rer,ching the top of the- e~c~rpment f'nd except frOm being 

decc' tire!' frofl' pulling ~nd bnuling themselves band over h~nd up through the 

mud the mn four.d therr:selV'es in p rel~tive sefe ~osition on their objective • 

By 071008 bet'": ccn-1-~enies 1~1ere v;ell ~lue in on their ohje~tives flnd the feel-

inf! of success w~~~· running high. To the ri~ht StF~ff l":~ergeAnt John ·~hepherd 

hf1d (:~ther~d f' few men of '~UITi}'PllY 'j enCl. hi~ 01iill (~C!nT~llY 8 Bnd V-lES :protecting 

thP b~tt~lion l~ft f'l~nk. ()2) · Throup;tout the day tbe enney continued to 

Ehell thiP ten!7ciou:=. p,roup wl'lo ~jeld or. like P bull do~ vJith e_ grip on the 

!'louae bre~ker 's leg. Duriru>: the dey there were nine strong countera ttecks ell 

beaten off without lees of p;round. (33) 

,/,t PlJI;roximrtely 1555 hours the be~viest counteretteck hit. This atte.ck 

was mede up of e strong enemy force end ACcompe.nied by three tenks. In the 

words of ~gt. Gherle s 8mith, •P!i'c Lyle GorcorFm WPE the only bPzooka mPn 

with us st t':>e time. Sh~n the lef'd tenk turned eidew~y~ ~bout twenty ye.rde 

from ue, he let it h~ve two ble~ts. Sire broke out f'lld the tPnk went t~ck 

down the roed. I think the men inside burned to de?th." T"ne ~econd tPnk 

(")1) ~:re witnes~; (32) }.-1, p. 80; (33) Fersonel experience. 
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continued to come on firing its mPchine gun!". !,1ounted on this one were about 

f'even •'Jerropn soldiers. One of the men upon ~eeing it over run the fox hole 

of his buddy jumped out of hil'< :'lole end ch8reed the tenk with his piAtol. 

He wee immedi,tely l<Hled. This tP.nk however 'Jec8me stuck in the mud e_nd 

the riding inf,ntry ~c~ttered. l'efore the crew could est out 'lgt. Smith 

f'nd FF·c Doneld E. "Pll d~shed out nnd threw gren~.des in.~irle the turret. The 

crew r.·ere killed. The third tf\n.k wi tharew but only ~fter fourteen of the 

eccomppnying enemy hAd been killed. No ground w~s lost. (34) 

In the meantime in the town of Fchternech _meny ectivitie~. were under 

w~y. The engineers hPd brought up more boats. This time there were eight 

storm beets with firty-five horse power motors e.nd si:x esseult boats with 

twenty-two horsepower motors. The regimente.l comme.nder altered his plens 

..... ~_...&. 
Pnd decided to commit the 2nd Pe.ttelion to support the 1st Who were having 

such E> tough time end fPst running out of supplies. One of the storm bo~ts 

end four of the as~~ult bo~ts were lost se the engineers tried to prepare 

them for the new cro~sing. <At 2030 Compeny G started Mross under the en-

filsding fire from the vicinity of Echternecherbruck ~nd the mortar end ar-

tillery fire directed from the remaining pill boxes over looking the river. 

A bout midnight three pls toons of Company G e_nd e hePvy me. chine gun ple.toon 

from Com:tJ!>ny H had succeeded in reeching the fer shore. Again the boats 

were lost. Only one power boP.t rem~,ined operetionel. (35) 

Nowhere on the Corps front had the Corps engineers been successful in 

bridging the swollen stream. Four times during the night cables had been 

successrully strung across the stream to ~.nchor a bridge. Two of these were 

swept sway by boats end debris flooting down from above end the other two 

were snapped as men in the Mreening beets clutched Pt them in en effort to 

pull themselves Mross the river. Following the example of their comrades 

end determined to do just as well additional men of tllB 2nd_ ::::''ttalion attemp-

ted again to cross in eighteen MW boPts that hed just arrived. Twelve of 

(34) ~-1, P• 80; (35) \l-1, P• 81. 
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these crP:ft, each carrying :fifteen JT.en reeched the :fer ~bore, only one Cam! 

