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THE OFERATIONS O THE 2D BATTALION, 3LTH INFANTRY
(2LTH INFAKTRY DIVISION) AT HOLIAKDIA, DUTCH NEW
GUINEA, 22 AFRIL -~ 2 MAY 194k
(NEW GUINEA CANMFAIGN)
(Personal Experience of a Battalion Operations Officer)

ORIENTATION

INTRODUCTICH

This monograph covers the operations of the 2d Battalion, 3Lth
Infantry, 2Lth US Division at HOLLAWDIA, DUTCH NEW GUINEA, 22 April -
2 Nay 19Lh.

In order to orient the reader, it will be necessary to discuss brief-
1y the major events which led up tc this action.

Iﬁ was early in 1942 when Japanese forces in the Pacific reached
out like a gilant octopus to engulf islands leading to the very doorstep
of AISTRALIA. With fhe meager Australian forces which were not committed
against the Germans in NORTH AFRICA, and with the handful of men who
were able t0 escape the Japanese onslaught to the then questionable safe-
ty of AUSTRALIA, General Douglas MacArthur formed the SRISBANE LINE in
eastern AUSTRALIA. General EacArthur's defense plan envisaged the giving
up of the northern halif of AUSTRALIA (in the event the Japanese continued
their expansion soutiward) in favor of defending at the BRISBLNE LINE
the more populated and economically valuable southern half of AUSTRALIA.
(1)

Miraculously, the Japanese did not attempt a full scale invasion
of AUSTRALIA, and in late 1942, General MacArthur's small force, supple-
mented by the American 32d and Lilst Infantry Divisions, began the first

leg of the long road back,

(1) A-18, p. 22 and Personal knowledge



The turkey-shaped island of Wi INEA (the second largest in the
world) constituted the first stepping stone along the arduous way, and
the Japanese were determined to retain this newly won, prized possession.
(2) The carly attempts by the Allies to gain a foot hold were successful
but costly indeed, and by April 194, after slow and bitter fighting,
bur troops had trudged only as far as SAIDO. (See Map 4)

In the latter part of 1943, control of western NZ# BRITAIN and of
VITIAZ STHAIT, the strategically important strip of water connecting
NZW BRITAIN and NZw GUINEA, was assured by successful landings at ARAVE

1
by the 112th Cavalry Regiment, and at CAFE GLOUCESTER by the 1st Liarine

Division. (See ¥ap 4) (3)

In February and March, 194k, the American 1st Cavalry Division secured
the ADMIZALTY ISLANDS, some two hindred miles north and sast of NEW

GUINEA. (See Nap 4) (4)

THE GENERAL SITUSTION

By 194k the Americans were beginning to accumulate considerable
naval strength in the PACIFIC, and General Macirthur, dissatisfied with
the tempo of his advance in NEW (UINEA, felt that his forces could, if
adequately supported 5y carrier based fighter aircraft, leapfrog several
hundred miles to HOLLANDIA in DUTCH NEWW GUINEA, thus advancing his time
schedule by some six months. (See Map A) (5) EOLLANDIA was known to be
a large depot from which Japanese troops down the =i GUINEA COAST re-
ceived logistical support and its occupation by‘Américan forces would

not only eul the enemy's supply line, but would give us sufficient air

(2) A—ID, Fe S
(3) A"15’ p- 32
(k)  A-17, p. 7
(5)  4-15, p. 33




.

and naval bases from which to control allof northeastern NEW GUINEA.
The plan wag subsequently approved by the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and a
portion of the PACIFIC Fleet was loaned to General Yac Arthurts Command
for a limited period. _

The Japanese had developed WEYAK (only 175 miles from the Allied lines
at SAIDUH) into a base of tremendous importance, and they calculated that
it would bear the brunt of the next Allied attack. To lend support to
this theory, Allied reconnaissance planes made freguent sorties over the
area, and Fifth Air Force bombers subjected the base to daily poundings.
In order to reinforce their forces at WENAK, the Japanese withdrew three
thousand of their Marine troops from the HOLLANDIA area. (See Map 4) (6)

The coastline in the HOLIANDIA area of DUTCH NEW GUINEA is indented
by HUMBOLDT and TANARMERAH BAYS which lie about twenty-five miles
apaft. The CYCLOFS KOUNTAINS, which soar to a height of seven thousand
feet, dominate the terrain between the two. Iying south of the mountains
is Lake SENTANI, an irregular body of fresh water about 15 1/2 milcs
long. ©On the northern shore. of the lake, between it and the CICIO¥S, is
a large plain wiich the Japs had developed into three excellent air
fields. (See Yap B}

There are two roules of zpproach to the Lake SENTANI PLATH from
the sea. One begins on the west at TANAHVERAH BAY, and the other at
HULBOLDT BAY on the east.. Both routes proceed over siteep trails and through
many defiles. Beaches at the start of the arproaches are narrow, backed
by mangrove swamps, and easily defensible from hiils to their rear and
flanks.

The temperature in NOW QUINEA rarcly rises above 95° in the shade or

sinks below 720, although there have been readings as high as 125O to 135°

(6) A=5, 1. 27
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in the sun. (7) The rainfall usually comes in short torrential
downpours, followed by clear skies,

EZstimates of enemy strength were based primarily on air reconnais-
sance, radio intercept, and reports from former Dutch and native residents
of the area., These socurces indicated that within the HOLLANDIA area
were two regiments of infantry and one regiment of marines. (8) Enemy
morale was thought to be high since the Emperort's forces still dominated
most of the southwest PACIFIC; and only in certain restricted localities
was their rule even challenged. Their supply lines from the FHILIFFPINES
were still open, and their depots were well stocked with miltitudinous
types of supply. They could be expected, as evidenced by previous engage-
ments, to defend HOLIANDIA with tenacity.

