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THE OPERALLIONS OF 1HE 2nD BATTALION, 18TH INFANTRY
(15T INFANTRY DIVISION) &1 SARS.LE SRUYRRE,cELGIUM,
WEST Qi MONS, 4 ~ 5 SEPTEMBER 1944 o
'  {NCRTHERN FRANCE GAMPAIGN)
(Personal experience of a wattalion Qperations Ufiicer)
QRIENTATION
INIROGTION . o
~ This monograph covers the action of an Infantry Battalion, (2nd Battalion,
i8th Infantry, First Infantry Divieion) in a defensive type of operation
wiile engaged m general pursuit. 'l.‘he" operation occured in and aroun_d the
village of SARS Lk HRUYGGRE (about 15 KSW of HONS), Belgium during the hours
of darkness 4 = 5 September 194#. |
It will be Arecalled that on 19 august 1944, two days after the FALAIS
ARGHNUAN gap was finally closed around the remai;'énts of the' terman rifth
and Sevenih Panzer Armies, all that remained of the German forces oi NORMANDY,
the third US Army reached the SKEINK at MANIES-GASSIGOURY, ~this rapid
advance by third Army placed a bridge head across the last natural barrier
west of t‘ae-uEU{:iE, in the american sector, upon which the retrealing uermans
could expect to defend with any hope of success. <the Tthird Army spread out
aleng the west bank of tire SEINE cutting the retreating Germans oif from their
few remaining bridge sites and ierry points. {See Map 4) (1)
threugh this action and the constant pounding by the tactical Air Luorps
the ehemy lost the majority or its inyantry uwniis and much of its armor
land transporﬁ. |
| | by 20 angust the majority of rirst Army had been pinched out of tne
rALﬁIb pocket and were iree to move eastward. At this time the enemy were

coﬁnterattacking the pritish Second Army from outside the pocket in an

effort to free the t{roops entrapped.
20 - 23 August rirst Army moved eastward. iIX Gorps on the left flank

swung north to vicinity of EVREUX behind the uerman divisions battling the

(1) A-1, p. 143



pritish Second Army. V Uorps advanced in the center of the Army Lone with
Faris as an objective. vll vorps on the right flank swang south of raris
crossing the SEINE on the-nérth flank of the third Army. (See uap a) (2)

Movement of XIX Corps to EUREUX placed them directly across j€ the
main escape route of the retreating Germans from in front of the British
Second Army., |

The Germans in attempiing to hold off the Second Army and fight their
way t-lﬁ-ough XIX Corps lost another five divisions which added to the allied
claim of elevén divisions destroyed or captured in FALAIS pocket brought the
total to 16 divisions destroyed. (3) This cqupled with the staggering
losses in material and equipment lead Allied Supreme Commander to conclude
that the German Seventh Army had been eliminsted, and to assume that the
German Fifteenth A.rmy.had been greatly depleated in both men and material,
(4) It was therefore planned to dr\iv'e northeast with the British Second and
the American First Amies. in an attempt %o drive to the RUHR and prevent the
withdrawal of the German Fifteenth Army to the west wall., (5)

This plan was placed in operation on 26 August when Firsﬁ Army attacked
northeast in order to bridge the MARNE-and AISNE rivers and %in contaet
with the British Second Army. The army advanced in an inveftéd V formation,
VII Corps on the east flank, m Corps on the west and V Corps following
in rear of the other two on the point of the V. (See Map B)

The VII Corps, with which we are concerned, consisted of the 3rd
Armored Division and the lst and 9th Infantry Divisions, crossed the ALSNE
river in the vicinity of SOISSCNS and proceeded in the directioh of LAON

which was taken after considerable Pighting on 30 August. {6)

A-1l, p. 145
S A-l, p. 146
A2, p. 50
A-2, p. 62
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5
6) A1, p. 151
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During this entire advance the First Division was constantly over-
running groups of retreating enemy wﬁo would surrender éfter a brief ex-
change of fire. Often Germah ﬁnd American columns would meet on cross roads
much to the surprise of both. GSeversl times an American column cut through
German columns having arrived at a crossroad to ¢oincide with an interval
between march units ahd vice versa.

