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OPERATIONS OF THE 15T BATTALION, 422D INFANTRY
(106TH INFANTRY DIVISION) IN THE BATTLE OF THE
- BULGE, IN THE VICINITY OF SCHLAUSENBACH, GERMANY
10 - 19 DECEMBER 19hk. (ARDENNES - AISAAC CAMPAIGN)
(Personal Experience of a Battalion Executive Qfficer )

ORIENTATION

INTRODUCTION

This monograph covers the operations of the lst Battalion,l22d
Infantry, 106th US Division in the Battle .of the Bulge, in the vicinity
of SCHLAUSENBACH, GERMANY, 10 - 19 December i9hl. It will include the
daylight relief'or a battali@n in defensive position, conduct of the
defense, a daylight withdrawal and an attack on the city of SCHONBERG,
(ERMANY.

Early in June 194k, Allled Forces made successful landings on the
continent of EUROFE and by 2l September 194ly the Lth Infantry Diviéion,
at that time attached to V Corps, First US Army, had advanced to the
east, against heavy resistance,'broken through enemy positions in the
SEIGFREID LINE and had taken up defensive positions on the SCHNEE EIFEL
RIDGE in GERMANY. (1) (See Map A)

During the period September 19L)L to December 194k, many changes in
the disposition of troops aleong the front were made in preparation for
continuing the advance to the east. By 9 December 194L, VIII Corps,
First US Army had taken over the positions of V Corps along the SGHNEB
EIFEL with the mission of conducting an aggressive defense and be prepared
to advance on COLOGNE on order. This was a sector extending from LOSHEIM,
GERMANY on the north to a point where the MOSELIE RIVER crosses the
FRANCO -~ GERMAN boundary at the northeast corner of thq Duchy of LUXEM-
BOURGs This sector comprised a front of apbroximatelyéeighty—eight miles,
(2) Since there had been very little enemy activity, éther than minor



patrols, and it was known that the Germans were using this sector for
indoctrinating green tr60ps to the sounds of battle, it was dubbed the
"quiet sector.”

This'sector was defended by a Task Force and three infantry divi-
sions abreast. The 2d Division on the north occupied a salient in the
SEIGFREID LINE along the bigh wooded SCHNEE EIFEL RIDGE. Task Force
nxn waé attached to the 24 Division and occupied a five mile front north
of the SCHNEE EIFEL positions and maintained contact with the 99th
Infantry Division of V Corps on its left. (3)

The 28th Infantry Division defended the center section along the
OUR RIVER, on the right of the 2d Infantry Division and the 83d Infantry
-ﬁ;;kéion defended the southern part of the sector along the OUR RIVER to
its confluence with the MOSELLE RIVER and thence up the MOSELLE to the
boundary between VIJI and XX Corps of the Third US Army.

The 9th Apmored Division, with no combat experience, was in Corps

reserve and was rotating its infantry units in division front lines to

gain combat experience. (L) {See Map A)

THE GENGRAL STTUATION

The 106th Infantry ﬁiviaion landed at LE HAVRE, FRANCE on 6 December
194k, moved by a succession of motor marches across FRANCE and BELGIUM,
and on 8 ~ 10 December closed in an assembly area in the snow covered
ARDENNES FOREST 1n the 24 Infantry Division sector near ST. VITH, BELGIHM.

The 106th was assigned to VIII Corps and was to be given an oppor-
tunity to gain combat experience by occupying defensive pesitions in the
relatively ﬁquiet gectort of VIII Corpa. (5)

i
I

The 106th was to relieve the 2d Infantry Division and attacked Task
Force X now in defensive positions in the northern sector of VIII Corps
along the SCHNEE EIFEL RIDGE. The 2d was being attached to V Corps in pre-

paration for an atteck in the area of the ROER DaMS. (6)

Awb
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Attached to the 106th was the 18th and 32d Squadrons of ljth
Cavalry Group. These squadrons were to tdke over the sector occupled
by Task Force X ncﬁ attached to 2d Infantry Divisgion, and maintaln contact
between the 106th Division and the 99th Division on the north. (7)

The disposition of troops for the 106th Division was to be elements
of the 1hth Cavalry Group and the 1224 Infantry Regiment on the north,
the 423d Infantry Regiment in the center and the L2Lth Infantry Regiment,
less one battalion, on the south. One battalion of the L2lth was to be
in.diviaion reserve. (8) (See Map B)

The enemy, as known to the Division Commander at this time, consisted
of elements of the parﬁly trained 18th and 26th Volksgrenadier Divisions
and their supporting artillery. Two Panzer Divisions were reported
somewhere in reserve, (9 It was believed that these two Panzer Divisions
were held in reserve in case of an attack by VIII Corps. (10) (See Map B)

The combat efficliency of the troops of the enemy in comparison
with the 106th was eatimatad ag generally the same, since the 106th had
no combat experience and a definite pattern had shown that for the past
month the comparatively "quiet sector! in ffont of VIII Corpé had been
ﬁaéd by the Germans for seasoning newly formed dlvisions. (11)

The SCHNEEZ EIFEL is a hogback ridge, characterized by high plateaus,
deeply enclosed valleys and a restricted road net . This area is
heavily wooded with steep ravineé and ridges running to the east and west.

