General Subjects Section
ACADEMIC DEPARTMENT
THE INFANTRY SCHOOL

Fort Bennlng, Georgila

ADVANCED INFZNTRY OFFICERS COURSE
1948-1949

THE OPERATIONS OF COMPANY %, 180th INFANTRY

(45th INFANTRY DIVISION) IN BATTIE OF NUREMBERG,
GTRMANY, 17 - 20 April 1945.

(Personal Experlence of a Company commander.)

Type of operatlon desecribed: A RIFLE COMPANY
IN THT ATTACK OF A CITY.

¢aptain Paul L. Peterson, Infantry
ADVANCED INFANTRY OFFICZIRS CLASS NO L



TABLE OF CONTENTS

INdeX..seeseseescconnsscsssnesastccsccssssssacscesasassnse
Blbliography iesvecesancasansscncanssncnsnsscssnsssscnsnns
IntroductlonNesascacscasssescasosesoasssnsscsontsssnsescsnsnas
General SitUatioNecasessscesescssssacsossosssossscsaansan
Plan of AttacK.:esevesasscessetssacessanncssssssccccssssns

Company L2 Situation........--.-..o-..-..-;........-.....

THE ATTACK

1stl Day.....'...'.....'.................. T EEENREER RN N NXNNEN]
2nd DEYessasssasseanetnesnsrsessscrscnccasssssscsssssesssea
31‘d Day.....'.......-........,.-....'.-...‘ &8 58 2SBS0 RS
4th DEaYssssessesssssssrasascsncasssonsssssssscscarcsasnss
An&ly515 and CriticlamSeesssssecscsscenssovscsnncssscssasns
Legsonsg Learned...........;-.....-.........----..-.-.-o-
Map A - Bavaris

Mzp B - Nuremberg COrientation Map

Plan Of Attack

= =
[
o B
g a
' '

Attack - 18t Day

Attack - 2nd Day

e

N

ko'
B
1

=
o
o
x
]

Attack - 4ih Day

PAGE

o O M W -

12
20

28
37
40



BIBLIOGRATHY

A-1 The Seventh United States Army,
Report of Operations, Vol. ILI May 1946 (TIS Library)

-2 Forty-Fifth Infantry Division
Army and Navy Publishing Company 1946
(Personal Possession of Author)

A~-3 YNotebook containihg Morning Report Entry
Information For Period 31 Oet. 1944 to 26 Aug. 1946
{ Personal Possession of Author)

A-4 180th Infantry History
F. Bruckman K. G., Munich Germany 1945
(Personal Possession of Author)

A~5 The Story of the 180th Infantry Reglment
By George A Flsher 1947
(Personal Possession of Author)

A=-6 G~2 History
Seventh Army Operations in Europe, 15 Aug. 44-8 May 45
(TIS Library)

A-7 The 45th Division Artillery
F. Bruckman Munlch, Germany 1945
(Personal Possession of Author)

A-8 Southern Germany
By Baedeker
(TIS Library)

A-9 History of World War IX
By Francls Trevelyn Mlller
(TI8S Library)

A-10 The 45th Infantry Division
From the Mosslle to Munich~<-Not Published
Compiled By Major Grant Brown TIC Ft. Benning, Ga.
(Personal Possession)

A-11 Actlon Against Enemy
RPTS after March-May 10, 1945
(TIS Library)

A-12 Personal Knowledge and Experience of Paul L. Peterson
Captain Infantry : -
ctommand ing Company E, 180th Infantry, 45th Infantry Division



THE OPERATIONS OF COMPANY E, 180th INFANTRY
(45th INFANTRY DIVISION) IN BATTLE OF
NUREMBERG, GERMANY, 17-20 April 1945

(CENTRAL EUROPE CAMPAIGN)
(Personal Experience of a Company Commander)

INTRODUCT ION

Thia monograph desecribes the part taken by Company E, 180th
Infantry Div;aion in the attack upon Nuremberg, Germany. Thils
action took mlace on the 17th, 18th, 19th and 20th of April 1945,

By the latter mart of March 1945 the allled trooms 1n Germany
were maneuvering into position to embark upon what proved to ke
the last great offensive of World war IT in Europe. The American
El;gghgzyy hed established a bridgehead on the eastern side of the.
Rhine River at now historlc Bemagen. The Third American Army had

e

crossed this ssme river on 23 March near Parmetadt. The 9th U.S.

Army had reached the famous river at Duiaberg. (1)
Seventh U.S. Army, Commanded by Lieutenant General Alexander
M. Patch had successfully cerossed the Rhine River on 26 March 1945
and continued the offensive into the German heart of Bavaria.
(See Map A) (2) Early in April it became known th#t the 3rd and
45th American Divisions had been choasen to attack the Shrine City
of Nuremberg. (3) General Patch'as Army was enterins the German
Heart. This may best be explained by quoting Millers, History of
World War IT. ®With its entry 1into Nuremberg, Patch's Seventh
Army scored one of the dramatlc viectorlies of the campalgn, as
this clty had for years been the shrine of the Nazi Party." (4)
In introduclng the reader to thls city 1t may be well to first
of all relate some information on ita hilstory and locatlon.

; A€, Part 8 . 1; (2) 4-1, ». 7785 (3) &-1, pe 792;

(1
(4) A-9, ». 8843
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Nuremberg is geographically located in a broad valley of
pilcturesque Bavaria, Germany. With a prewar population of
400,000, (5) Nuremberg was an immortant city to the German Reich
as a commerclal, industrial, wolitical, art and communication cen-
ter. As a communication center the city acted as the connecting
link between Munich and Berlin. The North-South Railway, the
Autobahn (super-highway), and other first class roads passed
through this urban area. Also found within the c¢lty were natural
and artificial waterways, represented by the Pegnlitz River and
Ludwig's Canal, respectively.. The clty is divided into two parts
by the Pegnitz River. Approxlmately one-third of Nuremberg lies
north of this river. (Ses Map: Located in the geographical
center of the cilty is the "Castle of Nuremberg". This was the
first wortlon of the city to be erected. Mention has been made
in historical documents that the 014 Walled City existed as far
back as 1050 A.D. In the battles of the GCity States, down through
the cepturies,lthis fortress wae the scene of much military ac-
tivity. 1Ineluded among the great monarchs that inhabited the
castle were such as the Hohenzollern Famlly, charles III and
Charles I¥. The fortress itself consisted initially of a wsll 22
feet in heighth surrounded by a dry moat 30 feet deep and 90 feet
wide. (7) From time to time the fortifications were changed
somewhat but basically remaln the same today. (See Map B)

It was 1n spaclous Nuremberg Stadium (See Map B) that the
Nazi.Party formulated its notoriocus racial laws, and held their
blg politleal ralllies. Therefore it is no wonder that Adolmh
Hitler held this city forever in his favor and in one instance

called it "the most German of all German Gities." (9)
(5) A-2, w. T4; (6) A-1, p. 792; (7) A4-B, ». 134; (8) A-12;
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THE GENERAL SITUATION

The enemy in front of our 7Tth Army during thié latter part
of March and early April 1945 had been driven out of the strong
defenslve positlons Ee held west of the Rhine River. 1In lesas
than a month the key terrain consisting of the Rhine Rlver, the
Maing River, the 1arge cities of Worms, Aschaffenburg énd Bam-
berg #é;:-lost. (See Map A) Now the’retreating enemy was fight-
ing with his back to the city of Nuremberg. (10)

The German Divisions listed as maintaining the ring around

 Nuremberg at this time consisted of the 246th, 198th, 553rd, 9th,
. 212th, Alsen, Von Hobe, 416th, 256th, 36th and a battle grous of

 the 2nd Panzer Division. The 2nd Mountain Division and the 17th

3.5. Division were to be brought from positions south of Nurem-
berg, but the'two divislons arrived too lete to be of any assls-
tance to the Germanicause.. (11)

