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DEE OPERATIONS OF THE.270Y INFAWPEY ( am INFANTRY
DIVISION) ON GUADALCANAL, SOLOMON “ISLANDS
110 JANUARY 1943 - 13  JANUARY 1943
(GUADALOANAL CAMPAIGN} ™~ -
(Personal Experiemce of a Rifle Platoon Leader)

JIHIROIUCTION

The 27tk Infantry Regiment, 25th US Division, proudly shares
the commendation awarded the Divieion by the late Lieutensnt General
(then Major Genoral) Alexander M. Patoh inm Genersl Orders Number 52,
Headguarters XIV Corps, dated 7 Harch 1943 which reads in part.
ns421% was largely through the sustainped @rive of the 25tk Division
that the last ¥estige of organized resis tance on Guadaicansl was
crushed agd_ppsagssio:n of this si_:ratagioally_ jmportant Island, so
vital to projec_tadr operations, finally wrested from tia hands of the
Japaness on 2 Pebruary 1943.***" (1)

. The participation of the 27th Infantry as part of the 25th
.'Biﬂa_ion's oﬂ’ensive operatio;z_s on andalpml, Solomon Islanda, was
continuous from 1_0 - g’? January 1943 however, herein is contalned
obly the aetion of the Regiment during the period of 10' - 13 Janusry.

In order to more fully understand th® signifiocance of thia
operatiqp as it applies to early US offemsive moves against the
Japsnese, oertain events regarding the war im the Pacifio mst be
reviewed,

Since the surprise attack on Pearl Harbor on 7 Deeember 1941,
Japanese expansion in tke Pacifie hy early August of,isd.a had taken
the form of & gigantic perimeter, 1nolud_,ad. in whiaﬁ were convenient
naval and air bases from which to continme their soutimard thrust.
Together with thelr mandated possessions, this perimeter s:ten@ud from
the Aleutians in the north, to the Solomon Islands, Hew Guinea, the
Hethe'rlm.lda Indiea and Maylsya im the aoutkh and southwest, (See Hap- 4)

Evidence that the enmemy had designs for further southward enlargee
ment of this vaet cordon was mamifested im the dl scovery on 4 May 1942

{1) a-1.



thet Japanese forces 1ud establisisd.a aval. besq.st-Talagh sad bad ...
started comstruotionof am airtield on Guadslosnsl, Mtb. in 58 fouthera
tip of the Solomon Islands. (See Map 4) From Guadaloanal they would be
in s position to use lamd haged bombers asgainst the Kew Hebrides Islands
to the south, the next step inm their advance toward Anstralis. {2)
Previously, the battle of the Coral Ses in Nay 1942, and the
battle of Midway in June 1942 had taken a heavy toll on Japan's Naval
foroes, This discouraged her in further designe on our Central Pacific
rossessions, so she turned her attention toward further ‘axpaﬁsion
southward. Couversely, these two viotories had restored the balance
of ses power 1_;0 the United Statea, tims offering the first opportunity
%o strike an offensive blow northward. Witk the discovery of Japsnese
activity on Guadalecanal and Tulagl, the time had definitely arrived

for a move 10 the north as the first step iz safeguarding our long

lines of communications to Australia. (3).

The Unitet_i dtates Marines in.ngz_zratm_i land offensive moves
agalnst the Japanese in tle Pacific on '? Angust 1942, On that dsy
the lst Earine Division, reinforcedsunder the comam} of Lientenant
General (then Major Ger_nera.l) Alexapder A, Vandegrift, landsd on
Gnadalcanal.and Tulagi. (4}

The Marines landed unopposed on the north shors of Guadalcansl
betwesn the Ilm and the Temaru Rivers, It was learned later that the
eneny force holding the Island censj.s ted mainly of laborers and a few
naval personnel who had taken to the hilla at the start of the
tombardment. By the evening of 8 August, the valuable éirﬁel& prize
was czptured, aﬁd on 20 Angust it was made operational. The strip
waawnamed Henderson Field in honor of a Marive pilot killed dwing the
bettle of Midway, (5)

The Japansse were gquiek to recover from this surprise blow.

{2) A-2, po 13,143 43, po 1,2, (3} A~8, Do 14: A=3, DPe2; A=d, p. 115,
{4’) -‘-ag P 14. (5) Av"'sg Pt 66,67; 1-5' p. &1.



They iqlm_ediataly r_nsl;gd__ rei nforosments onto the Vllland, and the next
five.monthsi-\-&vﬁ’ {bha_r_aeterised by a series of fanatleal #ttacks te
regapture the airfiéld end annihilate American foi-cen. These attagks
were started on 21 Avgust agalnst Marine positions on the Temam
River ani aantim;e@l in September against the ridge pogitions south
of Henderson Field. On $ Ootober, olements of the Amwerieal US
Divizion beggn minforsing the weary Marines. Later the same month
the determined Japanese made a.;:ofher strong but unsuccessful attempt
to retake the Island; this time the sttack came from the west and is
remsmbered As the battle of the Matamkau Biver. (6} 7

The orisis on Gmﬁalcanal oont_j.mc} into November and it was not
until the 25th US divislon under the command of General (them Hajor
General) J. Lawton Collins began arriving on 17 December 1942 that
safficient forces were availa'ﬁla to initiate an offensive to drive
the remaining Japanese from the Ial#nd "ap vital to projected
operationa.” (7]

Upon arrival on Guadelecansal, the Division oamo under opera;tioul

control of XIV Corps commanded ty the late Liemtenant Gemeral {thea

-ilajor General) Alexander M. Pateh, U, 3. Arsy, who had assamed

gommand from Generzl Vandegrift. (8)

Guadaloansl is spproximately 90 miles long and 25 miles wide.
For the most part it is covered with dense jungle growth. ‘Bordering
it on the morth is a flat, grassy plein whick extends several thousand
yards inland to & series of grass and juugle covered ridges. L _

eentral mountain range running east and west extends almost the entire |

'length of the island, The northern coastline is also dotted with a

series of large cocoanut groves. (9]