The road net conaisted of narrow dirt roads in poor condition running

. generally north and south along the ridge. Due to the anow and ice at

this time some of tﬁe roads were almost impassable.

The fortifications of the SEIGFREID LINE ran generally along the

(7) 4=3, p. 96
(B) A~6
(9) A-13
(30) A-1, p. 12
(1\1) .ﬁ.‘l, p. 17



‘erest of the SCHNEE EIFEL. These fortifications consisted of conecrete
pillboxes, dug in éun positions and fox holes. (12)

The'weathar was cold, the ground covered with snow and ice, and
snow falling intermittingly. The sky was cloudy and dull and a heavy
mist hung about the topa of the trees. (13}

The supply aituation throughout the Corps was normal except for a
shortage of Prestoné, tires, PX rations, miscellaneous signal equipment,

shoss, overkhoes, and raincoats. (1L)

DISPOSITION AND PIAN OF THE 422D INFANTRY

On 9 December the L422d Infantry closed in its assembly area in the
ARDENNES FOREST® in the viecinity of ST. V;TH, BELGTUM. (See Map B)

On order from Headquarters, 106th Division, the [22d Infantry
Regiment and its supporting 589th Field Artillery Battalion (105-mm)
would relieve the 9th Infantry Regiment and its 15th Field krtillery
Battalion (105-mm)s (15) This order stated that the 422d was to take
over from the 9th, "man for man and gun for gun*, on or about 11 December
19Lh and continue the.defense. (1:6)

The L22d's plan for the relief was as follows: the 2d Battalion would
relieve the 2d Battalion, 9th Infantry, on the north, the lat Battalion
would relieve the 2d Battalion, 23d Infantry, which had relieved the
1lst Battallon, 9th Infantry, on 4 December so it could go to a rest area
at STEINEBRUCH, GERMANY, in the center (17). The 3d Battalion would
relieve the 3d Battalion, 9th Infantry, on the south. (See Map C)

- The regiment would move by motor from its present position at
100900 December 194k to axecute the relief. The battalions would move
in the following orders. 2d, lst and 3d.
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DISPOSITION AND PIAN OF THE 15T BATTALION

Well after dark on the 9th of December, after another all day
motor march in open trucks, freeging weather, and in a blinding snow-
gtorm, the lst Battalion closed in its assembly area in the ARDENNES
FOREST in the vicinity of 8T, VITH. '

The Battalion was met by guides from the quartering party, the
Battalion Gommander, and the Company Commander. The Battalion'Commander,
his party, and Compeny Commanders had gone forward earlier.in the day
to have their first look at the positions they wére to take over the
following day. _

The blinding snow, that was falling, and the reatriction on the use
of lights made it very difficult for the men to follow their guldes,

Some of them were separated from their units and found their way to other
company areas. It was the next morning before the companies could re-
assemblg. (18)

| The battalion kitchens, which had been undPr regimental control
since the march began, had arrived a few hours earlier and had hot coffee
waiting.for the men. This was indeed a treat and morale booster. Even
though £h9 morale of thetyoops was high, the fatigue of ﬁhe long motor
warches across FRANCE in open trucks in rain and snow, the lack of hot
meals and.no opportnnity to éhange to dry clothes tended to lower the
combat efficiency of the unit as a whole. At this time the battalion was
approximately up to TO & E streﬁgth. |

The Battalion Commander?s orders were to relleve the lgt Battalion,
23d Infantry, then attached to the 9th Infantry, ®man for man, gun for
guie" The kitchens were to move up in the vieinity of the Company!s

Goumand Fosts and the ments duffle bags would be up laters

{18 4~10



The Battalion Commander oriented his staff as to the situwation.
The enemy forces opposing the positions were not poaitively identified
at this time but, it was a "quiet sectort and the activity was limited
t0 light patrolling.

The battalion was to take over positions on the sastern slops of
the SCHNEE EIFEL. This slope was steep and heafily wooded. The few
avallable roads were in poor condition, covered with snow and mud.
.Positions consisting of fox holes and squad shelters, most of them full
of mud or water, had been prepared previously by other units. There were
mine fields and barbhed wi?e-entanglements out to the front. Trip flares
and antipersonnel mines were scattered along the front in the gaps between
occupied positions. (1P)

The Battalion Commanderts plan for the relief of the lst Batt&libn;
23d Infandry, was company fof_company; C on the left, B in tﬁe center and
A on the right. B would take over the positions of T} Company and
Battalion Headquarters Company would relieve Battalion Headgquarters
Company, installation for installation. (See Mep D)

The.Company Commanders had received their orders for the relief
while on reconnaissance with the Battalion Commander earlier in the day.
The'battaliqn was to be ready tolméve by motor at 0900 héurs tﬁe 10th

of December. .(20)
NARRATION

THE RELIEF

Early in the cold gray dawn of 10 Deoember, the 1lst Battalion, still
wet, cold and tired, from its motor march across FRANCE and BELGIUM, dug
itself out of the snow in 153 bivouac area in the vicinity of ST. VITH,
BELGIUM,

(19)  A-13
(200 A~13



After a “skimpy".hot breakfast, companies were formed and began
preparations for the move to the front lines. Men and equipment were
checked, the men countéd off and truck numbers asssigned. Approximately
f£ifteen or twenty men had to be evacuated to the rear because of trench
foot, This was caused by thelack of dry socks and overshoes. A last
minute police of the area was made and the companies formed.