//The above divisions were in a deplorable state. In every
case the units were understrength. In some instances the Div-
isions were so depleted in manpower that subordlnate elements
were without a parent organization until gathered in by the com-
manding officer of a larger force. (12) Reenforcing the Infan-
try Divisions were ndndeseript Artillery Battallons, anti-air-
craft Battalliona, 3ervice Trooss, Tralnlng Troops, and Civilians
including children barely of teen age. (13)

Enemy morale, military and civilian, was low. Yet, because
of the party members fanatical love for the Fuehrer, the reals-
tance encountered was atrong. (14)

The city had been reduced to a mass of ruilns because of

a2llied bombing, This served to make the fighting for the Infan-

(9) a=T, ®e 176; (10) A-12; (11) A-6, part IX p. 1; (12)

A-2, pe 180; A-6, Part IX p. 1; (13) A-6, wart IX ». 15 A-12;
(14) a-12 .



trymen more difficult. The ruins srovided the enemy additlional
unpredictable positiona from which to wage his defense. (15)
Enemy alreraft, that had been almost non-existant for wesks,
agaln strafed and bombed our supply columns ans supply routes.
(16) The warm spring weather with very little rainfall was one
redeeming feature in our favor. (17)
7th U.S. Army then conaisting of YL, XX and XXI Corps had

assigned the XY Corps the mission of reduclng the hostlle City

‘of Nuremberg. Thls Corps, commanded by Major General Wade Hals-

11®, included the 3rd Infantry Division, the 45th Infantry Di-
vision, the 14th Armored Division and the 106th Cavalry Group.
(18) After 18 April 7th_Army reinforced the X¥ Corps with the
42nd Infantry Division to facllitate uﬁlty of command 1n taking
the city of Fuerth. (See ﬁ;p ¢) (19) XZL cores on the I Cores
right flank wes to assist 1n the eitles' capture by a screening
actlon outside the city. (20) The American Divisions encircling
Nurembsrg on 15 April 1945 consisted of the 3rd Infantry Division
in the north, the 45th Division on the northeast, the l4th Armor-
ed Division plus the 106th Cavalry Group in the south, and the
42nd Infantry Division with Combat Command "A" of the 12th Armor-

ed Division on the west. (See Map ¢) (21)

PLAN OF ATTACK

CORPS

Instructions issued by XY Corps directed that Nuremberg be
attacked by an eveloping action. The 3rd Infantry Division on
the right and 45th Infantry Division on the left were to approach
the eity from the north and southeast. (22) The Pegnitz River
(15) 4-12; (16) a-2, p. 75-76; (17) A-12; (18) A-1, ®. 792;

(19) A-11 ». 45; (20) Aa-1 ». 793; (21) A-1, p. 793; (22) A-LC
April, m». 33;



would divide the two assault Dlvisions. When the envelopment
was complete the Dlvislons would be attacking in an almost due
west direction. The 3rd Dlvision responsibllity was all of the
city north of the Pegnitz River. The 45th Division zone was to
be all of the city south of this same river. (See Map C) The
14th Armored Division assisted by the 106th Cavalry Group were
to provide the flank »rotection outside the city in the south
and southeast. The l4th Armored Division was to cut the Auto=-
bahn south of Nuremberg. (23)

DIVISION

The 45th "Thunderbird" Divislion had just gaptured the clty
of Bamberg 25 miles north of Nuremberg. (See Map A} This vet-
eran dlvislon was now ready to comply with X¥ Corps Operations
Order #176 dated 14 April 1945. This ®lan ordered the divislon,
"To contlnue the advance ln zone, forclng a crossing of the Peg-
nitz River and the capture of that vortion of Nuremberg 1in the
Corps zone south of the Pegnltz River." (24) The decision of
37 years old Major General Robert T. Fredrilck, 45th commander,
was a three Regliment attack. The 179th Infantry Reglment on the
right, the 180th Infantry Regiment in the center and 157th In-
fantry Regiment on the left. (See Map C) (25) Support for the
attack consisted of the 45th Division Artillery, which had fired
1ts millionth round near Nuremberg, the 191st Tank Battallion and

645th Tank Destroyer Battalion. (26)
REGTIMENT

Plans of Colonel E. W. Duval, commanding the 180th Infantry

(23) A=1, p. 792-793; (24) A-10, ®. 75 (25) A=5, Chapt. 10,

p. 8; (26) A-T, ®». 21;
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Erﬁu‘t} Battalion on the left and the Third Battalion in reserve for the

Regiment, placed the First Battallon on the right, the Second

first days actlion in Nuremberg.' (See Map C) (27)
BATTALION

Attack plans of the Second Battalion, 180th Infantry placed
compeny E on the left and Company G on the right with Company F
in reserve. One platoon of tanks and one platoon of Heavy Ma-
chine Guns were é££é¢héa"£5 Company 5. Company G was given a
ﬁiatoon of Tank Destroyers and a rlatoon of Heavy Machlne Guns.
The Battalion's initial objective was the Stadlum and Congress
Hall areas. (See Map D) Company G was t0 clear the enemy 1n

its zone and capture the Stadium. Company E was directed by

the Battalion Commander to attack an "intermediate" objective

consisting of a Prisoner of War Camp called Stalag 13. (see

Map D) Upon the capture of the Prisoner of War Cemp the company

would continue on to the initial objective.|-(28) ~

COMPANY E--SITUATION ﬁfﬁ?ﬁ.»uwvfhu3a¥ge~:~g
LOCATION N
On the afternoon of 16 April 1945, Company E, 180th Infan-
try Regiment, received orders to be readyito move from the town
of Lauf. (See Map ¢) Company E, with other elements of the
regiment had been in division reserve for the past two days.
At 1430 hours, following a hot meal, the battalion moved out of
the city in a column of companies, Company E belng the second
company in the formation. By 1730 hours the village of Fishbach
(Bee Map D) had been cleared of all emeny by the lead company .

Company E had teaken up defensive posltions for the night at the

{27) A-5, Chapt. 10, p. 9; (28) 4A-12
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- gnorth edge of the village in a wooded area. The Company Comm&n-
*fg der was called to the Battalion C.P. 1in Fishbach where the attack
order was issued. City plan maps wlth the objectlves and check
;rpointa placed on the maps were dlstributed to the Company Com-
y:§ 'aﬁmandera by the S=3. There would be no reconnalssance before therkf
ﬁ;ﬂ the attsck. Upon return to the company, the First Sergeant was
given s short resume of the situation and told by the Company
- commander to let the men sleep. The "order" would be given at

0530 houra. (29)
STRENGTH

The approximate front line strength of the company was 115
privates, 15 non-commissioned officers, and 4 officers. 95% of
the company could be termed as replacements. Over 1600 men had
been placed on the morning report since the company landed 1in
Sicily on 10 July 1943. The company had turned over elght times

in the twenty-two months it had“néitbeen overseas. (30)
MORALE

Morale was generally eXecellant. The indlividual soldler was
proud of his unit, from squad through division. It was no trouble

to keep a division patch on any man in this company. (31)
SUPPLY

All supply was always very closely supervised. The constant
change in leadership, especlally in the rifle squads and platoons
made thils a necesslty. Of all supply however, the ammunition

supply had to be personally checked by the Company Commander moat

(29), (30), (31) A-12;



frequently. In attack orders 6f late this statement was includ-
ed, "each man will carry, in addition to the normal cartridge
belt load, 1% bandoleers of M-1, two white phosphorus grenades
and one fragmentation grenade. Xach rifle platoon will carry,
regafdless of strength, ten énti-tank grenades and ten bhazooka
rounds.” To supply hot food to the company while engaged in
combat operations the ¢ Ton Jeep and Traller were used whenever
possible. In the attack upon Nuremberg the company organic %
Ton Jeep and Traller brought food as far forward as possible in
marmite cans. Usually within a block of the company C.P. In
the Jeep's load was included mess kits as well as any other class
supply that was needed. Small groups from the platoona, no lar-
ger than a squad went to the designated mess location , where
each soldier obtalned a mess kit, ate his meal, turned in his
mess kit and returned to his front line position. 75% of the
meals consumed by Company E while in Nuremberg were served hot.