On 31 August Corps was ordered to continue the attack to the northeast
with MONS, BELGIUM as the objective and maintain contact with V Corps on the
lefi., The enemy was estimated to still have 120,000 troops west of the
BELGIUM border. ilowever they were making no apparent attempt to hold, and
appeared to be soiey under orders to break contact and reach the uerman
frontier before the Americans. | |

MONS was captured by elements of the 3rd Armored Division at 1900 hours
2 september., The remﬁinder of the Gorps was disposed with tihe Yth Division
covering the right flank and the lst Division axtending.from AVESNES south-
west in contact with the v Corps on the left flank. (7) | |
THy GENERAL SITUATION (See iap B)

late on 2nd September vII Cbrps was ordered to change direction to the
east and secure crossings across the MEUSE river between NAMUR and GEVET. (8)

No gasoline was available to move the 3rd Armored Division in time for
this atbtack, therefor Corps planned to implement the ordér by advancing the
9th uivision via PHILIPPEVILLE to NAMUR; relieve the 3rd Armored at MONS .
with elements of the lst wivision and have it push through to the MEUSE when
gasoline became available;

The 1st Division plan was to relieve the 3rd Armored with the 26th
‘Infantry3 move the 16th infantry, whlch until now was vivision reserve, up
the WAUBEUGE-MONS road behind the 26th, fhe 18th Infantry was to take the
town of-BAVAI, & very important road hub éonnecting many of the exits to the

east. (See Map C)

(7) A=5 Film D-34 (TIS Library)
(8) A-1 p. 154, A-5 Film D 42 (TIS Library)
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As stated before the Germans strategy appeared to embody a complete
disengagement and retreat to the east with all possible haste. ‘f[he enemy
forces immediately west of VII Corps began their witndraﬁal throﬁgh MONS
area the early hours of 3 September. " The result was fantastic in the extreme,
Ine enemy appeared to have no ::nowledge whatsoever of the preseng'of
American troops in the area. uolumns began streaming through the Division
zone of action in administrative formations. Ttheir transportation consisted
for the most part of horse drawn vehicles; most of the horses confiscated
irom French farmers. ilost of the motor transportation had been taken from
the verman Flfteanth Army to supply and re—equip the rifth and Seventh
in NCBMANDY. (9)

The 26th Infantry in its‘advance up the WAUBEUGE road ran into the
flank of an enemy column in administrative formation and killed and captured
hundreds. <the l6th Infantry following them captured 2,000 during the day
with a loss.of three men wounded., p
DLSPOSITIONS AND PLARS O THE 163 INCANTRY 5,»{?;‘ ‘

The 18th Infantry Junped ofI at 0800 w1th the 1lst and 3rd Battalions
in column, 1st pattalion leading. ‘he lst Battalion entered ﬁaVAI from
south at 1000 hburs, just as a 1argé convoj of uermans entered from the west.
The Battalion shot up the column with ID's and captured some 200 oi the enemy.
ihe firing had hardly died down ﬁhen another column entered from the direction
of LE CATEAU and fighﬁing continued well into the aiternoon. That evening*®
the 3rd sattalion was moved into fown and the two battalions proceeded to
consolidate their positions., The town received a fairly heavy sheliling
from enemy batteries located eést of town in the early evening, however,
no further counter move by the enemy was attempted. (10)

Regiment was ordered by Livision to hold AVAI until the situation
clarified. |

2nd Battalion was moved into an assembly area southeast of the PCHET

{9) A2, p. 39 - 40
(10) A-3, p. 553 a~5, film D 42 .



ﬂE.HOEﬁAL in the late afterncog., Uuring the night the 32nd rield Artillery,
the supporting artillery of the 18th infantry, had its positions surrounded
in the oORS DE 1A ALNIERE, and a task force of one platoon of Infantry and
two tanks was sent from the 2nd Battalion to their assistance. This action
netted 165 prisoners.
the following morming at 0830 hours the pattalion was ordered into an
~assembly area in the wvicinity of NEUF MESNIL ﬁhere it closed at approximately
1030 hours. Shortly thereafter the battalion.received orders to block the
road leading east into tAVAI from thé FORET DE MORMAL. The Battalion
vommander ordered ¥ Company, reinforced with one MG platcon and one section
of 81 milimeter mortars from H Company and the antitank Platoon from Head-
quariers Company to accomplish this mission. r Company arrived on position
shortly after noon and proceeded to dig in. (11)
‘At 1530 hours vommanding Officer 2nd batﬁalion received the following

order from the Hegimental Gommander: (12)

2nd ﬁaﬁtalion, 18th Infantry reinforced with 2nd Platoon,

Gompany B, 745th Tank gattalion, less Company F reinforced,

will proceed NE on the BAVAL - SARS LE BRUYERE road, feel

out the enemy forces in the area, and secure and defend the

VR of SARS LE BRUYEnE. The Hattalion will galn and maintain

contact with elements of the 26th Infantry in the vicinity of

LA BOUVERIE,

IP: Junction MAUBEUGE ~ SARS LE BRUIERE roads in BAVAIL.

uross IP at 1730. '