When the 25th Division landed, US forces held an ares along the
north ¢oast epproximately 25 miles long and 5 miles wide. The
main forces were employed against Japanese congentrations soms 12
miles west of Henderson Field, The 2nd Marine Division held this

(6] h‘g P 2»4‘: “"7, Pe 707;708; ‘."5. P 14. (7] A-1, j 3; ‘i-?g
pe 707,708, (B} A-2, p. 14. (9) 4~8, p. 19; Personal Enowledge.



line from Poigt Gml_ s_ev_eral tl;ousam;i_ yards inlgnd, The 1.tn|_a then
eurve¢ eastward to the Hatanikau River ani was taken np Bty the 3rd
Battalion, 182na Infantry, Americal Division, The 132nd Infantry

of the Amerloal Division was holding & line against strong emsmy
concentrations on the western ‘slope of Mt. Amusten to the southeast

of the Matanlimn River. The remainder of the Ameriocal Divisionm held

8D inner perimeter aronnd'Eeudarson Field apd othe vj.tal iastallations.
2he 147th Infantry, = seWate regint, guarded a flghter strip under
construction several miles to the east of Henderson Pleld. (See Eays

B and C} (10}

DIVISION S

The 26th Division was sctivated in Hawaij on 1 October 1941 nnﬂ,
received gll of 1ts traizﬂ.pg there. Its infantry anits coueisted of
the 27th, 85th a:nd_lelnt‘Reg:lments. ?he Division left Hawaii for
Guadalcanal,'s.I. in threg convoys; the first on 25 November 1948; the
second on 6 December 1942, and ti» third on 16 December 1942, The
27tk Infantry sailed in the second eonvoy and arr:.wed on Gunadalcanal

30 December 1942, (11) _

Immediately upon landing the Division went 121159 bivouas in &
¢ocoannt grove just east of l_iandaraog?ielgl near the coast. Twenty-
four days at sea, on a orowded tramsport had been considsrably
-detrimntal to the physical condition of the persomnsl; however, due
to the time oocupied in unloading ships, sorting equipment and making
final preparations for combat, no time could be spent in training or
condi tioning., (12)

Cn 5 Ja.m:ary_:_l%:i, Vm__corpa gave the- 25th Division 1ts miseion
for the all ont attack to be launched 10 Jamaary, only six days after
the last convoy bad arrived on the island. (13) The resson for such
rapid committment was to fully utilize the maximum efficiency of the .
Division before the personnel became sick with mzlaris and dysentary.

(10) A-8, p. 20,21. (11) A~1, p. 1,2; Personal Knowledge. (12) Personal
Enowledge, (13) 4-1, p. 4,5; Personal Enowledge, £14) 4-8, p. 19.
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In tho_plag o:f ZIV Gq?ps. _tj;e.Z.Sth :Divigion was given the niss_iog
of attacking westward thro_ugh the presently established lineﬁenvelope
the eneny's south flan.k,-r;educe the enemy position on Mt. Austen, é.nd
sieze the Corps objective, approximstely 3000 yards to the west. (Ses
Map C) The 2nd Marine Division was to meintain contaot with the Division
on the righte The Reconmaissance 3quadron of the Americal Divielon,
the 1st Battalion 2nd Marines and the 3rd Battalion, 182nd Infantry

would be sttached to the 25th Division. {(See Map C} (15)

Japanese dispositiona in the Division zone were falrly well
known; however, théir actwal strength could not be determinsd, They
were known to lold the western part of Mt. Austen in force mmd were
also known to have well org\anized pesitions on Hills 52 and 53. An
area cailsd the Pwater hole" in the ravine southwest of Hill 66 was
also reported ‘uyrthe Harines to be heavily defsnded, (See Map C)

The Division Commander decided on the followirng scheme of
manouvers the 35th Infantry, would relieve the 132nd Infantry and
contain the strong enemy force on Mt. Austen with one Battalion. The
reminder of the Regimgnt would mke a tﬁrning movement south of
E111 27 to capture Hill 44, Upon capture of Hill 44, the Regiment
weuld continue its attguk wastward to aleze _ths.t portion of the
:Diviion objective in 1ts zone. (See Map ¢) (17}

The 27th Infantry with the Reconnaissance Squadron of the Americsl
Division attachaﬁ. would sieze Eills 50, 51, 52, 53 and 57. It wourid
also be prepared to assist the 35th Infantry., (18)

The 3rd Battalion of the 182nd Infantry would advsnce ita
position to form a block southeastward from E1ll 50 to fmvent the
escape of any enemy between Hills 43, 44 and 27 during the attack of
the 35th Infantry. {(See Map C) The 1l6lst Infanmtry mulﬁ Pe in reserve,
The only artillery pﬁparation to be fired would be placed

(151 "‘"1’ P 1; &ppendix II. {16] “"1' pola,Sl (17) ""19 P- 6,69’
Appendix VI. (18) A-1, p. 6,7,25; Appendix VI,



on the“water hole" southwest of Hill 66+ This was to be angmented

by an serial bombardment. (19)

On 4 Jsanary, the Regzimental Gomnder, Colonel William 4
McCulloch, received the Division warning order, and plans were begun
imeiiately for the attack. {20)

The zone of sotion ussigns@ to the Ragiment'waa approximately
2000 yards wide, The terrain conslsted msinly of grass covered ridges,
which sloped generally to the north and south into dense troplcal
undergrowth.,. When viewed from the air the outline of the Jungle on
the ridges resembled a giasnt galloping horse with meok stretohed to
westward, Hill 50 comprised the tail, 51 the rump, 52 the back, 53
_the head, 57 the forelegs &nd 54 and 55 the hind legs. (See Map D) (21)