The HOLLiWDIA task force, which was given the code name "Reckless,"
was built around I GCorps and was commanded.by Lieutenant Qeneral Robert
L. Eickelberger. _It consisted of the 2Lth Infantry Division and the
Llst Infantry Division (less one regimental combat team), reinforced by
tanks, artiliery and other units. The total strength of the force was
37,500 combat troops and 18,000 service troops. (9)

The first objective was the capture of the CYCLOPS, SENTANI, and
HOLIANDIA airdromes, and to accomplish this, elements of the hlst Divi-
sion would land on HUYROLDT BAY and press inland, while elements of the
2lith Division would land at TANAEMIRAY BAY and seek a trail through the
mountaing in order to converge on the airdromes from two sides. (10)

The 24th Division's landing points were designated RED BEACHES Nume

L J
bers 1 and 2. The first battalion of the 21st Infantry was to land on

(7) A-10, p. 29
(8) A-ls, Pe 66
(9) A-15, p. 65
(10) A-15, p. 65



RED BZACH Number 1, which was located at the southern end éf DEFAFRE
BAY., Two battalions of the 1%th Infantry and the remaining two batta-
lions of the 21st Infantry were to land on RED BEACH Number 2, which was
situated on the east central shore of TANAHMERAH BAY. One battalion of
the 19th Infantry was to remain afloat as division reserve. (See Map C)
The 3L4th Infantry Regiment, a part of the 2Lth Infantry Division,
was designated Corps reserve, and was to be prepared to land on Dlplus
2. (11)
The Llet Division in HUNMBOLDT BAY was to land on WHITE BEACHES Numbers
1, 2, 3, and L. Elements of the 162d Infantry were to land on WHITE
BEACHES 1 and 2 with the primary mission of capturing HOLIANDIA town, while
the 186th Infantry was to land on WHITE BEACHES 1, 2, and 3 with £he
migsion of capturing the airdromes as quickly as possitle. The exact
location of WHITE BEACH L was to be determined after the initial landing
on WHITE BEACH 3. (See Lap D) (12)
Another task force, designated as“Persecutioﬁland commanded by
YMajor General Jens A. Doe, was to make a simultanecus landing at AITAFE,
some eighty miles southeast of HOLLANDIA. This force consisted of the
163d Infantry Regiment of the Llst Infantry Division, and elements of the

32d Infantry Division. (13)

DISPOSITIONS AND FIANS OF THE 34TH INFANTRY

Beginning 19 April at GOODENOUGH ISLAND, just off the southern tip
of NEW GUINEA, the 3hth Infantry loaded each of its battalion landing
teams on separate naval transports, The regiment, as Corps Reserve, would in
all probability be committed in the 2Lth Divisiont!s sector, since the main
(ll) A‘IS: Pe 70

(12) A-1L4, p. B2
(13) A-1lkL, p. 89



effort was to be at TANVAINERAH 3AY; but it was, nevertheless, to be
crepered to land at elther HTB0LDT on TANARWERAY BAYS. Definite
missions or objectives were to be assigned by the Corps Commander after

he had been able to determine the success of the initial landings. (1L)

THZ BATTALICH SITUATION

The 24 Battalion, having had extensive amphibious training on the
beaches in HA¥AIIL, at The Amphibious Training Center near NEWCASTIE in
AUSTRALIA, and on the beaches at GOUDENGTIGH ISImﬁB, felt thot it was
sulficiently prepared for any task which lzy ahead. In addition, during
the ten days prior to embarkation on CGOCDEHOUZE ISLIM, the rifle companies
of the batizlion were rotated on FUigUsCy and NOEMATDY ISLANDS (in the
DT IITHECASTEAUX Group) for landing exercises on beaches wihiich resembled
those in the HOLLAINIA area. In rear oi the beaches was dense junsle

terrain, a replica of that revealed by HOLLANDIA Aerial photographs.

(See Iap A4)

The Eeavy Yeapons Congany personnel would normally be attached to
the rifle companies during the trairing excrcises on nearby islands. The
battalion Intelligence Section, the Commanications, Antitank, and Ammuni-
ticn and Floneer Flatoons were undergoing intensive troining on GUCD-
PEOTCH durdng most of the dsylizht hours.

During this ten day period, the battalion stalf was given the infor-
maticn neceséary Lo nrepare loading plans and landing dizgrems; but, in
the interest of security, the stalf members were rnot Told tha final
destination, and all sand tables, charts, maps, and aerial photographs
were vold of place names, This information was rot given until all units
were aboard ship.

(14)  Statement of Colenel william Jenna, then Regimental Cormander
of 3Lth Infantry, on 18 April 194k
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The Battalion received approximately seventy-five replacements one
week before embarkation, and these ren participated in the final land-
ing exercises with their new units. They had sll received their basic
training at Camp Croft, South Carolina, all were teen-agers, and all
quickly adjusted to the battalion routine. The morale of the unit was
exceptionally high, Most of the members of the battalion had seen the
smoking, twisted wreckage left by the Japs at PEARL HARBOR, and were
anxious to settle a score,

ttached to the Battalion as interpreters for the coming operation
were two Javanese boys, known to us simply as Chris and Charlie., They
had fought for a year with guerrillas against the Japanese on DUTCH
TIMOR, and were evacuated to AUSTRALTA on a Dutch destroyer. Among their
many capabilities was the ability to speak seven variations of the
Yalayan langnage. (15)

The days were long and hot, and the occasional thundershowers, rather
than interferring with training, only served to cool the perspiring
bodies, It was dangerons to bivouac on the white sand bank; of any nearby
stream for the stream itself, following one of the tropical thunder-
showers, might be a mere trickle one minute and a flood of water the next.
Several men of the battalion learned this by bitter experience when most
of their equipment was washed away.

