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THE OPERATIONS OF COMPANY C, 8TH INFANTRY (4TH INFANTRY
DIVISICYN) IN THE ATTACK OF THk HURTGEN FCRRST, GHRMANY,
19 - 21 NOVEWBER 1944
(REINELAND CAMPAIGN)
(Personal Experience of a Rifle Compeny Commender)

ORIENTATION

INTRODUCTICH

This mcnograph covers the operations of Company C, 3th
Infentry, 4th U. 8. Infantry Division, during the perled 19 =
21l November 1944, in the Battle of the HURTGEN [FOREST, GERMANY.

FPor orientation the major svents whleh led up to this
action will be dilscussed briefly.

On 6 June 1944, an Allied Force composed of American,
British, and Canadian Units invaded EUROPE by landing on the
NORMANDY Coast of FRANCE. (See Map A) (1)

Just after the middle of July this force reached z line
rumning generslly from the Engllish Channel near CAEN, CAUMONT,
5Ts LO, and thence to the west coast of the CHERBOURG PENTN=-
SULA. (See Map &) (2)

On 25 July g major breskthrough was accomplished near ST.
L0, and the "bBsttle of the Eeachhead" was over. (3} The ex-
ploitation phase of the operstions now began,

On 15 August an Allied ¥Worce composed of American and
French Units landed on the shores of Southern FRANCE near ST.
THROPEZ and ST. MAXIME. This force pushed northwerd rapicdly
and established firm confact near LPINAL, FRANCE, on 21 Septem-
ber with the Allied Force which had landed on the NORMANDY

Coast. (4) (B) (See Man A)
(l) A"'S, p' 253

(2) A-B, p. 272, 273
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During the month of September the SIEGFRIED LINE was
penetrated by the American forces in the SCHNEL EIFEL FOREST,
GERMANY, east of ST. VITH, BELZITUM and in the HURTGEN FOREST,
GERMANY, southeast of AACHEN, GERMANY., (6)

Many persons at this time thought the end of the war was
Imminent since they bellieved the Germans could not stop the
edvance of the Alllies, but the pursult scross FRANCE and EEL-
GIUM had besn so rapld that supplles 1In sufficlent quantity
to sustaln the drive along the entire front could not be de-
livered, and 1t was necessary to call a halt until such time
as the supply situstion could be improved. (7)

Through strenucus efforts in repairing the railrocads and
the operation of a highway system known as the "Red Ball High=
way" the supply sltuation was greatly improved by the end of
October, (8)

ALCHEN, GERMANY, an Important cormunications center, was
captured on 21 October by the VII U. S. Corps. (9)

By the first of lovember, the Allled Forces were dlsposed

as shown on MNap A.

GENERAL SITUATION

On 21 October, Twelfth Army CGroup directed First Army to
attack to the east Lo "reach the RFINE in the vicinity of
COLOCHE and BONN and to seize a bridgehead i1f the sltuation
should permlt. Falling a successful crossing of that river,
the First Army would clear the enemy from the area between the
}MOSELLE RIVER on the south and CCLOGNE (inecl) on the north."
(See Map D)

(6] 4A-I, p. 29-50
(7} &4~6, ». 60

(8) A"?, e 197
(9) &a-1, p. 61
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Suiteble flying weather and availlability of armunition would
determine the actual dete of the attack. (10) The dats of
the attack would be not later than 16 November, (11) The
largest alr 2ffort ever attempted in close support of ground
troops was to precede the attack. (12)

The First U. S. Army consisted of the V Corps and the VII
Corps. The VII Corps was to make the main effort. (13) This
Corps wes gsiven the mission of seizing COLCGNE. (14) On 10
November the order of battle of the VII Corps waes: lst Infan-
try Division, 4th Infantry Division, 104th Infantry Division,
47th Regimental Combat Team, 4th Cavalry Group, CCR, 5th Armor-
ed Division, and the 3rd Armored Division. (15) TFor disgposi-
tion of the VII Corps on 15 November see Hap B.

The 4th Infantry Divlision was composed of the 8th Infan~
try, 12th Infantry and 22nd Infantry. &h 10 Novemberx “fhe 8th
Infantry closed into an assembly area near ZWIEFALL, GERMANY.

(See Map C) This had been s secret move. Some personnel had

worn Inslgnia of other units and bumper markings had besen ob=-
literated. (18)

The mission of the 4th U. S. Infantry Division was "to
seize the crossings of the ROER RIVER in the vicinity of DUREN
and south thereof, assist the lst Division on 1ts left, pro-
tect the ri_ht flank of the Corps, and continue the attack in

the southern sectlon of the Corps zone to selze COLOGNE". (See

Map B) (17)

(107 &-1, p. 67
(11) A=, p. 74
(12) A-1, p. 73
(13) 4a=1, p. 87
(14) &-2

(15) &a-L, p. 71
(16) A-4, p. 85
(17) A-2




The plan of attack of the 4th U. 3. Infantry Division was
to atteck with all three reg iments abreast. The 8th Infantry,
22nd Infantry and 1lZ2th Infentry were to be in order from left
to rizht. (18) _

The plan ofrattack of the 3th Infentry was to attack in
a column of battalions in order of Znd, lst, and 3rd. The
mission of the 2th Infantry was to selze the hijh ground in
the WENAUR FOREST. (Part of the HURTGEN FOREST) (19) (See
Map C)

The enemy units in the VII Corps zone from west to east
were the 20th Panzer Grenadier Reglment, the 3rd Panzer Grena-
dier Dilvision, the 246th Fusllier Battalion, elements of the
12th and 275th Infantry Divisions, the 47th Volksgrenadler
Division, and elements of the 116th Panzer Division., (20)

The HURTGEN "OREST covers an area of approximately fifty
square miles. It 1s roughly in the shape of a triangle formed
by the threc towns of AACHEN, MONSCHAU and DUREN, GERMANY.
(See Map B) (2l) The foreat consists of alternate jroves of
hardwood, large pine and small pine trees. The entlre forest
is divided Into numerous small squares or rectangles with fire-
breaks approximately forty feet wide separating each square or
rectangle, Several narrow valleys run through the forest., The
gldes of the majority of these valleys rise very abruptly to a
heizht of one hundred to two hundred feet. On top of these
abrupt rises the land is generally level for dlstances up to
two thousand yards when another valley begins. Numerous small

streams Joln the larger streams in the valleys. In the more

(187 A=
(19) 4=-2
(20) A-2

(21) 4A-1, p. 165



dense portions of the forest visibllity is sometimes reduced
to as little as ten yards. (22)

