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OPERATIONS OF COMPANY G, (REINFORCED) 6TH RANGER INFANTRY
BATTALION IN THE LIBERATION OF ALLIED PRISONERS OF WAR, AT
PANGATIAN PRISON, IN THE VICINITY OF CABANATUAN,
28 = 31 JANUARY 1945
' (LUZON CAMPAIGN)
(Personal observation by Headquarters Company Commander)

ORTENTATION

INTRODUCT TON

This monograph covers the operations of Company G, (Reinforced) 6th
Ranger Infantry Battalion, Sixth US Army in the liberation of 512 Allied
Frisoners of War, from the Japanese stockade, at PANGATIAN, in the
vicinity of cABANATUAN, 28 - 31 January 1915, during the LUZON Campaign.

To best undersiénd this operation, it is necessary for the reader to
beéome acquaihted with certain actions that had taken place earlier in the
LUZON Campaigne _

© 0n 9 January i9h5 elements of the US Sixth Army successfully effected
amphibious agsault landings in the LINGAYEN GULF area of the island of |
70N, Initial landings were made with the XIV and I Corps abreast, the
XIV Corps on the right. (See Map 4) (1)
(2) By 16 Januarj‘l9h5 8ixth Army had seized a beachhead almost 30 miles
deep at its deepest point and approximately 30 miles wide, The landings
and establishment of a base of operations constituted the compietion of
the first two'phases of a four fold mission. Other phases were: first,
to advance southward and seize the CENTRAL PIAIN ~ MANILA area; and
secondly, by subsequent operations to establish control of the entire
island. (3) _

The 6th Ranger Infantry Battalion, constituting a porﬁion of the
(1) A-1, p. 1

(2) 4-1, p. 21
(3) 4-1, p. 1



gixth Army reserve, landed on the beachhead unopposed on 10 January 1945.

A perimeter defense was immediately set up and further orders awalted.

(L)

THE CENERAL SITUATION

General Yamaghita, the Japanese Commander on LUZON, had deployed

~ his forces so as to offer only token resistance against elements of XIV
Corps. By 21 January 1945 the town of TARIAC in the CENTRAL PLAIN area
had been taken. Meanwhile, the I Corp had encountered considerable
opposition oﬁ the left flank. (See Map B)

Becaﬁse of énemy oppbsition in the I.Co:p area, which constituted o
threat to the newly won beachhead, the capture of MANIIA, prior to the
advent of the rainy season, was imperative., (5) With the capture of the
- CLARK FIELD area and the arrival of.fresh troops on the island, the
drive for MANIIA éras intensified and entry into the city soon became
imminent., |

Although the battle of MANIIA later proved to be a bitter conflict,
it was an exception teo the apparent Japanese strateg& of defending in
mountainous aréas; (6) This fact is significant to the reader, because
the location of PANGATIAN prison was in the flat lands of the CENTRAL
PIAIN; and as later proved, did not f£it into the Japanese plan of defense.
(See Map B)

Sti11 in Sixth Army reserve the 6th Ranger Infantry Battalion had
moved inland from the beach. A bivbuac ares was established near
CALASIAD. (See Map B) Except for a few sporadic air raids the battalion
had seen nothing of the enemy. (7)

(4) Personal knowledge
(53 A-1l, pe 1

(6 A"‘l, P 2

(7) Personsl knowledge



At that time it was not known exactly how the battalion was to be
'employEd, but every man was reedy for any miselon that might be assigned,
Preceding the invasion of IEYTE by three days the battalion had made
aggault amphibious landings on three small islands that commanded the
entrance to IFYTE GULF. The assigned mission was accomplished and only a
minimum number of caéualties were sustained. Since that time the battalion
had beeniwell rested. The men were in excellent health, units were appro-
ximating authorized strength, supply was efficient, and morale was exceed=-
ingly high. All members of the organizaﬁion had undergone extensive
training in NEW GUINEA and had acquired a confidence and an sbility that
molded them into a fighting team second to none. (8)

Little had been laarned a8 to the exact type of enemy troop)that
might be encountered on LUZON, when and if the battalion was committed;
but the Japahese:soldier could always be expected to afford formidable
and fanatical opposition. Generally, the combat efficlency of the Ranger
Battalion was excellent; whereas that of the Jap was an unknown factor.