Malaria was known to have infected whole units in the early days of
the PACIFIC war, and by concentrafing on its malaria discipline, the
battalion was able to exhibit an enviable record as far as its malaria
casualtics were concerned., Atabrine was consumed daily by individuals,
and specially trained anti-malaria squads functioned in each company. The

Battalion Surgeon was particularly interested in the program, and was

(15)  Fersonal inowledge




constantly seeking ways of reducing the cause and efiect of this tropi-

cal menace.

THE BATTALION FLAW OF EMrLOYMENT

The battalion staff and Company Commanders were informed by the
Regimental Commander, Colonel William W. Jenna, that the regiment would
initially be in Corps Reserve, prepared to land on D plus 2 and operate
in either the 2Lth Division or the Llst Divisionts Area. The Battalion
itself might operate with the‘regimﬁnt as a combat team or separately
as a battalion landing team. It was possible that a portion of the
regiment would operate with the 2Lth Division and a portion with the
klst Division. Flexibility was to be the keynote of the Corps Reserve.

The officers were given ample opportunity ito examine the sand tables
and aerial photographs which portrayed the HOLLANﬁIA area. The terrain
in the two division areas was similar: large, deep water bays, capable
of anchoring the large troop and supply ships, white sand beaches with
dense jungle uncdergrowth immediately in rear, and infrequent trails or
tracks leading into the mountains beyond.

Each battalion was to ve loaded with its equipment.on 2 separate
troop ship to facilitate employment in accordance with the Corps

Corrmander's plana

FINAL PREFPARATIONS

The Battallon Commander, Lieutenant Colonel James F. Pearsall,
preferred to prescribe what rations and equipment the men of his battalion
landing team would carry into combat, but a specific list of items was
sent down by regiment with an added note to the effeect that showdowm
inspections would be held prior to embarkation to insure that each man
had the prescribed eéuipment. The ligt included far toc many items, but

hegiment was adamant and turned a deaf ear to the Battalion Commander's

10




protests. The individual soldier had his pack loaded with his Jjungle
hammock, blanxet, raincoat, change of shoes, socks, toilet articles, mess
kit, intrenching tocl, and six cans of type "Ct ration. This, of course,
was in addition to his gas mask, rifle, full belt of ammunition, two
extra bandoleers of ammunition, and steel helmet, The mortar ammunition
bearers were hardest hit since they carried a full vest of shells on top
of 411 this. Iater, when descending on the ship's carge nets, the
bundlesome type life preserver wios mounted around this mass of equipment.
(16)

The loading began in the early afternoon of 19 April, and proceeded
smoothly despite a few last minute changes in the billeting and stowage
plans. The docks at GOODENOUGH are limited, and the battalion personnel
vwas shuttled out to the naval trensport which was 1ying at anchor some
five hundred yards out. By late afternoon, the loading was completed and
the Battalién hzd the evening meal aboard ship.

Once aboard, a volume of informaticn in the form of maps, aerial
photographs, and terrain studies — including place names - was distributed
as far down as the platoon level. The terrain studies, compiled mostly
by former residents of the HOLLAKDIA area, included such minute things
as the names of the plantation owners, the number of buildings, COWS,
sheep, and rmules on the plantations, and even the depths of the fresh water
wells. There was a wealth of information about the HOLLANDIA tides and
phases of the moon. It was felt by the members of the Batitalion Staff
that our inteliigence forces had done a remarkable job in assembling this
vast amount of material, and each person aboard had four days in which to

digest it.
(16) Personal knowledge
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HAZRATIOH

THE L&NDING O D FLUS 2

On the morning oi 22 April, as the D plus 2 Convoy headed west
Irom ILJII:J I50AED in the ADNIRALTIES toward HOLLATDIA, the assault elements
of the 2lith and Llst Divisions touched ground or HUIBOILDT and TANAHIHRAH
3aYS.  (17)

The landings by elements ol the 24Lth Division on‘REQ BLACE 2 in
TARAINERAE 3AY were surprisingly and happily enough unopposed, but there
were difficulties ahead which had not been foreseen on the aerial photo-
graphs., 3HED BEACH 2 was only thirly yvards deep and was backed by a
swamp through which only infantrymen btearing small arus couid passe. Also
it was discovered thzt there was no road comnzeting RID BEACH 2 with RED
BEACH 1, and construction of a road between the twe scon proved impractic-
atle, This was especially serious since the only trail to the airdromes
began at DEPAFRL on RED BEACH 1, and there wag now no overland route for
the transport of ZED BEACH 2 suprlies to RED BEACH 1. (18)

The Llzt Division back at HUMBOLD® BAY was meeting with unexpected
suceess, 5o the Corps Commander reached a decision making the HUMBOLDT
BaY area the principal Corps landing point, and changing the emphasis of
the attacic to the Llst Divisionts drive inland. The D plus 2 Convoy was
directed to HUW30ILDT BLY. (19) _ -