The battalion was formed in the woods, readj to move, but as often
happens in motor moves, the trucks had not arrived. After walting
approximately two hours, stomping around in the snow to keep warm, the
.trucka arrived. The batbalioﬁ was 1oadad and the movement to the front
begén.

The road was rough andlcovered with ice and snow, This slowsed down
the movement of the column and it was late in the afternoon before it
finally stopped in the vicinity of the Command Post of the lst Battalion,
éjd_Infantry._'This conmand post was located on the western s lope of the
SCHNEE BIFEL in a Qerman pillbok in thé SEIQFREID LINE at a cross road
about 3,000 yards east.of SCHLAUSENBAGH, GERMANY, (21) and about & mile
fyom the front line positions which were located on the eastern slope
of'ﬁhe ridge. |

-The battalion was met by the Commander of the lst Battalion, 23d
Infantry, his staff, and one officer from each of his companies.

The battélion detrucked and its units marched the last mile to their
front line positions, guided by one officer per company and one nencom-
missioned officer per platoon left by the lst Battalion, 23d Infantry,

Some of the men of the'23d were alregdy forﬂwd,‘waiting to.load on
the trucks that brought the lst Battslion up, and start their movement

to the rear. 86veral remarks were made by these men as to how lucky we

were to be moving into this Wquiet sectorn, It was better than a rest

(2:1) A-13



camp, according to them, there was no ciose order drill up here.
' The relief was made without incident and it was well after dark

when the last positions were finally taken over., It was to be another
‘¢old sleepless night for most of the battalion.

~ The kitchens were brought forward and set up several hundred yards
behind the front line positions in the vicinity of the Company Comnand Fosts.
A meal was prepéred, mostly hot coffee and cold sandwiches, and the feed-
ing began, The men ate in shifts, a few from each aquad sector at a time.
It'wés well toward mid-night when the feeding was completed. |

~ In spite of the fact that the men had been told that this wes a
"quiet sector® and that they had nothing to worry about, most of them
were a little mervous and jittefy. This could be expected since it was
their first time in battle positions and they had only been on the Conti-
nent five days. | |

The night ﬁaased without any acti?ity from the enemy, but, one of
A Companyts Officers and a guide that was left to show the men theip
positions were shot and sliéhtly wounded by one of A Company'a Outposgts
while they were checking positions. As stated ‘before, the men w_rerle 8
little jittery. (22)

Schedules of patrols, overlayslof their routes, the front line
positions, and final protective fires were turned over and explained to
the unit commanders by tﬁe officers left beshind by the 23d Infantry.
All.infOrmation concerning enemy positions, activity, and that pertinent
to the friendly positions, patrols and terrain were turned over to the
respective unit commanders. (25)I |

(22 A-13
(23) 4-13
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. At 2045 hours 10 December the relisf was finally completed as
ordered "gun for gun, and man for man®, The companies were disposed
as follows: C on the nofth, B in the center, A on the scuth, and D in
general support. (2L) (See Map D)

THE DEFENSE | |

The battaiion was defending a front. of approximately 3,500 yards,
running gensrally along the eastern base of the SCHNEE EIFEL; The terrain
was very rough, consisting of a serles of wooded ridges and gullles
running generally east andlwest. In some pleces heavily wooded ridges
ran well out in front of the positions. The terrain in front of the
positions, between these jutting wooded ridges, Wy S generally rolling
Opeﬁ fields., Fields of fire across these areas were generally good and
. the wooded, rough terrain offersed goocd cover and conéealment for the
defensive positions.

Due to this extended frontgge and the terrain, it was necesasary to
‘employ all of the rifle compenies and all of thelr platoons in front
line positions. This left only ‘the few administrative personnel and
cooks in reserve.

The positions were organized in a series of aquad and platoon strong
points.gnd outposts. (see Map D) The gaps between, in some cases over
a hundred yards iﬂ width, were covered by fire and roving patrols,
Mortar, canmon and artillery concentrations were plotted to cover all
of the gaps and dead spaces to the fronte

The heavy machine guns were employed behind the front lines
higher up on the slope of the ridge. These were used to assist in
covering the gaps and as breakthrough -guns or reserves, in case the line
was penetrated. They constituted the defense in depth and eould support
the front line positioﬁa, to some extent, with overhead plunging fire.

(2L) A=l p. 16 °
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The 81-mm mortars v;'ere employed by section on the western alope of
the ridge so as to glve maximum support to the battalion,

_ A1l of thege positions were inherited from the 9th Infantry. They
consisted mostly of one and two~man fox holes, most of them built up
with logs and coversd with dirt. Some squad_'shelters had been con-
structed of logs and covered with dirt. Although the floors were muddy,
they offered some protsection from small #rms fire and the weather. (25)

Activity for the next five days, 11 -~ 15 December, consisted
| primarily.of patrolling to the front and flanks, improving defensive
positions, registering the mortars, and catching wp on administrative
work. Enemy action congisted of sparodie artillery fire and minor patrol
activity. The weather remained cold, wet and foggy. (26) .