The dry season was at its height. The weather was hot and humid,
Rivers were low and fordable, and the blazing sun had turned rice paddies

into hard magses of caked and cracked mud., (9)

THE SPECTAL SITUATION

On 27'January'l9h5 a guerrilla officer reported to Sixth Army that some
300 - 500 AlliedfPrisoners of War were in a concentration camp, at
PANGRTIAN,.near CABANATUAN, (See Map B) (10) It was also reported that
this camp was guarded by a small Japanese garrlaon.
_ The nearest American troops to the prison camp were advance elements
of the US 6th Division. These troops had reached GUIMBA approximately 25
(8) Personal knowledge

(9) Personal knowledge
(10) 4=3, p. 16



miles from PANGATIAN, Intelligence reports indicated that large enemy
forces, including tanks, were evacnating to the north, using the TABANA-
TUAN - SAN JOSE and the CABANATUAN - RIZAL highways. (See Map B) Pri-
marily, movements were being made at night in order to escape possible
destructzon by our air force; air superiorlty had been established early
in the campalgn. Daylight hours were being spent by these enemy tran-
siénts in camps along the route of evacuation. One of the camps used for
rest and stop-over purposes was PANGATIAN, the same camp in which were
confined our prisoners éf war. (11)

Realizing that large scale movements of enemy troops toward the
mountains to the north might cause a possible evacuation of the prison-
ers, or even the wholesale slaughtering of them by the Japanese; a plan
of rescus was inltiated by Sixth Army.

While a special intelligence team of Alamo Scouts* was dispatched to
gain all possible information about the situation, the mission of the

rescue of the prisoners was assigned to the 6th Ranger Infantry Battalion.

THE BATTALION PI&N

Refurning to the bivouac area—aftér receiving orders from Sixth Arny,
Lieutenant Colonel Henry A. Muccl, Ranger Commander, lost no time in
.arriving at his decisions., The battalion was asgembled and told of the
mission by the battalion commander. The selection of Company C, commanded
by Gaptain Robert W. Prince, to perform the misgion was anmnounced. Inas-
much as a.Ranger Company congisted of only three officers and 65 enlisted
men, (See Chart C) hardly an adequate force for the mission volﬁnteers
were accepted. E&ery man in the battalion expressed a desire to participate,
(11) 4-2, p. 1

# Alamo Scouts - special reconnalssance units used by Sixth Army to obtain
strategic intelligence



The battalion commander selected the 2d Platoon of Company F, commanded
by First Lisutensnt J. Frank Murphy, communications personnel from
Headquarters Company, and at least one representative from the remaining
,units._ (12) IOfficers and men were brisfed by the use of maps, photos,
and information then available,

A general plan was formulated. Equipment to be taken would include:
two K type rations per man; one canteen of water but a full supply of
halazone tablets in the jungle type first aid packets} one pair of wire
cutters per man; individusl arms and plenty of ammunition to include
hand and rifle g;enadea; Browning automatic rifles would replace light
machine guns of the wéapons squadg; no packs would be worn; for this
mission fatigue 6aps would replace the conventional steel helmet, (13)
A radio relay station would be established at GUIMBA t¢ maintain com-
mmnication between the attacking force and the rear command posts

Going by truck to GUIMBA, the Rangers would enter enemy occupied
territory and proceed further by foot, tréveling moatly at night. Before
leaving GUIMBA however, arrangements would be made with the 6th US
Division as to recognition signals on the return trip. In GUIMBA too,
guerrilla guideéiwould be met, -They would lead the Rangers until sﬁch
time as contact could be made with the Alamo Scouts, in the viecinity of
BALINCARIN. A cross country route would be taken avéiding native
barrios#, with apeecial precautions taken at the crossing of the two main
highways biaectihg the area of operations. (lh)

It was realiged that the march to the gtockade, the attack, and the
rescue would be a sizeable task in itself, bee difficult, however,

would be the job'of,returning with some 500 men whose physical condition

{12). Personal knowledge

(13) Personal knowledge

() A-6; p. 18

# Barrios ~ small native villages
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could hardiy be anticipated as good. In order %o accomplish this,
assistance wnuld:be needed fr@m the natlive population along the return
route of march, Coordination woald be made by guerrillﬁs whose
"assistance in mahy matters was now foreseen as a nmajor fact;; in the
-overall and continuous planning.

