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THE, OPERATIONS OF THE ALAMO SCOUTS (SIXTH U.S. ARMY
SPECIAL RECONNAISSANCE UNIT) ON SELECTED MISSIONS.
( PERSONAL EXHE RIENCE OF THE UNIT COMMANDER)

_ INTRODUCTION

| This monograph .. covers the operations of the Alamo Scouts in three
solected operations -- The advanced Reconnaisbance of Los Negres Isknd
on the night and day of 27-28 February 19lli, the rescue of sixty-six
Dutch and Javanasge prisonera from the Japanese at Cape Oransbari, Dutch
Naw Guinea, -5 0.otober 194k , and the reconnaissance of Albay=-Sorsogon
area ,19 February-26 April, 1945, on the Isknd of Luson, P.I,

Before considering the missions in detail, it is neceésary to take

a look at the situation in the Southwest Pacific Area which'led to the
organisation of an advanceg# reconnzissance unit,

~ Perhaps nowhere else on the battlegrounds of World War II did reconn-
aiéssance play such a vital part as in_ the War againat Japan., With every
amf:hibioua landing a separate operation in itself, and with each main-
tained by a long and preearious_ line of communications, the commanders
e.stilna_te had to ba correct, Tha.re was no opportunity for revision of
| plans once the landing forees had been committed to a beach assault, ‘hence
-4t had to be nearly fiawlaas yet elastic enough to meet the ever present
 frictions of warfare, As never before in hisf.ory, G-2 was @ lled upon to
' eli_.mingte_ the unceftaintiea of terrain and the enemy situation,

_ .' To meet the exacting demands of such warfare, the commander had the
accepted organic intelligence agencies of land, sea and air forces.
Invaluable as these aids were in eliminating an obscure enemy situation,
'anc_l in providing information of terrain which had never been adequately
m pped, their limitations were readily apparent. The air observer or
aerial photography could not penetrate the dense cover of jungle vegetation,
nor could it pick up claverly concealed enamy installations, Suitability
61‘ ‘landing beaches or sites for Anding strips and staging for future
_.-opérations could not always be pre-determined, A1l of these things had to
be known before the Navy could risk beaéh landingss before assault waves
douid establish a secure beach~head, Furthermore, the demands of logistics
required that nothing be placed on the beaches which could not be exploited
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.Eto the fullest‘in bringing to bsar the combihed mighﬁ-qf arns againat.the?
;engmy.whose feputation for_tanacious defense has never been surpasgsed in
_the history of warfere. _

'Ganéral Krauger, Commanding General of Sixth U.S. Army was.quick to
fre@ognizé.the.inherent weaknesses of his organic 1ntelligence-agenciea,
_:and'immédiately took steps to find a soiuvtion to them. - To suppiement the
.'Eintqlliéénce units already-aiailable to him, he needed a 1ong—anied,

;apeoially“trgined group of men who couid "snoop to conauer" in areas

far removed from allied controlled bases--in areas completely dominated

by the enemy. While the idea was not novel in the Pacific, having been

{uséd to & certain degree in.Alaska'#nd by the Marines in operations
'  againét Pacific Island atrongholds, it was General.Kreuger who conceived
;the ldea of establiahing a permanent scouting unit a8 an intelligence
arm of hia command,
 Through Col, H.V, White, his -2, the late Col, F, W. Bradshaw of
fﬁﬁJackson, Hiésissippi was gelected to establish a training center for
..gbcouta on'Férguson Island just off the SE tip of Nsw'Gﬁinea. Col. Brndqhaw
-_ﬁas charged with the turning out of a well—trainad, wellﬁconditioned'group
of men capablé of skillful and secret reconnsissance behind enemy lines
and within their island bases. IWith an innate organizational ability.
- ﬁhq with a rare gift of leadership, Col. Bradshaw was able to accoupiiuh
hiu mission in thé ineredibly short space of six weeks.
| To assure the success of s\;gh an enterprise, it was necessary to select
'férsqnnel wlth extrémé care, In addition to having a sound background in
' ﬁround'combat, 1t was reqnifed that the men have a'high sense of duty,
intelligence_with imagination, self disoipline, common.sénse,rgodd:phySical
| bondition,'and an unselfish and stable emotional baciground, While it was
- obviously. impoasible to éxpect to find the desired atiributes in eveny
individual, men possessing the greatest number of them were selected. To
) inaure that there were no mental reservations on the part of thoss choaen,
each man was required to be a volunteera
| Eqnal in importance to the salection of personnel was training. It was :
heceaaary'to plan a six week training program which would fit the men for |
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b tho t.ype of 1lrcn'k 1n Juhich they would be angaged. It w&s not- rsasible to _
'-.at.tompt- to train them t.horoughly 4n evary sub.ject for there was not enough
r_..'!_t_«ir_ne:_.__ Baoomzing that fact, and realizing that the men already would be
well 'soho'oled in meny subjects of a basie nature, the W ogrém provided
| ;ror "refreahar courues" in wmap raading, soout,ins and patrolling, and in -
o mapons. While no less emphasis was plawd on the fwmer, more time waa
o devoted to message writing, radio cmmnicat-ion, aerial photogra.phy, |
-intqlligence, and the technique of field reconnaissance. One subjeoct which
-proved to be new to &ll trainees was tha.t of the . employing of rubber boata '
in n:lght amphibioua hndinga. A great many hours were devoted to this practice
and as it proved. to be the case in subseguent operations aga:l.nst the aneuw, -
: 'bhe ability to nsgotiate rough svrf made possible the succeas of many nissiona,
R Running a close gecond in importance to night landings was physical |
cond&tioning and nimming. One hour and a half each day over a four week
'peripd;was. _d__ovoi"_,ed to all-round physioal conditioning and upon the completion
of tho doufa'e; ‘it was found that the men were aggreésively r épared both
: "mentalli and’ physioally for the demands of arduous missions in the tield,
| . The six wesk ‘training @ riod was divided into two distinct phases,
~The firat thme and a ‘half weeks were apent largely in the classroom and
- .' on noar‘w tarrain. ‘The last t.wo and ons half weeks concerned themselves
! wit-h st.renous field probims. which ent.a:lled the practical a.pplicat.ion of
_ thosq subjects studied in the first period. The problems themaalvea were
mada aa realiat.ic as poaaible under conditiona which closely appro:dmated
t,_hoaq v_rhich_ would prevail on missions in enemy territory. Throughout the
e'nti-;'e. period, the ,,importanoa’ ‘of aﬁtention t.d detail and careful planning
':'_waa qmphaaised. |
__ Shortly after this first experinental training period, and at a
_ | “time. whon Sixth Army had yet to engage in & ma:}or operation against the
__Ja;nnesa, .General Krsuger had at his disposal a small group of highly
: -trai.nad men the employment of uhich bscame atandard operats.ons prooadure
. .aa- the fwa,r against Japan gained momntum in Now Guinea. A8 the number of
) - aucoeasm ‘completed missions inoreued, the oxpe rience gained thereby was.
| ﬁ:'... ;put t.o use in mpmving 'bha training program. ‘Recommendations and suggestions
"--by t.ha soouts were carerully conaidered and included in tha training ourei-
culun- S |