During the fall of 1944 this entire area was covered by
alternate rain and snow storms. A4s & result all roads and
tralls rapidly became qudgmires. The ground was completely
saturated with water. (23)

At the beginning of the battle the morale and combat ef-
ficiency of the 4th Infantry Division was extremely high. The
Tierce fanatical reslstance encountered by the 4th Division
was to prove that the combat.efficiency and morale of the enemy
was equally high., (24)

The main enemy defenses consisted of well dug in and well
camouflaged individual and sutomatic weapons positions which
had overhead shelter and were connected by communication
trenches. These positions overlooked barriers composed of
triple concertina barbwire and minefields containing both anti-
tank and snti-personnel mines that were placed in front of, in,
and behind the barbwire, All of the barriers were protected
by high angle fire as well as small arms fire. These positions
were dlstribvuted in depth throughout thé forest. (25)

The only serious shortage of supplles or equipment that
existed was the lack of adequate wintér clothing. Overshoes
(arctlcs) were not avallsble in large sizes. (26) Shoe pacs
were not availeble until well after the operation was over,
.(27) These shortages resulted in extreme dlscomfort and caused

casualties from trench foot even though every effort was exert-

(227 &4=3
(23) 4-3
(24) A-3
(25) A-3
(26} 4-1, p. 93
(27) 4-3



ed to obtain dry socks as often as possible and to insure that
the feet of cach maen were rubbed dally in order to restore cir-

culation. (28)

DISPOSITION AND PLANS OF THE 1ST BATTALION, 8TH INFANTRY

On 15 November the lst Battallion moved from 1ts initlal
assembly area near ZWIEFALL to a more advanced assembly aresg
near EEND. (See Map C)

On 16 Novesmber the attack which had been delayed since 4
November waliting for good weather for the alr effort was lmunch-
ed. The vislibility above the target area had.lmproved and at
1145 the air attack began. Although the results of this air
attack were not immedistely evident to the inféntry since the
alrplanes could not bomb close to the front lines due to the
impoasibility of definitely marking the front lines through the
forest it achieved good resuvits, The enemy suffered extensive
damage to his artillery and had at least one division practical-
ly eliminated., (29)

4% 1245 the 2nd Eattalion attacked from its line of de-
parture, (See Map C) It advanced about 200 yards when it was
halted In front of an enemy defenygve position by intense artll-
lery, mortar, and sutomatic wespons flre. The defensive posl-
tion consisted of triple concertina wire, anti-personnel mine-
fields and dug 1n positions. Throughout the remainder of the
day the 2nd Battalion vigorously pressed the attack but was
unable to progress. The Battalion lost approximately 135 of-
ficers and men including three Company Commanders, On 17 Novem-

ber the 2nd Battallon was still unsble to breach the position

(e8] &=3
(29} 4-1, p. 74



although 1t had been able to get one tank up the steep slope
Irmmediately ih‘raér of the Battellion to assist it. Agzain the
Battalion sus tained heavy casualtles., (30)

The lst Battalion remained near BEND until late In the af-
termnoon of 17 November when it moved to the line of departure
from which the 2nd Battalion had attacked. (See NMap C)

Cn 13 November the 1lst Battalion relieved the 2nd Bat-
talion. This relief was not completed untll late afternoon.
The lst Battallon was disposed With Companies 4 and 32 on line
and Company C in reserve. {See Map D) The Battalion was or=-
dered to attack at 0800 hours 19 November to selze a road junce-
tion about 1500 yards te the northeast. The left flank of the
Battalion was generally along the SCHEVENHIUTUE-DUREN road and
extension thereof. The right flank of the Bettalion was about
1400 yards to the southeast of the SCHEVENHEUTTE-DUREN road.
(31) (See Nap D)

The plan of attack of the lst Battalion was to attack in
8 column of Companies in order of C, A, and B. The directlon
of attack would be generally astride the firebreak lesading to
the northeast until the SCHEVENHUTTE-DUREN road was reached.
The attack would then turn to the right and proceed astride
this road to the objJective, Companles A and B plus = platoon
of heavy machine guns from Company D would, from their present
poasitions, support by fire the attempt of Company C to breach
the barrier directly to their front. If this attempt was suc-
cegsful they would then move in column behind Company C. No
close support artlllery or 81 mm mortar fire would be avall-

able since there was great danger of rounds falling short due

T30 A-9, p.e6
(31) A-3




to the trees! The 29th Fleld Artillery Battalion and the 81
mm Mortar Platoon of Company D would,rbeginnins at H hour, fire
Intermittently on the flrebreaks leading to the objsctive. Thls
fire would be lifted on call, Company ¢ would have attached K
one platoon of medlum tanks and one platoon of light tanks from
the 70th Tank Battalion, one platoon of tank destroyers from
the 803rd Tank Destroyer Battalion, one sguad of englneers fram
the 4th Divislion Engineer Battalion snd one heavy machine gun
platoon from Company D, 8th Infantry. One forward observer from
the mortar platoon and one from the 29th Fleld Artillery Bat-
tallon would be with Company C. The platoon of tank destroyers
had four tank destroyers for the cperation. If Company O suc-
ceeded in breaching the initisl minefield Battalion would be
responsible for further widening and marking the breach. Addi-
tional litter teams would be employed. The time of attack wogld
be 0900, The line of departure would be that line presently
held by Compsnies A and B. (32) (See Map D)

Company C was assigned the mission of attacking astride
the firebreak to its left front to breach the barrier that
had stopped the 2nd Battalion, cut the SCHEVENHUTIE-DUREN road,
turn to the right astride that road, and capture the Eattallon
objective, (33) (See Map D)

Upon questioning the Battallion Staff, the Company Commander,
Company C,was informed that no aerial photographs were avail=-
gble for this operation even thoush there had just been two days

of good flying weather,

THE SITUATION OF COMPANY ¢ ON 18 NOVEMBER

Following the completion of the rellef of the 2nd Bat-
132 E-3
(33) A-=3
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talion the two front line companies of the 1lst Battalion,
Companies A and B, were near the top of & hill about 1,000
yards southeast of SCHEVENHUTTE, GERMANY. This hill rises
abruptly from the floor of the valley to a helght of about 240
feet, Company C, the raserve company, was in position neasr
two rock quarrles szbout halfway up this hill and shout 200
yards in rear of Compenies A and B. (See Map D)

Company C was at nearly full strength with &5 officers and
approximately 165 men present for duty. A Technical Sergeant
commanded the 3rd Platoon.