During this period the "trench foot! rate increased and many men were
evacuateds This was due primarily to the lack of overshoes. The supply
of overshoes was critical and although the supply personnel did all
in their power to get them, there were not enough for all of the men.
Every time a man was evacuated from the front lines it left an empty fox
hole. .Since theré were no reserves, this increased the gaps in the now
over-extended front line and reduced thie combat efficiency of the units
 as a whole, (27)

During the night of 15 - 16 December enemy activity increased. More
patrols ﬁere observed and there was a definite increase in the scund‘of
moving vehicles in the vicinity of WASCHIED, to the front. The battalion
§ = 2 reported to regiment the movement of enemy convoys along the front
and was eriticized for reporting movement of Uconvoys', he was told
that 'motors" was the correct word, since all that had been héard was
(25) A=~1l

(28) 4-13
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_automo‘bi'\re. engines. (28)

~ ° On the morning of 16 Decéjber at 0530 hours heavy artillery and
mortar fire began to fall all along the front line positions and on
unite well to the rear. This fire continued until 0615 hours, (29)

AL approximately 0800 houfs an estimated company of Germans attacked
the battalion positions in B Company's area. The Germans advanced |
across the open flelds in what appeared to be a column of platoons in line,
with some eiemsnts working their_way up the wooded ridges that Jutted out
to the front. _Riflemen.and-machine guns opened fire, mortar fire was
called for and placed on the wgoded ridges and by approximately 1000 hours
the main attack was stopped.

During this acﬁion several amall patrols succeeded in infiltrating
through B Gompany'sllines. Oné qf thesg of approximately eight or ten '
men, dressed in white snow sults, succeeded in getting within approxi-
mately 100 yards of the Command Fost of Company B before they were either
killai or taken prisoners The company cooks and administrative personnel
were all fighting in defense of the Command Post. It was approximately
1700 hours before_all of these patrols were eliminated - - elther killed
or taken prilsoners

The prisoners were lmmediately sent back to Battallon Headquarters
for processing. One éf the group, an offiger, had a copy of the (erman
attack order.

The attack order was translated, in part, by a German speaking cor-
poral assigned to Battalion Headquarﬁers, and it'was found that this
action was no hinor patrol activity, but part of a large scale offensive,
Rggiment was immediately notified by telephone and the order was sent‘
back by specidl motor.mesaenger, The prisoners were sent back as soon as
posaible,

(28) A-1l, p. 18

(29) A-8
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B Company!s casualties for the.dﬁys action were comparatively
light; five men slightly wounded and one officer killeds The'enemy
lost approximately twenty~five captured, an undetermined number wcundgd
and it was estimated that better than half of the company were killed.

There was no further enemy activity reported in the battallon area
during the remainder of that day and night, however, there was an ine
creagse in the number of "Bugz Bombs" that came flying over. Freviously
there had been only one or two a night. _

The morning of the 17th brought'increésed activity along the entire
front of the 106th Division, At 0800 hours the Germans launched another
attack in the lst Battalion sector, this ﬁime in the sector of C Company.
This attack was similmr to the attack in B Companyt!s sector the day
previously and with the assistance of the battaliont's mprtéra and heavy
machine guns, was repulséd about 1300 hours,

Eight of the men from Company C were wounded and nomé killed.
Approiimately thirty Germans were éaptured and many more killed and wounded.

It was the morning of 17 Decenber when battalion headquarters
first learned of the magnitude of the (erman offensive. On the 16th,
the Germans had attacked in force along the entire division front. 4
large force, reinforced with tanks, had attacked in the LOSHIEM area
to the nor'l'.h. that was thinly held by the llLth Cavalry Group and the
southern flank of the 9%th Infantry. This force had broken through the
defenses and elements were advancing south down the road, from AUW
toward SCHLAUSENBACH, our regimentdl headquarters,

Another large force had broken through the defenses between the h23d

and the Lafbh Infantry to the south and were advancing to the northeast

toward SGHIAUSENBACH and ST, VITH,
The 422d, 423d and part of the L2hth Infantry Regiments were

completely encircled. The 598th Artillery, supporting the 422d, hHad
ol 1 .



taken s térrific beating from the Germen Artillery on the morning of the
16th and was forced to abandon its positions. (30) The regiment's

 supply routes had been cut off and there was no means of resupplying

- food ang ammunition, other thén by Air Drop, This was requested but
never repeived due to weather conditions,

| The Regimental Antitank Company and Cannon Company had taken up

defensive positions north of SCHIAUSENBACH to protect the Regimental
Command Post and try to stop the German advance from the north, Early
in the morming of the 17th the 2d Battalion, on the left of the 1lst Bat-
talion, was pulled back and now was in position to the right of Cannon
Company, facing to the northward generally along the ﬁﬁ@?ESBEBG{HEIGHTB
fron SCHIAUSENBAGE on the 1eft to HILL 636 in the SCHVEE EIFEL on the
right. In i_té hurried mbve, early in the morning, the 2d Babttalion hed
to gbandon 1ts kitchens and duffle bags, there was no transportation
available to move them. (31) |