(32)

COMMUNICATION

COmmunicatiéns differed from the T/0 and E that allowed one
3.C.R. 300 radio for a rifle company. The S.C.R. 536 had proven
inadequate in many cases in the past because of its limitations
in certaln types of terrain and difficulty in keeping the set in
proper operating éondition. Included, therefore, in the commu-
"nications of the company'was three 3.C.R. 300's. These radios
were used by the Company Commander and the two lead platoons.
ufcommunicationa to the other platoons was by 5.C.R. 536 or by one

of the four platoon runners in Company Headquarters. (33)

(32), (33) a-12;
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QFFICERS

Offlcer personnel consilsted of three platoon leaders and a
Company Cpmmander. The lst platoon leader, lst Lieutenant Ray
C. Fee, jolned the company on 6 February 1945 (34) and had pro-
ven his ability to lead a platoon. The 2nd platoon leader, 2nd
Lieutenant Louls Calllco was a battlefield commissioned offlcer
from company B 180th Infantry Reglment who joined E Company on
20 February 1945. (35) This officer had been a rlfle platoon
gergeant since Sicilly. He was exceptlonally cool under fire.
The 4th platoon leader 1lst Lieutenant Paul Franz was a member
of the company before the Company Commander J}olned as a 2nd
Lieutenant replacement officer 1n October 1944. Lieutenant
Franz was the morale buillder of the company. (36) &K new off-
lcer wag recelved on April 17, 1945, the day of the‘entry into
Nuremberg. The lst Llieutenant, a replacement, had spent two
days in Battallon Headquarters for the purpose of orlentatlon.
Thile the Company 5 rommander was 1n the Battalion C.P. recelv-
ing last minute instructions, the officer asked the Battalion
commander if he could go with E Company. The Battallon Commander
consented. The officer wea orilented on the company situation while
going up to the company. Included in this orientatlion was a state-
ment by the Company Commander which 1in substance was, "this 1s &
good time for you to j}oin the company as combat conditions have
been fairly easy of late. If this continues, which I think it will,
you will have a good chance to get to know your men." This ad-
vigce later proved to be erroneous. The lleutenant was held in

Company Headquarters for the tlme belng to allow further orlen-

(35) A=~3; (36) A-12;
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tation on company level. (37)

THE ATTACK

lst Day-=-17 April

The attack order was glven at 0530 hours after the platoon

y leaders had finished breskfast and were still near the Company

foot to the southern

on -

C.P. At O700 hours the company moved o
edge of Fishbach. (See ﬁ;pfnq Here the platoon of tankse were
plcked up. While the unit walked to thls positlon the Company
Commander was at Battalion receiving additional lnstruction from
Lieutenant (olonel Joseph C. Sandlin, the Battallon Commander.
(38)

- The company méved_toward the Prison Camp bﬁ uge of the road

.

from Fishbach. (See ﬁ;p D) The formation was a column of pla-
toons. Order of march being 2nd platoon with one sectlon of tanks
attached; 3rd platoon and one section of tanks attached; Com-
pany Headquarterﬂ; 4th platoon, machine gun section; 1st pla-
toon; Heavy Machine Gun platoon from Company H and 4th platoon,
60 m.m, mortar section. (39)

As the north corner of the Stalag was reached the 2nd pla-
toon came under fire. (Seetﬁap D) The firing was sporadic and
was coming from towers located along the edge of the P.W. Camp.
The tenks were employed to knock down the lightly constructed
fence while the 2nd plstoon riflemen engaeged the towers with
rifle fire. Once the fence had been flattened by the tanks thé
Infantryman poured through the openings behind the tanks. Oncé
through the fence the platoon spread out in fan shape. Reslst~

ance was 1light and within an hour approximately half of the mile

(37), (38), (39) a-12;
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sgquare prison area had beeh captured. At fhis polint the German
Commander of the Stalag, a Medlcal Colonel, surrendered the camp.
Among the 13,000 priscners released were 250 Americans and 450
British. (40)

Before the company could be gathered together and extrlecat-
ed from this phase of its assignment 1t was necessary to request
other troops from Battalion. A riot almost resulted when 5,000
Russlan P.,W.'s in one compound witnessed a change from German
guafds to American guards. The Russians were infected with ty-
phus and could not be relessed. Interpreters were used to go to
the edge of the enclosure and pass the word to smell groups in-
side that American medical authorities would be along shortly to
insure thst adequate medical attentlon was receilved. The reserve 3
company arrived at 0945 to release Company E of it's P.¥. Camp

responsibility. (41) .>=»

'I,n\i..lr_' . \,L('\ Al

" The company continued on its misslon using phempigbygj from
the P.W. Camp to the objective to guide upon. Because of the
open nature of the terrain 100 yards dlistance between platoons
was maintained. The movement for the next half hour was rapid,
and no resistance was encountered. (42)

By 1030 hours the forward elements of the company were_with-

in 200 yards of the wooded area south of the Stadium. (See/Map D)
The 2nd platoon started to receive rifle fire from the woods. Two
enemy were ﬁoticed leaving positions at the edge of the woods and
going in the direction of the clty. Lieutenant Callico directed
one squad to move toward the woods. Yhen they were not fired upon
the remainder of the platoon and the tanks sectlion continued to

follow. The wooded area on the left of the hlghway was reached

(40) A-2, p. 177; (&1), (42) A-12;
13



and by 1130 hours the lead platoon hed cleared half of its zone
and taken 6 prisoners. (Seé-Map D} Their progress was stopped
by heavy flanking fire from the right side of the highway. (43)
Fhen the 2nd platoon entered the woods the 3rd platoon had
been employed to clear the wooded park area adjacent to the stad-
lum. (See Map D} The progress of thils platoon was checked by
thi?COm?any Commander. The platoon had been given to the new
Lieétzgént after the 3talag was captured. This unit of Company
% was engaged in an assault when the Company Commander arrived.
The sight he witnessed was very gratifying. The new officer was
leading hils platoon in assault fire across a 50 yard fire break
stralght up on enemy prepared poeitions. The fire distribution
and marching fire was perfect and every man advanced quickly to-
ward the stubborn Germans. The operation witnessed indicated
orior preparation and excellent leadership. Here was surely a
good leader. However, on reaching one of the first positions
the Lié&ﬁgﬁént loat control of his platoon. The officer sudden~
ly had stopped and stood looking at a very much dead enemy sol-
dier. The Lleutenant then kept repeating, "I killed him, I kill~
ed him." As the Company Commander was right behind the officer
a little asslistance was given. Effort was madé to properly im-
press the Lieutenant ﬁith the fact that his platoon was continu-
ing to clear the position and that his men should never pe for-
gotten, and that his place now was with the platoon. The officer
then went on with his platoon. The entire area was now cleared
on the right side of the highway. 15 prisoners were taken and
an estimated 6 enemy had been killed in the initial assault. A

20 m.m. gun that had held up the 2nd platoon was also taken. (44)

(43)3 (44) A‘lQ;'
14



Battalion was notifled of the company positions. It was
learned from Lieutenant Colonel Sandlin that the left flank would
be open for sometime as elements of the 15Tth Infantry Reglment
were engaged with the enemy south of the Stalag. Company G was
called by 5.0.R. 300 and informed of conditions south of the
Stadium. The 3rd platoon would remaln in that position until
the 3tadium had been cleared by Company G. (45)

By 1430 hour; the 2nd platoon was wlthin 100 yards of the
lake to 1its direct front. (See Map D) Heavy automatic fire,