The shift from New Quinea to the Philippines was a transition period for the

the Scouts, Not oniy uéfé they called upon to perform pure reconnaissance,
‘but, also to parform the function of &an intelligence officér operating
hghind the enemy lines. Intelligence nets had to be established among
guerrilla units, and the information gained evaluated, This new type of
:aparation was allen to the Scouta, for until the landing in the Phil-
ippinss their objective had been cleariy defined in a migsion type ordsru
" The use of inifiative waS'essential, and in many instances the teams had
to learn the hard way, The importance of a sound badkground in intelligence
procedure became even more apparent, and enemy order of battle as well as
flawless message writing had to be stresssd in future training, However,
.1n spite of the changes which had_océured, the sound principles of training
seﬁ forth_originally proved adequate in meeting the new situations, The fact

that not .a single scout lost his life in more than seventy successful combat

missions bore out mot only the importance of careful training and detailed
planning; but also.the irrefutable.value of the painstaking selection of
personnel, | |
| As a result of a long and protracted assault againat the ill-gained
 Japanese Empire, Ground Advanced Reconnaissance came into its own., Through
the far-sightedness of General Kreuger, and ag a résulj of G=2's intelligent
'exploitation of a novel experiment, the expsnditure of the nation's most
precious commodity--human life--was kept to a minimums the certainty of
ultimate vietoyy over Japan was made even more inevitable.-
Bach of the.seventy—odd missions performed by the scouts from December
19h3 to September 1945 fell into one of the following typess
Be Pure Advanced Reconnaissance 2s typified by those missions
carried out for the most part during the New Guinea Campaign--reconn-
aissence of enemy defenses, beaches, terrain, ete, where American oper-
ations were contemplated, far in advanee of our present locations,
| b, Reéonnaissance-Intelligence missions as typified by those carried
out in the Philippines. These missions were concerned not only with:

advanced reconnaissance s but also with organizing interior guerrilla units,
astablishing radio intelligenca nats behind the Japanese lines and in

reporting enemw concentrationa and movements.
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..gyniading Hissions as.tﬁﬁifiedxby the Cabanatusn Prison Release, and
by the mission described in thié'éondgraph. The Scouts were not apecifi-
cally tréined-for this type of mission, and its éssignment was rare.(l)

The balance of the monogfaph troats with one of each of these types,

I ADVANCED RECONNAISSANGE OF LOS NEGROS ISLANDs( 27-28 February 19hL)
THE QENERAL SITUATION ( Map A)