Hiil 54, oocupied_ by the lst Battalion, Znd Marines, sloped
almyst vertlcally to the sputh into a deep buwl,_ﬂa.ﬂnaﬁ Wy Hills 50,
81 and 52. _mm south slqpa ef Hills 50, 51, 52 and 53 were covered_
with dense jungle growth and dropped almost perpend.t.eular into the
Matanikau Biver. A ridge ran from Hill 58 in semi-ecircular fashion
to the north and northeast, and terminated in & high rlse of ground,
which dropped agaln into a deep gorge southwest of Hill 54, lkpair
of smaller gra.sé ocovered ridges, named Exton and Sims, in bonor of
0ff1 cers who were killed_. formed croas compartments between Hills 52
and 53 Ruming generally zorth f:mm_Hill 57 were two slender fingers
forming the "horse's" forelegs sad hoofs. These fingers dropped off
precipitously into the weat fork of the Matanikan. Hill 56 oocoupied
by the Reconmal ssance Squgdron of the Americsl Divisicn was undsr
the "horse's belly" and could be likened_ to an islsnd, f2lling off
steeply izn all directions inté a gea of jungle. Rising to the morth
from the west fork of the Mataniksu was Hill .66. (see Map D} (22}

{19) A~-1, ps» 7,8, (20,21} &-1, p. 25; Personal Enowledge. (22)
Personal Enpwledge. ) '



The only___vehiqle_ apprggcl;-_ilgtq-the‘ ragimenta]_. zoneé from the
sast wasa a jeep trai]_.. which croase# the Estaniksn River Just to the
northeast of Hill 56. This trail oxtand_e; only to Bill 56. Supplies
would have to be hand carried from that polnt forward. (See Map D) {24)

In summary, the terrain in the regimental zoue of actiom provided
tha Japapese with excellent observation and field§ of fire from Eills
52, b3, 57 a.nrl Sims and E:toﬁ Ridgea., In addition his tactlcs of
defending jungle covered reverse slopes provided adequate cover and
comsealment for his forward positions and routes of supply. Couversely,
the attaok of the 27th Infantry would have to be made over extremely
rugged, open terrain, flanked on both eldea by denss jungle, In
addi tion, the sj.ngle, vahicle trail 1_nto the reglimental zona would_
not support more than one Battalion'. (24}

The only other feﬂ:ie]_.e approach into the regimeatal zone was
from the north through the ares of the 2nd Marine Divisioa. This
gonsisted of & jeep trail from the Beach Road to H1ll 66. With the
.prohlem of supply uppermost in the Regimental Commander's mind, -
arranzcments were made with the Marines to use this trail for the
movement of troops and supplies. Arrangements were also made for
the nse of a forward assembly area 3ﬁst to the northeaat of Hill 66.
' (See Map d) {25)

Very 1ittle information was known, or could be obtainad conc&rning
the strength of the Japanese in the regimental sone, Commaniers
and Intelligence Officers of the Marine units stated that an area
ealled the "water hole® in the deep draw between Hills 66 and the
“horse' s" forelegs was lmown te be strongdy defended. It was also
learned that the enemy had strong defemsive positions on EHill 52.
Phis was based on the faot that two Marine attacks in battalion strength
had been made agaj.nat that po_sition and toth had failed. Heavy
casualties had been suffered in both attscks, the last of which had

4sken place only two weeks previously. In sddition, it was learned

(25,24,25) A-~1, p. 25,26,42; Personal Knowledge.



that Harine ng;'o}s dirapia.*’;qhed:al_ong”ﬂm so@:hg}d‘ southwest forks
of the Matamiksn hed alweys become heavily angaged, (26)

The Regimentsl Commander degided to employ two battalions in the
attacking echelon. The lst Battaliom, Wwith the Reconmalssance Squadron
of the Amaerical Division attached, was assigned the northern portion of
the zone of action, Its mission was to attack south through the
lines on Hi1l 66 to sleze the forelegs of the "galloping horse™ and
Hi1l 57. (See Map D} The lst Battalion would move to attaek positions

from s forward assembly area northeast of Hill 66. The 3rd Battalion

'was given the mission of attacking westward in the southern portioam

of the regimental zone. It would :mv; through the iline haid by the
1st Battalj.on. 8nd mines on EiJ.l 58 and 54 to capture Eill ‘53, the
"horse's head." (See Map D} The forward assembly area selected for
the 3rd Battalion was just east of the jeep bridge over the ¥atanikan
at the base of Hill 55. (&7)

The toaundary selected betwesn Battaliogs ran generally west-
ward from Hill 54 through the edge of the jungle =outh of Hill
52, to H11l 57.

By XIV Corpa order, the 2nd Merine Division was to mintain
contact with the 25th Division on the right. However, & gap exiatedr

vetween the Sth Marines' positions on Eill 66 and the 25¢%h Division's

" pight toundary, which was also the right boundary of the Regiment.

Phis gap presented a dangerous threat to the right flank of the
1st Battalion, and would have to s clesed prior to the attack.
Py insure olosing the gap between the left flapk of the 8th
Marines and the Division boundary took more time than any other
project and was only gsottled &_l.fte;t' s conference of all parties
conoerneti_ late in the arte:r:-monqu January 8th, when a round table
discussion, faat getting nowhere, was bréught to & conclusion by

the timely arrival of the Corps Commander and Division Commapder.
(26} A=-9. (27) 4~1, p. 25,26,
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This reaultogi 1_n an additional cpmpany_ of Marines Jumping of: after
the bombardment, ‘a:r.tendin.g the line south to the boundary and
£illing the gap, thas insuring safe conduct of the lst Battslion
to that point." (28} |

The Cannon Compeny was to be amployed in support of ti®
attacking Battalions, One plateon, from positions approximately
800 yards esast of Hill 55 would support the attack of the 3rd
Batt_al:lon. and_ one platoon approximately 300 yafds nor theast of Hill
66 would support the attack of the ist Battalion. DPue to the
necessity of paoking the 75mm howitZers to flring poaitions, onlj
two guns from éach of the platoons would be used. {29}

The 2nd Battalion would be in reserve just east of the Hataplilan
at the base of Hill 55, and would oocupy this position after the 3rd
Battalion had moved out in the attack on 10 Janwary. (30}