88 m.m. firé and small arms began to land on the company posl-
tions. While the fire was belng returned by the lead platoons
60. mem. mortar fire and artillery fire was registered 1n on Cong-
reas Hali and the Arens. (See Map D) A frontal attack upon
Congress Hall was an impossibility. When the heavy firlng sub-
gided thé 2nd platoon wasg gent around the left side of the lake.
The lake itself served aa the right boundary for the platoon.
(See Map D) By 1500 hours the first group of houses at Check
Point 84 (See Map D) had been cleared and the platoon was meet-
ing moderate resistance from enemy located around Check Polnt
99. Tanks were used to full advantage with the platoon and 1n
this instance 1t seemed to be thelr very presence that prompted
the enemy to fall back. (46) |

| As Company G was now 1n the Stadlum in strength it was safe
to move the 3rd platoon of Company E from its positions on the
.right of the highway. The platoon was then placed in the line
on the left of the 2nd platoon near Check Point 99. Lileutenant
callico'as 2nd platoon was to attack in the directlion of Congress

Hell while the 3rd platoon led by Sergeant Challberg cleared the
left portion of the Battalion objective., (See Map D) (47)

(45), (46), (47) A-12;
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Plans formulated were for the 2nd platoon to attack the
tongresas Hall strong point at 1600 houfs. Artillery, 88 m.m.
mortar fire and 60 m.m. mortar fire would 1ift at 1600 hours
and the assault on the position would take place. The platoon
reached the edge of the wooded park area adjaclent to Congress
Hall by 1540 hours. The structure was a massive 4 story build-
ing not yet completed. The scaffolding was still around the
outside of the huge U shaped bullding. There was no cover or
concealment for the platoon to use. The area that was toibe
erossed was flat and solid pavement for 75 yards between the
park area and bulilding. (48) |

T/Sgt. James Sheridan 4th Platoon Sergeant had moved the
‘mortars to positiona south of the C.P. which was now in the
buildings at Check Point 84. The Sergeant was adjusting 60 m.m.
fire on the 2nd platoon objective, One round seemed to have gone
directly into the center of the large bullding and for a fractlon
of & gecond it appeared to be perfect mortar fire. In reality it
was not. The smoke that raised from the thunderous blast was a
250 pound'airfplane bomb. The Battallon Commander was pfomptly
called by the Company Commander and a request was made that he
"raise hell with someons. The bomb had been within 100 yards
of the 2nd platoon and they were going into Congreas Hall in 5
minutes." Action was taken and no moré rounds of this welght
and type were received. (49)

The Company Commander found 1t necessary to move the 1lst
platoon into positions between the two lead platoons. Heavy Ma-
chine Guns Sectlon still remained under company control in posi-

tions at the south edge of the lake. Company Headquarters Group

(48), (49) a-12;
16



was used to protect the very exposaed flank. The trolley car line
embankment was used to advantage to defend this flank. The tanks
with the 3rd platoon were placed half way between Check Points 84
and 99 to provide both flank and frontal protection for the com-
pany. (50)

The 2nd platoon attacked into Congress Hall at 1600 hours.
From the moment Lieutenant Calllco led his men from positions in
the park, that contained large:granlte huilding blocks, the en-
emy poured in heavy fire. When about eight men had gone from the
covered position the last man stopped after running about 20
yards. The man turned around and started back toward ﬁhe cover-
ed area. The Company Commander, watching the conduct of the as-
sault from the safe granite block area saw that the other men of
the platoon had not followed after the soldler broke. The re-
mainder of the men in the platoon were told to follow the Com-
pany Commander. Upon passing the man that had étopped the en-
listed man raised his Browning Automatic Rifle to indicatg that
it had jammed. TFnemy positions in front of the bullding were
over-run and occupants elther killed, wounded or signaled to go
toward our lines. The objective was almost reached with only
three casualtles thus far when a Panzerfaust shell landed between
the Platoon Leader, the Platoon Sergeant and the Company Command ~
er. The shell exploded close to Staff Sergeant Mile Hartzel, the
Platoon Sergeant. The Sergeant wag blown two feet in the air,
landed flat, raised his head once and then dled. The company had
lost one of its best leaders. Sergeant Hartzel was belng consid-
ered for a commlsslon because of his leadershlp abllity. The

bullding was finally reached and the squads started clearing each
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room. The enemy was holding out under the supervision of two or
three fanatiecal $.3. Troopers so placed to insure that each per-
son remalned to defend the position to the last. Congress Hall
was found not only to be four stories high and very wide but
eight to ten rooms deep., By darkness the bullding was only one-
third cleared of enemy. Over one hundred prisoners were taken
and at least thirty-five had been killed. Litters were called
for from Battalion. The company's four wounded were hand carried
on the litters back to the Company ¢.P. (51) From this point
the casualtles were transported by Jeep to the Battalion aid
Station. (52)

At 183C hours the left flank came to life. A German Combat
Fatrol made an atﬁempt to come over the trolley line tracks near
Check Point 99. The chief threat was just to the rear of the 3rd
rlatoon positions. In this action Cofporal Maneg,a Browning
Automatic Riflemanjon the 3rd platoons flank gselected an alter-

' nate position forjﬁimself on the reverse slope of the tracks.
The Corporal waited until the Germans had approached within 25
yards of his positlion before he opened fire. After killing two
of the enemy and causing the remainder to take cover the aggres-
glve soldler moved to the enemy side of the tracks and placed
addltlonal fire on other members of the patrol. Because of Zor-
poral Manes' action the enemy did not learn that the left flank
of the company was actually weak. The enemy did not try to ex~
ploit this flank agalin that night. (53)

Company G had progreased as far as Check Point 97 (See Map D)
but would not:be able to reach the north side of Congress Hall

before tomorrow. Therefore it was necessary to reluctantly remove
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the 2nd platoon from the Hall., Lieutenant Callico was instruct-
ed by the Company Commander to occupy the old positions of the
enemy near the Hall and dig new positlons from this point to the
edge of'the lake. The bullding would be reentered just before
dayiight. (54)

The Company Commander checked therfront line posltlons.
Automatlic Weapons were pléced to afford the best possible defense
for the night and the tank platoon was deployed along the left
flank and nesr the Company C.P. Defensive Artillery flres were
planned by the Forward Observer. A hot meal was fed. Individ-
ual rolls were stacked near the C.P. Wire lines were lald from
Battalion to Company and from the Company C.P. to the Platoon
g.P.'s. (55)

The earlier part of the evening was spent in reorganization.
The days actlon had netted a P.W. Camp captured, 175 ﬁriaoners
taken and an estimated elghty killed. This was at a cost to the
company of 7 men wounded and one killed. (56) Three of the
eight casualties were N.C.0.'s and two more were privates acting
as assistant Squad Leaders. |

The 2nd platoon of course was the hardest hit. The morale
was especlally low because of the loss of Hartzel. The gulde,
7/Sgt. McLaughlin, a veteran of 18 months at Attu was made 2nd
Platoon Sergeant. The Sergeant hadagg previous combat experilence
however, before joining Company E a month vrior to this action.'
He was a very able leader. (57)

_ LT Lon!

s/Sgt. Challberg requested that the new officer be taken

from the 3rd platoon as the offlcer was exclitable and had the

men all on edge. The Sergeant was told by the Company Commander

that some sctlon would be taken. The Officer and other men 1n
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the platoon were telked to by the Company Commander. Condltlons
were not strained between the offlcer and the men. The offlicer
contended that in the day's sction he had not glven the German 2
fair chance when hils platoon assaulted the position. The Com-
pany rfommander gzssured the officer that the entire platoon and
its new leader had performed very well and to forget about “the
German." The officer needed-help to restore his confidence. It
was very definite that changes had to be made. The next day
found Lleutenant Callicb as Executive Officer, Sergeant Chall-
berg leading the 3rd platoon and the new Lleutenant with the 2\{
platoon. T/Sgt McLaughlin was informed of the new officers good
qualitiea and the fact that his tendancy to get exclted was still
present because of the officers inexperience. If this weakness
appeared agailn the Company Commander should be notified at once.