On the morning of D plus 2, as the ships bearing the Corps Reserve
aprroached HUMBOLDT BAY, there counld be seen bright i{lashes in the sky,
and a huge fire appearsd to be razing in the vicinity of #ITTo DEACH 2.
Latzr it was learned that during the nignt of 22 April, one lone Japanese

plane had dropped four bombs, one of which fell squarely ir the middle of

=]
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an abandoned Jap ammunition dump. A tremendous fire swept up the beach
for a mile, gobbling up much of the American food, ammunition and supplies
on WHITE 3EiCH 2. This placed the men of the task force on hall rations,
and they were ordered to expend only the necessary'amouﬁts of ammmition.
(20)

About 0500 hours (D plus 2), the 2d Battalion Commander, while still
aboard ship, received a radio messaze from the Regimentsl Commander to
the effect that the 2d Battalion was attached to the llst Division and
would proceed as soon as possivle to FIL, where contact would be made with
the Division Commander. (3ee Mep D), The Battalion Commander and the
Battalion 5-3 placed themselves in the first wave of boats going ashore
in order that the Division Commander's plan for the employwent of the 2d
Battalion could be ascertzined as quickly as possible. The Iirst wave
lznded at P about 0730 hours.

Tmrediately in rear of the landing site at FIM the terrain rises
sbruptly, and it was a long pull to the top of ILEIMOK HILL which over-
looks all of JAUT:FA and HUEROLDT BAYS. Along the way the Battalion
Comeander and S-3 constantly inquired as to the location of the Llst Divi-
sion Comnand Fost, but no one seemed able to give a positive locaticn.
Finally, at the top of the hill, a Llst Division staff officer was
located who stated that it was back on WHITE BiiCH 3. This necessitated
a quick trip back te FII to head off the remainier of the Battalion
troops who were on the way to the FIN JETTY, and the reloading of the
troops who wiere alrsady ashoree. Thisreshufiling of troops was time
consuming, snd 1t swas about 1000 hours before the Division Commander, Major
Generzl Horace Fuller, was located.

General Fuller oriented the Battalion Comander and 5-3 as to the

(20)  A-1lL, p. 80O
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situation, and directed the Battalion teo move eastward to HOLLEKANG

to serve as left flank security for the Division. (See Kap E) The

Ist Battalion, 3Lth Infantry, was directed to assist in the unloading of
supplies which had been diverted from WIITE BEACHES 1 and 2 after the
bombing. The 3d Battalion, 3Lth Infantry, was to follow the advance of

the 186th Infantry toward the air fields.

THE MOVLE TO HOLLEZANG

After a hasty meal of type "C" ration, the 24 Battalion moved east-~

ward along the crescent-shaped beach in the order E, ¥, Headquarters,

R, and G. The sand on and near the wide beach was deep, and the going

was slow for the overloaded troops. No enemy troop were encountered
along the way, and it was mid-afternoon when the Battalihn closed on
HOLLEKANG., The Battzlion Comnander bromptly divided the area into sectors
and directed that a perimetsr type defense be formed, with each of the
rifle companies on the Quter verimeter. The left portion of the peri-
meter was anchored to the LABD RIVER and the rear portion to ENMBOLDT BAY.
The outer portion of the perimeter on the south was thrust forward to the
edge of dense jungle undergrowth. Several large grass huts on stilts
pordered this southern edge of the perimceter, and men of the rifle companies
were placed underneath in fox holes which gave them some protection from
the elements without materially restricting their fislds of fire. All

men were placed in pairs in V type fox holes which permitted, in quiet
morents, one man to rest while the other was watchful,

As the F Company Commander was dividing his sector into platoon areas,
he discovered in one of the smaller grass huts a Jap soldier, pfetending
to be dead, rolled up in a blanket. The Compzny Cormander, detecting a
slight twitching of the eyelashes, placed his carbine barrel against the

Jap's head, and immediately he sprang to his knees pleading for mercy.

1



{ur interpreters, Chris and Charlie, determined that he had been left by

-

his comrades when they fled to the hills during the naval bombardment.
The prisoner was placed under guard and ;ent via jeep to the Division P¥
enclosure on WHITE ZEACH 3.

The men of E Company discovered two dead Japanese near the IAHO
%IVER as they prepared their sector for defense., They had apparently been
hit during the pre-invasion bombardment.

The first night at HOLLEKANG was a memorable one. Being in combatb
for the first time, and finding the Japanese within the perimeter during
the afternoon, set the men on edge. There was grenade throwing and rifle
firing at the slightest rustle of a bush, especially on the outer peri-
meter which bordered the jungle. The following morning the Battalion
Commander instructed the men of the Battalion to use only their bayonets
and machetes at night, with no rifle firing or grenude throwing except in
the event of a Japanese attack in force,

Extensive petrolling was directed by the Battalion Commander for D
plus 3. Xach rifle company furnished four patrols, consisting of z rifle

squad each, and the routes were coordinated by the Battalion 5-3. The

reconnoiter both banks of the LAEO RIVER for a distance of approximately
two miles, and the G Company patrols reconnoiter south to the vicinity
of ZOYA. (See Map &)