Finally, the troops would depart the following morning. The exact
time of attack could. not be accurately determined at this stage, but it
would probably bé the evening of the 29th. One thing was certain, speed
and surprige were of the essence. Flanning would continue enroute with
final decisions being made and plans formula ted after receiving reports
from the Alamo Scouta. |

Final.briefing completed, the b&ttalion commander, in the absence of
& Chaplain, said a prayer for succegs. Then, after a solemn gpeech, the
battalion commander asked cach Rangeér to take an oath to dis fighting
rather than let harm befall thé prigoners., Every man took the oath.
(15) ' |

28 January 1945 dawned hot and ¢lear. As plamned the previous evening
the force entrucked for GUIMBA, arriving shortly after noon. Guerrilla

guldes were contactsed, Coordination was made with the 6th US Division

~ for recognition signals on the return trip. Two green flares would be

fired by the Rangers; a like signal |from the 6th Division would signify

recognition,

NARRATION

‘THE FENETRATION TO BALINCARTN (See Map D)
At 1400 houra 28 January 1945, Qompany C, reinforced, a group of §
officers and 115 enlisted men, personally led by Lieutenant Colonel

Henry A. Mucci, the battalion commander, departed from GUIMBA. (16)

(15) A-2, p. 2 and personal knowledge
(16) A-1, p. 30
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Traveiing crbsa country the Rangers halted for a short time near
LOBANG. Here inquiries were made of the guerrilla leader, one Captain
dogon, as to the_eneﬁy gituation. Not only was informatlon gained but
Captain Joson and some 80 armed men joined the foree. (17)

A feeling of:tension prevailed as our column continued its penstration
through country dotted with Japanese garrisons. The firat major feat was
tp croas the CABANATUAN = SAN JOSE highway undetected. This was done,
under cover of darkness, approximately tﬁree'miles south of BAIOC.

Taking full gdvantage of the darkness, and with Captain Joson's men
being used as guides and security, the Rangers forded the TALAVERA RIVER
at 24,00 hours. (18) Thus far, everything had gone according to plan,
There was only one major hurdle between our column and the rendszvouswith
the Alamo Scouts.” This hurdle, a main highway leading to RIZAL was
erossed without incident. |

Dawn was bﬁeaking, on the morning of 29 January 1945, as the party
arrived at BALINCARIN, some five miles from their objective. The Alamo
Scouts were awalting the arrival. While Lieutenant Golonel Mucei and
'Gaptain Prince conferred with FPirst Lieutenant Tom'Rounasville and other
Scout leaders, the men ate a K ration and got some rest. (19) Since
departing from GUIMBA, a forced march of approximately 22 miles had been

" exXecuted.

POSTPONEMENT OF THE ATTACK

The Alamo Scouts reported to Lieutenant Goionel Henry A. Muceci that
they had not yet been able to procure complete information relative to
the enemy strength in the stockade. However, they were keeping a careful
1 surveillance over the activities of £he enemy and would rgport information
as obtaihed. | |
(17) &~2, p. 2
(18) A-2, p. 2

(19) Perscnal knowledge; statement of Captain Tom Rounasville, then an
Alamo Scout, 15 December 1949
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While awaiting the desired intelligence report, the battalion commander
was not idle. Jince the attack was tentatively scheduled for that
evening there was much to be accomplished. Arfangements were made with
the guerrilia area commander, oﬁe Captain Pajota, to aid in many ways.
First, there was the element of security; Being so close to an enemy
garrison, it was feared that the presence of our force might be defected.
No chances could be taken. It was decided that Captain Pajotats command
would establish all around secufity in depth, Civilians north'of the
GABANATﬁAN -~ CABU road would remain there, and those entering this area
~ would not be permitted to leave until the rescue had been accomplished,
Dogs would be muzzled to keep them from barking and all chiékens would be
penned ﬁp. (20)
| Captain Pajoﬁa would also arrange for sufficient carabaok carts to
trénsport 200 men. He would make arrangements to have food distributed
along the return_route.- Aﬁong his command of aOme_25O men, 160 were
unarmed; these would be used as litter bearers. The remaining 0 men,
all armed, would assist in support of the tactical plan, (21)

Reconnaissahce by Alamo Scouls and guerrillas would cohtinue through-
out the day. The possibility of Japanese armored and motorized troops
neer the objective was a threat to our forces, who would be most vulner-
able to counterattack once the prisoners had been released. To minimize
this threat, a radio message was dispatched to Sixth Army requésting #ir
coverage along the return route.