(58)

2nd Day-~April 18th

As planned the night before the 2nd platoon contlnued 1ts
job of removing the enemy out of Congress Hall. The building
was reentered at 0500 hours. By effective use of white phosphor-
us and fragmentation grenades the Hall was practically cleared
by 0630 hours. Another 75 prisoners eand 300 civillans were tak-
en out of-the building. (59)

gompany F had replaced Company G as ‘the lead company in the
right sector of the Battalion. (See Map g) The first objectlve
for the day gave Check points 104 and 106 to Company E and the
Arena to Company F. (See Map ®) (60)

Company F was ready at 0645 to push with the lst platoon on

(58), (59), (60) A-12;
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the right and 3rd on the left. The 2nd platoon was in support.
Other attachments remained the same wilth exceptlion of one Sec~
tion of Tank Destroyers replacing a Section of Tanks. Thls pro-
vlded the company with one sectlion of each for the days actlon.
Five minutes before time to attack a heavy concentration of en-
emy time fire was placed on the company positlons. Immediately
following the heavy shelling a fanatical group of enemy about
the size of a platoon tried to penetrate between the lst and 3rd
platoon positions. The attempt was unsuccessful. Battallon and
gompany were notifled at 0705 that the company was moving as
planned. (61)

The Yeft flank of the company was 8till open. The rear
elements were to continue keeping a éareful watch on this flank.
Lieutenant Callico was fully oriented by the Company Commander
on his new duties. One specific duty in additlion to the regu-
larly assigned jobs of a rifle Company Executlve was that of
checking the platoon leaders and platoon sergeants as to thelr
nosltion. Map reading was a weak polnt 1n all three rifle pla-
toons. Another 'must" for the Lieutenant was to keep Battalion
informed of the situation. (62)

About 0900 hours the lead platoons were slowed because of
increasing reslatance. The enemy had been driven to posltions
north of check Polnts 104 and 106. (See Hap E) 'This section
of the city had been formerly a very pretty residentlal part of
Nuremberg. Now 1t was a mass of jagged ruins with only an occas-
ional house that hadn't been entirely gutted. The defender used

this rubble to the fullest extent possible. The enemy further

- started at this time, to use children and old men to do the ob-
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gerving. The man or child would be noticed walking up to a cor-

ner near front line positions, stand for a while and then slowly

amble away. Shortly thereafter artlillery and mortar flre would

pinpoint the company positions. Orders were given to the pla-

toon leaders by the Company Commander to fire on any future "ob-

éefvers" of ﬁhls typé. (63) )
‘During the next three hours both lead platoons made delib-agéiﬁ?

erate methodlcal advances in their assligned sectors. Block 3;5 i

4,77 and 9 were taken. (See Map E) Orders from Batﬁalion halt-

ed the company until Company F finished clearing the Arena. The

morning's advance had been difficult at certain strong points.

Located‘in Block 5 was an 83 m.m. poBition protected by 25 or 30

enemy rifleman. {See Map E) The posltion had been rendered in-

active by tank fire and small arms at one time, but & few min-

utes later the very much respected weapon wag operating again.

Positioné for the tankg to f}rq}on the weapon could not be se-

cured. Both platoonétﬁéld figbpoaitionﬁnear Check Point 106

and placed frontal fire on,tﬁe strong point. Lleutenant Fee

and the 1lst platoon cleared Sulldinga in the right section of

Block 1. {(See Map &) The buildings were only lightly held

and in thirty minutes the platoon was ready for further ac-

tion. The platoon was to assault through an open area in Block

1 and come into Block 5 1n rear of the gun position. The Platoon

Leader called on the S.C.R. 300 to the Company Commander, With

the 3rd platoon, that he was ready to "Jump." The 3rd platoon

held 1ts fire. Lleutenant Fee was given the word to go ahead as

planned. Shortly thereafter the 1lst platoon could be seen coming
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from between two bulldings in Block 1, then stralght across the
narrow street to Block 5. The enemy gun posltlon was taken by
surprise. The artillery plece s8till had its barrel polnting
toward the American lines, The position was taken with the loss
of one man wounded. The 20 or 25 enemy were all killed with the
exception of three or four men near the gun that were stlll show-
ing some signs of 1life when observed by Lieutenant Colonel Sand-
lin a short time later. Thé golonel sternly asked 1if Company E
had quit taking prisoners. The reply by the Company Commander
was that the medics had been notified and that:éﬁemy wounded would
be cared for. The reason for so many dead was also explalned. (64)
At 1400 hours the attack was again resumed. The men had eat-
“en onethird of = K ration during the "break". By 1430 hours both
platoons were engaged agalnst the strongest resistance yet encount-
ered. The advance had progressed to a point one block south of
Check Points 111 and 110. (See Map E} In Lieutenant Fee's pla-
toon area the enemy was occupying two story bulldlngs, on both
sldes of the street, which had to be cleared room by room. Thils
had to be done 1n Block C before a road block 1in Block D could be
cleared. At 1445 the Lieutenant indlecated by radlo to the Company
Commander that Block C was taken and that the platoon was assault-
ing the road block. Ten minutes later Lieutenant Fee was kllled
and a squad leader, Sergeant Benefleld was wounded. (65) The
Lieutenant had been attacking the road block with his platoon.
An enemy machine gun waited until the Lleutenant was 20 yards from
his position before opening fire. The Llieutenant had tried to
throw a white phosphorus grenade. The grenade had exploded after

the Lieutenant was hit, and the grenade burned the map the Lleu-
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tenant had with him. This left only two city plan maps in the
company. The veteran lset platoon Sergeant, T/Sgt. Harry Chazin
was again in command of the 1lst platoon. The Sergeant was not-
lcably moved by the loss of the Lieuteanant. The platoon contin-
ued 1ts advance and cleared the remainder of Block D by 1830
hours.

3/3gt. fhallberg and the 3rd platoon during the same period
-had been able to advance with only light resistance, with one ex-
ception. The platoon 1n this instance by-passed unintentilonally
about 15 Germans. Thls enemy group set up a position in Block 9
after the 3rd platoon progressed to Block 10, (3ee Map &) #hen
a runner triled to go from the Company C.P. in Bloeck 7 to the pla-
toon position he was killed. The support platoon was moved into
Block 9 and Sergeént challberg's attached Tank Destroyera were
told by the Company Commander to proceed from thelr position in-
Block 9 to Block 10. The Germans were then taken wlthout much
difficulty. (66)

At 1845 the Company Commander waé checklng positions on the
objective (Check Points 111 and 110) with plans of defending from
this point durlng the night. Hopes were high throughout the com-
pany that tomorrow the company would be 1n reserve. A call was
received from Battalion. The Battallon Commander directed that
Company E make a nlght attack in its zone as soon as ready and |
advance to Check Point 118. (3See Map E) The platoon leaders
were called by radio and instructed to contlinue the attack. At
1915 hours the company fighting was resumed. (67)

Fit¥ the company slince 1ts capture of the prison camp waa g

South African officer, 1lst Lieutenant James ¥. Low of Johannas-
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burg, South Africa. The Lieutenant, an Infantryman had been
freed from Stalag 1% and desired to accompany Company E-into
Nuremberg. The officer had been marched through Nuremberg
three days before the American attack on the city. The Lleuten-
ant was told that it was strictly forbidden and that the South
African offlcer had surely carried his share of the burden by
spending three years as a Prisoner of War. The offlcer conten-
ded he knew many of the gun positions and begged to stay. Each

of the four days 1t was mentioned that Lieutenant Low should

" leave but the Lleutenant always managed to stay "one more day."