- This caused a gap between the lst and 2d Battallon running from the
front line position;}_r;ai to the top of the SCHNEE EIFEL. A composite
proviaional'fifle company was formed from e¢lements of the 3d Battalion
on the south, and sent up to £ill gap that now exisﬁed between the lst
and 2d Battalions. A platoon of Company ¢ pulled back from its front
line positions on the left of the battalion and tied in with the
composite .oompan,Y' (See Map_C)

- Around noon German vehicles including ambulances and foot troops
were cbserved from the Battalion Command Post moving down the rosd from
KOBSHEID to SCHIAUSENBACH. A battery of German horse~dram artillery
as observéd going into firing positions in an open field in the vicinity
of KOBSHEID to the rear of the battalion positions. Artillery and cannon
| fire were called for, but there was none to be had,

(30)  A-13
(31) A.-.l, Poe 85



Both units were out of firing positions. An 81-mm mortar, from D Company
was brought back from its position covering the front and set up to

fire to the rear. One round, with aight increments on it was fired at
the artillery battery; but it was never seen when it landed, Ammunition
Was verw low go this was the only round f;red. '

At approximately 1630 hours arﬁillery began to fall around the 1lst
Battalion Command Post. The Commeand Post was in a Germsn pillbox that
" had had some additionsl rooms built of logs and covered with dirt added
to it. One round hit just outside of the addition and blew a hole in
one sides Ome of the logs from the wall crashed inside and stfuck the
3attalion Commander on the back of his head, cfitically‘wounding him, he
died the next day while being evacuateds Regiment was notified ahd the
Battalion Executive Officer was told to take command, One enlisted man
was slightly wounded and the Command Post was set afire.

Since the Germen artillery had fired on the Command Post and elements
of Battalion Headquarters Company that were located nereby, the Command
Post and the elements of Battalioﬁ Headquartefs Company in that vicinity,‘
wore moved to another pillbox approximately five hundred yards to the
sauth, Thié pillbox was occupied by the artillery liaison 6fficer and
| his party. It was verf crowded, and practically every-one spent a
sleepless night. No meals had been served from the kitchen since that
morning. | L

Theres was no further enemy activity in the lst Battalion area for

the remeinder of the night.

THE WITHDRAWAL

At 0900 hours on the 18th, battaljon received orders to send an
officer to regimental headquarters for orders, The § - 3 was sent and re-

turned with word that the regiment was going to withdraw in the direction

16



of SCHONBERG, in an effort t0 break through the German encirclement. The
I. P, was the cross rosds at the old lst Battalion Command Post location
and the mavemen£ was to be down the road to the souths The order of
march was the foot troops of 2d Battalion, Regimental Headquartera, lst
Battalion and 3d Battalion. The time of crossing the I. P. was 1200 hours.
The motors were to move under regimental control hy a different roubte and.
be picked in £he vieinity of Sgﬂpﬁﬁgﬁiklater. This included all com-
munication equipment except the SCR 3008 and SCR 536s, leaving no communi-
cations with regiment,
| Radio or telephone wefe_not to be used to notify the front line
companies of the movement since wirea had been tapped on several occasions
. during the last twenty-four hours. |

The 8 - 3 was immediately sent, by Jeep, to glve the movement orders
to the front line companies. They were to take with them all the
ammunition and food they could earry. Both were in short supply at this
time, since no trucks had been able to get through to the rear for re-
placemanté. We were completeiy 9@9;;91gd by OGerman trooﬁa and armor,

The kitechens and ali othef equipment were to be destroyed with as
1ittle noise as possible and left behind., The heavy weapons were to be
hand carried and the companies were to move out as soon as poasibles The
order to march for the battalion was C, 1 S8ec of D, B, 1 Platoon of D,
Battalion Headquarters, D (=), A and 1 Sec of D. A Company was to
.conatitute the rear guard for the battalion.

At approximately 1200 hours the 2d Babtalion and Regimental Head~
quarters Company started passing the I. P. Due to the distance from the
front line positions of the lst Battalién to the I, P, the troops did not
arrive in time to follow the 2d Battalion, The 2d Battalion and Regimen-
tal Headquarters continued to move, leaving a large gsp where‘the ist

Battalion should have been. As the columm passed the 3d Battalion area
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to the South. The 3d Battalion fell in the column followng the 2d

| Battalion. By the times the 3d Battalion had cleared its assembly area
the 1st Battalion had arrived end fell in behind them, bringing up the
rear., (32)

Once started the movement to the fear wag very slow. There were
frequent stops, to check compass directions and to reconnoiter to the
front for possible enemy positions. There had been no reconnaissance and
the movement was entirsly by 6ompass direction only. The location.of
enemy troops was not known and there was always a possibility of ambush,

Although the column moved only approximately three miles before it
stopped in its assembly area in a small patch of woods Just west of |
OBERLASCHEID, it was getting dark when the lst Battalion closed in its

small sector of the regimental aresa. (33) (See-Wbods 4 ~ Map E)

Jmmediately vpon arrival in the assembly area, the battalion com-
manders were ordered to report to the regimental commgn@_ppst for orders.
Upon arriving at the command post they were”oriehtéd a8 to their present
‘location on their maps and given the location of their final assembly
areas for the attack the nexb morning by the Regimental 5 - 3.