The morale and combat effectiveness of the compeny was at
a high peak.

The ground in front of Company C rose abruptly for about
200 yards and then was spproximately level in the direction of
the advance untll about 250 yards in front of the flnal ob-
jectlve of the Company a gentle slope began which extended to
the top of a small hill on which the objective was located.
Thls entire distance, excsept for the flrebresaks, was covered
by alternate growths of large pines, small plines and hardwood
trees., Immedistely In rear of the company the ground sloped
sharply dowﬁ to the floor of a small valley. One narrow road
wound up this hill to the rock gquarries where Compeny C was
located and thence to the top of the hill whérc the line of
departure was, One tank had been able to et up thils trail.
No other road existed in the zone of attack of Company C until
the SCHEVENIUTTE-DUREN road was reached. Due to the lack of
roads the only route of advance for vehlcles was flrebreaks,

The ground was satursated with water cdue to rain and snow
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of SwEIbL to complgtelthe plan of attack.

The nlan was substantiully as follows:

(1) The tank destroyer platoon from posltions near the
line of departure would ,at H-5 minutes , fire nigh explosive
rounds at the base of the triple concerting wire. This fire
would contlnue unitll H hour. (Th@ reason for this firing was
that previously & tank had been unable to break this wire,and
it was hoped that shell fragments would cut some of the wire
and thus make 1t possible for & tank to go through. The Znd
Battalion had lost 8 large number of men due to antl-personnel
mines when they attempted to bresch this wire with bangalore
torpedoes.) Deginning at I hour the tank destroyers would
place automatic fire on the enemy positions ¢n both sideé of
the polnt where it was planned fto breszh the barrier. . This
fire would continue until thc.bulk of the company passed the
barriers.

(2) 4% I our one medium tank was tc move ocut and at-
tempt to breacli the barrler. I this attempt was successful
then the remalnder of the medium tank glatoon would follow, ancd
211 would move In column stralight down the left side of the
firebregk. If the barrier could not be Lroken by tanks then
the medium tenks would assist the tank destroyers in protect-
ing the engineer sguad while 1t bresched the wire with demoll-
tions.

(3) The platcon of light tanks was to follow the medium
tanks through the wire and t{lien immediately turn to the right
and move down the right side of the firebrsak., (The reason

for the light tanks golng down the right gide was that the




until ordered by the Compeany Commander, (This was necessary
aince the depth of the minefield wss unlmown.)

(11) TNo clese support mortar or artillery fire would be
avellable. (This was due to the trees preventing it.} Be-
gimnling at K hour the mortar platoon of Company D and the 29th
Fleld Artillery Eattalion would fire on the firebreaks leading
to the company objectives. This intermittent fire would be
lifted on call,

(12) 4 Company and B Company plus one hesvy machine gun
platoon would initially support the attack by fire from their
present pesitions.

(13) The line of departure would be the line presently
held by Companies A and B.

(14) The direction ¢f attack would be estride the fire-
bregk leading to the northesst until the SCHEVENHUTTE-DUREN
road was reagched when the direction of attack would swing to
the ripght and continue astride this rosd.

(15) I hour would be 0900,

(16) When bthe tanks arrived at the rock gquarries extra
amrunition of all types plus water and C rations would be place
ed on them,

(17) Battelion would be responsible for widening and
marking the breach in the minefield,

{18) The Battslion C. P. would be in BEND.

(19) The Battalion Ald Statlon would be at the foot of
the hill in rear of the position presently occupied by Company
Co Additlonal litter teams would be procured.

This plan was not completed until late at night. It was
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ing and the leading medium tank started forward, At this time
“the tank destroyers shifted to firing machine guns at the flanks
of the point whers the breach was to be made. Companies & and
B and the heavy machine gun platoon began firing as scheduled.
As the tank reached the edge of the minefield the explosion of
anti-pcrsonncl mines under its tracks could be heard. All were
nearly breathless as 1t reached the wire barrier and nosed into
1t. The tank was momentarily stopped, but with a great rosr

of motors 1t backed up and then charged the barrier again, It
was throughl Just then one of its tracks was blown off by the
explosion of an antl-tenk mine,

During this time only cccasional mortar and artlllesry fire
had been falling on the barrier, As éupposcd then 1t was later
learned from prisoners that when the sssembled armor had ar-
rived the enemy had wiﬁhdraﬂn and for some unknown regson had
falled to shoot concentrations of artillery and mortars on the
positiocn,

As soon as fhc.lead tank had passed through the wire the
attack contihued a8 plammed. The next tank in column bypassed
the knocked out tank and then cut to the left to get on the
left side of the firebresk. The passagc of the barrier pro-
ceeded as plénned.

The progress of the medium tanks was slowed 1n order to
let the light tanﬁs come abreast, When this was accompllshed
the atteck proceeded as rapldly as possible. The attack had
progressed about 300 yards when three things heppened almost
similtaneously:

(1) A call was received from the Company Executive Of~
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ficer stating the entire company had cleared the barrier with-
out the loss of 2 single man.

(2) The leading medium tank was knocked out by s land mine,
Foftunately, there were no casualties within or without the
tank. In fact, the tankers seemed quite happy as they came ocut
of the tank.

(3) A concentration of artillery fell on the columm.

The column halted becauée the tanks halted. The medium
tank platoon leader was contacted by radlo and ordered to con-
tinue the advance. The next medium tank pulled around the
knocked out tank and the infantry which had been following the
lead tank fell in behind it. There could still be heard the
occaslonal pop of an anti-personnel mine under the tanks z0
the original formation was maintsasined.