The former Prigoner of ¥ar rendered valuable service to the com-
pany, especlially after the loss of some of the leaders. Lieuten-
ant Low was intelligent, spoke fluent German and was constantly
assisting wherever poasible. (68)

The attack was continued with the platoons fighting house
to house. The 3rd pletoon in its zone on the left and the 1lst
on the right. Lleutenant Calllco was instructed to keep the
supporting elements of the company close behind the lead left
platoon. The Company Commander spent the greater share of time
following the lead platoons and checking their positions. The
18t platoon needed the most asslstance. The platoon sergeant
dld not have a map and would have been unable to accurately read
one under these éonditions if there had been one avallable. {69)

By 2230 hours the attack had progressed through Blocks 16,
17 and 18. {See Map E) The resistance seemed to have lessened.
The Company Commander with the 1lst platoon at thias point called
by radio to Sergeant Challberg to discontinue clearing houses

and go straight to Check Point 118. The Tank Destroyer Section
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~was to glve close support. Any small groups of enemy were to

be by-passed. The 1st platoon would do likewlse 1ln 1its zone.
Lieutenant Callico was t0 check Sergeant Challberg's support
platoon and use them to c¢lear any by-passed ermemy. Progress
was rapih in both platoon zones through Blocks 20, 21, 22, 23

and 24. (See Map E) Many obstacles in the form of rock and

‘brick slowed up the tank sectlion with the 1lst platoon. About

1130 hours the lst platoon was held up by stubborn reaslstance
in the righ£ portion of Block 25. While this atrong polint was
being reduced heafy firing could be heard on the left in the
3rd platoon sector. Sergeant Challberg and Lleutenant Calllco
could not be contacted by radio. The filre fight seemed to be
coming from near the objective, possibly in Bloeck 27. Ten min-
utes later the firing had ceased and the lst platoon had reduced
the reslstance and approaéhed Sheck Point 118. Heavy firing
from positions north of the objective and 20 m.m. fire from Check
Point 124 (See Map E) greeted the l3t platoon. A near mise by a
German Panzerfaust was scored befoee the accompanying tahks could
got out of the street. The enemy then counterattacked with a small
fanatical force in an effort to drive the platoon off the objec-
tive. This attack was beatén off. The presence of the supporting
tank sectlon at the edge of Blocks'26 and 27 was very lnatrumen-
tal in driving off the attacker. The confusion that was in evi-
dence made the lssue one of doubt for a few minutes during the
fight on Check Point 118. (70)

After the attack had been quelled the Company Commander was
a very much confused person. The 2nd platoon was on the objectlive,

the 3rd platoon could not be found; the Tank Destroyer Sectlion
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was absent and Lieutenant Callico was not present. The new offie~-
er related that the Txecutive Officer was present at the start of
the fire fight on Check Point 118, but that Lieutenant Callico had
not been seen since. One of the older men in the 2nd platoon re-
lated that the missing Lieutenant had been seen just before a
"bazooka" round landed. S3ince then the Lieutenant had been miss-
ing. Sergeant Challberg and Lieutenant Low were located near
Block 26. (See Map E) and the platoon was intact. How the 2nd
vlatoon got ahead of the 3rd platoon has never been explained to
the satisfaction of the Company Commanders. During the 3rd platoon's
action the Tank Destroyers tookapositions five blocks io the rear
in Bloeck 21. (71)

Battalion was notified that the objective was taken aﬁ 0130
hours. Defensive positions were complete by 0230 houra. During
the remainder of the night contzct patrols were sent to Company F
located four blocks short of Check Point 117. Patrols were sent
to the left but could not contact the 3rd platoon, 157th Infan-
try Regiment. (72)

Lieutenant Callico was found at daylight. The Lieutenant
had been killed instantly. Hls body was laying in the street in
front of the objective.

In this day and night action the company had taken 130 pris-
oners and an estiﬁated 35 -were killed. The company casualties
consisted of 2 officers killed, 3 privates killed and 7 enlisted

men wounded. (73)
(71), (72) a-12; (73) A-3, 18 april;
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3rd Day--April 19th

i

The company spent this day in Battallon Reserve. At O?OOJPQ
hours Company G passed through Company E at Check Point 118. f
Company continued to attack in the right sector of the Second
Battalion. During the day the maln railroad station in the city
was taken and in a night attack, Company G cleared Blocks 28 to
34 inclusive. (See Map F) The 3rd Battalion, 157th Infantry
tied in with Company G about 1300 hours. (74)

For Company E the day was spent to good advantage. The
much needed rest was obtalned. Two hot meals were fed. Thé
platoons were agein reorganized. Weapons were cleaned or re-

placed and bearded faces were shaved. (75)

4+th Day--April 20th

Orders were recelved at 0530 hours on 20 April 1945 instruct-
ing Company % to attack from Company G positlons in Block 34.

(See Map F) Lieutenant Colonel Sandlin's order dictated that
Company £ would attack in the left sector of the battalion with
the west wall as its left flank. Company F would be agaln on
Company E's right. (See Map F) The objective of both compan-
ies was the Pegnitz Rlver. (76)

The coordinated attack jumped off at 0730. This firat attempt
to get across the wide street between Block 34 and Blocﬁ@ was
stopped cold. (See Map F) Grazing automatic and small érms fire
was placed on the attackers. The heavy automatlc fire was coming
from the d&irection of Company F's area of responaibility. The E

Company commander did not desire to expose the lead platoon of
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Company & to this flanking fire untll Company F neutrallized some
of the fire to its direct front. The Company F Commander con-
tended this could not be done. The Battalion Commander was ask-
ed by the E Company Commander to attach one platoon of "Fox" Com-
pany to Company k. After the plan was heard by Lleutenant Colonel
Sandlinwthe request was granted. The 3rd platoon was designated
to gain a foothold in the castle area for Company £ and the 1lst
platoon of Company F was to do the same for that company. Both
of the platoons were placed in Block 34 and the platoon 1eaderé
were oriented. White phosphorus grenddes would be thrown into
the 40 yard wide street adjacent to the Walled City. (See Map F)
when the street was sufficlently smoked a squad from each company
would crogss the street and gain a foothold in the Walled City
area. The E Company squad was to enter the corner building on
its right boundary and the F Company Squad would enter the cor-
ner building on its left boundary. (See Map F) The first squads
made 1t across the much clouded street without a shot belng flred.
Two or three minutes later after only sporadlec fire was heard the
2nd squads of each company were releaséd. In ten minutes time
both platoons were 1n their assilgned areas in strength. The
1ight machine gun section of Company & Was next fed into Block 1
of the o0ld city zrea. O(ne man in this gection consldered condi-
tions so much under control that the soldler gtopped 1n the middle
of the street and gave a dead German.a fast check for items that
were apparently of no military value. The soldlier was sent on
his way before completing this act. (77)

The attached tank sectlion followed the platoon into the
castle area. Movement was glow because of the ruins in the
streets. By 0930 hours Block 1 had been cleared of all enemye.
(77) A-12;
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Prisoners were being brought out of cellars, towers, and part-

1ally fallen bulldings in the area. The prisoner count had al-

ready reached about 75. A company prisoner cage was set up guard-

ed by 2 privates. Because of the unusually large amount of pris-

oners being taken lately 1t was found best to hold the prisoners

Wuntil a large number were taken. Thls system was a necessity as

the company strength was low and the front llne soldfer could not
be spared too frequently for this job. (78)

The high buildings located in Block 34 provided excellent
observation posts for the 60 and 31 m.m. mortar observers. Ar-
tillery could not be used as the encirclement ring had now nar-
rowed to less than a mile. Resupply of ammunition to the com-
paﬁy, especially the 60 m.m. was 1ldeal. Throughout the days
action the mortars remalned in Block 34 and the % Ton Jeep with
Tréiler was sble to transport the ammunition directly to the
poaition. (79)