‘The Regimental Commander gave the attack order. The gtrength and
location of the enemy in the vicinity of SCHONBERG was unknown., The
1i23d Infantry Regiment was to attack on the left of the 422d from the
gouth, Their location at this time was not known since contact had been -
logt earlier in the day. | |

The mission was to capbture SCHONBERG and cbntinue the withdrawal to
the west in an effort to break through the Germa encirclement.

The regiment was to attack three battalions abreast, lst on the
right, 2d in the center, and 3d on the left. The 3d Battallon was to try

(32) aA-13
(33) A"l, pt 112



and gain contact with the L23d Infantry on its left.

The dirsction of attack was to be generally northwest until within
approximately 1,000 yards to SCHONBERG, then it was to change direction
and attack to the weste The lst Battalion was to croas.the SCHONBERG -~
.ANDLER road and gttack to the southiwest, Its zone of attabk was ﬂ_ﬂ
bounded on the left by the SCHONBERG - ANDIER road and on the right by |
the AWN RIVER, o |

Iﬁ the event the 3d Battalion was pinched off by the }23d Infantry,
which was attacking from the south, it would follow the 2d Battalion
and be_prépared to atback infeither the lst or 2d Battalions zone.

The battalicns were to move individually cross-country by compass
direction to their final assemble areas which had been designated by
the regimental 8 ~ 3. 1lst Battalion, Woods B, 2d Battalion, Woods C
and 3d Battalion ﬁbods D, and be prepared to launch the ﬁttack at Q700
hours the 19th of December. (See Map §)

At apﬁroximately 1830 hours the lst Battalion started its move
across country by compass direction only to its final assembly arsa in
Woods B, a distance of approximately 1800 yards. (See Map E)

It was rough going cross country with the ground covered with ice
.and snow, Like the regimental march, there had been no reconnaissance
and the direction was by compass only. There were frequent stops to
allow patrols to search the area to the front for any enemy before it
moved, This gave the men a little time for a mich needed reat. fhey ﬁad
been hand carrying their heavy weaponé and all £he ammonition they could
since the march started. Even though they were tired, cold and hungry
their morale was excellent and their spirits high. ‘ _

It was approximately 2400 hours when thé batialion finally closed
in the little patch of woods that was its final assembly area, The

companies were asgigned sectors and each was responsible for its own
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security, tying-in with unlts on their right and left. Since this
pateh of woods was so small, hardly large enough for a company to dis-
perse in, much less a battalion, there was Fo diffieulty in coordinating
the security. There were no fox holes and the men wers too tired to dig
so they slegh on the top of the ground. The area was so small that there
wag little room for dispefsion and the men were bunched up. a9
The 2d Battalion ﬁad closed in its final assembly area 1in Wpodﬂ B (J '
(See Map E) and was contacted by a patrol from the lst Battalion, there
was no communication between battalions or from battalions to regiment, .
The battallong were on thelr own. _ _
The battalion attack order was given at approximately 0045 ‘hours.
The battalion would attack SCHONBERG from its present position in
Woods B, its area of deperture, at 0730 hours on 19 December, seize that
part of SCHONBERG in its gone and conbinue the attack to.the south toward
ST._?;TH. The attack was to be in a column of companies in the following
.Srﬁenzg C Company with a section of machine guns from D, B Company with
a section of machine guns from D, Battalion Headquarters, D (=) and A
Company would bring up the rear. Cémpany’ﬁ was to furnish a patrol for
protection of the right flank, which was exposed. The direction of the
attack was tobe to the nortﬂéa;t until thg leading elements crossed
the SCHONBERG -~ AUW ROAD and then aoutﬁ;asf toward SCHONBERG. After
. crogsing the road, the battalion zone was bounded on the left by the
SCHONBERG = AUW ROAD and the AUN RIVER on the right, The 2d Battalion
was to be on the left., The men were cautionéd to use gparingly the
little water and foo@ that they had, tﬁoaé that had it, as there was no
more to be had at thiz time,
At 0700 hours on the 19th a messenger was sent to contact the 2d
Battalion to see if it was ready to start the attack at 0730 hours, The

messenger returned atating that the 2d was ready.
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At 0730 hours, C Company moved out of the woods leading the
attack, Ite leading elements had advanced approximately LOO yards when
it was pinned down by machine gun and rifle fire from a house approxi-
mately 150.yarda to its right flank. The section of machine guns from
D Company were set up in the edge of Woods B and opened fire on the
houses The enemy fire stopped and approximately a dozen German soidiers
ran from the house and disappeared over a ridge to its rear. G_dompany
then continued its advance.