The Sth Pield Artillery Battalion, which had always teamed with
the Regiment in tra.inj.ng wna to ocontinue this role when the sttack
started on 10 Ju_tuary. Supporting fires wers planned "“on call"

following the participation of the Battalion in the artillary
| preparation on the "water hole,® Liassion Officers were to be sent
to Regiment and the 131; and 3rd Battalions; in addition, one
Forward Observer from sach of the $1res firing betteries would jJoin
each Battalion. (51}

In addition to the fire sapport of the 8th Field Artillery
Battallon, the eantire Division Artillery was to be prepa;-ed to mass
1ts fires inm support of elther the 27th or 35th Infantry. Thiz was
‘stipulated in the Divisior order. (32}

The protlem of saupply for the comim‘atta_ek was complicated by
& shortage of transportation, inaceessible terrainm, and & laei: of
roads, This was especially true 1n the 3rd Battalion zone of acticn
as the jeep trail extenmded only to Hill 55. The 25th Quartermaster
Company, would haul rations, gasoline and ammnition forws:rd to the

(26) 4~1, p. 25,26. (29) A-10. {30} A-1, p. 263 A~1R. (31) A-1, p. 39
(32) A~1l, Appendix VI..
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end of the truck roads. _!’mj thela'?j;h Intamtry, this poi_;t was at
the junotion of the Beach Road and the Marine El.‘ra.j.l.. From there,
only eight jeeps and two &-ton trucks were available in the entire
Regiment for hauling supplies forward to the Battallions. (33)

Te provide for the hand oarry of rations and ammmni tion, 75
native carriers were hired, all of whom were to follow up the drd
Battallon. The Antl-tank Company would alsp be used to hand
carry supplies for both the lst and 3rd Battalions. (34)

o keep down sickmess, the only mess gae.f\tc be earried by
front line t;'dops was & canteen cup and 3poOT. {38} |

The site selected for the command post was at the basé of
Hill 67 immediately east of the Matanikau River. It was to be
oscupied on 9 January. The ardnous task of laying wire to forward
Battalions would start on 8 Jammary. (38)

Oon 8 Janusry, the entire Regiment began the twelve mile
merch by foot toward forward assembly areas. That night the three
Battalions went into bivouac mear the Beaeh Rosd Just east of the
Matanikay River. The :I;’ollo\ylng mornirg, the lst and 3rd Battalions
moved into their forward assembly areas, to begin preparation for the

attack the next mraming, (37)

The plan of - the lst Battalion, commsnded by Lieutemant Colonel
Clande E. Jt;rnsf, was briefly as follows: following the artillery
and air bombardment on'the "water hole,™ and the closing of‘ the g=ap
between Marime positions om Hill 66 and the Divialom right boundary,
the Resomnal ssance Squadron, Americsl Division on Eill 86, would
secure the laft flank of the Battallon by blocking the ravine between
‘Hill 56 and the rear foreleg of the "galloping horse." One Gompany
of the lst Battalion, with & section of heavy machine guns sttached,
wonld then move out and secure tle draw between the Marines unit om

(33) A~1, p.42; Anvex 6, p. 1. (34) A-1, p. 26,42, {35) Personal
Knowledge. (36) A-13, (37) 4~1, p. 26; Personal Kmled_.go.
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E11l 66 and the fromt forelega of the "horse.® When these nnits were
in position the Battalion would attack in column of companies across
fhs Jjungle epvered ravine south of Hill 66 and siese the objectiive.
(8ee Map D} (38)

The plan of the 3rd Battalion, commanded by Lleutenant Colomel

George E. Push, was briefly as followss Hill 52, selected as the

intermediate Battalion objeotive, would be captured by double envelope-

mont, Cempany L, attacking on the left would descemdl the south
sl'cpe of Hi1ll 54 under cover of early morning dgrkm;a. and takia ap
poeitions on Hill Bl. Whén the attack atartaé. Company L would
envelope Eill 52 from the left. One platoon would remain on Hill 81
to protect the left flank of the Battalion. Company I would attack
on the right by moving tiromgh ths edge of the woods under the "horse's
be.lly" to envelope Hill 5& from the north. One machine gan platoon
from Company M would be attached to each assanlt Company. ZThe Simm
mortar platoor would support the attack from positions on the north
alope of Hill 54. Ceompany K would be in reserve between Hillas 54

and 55. (See Map D) (39)

At 0550 on the morning of 10 Jamary, the massad ﬁrei of the
Division artillery and one Battalion of Marine artillery begam firing
on the "water hole." At D820 the artillsry fires lifted, anmd
planes from the &nd Pighter Group began reoleasing their loads of
depth charges on the ssme target. 4% 0635 the bombardment was
gompleted and the lst and 3rd Battalions ;u-'mpeé. off in the attacks.
In the lst Battalion zone Company F, Zpd Marires moved forward to
clogse the gap to the Division right toundary, snd the Reconnalssance
Sqnad_ron. Americal Division on BEill 56 moved toward the rear foreleg