The advance continued about 200 yards farther when the
first fire break running perpendlcular to the line of advance
wes sighted. The Company Commender sttempted to contact the
medium tank platoon leader by radio, but could not do so. He
then attempted to use the telephone on the outsgide of the pla-
toon leaders tank, but 1t too was out of order. Contact was
then established by him climbing on the tank and getting the
turret open. Contact by wire or radio was never reestabllshed
throughoﬁt the operation, This was to make adequate control
of the tanks very difficult. The column was finally halted
just short of the firebresk, The englneer =zguad was called
forward and ordered tc sweep the firebresk. They did this un-
der the protection of the riflemen end tanks and reported

there were 1no mines in the road,
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A patrol consisting of one squad from each column was
then ordered to precede the column at the 1limit of visiblility.
Flank security was slso sent out. This was the firast time the
Company Commander of Company C had felt he could take these
| actlons without excessive loss from mines.

The colunn then sterted lts advance again. Contrary to
the reports of the engineer squad the firebreak did have anti-
tank mines In it. Agaln the lead medium tank was lost due to
hitting & land mine. The Engineer Squad Leader sald 1t had
been a plastlic mine and the sweeper would nct pick it up. A
passage acroas the road was then probed and the advance con¥
tinued.

Just after the flrebresk was crossed a firefight involv-
ing the two lead patrols broke out and concentrations of mor=-
tars and artillery fire started falling on the column. The
column was halted and the Company Commander asnd the 1lst Pla-
toon Lesder moved forwasrd to determine the situation. They
found the two patrola firing on three well camouflaged posal-
tions. The lead medlum tank and the lead 1light tank were mov-
ed forward and the two patrols and tanks together advanced on
the positions., The positions were overrun. Two Germans were
captured and three were found dead. The remainder had been able
to withdraw due to the excellent selection of thelir positions
and the restricted visibillty,

The advahce continued and the second firebresk which ran
prerpendicular to the route of advance was crossed wlthout in-
cldent.

The majority of the column had crossed this firebreak

19



when the patrols reported they were about 50 yards from the
main road that constituted the initial objective of the Com~
rany and that tanks could not cross the road, This was due to
a small stream that ran close and parallel to the nesr side

of the road and the abrupt rise of the ground. from the stream
to the road. The presence of this stream had previously been
unknown. The patrol further reported that en abatis covered
the road for more than a hundred feet and that seven or eight
German soldlers had been seen, This informatlon was verified.

Vilre had not been able to keep up with the advance, but
constant contact had teen maintsined with Battalion CP by radio.

The Pattalion Cormander wss informed of the situation,and
permission to change the rcute of advance and procsed direct-
ly to the final objectlive was obtained.

It was spproximately 1100 hours. The advence had covered
about 1,000 yards. There was about 1,000 yards left to go.
2S¢ far only seven men hed hbeen lost due to artillery fire., Wo
casuaities from small arms fire had been suffered.

The change 1n direction wq1ch amcunted to a ninety degree
turn to the right wes made ,and the advance continued.

After proceeding for about 300 yards the patrols reported
they had arrived at the edge of a space in the woods that
cbviously had been recently cleasred. The column was halted and
the Company Commender and the lst Platoon Leader moved forward
to Join the patrols. Upon arriving at the edge of the clearw-
ing they found 1t to be zlmost a perfect square. It extended
for about 250 yards on each slde. The felled trees had been

removed and, as we later learned, had been used in fortifica~
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tions. The 1llmbs that had been trirmmed from the trees were
left in the clearing. Although this square was only approxie
mately 250 yards across, no evidence of fortificetion on the
fer side could be seen even though field glasses were used in
searching the ares.

The Corpany Commender felt so strongly that this must be
a heavlily defendec area he declded to make preparations to
launch a major attack even though as yet no enemy had heen seen.
Accordingly he ordered one pstrol to reconnoiter the right flank
of the position and the other patrol tc reconnolter the left
flank. All platoon leaders, attached and asslgned, and the
Field Artillery and mortar observers wers brought forward. All
were shown the arsa. The greatest stealth was used., Both
patrols returned and reported findiny an extensive trench sys-
tem on each flank of the position. This confirmed the Company
Commander's oplnion that this was a strongly fortified position,
and he determined to throw everything in the first assault in
an attempt to avold beln; repulsed,

The platoon leaders wers withdrawn,and the attack order
was issued., The order was substantlelly as follows:

(1) 7The st Platoon, Company C, would move to ths left
flank and attack gzenerally sstride the trenches,

(2} The 2nd Platoon, Company C, would swing around to
the right in order to get In a position parallel to the trench
syster which made up tne far side of the clearing. It would
then attack astride those trenches and Join with bhé 13t Pla-
toon at the far left zormer of the square.

(3) The 3rd Platoon, would move down the right side of

21



the square to protest that flank of the Company and be pre-
pered So assist the 2nd Platoon.

(4) The attached heavy machine sun platoon from positions
In the 1lst Platoon area would support the attack of the lat
Platoon and be prepared to support the attack of the Znd Pla-
toon. It would fire until:

{a) 1ts fires were masked by the lst Platoonj

(b) ordered to stop by the Company Commander, Com-

pany C;

(¢) on red star signal from the 2nd Platoon.
(This platoon's fire was not expected to be very sffective since
1t could not secure posltions at the very edge of the cleering
and the forest was so thick that from positions just a few fest
inside it the fields of fire were very limited.)

(5) The platoon of tank destroyers and the remaining two
medium tanks would move into position where they could fire
directly across the clearing. All of the weapons on the tanks
would he fired. This fire would be 1ifted under the same con=-
ditlions as gstated for the heavy machlne gun platoon.

(6) The light tenks would move directly across the clear-
ing until they arrived at the far edge where they would con=~
tinue fifing into the woods., This fire would be 1ifted under
the same conditions as the Tire of the heavy machlne gun pla-
toon. (The reasons for the 1ight tanks advancing was due to
s0 1llttle being known about the clearing that it was felt they
might be needed to advance beyond the clearing, and the forest
on the far side of the clearing looked of such nature that 1t

was doubted medium tanks would be able to advance,)
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{(7) The 1i.ht machine guns of the weapons platoon were
to remain with the platoons they were presgently attached to.