HE BATTALION SITUATION

As stated before the pattalion, less i Company and elements of H
Company, was in an assembly area in the vicinity of NEUF MESNIL. (See dap C)

Some replacements had been received while in a resﬁ area in the vieinity
of ﬂAGNOLL&b, FRANCGE at close of the rALAIS pocket and the sattalion was
about 80 or Siﬁ of its authorized strength. The Battalion had been pursuing

a disorganized“enemy for almost three weeks, éapturing great numbers and

(11) Personal knowledge; statement of [ieutenant Uolonel williamson, then
sattalion Commander, Qctober 1949.
(12) Message cited is not true copy but in general form used in 18th Infantry
~at that time. Uontent is personal knowledge and from statement of
- Lieutenant volonel williamson.
: 7



killing\many mnore, wifh very little fighting and with almost no casuélties
sustainéd. soraléwas very high, however, many of the old timers who had
been through AFRICA and SICILY were beginning to ineline toward over
cautiousness, especially when they compared the German forces confronting
them now with the last day of the African campaign when the 18th Infantry
received one of the worst defeats in its history less than 24 houfs before
the enemy forces capitulated. umany seemed to believe the war was in its
closing stages and certainly were not in favor oi becoming a casnalty this
late in the game. (13)

in the Division area intelligence reports located iive enemy divisions,
the 6th Parachute, the 18th GAF, the h?th, 275th and the 348th Infantry
vivisions., ‘these Organizationé were almost up to strength in manpowere but
were very shbrt of equipment and material, especially transpertation, A few
armored vehicles were known to be in the area bul were in no great number
nor were they very aggressive. 1o sum up the epemy situation it can be
said that_although ne pad plenty oi troops available he seemed unable Lo
co~ordinate or organize any type of defense, 1their intelligence on the
American positions or plans was apparently nil, nor was their knowledge of
their own units much better. at one road junction twe enemy columns met
and became entangled. wuring the contusion our aAir Corps caught and destroy=-
ed them botin, {(14) '

The terrain in this section of FRANUE and BELGIUM is for the most part
gently rolling and dotted witn forests, seme of which are quite extensive
_and heavy.

ihe weather for the rirst week oi veptember was clear and warm during
the déy, cooling oii somewhat at night, but hot enough to be at all un-

contortable,

{13} Personal knowledge
(14) A-6 p. 271 - 273



1HE BATTALION -PLAN
| rThere was no question of enemy being along the route of the mattalion

since the 1st and 3rd pattalions in BAVAI had received some shelling early
in the morning and had seen enemy trbops'northeast of BAVAI during the day.
vonsidering these facts the pattalion vommander decided ﬁpon thé following
plan. {(15) |

All remsining units of the Battalion were tc be motorized.

The order of march was u Company with the platoon of tanks attached
folloﬁed by Headqnarters; including the kitchen and train, the remainder of
H Company, Cannon Company, 18th Infantr&, and E Company in that order. The
command group sccompanied (+ Company. | | |

¥ Company and the attachments from H and Headquarters Uompanies were
to remain in present location in accordance with the Regimental order.

& Company was to proceed the main body in advanée guard formation by
15 ainutes. Upon reaching BOIS d' AUDEHARDT they were to send ocut fliank
patrols to make sure the route was clear for the passage of the main body.

5 Company was to employ a rear guard formation at the rear of tne column,

l£ was decided considering the knowledge of thie enemy that our greatest
threat upon reaculig SARS LE BRUiERE would be frem the north and west. There-
for from & map reconnaissahce G Gompany was directed to take north and north- |
east sector extending from thquOUR road on the northwest side of town to the
- MON$ road to the northeast. G éampany upor reaching town was to take up
positions extending southwest from DOUR road around the village to the rail-
road entering town from the south. (See Map C)

Cannon Company was to go into pasitions on the east edge of town and
cutpost this area.

the Ranger Flatoon was to constitute the Battalion reserve and remain

in the vicinity of tne Battalion CP.

{(15) Personal knowledge; statement of Lieutenant Colonei Williamson

-9



H Company Comuander was direcied to reconnoiter for positions on the
perimétér-for its remaining MG Platecon, and positions for the 8l's from which
they could support both camﬁaniés;

Lhe Batta;ion was short about one hall its basic load of ammunition,
however Hégiment had sent to.Army for replacement. ithis replacement joined
the pattalion at BAVAI. (16) | |

The Battalioﬁ was moﬁorized.