of the "galloping bhorse." Company B with one section of heavy

(38) A~1, p. 350, {39} &~1, p. 32 Personal Knowledge.
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mcnine guns attached, followed the Marize Gompany sad Frocsedst into
the ravine to clo_se__ﬁhe gap "oe}tv_rgen Hill 66 and the front foreleg of
the “"galloping horse." The effect of therartillery amx a,er;al 'bombaz"c}- N
ment was fu_l}.y raa:_lizgd, yvmz_l_by_ 075(_), no oppositién had been encountered
and all three units were in position. {40)
Phe remazinder of the lstrBatta.lion then began the attack om Hill 57
by moving south from Eill 66 in a column of compaules between the
flank security furni_shed_. by _Gon_tpa_n{y 3 am: the Haoconnalasance Sqngﬁron.
Company & was in the lead followed by Company c and D. "After .slight
resistame from three light machine guns," the Companies mve@ up the
forelegs of the "horae" and on to Hill 87, B;r 1140 the 13t Battailon
hsd captured its objestive. The Battalion them dng in snmd premred
an all around defemse. (3ee Map E] (41) ' |
In the 3rd Battalion Zone, Company L from Hil} 51, and Company I
from Hill 54 moved inte the attack as planned. (See Map D) From
Company L's Jump off positiom on Hill 51, & last minnte reeumi_sianoo
ty the Company Commenier revesled that sm almest perpendicular drop
off to the south of Hills 51 and 58 prevented a wide envelopement from
that direction. Gomoqnenﬂy, en® platoon of Company L moved fully
exposed from Eill 51 onto the approaches of Hill 58, Another platoon
of Gmnpany I’, took up positions oﬁ Hill 61. __ The remaining platoon
stayed in suppor_t. The light maohine gun sestion wés in position on
Hill 51, bt the attached machine gun platoon had not yet takem up a
Piring position. (423) |
The platoon from Cempany L mved rapidly towards Hill 52 withomt
opposition until it rescehed a point along the eastern slope approximately
100 yards from _tho crest. The lp_ading scout, 3ilhouetted against
the sky them jpeered over the edge into the Matapiisn Valley and fired
_ones round from his 12 gauge shotgun into a Ja._paneu- mchim_éun orew
just going into position. Suddenly Japanese mortar, gresade, mohine

gun and rifle fire swept the ridge killing four men. 7The platoon .
(40,41) A-1, p. 31. (42) Personal Enowledge.
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prepa_.rl-ed_.for a aeoond ggqaplt_ _hy‘ g_pﬂt;rg_ita pos!.tipn graduglly to
the right. The Japanese, from thair_pc__:aitions on the reverse slope
ccmtinued to Plage mortar fire on the platocon. Grenades were thrown
by the platoon, but fell far below the Japsmese before exploding. In
an attempt to get the grenades to d_etonate in the enemy position, many .
of them were held ignited for four séconds vefore belrg thrown. {43)

" The reminder of Company L on Hill 51 was also feeling the effect |
of the cunning and flexibility of the Japanese defense of EHill 52,
Machine gun fire from the reverse dlope of Hill 52 began sweeping
the Company's position on Hill 51, inflicting several casmalties.

The mction in Company L's position of tim 3rd Battalion zone was
steadily deteriorating. It reached a climex by epproximstely 0930
wheﬁ the Compeny Commanier sent a runner to the assault platoon on
Hill 52 with a verbal message 0 wi thiraw 200 yards g0 mortar fire
cmnld be phceﬁ_en the Japanase strong point. While smroute to delivar
the message, the rumer was badly mund_ed_. By the time he ruohad_ the
platoon 1eaqer on Hill 52, the only word he could speak was, "withdraw."
The platoon withdrew and éxcept for the firing of the 50mm mrtars
on Hill 5.2, Company L's attack came to a standstill.

Later, the Company Commander of Company L, in constant tonch by
536 radio with the Battslion Commander advised him of the imposeibility
of e;velopement of H1l1ll 52 from the left because of the slmpat
perpendi cular south slope. (44}

Mearmwhile Company I, enveloping H11l 52 from the right, was alao
matix_\g st iff resistance. (See Map D) Moving generslly smthwest
frow the line of departure on Hill 54 the Compsay pmoeede@ along the edge
of the woods north of H11ll 52 and soross the opem ground along the )
semi-circular ridge leading to Hill 52, Almost immediately upon
omssing\ the line of departure the Company met opposition, meinly from

snipers in the woods to the right. Thia fire waw so effective in delaying
{43,44) A-1, p. 343 Personal Knowledge,
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the adumpe of co_m I, _tha;_t one ‘pla’toon had to be employsed on an _
anti-sniper m!:asidn. Finally, mich later tham the time of Compeny L's
wl thirawal, Company I progreased to within 200 yards of the objective.
At this time they came under fire from Japansse reverse slope defenses
on Hill 52, and could move no :rurtﬁer. |

Before noon the entire attack of the 3rd Battalion Was stalemated.
. The Japanese® had in turn, held back the sttack of the two enveloping
companies. In a.d.ditiqn. the intense tropical heat was taking a heavy
toll. Canteens were empty and heat exhaustlon was sweopingl the
Battalion. (45) |

The Battalion Commander then ordered Gompapy K to move to the
right of Company I and while Company I held, to make a wider envelop-
ment of Hill 52, Company L was ordered to leave one platoon on Hill
51 for flank and rear protection and move the remsinder of the Company
aoross the entire zome to take up a reserve position behind Company K.
The attack was to be prooceded by a heavy mortar and artillery concen-
tration on Hili 52 to be fired when Company K reported that they were
in position; (46)

43 the rifle companies slowly moved into their attack positions
hand carrying parties were sent forward with the badly needed
water, (47}

Duri vg this 1ull in the attack, arrangementa were mads for air
support of the Battalion in its second sssault on Hill 52, %o insure
recognition of the target the Flight Commender reported to the
Battalion Commander on Hill 54 and was shown the locatlion of the
Japanesge revarse.slopa position holding up $he attsck. The tentative
time set for the bombardment was 1500, s the Battelion Commander did
not know st this time wkether or not i_{: wuld be needed. Additional
arrangements were made with the Flight Leader that when ks planss

arrived over the ares, one round of smoke would be fired on Hill 58
(45,46,47) A=1, p. 343 Personal EKnowlsdge.
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to mark the terget and as a signal to proceed with the mission. {4&)

Company K was having dlfficuliy getting into position for the
attack., Not only were they meeting resistance to their froat, but
they 2180 had to secure 8 amll ridge northwest of Hill 5& to pmtect
their resr, It was mot until 1345 that they reported that they were
ready for the sttack. Only one platoon of Company L was in position.
(49)

At 1345 a five minute artillery concentration wss c#lled for on
Hill 52, The final assanlt was to f01low. For some unknown reason,:
the artillery fire was not receifed and the attack had to be delayed.
(50) |