' The_peridd 15 December 1943~ 2 January 19ll, saw succeasive Allied
landings on New Britaiﬁ Island at Arawa(lg'nac 43) and at Cape Gloucester
(26 Dec U43), and on British New Ouinea at Saidor{2 Jan Ll)., The success
met and the rapidity with which theae'operations:progressed made it poss-
ible to advance by séveral waeks the proqected landing in the Admiralty
Isiands. The latter operation was calculated not only to secure for us
desireahle bases for 1and, sea and air operations, but also to dominate
_the Japanese line of communications from the North to Rabaul{ New Britain)
and the Solomon Islands to the South.(g) The capture of the Admiralties
" would be the last step in sealing off the Bismark-Solomons Area from
.éupply and reinforcement, and in denying its use to the enemy for effective
air and navél operations, leaving garrisons totaling over 180,000 troops
in isolated impotance.(g) Accordingly, the scheduled landing in the Admir~
alties was advanced from.l April to no later than 29 February l9hh.(£9

l By earLyIFebruary enemy activity in the Adwiralty Group had deterior—
~ ated greatly. On Los Negros Island activity had become imperceptabls, |
Serwiceable aircraft on Momote Airastrip had disappeared and our own Fifth
| Air Force ﬁaintainéd that the enemy had evacuated the Island of Los Negros
| Af not also Manus Ish nd. (_5_)

‘ RECONNAISSANCE PLANS

~ With the original landing set for 1 April, it had been planned to land
a raconnaissance party by submarine on the Western end of Manus Island,for
~the purpose of scouting out the enemy situation for a few weeks, With the
: advancing of the landing date these plans had to be cancelled, and the
Commanding General, GHQ, SWPA called for a reconnaissance in force by
elements of.Sixth'Anqr in thé vicinity of Momote Airstripg " If the attack-
troops, limited to 80O men, found the area inadequately defended, they
| (1,2,5) Personal knowledge; (3,l4) R-1,P.1,11 ‘ |
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would hold on and dwait rainforcement, reconnaissance would then be trans-

formed into invasion."(6) . _

The Commanding General, Sixth Army then made the daciaion to land one
-reinforcad squadron of tha First Cavalry Division , and also directed that
one Alamo Scout Team he landed L8 hours prior to the invasion to determine
insofar as possible the enemy situation in the Homote Area of Los Negros
Igland, The landing was to be made under the covef of an airstrike on
Momote Alratrip. (7)

Once the mission had been assigned, the designated team consisting of
one officer and five enlisted men reported to G-2 of Amy for briefing. A
caraful study was made of existing maps and air photos and the known enemy
situation ‘provided the background for the misaion plan, G=2 eatimated the
enemy strength on the island group to be approximately 14300 in spite of
air reuonnaiéaance reports to the contrary, with 2400 on Los Negros Island
for airdrome defense,

'MISSIONs To determine the enemy situation in the Momote Area , Los Negros
Island. |
- TEAMs 1st Lt. J.C. R. McGowan, Team Leader
~ /Sgt Ramires, Asst Team Leader
Cpl McDonalgd
Cpl Roberts
Pfe Legoud
_ Pvt. Gomez
| PLAN: To depart from Finschafen, N.d, 0300 26 February aboard a Navy PBY,
and arrive at dawn off the South Coast of Los Negros, The plane would land
1fh mile off shore from which point the team would land by rubber boat, The
pick-up time was set for dawn the following day. The landing would be
covered by an airstrike on Momote Field., In detail, the team planned to
land just_ﬂw of Chapotup Point, SW of Momote Field, Upon landing and after
ail~round gsecurlty had been established,the rubber boat would be deflated

- and hidden in the vieinity of the landing point. (Map B)

' (G)ZR—I, P.113 (7) Personal Knowledge
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Initially an azimuth of L5 degrees would be followed to Porhamenemen
Creek where a crossing would be made into the area SW of the airsatrip.
Uging concealment, a reconnaissance of the entire Moﬁbte area would be
made. The team planned to return to its pick-up peint by dark to await
pick-up at 0630 the following morning, Aside from the five man rubber
boat which would be their landing eraft, the team planned to wear
_ bamouflaged.jungle suits; ponchosa '?éﬁgfg;ibines, one tommy gun, and
a fow hand grenades plus one SCR 300 for commuhicétion with the plane
were cairied. Two days supply of "K" rations were carried, In the event
that plck-up failed, the team planned to retreat to the remote part
of Manus Island and attempt to contact friendly natives.

Execution: The team departed from Finschafen at 0330 26th February,
Because of a heavy storm, the pilot of the PBY felt that it would be
very dangerous if not impossible to land at éea, and returned to
Finschafen at 0830 the same day, The team left Finschafen again at
0300 the following morning, 27th February and the Catalina landed in
broad daylight at 06LS, 1/2 mile off shore. At this time it was found
that the hoat could not be removed from the plane fully inflated and

- ag a result iﬁ?ad to be placed in the water partially deflated and

‘then pumped up, In broad daylight 1/2 mile off shore, neither the pilot
-nor the team leader felt secure--particularly as there was no diver-
sionary airstrike going on against the enemy defenses, The bombing had
been rescheduled for 1000 hours, Sincé thelgnding had been made 1/2
mile off shore instead of the planned 1/} mile, the team had to paddle
-ﬁﬁice as far and be exposed to enemy observaiion twice as long., With
‘conditions as unfavorable as they were, the team leader later stated that
he felt his chances of getting ashore unobserved and of not meeting the
entire Japanese garrison waiting for him were non-existent,

- The team made its landing however at 0715 just NW of Chapotut Point.
AfgergreOOnnoitering the entire area in the vicinity of the landing
poini and setting up all-round security, the boat was deflated and
hidden. The hiss of air as it escaped from th;“ggﬂﬂﬁgﬁﬁ.