The men continued regsting and checking equipment for the remainder
of the day. At 1800 hours the force moved from BALINCARIN to PLATERCS,

a distance of'aboup three nmiles. On arrlival at PLATEROS the Rangers were
(20) Personal knowledge; statement of Capéain Tom Rounasville, then an
Alamo Scout, 15 December 1949

#  Carabac - water buffalo used as a beast of burden
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met by guerrilla_scouts. The situation looked bad., It was reported

that many Japanese troops were spending the night at thg stockadé and that
“enemy mechanized elements were moving along the GABANATUAN - RIZAL road

in layge numbers. Should the Rangers attack that night as originally
planned or should they wait? If they stormed the atockade that night,
there was the pogsibility oflbaooming engaged with the transient Japanese
trodpa both at the highway and at the stockade. Our force would be out-
nurbered. Detéiied information on the situation was lacking., About the
only thing in favor of the original plan was the fact that they wers

close to the objective, and as yet.their presence was probably undetected.
This would afford surprise, but would this sole advantage outweigh the
| disadVanﬁages? The attack cbuid be postponed one day, but certainly it
must materializefon the night of the 30th regardless of the eneny situation.
If our force waited, the desired detailed information probably could be
procured. The enemy transients would probably be gone, By waiting one
day the pfeaence;of our force might be detected and surprise lost. The
.battalion commanﬁer,'after due consultation with Captain Prince, decided

to postpons the attack until the ewening of the 30th. (22)

FINAL PIANS -

On the morning of the 30th both Alamo Scouts and guerrillas were
abfively engaged in securing information. The Rangers lald low in
PLATEROS, anxioﬁ_sly ewaiting the final detailed plan,

In mid#afteﬁhoon the Alamo Scout reconnaissance teams returned to
PIATEROS® They had done their job well., . Enough detailed information had
been cbtained tﬁ enable the £ormu1&tion of final plans.

'Information:concerning enemy personnel was: the transient troops who
had bsen spendiﬁg the night in.the stockade had departed, but approximately

150 other trensients had moved in at 1100[h0urs, apparently to spend the

(22) A-'l, P 30
g n
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remainder of the dgy; the personnei of the garrison itself consisted of
73 offiecers and mén; an estimated 800 enemy, with temks and trucks, were
in CABU. (23) |

Othér information obtained, was: the stockade was 600 yards wide and
8OO yards long; gsee Map E) this area was enclosed by barbed wire fences
6 to 8 feet tall and spaced h feet apart; the interior was subdivided
by barbed wire fences. Protecting the stockads was a pillbox located at
the northeaét corner of the enclosure; it was mammed by four Japanese
soldiers. Three pbservation towers, each 12 feet high were occcupied,
Near one of the observation guard towera was the main entrance, closed by
an 8 foot gate and secured with a heavy lock. This entrance was guarded
by a Japanese sentry., Inside the camp, located in a shed, were li tanks
and 2 trucks. Activity in the camp appeared to be normal, and little
traffic had passed the camp during the day. The prisoner's area was the.
buildings in the northeast portion of the stockade. (24)

Guerrillas reported an estimated 7,000 Japanese troops and some
tanks in CABANATUAN. In all probablility, they were stopping there for
‘the day and would move north that night. (25)

Lieutenant Colonel Muccl now had the information he desired. He
realized that the Japs at CABANATUAN would be on the move shortly after
dark; and that it would be imperative to complete the rescue, and he on
the return march early in the evening. ﬁa decided to attack.;t dusks

| The battalioﬁ commander consulted his officers and arrived at a
detailed plan. Every man was given a particular assignment and briefed
on the overall pian. A1l Rangers were imbued with the necessity for
surpriss.

(23) 4~2, pe 3

(24h) A-2, pe 3
(25) A"l’ P 31



Guerrills forces under Captain Pajota would establish a roadblock at
a small stream tﬁat crossed the CABU road. This stream was about 200
~ yards from the siockade (See Map E). One Ranger would be attached for
liaison purposes; Another roadblock, manned by the guerrillas of Captain
Joson, would be iocated on the CABANATUAN highway. This force would
have a six man bagooka team; under dtaff Sergeant White of Company F,
attached. Boﬁh fofcés were given the mission of preventing reinforce-
ments from reaching the Japanese garrison, Neither would‘withdraw until
two red flarea_h#d veen fired. The second one would signal the suc-
cegsful fording 6f the PAMPANGA RIVER on the return irip.