About 1100 hours s sketch was sent to the company from the
Company Commander of Company F. The sketch had been made by a
prisoner, and indlcated that there were underground rooms and
tunnels under the Company E area. The sketch was vagus and not
much could be made from it but Lieutenant Low was glven the Job
of getting all the informatlon posslble out of the prisoners. (80)

By 1200 hours the company had advanced to Block 3. (See
Map F) The prisoner count had reached 250. Approximately 50
of the more persistant enemy had been killed. Occasionally found
was sn S.8. Trooper, usually a 16 or 17 year old fanatlical sol-
dler who would not be taken prisoner and would not allow those

under his cecontrol to be taken. About 1230 hours sa German Colonel
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was captured by the 3rd platoon. The Colonel indliecated that 200
eneny desired to give up in what was marked as Block 7 on thé
map. The Company Commander told the Colonel to go back and get
them. The German would not consent to do so initially. Later
the enemy officer desired to make an effort. The Colonel wilth
white flag held high returned to Block 7 with full instructlions
on how to surrender. The group had been given untlil 1300 hours
to come out. If this order was not heeded all fire avallable
would be concentrated on their position. At 1255 the German
folonel returnsd to the 3rd platoon 1ln Block 3. He requested
the concentrated fire to be held until after 1315 as the "pris-
oners" could not gather all thelr equipment together before that
tire. This request was granted.

Promptly at 1315 hours a solid line of 200 odd enemy filed
out of the right side of Block 7 and marched stralght into the
Company F sector. The Company F Commander was called by radio
and told that he had 200 more prisoners with the compliments of
company E. (81)

Lieutenant Low, the South African officer, was positive that
a large underground existed but no entrances could be found. The
maln part of the underground network of rooms was thought to be
under Block 7. (82)

During the next two hours the 3rd platoon cleared Block 3
and 4 but could not galn entrance to the all lmportant Block Te
The western slde of the block was strongly defended. (83)

The 2nd platoon had indicated by S.C.R-lBOO that they now
had possession of Block 5. The Company commander notlified the

platoon leader to proceed to Block 6. (See Map F) About ten
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minutes later the 2nd platoon's progreas was checked by the Com-
pany c?mmander. Elements of the platoon were found going from
Block 5 out through an opening in the wall and into the 3rd Bat-
talion, 157th Infantry zone. This part of the city had been
taken by the 157th Infantry an hour previous. The Company Com-
mander asked the 2nd platoon leader where he was going. The
answer was to Block 6. The Lieutenants map was checked, and it
had been numbered correctly. The wall had been the left bound-
ary of the platoon since 1ts entry into the Walled City. The
Lieutenant had not used his map and applied.common senée. (84)

The 3rd platoon gailned entrance to Block 7 (See Map F) af-
ter the 2nd vlatoon partially cleared Block 6 against light re-
sistance. White phosphorus grenades(%or protectionlﬁéégagain
used as a means of getting into the block initlally. The pla~
toons forward movement was limited in the next couple hours by
small groups of enemy defending every room 1in the western part
of the Block. (85)

Meanwhile the 2nd platoon, meking full use of its attached
mank Sectlon had progressed to Block 9, (See Map F) by 1500
hours. In one instance an enemy position fired flanking machine
gun and bazooka fire on one of the tanka. The ténk could not
put direct fire on the posltlion but was able to put the muzzle
through a front window and blow out the side wall. The tanker
then was ordered to put 15 rounds through this opening. The re-
gult was a completely knocked out positlon. During this last
hour additional prisoners were being taken at the rate of 25 to
50 in a group. At one time in Block § the "sompany cage' reach-

ed roughly 200 prisoners before they could be evacuated. In this
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block the first of a series of tunnel entrances were found. In
s0me cases a group of-prisoners would be captured in a cellar
and five minutes later fifteen or twenty more would be brought
out of the same locatlon. The lst platoon was eventually called
frém its support position to act as guards at each enfrance to &8
tunnel. As the attacklng platoons pfogressed more entrances

- were discovered than there were men in the lst platoon to guard
them. Additional help was received from the 4th platoomn.

The 2nd platoon reached the Pegnitz River by 1600 hours.
Battalion was notified that all territory above ground had been
taken and the final objective reschied. The entire city of Nurem=-
berg had fallen with exception of the underground in Company E's
dector. (86)

-Employment of thé unit from this point was entirely by Squads

%% working in through the maze of underground rooms and tunnels. The
2nd platooﬁﬂ?iﬁloyed under‘Block 9 generally and the 3rd nlatoon
under Block 7. (87)

At 1330 hours the Reglmental Commander came to Company E to
get flrst hand informatlion on the.situation. Colonel Duval was
shown one of the underground areas. Thils particular tunnel was
lorated approximately four storles below ground and conslsted of
numerous rooms equlpped with food, clothing, ammunltion and one
of the strongesat radio stations 1in Germany. The undergrourng wWag
lighted with electrilclty operated by generator located at ground
level. Circulation of air was controlled by a ventilation sys-
tam. While in the underground area the Colonel was shown one
locked door made of heavy material. It was the opinion of the

Company Commander that if this door could be opened 1t would lead
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through a tunnel to the underground rooms in Block 7. “When the
Company Commander tried to dpen the door a shot was flred from
behind the locked door. The result of the shot was a welt in

the door about Znee higﬁ. The nompany Commander sald, "Come on
out." The answer in very broken %nglish was, "We will not come
out, we are too strong for you." The unknown pergon was told

that the c¢ity had fallen and that he had made hls declsion, he
would be blasted out. This ended the conversatlion as the German
would talk no more. Colonel Duval then sald to the Company Com-
mander, "fhat are you golng to do?" Almost at a loes for an an-
gwer to the gquestion the officer retorted, "If Englneer help could
bve obtained all entrances except one should be blasted shut." The
Colonel agreed with one modificatlon, that being, blast them all
shut. The Colonel promised to send the Englneers requested and
then left. The ventilation and electrical systems were cut off

in order to further the difficulties of the enemy underground.
(88)

About 2130 hours Lieutenant Colonel Sandlin and two offlcers
from battallion accompanied the Company Commander to the under-
ground to hear what the English speaklng enemy had to say. This
time the German would not carry on any conversation. #%hlle ex-
ploring the other rooms with the ald of ZFerman captured flash- _
lights, folonel Sandlin located a framed map hanglng on the wall,.
This map showed a complete floor plan and proved that the tunnel
area leading to Block 7 was behind the locked door. The Company
Commander made another attempt to get the German to talk. The
door was knocked on, being careful to stay away from the front of

the door should another shot be fired. Finally the same volee was

(88) A-12;
34



heard to say, "Yes," and then, “how do you want us to come out,
we have wounded." The enemy had litters so permission was grant-
ed for them to flle out bringing the wounded wlth them. The En-
gllsh speaking person was an S.S. First Lieutenant. The German
Lieutenant unlocked his side of the door and led out a total of
65 defenders. The Lieutenant was held behind the door by the
Company Commander and the Battallon Commander prevented the pris-
onera from golng into the other rooms. This channeled them up
the stalrway to a recelving party at grouhd level. (89)

The end was almost 1n sight. The Lleutenant was taken down
the long low tunnel ahead of the Company Commander. Colonel
Sandlin decided to follow to glve further protection, should it
be needed. Approximately 50 yards through the tunnel was another
door. The offlcer was taken through a door that led up a stalr-
way and out into a court yard. The court yard contalned many ex-
penslve civillian automoblles. The Lleutenant informed the Company
commander that thls was Nuremberg Pollce Headgquarters Parking
Area., The Lieutenant was taken back down the stalrway to where
Colonel Sandlin had remained to guard the door. When the door
was reached 7olonel Sandlin was not to be found. The Colonel's
name was called by the Company Commander. An answer came from
far down the yet unexplored tunnel. The Colonel had reached a
squad of the 3rd platoon. All concerned were buslly engaged ob-
taiﬁing enemy pistols of all types left by the Germans. Gaulei-
ter Karl Holtz waé found in a pool of blood at ground level 1n a
bullding in Block 7. (90)

On this date, Hitlers birthday the Gaulelter had sent thils

megsage to Hltler:

(89), (90) &-12;
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My Fuehrer: The final struggle for the town of the Party rallles
hes begun. The soldiers are fighting bravely, and the population
is proud and strong. I shall remain in this most German of all
townas to fight and to die. In these hours my heart beata more
than ever in Love and Falth for the wonderful German Reiqh and
its people. The National 3oclalist idea shall win and conquer
all diabolic schemes. Greetings from the Natlonal Soclallsts of
the Gau Franconia who are falthful to Germany.