By this time it was 1445, and the sixz planes on the bombardment
mission appesred over the area. However, Company E was in prolongation
to the direction of the serial attack ami had to be nb—vad Tack to a
covered position anmd out of line of the aerial attack. At 1600, the
Battalion Commander oalled for one round of artillery smpke on Hill
52, The rouni was fired, mt fell just sonth of the battelion OP,
short of the target. The Battalion Commander immediately called for
one smoke round from hLie oﬁn mortars. As the smoke shell i llowed
on the target, the six planes, with depth charges as bombs, started
their spproach from the southeast. Omne Ly ome the planes dumped
‘their depth charges on the Japanese reverse slope positidons on Hill
52. Fouwr perfect hits were scored and two were duds. (51}

When the serial bombardnent was completed, the five minute
artillery concentration was fired, and the attack started. Company
E myved in from the northwest and Compmny I moved in from the north-
east. One platoon of Company L mvéd between Gompaﬁies I and K.
Steady progress was mide in this attack, which ended in almost hand
to hand combat with thc-z_ few remaining Japanese on Hill 52. At 1685,
nearly 8 hours after the jump off, Hill 52, the initial objective of

the 3rd Battalion, was captured. (See Map E} (52}
(48,49,50,61,52} A-1, p. 34,35,40; Personsal Knowledge.
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Shortly after the capture o._f Hi;.'l 52 Wy the 3rd Battalion, the
Reglmental Commznder 1ssued orders to sonzolidate positions for the
night. The first day of the 27th_1nfantry's a.ttack on the "“galloping
horsze" wss guccessfully completed. (Se_a.lla.p E)

Phe Snd Battalion in reserve, was used to assist the 5rci Battalion
in consolidating positions for the night. Shortly af ter the attack
jamped off, the Rogimntal_commander had prdered ome {ompaay to ocoupy
Eill 50 and eata‘blishra block to the Matanikan, while the reme.ining
two rifle Compenies remairsd ready to ooccupy Hills 51 and the south-.
east slopse of Hill 52 after their capture by the 3rd Battallon. By
ﬁghtfﬂl. all Batﬁalions of the Reglment wa:e‘in a cordon defenss,
and contact by patro} had been established between the lst Battalion
on Hill 57 and the 3rd Battalion on Hill 58, As soon &8s water could
be brought forward the nexi morning, the attack to Hill 53 would Dpe
continned by the 3rd Battalion. The 1lst Battslion was to remiia on
Eill 57. The 2pd Battslion would occupy the positions onm Hill 52
vacated by the 3rd Battslion when the attack started. {See Map E)
(53)

The night of 10 Jeauary was relatively qulet in the regimental
sector. At deylight, 11 Javmary, the 3rd Battalion began preparing
for ite attack omn Hill 53. Carrying partles, including men from the
rifle companies were sent back for water, snd the atteck was scheduled
for 0990. The 3rd Battalion Commander dscided to again employ two
companies in the é.tta.ok:ing echolon. Company L with one maochine guh
platoon sttached was8 to attack on the right to captare Hi1ll 57 and
acntact the lst Battalion. Gomp&r@‘ I, with one heavy machizne gun
. platoon a.ttached was to atteck on the left along S:I.ms Ridge toward
Hill 53. One platoon of Company I was to oscupy Exton Ridge. Gampany
K would follow the atiack of Company 1, prepared to pass through
Compsny I and assault Hill 53. 4An a.rti.lle:yl preperation on Hill 33
would pr(;uoedo the attack. (See Map E) {54}

(53) A-123 A~1, p. 27; Personal Knowledge. (54) A=l, p. 55. Personsl
Enowledge.
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A% 0900, although sufficient water bad mot yet arrived to £il1
all ecanteens, the 3rd Battalion Jumped off in the atiack. The
Companies moved very slowly aud heat exhaustionm, 89 on the day before,
foon began gvertaking the Battalion, Company L, moving in eolnfm'.-
managed to get one rifle platoon and the heavy machine gun platoen on
the lower approach to Hill 5?. _ Eewever, this advs.ﬁee was soon halted
when enemy maodhine gun and rifle fire from the "horse's imee" (Hill 57)
and from along the edge of the Jjungle to the sonth pinned the platoonm
to the ground, The remsinder of Compapy L advanced no further tham
the bottom of the deep gorge between Hille 52 and 57.

Compsay I om the left crawled forward followed by elements of
Company K. Upon reaching the bottom of the draw, they toe were halted
by enexy Qn.chine gun £ire from the high _ground to the soutimest.
Although one platcon of Company I menaged to oceupy part of Exton Ridge,
all forward progress in the left of ihe batitalion sone scon came to 8
complete stamiatill. Mortar and artillery fire was placed orn suspeoted
Japmnese poslitions to the front, tut mo effort was made by the rifle
companies to move forward. The Japansse, witﬁ excellent observation
from Hill 53, scom took advaniage of the sitmaiion by plasing mortar
fire into the cenzested area, cansing many easuzlties and adding to
the rapld dlsintegration of the attack. Before noon, hLeat exhanstion
had swept the entire Battalion as the men lay pmatrate due to the
1sok of water. Water, which did someé forwsrd wé.a only in small
amunts and never sufficlent to g0 around. (-56_}

Seelng that furthér attempt to continue the gttaex was nopelesn
the Battalion Commander igsaed orders at noon to withdra.w to Hill 52.
(See ap E) No further attempts were mads on 11 Jamery to capture

Hill 53. (57}

‘Barly on the aftermpen of 1l January the Eegimental Commander

(56,57) &~1, p. 36; Personal Knowledge.
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1ssued orders to the 2nd Battalion to pass through the 3rd Battalion
on the following morming anmd continue the attack to Hill 53. The
time set for the attack was 0630 and would be preceded by aerial
strafing and bombing. 4 15 minute a.l"t;.illéa:ryrE preparation would also
be placed in the general vicinity of the "horas's head. (Hill 53).
(See Map F) (58) | o