The 2d Battalion on the left started 1lts advance on time and moved
up an open draw to its front., This draw was fairly deep and offered
good cover from the flanks. They had not received any enemy fire
during their advance and by the time C Company had resumed its advance
the 2d Battalion had c¢leared the "SKYIJNE-DRIVE“, a road running north-.
east from RADSCHEID. (See Map E)

By tﬂis ti#émfhe leading elements of C Company had crossed the road
and made contact with the‘Ed Battalion in a draw on the other Eidef c
Company Commander, using his SCR "'3100,- reported to the lst Battalion
Commander that he had made contact with the 2d Bgttalion and was con-
tinuiég the advance. | | |

- The last elements of C Coﬁpany had just left the assembly area when
four German tanks came rolling down "SKYLINE DRIVE" on the right flank
and opened fire on the remeinder of the 1st Battalion in Woods B,

(See Map E)

The men in the woods did not have any fox holes and as stated
before were bunched close together becauée of the small area of the woods
that was the final assembly area. bue to this situation it was belleved
that there would be many unnecessary casuaitias if the battallon remained
in the woods, under fire from the tankg so it was decided to withdraw

to the rear and try to advance up the draw that the 2d Battalion had used.
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(Seé Map E) This'offered good cover and concealment from the flanks
and more room for dispersion.

The battalion, less { Company, withdrew and started to advance
up the draw. The leading elements had just grossed MSKYLINE DRIVE! when
tanks moved up from the resr and opened fire. The battalion was pinned
down out in the open, but dispersed. The tanks that were on the right
flank moved down the road and opened fire from the right flank, There
were some foot troops with the tanks at this time and they were firing
madhine.piatols and rifles, A section of heavy machine guns from D
Company was set up and started firing on the foot troops. They fired
for about thirty seconds before they were knocked out by 88s from the
tanks. A rockebt launcher team with its two rounds of ammunition, that
was all 1t had tried to get in a position to fire but was knocked out of
action by the tanks. The riflemen were returning all the fire they
could, but rifle fire cannot stop tanks, This fire continued for about
twenty minuﬁes, causing many casualties and would have continued until
the entire battalion was wiped out if someone had not waved a white
.handkerchief and started walking toward the tanks. The firing slowed dowh
and other men joined the white flag. During this lull in the tank fire
some of the men and the Battalion Commander and his staff made & run
over SKYLINE DRIVE and escaped, only to be captured two days later whils
with remnants of several other units, they were defending another small
patch of woods. The remainder of the battalion was either killed or
capiured.

This brought to a conclusion the actions of the lst Battalion, 422d
Infantry Regiment, in the "Battle of the Bulge." (3h4)

In suwmmary, the 1lst Battalion, 4224 Infantfy, fresh from the States
and with no combat experience, took over a defensive sector of

approximately 3,500 yards along rugged terrain in adverse weather
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- (34) a-13



conditions and held it against two major attacks. It withdrew only on
orders from higher hesdquarters and made a aucceéaful day and night
march of approximately six miles cross country, by compass direction
only, hand carrying its weapons, and started an:attack on the eity of:
SCHONBERG.

Although the battalion failed in its attack and was, either desiroy-
ed or captured, it is belleved that its actions during the entire time
it was committed in the front lines assisted in slowing down the largest
Gerﬁan offensive during the entire period of the war.

This action caused the Germens to commit forces and expend ammuni-
tion and materiel which otherwise could have been uvsed in his main
attack toward the east. (35) |

Lisutenant General Courtney H. Hodges, First Aymy Gomménder; gaid
of the 106thts-stand: |

WNo troops in the world, disposed as your division had to be,
could have withstood the impact of the German attack which had.its
gregtest weilght in your sector. Please.tell these men for me what

a grand job they did. By the delay they effected, they definitely

upset von Rundstedtts time table.t (36)

(35) A=13
(36) A“lhp Pe 9
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ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM

1. SUPPLY

There wag a shortage in supply of many items of elothing but the.
shortage of overshoes caused many men of the battalion to have to be
evacuated to the rear because of Trench Foot. These ments feet had been
wet practically ever since they landed on the continent.. There had been
continuous rain and snow while the battalion was making its four day
motor march across FRANCE and BELGIUM to its defensivé positions in the
SCHNEE BIFFEL. The men had had no opportunity.to dry their clothing or
feet,

Due to the extended front occupied by the battalion in its defensive
positions, it was neceésary that every man poasible 59 used in occupying
front line positions. When menwere evacuated it left empty fox holes
and extended gaps in the lines, weakening the defense as a whole. |
During the %ime the battalion occupied iits defensive sector more men
were evacuated for trench foot than for any other cause. It is
believed that if they had been properly supplied with overshoes that

| the trench foot rate would have been greatly reduced.

2. DEFENSE OF AN OVER-EXTENDED FRONT

| Although the battallon was defending an over-extended front of
approximately 3,500 yarde and had no artillery support, it success-
fully repulsed two major attacks by German foot troops. This success
was due primarily to the organization of the defensive positions. These
positions were organized in a series of mutually supporting strong points
on commanding terrain with good cover, concealment and fields of fire
to the front. The gaps between these positions were covered with
mutually supporting rifle fire, machine gun and m6rtar fire and roving
patrols, Although several enemy patrols infiltréted through the ﬁront

line positions during these attacks and advanced_almost to the company
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command posts, they were either killed or captured by the company
administrative personnel. and coﬁks. 3ince there were no reserves, the |\
companies had a well Organized plan for the defense of the command

post.