About midday, one of the patrolling squads from Company L reported
the location of a large Japanese supply dump on the western shore of the
DJAR FENINSULA. It was found to contain an abundance of communications
equipment and dozens of soft, white blankets, apparently the type used
by the Japanese Navy since each blanket had a large blue anchor super-
imposed in the center. In addition there were great quantities of food,

mostly rice and canned shrimp and crabmeat. Dirty breakfast dishes gzave

15



evidence of a hasty retreat by a half dozen Japanese, (21)
The remainder of the Battalion ratrols searched diligently, but
reported no enemy contacts. lutually supporting log pillboxes were found

abandoned on the trails leadinz south from HOLLEKANG,

RESCVE OF TEE KIS3IONARIES

LY

Late in the afternoon or D plus 3, two lean, white men in torn
civilian clothes apreared at the battsalion command post. Apparently no
one had noticed their entry into the battalion area, since they were alone
when they introduced themselves to the battalion staff. They stated that
they were migsionaries*who had been prisoners of the Japanese for two
years; and that the remainder of their group (some one hundred and twenty-
three in number, including women and children) were abandoned by the
Japs south of HOLLEKANG near the village of GOYA. They claimed that
twenty-one of the group were so weak that they would have to be carried
out of the area on litters. After a lengthy conversation with the two,
the Battalion Commander determined to send, on the following morming,
the necessary men to return the grour: to HOLLENKANG.

Barly on the morn'ng of D plus L, with the two missionaries as guides,
the party set out for GOYA. One rifle company furnished security for the
group, while ahother rifle company, freely interspersed with battalion aid
meﬁ, was eguipped to evacuate them,

The route to GOYA led over trails where the mud, due to occasional
tropical thunderstorms, was frequently ankle deep. ohen the party arrived
at the missionary encampment, the situation was just as had been described
by the guides. The missionary groﬁp had-apparently placed much confidence

in their two representatives who were ‘sent to contact the Americans for

they had packed their belongings into bags which could be strapped to

(24) Personal ¥nowledge
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backs, and were ready to move out. The litter patients were loaded, and
the group began the tortuous trip back down the muddy trail. The litter
bearers had to be rotated frequently to prevent heat exhaustion, and it
was fortunate that the Battalion Commander had an entire company of men
to call upon. lany of the women had hupe packs upon their backs and the
soldiers offered help in carrying theﬁ, but, to a person, they refused.

It was late afternoon when the group returned to the battalion area,
and when the missionaries realized that at long last they were safe and
in due time would be transported back to civilization, tears began roll-
ing down their cheeks. The battalion had been on half rations for
several meals due to the burning of the Americun dump oh WHITHE BIZACE 2,
but each man was eager to share what remained with the missionaries. (22)

The group, composed of UNITED STATES, Gé;;mN, POLISH, CZECHOSLOVAKIAN,
AUSTRALIAN, and SWISS missionaries, had, in 1942, been stationed down the
NEN GUINEA CCAST in the vicinity of FINSCHIAFEN. Prior to each American
and Australian advance up the Coast, the Japs would move them back to a
position of relative safety where they were recguired to serve the
Japanese. They were permitted to raise food in small gardens, but were
moved to a new location prior to harvesting time. When the Zroupr was
moved from WEWAK to HOLLANDIA, the ship on.which they were being trans-
ported was attacked by American planes, and the Captain of the ship, re-
fusing to let it be known that women and children were aboard, crowded
the group into a small compartment Just be]ow*deck, where seventy of them
were killed, (23)

A medical missionary, Dr. Theodore Braun of HOSMIR, SOUTE DAKOTA,
displayed a meager bag of iﬁstruments with which he had performed
(22)  Personal knowledge

(23) Statement of Sister Antonia (ary Ruhall of Effingham, Illinois)
on 25 april 194
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ineredible oparations. TWhen the leg of Father Ney, & German missionary,
had become gangrenous, Dir, 3raun sawed through the bone with a carpenter's
saw after the Japs refused him proper instruments. Iost of the mission-
aries, due to the lack of food and medicines, suffcred from malaria,
dysentery, and beriberi. (24)

Througheut the night, the Battalion Surgecn, Captain Donald Cameron,
snd his aid men ministered to the sick, The follcwing morning, D plus 5,
the group was lozded into 2% ton truecks and btaken to the Division Command
Tost on WEITH 3:4ACH 3 where they would be loaded onto ships for transport
to AUSTRALIA.

During the afterncon of T plus l, word was received from Llst Division

Heaiquarters that pairols from the Zlth and ilst Divisions had met on the

HOLL:HMDIA DROIES, and that the primary objectives were in American hands.

THE LAST DAY 4.7 HOLIEKANG .

The natives in the arca were, Iortunately enough, friendly to the

Asmerican forces, and Chris and Charlie were able %o ascertain from them

or

its of information relative to Jap movenents. One native noy offered to
miide 2 patrol to z small willage two miles south GOYTA where several

5 i)

from Corrany Z were sent with the native, and from a nearby hill, he

Japanese were in hiding. (See Ja 7o gunard against arbush, two squads

rointed ocut the exact huts in the villaze which the Japs were occunying.
One sguad was left on the hill overlooking the village, while the other
crept Lo within twenty-five yards of the grass huts. It was apparently
meal time, lor the Japs in each of the huts were gorging rice. Gihen the
squad was in position, the sonad leader called for the Japs to come out,
which they did, via the back door, on the dead run for the nearby jungle.
(2Li)  Statement of Dr. Thecdore Brawm of Hosmer, Gouth Dakota on 26
April 1ohl
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TIk OVI TC TAMI

Early on the morning of D pins 6, the Battalion was packed and ready
to load on the ICTs (Landing Craft Tanks) which were beginning to drop
their ramps on the beach near the mouth of the LAID RIVii. The water-
torne move around CAPEZ DJAR required about an hour, and about 0500 hours
the the first boats attempted to land near SKCLABO. Two of the boats
.were nearly swzmped by the high surf at this point, znd all of the craft
were required to move west to SKOJALBL for another try at the landings.
(See Vap E) Here the surf was rough also, but several men from each boab
finally were able to wade ashore with long ropes for succeeding men t0
hold to as they disembarked. Congiderable eguipment was lost and many of
the vehicies were drowned out before the HBattalion completed the landings
around noom. |