beck. (36) More boAts arrived At 0630 10nd the reulPinder of Cmopeny D and 

the lst Bettelion commend group pushed off. The bo~t containing the rr.orters 

of Company D WPf sunk Pnd the mort.,rs lost. J.n act of personel cour~ge by 

the Bt>tt~lion Commender ~t thi~ time helped inspire his men end encourege 

them to do their beet. The bo~>t in which Lt. Colonel 1\ette w~s riding cap­

sized a ~hort distance ~rom the 1eAr Phore. Colonel Mette did not return 

to the nePr shore but swem the one hundred or nore feet of swift cold water 

to be on the enemy shore with his =n. J:'eny other men seeinp; his exemple 

follov1ed suit. In the comperetive safety of' the escPrpment the Bettelion 

Commerrler organized the two bettel ions' scettered elements and bee;en his 

struggle up the muddY, prAcipitous Ull to reinforce his troops who were still 

holdina; out. ( ;;7) - ~ 

The belepgered troopP: v.rere sorely in need of eupplies. GPptPin Euston 

o. De en, 1cuni tions officer of the 417th Infentry reque cted permiesion to fly 

over ths erep end drop food, f'rtJ.tm.:_ni tion, e_nd medicpl supplies to the n~:Jn. 

The divi~ion cOJnrlflnder approved this request end the division Brtillery pilots 

volunteered to fly hirr: over. This sup:pl~r by eir VJFJs P new id.sP. in the regi-

roent And EE' the pBCkPge~ we:re mP1de up, the excited snpply officer decided to 

se:1C o7e~ the river on ~ f'ooC run ce.Ees of grepefrui t juice. ~Jeedless to SHY 

1 . 
::\ 

this 'WPR not e.:p?J:roved end tfie pACkFges were rr..Pd€' up of more nouri~hing l. te:rns • 
.4 w~,_,. , 
'(f" In ~dcitior blood pl~sn:l', bandagr·s rnd ~ :CGR 300 rndio v;ere success:f'ully 

dropued fro"' the LiPison OJl8nBS. (3E:) 

eolonel :tlbe!'t 'J. Li>?ber, Jr., _i)eputy Chief of ~trff of tte ~·~II ·:Jorps 

wrote: nT'.ne !"Ction o~ the 4l?th Inf?ntry, ?Gth DiviPion, VJ£~. rernPrl:pble. 

The ~een divisior~ ht'd jcj_ned the i'Jorne in Jp_nunry '='lld b:>~d gotten i tB bell 

CR.rtri'lge mnneuve!'E' in holding the def~n;e-ive f.ront ~long th~ lovJer c:nuer-

EoAelle. It vws neuessery to uce e rBgiment of ti:i0 nividon in t'::e 7 :Feb-

:r. s2; {37) Persond experiAtwe; (32) :c·ersonel Bxperience. 

19 



• • 
ruery Fttec1\ in order to obtPin thE.: drr,ircd den::"i ty Plong the ette_ck front, 

eo the 41'7th Infentry wee. ~tteched to the 5tb Divit,ion for the creccsing. ··1e 

estim,~ted thrt the best wey tc cl<"er t!:'.e Line in :'ront of the 76th Division 

wes to penetrete end teke it in reverse, sweeping from the v.'est to eaRt. 

Then cen:e the Atteclc end the 'green' 417tL found ~ w•y through e drew up t''le 

rrecipitous cpnycn w~lls ~G.d f€netrPted over 1,000 ye.rds - f~rtt~er thPn Pny 

of the bf!ltb:'llions of the experi~nced 5th (,nd BOth DivisionA ........ , •••• Months 

l~tert ·when I wrs G/S LXIII :Jorps, v;e -were still findin.e their bodies, re:1ged 

~?round the pill ~~o:r.:e~ they ct"pt~reC_, r>:nd freq_ucntl~r ~,,lith the offi:!er o::- FCO 

The foregoing e_ction r:s dPscribeO by Colonel Lie1:1er Wf'S pos~iDle bece_use 

of the good leedership, thorough treining, ~nd rigid discipline by which ~. 