3. THE WITHDRAWAL

The battalion received orders at 0950 hours to withdraw from its
present positions and follow the 2d Battalion in a regimental move to
the rear. The IP was the c¢ross road at the old 1st Battalion Command
Pogt and the time for crossing was 1200 hdura. Neither telephone nor
radlo was to be used tonotify the front line companiés of the withdrawal.
Since the battalion was in defensive positions along & 3,500 yard front
about a mile from the JP and a special messenger had to be sent to esach
front line GOmpany.to give the order, it was practically ilmpossible for
1t to assemble and pass the TP on time. The battalion was late crossing
the IP and the 2d Battalion moved on. This left a gep in the colum of
several  hundred yards, This caused no serious consequencies in this
move but had the enemy been in close persuit of the 2d Battalion, which
it was capable of doing at this time, it could have cut the 1st -
Battalion off from the main body, leaving it without any support whaﬁso-
avers

lie RECONNAISSANCE

In both the regimental move to its assernble area and the 1lst
Battalions move to its final asgembly area from the regimental area,
no ground reconnaissance was made for routes or suitable aggembly
areas. This led to a slow march cross country by compass, stopping
often to check direction and recomoiter to the front. This slow march
and the stopping and startlng caused undue fatigﬁe to the personnel and
the column to bunch up. DBoth £he regimental assembly area and the lst
Battalion final asgembly area were inadequate for the proper dispersion

of the troops, These areas had been selected from a map. Due to the
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inadequacy of the lst Battalion's final assembly area it had to
withdraw when attacked by tanks and was later encircled by tanks out
in the open and completely annahialated, elther destroyed or captured.

5. HAND CARRIED HEAVY WEAPONS

The order for the withdrawal was that weapons and all ammunition
possible would be hand carried. The machine guns and mortars of the
rifle companies and the heavy weapons company were hand carried crogs-—
coantry over rough terrain coversed with ice and snow, for a distance of
approximately gix miles., It was well afﬁer midnight when the troops
clogsed in the battalion final agsembly area after £his long march with
no hot food since early morning. Although these men were tired, wet
and hungry they were up early and without any breakfast, were ready to
launch an attack on SCHONBERG, 2s ordereds Many did not live to tell
thelr story, they are to be commended. |

6 COMMUNICATIONS

When the battalion w%g/grderéd to withdraw from its defensive
positlons and send its'é%ﬁéggg ahead under regimental control, it lost
its radio communication with regiment and the other battalions. After
the battalion had received its attack order and moved from the regimental
agsembly area, it was on its own. It had no communications with regiment
other than foot messenger and when the regimental c;mmandfpost moved
forward its location was not known to the battalion. In this particular
situation there was no alternative.and it is doubtful whether or not
communications would have changed the outcoms of the attack; since there
was no support to-call fof, neither troops, tanks, or artillsry, How=
ever, it is a point to be considered and remembered that communications

in the attack 1s a necessity if you are to adcomplish your mission,

7o INFANTRY AGAINST TANKS

Tanks caused the complete destruction of the lst Battalion. When
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tanks appeared on the'right flank of the battalion and opened fire on

its assembly area as it was starting its attack on SCHONBERG, there

was no alternative but to withdraw from the woods to aveid wnnecessary
casualiies. The.assembly area wWas 80 small there was not enough room
for dispersion of the troops and thers were no fox holes. After the men
had withdrawn from the woods and started to advance wp a draw that
offered protection from the flanks, more tanks came up from the rear

-and opened fire on the battaiion, pinning it down. There was one man with
a rocket launcher and two rounds of ammunition who sfarted ount to try and
_get one of the taks but the tanks got him first. Macﬁine guns and rifle-
men opened fire but this fire had no effect on the tanks; This attack
by the tanks ended the operations of the lst Battalion, it was either

destroyed or captured,

LESSONS

1. In operatlons that require men tc spend long hours in rain,
gnow and mud, it is 1mperat1ve that proper footgear be provided for
‘protection against these elemants to obtain the maximum combat efficliency
of any unit.

2e OVer extended defenszve positions of a battalion without artillery
support can bhe successfully defended ag;:;at major attacks by foot
trOOps, by taking advantage of positions that offer good cover, con-
_caglmggﬁngnd_flngs:of fire and by coordinating the fires of the battalion
heévy.machine_guna and mortars to cover the gaps between defsnaive
positions, | ;

3« In giving orders for a move of any type and a time for crossing’ f
"a IP it is imperative that consideration be given to the time it would.
take all elements of the unit to prepare to move and the distance it has to
: to cross the IP on time. | | |
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. In all movements of troops to final assembly areas a thorough
reconnaissance should be made of both the route and the assembly area tod
determine the best route and the adequaqy of the asoombly ares.

5 Heavy'weapons, machlne gans and mortara, can be hand oarried
over’ roughhgorraln for a distanoe up to six mlles in an emergency.

6. In an attack communications w1th higher headquarters is im-
perative if the mission is to be aocomplished. |

Te Infantry alone oannot flght tanks with no antitank weapons and

expect to win the battle.

29