9=
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to the team as if a thousand locomotives were letténg off asteam.

| At 0745 the team leader led out on an azimuth of 145 degfeea
- toward Momote Airstrip. Progress through the heavy rain forested area
was slow and it wasn't until O945 that the team encountered the first
signs of enemy activity, These consisted of Conda vines extending from
tree to tree about five feet off the ground, The vines apparently were
strung up as guides for night movement In the heavy wooded area, At
1000 two short machine gun bursts were heard in the distance, and
shortly thereafter our bombers and fighters were heard bombing the
enemy airstrip,. .The heavy overhead cover prevented the team from
observing however, and as the bombing and strafing sounded very closs
‘to their position, the team loader called a halt, When the strike was
~ over at about 01030, the team continued on the same azimuth and shortly
came Bcross newly dug trenches running NW and SE for approxime tely 200
yards. They were marked by vines running parallel to the trenches and
oémouflaged by branches and leaves still green and fresh, The trenches
themselve s were approximately two feet wide and two feet deep. In the
same area there were three probable machine gun emplacements, At__}OBh
someons was heard screaming as in great pain and someone else trying to
quiet him down. Shortly thereafier a work detail of 15 Japaneae‘wai‘e seen
from a position 15 yerds off a trail. They were moving down a trail
pgrallel to the trenches, and one was carrying a shovel, Their complex-
‘ion Iv_ras fair and they appeared to be in good health. Their unifomes,
slightly da.rker thm our khakis, were neat and new appearing, and their
caps were similar to our fatigue cap but slightly higher and pointed in
front, One of the Japanese was over six feet in heighﬂ and well built;all
were clean shaven, |
o ~ Slightly beyond the trench area was what appeared to be a
bivouae é.rea of native style huts mde of nipa. 48 the team lsader was
ob‘_servirig_ this, a Japanese came around the turn in a trail and stopped
| within fifteen feet of him. The enemy soldier looked around and at one
time seemed to look the team leader right in the eye, The camouflaged
sult and mud streaked face apparently blended in well with the surround-

<10~
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1ng7£oliage however, for'the'Japaneae shortly continued down the trail.
After at#empting to get through to Porharmenemen creek,uincreasing
enemy activity in the area finally forced the team to abandon its efforts,
| At 1300 the team started back to the landing point on an
asimuth of 225 degreea. In oroseing a trail singly, the team becams |
geparated when a group of Japanese appeared - three men having crossed
and the oﬁhsr two unable to do so at that point, The team was finally
able to rendezvous at the initial landihg point at approximately 1800,
During the remalning hours of daylight, the tean reconnolitered as much
of the coast as possible, A small, little used track ran parallsl to
the coaat approximately 30 yards inland. There were no beaches as such
‘as far as could be seen , Rain Forest came right down to the water edge
| and coral extended from the shore out in a reef which was unscovered at
low tide. At dark all-round security was established in the &nding area,
‘and the team remained thers all nighte

| Radio contact was nade with Lhe PBY at ddwn, and a fragmentary
report of ﬁhe mission made to the radio operator of the plane in the event
that the pick~-up failed, The report that the area was'lousey with nipa"'
. almost proved disasterous to the team on teing picked up. The pilot was
g0 anxious to get alrborne that he almost ran the team down, naver stopped
taxiing, and actually picked up the team on the run, The plane arrived
at Finschafen at 0930 28 February 154k, (8)
ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM |

While the team had been unable to carry out its mission

~ completely in that it had been unable to reach Momote Airstrip because
‘of unexpected enemy aotiviﬁy in the area where the trenches were
observed, that intelligénce in itself confirmed the belief that the

- enemy occupied Los Negros in considerable strength. Defensive positions
oW of:nomote Field were located » and the general physical condition

- of the defenders determined, The intelligancé gained by this mission

. enabled the airforcs to plan more accurately the bombing og Los Negros,
and aasiéted the Task Force Commander in his planning of the initial

'.b.nding. Gonceming advanced resonnaissance in Pacific operations of this

': type, thia first Alamo Scout Hiasion provsd the soundness and practicability

(8) Personal Knowledge, R~2
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of employing amall teama in thisg manner.

1. It is highly unsatisfactory, and jeopardizes the suoceas
of the entire mission to land an advance reconnaissance force in broad
daylight so obviously under the observation of the snemy, Captured
documents strongly indicated that the landing had teen observed by’
the enemy, and further that it may have caused a shift in enemy dispo~
sitlona for at dast one battalion moved § and SW of Momote airstrip
Just prior' to the landing of the Task Force on the 29th of Pebruary, In
this particular instance this disposition worked to our advantage, for
the &k nding was not made by the Reconnaissance In Foree on the South
Coast of Los Negros Ishnd, but it could have proved emls rrassing to
our forces had it been made in that area.(9)

_ 2. Catalina Flying boats are not suitable for ]andiné reconn-
alssance elements in such close proximity to the enemy. They cannot land
in the dark, and are definitely restricted to fairly smooth water in
landing, | | |
| 3+ The eowfusten resulting in launching the rubbesr boat from