Karl Holz
The Fuehrer had replied:
«ssse]l wish to thank you for your exemplary conduct. You are
thereby bolstering the spirit not only of the people 1ln your own
Gau, to whom you are such a familiar figure, but also of'millions
of Germans. Now starts that fervent struggle which recalls our
original struggle for power. However great the enemy's super-
iority may be at the present moment, it will still crumble 1in the
end~~-just as 1t has'done before. I wish to show my appreciatlion
and my sincere gratitude for your herolc actlons by awarding you

the Golden Crogss of the German Order.
Adolph Hitler (91)

Karl Holtz had remained and had paid the supreme price.
Nuremberg fell at 2230 hours. The company had captured 750 pris-
oneras in the dajs action. (92) &n estimated 45 enemy were killed.
(93) The company losses were 3 wounded. (94)

(91) -1, p. 795; (92) A-4, (Company E Section); (93) A-12;
(94) a-3, 20 April;
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ANALYSTS AND CRITICISM

Ihmediately following the fall of Nuremberg the author could
not understand wﬁy the enemy defended the city so strongly at
this late date in the war. After analyzing the situation it 1s
now evident that the clty resiéted to the very last because of
rolltlcal reasoﬁ:. The fanatlical efforts of the Nazl party 1in
implementing its decislon to defend the Shrine Clty fesulted in
heavy loases for both the allles and the enemy. While the "de-
fend at all costa" directed by Nuremberg party officials prob-
ably did delay the end of the war somewhat, it was not worth the
price rald. The battle waged by the enemy in 1ts dlsorganilzed
condition does bring out one fact to be remembered: Any clty
becomes a formidable obatacle when defended by 1its inhabitants,
with or without adequate military force, 1f the people of the
city are imbued with the will to resist. (94)

Tactics employed by cCompany E in thls action were generally
gsound and followed accepted principles.w The declsion of higher
_headquarters to attack the city by envelopment and dblock off the
surround ing area by encirclement was effective. The selection
of this method of employing troops in the attack hastened the
end of hostlllties 1n Furope, for the enemy, after committing
his forces to the defense of the city, was denled further.use of
his troops. (95) o

Intelligence Agencies'wdfth;hédedQ;;;;hgggiioﬂ}since in-
formation about the underground in the 0ld ¥alled élty was not
collected, collated and disseminated to the assaultling compan-
ies. The mere fact that an underground existed "somewhere in

Nuremberg®, would have been of value to rifle companles, but

(94}, (95) Personal Opinion;
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even thls was not passed down. (96)

In this operation hot meals were fed to the troops as often
as time permitted when Company % was not actively engaged in an
agsault. In one instance during the attack, forty-five mlnutes
sleep was sacrificed to allow a hot meal to be fed before the
company hegan the morning's actlon., On other occasions when
time 4id not allow a normal hot meal to be served, hamburger
gandwiches were gent from the company kitchen. (97)

Sommunication facillties were a contributing fartor to the
success of the company 1n thils actlon. After the loss of two
platoon leaders and a nlatoon gsergeant, the two extra 3CR 300's
were eapeclally appreciated. The extra radlos were valuable alds
to malntaining controcl when 1t was lmpossible for the Company
Commander to personally check progress of new platoon leaders
and platoon sergeants leading platoons, composed of men with
little ability to read a map. {(98)

The very presence of armor, used wlth the lead platoons,

~-gpeeded the taklng of varlous strong polnts lmmeasurably. QOb-

servation for armor was limited, but tank flre was gzenerally
effective when delivered. When tanks were used in close support
the tank Infantry team was potent, but when elther the Infantry
Commander or the Tank Commander dld not cooverate thls comblna-
tion ceased to exlist as a team. {99) |

Several times during the capture of the city the Company

(Commander allowed his desire to personally influence the actlon

{to place himself in situations from which he could not control
his entire company. The cholece in each 1lnstance had to be made

on the spot, but had he planned his movements 1n advance some of
his hours soent as a riflemen might have been elemlnated. (100)
(96), (97), (98), (99), (100} Personal Opinion;
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The newly assigned of ficer showed many good qualities as a
leader, however when this officer became excited, he was nd long-
er properly able to lead the 3rd platoon. Probably the Company
Commander contributed to the officers difficulty wlth this unit,
by giving the officer command of the platoon 1ln such a short
time after joining-the company. {(101)

In the night attack, partlal control of the company was lost
by the Company Commander near the objectives Desaplte thla the
attack was successful because of the abllity of each leader to
control his squad or platoon despite the darkness and a stubborn
enemy. (102)

¥Fhite phosphorus grenades were used to good advantaze to
save many lives. For thls remson the attack order included, for
emphasis, that two whilte phosphorus grenades would be carried per
man. Before each attack, the platoons were personally inspected
by the fompany Commander, to insure that the soldler had . avall-
able all of the protectlon that could be procured for hls use.
(103)

company attack formations were usually two platoons assault-
ing wlth one in support. The support platdon had to be very care-
fully moved in each instance. In rotating-the attacklng platoons,
each platoon was used on a schedule of two days attacking and the
third day in support. Thlg method seemed to obtain the beat re-
sults caused less dissatisfactlon among the company than any other
method tried. (104)

Inability of certain officers and N7O's to read a map almost
caused a crossing of units during the actlon. W%hile the baslc
training of newly arrived replacements 1s beyond the scope of
(101), (102), (103), (104) ©Personal Opinion;
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a company in combat, the Company Commander in this case should
have included this grave training deficlency 1in hls plans or

reshifted certain key personnel. {105)

LESSONS
l. An envelopment of a terrain feature, such as a city 1s
an effectivé way to reduce resistance, eépeciaily when the attack-
ing force 1s 6n exploltation, and the enemy 1s fightling a aseries
of delaying actlons.
#;H 2. The use of Alr Missions to reduce the effectiveness of

v Eyenemy defenses can produce incalculable assistance to attacking

A

units., Close coordination between air and ground must be accom-
plished especlally, in city fighting where one built up area 1s
indistinguishable from another.

3 In teaching the 1individual soldier map readilng, too
much emphaslis cannot be placed upon the practical appllication of
basiévﬁrinciples. -

4, A retreating, disorganized army, can avolid finael dias-
aster for a sustained period, if its civilian populace is so im=-
bued with an undying love for what 1s belleved to be right, that
1t will deny the attacker any concession whatsoever,

2 5. Intelligence must be collected, collated and dissemin-
ated to thehémallest unit.

\/6. Company Commanders must be aggressive but should re-

frain from becoming involved in platoon fire flghts.

\/7.‘ When it 18 neceasary for a rifle Company Commander to
assume temporary command of a platoon this should be the line of
action to follow. The time spent with the platoon should be re-
duced to the absolute minimum time necessary to resatore the

(105) Personal Opinion .
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platoon to 1ts normal efficlency.

B civilians when acting as observers for a defender must
be fired upon by attacking troops.
9. Hot food in the stomachs of your men is the responsl-

bility of the Company commender. That he should never evade

regardless of clrcumstances.
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