The 2d Platoon of Company F, under First Lieutenant Murphy, was given
the difficult mission of moving %o the eastern side and to the rear of
the camp, They ﬁould attack and destroy the pillbox, kill the
sentries in the two observation guard towers in their area, attack the
rear gate, kill any Japs they might encounter in the transient gection
of the stockade,;and prevent any enemy from entering the compound in
which the prisoﬁérs were located. (See Map E) (26)

first Lieutenant William J. O'Gonnell commanded the lst Platoon of
- Company C. He Wﬁs assigned the mission of entering the stockade by the
maln gatg, pushing through to the Jap quarters, destroying enemy personnel
and vehicles, and allowiﬁg no Japanese persomnel to excape to the
- western side of the camp. (See Map E) (27)

The 2d Pla'boén of Company C, 1ed' by First ILieutenant Melville Schmidt,
was given the job of freeing the prisoners. T;:> accompllish this: each of
the two assault seétions would enter the main entrance and support the
attack by fire; the weapons section, assisted by Alamo Scouts, would

(26) A"‘Q, P ’-l )
(2?) }1"2, Do I-l-

13



assemble the prisoners and legd them to safety. (28)

Since lieutenant Murphy's platoon had the mission requiring the most
time to get into positionm, hé warld coordinate the attack. When his men
opened fire the attack would commence,

The signal for withdrawal would be a red flare fired by Captain Prince.
He would do this as soon as he was positive thatgll prisoners hﬁd been
rescued. Rangers would assist 1in the evacuation of wounded and form a
rear guard. Thers was one remaining detail; telephone lipes would be cut
by Staff Sergeant White on the west, and by guerrilla Lieutenant Tombo on
the east. They'ﬁould do this as the attack commenced, (%)

At 1700 hours, 30 January 1945 our force &eparted from PIATEROS to a
position approximately 700 yards fppm the bbjective; The ground was now
flat and open except for a few small trees and the small stream that
crogsed the main highway, This was the same stream where Captain
Pajote would plage his roadblock. Moving slowly, the Rangers inched thelr
way along the gtfeam to apsault positions, By 1925 houré Company C was
in posiﬁion in a ditch that ran along the northern shoulder of the
CABANATUAN -~ CABU road. Some men were less than 25 yards from the
objectixe. They waited in the fast'disappéaring daylight for the signal
to commenca firing. Meanwhile, the 2d Platoon of Company F, taking full
advantage of the stream lineland on coming darkness, had reached their
agsault positions. {30)

THE ATTACK ON THE STOCKADE (See Map E)

At 1945 hours the 2d Platoon of Company F opened fire. A squad led
by Staff Sergeant Milllcan attacked the pillﬁox killing the Japs therein.

Simultaneously, ﬁhe sentries in the observation towers and at the rear

(28) A-2y pe b

- {29) Personal knowledge; statement of Captain Tom Rounasville, then an
Alamo Scout, 15 December 1949

(30) Personal knowledge; statement of Captain Tom Rounasville, then an
Alamo Scout, 15 December 1949
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gate were killedéby other elements of the 2d Platéon, who then entered
the gate and fired into the buildings that were in the southeast and
south-central se¢tions of the stockade,.

On hearing the firing in the rear the lst Assault Section, lst
Platoon, Company'c,'stormed the main entrance, Staff Sergeant Theodore
Richardson broke the lock on the gate by shooting it with a pistol,

Other members of ‘his section poured through the gate, systematically
 1i§uidating Japanese personnel in the quarters section of the stockade.
The 2d Assault Section covered the attack of the lst Section by firing
through the fence at predesignated buildings, The Weapons Section, under
Staff Sergeant Stewart, followed the 1lst Section thirough the gate;
circled the right.flank; and accomplished their miaSion of destroying
the two trucks anﬁ four tanks parked in the motor shed. As thelr fires
became masked by the 1st and Weapons Sections, the 2d Section entered
the stockade and took up positions so that no enemy personnel escaped
to the west. (31) |

| Following closely behind the 1st Platoon the lst Asgault Section of
the 2d Flatoon entered the stockade; puéhed through the enclosure in which
the prisoners were kept; and opened fire on tﬁe'ébutheast section of the
stockade} which'was already being fired on by the forces of Lieutenant
Murphye The 2d Assault Section followed the lst Section and provided
protecti&n to the right flank of the prisoner's compound. The Weapons
Section of the 2d Platoon, assisted by Alamo Scouts, went immediately
~ to the sepﬁion in which the prisoners were held. They quickly informed
the prisoners what wes happening and herded them oﬁt the gate toward
PLATERGS. (32)