- the Catalina and in being picked up from the water was largely caused

by lack of practice and rehersal on both the part of the plane crew and
t-hé_ team, Had more time been available, the need for rehersal was indicated.
Le A misaion of this type should be executed afetr a night
inding « Darimess affords more security, and definitly limits the
opportuniw for obaervatio;m by the enemy,.
5¢ A'team consisting of one officer and five men proved |
ideal for the 't.ype of mission called for. It is small, easily controlled,

and highly mobile. In jungle terrain where the avenues of esocape are

practically unlimited, it was felt that the weapons carried would prove

adequate in massing enough fi.repower to cover a getaway,
6 It is dangerous to carry just one radio in with the team.

_The success of the entire mission and the welfare of the team dependedon

the proper functioning of the single SGR 300 taken in by the team, Two
radios should be taken in on landing whenever possible.
(9) Personal knowledge
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I1, CAPE ORANSBARI MISSION (i - 5 October 19lls)
Mispions To rescue and evacuate a Dutch family of fourteen and

sevaral Javanese who were held prisoner by the Japanese in an un-
named village _a-ppro:dﬁiéiy thi'ea miles up the Maori River, The number
of enemy in the village was estimated to b» twenty-six. (10)

Composition of the Teams

1lst Lt, Tom Rounsaville, Team Leader
lat Lt. Willlam E. Nellist, Apast Team Leader
T/Sgt Alfred Alfonso

8/8gt Thomas Siason

Sgt Harold Hard

Cpl Andy E, Smith

T/5 Wilbert Wismer

Pfe Francis Laquier

Pfc Gilte rt Cox

Pfo (alen Kittleson

Pfe Franklin Fox

Pfo Rufo Vaguilar

Pfec Bob Asls

end Lt Louie Rapmund, NICA, Interpreter
3 native guides, NEI

Conteot Teams
lls*b Lt John M, Dove
/L William Watson - -

Pvt Charles Hill
Mo, M.M. 1/¢ KW, Sanders (USN)

GENERAL SITUATION

The American landing at dape Sansapor, Dutch New Guinea on 30 July
194l was the last operation on the Isind of New Guinea, Followed on 15
September 154l by our landing on Morotai Islhnd, the New Guinea Campaign
‘was effectively c]:osed. The Allies now had powerful airbeses and strong
groung forces strategically locatsd for another long step northward, New
Gﬁinea as & baLsp for enemy operations had been effectively neutralized,
and over 200,000 Japalnase troops had been by-passed and isolated in’ the
Southwest Pacific Area, (11) ((¥Map 1)

Among those areas by-passed was included the Cape Oransbari area on
_ thé western shore of (eelvink Bay, and just SW of Noemfoor Iskh nd. }
'Intelil_.igenca information indicated that a Duteh family and several Javanese
wgre held prisoner by the isclated Japanese forces in the Maori River

| (10) B35 (1) Bk
_. | 13-
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area, A previous reconneisss ce of the coastal area in that vieinity
in August revealed that there ware probably several isolated enemy
pockets inland from the coast as well as a possible barge station at
the mouth of the Maori River, (12)
Landing Operations (13)

a., The inding team and the contact team departed from Biak Island
on U October 194l Using PT boats, the team arrived off of Cape Oransbari

at approximately 1900 hours the same day and were landed in five man
rubber assault boats by the contact team 3 1/2 miles North of the Gape.
Two SCR 300 radioes were carried by the landing team and a third was
retained by the contact party on the lead PT boat for ship-to-shore
communication, Carbines, M-3 Sub-Machine guns , smoke and fragmentation
grenades and hunting knives comprised the team armament, Map C3(J2)

b For security on landing, one native gulde was sent to the front,
one to the right, and one to the left, The remainder of the team stayed
at the landing point. The natives returned in twenty minutes with a
negati#a report and the contact team was released to return to the walt-
ing PT boats. The team then proceeded in an gasterly direction on a
natlive track so as to approach the native villagelﬁn the Maorl River
‘from the rear, o
_f' ce The estimatsd time for the mission was 12 hours,
© Operations Ashores (1h)

The Scout Team preceded by native guides continued along the trail
‘toward the objective, arriving at Point.“A" at 0200 5 October , ( Map C)
At this point ths team was dispersed and all-vound security established,

The natives were sent into the village to obtain last minute information
on enemy strength and dispositions, to locate the prisoners, and to
secure if possible additional guides, The netives retursed in forty-five
minutes with additional guides as well as the necessary informatlon.
Baged on the information received, the following plan was made:

‘8s The taam'leader; gix men and three native guides were to procesd
to Point "B", a large native hut occupied by eighteen Japanese.(gﬁg_g)
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: b. The Assistant Téam Leader, four men and two native guides were to
proceed to Point "C" where 1t was reported that four Japanese manned an
outpost with two machine guns, (Map C) .