(8) The 60 mm wortar section was to go into position at
the last firebreak passed and fire on the far edge of the clear-
ing.

(9) The rire of all supporting weapons would begin three
minutes prior to the juﬁp-off and would continue under the con~
ditions imposed except the 60 mm mortar section which would
cease firing at the 2nd of the three minutes.

(10} The artillery and mortar observers would call for
fire on the battalion objective since thelr close support
could not be given to the attack,

(11) The engireer sguad would remain in the immediate
vicinity of the medium tanks.

(12} The Company Executive Officer, with a SCR 300 radio,
would remain with the platoon leader of the medium tank pla-
toon in order thet radioc communication could be maintalined be-
tween the tank platoon leader end the compeny commander.

(13} 411 fires wers to begin on the order of the Company
Commander, Company O, and The attack was to proceed ss planned
thereafter, (Sase lap D)

5¢ far all the plans and preparations had been made more
on & "hunch" of the Commending JOfficer of Company C than on any
Information concerning the enemy.

All units moved into position, It was now about 1230
hours, The Company ¢ Commander stood up to make a final check
and plcked up the hand set of the radio to inform the Battalion

Commander that the attock was sbout to be launched when sudden-
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ly the ailr epparently became saturated with small arms and high
angle fire. Rifle fire, machine gun fire, artillery up to 170
mm, and mortar fire ranging from 60 rm to 150 mm fell on Com-
pany C, lever had this vetersn company cxperi;ﬁced sueh sudden
overwhelming fire., It was nearly unbelievable that so pearfiect
timing of such devastating flre could be achleved. The coOm-
pany cormander's radic operator was severely wounded and the
radio destroyed by small arms fire, The 24 Platoon Leader and
the Viespons Pletoon Leader were seversly wounded. The number
cf other persomnel wounded is unknown. There was no cover any-
where from the rain of death. The enemy mortar and artillery
shells striking and exploding in the tree trops were particular-
ly effective since they were sair bursts and no man could find
shelter from the shell fragments. The company was temporarily
completely disorganized.

The Company GCommander, Company C, Immediately decided the
only thing to do was attack as soon as control was regained.
The Executive Officer was ordered to tske cormand of the 2d
Platoon, but it was soon evident that he had been too badly
shaken by the concentrations to éo so. He was then relieved
of this duty and ordered to supervise the evacuation of the
wounded and see that no man evaded combat by leaving the aresa.
The Platoon Sergeants of the 24 Platoon and Weapons Platoon were
ordered to assume command of those platoons. A SCR 300 radilo
was obtalned from the Weapons Platoon snd contact was re-
established with the Battallon C. P. The reorganiéation re-
quired sporoximately one half hour. Thls reorganization was

made extremely difficult due to the constant intense concen-
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trations of high angle flre and the small armg fire that
blanketed the areas,

Just before the attack was to be resumed = P-47 started
strafing what at first appeared to be the area occupled by the
lst Platoon, Company C, but then was seen to be actually the
opposite side of the clesring. This was only 250 yards in
front of Company C.

The three minute preparation was ordered begun and while
thls was veing fired the P=47 made another attack,and then
just as the preparation ended 1t made 1ts last attack. No prior
planning could have coordinated such perfsct support from the
Alr Corps.

The sttack Jjumped off, The 2d Platoon had not advanced
more thean fifty yards when the vplatoon leader reported the
platoon was encountering bunkers dug into the ground, auto-
matic weapons posltions, and individual riflemen. He was
ordered to press the attack and to pass on by the bunkers
leaving only one or two men to puerd sach until the 34 Plmtoon
could arrive to clean them out. The lst Platoon reported en-
countering well dug-in positions but that those positions were
being slowly overcome. The platoon of light tanks had moved
out and was advancing slowly across the clearing. Enemy bazookas
started flring but were extremelﬁ inaccurate, probably due to
such heavy fire beling placed on the enemy positions that the
gunners could not asccurately alm their weapons. The Company
Commander then moved forward with the 3rd Platoon. The lst
sergeant was ordered to remain with the tenk platoon leader

ingtead of the Executive Offlcer, who was busy with the last
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dutles assizned him. Again the lack of direct communication
with the tank platocn lesder was proving annoying. The 3rd
Platoon arrived in rear of the 24 Platocon and started clearing
out the bunkers. The light tanks were stopped about fifty
yards short of thelr objectlve, the edge of the clearing, by
a maze Of barb wire sattached to short stalkes, Bince they wers
more or less "sitting ducks" in that position they were ordered
to return across the clearing. Al: infantry elements of the
company moved slowly forward. Fierce fighting took place In
sach platoon area, Many hand grenades were used and practical-
1y éll of the flghting was done at ranges under 25 yards. At
last the lst Platoon revorted it had fought its way to the cor-
ner of the square where the 2d Plstoon was to join 1te “Fhe
lst Platoon was ordered to remain in position since any fur-
ther advance would have exposed it to the fires of the 2d Pla-
toon. Shortly thereafter the 2d Platoon advanced sufficient-~
ly so that the fire of the tenks was lifted, The heavy machine
gun pletoon had ceased firing before this. The 2d Platoon then
fought its way to s junction with the 1lst Platoon., In the
meantime the 3rd Platoon completed its mopping up mission. Im-
medlate consolidation and reorganization wes begun.

In the attack on the clesring twenty five Germans were
captured and fifteen were killed. ZEvery German captured had
" been wounded as the enemy had resisted to the utmost. (35)

It was now 1630 hours, It was evident that due to the
complete reorganization necessary Company C would be unable to
advance further that day due to the aspproaching darkness. The

battaellon Commsander was informed of the status of Company C.

135) &-8
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A check revealsd that in the days actlon Compsny ¢ had
lost two officers and sixty three men; the heavy machine gun
platoon lost ten men; the engineer squad had lost one man.
There had been no personnel lost in the tank or tank destroyer
platoons while three medium tanks had been knocked out by mines.

411 three rifle platoonsg were placed on line on two sides
of the square facing the enemy. The 60 mm mortar section and
the armor were ordered to remain in position. The heavy machine
gun platoon was brought scross the clearing and disposed in
squads along the front occupled by Company C.