unit gFin~ confieence in itself Pnd ePch mPn knows thet he ie in e good or-

' 
gBnizstion tl1et C?!l do thinfl:S :orope:I'ly. ~ton~. :_Mge of tne bBttle, the 

er.tire oettBl icn. ':'he BettPlion S-3 who hed been An instructor during tre.in-

ing iE ?tt?ck on pill t-OXPS ~;.'P.S v:it1: the. cor'·peny endeEvoring to induce it 

Tt.A DPttl'lion :,-3 r:sLced for volnntAerc among cen he kne~:; r:nd, Ffter- button-

ing up c neerby pill box with rn ... -;chiDB gu:l fire, he proceeded to stEge bGfore 

tte pill tox wit'' eight prisor,ers. This audecio,~s bit of leadership resulted 

in f' new spirit in the co~.pf4ny whic11 cvrried it to success. 

C:o fpr the ?auer riVf'r trd defe?ted ell ettempts by the ':orps engJneers 

to construct f1 brid~. T'ne C!or-.peny !';otnrrlew3.er of :Jompf·ny' 'J, 30lstEngineers. 

wl}cse men hf'd ,,·:or-ked rna. trP.ined with the 417th Infent:ry ·oegged pemif!'ricn 

to !lllow hi~ compeny to f'tte,r::pt to bridgs the ~treerr~ end TI'&CL their friends 

on the oppoFi te ~ide w'1o b~dly needed '<;ngineer support in fighting the pill 
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were 1:e ing g'J.~.rded rnO ~~rotectsC. by the. L>;.edic9 of Jompany C, 30lt:t }.~ec1icr:l 

?ettnlion. Cnly the :r:cst BC?riou~l~r wotJndeC. hr:d been returned. to this side. 

Ttis pe~mission w~f: grr.nted Pnd the compEtny set ebout thei:r ~ob. -,~-inch 

ceblef were rerr~oved from the 2i ton trucks in the arsa. )nchorB ·were im-

provi~sd fro!"'. ~cr~p t.--stel, two for r:Dcb boe.t. Dnder the prote;Jtion o1' tL.e 

~mcke, which WPS covering the cree et t};.i_s tirr.e due to t":le P(let.ing of the 

wind, t'c.e trid.ge be.gen tc teke form. Before tt~e fer chore hed been reeched 

hov1ever pr:.rte of ~ Si'Liler ~tructure being constructed up ~trepm reced do~:m 

~nd bro1:e it. The heevy Bnc}_ors end t1~e irrrprovised ceble :J_eld hov1ever and 

the following nigi"lt, 9-10 FebruPry Hftcr r.:ore than ten nours of hP.rd labor, 

the :first r:-c<m of the 4l?th Infentry rm>rched. ecroes the river. (41) 

~uprliPs begAn to roll ecross th~ river in r.umrere. These were dlli·Lped, 

protect<>d except from very Bccur,te high coele fire, in the dr~w leFding UI; 

to the .1st !:ett~lions pc~ition. It becarre SOP for ~very me_n corning forvTPrd, 

8enerel rnd soldier AliKe to cer!'7,r ~-;flter, fooG, c:r an1.'"":1nnition up the 2-lippery 

hill. GesuPlties ,Jould be evecueted to the aid Gtntion in 'l:chtcrn~ch end on 

to the rsr-r. 1'.'itL_ tl!.e f!upport of tl"Le rest of t:CtP regiment ~nd the f!upplies 

CoJr.in,~. in tbe lrJt :Sflttt;')lion contin-:.ted to e<.dvence s·:.:ringinr; ea~.t ~nd morping 

throur)~ t:te ~iegfried line from. the b2ck E'id.e. Thir~ pr~'E vwe e.:pprc_p.ri . .:·tely 

nick:1e.med ":-?.~t's neF't". li'igurf'::P n~tcwed P-n f:lVerF1ge o~ one pil.l bo:1: to ever.; 
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surprif'e 

cf 

l:".!..""'tts-r· 

~,n iu~inent of perscn.rl coor~ge en the "!"/Prt cf r:1 ler:der oecurrPd -=:.hen 

. \ 

In th~ cnE·.e cf LiF·it:on. plere Dup;1Yt c: bcttl~ ezcited eup:ply offic~r Qe-

ciCerl to S8~d over tr:e ri VF:l' en r: food :::1-1!1 CP:.se ~ cf' ccnned erepefrui t lc.ice. 