- ¢y Two men and one native were to proceed to Point ﬁB“ ancother hut
.accupied ‘by two Japanese Kempetal men and & natice chief who was being
held as hostage, ( Map C)

d. At approximately 0Lo0 thé signel for simultaneous attacks on the
- four objectives would be the initial bust of fire from Point upv,
| e, In the event that the group at Point "C%, some 2 1/2 miles down the
anri River could not hear the firihg in the village, the Ksadstant Team
Leader was instructed to aécomplish.his mission at dawn,.

: £, The Dutch interpreter with two natives would move to the huts

containing the prisoners at Point ngH immediately afetrthe fire'fight.

g. A radio veported to be in the hut at "D and Japanese supplies
-would be deatroyed prior|to the departure of the group in the village
for Point P :

. h. Upon the auocessfﬁl accomplishment of the miaaionlin the village,
a messenger would be diaﬁatohed to Point "G" so that the Assistent Team
Lea er could notify the Gontact Team to come in for a pick-up, as soon
;as the mschine guns and Aick—up point were aeoured.

Execution of the Plans(ls)

‘The Team Leaders group approached the hut at "B* and was in position

' at_OhOO._The enemy was pneparing a meal and uasaoblivious of the teamt!s
praéenoe. The_Team.Leadeé aliowed another ten minutes for the other groups
to get into position andithen opened fire. One white phosphorous gesnade
was tossed into the hut to facilitate more accurate firing and better

' lighting. The firing, beginning at OL10 ceased at 0h13 and the hut was sur-
rounded, Six Japanese wege then found in a trench te the rear of the hut.
Two of these were killéd;and four were badly wounded but managed to escape
into a. swamp twanty yards 4o the rear of the hut. They could be heard
-screaming and groaning, but the team lsader deemed 1t inadviseable to enter
the swamp at that time, In the viecinity of Point "B" twelve Japanese were
found dead., With the four inthe swamp, &ll were accounted for except two -

who were believed to be hunting pigs in the bush,
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| At Pgint "D" the men entered the hut housing the two intelligence
men, on the initial burst from Point ¥B', One was knifed to death and
,aﬁ attenmpt was'made to capture the other, Unfortunately, however, he
wag hit so hard by oﬁe_of the scouta that he died. The native chief
~was released and the hut thoroughly searched for_documenta.'
Af'ser the'fir@igtkhﬁ in the village, the Dutch Officer-interpreter
rounded up the.prisonera with hhe assistance of the overjoyed natives,
The Asalstant Team Leader with four men and the guide at Point "C"
wore in positioﬁ at 0400 but.failed to hear the firing from the village.
At 0530 two men were placed on the left side of the hut; iwo on the
right and one to the rear in the direction of the village. There was one
sentry on guard in front of the hut, and shortly after 0530 three more
Japanese appeared in front near the sentry. The seouta opened fire at this
‘tihe killing two outright and badly wounding the others, The two wounded
‘were killed and the area thoroughly searched. The two machine guns, of
Britieh make, were found in good condition with an emple supply of
aﬁmunition.This éroup then established a amall'perimeter with the machine-
guns at the pick-up point, Point "F", to safeguard the evaeuation;'Upon
arrival of the messenger from the village atb approﬁimﬁtely 0615, the
Contact Team was'picked up on the radio and told to come in to Polnt "FM,
 In the meantime, the portion of the team in the village under the
~ direction of the Team Leader hed completed preparing the rescued personnel
for evacuation at 0530, A phosphorous grenade was tossed 1nte the enemy
"supplies setting them ongﬁggp. Ahthermite grenade was tossed into the radio
transﬁitter. The group then depafted for the plck-up point with rear and
front security for the rescued sixty-six personnel, The entire party waa

taken aboard the PT Boate at 0700 S October, The grpup returned to Biak

Igland where the rescued personnel wera turned over to the Dutch Authorities,

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM:
| The success of the mission depended not only upon accurate and re-
. liable information of the enemy, but also upon detailled planning, flaw-

less execution Bo as to achieve surprise, and careful coordination
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between all elements of the team, As an example of a night attack, although
on a Small scale, the execution of the miassion followed the basic prin-
ciples of surprise, detailed planning, close codrdination, and atteck
agéinst limited, well-defined objectives, The initial plan was followed

to the letter and success depended on each element carrying out its

particular task.

LESSONS LRARNBDt _
.:' It was the opinion of many experienced personnel that it would have
been preferable for the team to have landed in the area a day earlier
so:hhat & daylight reconnaissance of the area could have been made, In
| suph,an'ehent planning might have been more accurate and'many uncertain-
tiea would have been eliminated,

~ The use of native guides and an interpreter greatly facilitated the
accomplishman£ ofthe mission and lessened the time element required for

- execution considerably.
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_III. LEGASPI-SORSOGON PENNINSULA MISSION (19 Feb - 26 April 1945)