Supply and evacuation had been normal through the entire operation across
FRAWCE with the exceptlon of gasoline, Several times since the last week
-in August transportation in excess of organic had te be left behind because
of shortage. tHowever, the operation had slowed down at the BELGIUM border
allowing resup@ly to be accomplished.,

MOVEMENT TO SARS LE BRUYERE (See Map C)

G Gompany, the advance guard, and the CP groups leit NEUF MESNIL at
of 1720 hours. The main body was following at the stated interval under
command of the ﬁéttalian Ekecutive Officer, Major Frank {alacicco. Upon
reaching the IF the Bat: allon was mel, by Lhe Heglmental Gommander who told
the wmattalion Vommanding Ufficer that the French had reported a German
ﬁegiﬁsnt bivouaced in the BORS d! AUTENARALT but this information was dis-
counted greatly, at least by the énthor and, it is beirleved by the Comuanders
conqggned because of the fluxua i@n of the situation and the apparent
vef&%i%y of previous native reports. there was no questlon of the intentions
ot the French inhabitants but they were proven to ex&é&rate to extreme.
nowever, the advance guard was notitied of tine report and ordered to proceed
withh caution. (See iap G} (17)

Many small forests 1ay-a16ng the six and one half mile route and a great

(16) OStatement of uaptain Alexander_ﬁhvlak, then lst Lieutenant, battalion
U=4, on 20 December 1949
otatement of vhief warramt Ofiicer Gecil Booth, then Assistant
Regimental ammunition Officer, on 20 December 19&9
(17} Personal knowledge; statement of lieutenant uolonel Willlamson
: 1¢



deal of time was consumed by the advanceﬁ guard assuring tbat the way was

clear for the main body. It was very near 2000 hours when G Company approache-
ﬁp _

ed the near edge of BO;S d' A ?ENARDT. Flank guards were sent out to cover

an area of about 300 to LU0 yards on either side of the road and the advance

guard proceeded to scout out the route.

The road was aimost jammed by dead horses, vehicles and men of a uerman
columﬁ caught by our air rorce earlier in the day. |

As the column approached the far edge a fusilage of rifie and automatic
tire stopped the advance. word came back rrom‘the point that a group of
enemy of uncnown streﬁgth were in position at the far edge oi the wqods.

G Gompany deployed one Platoon and 160 enemy surrendered. (18)

The Battalion proceeded on inte SARS'EE.HBHXEEE_wiihout_incident,
~closing at about 2100 hours. (See hiap b) .

i+ Gompany proceeded direcily ﬁo its sector, placed road blocks on the
three main roads in their area and heavily outpostedlthe remainder.

E Company upon arrival in vhe viliage took up positions covering the
northﬁest, west and soutuwest sector, placing road blocks on the west road to
UOUR and the HAVAI road on which the battalion nad entered,

" H Gompan& Commander emplaced the machine gun Platoon to cover primarily
the B Company sector since thnese two roads were main paved roads and were
considered the prineiple route of eniry iuto the Lown from what was coﬁsidered
the most dangerous direction. 'The two sections of mortars with the Battaliﬁn
'were split, one in each Gompany:area, however the Iires of both sections were
capable of being massed in either sector. (19)

The Tank Platoon was placed in position in the center of town wiiii one
tank in pbsition to cover the DOUR, the LA BOUVERIE and the roaa east
connecting with the BLAREGNIES - mONS road. 'lwo tanks were placed to cover

the BAVAL road behind the intersection with the west DOUE road.. (20;

(18) A-3, p. 55 numbers FW taken in this action at 140. Kye witnesses
. agree on 160,
(19) Personal knowledge; statement of uvaptain Marion L. karrar, then 1st
_ Lieutenant, Mortar Platoon lLeader, on 20 Uctober 1949
{20) Personal knowledge
: 11



Cannon vompany went into position as directed by the pattalion defense

order but were too late to registér pribr to the action.
| ‘ithe oniy suitable place for tie motor pool was iil an orchard just north
oi thé BAVAT rcoad in E Company sector.

ihe P was established in a lafge building resembling & castie near the
centef oi town. 'ihe building nhad a walled in court yard with a moat
surrounding tne wéll. ‘the rambiing house was large enough to accomodate
the entire (P installation and the aid station. ihe Adjutant was directed
0 estabiish the CP in that manner., (21}

Communication with negiment because'or the distance was to be by radio,
but proved to be spo?gtic upon resciting Lown. iiowever, because oif a com-
placent attitude upon‘tﬁe part of all concerned no atbeuwpt was made to
correct this at this time.

The vommunication Platoon was directed to run wires to all vompanies and
the Ténk Ylatoon.,

Iﬁy 2200 hours all road blocks had been established and the troops were
on position in Lie process oi cowpleting digging in. Wire had been iaid to alt
Companies and shiits had been organized for the nignht operation of the CP.