Upon closer inspection of the positlon just captured it
was found the majority of the trenches and bunkers had been
constructed sbout five yards inside the forest frdm the edge
of the clearing. The bunkers had been constructed so that they
extended about three feet sbove and below the ground. The
sldes were made of only single large logs, but the roofs were
three altemating layers of large logs and dirt. Some of the
bunkers were as much as forty feet long and fifteen fest wide.
All had beds made of laced rope and straw mattresses for the
gccupants.

Had aerlal photographs of this area been available the
exlstence of this clearing would have been known, and plans
could have been made before hand for its capture. Time and
personnel might have been saved 1f the locatlon of this clear-
ing had been known.

Irmmediately in rear of the trenches and bunkers the forest
became very dense. The large pine trees were so close together

that tanks could not move smy further in that direction.
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A small patrol was sent to the front to determine the
location of the next German position. Another small patrol
wes sent to the right to see if tanks could be taken forward
in that direction. The first patrol returned and reported
the dense pines exténded ebout 100 yards and then gave way to
large hardwood trees., This was about 250 yards from the lst
Battalion and Company objective. The patrol leader stated
that as he emerged from the pines he was flred upon by an
gutomatic weapon from the direction of the objective. A short
while later the second patrcol returned and reported that the

enge foreat extended so far to the right that tanks would be .
unable to advance in that directlion. ALl of this Information
was glven to the Battalion Commander by radio.

All of éhe water, ammunition, and food that had been car-
ried on the tanks was brought forward to the positions pres-
ently occupled. The 1lst Platoon was ordgrcd to establish one
listening post at the edge of the thick pines,

Almost Immediately after Company ¢ had captured the clear-
ing, high angle fire started falling within the area. While
daylight lasted this fire was intense,and throughout the night
harassing fire continued.

'All day Companies 4 and B had followed C Company by bounds
and although they had not participated in the attack they had
suffered severe casualties from mortar and artillery fire,
Just before dark these companies moved forward and joined Com-
pany C,., At this time Company C consolidated 1its position so
that it occuplied only the trenches on the side of the square

that faced northeast. Company 4 moved to the left and Company




B to the right of Company C and extended and joined =o as to
form a perimeter defense of the square.

It was rapidly getting dark and st1ll many wounded lay
where they had been hit. Some were unaile to move due to the
nature of their wounds while others were immobile due to shock.
The litter carry now involved a one way distance of ahout 1800
yards. About 500 yards was through known or suspscted mine-
flelds that had only been marked by the tank tracks., As yet
this path had not been widened or marked by Battallon. Litter
teams therefore wers restricted to the tank tracks 1ﬁ moving
through that area., Litter team casualties had been caused by
mortar and artillery fire, and 1t wes soon evident that all the
wounded could not be evacuated from the battlefield that night.
4ll companies began searching for the wounded and brought thenm
to the bunkers where they could at least have shelter and re-
ceive first aid. This search went on far into the night since
the mpans of the wounded led searches to them. The litter teams
continued working throughout the night, but in spilte of thelr
tremendous efforts all of the wounded were not evacuated bty
morning.

The nisht was iIntensely cold,and even though it had not
rained during the day the ground was so wet that the clothing
of the men had been sosked through when they had been forced
to crawl. No vedrolls were avalleble since none had been car-
ried and sll efforts were being directed towards the =vacuation
of the wounded. Perhaps the greatest discomfort was caused by
wet cold combat boots and though each man cerried an extra palr

¢f socks there was no way of dryilng the pair taken off. All




personnel were rotatcd 50 that each men sapent part of the night

in the bunkers, During this time he was required %o remove his

boots and rub his feet so that circulstion would be restored,
Throughout the day no other unit in the Regiment had

actually attacked the enemny.

THL ATTACK ON 20 NOVEMLER

During the night telephone comrmunlcation with the Bat-
talion CP was established. Shortly before daybresk the Com-
pany Commander of C Company received an order by telephone Irom
the Lsttalion Jommander that the battalion would attack again
at 0900 hours in the same order as the previous dav. No close
support mortar or artillery fire would be avallable since there
wag such great danger of the rcuads strikirg the tall trees
overhead. The objective was to be the same as the final ob-
jective of the previous day.

The plan of attack of Jompsny ¢ was generally as follows:

(1) The lst and 3d Platoons would attack abreast, with
the 34 Pletoon on the right,

¢

{2} The 2d Flatoon would follow in rear of the lst Pls-

-

teon.,

{3) The light machine gun section would be attached to
the 3d Platoon.,

(4) The heavy machine ;un platoon (which in the course
of 1ts reorganization had dwindled to a aection) would be at-
tached to the lst Platoon.

{5} All of the armor would remain in its prasént loca-

tion.
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(6) The 60 mm mortar section would move into the clear-
ing ahd be prepared to dellver fire on the objective on cell,

{7) Company Headguarters would remain in its present
location until ordered to displece,

(8) The engineer squad would remain with the Company
Headguarters and be prepared to use demolitions 1f the company
encountered a minefield. |

(9) The artillery and mortsr observers were ordersd to
request fire on the roads 1n rear of the objective,

(10) The direction of the sttack would be due east.

(11) The line of departure would be the trenches now
occupled by Company C. (See liap D)

After daybresk the reorganization of the company was
checked a,alinjasnd it was found that four men hsd been wounded
during the night. This left a total strength of 3 officers
and 98 men remalning in Company C.

A messsge was received from battalion that the minefield
had finadlly been cleared and additionsl litter teams were
being employed,

Since daybreak the enemy artllilery and mortaer concen-
trations had steadily increased In intensity and by 0830 hours
seldom did a periocd as long as flve minutes go by without e
concentration falling on the clearing. ZIvacuation of the wound-
ed or any other movement was made difficult.

At 0900 houre Company C moved out of its trenches. - The
company had not moved fifty yards when concentrations of mortar
and artillery fell in its very center. It began to appear as

1f the enemy had some supernatural bteing directing 1ts fire

oo
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since it was 80 accurate. Again the tree bursts of the high
angle fire exacted & heavy toll. The company pushed steadily
forward and upon arrival at the edge of the thick pines the two
leading platoons sent scouts fArther shead, deployed more,.and
then moved into the hardwood forest. Visibllity here was as
much as 100 yards in some directions.

shortly after leaving the thick pines the high angle fire
decressed In intensity since the slight sleope of the ground
caused the artillery shells to pass on overhesad.