GENERAL SITUATION

~ The letter of instructions received from the Gommanderain-chief, : oy
SWPA by £he Commanding General, Sixth Army early in February outlining
_the strategic objlectives of the Luzon Campaign following_the cépture of’
Manila, had also directed tﬁat Sixth Army press operations to open '
Batangas Bay and clear the enemy from the area South of Laguna de Bay,
(26) | | | |
In accordance with the above general instructions, the Commanding .
Genérﬁl, Sixth Army planned to land the 158th RCT (Reinforced) at
Legaspi on 1 April 1945 with the mission of reducing the enemy defenses
in the Legaspi~Sorsogon area, and then of pushing NW to effect a Jjunction
‘with the American elements moving SE from Laguna de Bay into the penn-
inﬁula. The overall stratégic results desired wefe to secure the
northern exit o San Bernadino Strait. (an
In addition to scattered elements in the Sorsogon—Albay areas, the
| Jépanese wers believeduto have a highly organlized beach defense system
at Legaapi, reinforced by artillery ranging from 105 mm howltzers to
_sik inch_coast defense guns, It wéé estimated that an enemy force of
' between 1500 and 2000 men were located in the organized defensive area
Legaspi~Camalig-Mt. Bariwy. (18)
| . Other than the above information of the enemy, however, the sit-
uatipn was'obsdure, and in order to clarify it, the decision was made
by the Qoﬁmanding General, Sixth Army to send one Alamo Seout team
into the area pribr to the landing at Legaspi. (1%) Map D
Mission:
: ;'To land in the SorsogorAlbay area, develop the enemy situation
after contacting guerrilla units, and wire out all enemy information
and recommendations for ‘guerrilla supply. (20) '
: (16) R=7,p. 6hr65 (1?) Personal knowledge- (18) R-7,p.65;(19) Personal
Xnowledge (20) R«8
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Composition of thl,Teams. - ' L

William E. Nellist, 1at Lt., Team Leader

Wilbert Wismer, Sgt., Asst, Team Leader

Andy Smith, Sgt.

Galen Kittleson, Sgt.

Robert Asis, Sgt.

Thomas Siason, S/Sgt.

Vineent Quipo, Philippine Message Center radio operator

Planz
To depart Lingayan Gulf via Catalina Flying Boat and land at

Megallanas which was known to be free of the enemy. Upon landing, to
contact guerrilla elements located there, verlfy enemy diapositions
in the Sorsogon area and then cover Albay Province on order from Sixth
'Army

Execution of the Misaion. (21)

The team left Lingayan on 19 February 1945 and were landed by
Catalina the 3a£§_ﬁay at 1000 at Megallanes, Guarrillas of the
Escudero unit_were'contacted there, and after daric the team pro-
ceeded by banca to Caslgurdn and by foot to San Juan, then HQ of
the Escudero unit, ,

Upon arrival at San Juan, the Querrilla leader reported that the
only enemy concentrations in the area ﬁere at San Francisco and Bulan,
Iﬂfonmation was‘not considered reliable by the team leader and he
requested an ammunition drop at San Juan., Escudero was instructed to
meet the team leader at Bulan after receiving the drop. Three members
of the team were left &t San Juan, apd the rest of the team proceeded
by foot to the vieinity of San Francisco, arriﬁing there on 22 Feb-
ruary. Headquarters of the team waé astablished near Bulan on the
23rd February, Reconnaissance of thdentire area was made, and
éscaptd Formosens and one captured Japanese were questioned. In-
telligence concerning the'enemy dispositiohé,in the two towns was
' fadioed to Sixth Army Headquarters. On the 27th of February, a radio
from Sixth Army requested that a beach reconnalssance of the Bulan
area be made. Using native bancas, soundingg and a reconnaissance |
were made on the night of the 27th..

(21) r-8
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:4 On 28 February the team leader sent three’meh to Jovellar, Albayﬁ
to make a check on activities in that area in anticiﬁapion'of early
orders from Sixth Army for the team to develop the Alé;‘éituation.
Making the trip by banca at night, the men took a radio with them.
_ On 29 Februaxy3 the guerrila leader Eacudero arrived at the team
. headquarters near Bulan with 200 arms. The Lapus Unlt which was operat-
ing in Sorsogon was having trouble with Wscuders so the team lsader
took command of both groups to eliminate friction and discord., On
March 1 and 2 the Japanese garrisons outside_of Bulan were driven into
-“tﬁe-town proper by attacks led by the scouts. The town was captured on
3 March and.the remaining eﬁemy fled to San Francisco which was the only
raﬁaining.enemy garrisen on Sorsogon. - During'the enemy retreat to San
Francisco, three scouts ambushed 17 Japahésea Sixteen were killed and
' one eséapéd; A roster captured in the town indicated that 159 Japanese
~had left Capul and landed in Sorsogon in small groups with the intent
to infiltrate north to ﬂlbay. It 1s belleved that these were killed
by guerrilla actlion and that none arrived in Albay Province. As a result
| - of the Bulan action,: 30 Japanese were killed and 7 guerrillas killed and
six wounded, The wounded personnel were ‘evacuated by PT boat,

On L4 March a message from Army divected the scout team to procede

to Albay for the purpose of developing the situation there, The team
qﬁparted the night of the fourth by bﬁnc& to Donsol and by foot to
.3ove11ar, Albay and established headquarters at the latter point on

6 March, As soon as radic: communications were re-established with Army,

the team was requested to make a beach reconnalssance of Malacbalac.