During the late afterncon and earl;r evaning of 11 J#mry, the
2nd Battalion moved into position behiﬁd tm:ﬁrd Battalion on Hill
52 to be in readiness for the attack the next mornimg. Briefly the
plan of the Znd Battalion was as followsi Gémptnar @ was to capture
Bill 57 by attacking westward through tis Jjusgle. morth of Hill 52.
Compeny ¥ was to attack Bxton and Sims‘Ridge.s and proceed fo Hiil 53
Company E was to remain in reserve. .(Sse H.ap E} (59)

Immediately following the serlal and artillery bombardment the
attack .‘jumpa& off, Compsuy G moved into the Jungle north of H1ll 52
and proceeded west toward Hill 57 and Company F moved toward Exton
Ridge. Company G romched the approach to Hill 57 at 1030 and suddenly,
came under enony machine gun fire from the polnt of the "horse' s
kmee" (Hill 57) and the edge of the jungle to thelr left. (3o Map P}
Enenmy mortar fire also fell on the G‘ompazqr at this time. However,
t1ey continmed to push forward and by 1130, galmed Sontact with the
1st Battalion om Hill 57, Japanese machine gaa fire from thp extreme |
left of 111.11 57 near ths edgs of the jungle prevented the capture of
the entire ridge until 1330, when the Gompany Commander sod four
voluntesrs mneuvereq through the jﬁngle %o the southwest and knocked
the position out. The Company then propax_'ed an all around defense
extending south from tke lst Battalion to tbe Jungle covered ravine
Zerth of Hill 53. (See Map ¥) (60)

Heanihil_e, Company ¥ advaneing in the left oflthe Battalion zone

quickly reached the north half of Exton Ridge only to be completely
(58’ l-lg P= 27, 37; “12. (59' ‘-"‘120 (60} A-_lﬁ.
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utoppod_. by maol_ﬂziﬁ gun f.'_trg f'rommﬂ@m Ridge and the hesd of the

draw between Exton and Sims Ridges. The Battalion Commander then
comei tted Company E to the left of Company F to capture ti@ remaining
portion of Exton Ridge and to ¢ontinue to Sims Ridge. At 0730,

one platoon of Gompa_ny E gained thelr agaign«d portion of Bxton
Ridge, only to come under heavy machine gun and mortar fire from
Sims Ridge, 28 had Company F. The platoon leader was killed and the
platoon moved badk. Later, & small group from Company E, including
& light machine gun seation, moved back on the ridge, remaimipg there
together with elen.aentarof Company F until relieved by a maohind gun
platoon from Company He (61)

With elements _of ha_th eom;aniaa‘rqmaining on Exton Rid_ga, &
hésty reorganization took plage and one more attempt was made that
afternoon to eapture the objapt_.’n.vo;.t;.;is time under the pérsona.l
supervision of the battalion executive officer, Captaln Charles W.
ﬁavia. who had volunteered to go forward and eoardin#te the attack.
{62)

Compenies B and F were moved to the northern end of Sims Ridge,
and supporied by the fire of the heavy mohine guns on Exton Ridge
advanoed toward the eneny resistahoe at the high point of Sim Ridge.
This sttack oerept to within 40 ysrds of the enemy strong point and
was aggin stopped. As the Battalion had suffered heavy casualties
gnd the men were exhapsted from the hard fighting and lack of water,
the Battalion Commander issmed orders to dig in for the night anmd
defend in place. (See Map P) (63)

The third day's battle of the "galloping horse" had tims netted
only small gains over the advances made én 10 Jammary. Although
someé ground galns were made by Company G in siezing Hill 57 aad
extending the limes of the lst Battalion, the hardeat part stij.l

remained ahead. (See MapF) It is well to mote here that after
(61) A-14. (62,63) A4a-12.
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remalndsr of thy B_alttallior_.t'qn 3ztan and Sims Ridges, inclndiq
mch of the defensge activity of the enemy. The Company Oomandem-_
of Company & requesated pe_rmigsipgto fire hia mortars in sapport of
Companies E and F, but the reque st was denjed. (64)

On the morning of 13 Jamary, the attack of the 2nd Battalion
was resumed, éempany_r was ordered to skirt the woods northwest of
Sims Ridge and advance to Hill 53. GCompany E was to capture 5ims
Ridge snd continne on to Hill 53. (65)

ds tie attack atarte@, the heavy enemy fire on the high point
of Sims Ridge again started taking heavy easnalties. Hortar fire
placed on the Japanese position had no result. The ensmy fire
eontimed to cover all approaches to Sims Ridge snd Hill 53. (See
Map F) |

Captain Davia, who had remained all night with dammny ¥, then
realized that the attack was gradually following the pattern of the
pravio'us. daye. Genaeqnently, he borrowed an Kl rifle, and with
four volunteers from Gompa.ny_r, began crawiing up & small gully
toward the Japanese position. Witk Captain Davis in the lead, the
amall group orawled to within 10 yards of the mizzle of the Japanese
machkine gun and ﬁegan $hrowing gr_emdea into the position. The
Jaﬁmao‘ retaliated by throwing several grenades at the ‘assault ing
group, three of which landed in thelr midst, Wt falled to explode,

Finally, behind & last volley of gremade fire Captain Davis,
followed by the fouwr volunteers, leaped forward direetly into the
eneny position., As he fired the first round into the group of
défenders ﬁs rifle jammed. Immediately discarding i+, he drew his
pistol and togethar with the others killed the last remainimg
Japanese in that position. Captain Davis and his small group did
not stop here, but continued to push forwgrd.