(31) Personal knowlecge; statement of Captain Toh Rounasville, then an
Alamo Scout, 15 December 1949

(32) Personal knowledge; statement of Captain Tom Rounasville, then an
Alamo Scout, 15 December 194L,9
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Captain Prince, after personally checking the compound and satisfy-
-ing himself that all men had been evacuated, fired a red flare. This was
the signal for withdrawal., It was now 201lFrhours; the entire attack and
clearing of the enclosure had required oniy 30 minﬁtes. Surprise had
bean complets. The rapidity of tbe-ﬁction.had so overcome the enemy that

only feeble resistance had been encountered. (33)

THE BATTIE AT THE ROADBLOCK (See Map D)

A1) had gone well at the stockade, The column started the with-
drawal to friendly lines; and as the last elements forded the PAMPANGA
RIVER, the second red flére was fired by Captain Prince. The forces of
Captain Joson pulled out immediately and acted as rear security for the
columne. | _

The roadblock of Captain Fajota was busily engaged at this bime.
Japanese forces £rom CABU, an estimated 800 strong, had been alerted by
the firing during the attacke Traveling along the road at double-time,
the enemy approached the roadblock. Caﬁtain Pajota had deployed his
forces cunningly. - They formed a "V, with the open ehd toward CABU, The
Japs, totally unaware, ran into the trap. As the head of the Jap column
wag about 15 yarﬂs from the point of the "V#, the pguerrillas opened fire.
At point biank range Browning automatic rifles, submachine guns and
rifles mowed the enemy down, slanghtering great numbers in a short time.
'Pandemonium reighed. The Japanese were completely disorganized and
commenced firing wildiy. Tanks that followed the dismounted troop never
crogsed the bridge. After holding for about.an hour the guerrillas
slipped off into the darkness. An estimated 300 enemy were killed conm-
pared to 9 guerfillas wounded in action. (31}

(33) Personal knowledge; statement of Captain Tom Rounasville, then an

Alamo Scout, 15 December 19
(3h) A-2, Do 6 .
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THE WITHDRAWAL TO FRIENDLY LINES (See Map D)

The task of evacuating the prlaoners now faced the liberators.
Carabao carts had. been procured by the guerrillas. These carts were
placed across the.PAMPANGﬁ ﬁIVER., They were loaded with the 100 litter
-r.patientsg who thus far had been borne by litter bearers. In addition to
these patients there weré hl2‘other prisoners,iwho had beenlliberated.
The Rangers, guerrillas, prisoners and carabao carts formed an unpre-
cedented sight as they pulleci into PLATEROS. (35)

While in PIATEROS, the column was reorganized. More carabao carts
were procured for the anticipated reduction in the.number of men who
could complete £he Journey on foot and would have to be transported.
Food and water was also provided by friendly natives, Those wounded who
. were unable to continue were left in PLATEROS. Ln.American medical officer,
who had.been # prisoner, volunteeres 4o re:-.in as the Ranger surgeon,
Captain James W}'Fisher, had been mortally wounded, . Alamo Scouts and
guerrillas were left as guards'for the wounded. They wgré Instructed t6
construct a cub gtrip for possible evacuation of the wounded, (36)

4s groups were organized they departed from PL&TEROS to BaLINCARIN.
All who were able walked. Many of the liberated were determined to make
the march on foot and acceptsd aid and transportation only as a last
resort. . |

From BALINGARiN the coluﬁn moved to.MATAAS NA KABROY, arriving around
0200 hours on 31 January_19h5; More garts were brbcured a8 there were
now almost 200'men who were uneble to contimue on foot. At this point
thg golumn included a total of 51 cérts and stretched one and a half
miles. (37) -

(35) Personal knowlsdge; statement of Captain Tom Rounaaville, then an
‘Alamo Scout, 15 December 1549

(36) A"'2’ pl 8
(37) A-"2, pl 8
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Due to the number of carts ahd the condition of the terrain, the cross-
- ing of the RIZAL highway presenﬁed a major obstacle. It was necessary

to travel the road itself for about a mile hefore finding a suitable

place to leave the highway and continue cross.country. To protect this
mevement two roadblocks were set up by‘the 1lst Platoon of Company Cj

one at a locatioﬁ about 400 yards above the point where the columﬁ
_entered the road, and the other about 400 yards from the point where the
column left the road, Approximatel& one hour was required to complete

- the crossing which was done without incident. (38)

At 0800 hours the column reached SIBUL. Here information was obtained
by radio that the town of TALAVERA was in our hands. Request was made by
radio for ambulances and trucks to meet the column in SIBUL to evacuate
the liberated meﬂ. This waé done and the ex~prisoners of war were
moved to GUIMBA for hospitalizatlon and processing.