| Three scouts with a radio were sent down the Jovellar River and up the
" coast to Malacbalac by banca. The report of the reconnaissance was
sent into.Anmy on the Bth of March,

- On 9 March the team leader was placed in command of all guerrilla
units in Sorsogon and Albay on.order from sixth Army. A conference was
called of all guerrilla leaders in Albay the following day at which
.time_sectors were assigned for each unit. In general a guerrills line
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was placed arcund the concentration of ensemy in Gamalig, LegaSpi, and
Daraga, and a force placed at Nasisi to prevent infiltration of the
_Japanese north to Mt. Isarog. This disposition was not ‘changed until
ﬁhe arrival of the American'Landing Force at Legaspi on 1 April, During
this period there were daily contacts with the enemy and e;entﬁally
all of their outposts were driven into én area called "Little Bataan",
‘the general Legaspi-Legaspi Port area. During this pefiod a permanent
drop area was established in the vieinity of Jovellar where two scouts
weré placed in charge of the drop Operatiohs and supply dump. Thé rest
of ihe team remained near Camallg in radio contact with Army. With the
dropping of 250 dmall arms with ammunition, the scout-guerrilla force
had approximately 700 small arms, 3 bazookas, lj LOM's, L 8lmm mortars
and 2 cal. 5O heavies in Albay Province., A guerrilla communication net
was set up so that there was radio communication with the five units in
:Albay. In contacts with Army,.boﬁb strikes were requested against pin-
pointed targets; The resulting bombardment was excellent.
On 27 March £he'scout radio station was placed in direct contact
with the Task Force (158 RCT) then on its way to effect a landing at
_ ngaspi Port. Géntact'was maintainted until the landing on 1 April at
which timelthe Team Leader reportéd to the Commanding General of the
Task force to work with the Headquarters on intelligence and employ-
mint of guerrilla units.
On QOZApril scouts took 130 annéd.guerrillas of the Rudolfc
unit to Catanduanes Island. In five days 86 of the estimated 115
Japanesa on the island were kllled, and on the 26th they reported
that only a few enemy scattered in the hills remained,
_ The team left Legaspi Port abeoard a supply ship returning to
Lingayan Gulf on 26 April and arrived at Sixth Army at 1100 27 April.
ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM:

The intelligence gained during the mission proved to be invaluable
]
_ to the Task Force making the landing at Legaspi Port on 1 April 1945.
In addition to the information gained during the long mission, constant
-0} '
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h&rraésment by organized end ably lead Quérrilla unita bcattefed the
defending enemy and greatly reduced his ability to concentrate any
apprecliable fdrce against the task force landing. Leadership of the
Scout, Teém Leader in eliminating friction between discordant guerrilla
units was outstanding and it was through his éfforts that it was
_po§Sibla to weld them into an effective fighting unit., Despite the small
'group of scouts which'the_team leader had at his disposal.to accomplish
his mission, the initiative displayed by the individual team members in
‘carrying oﬁt their aasigned tasks assured suceess. In considering the
size of the area in which the tean operatad,.it might have been better
to_have'seht in two scout teams to accomplish the mission. However,

with the team landing'so far in advance of the actual Task Force operation
at Legaspl Port, more than sufficient time was available to cover.the
entiré Sorsogoh—ﬂlb&y Area, _

Without a thorough knowledge and appreciation of intelligence ;
procedures and principles, the team would not have been able to ;;complish
its_task._ A good radio intelligence net was essential so that the wealth
of“information available could'be gathered, evaluated and put to best |

use through Sixth Army and later to the Task Force at sea.

LESSON&_ RARNED

All guerrilla and civilian information will be highly exaggerated
but by careful and thorough qpestioning it 1s posalble to arrive at
4 fairly rellable estimate, ' o

For the sake of diplomacy and tact, contact should be made with all
the important people in a locality. Then contact should be made with
the guerrilla leadeﬁs and the mission thoroughly explained to them. If
the guerrilla leaders are told that the information gathered by them
.will be reported to Army Headquarters with mention of their names, effort
on their part wili be increased immensly.
© ALL factdons in an area should be contacked. Different political
Qroﬁps 6ften try to run-down'and discredit other groups. By-gath;fing
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information from all of them the intelligence value can be better
determined.

Road watches and OP's manned by civilians and guerrillas have to
_ bé'checked freaquently 53 the untrained personnsl leave their posts
with great regularity.

Civilian officials are often the best source of information. The
enemy will always contact these people when they want carrlers or assistance
such as carts or food. Frequently the officials are familiar with
the officers, the namelbf the unit, the number of arms and its
physical condition and morale.

. It is necessary to acoompany civilians and guerrillas to some
point where the information can be pointed out as they generally have
‘no éppraciation of terrain or maps. | |

When American soldiers ave around the native personnel, both
civilian and guerrilla are inclined to become careless. It is necessary
to check frequently when these people are manning guard posts, out-
posts or used as scouts,

At least two SCR~69L's should be carried on such a mission with
plenty of spare tubes and batteries.

A more than adequatecsupply of medicinals should be carried as
the team will be expected to teeat native personnel and guerrilla
casualties as well as their sick. For the same reason, ample supplies

of clgarettes should be taken along as they are in great demand.