NARRATICN
GERMAN COLUMN REPCRTED (See Map D)

Iue Iirst indiéation that the nighc at SARS LE BRUYERE might not be
entirely peaceiul came at approximately 2230 hours when a telephone call from
the Commanding Officer, Uompany B reported that a listening post established
several hundred yards out on the BAVAI higihway heard a horse drawn column
in the forest to their tront. ‘the report was received at the Battalion CP
with a great desl of skepticism.in view of tne fact that the Battaliion

column had cleared the ierest in question less than two hours previocusly. (22)

(21) Statement of Lieutenant Colonel ¥Williiamson
(22) &tatement of Liesutenant Uolonel williamson
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vince the Lompany vommander of I Uompany was new and known to be
rather excitable, the Battalion_uammander directed the 5-3 to go to & Com~
pany CP and atteupt to clariff the report.

Upon reaciing E Company the pattalion -3 was told that the listening
post had just reported a foot column emerging ifrom the woods on tihe same
road the pattalion had used., ‘Ihe E Company Commander had ordered the
listening post.to return to the Gompany positions and had alerted the
vompany . |

the 5-3 suggested K Company also witiohold their fire until the column
had come close to the position in order to prevent tieir deployment. These
instructions were given.

H Company was notified of the situation and the {ompany {ommander
stated he nad one section of mortars in position to engage the BAVAI road
but the remaining section was in position to cover ( Uompany sectof. It
was decided not to change the direction oif fire of this second section until
the situation developed, but to alert them to the possibility. (23)

The Battalion 5«3 tﬁen called the Batialion vommander and notiiied bhim
of thé sifuation and what he had done 50 tar. 1ihe pattalion Commander
approved and directed the S-3 to return to pattalion CP while he alerted
Cannon Company, the ‘ranks, and « Company.

Un the return réute the 5-3.stopped at « Company GP and notiried vaptain
veiieries of the situatien.

Upon arrival at wattalion he iound the Battalion Commander and hxecutive
Officer looking over ihe overiays of lhe position. KLveryone was extremely
calm and just a 1litile elated. 1t was yst impossiblg to conceive of any-
thing but & swail isolated group-of uermans attempting to use the Battalion

SR as an escape route.

{23} Personal knowledge



THE FIRST GERMAN ATTACK (See Map E)

At approximately 2300 hours a terrific fusilage of small arms fire
was heard from the direction of E Company Platoon astride the pAVAI road.
. Soon, however, tne American fire was interspersed by the unmistakablie purr
of German aachiine guns and machine pistols. Almost with a snapﬂit became
apparent that this group of Uermans were not of the saue cat;ég;y as tinose
the Batiaiion nad been encountering ror the past several weeks.

at about 2315 hours a call ol the Commander of vompany E stated that
our initial fire had caughv the column on the road as intended but that they
had dilspersed rapidly oa either side and were now in the process of launching
an attack witn at least a vompany deployed on either side oi ine road. What
was more the abtack was supported by artillery iire. at least two guns were
tiring straigut down tine road. (24)

~Upon completing Tais call the Battalion vommander requested the Artillery

Liason Officer to determine if & uoﬁpany's rorward (bserver was in position
to support the deiense, 1ihe Liaison Ufficer returned shortly and notified
the pattalion Commander that the Forward Officer of E Company was not on the
air,:nar could the Liason Officer'get through to the Artillery on his radio.

The 8-3 contacted Cannon Company and asked if they were firing any
missions. Captain Penick feplied,he was firing all guns at maximug}elevation
and charge one and was still landing well behind the assﬁ ting enemy.

While talking to E Company, Lieutenant Colonel Williamson iearned that
a heavy fight was in progress along E Company's entire front. Communication
with the 2nd Platoon astride the BAVAI road had gone out and the lst Platoon
reported enemy enveloping their left flank. Upon receilving this information
he direcfed the S-3 to send a patrole from the Ranger Platoon, Battalion

reserve, to the ridge west of the CP to determine the extent of this movement.

(24) Personal knowledge and statement of Lieutenant Colonel #illiamson and
Captain Farrare



He then directed H Company to re;nforce the f'ires in front of E Company with
their second mortar section. {(25)

glthough thie night had not béen dark and visipility was good for well
over 200 yards, the moon came up about now lighting the landscape almost like
day. "

The patro%g reported back with information that soame énemy could be |
seen moving south and east. The Battalion Gommander directed the Hanger
Platoon Leader, Lisutenant Pafker, to take his Platoon and exténd the left
flank of B Company's lst Platoon southeast along the ridge. The Platoon
moved out immediatély and went into position as directed. (26)

THE PENETRATION (See Map E)

ﬁpon returning from the Ranger Platoon position the 5-3 met two l;ier
squads and followed them intc the Battalion Aid Station. Doctor Hammer, the
Battalion Surgeon was working on the stump of a soldier's leg. When asked
how the casualities were running he grunted, "about thifty here, and plenty
more out there". This was the first real indication that things might not

be going all in our favor. (27)

On entering the CP, the S-3 received a telephone message from Commanding
Officer Company H, who reported that his lst section of the lst Platoon
(machine gun).had been overrun and he had lost a jeep loaded with amsmnition
and the driver to a daisy of mines pulled across the road by E Company.