The mission was accomplished,

~ To summarize the results of this operation: the 6th Ranger Infantry
Battalidn successfully performed all phases of their assigned mission,
A penetration some 29 miles into the enemy zone was made. Reconnaissance
was thorough and complete. Full use was made of the guerrillas and the
native population, who donated their services willingly; some made the
supreme sacrifice. Surprise for the attack was complete, and the rescue
was accomplished quickly. The column sucéessfully withdrew over some

19 miles of enemy territory. (39) Viewed from the company level on up
to theatre level, nothing more could have been asked of the participants
of_this action. They carried out their duties with valor'and bravéry.
The thing foremost in the minds of every man was the liberation of the
Allied Prisoners of War; personal safety was never considered.

(38) A-2, p. 8
(39) A-2, p. 10
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The resulbs of the mission\can;be further measured in the number of
casualties. sustained compared wifh casualties inflicted.. The Rangers had
one officer and one enlisved man killed and one wounded. Alamo Scout
casualbies amounted to one man wounded. Approximately 27 guerrillas-wére
killed or 1i§ted as missing. The Japanese casualties in the prison camp
amounted to the entire garrison of 73 plus £He 150 transients. An |
estimate of Japangse casualties at the roadblock was difficult to deter=
mine, but there were well.over 200 killed. (LO) 512 Allied Prisoners of
War were liblera;tted.'

For their part in this action and per General Order No 39 dated 21
February 1945, Hq USA Forces Far Bast, Lieutenant Colonal Mucei and Captain
Prinee were awarded the Distinguished Service Cross and aiJother_officers
were awarded the Silver Star, and all enlisted men the Bronze Star. By
General'Order No 26, War Department dated 9 April 1945 Company C and the
2d Platoon of Go@pany F were cited for outstanding performance of duty

and awarded the Distinguished Unit Badge.

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM

‘1. FLANNING

The fact thatthis operation met with such success can be attributed
to aeveral-thinggl one of the most important being the overall planning
that was done. The decislve orders issued, and actions that ensued
therefrom are evidence of carefﬁl, minute, and deliberate planning at
all echelons. Nothing was left to chance: the rapidity and decisive-
ness of the attack on the stockade was accompiished, in part, because
évery man had been thoroughly oriented on his own particular asgignment,

and the part his job played in the overallplam of attack; security

(40) A-1, p. 31
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measures, in varied forms,'were plenned for, and used, during the entire
operation; the use oilgﬁerrillas was foreseen -and plans made for their
employment; signalé used for coordination were simple and concise,
| Equipment tak;n varled only slightly from usual. The type and amounts
taken were carefully selected so that speed could be realized without
sacrifice of needed items. Reconnaissance had been planmned for in advance.
This was so well.coordinated and pre-pianned thaf the Rangers were pro;
vided with a continuous flow of information on which to base their
deciaions, and from which evolved a continuous estimate of the situaﬁion;
Planning was a contimious process, with final orders being_issued.only
- after careful deliberation. It is difficult to mediate on what might

have been the outcome of this operation had not planning been complete,

2. RECONNATISSANCE

Little more could have been desired as to information provided to
the Rangers by Alamo Scouts and gnerrillas. The reconnalssance mission
. Wﬁs carried out with vigor and enthuslasm as evidenced by the complete-
ness and exactness of.detail which were indicative of intelligence reports,
Reconnaissance was continuous throughout all phases of the operation. No
new'mgthods were used. Thé Alamo Scouts knew their job and went about
it with a methodical application that brought results. The enemy's
every move was so carefully observed that the battalion commander was
never in doubt as to the course of action to pursue. Reconnaissance was
a most important factor in the successful completion of this operation.
3. SECURITY

Security in any military operation is of prime importance. When &
miésion calls for the operation to take place in enemy territory then
this element takes on an added significante. At the very outset of this
operation security measures were employed. During movements the con~-
ventional type of:rear guard protection was used. Guerrilla guides were
utilized to lead the column so as to avoid enemy installations, Full
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_advantaga wo.s ﬁaken of the hours of darknéés 50 movements could be made
with less chance;of detection. Road blocks were put in at criticsl
locations in order to protect the column. Even a unique method was em-
.ployed when dogsiwere muzzled and chickens pemned up. A line of demar—
cation was defined, across which no civilian was allowed to traverse, In
the advance to aésault position, the small amount of cover and concealment
offered by the small stream was-uaed to the utmost., Every precaution was
taken to avoid detection. The success of the methods employed and their
importance to thé cutcome of the operation cannot be minimlzed.
be SURFRISE