The company had moved sbout 100 yards from the edge of
the thick pines and the scouts were only about 50 yards from
the objective when suddenly the enemy opened Tire with machine
' guns, rifles, bazoockas and =2 diract_fire weapon. The scouts
were all killed or wounded and several casusltles were sustain-
ed ir each of the leading platoons. The Company was halted.
Although several enemy machine juns were firing only two could '
be definitely located, Eazookas.and rifle grensdes were brought
forward to fire on these vositions. The majority of the rounds
fired by the bazookas falled to go off due to landing short
and gtriking soft ground. One machine gun position waeg silenc-
ed. The rifle grenades were of 1ittle value since a direct hit
could not be scored with them,

The two leading platoons were ordered to move forward
by fire and movement. This was to be done with all sguads
abreast. This advance was attempted and did not galn more
than a few yards st the cost of seversl casuslties among which
was the Platoon Lesder of the lst Plstoon. The company was

stopped azalin.
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The Executlve Officer was called forward to take com-
mand of one of the platoons. Just as he joined the Company
Commander a mortar round burst in the tree over them, and the
executive offlcer had to be evacuated. The only officer left
was the Company Cormander.

The lst Platoon did not have a platoon sergeant or platoon
guide sinde both had been wounded on the first day. The Pla-
toon Guide cf the 3d Platoon was placed in command of the 1lst
Platoon. It was impossible to maneuver to the left since o
machine gun from an unleocated position was sweeplng the ground
in that area. The 2d Platoon was ordered into & positicon on
the right flank of the company. When it was in position the
60 mm mortar section-was ordered to fire on the objective even
thovgh some rounds might fall short. As soon as the mortar
section started firing snother attack was launched and agein
the attack was stopped. Seemingly the fire of the 60 mm mortar
section had no effect as more casualties were sustained, It
was now sbout 1400 hours.

The EBattslion Commander had besen kept informed of the
situation all day and was now informed that Company C had been
completely stopped.

Neither Compeny A nor Company B had moved throughout the
day. About 1430 hours Company A was ordered to attack on the
left of Company C and Company b was ordered to attack on the
right., Company C was ordered to join in the attack.

Shortly after Company A moved out of its position and got
one sqguad on the high ground across the road on the left flank
of the battallon the "supernatural® fire of the enemy was ex-
plained., A well dug-in camouflaged enemy artlllery observation

post was captured,
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Both Company A and Company B launched their attack, but
neither ever got abresst of Company C. Company C was unable
to move.

Just before dark Company C withdrew approxirately fifty
yards where better positions could be odccupled. This was far
enough back down the hill to allow the men to move around
stooped over ami thereby not berhit by small arms fire, In the
most advanced positions it had been impossible to even rise to
one's knees without becoming an immediate target for the enemy
amgll arms fire,

The results of the days action were:

(1) Company C had advanced only about 150 yards.

(2) Many casualties had been suffered.

(3} 1t could not be definitely established that a single
eneriy had besn killed or wounded snd none had been captured,

The need for reorganizastion was great as the total non-
commlsasioned officer strength remaining in the forward area was
the lst Sergeent, the Weapons Platoon Sergeant, one Platoon
Guide, three Hifle Squad Leaders, and cne Light Machine Gun
Squad Leader., The light machine gun section conslsted of =
sguad leader snd two men, Company Headquarters was reduced
to the 1lst Sergeant and a radio operator. (This did not in-
clude the Supply Sergeant, Mess Sergeant and six cocks) The
60 mm mortar section had remaining the Weapon Pleatoon Sergeant
and six men. It was determined that forty men were present in
the forward area, It was then decided to temporarlly disband
the 60 mm mortar section since they could not furnlsh close=-in

support in this partieculsr area. Two men of thls section were

34




assigned to the light machine gun section in order that both
guns of thet section could be manned. The remaining'fouf men
became riflemen. The remaining riflemen were consclidated
into two platoons. The only platoon guide remaining was plac=
ed in command of one)and the Wieapons Platoon Sergeant command-
ed the other. Therefore,one platoon had sixteen men and the
other had seventeen, The light machine gun section had five
men. Dﬁring the days fighting two officers and fifty men had
become casualtles,

The heavy machine gun platoon was reduced to elght men.
The Platoon Leader of this platoon was returned tc the bunkers
In the clearing since any further action on his part would have
resulted in another casualty due to combat fatigue,

While this reorganization was being made an order was
recelved directing the detachment of the engineer squad and
the armor and their return to the Battalion C. P. immediately.
The Dattalicon C. P, had moved to a location near the rock guar-
rles., These - units left to report to the new locstion at
onece.

A1l of the wounded were evacuated prior to darkness, but
it was not possible to remove the dead.

The shortage of armmunition which existed in the company
was taken care of by.the Supply Sergeant and the mess personnel
scting as carrying teams during the night.

The corpeny was disposed for the night in a single ap-
proximately stralght line that extended from 2 point near the
road on the left flank for about 150 yards to the southeast.

The two heavy and two light machine guns were spaced egually
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along this line. Actual contact on the left flank.was not made
with Company 4, but contact on the right flank with Goﬁpany B
was made. {See lap D)

Zhe men started dilgging holes for the night but soon found
that s hole not more than six inches deesp could be dug until
it started filling with water because the ground was water-
soaked., The men hed learned time and agein during the past two
days that shelter trenches dug in the woods were practically
useless unless they could be covered with logs, and since this
could not be done in this situation presently all attempts to
dlg ceased. DBed rolls were still not available since all ef-
forts had veen directed towards evacustion of the wounded and
resupply of emmunitlion. Scon after dark it became bltterly
cold, and,gs the clothing of all was waterscaked, the only way
warmth could be obtained was throuzh exercise., The nizht was
spent in alternate pericds of exerclse and rest. No one was
able to sleep. Agalin the most severe discomfort was caused
by inadequate footwear. The only comfort during the night was
that the majority of the enemy artillery rounds were passing
overhead and landing to the rear. Only occasional mortar rounds
fell on the position during the night. No order was recelved

from Battalion.