Because of the barrier which was offered by the DJAR MOUNTEIHS,
radio commumication with Company G of the 162d Infantry had been impossible
irom HOLLEKANG. Contaét was made, however, as soon as the Battalion
Janded at SKCJAMBE, and the Commander of Company G indicatedrhis location
in the vieinity of the TAMI Drome. The Battalion promptly moved out as
soon as its mazjor elements could be assembled near the beach, and Company
¥, the leading rifle company, made contact with Company G, 162¢ Infantry,
in the early afternoon,

The Commander of Company G, 162d Infaniry, explained that his company
had encountered no organized enemy resistance, but that snipers in large
numbers had been active throughout the area and had made work impossible
for a battalion of Air Corps Engineers, who had followed them into the
area with the mission of placing the drome into operation within a period
of seventy-two hours,

As soon as a reconnaissance of the area was made, Company G, 162d
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Infantry, was relieved, and it returned via boat to HOLLEKANG.

ur own regiment had made available to us, at the last minute, one
of the larger vehicular type regimental radios. It came in on one of
the last boat loads from HOLLERANG, and contact with Division was re-
established as soon as 1t reached the battalion area near the TANI Drome.

The Commander of the Engineer Battalion informed the 2d Battalion
staff that the Engineers who had landed at HUMBOLDT BAY were having a
most difficult time constructing a usablie road to the HOLLALDIA, SENTANT,
and CYCLOPS Dromes, and that the American fighter planes based there
were restricted in their operations, due to lack of gasolinet Some
gasoline was being flown in on G=L7 transport planes, but the supply
line was over five hundred miles long, and a considerable quantity of
this gasoline was being consumed by the transport planes themselves on
their return trips. The plan then was to place the TALMI Drome into
operation as quickly as possible in order that it could serve as a re-
lay point in the chain of supply. Gasoline would be brought in fifty-
five gallon drums by ship to WHiTE.BEACH 3 where it would be reloaded
into IOTs for transport to the mouth of the TANI RIVAK. Here it would
be loaded into trucks by personnel of the 2d Battalion and transported
to the TAMI Drome where it would be loaded into planes for the trip to
HOLL&NDIA,_SENTAHI, and CYCIOFS Dromes. The 2d Battalion was also to
furnish personnel for the reloading of the drums at the TAMI strip. It
was a long and expensive gasoline supply route, but the fuel was urgently
needed by the planes whieh could now reach out to the northern tip of
NER GUINEA.

Vigorous patrolling was instigated by the Battalion, and within
forty-eight hours the Engineers were able to work around the clock on

three, eight~hour shifts. The snipers, who were firing mostly from trees,
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were eliminated principally by spraying the suspected areas with large
volumns of automatic weapon's fire.

At one end of the TAMI Drome was a wrecked German Messerschmidt
plane which the Japs had apparently been using prior te the American
irvasion. The Flatoon Sergeant of the Battalion Ammunition and Fionéer
Flatoon wzs examining the forward part of the plane when cne of his
buddies touched a control in the cockpit, discharging the 20-mm guns in
the wings of the plane. One of the shells seared through both of the
Sergeant's legs. He was immediately rushed to the Battalion Aid Staticon
where he was given a steady flow of blood plasma and injections of mor-
phine. It was midnight before an evacuation boat could arrive from
Divisicn, and after living for two additional days in the Division Clear-
ing Station, Le died. (27)

A patrol from COmﬁany 3 encountered a Japanese machine gun on the
SKQMABO Treil where it disappears into the DJAR MOUNTAING, and its leader
was killed before the remainder of the patrol could eliminate it. (See
Yap E) On the body of oneof the dead Japanese was found a diary which
gave a day by day account of his activities from D-day until the day on
- which he was killed,

& Navy patrol ship searching the Coastal area at night had_reported
to the Llst Division Headquarters the presence of several individualé
in the vicinity of WUTONG attempiing to give signals with blinking lights.
The 2d Battalion was furnished a muxber of ICHs (lLanding Craft Mediums)
and directed on D plus 8 to send a company of men to investigate this
areas Corpany E, led by Captaiin Edgar RosS, landed above the village,

reconnoitered the entire area, killed eight Japs and captured three.

{(27)  Personal knowledge
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The prisoners stated that tﬁey red hoped the Navy patrol ship wzs one of
their own which had been sent to pick them up. (See llap E} (28)

Attached to therBattaliOn for the move to the TANI Drome were two
representatives from NICA (NETHEZRIANDS TNDIZS CIVIL ATTFORITINS). These
individuals in pre-war days were among those who ran the Civil government
throughout DUTCH TN GUINDA, and they were now &harged with, the responsi-
Lility of administering tﬁe civil sffzirs of the natives znd of recruiting
native labor. The natives, in addition to freguently serving as guides
ior the combat patrols, constructed, under the supervision of the NICA
personrel, elaborate grass huts which served as Comrand Posts and covered
storage for supply items,

Tke nétive chief of the SX0S4I villape, upon one occasion, brought
one of the members of 'is clan to the NICA authorities and stated that the
individual had just clubbed his wife to death on the béach with a niece
of driftweed because she refused to come into their hut. The accused

s day was sent to ths NICA Head-

[

was placed under guard ané the followin
quarters near the Division Command Post, The local HICA represeniatives
stated that he would be given a trial, and if found guilty, would ‘oe'
executed, since all of the natives were familiar witn the DUTCH system of law.