Immediately following this call one came in from E Company Commander
reﬁorting that his position had been penetrated in the BAVAI road area in the
sector of his 2nd Platqon. The remainder of the Company was so ﬁaﬁd pressed
that there was nothing he could do about it, and since his CP was directly
behind this Platoon he was moving. ue would check in later. (28)

This information was relayed to the pattalion Commander .

{25) Personal knowledge
(26) Statement of Lieutenant Colonel wWilliamson
{27) Personal knowledge
{28) Personal knowledge
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Just as this was being done the nattalion Motor Officer came into the
VP. He had been hif in the arm. He reported that tite enewy had overrun the
mobor pool capturing three kitchens and the basic load bf amminition., He
had lefi the Motor Sergeant with about twelve men {ighting the Germans from
positions behind a hedge on the east side of the motor pool. He didn't
believe there were more than 20 of the enemy there. |

Lieutenant Volonel Williamson then directed the §~3 to go to G* Company
and have Captain Jefferies organize his right Platoon to counterattack using
the BAVAL road as an axis to restore & Gémpany's position. A two tank
section ﬁas to be attached to the Platoon forlﬁhe attack.

Harlier in tﬁe evening the uattalioﬁ Commander had sent an officer to
the town of LA BOUVERIES to contact the 26 Infantry and attempt to get fire
support from the 33d rield Artillery. The sattalion Liaéon Officer waé in
contaat with them on‘his radio and they.had consented to fire by map co-
ordinates, The firé was to support the counterattack. (29)

On the way to & Company CP the 5-3 picked up the Tank ?latoon Sergeant
not being able to find the Platoon lLeader. Upon reaching G Company the
vommanding Officer informed the $-3 that he nad talked with the pattalion
vommander and the 3rd Platoon was being assembled. It was decided to attack
with one squayd deployed on either side of the road. The iwo lanks were to
move down the road gumning their motors and firing. The support squard was
to follow the tanits, It was estimated the Platoon wbﬁld be ready to jump

off around 0115 hours.

IHE COUNTERATTACK (See map E)
' The Artillery Liason Officer had found himself a position in a building
Irom which he could see beyoﬁnd the edge of town and proceeded to. register

the 33rd Field Artillery as much by sound as by sight. (30)

(29) Statement of Lieutenant CUolonel Williamson
(30) Statement of Lieutenant volonel Williamson
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G Company Flatoon moved out acgpmpanied by vie tanks on tiue. ‘they had
_ hardly started in geod shape when it oecaue apparent that the wermans wanted
no part of this new force and scon began to withdraw afier firing a few rounds,
As they wilndrew Lhey were caught by a combination ot Artillery fire rrom the
33rd rield Artiliery and =wali arms irom the eleuents ot E Gompany still in
position. |
By 0200 hours the 3rd Platoon of u Gompaﬁy had restored the position and
was tied into the 1lst and 3rd Plaﬁoons of Is Uompany., Yhe remaining wen of the
Znd Flatoon of & Vompany that could be round were ipcorporated in the lst
and 3rd Platoons.- (31)
H Company re-crganized its 1st Platoon remann;ng.tne twe lost guns that
had peen discovered,
SECOND GERMAN ATTAUK
Things remained fairly quiet except for desultory exchanges of fime along
I5 Company's front until approximately Q400 hours when another attack was
launched just south of the HAVAI road. ‘ihis attack was supporived by artillery
difect fire a;d mounted uy about one Gom@any. 1t was pressed hard and succeede
ed in penetrating some oi the positions or the 3rd Platoons of k and
Gbmpanies and overrunning one of H Coupany's guns tor the second time. (32)
However, heavy mortar rire was brought down on the penetration and witi
territic ritle rire on boti flanks. The Germans were forced to give up their
slight advantage and witndraw. by 0430 hours all was again guiet,
THE SUBRENDER
By 0500 hours it had become quite light and the Battalion 5=-3 went to
& Company's area to cineck tne positions. Upon reaching the edge or town a
group ol wermans and Americans carrying white Ilags were seen approaching
town on the pbAVAL road.