THEVGOMPANY SITUATION =-- 21 NOVEMBER

All snxiously awaited dawn and the 1ittle warmth 1t would
bring. In the flrst false light of dawn the Germans launched
a counterattack of approximately one platoon strength. Eight

Germans were killed snd four were captured, The attack was
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repulsed. Five members of Company C, including the Platoon
Guide acting as Platoon Leader, were wounded.

The total fighting strength of Company C was now one of-
ficer and thirty five men, Othe%ﬂ%%ﬂ 13t Sergeant there was
cne sergeant, the Weapons Platoon Sergeant, remaining in the
forward aresz.

Information concerning thls action was reported to the
Battallon Commander and the Zattsllon Cormmander then ordered
Compary C to withdraw to the clearing and be prepared for the
3d battalion to pass through at 0800 hours.

This order was exescuted,and whén the 3d Dattalion passed
through at approximately 0800 hours the fighting for the par-
iod 19-21 November was over for (ompany C.

Briefly the results of the operation were:; Company C did
not gain its objeétivq,but it did make an advance of approxi-
mately 1800 ysrds)und in meking this sdvance it created a breach
in one very large mineficldﬁréaptured an extremely well pre-
pered  fanatically defended major posiﬁion. This strongpoint
was the key to the enemy defenses in that particular area of
the forest. The total known enemy losses, dead and ceptured,
was B57. The total losses of Company C and attachments was
approximately 143. Three medium tanks were lost. These losses
were high, but when attacking such well prepared, stubbornly
defended positlions in such terrsin high losses muét be expected.

For its actions Company C was commended by Order of the
Day, Number 68, 5 January 1945,‘Headquarters 4th United States

Infentry Divislon.
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ANALYSIS AND CRITICISH

l. Many who were wounded on 19 November were not eﬁacuated
until 20 ¥ovember. This resulted in much additional suffer-
ing for all of those persons and possibly in death for a few,
This fallure was due to four things:

(1} The extremely high number of personnel wounded not
only in Company C but also in the remainder of the Battallon.

(2) The litter carry was long in that 1t involved a car-
ry of approximately 1800 yerds from the point where the major-
ity of the men ﬁcrc-woundcd to the Battalion Ald Station.

(3) &ince & path through the minefield had not been
marked by other than tank tracks the litter feams were re-
stricted to those tracks and were thereby slowed down.

(4) Even though additional litter teams were employed a
greaster number should have heen secured since all unilts that

had vparticipated in this area had suffered severe casualties.

2. The plan of action of Company ¢ did not include a widening
or marking of any breach 1t was successful in meking in the
inftial minefield., The tank tracks were deemed to be sufficlent
marking until Battalion further widened and marked the breach.
Thie responsibllity of Bah+te)’on was not nerformed on 19 MNovem-
ber. This failure resulted in all who went Lo or from the

rifle companies uslng only the tank tracks as a peth for ex-
cessive distances since they did ndt know thie depth of the mine-

field,

3. On 19 November the only actusl assault Company in the Regi-~
ment was Company C. This allowed the defenders to m&ss thelr

fires on this one Company. Had other units heen employed 1In
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the attack probably less casualtles would have been sustained

and further advanced may have been made.

4. UYelther Company 4 rnor lompany B was actually committed un-
til about 1430 hours 20 November. By this time Company C

hed lost the majority of its combat efficlency,., HDad these two.
units been committed sarlier it is fslt that probably the Hzt-

talion okbjective ccould have teen captured that day .

O+ The attached heavy machine gun platoon did not fire sll

of the srirminition it hend carried, and yet all members of the
platoon, with the exception of approximately one squad, tew
came casgualties. The platcon fired in the attack on only one
occasion., That occasion was the attack on the clearing on 19
Yovember. Two guns did fire against the countcrattack;en nel-
ther occasion was the fire very effective since adeguate firing
positions could not be found. FParticularly in the attsck on
the clearing was this true since the guns could not be em-
placed on the very edge of the clearin;, and a position as
much &8s five yards within the thick forest resulted in very
limited fields of fire, It 1s felt that the support rendered
by a heavy machine gun unit in the attack in woodé of this type

i1s not sufficient to justify the high loss of personnel,

6+ Unly one radioc and one telephone, both on one tank, was
provided for communication to control two platoons of tanks and
one platoon of tank destroyers. This lack of foresight in pro-
viding more means of cormmunication proved to be a great hindrance

in rapid control of these units,

7. The company more or lass stumbled onto the ¢clearing in the




forest. EHad the existence of this clearing been known, plans
toe capture it could have been made beforehand and probably the
loss of men and time In capturing 1t could have been materlal-
1y reduced. No aerial photogranhs of the area were available,
and since the square was cleared only shortly before the st-
tack its existence did not show on a map. Photographs should

have been avallable.

8. By far the majority of losses sustalned was due to enemy
artiliery and mortar fire, This fire was particularly ef-
fective Iin that the majority of the rounds burst upon contact
with the trees thereby creating alr burats. When the company
was stopped the men attempted to dlg in but found their digging
was of 1little value zince overhead protection could not be
provided.

LE3SONS

1. Adeguate provisions for evacuation of wounded must
be mode well In advance of an operation.

2. Vhen a small breach has been made in a minefleld thils
breach must be widened and merked as rapidly as possible.

3. VWhen sttacking strong enemy nosltions the attack should
employ mofe than one company in the assault echelon since the
fires of the defender can be massed against thls one company.

4, Timely employuent of reserve forces must be made in
order to successfully influence the ccurse of a battle,

5. Heavy machine guns are of little wvalue in the attack
in heavily wooded terrain since their flelds of fire are 30

limited,
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6o Adequate means of communlication rmust be established
and malntsained 1n order to effectlvely control supportling
Armor .

7. Current aerial photogfaﬁhs should be made avellable
down to and includling compenies when an attack is to be made
sgeinst sn orgenized position,

8. S1lit trenches and foxholes are of practically no value

in a forest unless overhead prctectlon 1s provided.
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