Extensive patrolling and the eliminstion of seattered Japanese con-
timmed daily, and by 2 Kay, the TANI gasoline supply system was in full
operati_on with ne interference by the enamy. The engineers, who had lost
some of their equipment at the beach due to the rough surf, did an out-
standing Jjob of repairing and extending the air strip, which rroved in-
valuable in the A4llied supr:ly chain.

The 2d Battalion remained in the TANI area unlil the end of May

Lt

{28) Statement by Captain Edgar lioss, then Comrznder of Compeny E, 346h
Infantry, on 30 April 194k
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vwhen they were withdrawn in order to participete in the BIAK IoSLaMD

operation with the remeinder of the 3hth Infantry.

SULARY

In sumrary, this first landing on DUTCH territory since ths fell of
the ZAST IIDI0S, advanced our progress in the PACIFIC by many months, and
isolated the reinforced Jap strongholds of YEVLE and HANSA BAY. The
elements of six Japanese divisions and onc brigade (about 60,000 men) lay
cut off betwesn FOLLLYDIA and SAIDOR. (29)  In addition, likewise isolated,
were 50,000 enemy troops on NEW DRITALN, 10,000 on NI IRLIAND, and 22,000
on BOUGAINVILIE. (See Map 4) (30}

The Reckless Task Forece was the largest ever assembled up to that
time in the PACTFIC, and it was the first time & landing was made uﬁder
a naval and air bombardment. (31)

The Ilavy and the Fifth Air force, including thelr pre-invasion bome
bardments, destroyed 2L5 Jap planes on the ground. (32}

Surprise was complete. The enery withdrew some corbatb tfoops from
the HOLLANDIA area prior to invasion, and the Commander of the HOLLANDIA
air fields h:d not laid out a plan of defense until two hours after the
landings. {(33)

The 24th Division alone killed and captured 2,273 Japanese during a
period of weeks, and suffered, themselves, only L3 killed and 70 wounded.
(34) Casunalties for the hlst Division were likewise exceedingly light.
(29) A=5, p. 27
(30) A=?, p. 29
(31)  4-13, . 65

A-1l, pe 75
(32)  A-15, p. &9

(33) &A-15, p. 74
(3L)  A-8, m. 11, 13
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ore than 400 Jap supply dumps containing food, amrmunition, medical
supplies, comrmunications equipment, etec., were captured. In the words
of Genersl Eichelberger: I believe EOLLAHDIA was the richest prize,
supply-wise, taken during the PACIFIC war," and, "I think - in the natter
of bLlood and tears - HOLLANDIA was the AVERICAN victory most economiczlly
rurchased." {35)

HOLLAMDIA, with its harbor capable of anchoring an entire fleet,
becare a city of 140,000 men, One hundred and thirty-five miles of pipe
lines eventually carried gasoline to the air fields. (36} From BOLIAYDIA,
a large portion of the force which later invaded the FHILIFFINES set sail.

The HOLLANDIA Operstion was described by General George C. Marshsall,
then Ammy Chief of Staff, as being a model of strategic and tactical

maneuver, (37)

AFALYSIS AND CRITICISH

1. DIDIVIDUAL EQUIBMNT

The individual, for this particular operation, was encumbered with
enough equipment to weigh down the stoutest individuel. Prior to pres-
cribing the exact items to be carried by each individual, it is believed
thot, if time is available, considerable experimentation should be conducted
by personnel of the prescribing headquarters., Individuwals with various
combiﬁations of equipment could be given certeain fatiguing tests to deter—
mine the suitability of the varying locads. The blanket, a cumbersome item
in a jungle pack, cculd easily have been eliminated since, in most
instances, the reincoabt provides sulficient warmth at night in jungle
climate¢s. The individual ration load could have been reduced considerably
by the issue of the type "I¥ retion. 3ince the unit wzs to be in reserve
(35) -fi'lj: o 714: 76
(36)  A-15, p. Tk
(37)  &-15, p. 75
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initially, the fmll rifle belt with a maximim of one extra bandoleer of
amminition wonld have been sufficient. The spoon from the mess kit could
have been retained, and the mess kit itself dispensed with. A reduction
of individual equirment is made more important by the fact that little,
if any, slesp or rest is achieved during the night preceeding an amphi-
bious landing, some individuals become weakened by seasickness enroﬁte

to shore, and the intense hecat of the tropics hastens exhaustion.

2. MALARIA DISTIFLINE

alaria instruction and training is all-important prior to the time a
unit moves into malarious territory. Atabrine tablets (or the new
chloroguine tablets) must be effectively administered to individuals by
whatever neans are necessary. The 24 Zattalicn officsrs rigidly super-
vised the atabrine consumption, thereby reducing malaria losses tg the
minimum, Individuels formed by platoons with 1/l canteen cup of water,
and each man, as his name was celled, would step forward, swallow his
atabrine tablets, and turn his cup upside down to indicate that the tablets
were not in the cup. An inspection of the mouth was made to insure that
the tablets were nct merely held without swallowing. Some individuvals who
are subject to seasiékness will insist that the ztabrine is causing this
sickness, but rarely is this true, and the atabrine consumption must be
continued regardless of individual objection, Native villages, where
malaria abounds, must be avoided and at night individuals must persevere