the 5-3 met tihem and found the Americans were members of the Hegimental

{31) Personal knowledge
{32} Personal knowledge; statement of Lieutenant Uolonel Williawson
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ammnition train who had come into town witn the sattalion but had left
before dark. They had run into the werman Columné and had besen taken
prisonerS'on:its mareh toward SARS LE BRUYERE. The group informed the 5-3
that the German Commander wisned to arrange a surrender but had been vadly
wounded and-could not come into town himseif, the §-3 directed the group
to lead him to the uerman Commander. (33)

Before leaving he notified E Company—commander to call Battalion and
tell them of his plans. |

The group then proceeded for about six hundred yards ocut the BAVAI road
to a small farm on the soutnAside of the road. Here the group was met by
a uerman sajor who identified nimself as the ﬁegimental Surgecon and informed
the sattalion 5-3 that the Regimental Commander had instructed him to arrange
a surrender. lhe Hegimental Voumander and his Adjutant were both in the
house Suffering from wounds received during the night.

The Surgeon stated that tne l1st naftalion of his Regiment had few men
left after the fight and that the 2nd-and 3rd pattalions had by-passed to
town to the north during the night. He demanded as terms of surrender he
be furnisned assistanée in caring ior his wounded as he was all but out of
supplies,

Since the ueneva Convention had already comuitted nim to these terms the
battalion-S—B accepted and returned ﬁo town with 493 uerman prisoners, not
counting the wounded.

This night's operation resulted in the complete disorganization of an
entire werman Iﬁfantr& Hegiment and its accompanying battery of rield Artillery.
lhus the Z2nd pBattalion, 18th Infantry appreciably lowered the strengtn that
ihe German high Commang could.muster for the all important defense of the

SIBGFRIED LInE.

(33) Statement of Chief Warrant Ufficer Booth; personal knowledge
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in all 845 of the enemy were accounted for as follow3§ 493 prisoners
taken in the surrender, 260 wcﬁnded eneny personnel evacuated tnrougn the
cattalion aid Station and 92 enemy dead counted on the battlefield. (34)

' 'The enemy material captured was alsc tremendous: six 105 MM gune
howitéarg (norse drawn), over 200 horses and more than 100 wagons loaded
with supplies, ammunition and equipmeht.

Our own casualities amounted to 15 men killed and 58 wounded. On its .
face.this does not seem to be excessive consldering the vietory, however,
the percentage incregses when the reader recalls this was only a two rifile
vompany under strenglh Battalion. Lt is with this in mind that the casﬁality
list on both sides'begins.to indicate the fierceness of the fighting.

varing this operation Private First vlass Geno gerle, 8 machine gunner
in the lst Platoon, Company H earned the Congressional Hedal 6f Honor.
nis gun was in pesition just to the fight of the BAVAIL road. in the first
attack with his assistant gunner killed he 6ontinﬁed to firé, uéing swinging
traverse, until the enemy flanked nis position on both sides., ie then slumped
to the bottom of the emplacement feigning death., When the counterattack was
launeched he again mang nis gun killing many of the retreating enemy.
buring the second verman attack at 0400 hours he repeated the entire act,
Although he was turned over several times with bayonets he succeeded in con-
vineing the Germans he was dead. (35)

ANALYSTS AND CRITICISM
1. THE BATTALION NISSICH |

The mission of the vattalion to secure and defend the cross roéd of
SARS iE BRUYERE appears to be a little ambitious uhen‘assigned to an under-
strength pattalion, less one rifle vompany, and five miles from its parent
unit. ihis seems especially so since both the 1st and 3rd Battalions had

been in contact with enemy forces in the direction of the pattalion objective.

(34) Personal knowledge; statement of lieutenant uolonel Williamson
(35) A~6 p. 309; personal knowledge
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The cobjective itself would Efvé taxed the strength of a full sized
sattalion, however it probably could have accomplished the assigﬁment with
much less chance of failiure,

owever, on tie other 31dé of the ledger, certain risks had to be
accepted. Iln view of the type of I[ighting the unit had been engaged in for
the past.weeks, ﬁnd the oral and equipment of the enémy, @he risk did not
appear too great.

Nevertineless the assumption of any risk, I believe, was unnecessary
considering that ¥ Company couid have been relieved by one of the six rifie
wvompanies in BAVAi without appreciably weakening the defense of that town.

the entife négimantal plan appears to b pregﬁited oy an under estimation

——— e

bf the eneay capabilities,
2. ARTILLERY SUPPORY

The 32nd rieid ﬁrtillery,was to support the Battalion in its defense of
SARS II BRUYERE, No forward displacement was contemplated nor attempted in
spite of the fact that the artillery positions were 3 to 4 miles soubhwest
of BAVAL and the Battalion objective léy 54 miles east of that town. tThis
madé a_tdtal distance of between & and 10 Qiles irom the batiery positions to

the Forward Observers. Apparently no consideration was given to commnications

)

which‘ﬁeré ﬁell Known to bé faulty in excess of 5 miles.