Th.e J'!:lf'n needed .food, r1..ot rPfref:!T.:E:·nt. ?.f)sides, rrE:}:)Pfruit juice 'i','culd not 

b~Ve b~9!l ,c-~J,J~tiz.in,z i1:1 freezin.g I'shru~·Ty 1.'·ief'ther, and ite grPEt Weight J;re-

fully to get tP~ !".r::ximum ~rvent~ge ft·cD'l. t:te limited spece ~.veilBble. 

~~f Th<·._ten to t'J:elverdlA 'V;' hour ~ur:rent of the flooded stre~m defePtBd 

(.;;r~ :!': Gorps Fngineer trcopc in. getting ~ foot uriar;e o"er A''rly in th.e. opera­

~!):' tion. 'C'he ceble "ncr•pP'\ end c.e'od" f.::-crn up<:tremn c~c"ried the bo£ts ewey. 

~he Engineer Cor::peny of th8 Divi~.ion "SnginE,ers ttrt :J.orrtf'lly :::upported this 

orgcntz~-~tion plec1 for Pn or1portunity_ to :plFce e. bridge ~cross. They i..rnpro-

viBed. e. crble by rAmoving tr_e ·winch CPbles ·:-rom 22 tor~ trucks r=nd ir:p:r-ovi~ed 
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suitf'ble Pnc1iorr:. tv;o :~:-er bort. r::1:r.ey Eet Ptcut v:itb grin'· dett?rt:tinrtio:l 

under ~eFvy ?JFctine gun Pnd rrtillery fire E'nd put e, bridge ncror[: for t:2eir 

b11C!dieP l)Ji tr whmn t~ey hF<d tr~ined. 

~o.ce of the l~ SEan~ 1~-erneC. in thi? o~~r·tion we)-e: 

.:t. t ·;vell tre.ined, vJell dif'ciplined, t-nC. well led outfit hPs dete.r­

nir.otiqn !'n:l confifience in it?.elf'. It cf1n rise to greP?t hei?;:btf:;. 

2. Even thoug.."l 1ETI 8reB for f1ttPck is lL-r:ited, tl-~e element of ::urpri£e 

cc>n te effec.tAd by ~ele8tj_ng tt'e pro;.er tin:.e for Bttr'lck Pnd by enfcr:!ing 

~ro~~r dif"cipl:i.ne. 

3· r.t cri~E-~ in bst---:le 1 officer~ n:u~t ~ssurr.e respon~ibility 2nd risks 

end mu::;t inspire t:J.e ir .men by ects of IJersonel couro:~e Hnd d.sring. 

4. I.ieison rl~nes were eff'ecti.ve in r'1eliverj_ng ll.mited supplies to 

isclPted nni ts before the fltl'eP_rr. wr-·s bridgF·a. :-:Towever, en nlert ~o.lTI!nander 

m.ust ~upervise !1nd check ell non c:cp operr-tions. 

5, ~Thanever possible, 1.mitc tl:lct norrr·Plly trein together Pnd know esch 

ot:her f!nO h~ve confiae nee in eP.ch. otbcr r;.hould support ench otber in be.ttle. 

It ie f"n ~;mericen cherRcteri:stic tc n~ver let (\_ buddy d.m•m. 

6. ~e E~_ction of tt..i-s b~ ttolion yrcv~d tl1Ft ITf:'n-m.r:de obf;t~clcs can be 

cvercome by 8 '::ell trein11c, ·:•ell dicciplined, well led ettPcker, 

?. Out~tandi.ng succeP~:: J.n the fir~t ~en~gernent V!i.th t~B ene~r proved 

our tpct icPl doctrine to b0 Bound Pnd our trf!inin.g mettodP. correct. 
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