If one single principle could be determinéd the most important, in
enhancing the success of this operation, it is the opinion of the writer
that surpriée is that.element. . 8¢ sudden was the strike, so thorough
gnd well execuﬁed;the plan, that the-anemy'was téken comﬁletely by surprise,
" and was never able to organize his forces. Had the Jaﬁanese only the
siightest hint of.what was about to happen, they'couid have laid a trap
that would have resulted in the possible annihilation of our entire rofce
and the massacreiﬁg oflthe prisoners. The men had been imbued with the
necessity of surpﬁise. They reallzed that it was paramount. They saw
to it that.surprise was achieved, |
5. COORDINATION

In the attack on the stockade cpordination'was obtained by a simple
vet offective method, On reaching éasault positions the 2d Platoon of
Gompan& F cobrdinated the attack by opemning fire. All men thoroughly
understood the signal and commenced the attack simultaneously. The use
of flares is another efficlent means that was utilized by the Rangers for
control purposes. ;a simple method of control, éaay to understand and
eagy to apply is preferable to more complicafed means . Goordination
betweenlunits, ﬁayﬁbe effected by 1iaison personnel. Although there were

no personnel actually assigned for liaison purposes, the Alamo Scouts and
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guerrilla leaderé'kept in personal touch with the Ranger Commander. Thié
method proved safisfactory to all concerned iﬁ an operation in which
absolute copperation was mandatory if the miﬁsion was to be accomplished,
6. LEADERSHIP

Tt would be a fallacy to even imagine'that this operation could have
-reéched a successful conclusion without superb leadership. The fact that
every man in thelbattalion voluntesred for the mission and that those
selected took an;oath 1o die rather than fail is an exﬁmple of the courage
and confidence tﬂe men had in their leaders. The battalion commander
displayed high leadership qualities by personally leadihg his troops, _
even though they'amoﬁnted to oniy company size in total personnel. Captain
Prince left the stockade only after éssuring'himself that all prisoners
had been evacuated., Continued planning, keen foresight, decisive action,
and uﬁdying devotion to duty perscnify all the qualities essential to

sound leadership; these principles were demonatratéd in this action.

- 7. ASSISTANCE BY GUERRILIAS AND CIVILIANS

Needless to say, the esase with which the mission was accomplished
can be attributed to the willing assistance of the gueffillas‘ﬁnd natives.
Without this aid jhe missicn wéuld have been much more difficult and
losses to Ranger personnel and prisoners of war would have been greater.
-Perhaps the operation would have been doomed to failure. Guerrillas were
sueccesafully utilized in many roles, as; guides, security, litter
beareps, fér reconnaissance, and as combat treoops in support of tﬁe
tactical plans Their bravery and ldyalty are worthy of the highest
praises. Civiliéhs offéred the sole means of transportation for the
injured and wounded, They provided food and water when it was needed
most., It is doubbed if the services of guerrillas and eivilians could
have been used more fully or to better advantage. In a mission behind
ehamy lines it is imperative that the capabilities of a friendly ally be

used to the maximum extent,
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LESSONS

1. Careful, minute, continuous, and detailed plannlng based on known

facts and fbllowed by de01sive orders and actions is mandatory if pene-
tration of an enemy zone ie to be euccessfully accomplished.
2, mﬁﬁﬁﬂﬂﬁﬁiﬁé§Q§? must be complete and exacting and carried out with

vigor and_enthusiesm if meximum results are to be obtained.

Farinn ke o

—

3+ Vhen operating in enemy territory every poesible meand of security

mst be employed_if detection is to be avoided,

h- When surprise is complete the attacker may so demoralize an

T

Pt

ogponent that the enemy can never become organlzed sufflclently to sake

the inltlatlve.

5. Simple signals and personal contact are the best means to control

o A o e A A -

and coordinate a‘military operation in an isolated ‘situation, = =

6. There is no substitute for good, sound 1eadersh1p based on mutual

faes

loyaltj, confidence and devotion to duty.

7« In an operation behind enemy lines the support of friendly peoples

must be procured and utllized to an extent commensurate with their

s

capabilities. o . - ‘
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