Inspired by the gallantry of Captain Davis and his amall
(64) 4-13. (65) A-12,



group, the ramindér of the ami Bgttalion reacted guiokly. OCempany
E raced to complete the sapture of Sims Ridge, while Company F

moved rapidly along the edge of the jungle toward Bil1l 53. By 1130,
the twe companies Jjoined on Hill 53. Shortly "t:heranfter, Comp=ny G
from 111 57 pushed south through the‘ strip of jungle to oontmot
Company P on Hill 53 to complete th® acoomplishment of the 2nd
Battalion's mission. {See Map G) (é6)

The battle of the "gallopiné horae" was over and the 27th
Infantry hed accomplished it's mission. In four days of flerce
fighting under conditiona of extreme tropical haa.;. shortage of
water and preecipitous terrain, the Regiment had severely beaten

2 fapnatical enemy to further justify its motto - "Fearleass.®

(66) A-12; Personel Enowledge.
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_ANALYSIS ARD CRITICISM

In my oplnion, the decision to commit the 25th Division so 2oon
after its arrival on the [sland wsa based on sound reasoning.
Guadaleanal is located in one of the heaviest malarial areas in the
world, and had time been allowed for training and conditioning, disease
would have materially red_.ucad the combat efficiensy of the Division.
Pighting divisions were mt readily available in the Pacific at this
time due to the high priority of the European war. It was nescessary,
then, to take advantage of every opportunity te fully utilize all
avallable foross,

In my opinion, & lack of radip commnications in the rifle
companies was the most detrimentel factor in causing the early
atandstill of the attack of the 3rd Battslien in the laft portien
of the Regimental zone. The initial sttack of Compsoy L was
vigorous, and & goed foothold on Hill 52 was gained in & very few

minuntes. Although several casualties bad been suffered and the situ-

‘ation of part of the Compazy on Hill 52 looked “had™ from the Battalicn

and Company OP, artillery fire should mot have beém planned on the
Hill wntil the actual comiition of the platoon was kmown. 4s 1t
happened, the platoon leader had barely eémough time himsalf to anslyze
the sltuation before the wunded runner appeared with the ill fated
message. If the platoon leader sould have o mmniocated direétly with
the Company Commander, the events that followed could have been
avolded and the 2arly hold on Hill 52 retained.

Phe mothod of coordination for the serial bombardment in suppert
of the 3rﬁ. Battalion on Hill 52 left nothing to be dénirad. Briefing
the Flight Leader by an actunal ground reconnalssands pam off 1n
welcome dividends when the first round of smoke fell late the middle
of the battalion zome. Evidence that the pilot lmew that this round
had gon® amiss was pmsentei when he led his €£light in a cirole over

the ares while swalting amother sigunal.. This also brings ont the
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faot that organic means should have been usei for marking and
signalling; namely the 8lmm mortara.
Lack of water led difeetly to the disintegration of the attack

on 11 Jamnary. 2his should mot have happened af ter the experiences
of the day before when the same shortcoming existed. The :u-a
Battalion should have walted until water was available in sufficlent
quantl ties even though the attack might have heen delwec_ an eatire
day. The failure of the attask < ntrimted greatly to a reduction

in morale and combat efficiency of the men in the rifle companliea.
Water was aatablis]:wd as second only lm priority to ammnition before
the attack starteﬂ, but still the need did not seem to be fally
realiged. True, the supply was complicated by & shnrt.ag& pf trane~
portation and lack of roads, bat the main breakdown was in the improper
supervision of hard carrying partiss. The water whish did start
forward was usually consumed befora 1t remched the front lime companies.
The 78 mative carriers were of little help in getting water all the
way forward becanse of thair extreme fear of the sound of rifle fire.
Upon hearing the crack of a anipers rifle they would drop their loads
and head for the rear. The water problem was not sglved untll a
supply cable was installed from Hill 54 to a kned protruding from

Hill B2 and forward distribution haniled under the personsl supervision
of the Anti-tank Company Commanier. | | -

Company @, and the lst Battalion, from poaitions on Hill 8%,

could have aafely fired in aupport of the 2rnd Battallon in its

attack on Hill 53, It is my opinio;f‘had mortar support been givem

the capture of Hi_l.ll 53 would have taken place much quicker. OCompany

@ and the 1st Battalion had good observation from Hill 57, and watched
the mctivity of the Japanese in the vicinity of 3ims Ridge for the
better part of three days. With daraful eyordination, _thia fire

eould have been orept in from Hill 53 with adjustments made by

observers located om Exton Ridge.



LESSONS Empmey

1y = yieatrieal means of communication are needed within the
rifle aympanies,

2. = In combat in the tropies anc adequatc souree and mathod of

ST O RS 0 R i
water re-suppl,y is a‘baalut Iy asaential. To reduce the

g o EUF

probiem of roww.pply 2ll individual soldiers should be

eguipped with two canteena.

8. -~ The fire of orgsnis high angle wnapons showdd alwsys be uaed

iy VSR

to fire smoke on a signal misaion. - These weapona, ﬁ"gmaﬁ,y

T
tHE MOTE: mortara, are always more readily avallable for quick

adjnstment.

4. -~ Foot messengers should never be dispatched with an important

A L R B L oy A g

verbal mossage. )
5. - Leaders must at all times take positive steps to break u thq

B

bunching of the men in their commend, The enemy is quick to

pls,ce firs on a oongested mrea,

6s =~ A reverse slope clafense ia tha most effective @tha ponitmn

a4 A il G DN TR i i A T SN R e
esunpt be easlily approachoﬁ frem the flanks ami resr. The
-Mmmv B T s 3 Rk AR s s i, Y

g S B o ar i ¥

Ja.pmesa demonstrated this in thelr defenas of Hills 52 and 53.

7. - Hend carrying parties mst always be given a.doquate snti-sniper

protac’sien .4 riflemen dia tributed througlmnt thﬁ eolumf

e i

8 = Fighting in a trepical c¢limate is extramly exhanatizg to the

——

1n6.ividua1, therefore, only the minilmm of eguipment should be
carried. If the soldier is overburdemed he will only throw

away the item he does mot need.

9. ~ Salt tableta must be includad in ¢the dAsily d.iot of troops in

Bt V. W v SRRSO TR DGRRAEE b e s 30, T Ao R 1A Bl i B 10 i o

géii:remely hot elimetes. Thay contritute groatly $0 the reduction

el e M . T

of haat exhaust ion.

it e B AT

10.~ In flghting the Japanese, there is no eubastitute for flire power.

e Gl ARSI T o AN N i R

Ho will not give up & pesition without & fight and the best

mothod of keepim casuslties down is io procede every attack

with the massed fires of all available weapons.
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