in the use of insect repellant, head nets, and gloves,

3e IKTLLIGENCE INFORMATION

The thoroughness with which the pre-invasion intelligence forces gather-
ed information contributed immeasurably to the success of the HOLLANDIA
operation by making available to the battalion a great gquantity of material

which could be passed on to every individual in the unit. The information
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which listed place nawmes was wisely withheld until aboard ship; but once

the loading was completed, the Battalion Commander was able to present

t0 each platoon leader a complete set of intelligence documents, along

with a thorough orientation as to what might be expected in the HOLLANDIA
area., Sﬁace and ample time was made avaiiable to the platoon leaders

for small unit presentatiocns of the wealth of information. Prior to dis-
embarking, each individual in the Battalion was able to picture mentally

a portion of what was in store for him. Especially valuable to the platoon
leader was Terrain Handbook 25 (NEW GUINEA) which gave a detailed descrip-
tion of the entire HOLLAWDIA area and its peopie. Combat, especially for
the first time in an unknown land, is an awesome experience; and a consider-
able share of the fearfulness and strangeness can be eliminated by indoctri-
nating, as thoroughly as possible, the individuals who are called upon

to share the unpleasantries and hardships.

Le INTERFRETEZS

It is believed that the many services rendered by Chris and Charlie,
the two Javanese interpreters, were invaluable. It is important to have
on the Sattalion level interpreters (and always more than one; who can speak
the language of the native people. This service would not be difficult to
acquire when operating in most European countries, since many imericans
are of European descent; but it becomes inecreasingly difficult when operat-—
ing on the many islands of the PACIFIC, and the abiiity to supply trusted
interpreters would require long range plannihg rrior to entry into a hostile
area. Chris and Charlie made ideal and invaluable assistants in that they
were also‘able to speak and understand the language of the enemy.,

Se THE GASOLINE SUFFLY PLAN

The difficulty of completing the road from HULSULDT BAY to the HOLLANDIA
Dromes resulted in the adoption of a make-shift plar for supplying gasoline
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to the newly based American fighter planss. This flexibility in the

method of logistical support is commendable, in spite of the faect that

the loaded drums had to be man~-handled innumerable times. Considerable

difficulty in unloading was experienced by the 2¢ Battalion personrel at

the mouth of the TAKI RIVER, due to unusuzlly low tides, but this was

preferable to the nse of beach landing points where the boats would be

subjected to the rovgh surf. The success of additional amphibious landings
v

in the immediate future was dependent upon the timely operation of the

HOLLAXDIA Dromes., The victories at WAKDE and BIAK evidence "mission

accomplished.”

6. ENGINEER EQUIPNMENT

The rrimary purpose of island hopping ir the PACIFIC was to establish
advance bases from which our aircraft could operate at increasing ranges
against the enemy. While in most instances it is true that our objectives
were airstrips which had been ¢onstructed and operated by the Japanese,
in few cases were our planes able to use the strips extensively without
considerable regrading and hard-surfacing. This remiired a mass of multi-
type engincer equivment which could e éperated by trained and competent
persomnel, In addition, in order to advance supplies to these hases, it
was necessary to follow the assault troops as quickly as possible with
engincer eguipment which could improve old trails or blaze new ones capable
of handli-g heavy vehicular traffic. The motorization and mechanization
of the assault troops themselves has indicated the need for prompt engineer
support. At HOLLANDIA, even though slowed in their operations initially,
the Inginecers were able to complete in a matter of days a two-lane road
from EN20LDT BAY to the HOLLANDIA Dromes, a feat the Japanese had not

been able to accomplish in two years.
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Y DEFLNCE

?c nHE

The rapid advance of the Japansse in the FACIFIC in the early days

of the war, and the tenacity with which they defended their positions in

NoW GUINEA, led rise to the opinion that the Japanese soldiers were super-
ior fighters. The& arpeared well versed in all phases of the art of
warfars. In view of this, it is diffiecult to understand how they cculd
have been surprised in small groups as frequently as they were in the

TOLIANDIA Area. Innumerable times they failed to put out local security

L

or to adept an adequate werning system, and were either captured or killed
without offering the slightest resistance. In no place throughout the
HOLLATDIA Area did the Japanese defend in Torce, which was particularly
surprising in view of the fact that they held dominating terrain wnich was
laced with mutually supporting logz pillboxes. It is believed that they
could have delayed any attacking forces for days had they clected to defend.
Also scually surprising was the willingness with which many Japanese sub-
mitted to capture, This picture presented quite a contrast to ths Japs

ol rrevicus operations who would bitterly defend the last diteh, and then

resort to hari-karia.

o ey
uul.’) JS

1. Individual equipment for troops rparticipating in amphibiouns land-
ings should be kept to the minimim comsistant with that reguired for the
accomplishnment of the missiocn.

2. Halsria discipline is essential to suceess in tropical climates,

nd officers of all mits should be held responsible for its rigid enforce-
mente

2. The maximm amount of intelligence information, in keeping with
sacurity, should be distributed to «il individuals prior to an amphibious

operation.



i« Interpreters who can speak the language of the enemy as well as
that of the native psople shonld be made available as far down as the
battalion level,

5. Individuals in this mechanized era who are responsible for the’
supply of Class IZI items must make plans which are fiéxible enough to
overcome unforssen obstacless

G. Engineer egquipment, operated by competent persconnel, contributes
immeasurably to the success of amphibious operations and should be made
available in sufficient guantity to permit rapid exploitation of the
landings.,

T+ Delending troops which possess good positions on dominating terrain

can and should explolt these positions to their maximum advantage.
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