A little thougiit upon the part oi tne planners, ant a request to Division
would have given tie mattalion support from tie 33rd Field Artillery which
had batteries in posiiion that could and later dic fire ior it.

ihis is another indication of complacency upon tne part of all concerned.

3. BARLY GONDUGE OF M

Allowing the enemy to initially approach %ery close to the pattalion

~position before opening rire probably-saved the day. this forced the ermans
to mount their attack with ihe upmost naste and allowed no reconnaissance and
only a minimum employment of supporting weapons. ‘ihe surprise was such that
he never recovered fully and quite probably resultéd in his Being anable to
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make any use of thé advantages wpici ne later gained.
4. HE ENIMY ATTACK

”hlthough organized under extreme difiiculty {(in an open field underih

neavy fire) the Uerman attack was well co-ordinated and pushed home with
energy. it succeeded early in establishing a Qonsidérable penetration,
Several ehemy were eliminated witnin 400 yards of tiie psattallonts north
perimeter. in spite of this and ihe fact thal the uerﬁans had‘ﬁwo more
pattalions witn wnicn to do so, no attempi was apparenily made io reinforce
ihe penetration. uwonsidering tihe co-ordination oi the enemy and the facility‘
witn which they mounted their attack it is hard to concieve why tils was not
cone. lheir action inu this 1respect saved e pattallon from complete defeat
and gave us a vicitory. |

5. "B CCMPANY CGMANDER

Gommuhiéétion with the 2nd Platoon weni-out during the first stages of
the verman attack and although his Gompany uP was less than 200 yards from
this peosition the Company Commander made no attempt to re-establish it. nkor
is there any indication that he tried to iind out what ﬁas happening in this
sector.

ihis failure caused i{ie patialion Commander a greai deal ol embarrassment.
had hé known earlier the situation of this Platoon he most certainiy wnuld-
nave been able to move troops.to limit the penetration. as it occured, with-
out this knowledge, thgre was no way ol liwiting tnhe penetraiion, and had toe
enemy re-iniorced his breaitnrougn there would have beén no possibility of
ounting a counterattack.

6. IMPLOYMENT OF RESERVE

Iroops are prone to exeraggte reports rendered while engaged. This was
true of the report ifrom lst Platoon of 5 Company regarding the evelopement
o their left rlank. sonfirming tie report by patrol? was definitely the
tnlng to do, but failure to coupletely analyéls the patro%y report resulted

in prematurely employing the Battalion reserve,
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in view of the patrole report, conirilied by later developedMenis, that
the enemy was moving soutieast ol ithie pattalion position should nave in-
diéated that outposting tne ridge woul& nave been suiiicient. ihis could
iiave beern doie witn Battalion Headouariers Gompaﬁy troops of which there

‘were plenty in the Cf.

Thus a great deal of time would have been saved in organizing the
counterattack, and use of troops froﬁ the ?rimary defense would not have
been necessary. |
7+ TANKS

The tanks were emplaced so deep in the position that they were unable
to engage in the defense at all except in tiie counterattack. ihus no ad-
varnibage was taken of their terrific Iire power.

In view of the efiect tanks had on the enemy when they were used in
conjuhction with the counteratitack 1t is believed that their use on tue
primary positions would nave prevented the penetration if not stélled the

ﬂinitial attack.

LESSONS
l. To under estlmate the capabllltles of the enemy in planning an
operation is apt to be fatal to success,
PR e R SRR Y "‘MW%A;-E,.,.,.

2. 'The. limitation in the capabilities of an organiszation irom which
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~organic units have been w1nndrawn mast be éon31dered when comfiltting-that

praeer -
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organigzation to comoat.

Pal ~

34 in plannlng any operatlon tne capabilities awd liwitations ot the

£ ki st T Bt s et e NN, e e

equipment to be used must be con31derqg,

ke A Commander must be constantly Ou une alert to captlllza on any
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advantage galned by his troops.

¢ 5. ﬂvery ellort mnat be made oy a Lomaander to rapidly re-establish

commnnlcatlon or contact witii a lower unlt.

6. To prevent wasting reserves tneir employment must be analized and

i

considered in every respect.
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7+ ‘tanks are poweriful weapons eitier iun deiense or offensive and

their employment must not be slighted.
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